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LETTER OF TRJNSUITTU 


SmITHvSOSUX INSTITUTION, 

Bureau of American Ethnology, 
TTfisAnf^oii, D. C. T February 20 , 1 905. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the Twenty - 
fourth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Eth- 
nology. 

The preliminary portion comprises an account of the 
operations of “the Bureau during the fiscal year ending 
June30,lD03, and this is followed by an extended memoir 
on American Indian Games, by Stewart Ctilin. 

Permit me to express my appreciation of your aid in 
the work under my charge. . 

. Very respectfully yours, 

W. H. Holmes, Chief . 

Mr S. P. IaxoLEY, 

Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 


W. H. Holmes, Curer 


INTRODUCTION 


The operations of this Bureau during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1903, conducted in accordance with the 
act of Congress making provision for continuing 
researches relating to the American Indians, under the 
direction of the Smithsonian Institution, have been car- 
ried out, in the main, in accordance with the plan sub- 
mitted by Director Powell on May 20, 1902, and approved 
by the Secretary on May 23, 1902. 

The death of Major J. W. Powell, Director of the 


Bureau, occurred at Haven, Me., on September 23, 1902. 
This event profoundly affected the interests of the 
Bureau, aud closed an epoch in the history of the science 
of man. The wisdom of the foundation laid by Director 
Powell is everywhere recognized, and the impetus given 
to anthropological studies by his work must continue 
to he felt long after the present initial stage of the 
science has ripened into knowledge which shall help to 
regulate and direct the future development of the human 


race. 

During the period of Director Powell’s lllnessthe admin- 
istrative work ot the Bureau devolved upon Mr W J Mc- 
Gee, ethnologist in charge, who was Acting Director at 



HCRtAP OF AMI RICAV FTOVOLOGY 


the time of Majoi Powell’s death On Octobei ,11, 1902 
Mi W H Holmes, head curator m the department of 
antlnopologj United States National Museum, was 
appointed Chief of the Bureau, and ho assumed charge 
of the office on Octobei 1 1 

The research work of the Bureau has been earned on 
bj a permanent force of nine scientific employees i\hile a 
number of tempoiary assistants ha\e been engaged for 
buef peuods in the office and among the western tubes 
Dining thejeai fi\e members of the staff hn\e spent i 
part of their time m the field The regions usited 
include Georgia Alabama Kentucky Indiana Minno 
sota Missouu Kansas Iowa Oklahoma Indian Tern 
toij New Mexico, Arizona Wyoming Idaho California 
Porto Rico, and Santo Domingo 

The leseaiches which lme been of exceptional impoi 
tance, ha\e dealt with numerous blanches of pnmitne 
culture and lustorj , practical questions having been kept ' 
as much as possible iu \iew The completion of leports 
on fiefd exploration and tbepieparation of papers dealing 
with special problems have claimed much attention and 
eieij effort has been made to bung up to date and to 
submit for publication leseaiches that ha\e J een matin 
ing during jirevious years The pieparation of data for 
a Handbook of the Indian Tril es has been a principal 
featuie of the year sa\oik claiming the attention of all 
available membeisof the Bureau staff and employing the 
sen ices of a number of si ecnl students 

The lange of tbe scientific work has been wide Phi 
lologj, sociology ^ophiology technology, and esthetics 
lia\e received attention from those conducting mvesti 
gations among the tubes m the field and those engaged 
in office lesearcli but only incidental attention has been 
given to somatology and psychology 

Iu the nonscientific woik of the Bureau — libraiy, 
photographic editorial and clerical — ten persons have 
been employed aud manj changes made in method and 
routine 
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For the .better understanding of the work of the year 
and the conditions affecting the present affairs of the 
'Bureau, circumstantial data dealing with history, sta- 
tistics, and routine have been introduced into this report. 


' RESEARCH WORK 

The Chief prosecuted archeological researches at a 
number of poiuts in the eastern part of the United States. 
Previous to October 13 he was engaged, with the assis- 
tance of Mr Gerard Fowke, in making examinations of 
the fossil bone beds at Kimmswick, Mo., with the view 
of determining whether there was satisfactory evidence 
that man was contemporaneous with the mammoth and 
the mastodon in that region; but no traces of man were 
found in direct association with the fossil remains. 
Examinations of aboriginal flint quarries and sites of 
stone-implement manufacture were made in southern 
Indiana and in eastern Kentucky. In October explora- 
tions were undertaken at Lansing, Eans., with the view 
of determining the age of the human remains found 
embedded in loess -like formations near that pJapC. The 
formations were extensively trenched by Mr .Fowke, 
under the direction of the Chief of the Bureau, and the 
conclusion was reached that the remains .were of excep - 
tional antiquity for America, but could not with certainty 
be assigned to a definite geological horizon, and, were' 
probably of post -Glacial time. In April the Chief paid* 
a visit to Leslie, Mo., for the. purpose of studying certain 
traces of ancient operations reported to occur in an iron 
mine near that place. Very interesting phenomena were 
encountered, the ancient aborigines having penetrated 
the ore body in many directions aud to surprising depths, . 
the purpose being, apparently, to obtain the red and yel- 
low iron oxides for paint. Many hundreds of mining 
tools of stone were found in the ancient tunnels. Eaply. 
in May a trip was made to Georgia and Alabama for the 
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purpose of examining quarn sites mid caierns occupied 
in an eieut times bj tbo aborigines 

Reports !mc been prepired on the explorations nt 
Lansing, Knns , and at Le slit , Mo The fnnm r of tlie-e 
resenrtbos deals with the important and cur recurring 
question of the nntiquit) of mnn m America It lias 
been the aim of the Bureau, and especially of the present 
Chief, to oceup\ consenntnc ground -with respect to this 
subject and to scrutinize the discoveries or reputed dis 
emtnes reported from time to time so that erroneous 
interpret it ions shall not pieinil The purpose of the 
e\ca\ tt 1011s made at Lnnsnig was to txjiose the forma 
tions continuing the human remains so fath that geolo 
gists of all wn\s of thinking might stud) them to 
nd\ mtxgc, thus pre\enting the adoption of conclusions 
based on inadequate obserintions The Leslie iron nutio 
stndi has an interesting he iring on tin technic and 
industrial histor) of the tribes It has been a matter of 
mu<h surprise as investigations of ancient mining and 
quairvmg have progressed tint the aborigines scemingl) 
non progress] \e and shiftless, sbotild lmi conceived and 
carried out reall) great enterprises The technical 
.knowledge md skill displnved art of a low ordei indeed, 
but the work accomplished liiduatcs reinnrkab'e cuter 
prise and persistent e 

All M J McGee ethnologist in chaise, continued as 
Acting Director until October 13 During tins period 
be prepared the annual report for the preceeling v ear, 
made a hasty archeological aud ethnological reccnuois 
sauce m Minnesota anel m September visited Baddeck, 
Nova Scotia, whence he was called to the deathbed of 
T>i a j 01 TPoweVi ru Haven, He In HeoumYier lie -vrsitei 
Mexico with the view of arranging an expedition to 
the island of Tibnron, but in this he was not sue 
eessful He stopped for a da) in New Mexico to visit 
some ancient rums near the village of Cuehilla After 
returning from Mexico Mr McGee suffered from a fever. 
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which prevented active work for a period of about three 
months. 

In July/ August, and September Dr J. Walter Fewkes 
was occupied in the preparation of the text and illustrations 
of an account of a recon noissancC made in Porto Rico 
during May and June of the previous fiscal year. This 
report, which was intended to be a resume of what is 
known of the prehistoric inhabitants of Porto Rico, was 
finished in October and placed in the hands of the Acting 
Director, who transmitted it to the Public Printer as 
Bulletin 28. Considerable time in these months was 
further given by Doctor Fewkes to correcting pi oofs 
and arranging the plates of his memoir on a series of 
native pictures of Hopi katcinas, or ancestor gods, for 
the Twenty-first Annual Report of the Bureau. Doctor 
Fewkes left Washington for a second expedition to 
the West Indies in the middle of November, remaining 
there move than five months, and visiting the islands of 
Porto Rico and Santo Domingo. The collection of pre- 
historic objects made on this trip numbers over 1,000 
specimens, 110 of which were obtained by purchase 
in Santo Domingo, the remainder by exploration and 
purchase in Porto Rico. Not only is this collection 
numeiieally the largest which has been brought to the 
Smithsonian Institution from Porto Rico and Santo 
Domingo at any oue time, but it is- also one of the most 
significant on account of its wealth in typical forms pre- 
viously unrepresented in the Museum. 

Doctor Fewkes was .able to determine by excavations 
that the inclosures surrounded by aligned stones and called 
by the Spaniards j uegos de bola were made by the aborigines 
of the island for ceremonial dance places and that neigh- 
boring mounds are prehistoric cemeteries. The deter- 
mm&ttou. the. burial planes, of. the prehistoric Porto 
Ricans and their discovery in numbers are believed to 
be the most important results of Doctor Fewkes ’s field 
Work in Porto Rico. With this information to guide 
him, the archeologist will have little difficulty m tlie 
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Of the peoples of the Southwest and a collection of the 
ethnie flora of Zufii. Some years befoie, Mrs Stevenson 
had observed that the prayers of one of the Znni rain 
priests were sung in the Sia tongue, ami that one of the 
esoteric fraternities sang in Piman; hut it was not until 
her last visit to Zufii that she learned that all tlm thir- 
teen esoterie fraternities useil other language* than their 
own in their ceremonies. It is difficult to catch the words 
of tin aboriginal choir singing to the accompaniment of 
rattles mid drums, especially when the mind is absorbed 
in noting the ritual rather than tbe woids employed : but 
during 'the lust season, having in view a comparative 
Study of the Ptiehlo Indians, mid knowing that at least 
one fraternity employed a foreign tongue, Mrs Stevenson 
closely observed thi.s feature of the ceremonies and made 
special inquiries of the priests and tbeurgists, thus deter- 
mining the remarkable fact that tlii- was true of all. 
Several reasons can be .advanced for this use of strange 
languages, but it remains for futme investigation to 
acquaint us fully with the cause. 

Mrs Stevenson makes the impoitant observation that, 
although the ceremonies which she describes in her mon- 
ogiaph were regularly practised during the first fifteen 
years spent bv her in their .study and were faithfully 
observed in every detail, they have since been gradually 
changed and in some Instances abandoned. It thus ap- 
pears that these researches were not undertaken a moment 
too soon. 

Tbe main results of the year’s work in Zufti have been 
incorporated in tbe monographic study of the Ztifii people 
prepared by Mrs Stevenson during previous years. Tbe 
final work is now in tbe editor’s bands and will soon bo 
submitted for publication. Mrs Stevenson’s familiarity 
with the language of the Znfii. tbe confidence with which 
she ha** inspired 'them, the deep insight into the philo- 
sophical and udigious meaning of their ceremonies that 
she has gained, and her intimate knowledge of their 
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futule m adding to existing collections of piehistonc 
objects fiorn Porto Rico aud m placing them, in then 
proper categories « 

Doctor Fen hes made excavations in n cave called Cueva 
de las Golondnnas sitnated neai the towu of Mannti and 
found large quantities of Indian pottery aud a few other 
objects of aboriginal manufacture All the evidence eol 
lected indicates that v. lnle the nbori^mes had frequented 
this cave for n long tune the culture of earliez aud later 
occupants was practically identical After his leturn to 
Washington m May Doctor Fewkcs was occupied m cata 
loguing the objects collected during tbe winter and in 
prf] aring a pieluninarv rejort on them He was per 
nutted to withdraw tbe account of his previous year s 
explorations which had been transmitted to the Public 
Printer as a bulletin with a view of incorporating with it 
the new material obtained during his second visit to the 
island The valuable results of the two years work will 
thus appeal in monographic form in a forthcoming aunual 
report 

The researches of Doctor Fewkes furnish much material 
of \ alue bearing upon questions of science ami histon 
Of first importance is the decided advance made ton ard 
identifying aud rehabilitating the unfortunate peoples of 
the West Indies swept almost without record from the 
inlands during the eailv years of Spanish colonization 
Con ulerable information regarding their physical char 
acters anil manner of life ha* been gained and lanons 
brine hes of cultme are illustrated by the collections i\ hile 
definite notions of the origin burial customs aud arts 
and industries of the island j eoples are lor the first time 
couvej ed to the world of science These researches ha\ e 
thus sheil much new light on an important chapter in 
aboriginal American history 

The months of July to November inclusive were spent 
by Mrs M C Stevenson in researches among the Zwm 
Indians the special objects being a comparative study 
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of the peoples of the Southwest and a collection of the 
ethnic flora of Zuni. Some years before. Mrs Stevonson 
had observed that the prayers of one of the Zufii rain 
priests were sung in the Sia tongue, and that one of the 
esoteric fraternities sang in Pinian; but it was not until 
her last visit to Zufii that she learned that all the thir- 
teen esoteric fraternities used other languages than their 
own iu their ceremonies. It is difficult to e.tteh the words 
of au aboriginal choir singing to the accompaniment of 
rattles and drums, espi'cially when the mind is absorbed 
in noting the ritual rather than the words employ ed; but 
during the last scasou, haring iu view a comparative 
study of the Pueblo Indians, and knowing that at least 
one fraternity employed a foreign tongue, ilrs Stevenson 
closely observed this feature of the ceremonies and made 
special inquiries of the priests and theurgists, thus deter- 
mining the remarkable fact that this was tme of all. 
Several reasons ean be advanced for this use of strange 
languages, hut it remains for future investigation to 
acquaint its fully with the cause. 

Mrs Stevenson makes the important observation that, 
although the ceremonies which she describes in her mon- 
ograph were regularly practised during the first fifteen 
years spent by her in their study and were faithfully 
observed in every detail, they bai e since been gradnnlly 
clianged and in some instances abandoned. It thus ap- 
peal's that these researches were not undertaken a moment 
too won. 

The main results of the year’s work in Zufii have been 
interpolated in the monographic study of the Zufii people 
prepared by Mrs Stevenson during •previous years. The 
final work is now iu the editor’s hands and will soon he 
submitted for publication. Mrs Stevenson’s tamiliaritv 
with the language of the Zufii, the confidence with which 
she lias inspired them, the deep inright into the philo- 
sophical and religious meaning of their ceremonies that 
she has gained, and her intimate knowledge of their 
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mk Kilo's j« lulmrlv lit lui for the prt <m utntion of a mon- 
ograph on this people 

The hirbmmn of edtbh imdunml and fftislushi 
plants lolUitid b\ Mrs Stinnson os«r mi aua 110 
tnilis 1101 th and <outli anil GO imU- ia>t and \vt«t fiom 
Znm font mis about 200 sp<*nien« \moiu the mam 
intei estin p \ ninths u< i u ucotu stiamonium, * 
fpcufii lor hi monlngi , Cstilnjo and n milkweed that 
tin Zuui (hum to be then nntm <otton Tin filar of 
the hist is imdi nt tin prist nt tune into a i ord for tin 
rnnie sncit d objuts uses! 1>\ the i tin priests, and theZufii 
assert that nil of then iotton f thru s \n n votui of tins 
plant btfoic tin ml r< nt of tin Spun mis Aeknoulcdg 
mints nro dm to Dr F \ Conlh botanist, I)t p irtinent 
of Vgriciiltmt t and T>r .T >. Host assist nit nimfor, 
United Stiffs Nation il Must uni, for tin it imuteonsns 
sis tun i tit plot tiling 5D-s Steicnson -with fmlities for 
pri sunns: the *olJeition and a No fot thtssifMiig the 
pi tilts 

■it the hi ginning of the fiscal ir Mr J mu s Moouey 
wis m the field in western Oklahoma (iigigul m the 
proseentiou < f rest tribes among the Kiow i mil Chi \tnno 
tubes in the joint intuest of the Bnrnn of \imru in 
Fthuolojn and the Field Columbian JIiisi am, midi r an 
agreement mule m tin preceding \em L\« ept during 
too brtei visits to W nshuigton in Scpti ntbi r and in No 
\embei, 1002, Air 3Iootu\ devoted the i ntiri yeoj to 
researches lelatuig to the sotiul « iistonr* ichgicn and ait 
of tJu tnhis especial att« ution hunggmu to imestiga 
tions of the hernldrj si stem of thi Kiowa and Kiowa 
Apaiht tribes ns ovenij lified in the old turn shn Ids and 
dit orated tipis Hist ork < omprised till prep ai at ion of 
i full senes of shield and tjpi models on n notable sr tie 
togethei with related imtstigntious.ind eolh itions The 
bet ihlrvsttuK and the series ot models ielatin-r to the « on 
fedeiitid Kiowa ami Kiowa Vpichc ire murh finished 
and tin Inttc r is expected to eonstitnt* p n t of tlie Smith 
soman i \hibit at the Louisiana Purchase Kvjw situ n The 
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complete series of models may be estimated to contain 
130 shields and 40 tipis of the Kiowa and confederated 
Apache and a somewhat smaller number from the Chey- 
enne. In April Mr Mooney shifted his base of operations 
about 100 miles north from Mount Scott, in the Kiowa 
country, to a station near Bridgeport, in the Cheyenne 
country, and has since been moving about among the 
widely separated Cheyenne camps. Some weeks were 
devoted to a practical study of the hide-dressing process 
in all its stages in connection with the making of a full- 
sized skin tipi. This important industry is thus for 
the first time placed fully on record. At the close of the 
present year Mr Mooney was preparing to attend the 
great annual sun dance of the Cheyenne, to be held about 
the middle of July. 

In addition to the research work referred to above, 
Mr Mooney has assisted, both in the field and during 
his brief stay in the office, in preparing material for the 
Handbook of Indian Tribes which is in course of prepa- 
ration by the Bureau. 

The heraldry studies of Mr Mooney have opened a new 
field in American ethnology, and are expected to con- 
tribute materially to our knowledge of many questions 
heretofore imperfectly understood in relation to the 
social and military organization, laws of succession, 
war customs, tabu system, and religious symbolism of 
the Plains tribes. The urgency of the work may be 
judged bj the fact that of perhaps 300 shields possessed 
by the Kiowa a generation ago only 8 aie now known 
to be in existence (4 of which have been obtained by 
Mr Mooney for the National Museum), while more than 
half the information gained on the subject came from 
old men who have passed away since the investigation 
began. 

During the year Dr Cyrus Thomas, ethnologist, v as 
engaged mainly on the Handbook of Indian Tribes, under 
the supervision of Mr F. TV. Hodge. In the early months 
he made a final examination of the data relating to the 

24 stb— 05 u 



x\m inrtAi* <o asjpiun rrnv»utn> 

Algonquinii fnmilj, ami latt r took up the Siounn. M»sk- 
hogeati, Tinuiqiuunu, nml Xntchc«an stocks Iliitf 
articles intended for the handbook on xarimis Mibjeets, 
Midi as apiculture, mounds, mnuml •builders, govern- 
ment, nml numerous biographical ski t« his of prominent 
Indians have been prepirod hi Pm tor Thom is. He has 
thus contributed gn itlj to the interests of the Ilun.iti m 
a practical vn}, putting m iinalnml coihim* form much 
of the knowledge me uimil itod during his tfurt> jears 
of son u e in he* cluisr n field. 

Pm toi Thomas Ins boon employe d 1 irjrel) during pie* 
i« ill HR } cars, in direct association with Major Powell, 
in the iru|>oitnnt work of compiling a list of linguistic 
familiis, languages, and dialects of the tulas of Mexico 
and Central Aim run, ami the manuscript of this work, 
eouipnsing some 200 t\p» written piges, was sulmuttcsl 
li} him .it the close of the present 3 ear 

At the beginning of the fwnl jear Mi .1 X, Jt lie wilt 
was engaged m the woik of linking an interlinear trans- 
lation of n \ersiou of theOnomlagi (irn«|uoian) co«mc>- 
logw m)th, obtained in the field in VKXl from Mr .Tolm 
Arthur Oibson. an intelligent nml gifted Suhh a pm s( 
This text is b\ far the longest and fullest of the fne 
\ croons of this mjth le corded bj Mr Hewitt during 
seicial field seasons Two of these texts an* Sc ne< a, two 
are Onomlnga, and one is Molnwh. The Mobaw k text, 
idated bj Mr Seth New house, tin* shorter Onondaga 
text, told bj .Tolm IJuck, and the longei Sonec a text, told 
bj John Aimstrong, we le sent to press m the pienous 
fiscal jear The longei Onomlnga text contains more 
than +4,000 woids in the Onondaga dialci t, to about one- 
thud of xvhu.li an interline ar tianslation has been added 
The first draft of a free translation of it was completed 
111 0 < tober of the piewous fiscal jear This mannsciipt 
will bo read} foi the press «s soon ns the interlmeai 
tiauslation is completed and the fi*e tianslation icwised. 
With it xx ill be submitted the shoiter Seneca \ersiou, 
which is practical!} read} foi the press 
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Latex* in tne year much work was done on portions of 
the ritual of the Condoling Council of the League of the 
Iroquois. A free translation was made of the Onondaga 
version of the so-called Fourteen Matters and also of the 
Mohawk version of the Address of Welcome of the Brother 
Mourning Nations. The Chant of Lamentation, requir- 
ing more titan an hour to intone, was typewritten, ready 
for interlineation. This work has enabled Mr Hewitt to 
ascertain approximately what is yet needful to complete 
his projected monograph on the Condoling Council of the 
League of the Iroquois. 

In September Mr Hewitt, assisted by the Reverend 
Jesse Kirk, an educated and intelligent Klamath quarter- 
blood Indian, undertook the special study of the system 
of blood relationships and affinities among the Klamath, 
of the Lutuamian linguistic family, to ascertain whether 
or not these people have a clan system. This was done 
by means of two charts, one for the paternal and the 
other for the maternal liues of descent. It was shown by 
this study that the Klamath have no such clan system as 
that prevailing among the Iroquois. An extensive vocab- 
ulary of Klamath vocables, covering 57 manuscript pages, 
was also obtained from Mr Kirk. Mr Hewitt also devoted 
much time to work connected with the Handbook of 
Indian Tribes, furnishing, among other contributions, the 
articles on Adoption, Confederacy, and the Attacapan 
family. 

During the jear Mr Hewitt’s regular research work 
has been interrupted to a considerable extent by duties 
imposed in connection with the official correspondence of 
the Bureau. Many communications were xeceived calling 
for information regarding the native languages, especially 
as to the significance of names and the interpretation of 
phrases ami sentences, and these were mostly referred to 
Mr Hewitt for report. Besides this, a number of manu- 
scripts forwarded for examination or for purchase have 
been placed in his hands for expert consideration . 

In past years Mr Hewitt has taken part in the care of 
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the great collection of minuscnpts in the Biueau vaults, 
and toward the close of the pre ent year he was appointed 
custolian of mamisenpts In this capacity he has again 
taken up the woik of identifying cl tssift mg and cata 
logiuug these documents one of no little difficulty, 
requnmg much time 

Di John It Swanton was, engaged foi the greater pait 
of thoyeai in copjingand translating teats obtained bj 
him from the Haida Indians of Queen Chailotte islands 
British Columbia during the vintei of 1900-1901 There 
are two series of these texts taken in the dialects of 
Skidegate and Alasset lespectivelv Of the SKidegate 
series tlieie aie 7 j texts (oue thud of "which aie war 
stones) covering about 3G0 typewritten j ages and of the 
Masset series about 90 texts coloring about the same 
number of pages These texts will 1 e refldr foi puhliea 
tion early in the next fiscal yeai 

Doctoi Swanton has al o been engaged in the piepara 
tu u of a giammatical stuch of the Haida language which 
w bile not exhaustn o \\ ill co\ er all essential points He 
has also in hand a Haida dictionarj 

Doctor fey auton has issisted AL Hodge in the compiln 
tion of the Handbook of Indian Tribe foi which he lin a 
levised copied and arranged all the de^cnptive matter 
relating to the Ckimmesyan Ivohischan Sslishm Skit 
tagctan Takilmau and At akashau linguistic families 

Di Albeit S Gatschet has continued his linguistic 
work giving lus principal attention to the completion 
of a woik on Algouquian texts including the Peoria 
Miami and AYea dialects He has al o made some prog 
less in the prepantion of a Peom dictionarv and giam 
mar and in addition has lendered substantial aid bj 
furnishing linguistic data called foi l v cone pomleiits of 
the Buieau 

Dr Frank RusspJl ethnologist "pent most of the pie 
a ions jeai among the Puna Indians of Arizona and on 
tlii return journtj paid a bnef visit to the I ox tribe m 
Iowa leaching A\ nshmAon m Julj It li- expected thnt 
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the report on his researches v ill appear in the Twenty - 
fourth Annual Report of the Bmeau under the title : The 
Pima Indians of Arizona. His active connection with 
the Bureau ceased on October 30, but certain unfinished 
portions of the work were completed subsequently. 

Mr Stewart Gulin, of the Brooklyn Institute Museum, 
has completed an elaborate monograph on native Ameri- 
can games which he has had in preparation for some 
years. This monograpn appears as the accompanying 
paper of this report . 

In September Mr R. H. Partiidge was commissioned 
by the Acting Director to visit New Mexico for the pur- 
pose of mapping certain ancient ruins situated ill the 
valley of the Rio Hermoso, Socorro county. A month 
was spent in the work, and the map produced and a brief 
report descriptive of the exploration have been placed in 
the Bureau archives. 

Dr Albeit E. .Teaks, ethnologist, on furlough from the 
Bureau and connected with the Ethnological Survey tor 
the Philippine Islands, has communicated some details 
of a successful expedition conducted by himself among 
the Bontoc Igorrotes of northern Luzon. About the 
close of the year he became acting chief of the Ethno- 
logical Smvey, Doctor Barrows, the chief, having been 
appointed commissioner of education for the islands. 

Under the immediate direction of Dr Franz Boas, hon- 
orary philologist, important linguistic studies weie made 
by Mr H. H. St Clair, 2d, among the Ute, Shoslioni, and 
Comanche tribes. Numerous texts, grammatical notes, 
and vocabularies were collected, and in parts of this work 
the phonograph was used with success. That instrument 
was employed for recording the dictation of old men. and 
then the record was repeated slowly by interpreters. 
During the winter months Mr St Clair assisted Doctor 
Boas in carrying forward various linguistic studies; in 
addition, be continued work on a Chinook dictionary, 
on which considerable progress bad previously been 
made, and in June, 1903, began work among certain tribal 
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icmnants m Oie^ou, more puticnlarlj tlu AKea Coo^a 
and Takilma 

Under Doctoi Bon&’s supervision Mi W illinm«Tf nes ton 
tinned In 5 ? linguistic -work among tlic Sunk and Foxes 
m iking a large collection of texts all of vv Inch Lave been 
copied and elaborating a lompiehensive gi immai of the 
language of these tribes Iu these studies Mi Tones lias 
succeeded in cairjing out the anal) •ats of tlic -Vlgonquian 
language in a much more sntisfacton manner than did 
any of the oldn nithors most of whom demoted tlicir 
attention chieflv to ivoiks designed for religious mstrac 
tion It is expected that the mann«crif t of his giam 
matual Studies mil lie completed b) the end of the 
present calendar >eai In the spring of 1901 Air Joins 
made mv estigations of the hnguago of the Kiel i|>oo, 
obtaining a considirable amount of linguistic material 
among that tribe 

Besides dnectiug the vvoik of these assistants Doctor 
Boas has eoutinued lus investigation of the grammai of 
the Tsimslimn and Chinook languages 

The lipcnmg of linguistic studies in Vmerica initiates 
a new era m plulologic lesearch Powtll gave great 
impetus to the vvoik* iml liumeious othei students have 
devoted their eneigics assiduously to the important task 
of recoiding and classifying the AintiU in languages and 
of iiijilviiig the results to the elucid ltion of the historv of 
the languages and peoples The ultimate object of the 
w oik conducted under the dneition of Dcctm B( is is a 
morphological classification of the languages of America 
The euumeiatiou of linguistic stocks published hi Major 
Pow ell in. the Sev euth Annual Report of the Bureau is 
based entnely on vocabularies many of which aie veiy 
buef By means of the studv of the moiphnlogv of Ian 
guages more remote lelationships may he traced and the 
results of lexicographic comparisons mav be confirmed 
The grammatical studies that are earned ou at present 
will therefore sei ve to elucidate manj of the obscure parts 
of the earlier history of our country and the significance 
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of the multitude of languages in California and in the 
lower Mississippi region. The work is being done m 
systematic cooperation with investigators not connected 
with the Bureau. Among these are Dr A. L. Kroeber, 
of the University of California, Dr Roland B. Dixon, of 
Harvard University, and a few other students who are 
collecting material in California, partly for the Univer- 
sity of California, partly for the American Museum of 
Natural History. Up to the present time the Bureau 
has taken up, in connection with this work, morpho- 
logical studies of the languages of the Northwest coast 
and of the Siouan, Shoshonean, and Algonquiau stocks, 
three of the largest on our continent. The work lias 
so far advanced that it is pioposed to prepare at once a 
handbook of the American languages ns a preliminary* 
publication. 

The Bureau has had under way for some yea'rs the 
transcription of the Diceionario tie Motul, a manuscript 
Maya-Spnnish dictionary, borrowed from the libiary of 
the University of Pennsylvania. The copy ih intended 
for the use of Seiior Andomaro Molina, of Merida, Yuca- 
tan, who is engaged in compiling a Maya -English dic- 
tionary to be published by the Bureau. The transcription 
was in the hands of Miss Jessie E. Thomas, librarian of 
the Bureau, but her untimely death in January brought 
the work to a close. The dictionary was returned to the 
university library on March 13, as previously arranged, 
but pci-mission Las since been granted to bring it again to 
Washington when a competent copyist is found. 

An important feature of the work of the year has been 
the preparation of material for a Handbook of the Indian 
Tribes. It u as the Secretary’s wish that this undertaking 
should be carried rapidly to completion, and Mr F. W. 
Hodge, formerly of the Bureau, but now connected 
directly with the Smithsoniau Institution, was detailed 
to take charge of the work. Mr Hodge by arrangement 
has spent the afternoon of each day at the Bureau, and 
has thus been able personally to direct the work, a report 
on which is here present ed. 
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HANDBOOK OF INDIAN TRIBES 

At tbe time of the e irly exploration ami settlement of 
Noitb Ament i there were encountered nnm Indian 
tubes, \ary uig in customs and speaking diverse languages 
Lack of knowledge of the abongmes and iguornnte of 
thur languages led to many curious errors on tbe part of 
the eaily explorers and settlers names wore applied to 
tlie Indians that bad no relation whatever to those by 
w bieb the} were aboriginally known, sometimes nick- 
names were bestowed, owing perhaps to 'Omo personal 
characteristic, fancied or real, sometimes there was 
applied the name given by another tribe, which was often 
opprobrious, frequently an effort was made to employ tbe 
designation by winch a tubal group knew itself, null, .is 
such names aro often unpronounceable by an alien tongue 
and unrepresentable by a civilized alphabet, the result 
was a sorry corruption, vamng ns the sounds were 
impressed on English, Spanish, French, Dutch, Rus- 
sian, or Swedish ears, or recorded m various Iauguigcs, 
only to be as grossly corrupted wheu the next traveler 
appeared 

Sometimes again, bands of a single tribe w ould receive 
distinctive names, while clans orgeutes would be regirded 
as independent autonomous groups, to which separate 
tribal designations were likewise applied Consequently , 
m the allusions to the American Indians which are found 
scattered throughout the literature of the first three 
centuries of the New "World thousands of tribal names 
are encountered only a small proportion of which are 
recognizable at a glance; therefore, one of the most prac- 
tical and important studies that was undertaken at the 
inception of the work of the Bureau was the classification 
of these n imes, with the view of their publication as an 
Indian synonymy As time passed, however, the scope 
of the work was enlarged, for, as the studies of the 
Bureau were prosecuted, a large amount of information 
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in regard to the tribes, both past and present, was gained, 
so that it was deemed desirable to make of the work a 
cyclopedia or handbook of the Indians north of Mexico, 
containing tribal synonyms. 

The work was continued at intervals diming several 
years, most of the scientific corps, particularly Mr James 
Mooney, being engaged in the compilation, under the 
general supervision of Mr H. W. Henshaw, until 1891, 
when, owing to failure of health, Mr Henshaw was com- 
pelled to relinquish ethnologic work. Later, the task 
was assigned to Mr Hodge, who continued it, so far as his 
other duties permitted, until early in 1901, when he was 
transferred to the office of the Smithsonian Institution. 
The work was continued, with many interruptions, until 
November of the present fiscal year, when, as has been 
stated, Mr Hodge was again assigned to the task. In 
accordance with the Secretary’s wish, the scope of the 
work was enlarged so as to include not only descriptions 
of the Indian stocks, confederacies, tribes, subtribes, 
phratries, bands, clans, gentes, and settlements, as pre- <-• 
viously planned, but also biographies of the most noted 
Indians, sketches of the native manners, arts, customs, 
industries, aud antiquities, together with the Indian words 
incorporated into the English language. 

The facilities of the Bureau were immediately made 
available, most of the scientific corps devoting at least a 
part of their time to the work, while the services of others 
not officially connected with the Bureau were enlisted in 
directions in which their special knowledge would be 
advantageous. To this end the Athapascan stock was 
assigned to Dr Washington Matthews, whose ill health 
unfortunately compelled him to relinquish it. The Atta- 
capan, Beothukau, Iroquoian, aud Uchean stocks were 
assigned to ill* J. N. B. Hewitt; the Chimakuan, Chi- 
uookan, Kalapooiau, Knsan, Lutuamian, Shahaptiau, 
Takilman, Waiilatpuan, and Yakonan, to Dr Livingston 
Farrnnd; the Chimmesyan, Eskimauan, Koluschan, Sali- 
shau, Skittagetan, and W akashan, to Dr John K. Swanton ; 
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tin C tlifot mui stocks, to I)i A h Krotbernnd Di Roland 
II Dixon, the Alirnuqman Ohitim ic ban, Knmnknu ni, 
Muskho^o iu, Matches m Suntan, and Timnqunn m, to Dr 
Cirus Thomas, the Cadilom, to AIt*.s Vine C Hotelier, 
and the Ivitunnhnn, to Dr A I’ Chnmborlun, while tin 
Pimnii Yum in md Pueblo stocks w ( ro undertaken pc r 
«onnll\ In Mr HchI^c At the tl«H e f the jenr the work 
on these stock ami tribal descriptions had been well 
tide mu ed, most oi tlu imjiortnnt as well as n number of 
thesmalUrlm^uistu {namps hem,: entire h nuh for final 
editorial rtusion Owins to pressure of otlur duties, a 
immhei of the sjks mlists not oflu lallv e onmeted with tlu 
him in required moit time thm wisexpeiteel so that 
some of the outstanding matter «an not l*e finished as 
so<m as w is desired 

In meorditieo with tlu plan of enlargement of tlu 
scope of tlu handbook outlined bj the Secret in a 
schedule of the nuthmpolor.il mid otlur topics of what 
e\tr luture thought tola nc< es>orj, was prepare <1 and 
these were issi^md to sptu lints for succinet tre it»u*nt 
These who ha\t 1 ceil engage d in this put t f the work are 
Di A L Chimherhm Air Stew ait Culm, Ah*,*, Vim C 
Fleteliu Air T \ It Hewitt AI, I \\ Hod,;., Air \\ II 
Holmes Di A\ sltei Iloiuh Prof O T AI wm I)r 
\A Islington Mattluws AIi Tosephl) Aledum Air Taints 
Ah mu \ Dr T R Swanton and I>i Onus Tlu mas \t 

tlu close of tin fiscal \eai mim of tlu irtules were com 
jilt ted 

Pol si vt ml w c eks Air Hod^e h is been tn r 'a f 'cd in put 
till., in fin il feu m tlu tint liilf of tlu matte r of tlu first 
ot the jiojm s<d two \e hums The montj of the Mgem 
qumti deseniitions (A to AI) itcorded ou about 3D <K)0 
ends was more th m li ilf reuses! foi tho punter by the 
elese of June, and mntennl foi nnm won hncui*tie 
families was awaiting similar echtoiial tieatment 
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EXPOSITION WORK 

Early in the year an allotment of $2,000 was made by 
the Smithsonian Institution, from funds placed at its 
disposal by the Government hoard of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition, to be used by the Bureau in preparing 
an exhibit for the exposition. It is arranged that this 
exhibit shall comprise ethnological and archeological col- 
lections illustrative of the research work of the Buiean; 
and instructions have been given to members of the staff 
in the field to take up the work. Progress has been 
reported by Dr J. W. Fewkes, who will illustrate his 
researches in the West Indies; by Mrs Matilda Coxe 
Stevenson, who will collect specimens illustrating Zufii 
arts and customs; and by Mr James Mooney, who lias in 
hand a series of exhibits designed to represent the her- 
aldic systems of the Plains Indians. 


ILLUSTRATIONS ' 

The illustrations are a most important feature of the 
research and publication work of the Bureau. They con- 
sist of drawings, photographs, rubbings, engravings, etc., 
derived from many sources, and either used in the illus- 
tration of papers or filed for reference. The photographic 
work includes the making of photographs of all visiting 
Indians, copying pictures and maps, and photographing 

specimens. 

Mr DeLaucey Gill lias continued in charge of illustra- 
tion'?, the volume of work being about the same as in 
previous years. The preparation of illustrations, the crit- 
icism and revision of engravers.’ proofs, and the photo- 
graphic work have been carried 011 in the usual manner. 
Illustrations for Doctor Fcwkes’s paper on his Porto Rican 
studies consisting of 25 original drawings and photo- 
graphs, were prepared and sent v itli the manuscript to 
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the Public Pimtei Eugraved prcofs of 130 drawings 
nud photographs intended for use m the Tw entv second 
Annual Report haae been ieeen<ed from the Pubhc 
Punter during the vem and bare 1 een criticised and 
corrected The printed editions of 10 1 colored plites 
representing nearh 1 000 000 impi es«iion$ to be used m 
the Twenta first and Tw eut\ second Annual Rtpoits 
ba\ e been examined b\ Mi Gill and the impeiftct woik 
has 1 een l ejected Drawings to the numbei of about 
200 intended for foitheomiu,, repoits by Mrs M C Stev 
euson and Mi Stewart Culm were executed b\ contract 
under the superi lsion of tbe authors The pieparation 
of lllustiations foi lepoits following the Tweut\ third 
iris tiken ap toxrml the close of the rear 
The photographic woih has progressed satisfactory, 
GIG negatives G$ bv 81 inches bare been made 123 of 
which were exposed m tbe field bj Di Frank. Russell and 
developed m the office laboratory \l outnOO 4 by 5 inch 
films were exposed m the field In Doctor Few kes nud 
al o developed m the office laboi itorv and a large num 
bei of portraits of \isitmg Indians were made during the 
yeai In all 1 14G negatives were added to tbe collection 
and 1 341 punts were made 

Detailed plans by Air Gill of thiee of the great ruined 
buildings of Alexico— tbe temple of Aochicalco tbe 
Temple of the Columns at Alitla and the House of tbe 
Governor at Uxmal — were piepaied tor use m construct 
mg models of the buildings for tbe Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition exhibit of the Smithsonian Institution 


COLLECTIONS 

For a number of years previous to the s^pirafion of the 
work of the Bureau from the Geological Survey , and 
also since the separation took place the Bureau has made 
extensile collections of objects illustrating its researches 
and forming the basis for impoi taut studies The col 
lections have usuallj been catalogued on arrival at the 
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Bureau, aiul after serving their purposes for study and 
illustration have heen transferred to the United States 
National Museum, where they have been recorded and 
properly accredited to the Bureau. 

During the year important collections have been made, 
as follows : Archeological collection from Santo Domingo 
and Porto Rico, by Dr J. W. Fewkes, 1,210 specimens; 
archeological collection from an aboriginal hematite mine 
in Missouri, by Mr W.H. Holmes and Mr Gerard Fowke, 
100 specimens; collection of flint implements from Indi- 
ana and Kentucky, by Mr Gerard Fowke, many thou- 
sands of specimens; ethnological collection from Zufii 
pueblo, New Mexico, by Mrs M. C. Stevenson, 220 speci- 
mens. These have been transferred to the National 
Museum, together with numerous other collections found 
in the Bureau offices and in storage. The latter include a 
large collection from the Maine coast shell -heaps, made by 
Mr F. H. Cushing, 3,0oS specimens; an important collec- 
tion of ethnological material from the Pima Indians of 
Arizona, made by Dr Frank Russell, 324 specimens ; and 
numerous small collections and single specimens. These 
collections are accompanied with all available data relating 
to them, and are so placed in the Museum as to be con- 
venient for study. 


MANUSCRIPTS 

Of peculiar value and interest are the manuscripts 
brought together in the archives of the Bureau. They 
number upward of 1,000, and relate chiefly to the Indian 
languages. Of these documents 332 were transferred by 
the Smithsonian Institution to the Bureau ou its organi- 
zation; many have been presented to the Bureau, since 
that time, a large number have been purchased from 
their authois, while many others have been prepared 
by employees of the Bureau, and, being fragmentary or 
not fully elaborated, have heen filed for future comple- 
tion and for reference. A valuable body of linguistic 
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data i*» thui pnt-tncd am! is nvadnble for tin ii«< of 
students Besides tin hn r nnsti< mntonni mam innerf 
lam oils minusfnpts md ilx mm nts hn\e ire umulnted 
A few of these in htstorn il but tin nmjoritx an of an 
i thnologie < Imrnetct 1 he^e innnusi nj ts an hi j t in two 
fireproof i milts and nt< nth have 1 m * n jil ued under tin 
custodianship t f Air I \ B Tliwitt ethnologist 


PUBLICATIONS 

When tin United States (uo n t tphi i! and f«oI<vn<nl 
Suruv of tin R«* h\ Mmnt on Iti^ion \\ is dm mtimied 
h\ nit of Conenss nppnvid Mmh 1 1870 it hud pul* 
lishtd tMOinlumisiti (pirn to (1 and 1) of n series ef Con 
tnl lit tons to North \nn rio m Ithmlo^x Thohnim nit 
undo nil nppixptintion for • < inphtum and pr«.pmn_,for 
puhli ation othi r eoluinis < f thi senes T hi wtrhwns 
j ut in eh »r.;i t f Major 1 W Pi w« II pn e mush l>in < tor 
of the Rnehv M< tint uu Sun i\ and the Bure mi of Hh 
mlo^v w is organized 'I hi m w Bun m eontimud the 
puldu ition of tin C< ntril litmus and in 1880 the Di 
n i toi he gnu a «e ms < f annu d n |«>rts « f progress to the 
Skentntj of the bnntltsoni m Institution, vhuh wen 
published, with m ompnimn. seientifi pnjers m ilhis 
tritielnnilo tun echinus I hi j nntin^of the volume* 
if l ith sents was it first spiualh authorized he Con 
gression il resolution hut on Man li 2 18M volumes G t > 
10 of the Conti ilmtions wen provided for hv a single 
resolution 

Unde r the joint n solution of Derust r > ISsO the Dim hr 
of the Bureau tonumneid in the following u ir the pub 
Mention td n Mwe i i Vm’iYeVrns xq tnAirvo tvnrn •cm\xmrn\ 
winch was < outimud bv authority of tlio iom urn ut reso 
lutmn of Tulv 2S 1888 The public prujtin^ at t of Tan 
nan 12 180 > winch suj>erseded dl previous nets anel 
rcsolutwns lelntmu to pubhi piintim’ and bind 1114 pro 
euled foi tin eontimimu e of the senes of annual icports 
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only. At that time there liad been published or were m 
course of publications volumes of Contributions to North 
American. Ethnology, numbered 1 to 7 and 0, 24 bulletins, 
and 13 annual reports. 

From 1893 to 1900 the Bureau issued the series of 
annual reports only, but on April 7 of the latter year 
Congress passed a concurrent resolution authorizing the 
commencement of a new series of bulletins in royal 
octavo, uniform with the annual reports. Three num- 
bers of this series (23 to 27) have been issued. The pres- 
ent edition of both annual reports and bulletins is 9.GS2 
copies, of which the Senate receives 1,500, the House 
3,000, and the Bureau 3,300 (of wbieb 300 are distributed 
by the Smithsonian Institution). From the remaining 
1,G$2 are drawn the personal copies of the members of 
Congress, those for the Library of Congiess and a tew 
other Government libraries, and those sold by the Super- 
intendent of Documents and distributed by him to various 
designated libraries throughout tlie country. 

Besides the series mentioned there have been issued 
small editions of several miscellaneous publications, 
intended chiefly or wholly for the use of collaborators 
and correspondents. These comprise tbiee introductions 
to the study of aboriginal activities (one having been 
published previously by tlie Rocky Mountain Survey) ; a 
collection of Indian gesture signs: a set of proot -sheets 
of a bibliography of Ninth American languages; a pro- 
visional list of the principal North American tiihes, with 
synonyms; and two samples of style for the Handbook 
of American Indians that is now in preparation. 

There have been issued up to the present time 19 an- 
nual reports, of which 4 are in 2 parts; 27 bulletin'', of 
which 24 are in octavo, unbouud, and 3 in royal octavo, 

’ bound; 8 volumes of Contributions, of which one is in 2 
parts; 4 introductions to the .study of aboriginal activities, 
and G miscellaneous pamphlets; making G9 volumes and 
pamphlets in all. The papers published have covered 
the entire range of aboriginal characters, activities, and 
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Regularly, without special request, to working anthro- 
pologists, public libraries, scientific societies, institu- 
tions of learning, and others who are able to contribute 
to the work of the Bureau through publications, ethnologic 
specimens, or manuscript notes; (2) to others in response 
to special requests, frequently indorsed by members of 
Congress. 

During the year 1,380 copies each of the Nineteenth 
Annual Report and Bulletins 2G and 27 have been sent 
to regular recipients, about one-half of them in the United 
States; and 3,600 miscellaneous volumes and pamphlets 
have been sent in response to about an equal number of 
special requests, more than 200 of which have come 
through Congressmen, about 400 volumes having been 
sent in response. 


EDITORIAL WORK 

The editorial work has been in charge of Mr H. S. 
Wood, assisted during July, August, and a part of Sep- 
tember, 1902, by Dr Elbert J. Benton. This work has 
comprised the proof-reading of the Twentieth Annual 
Report, Bulletin 27, and Bulletin 25, and of the galleys 
of the Twenty-first and Twenty -second Animal Reports, 
the preparation of a list of abbreviations for Bulletin 25, 
and the reading in manuscript of the Mayan and Mexican 
papers already mentioned. 


LIBRARY 

Although books and documents relating to ethnology 
were collected to a limited extent by the Geological Sur- 
veys, almost from, their inception, the library of the Bureau 
did not have a separate existence until 1882, at which time 
a librarian was first appointed in the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, with which organization the Bureau was 
still domiciled. The systematic acquisition of volumes by 

24 ETH— - 05 III 
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purchase or exchange was begun at that time, though the 
first entry in the list of accessions was not made until 
18S5. From then until separatihn from the S m vey the 
record shows a steady giowth, though it was slow, as 
allotments for purchase were small At the time of the 
removal from the Survey building, m 1893, the vol- 
umes numbered about 2,500 Since that date growth 
has been more rapid, partly by reason of larger allotments 
for purchase, but chiefly through judicious exchange 
The library now contains 11,803 volumes, somewhat more 
than G,000 pamphlets, and several thousand numbers of 
unbound periodicals 

Only boohs dealing with the American Indians and* 
such general works as are needed for coustant leference 
are piucliased, but books and periodicals treating of all 
branches of anthropology and the related sciences are 
received m exchange. 

During the yeai there have been received 524 volnraes, 
about 000 pamphlets, and the current numbers of more 
than 500 periodicals. 


PROPERTY 

The property of the Bureau may be grouped in seven 
classes, as follows (1) Office furniture, appliances, aud 
supplies; (2) field outfits, (3) ethnologic manuscripts 
and othei documents; (4) photographs, drawings, etc , 
for illustrations ; (5) boohs and periodicals; (0) collec- 
tions held temporarily by collaborators for use in research; 
(7) undistributed residue of the editions of Bureau pub- 
lications 

The additions to the office and field property during the 
j-fvw'.lwj# been Sery ami uiuraportaut Numerous minor 
manuscripts have been added, principally in connection 
with tho Handbooh of Indian Tribes The illustrative 
material has been increased by several bnndred negatives 
and by numerous prints and drawings The library has 
continued to grow steadily through exchange aud, to a 
limited extent, by purchase. 
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ACCOUNTS 

When the present Chief took cbhrge of the office a 
clerk who had been transferred fiom one of the execu- 
tive departments occupied the position of custodian of 
accounts and property. It was ascertained during the 
spring that vouchers were being tampered with, and he 
was promptly arrested and indicted. 

A critical examination of the Bureau accounts thus 
became necessary, and all papers connected with disburse- 
ments were at once turned over to the disbursing officer 
of the Smithsonian Institution, who proceeded to give 
them the fullest scrutiny. One noteworthy result of this 
examination was the discovery of the fact that deficien- 
cies existed for the years 1901 and 1902, amounting to 
between $600 and $700. The accounts at the close of the 
present year were fortunately in such condition that a 
sufficient balance remains to liquidate this indebtedness, 
if Congress so desires. At the close of the year the 
accounting work was again placed in charge of the 
Bureau; and, with its other affairs, is now reorganized' 
and put on a proper business footing. 


NECROLOGY 
John Wesley Powell 

John Wesley Powell, founder and director of the Bureau 
of American Ethnology, was born March 24, 1834, at 
Mount Morris, N. Y. He died September 23, 1902, at his 
summer home in Haven, Me., and was buried in Arling- 
ton National Cemetery with the honors due to a soldier. 

His boyhood was spent mostly in the town of Jackson, 
Ohio, where his mind was first directed toward the study 
of nature by James Crookham, an eccentric but able 
teacher of the village youth. He was a student for brief 
periods in Jacksonville and Oberlin colleges, and, taking 
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up natural lnston studio*? traxcrM-d main sections of the 
Middle W ost and South, observing, studx mg, and collect 
mg It was thus no doubt that lie acquired *\ decided 
bent for exploration but it was probably Ins experience 
as an officer in the cml war tint developed the masterlv 
qu ilities which made lnm a leader among men and an 
organiser 111 the realm of science 

At the dose of the war, declining political preferment, 
he resumed Ins scientific studies ami engaged in te iching 
and in lecturing on geolog} During Ins connection with 
Weslcxan UimerMt} and the mmol'. State J^crmal Dm 
xersitx he conducted classes m the field and thus became 
more fully a dexotec of research In 1867 bo found his 
wrj to the Far West where later he reached the climax 
of his c ireer as an explore r m lus memorable voyage down 
tlie Grind Can} on of tin Colorado This expedition 
brought into plax hi-> splendid eon race and commanding 
abilities and the *?tor} of lus adventures is fraught with 
deep and romantic interest On these journe} s of explo 
ration contact with the natixe trilis gave him in interest 
in ethnolog} and thenceforth for man v x ears his energies 
were dnided almcst cqualh between the sciences of 
gcologx a ml anthropolog} 

Major Powell s mind w as so 1 roadened and strengthened 
by the x med experiences of liiscarlx career that when he 
was called upon to enter the sorxice of the nation as 
explorer geologist geographer aud t thnologist he natn 
rallx assumed the rile of organizer He gathered about 
lnm tlie best axailable men in the xanous departments of 
science assigning them to the fields for xx Inch their abih 
ties particularly fitted them but at all times be was the 
master spirit compassing with clear xision the widest 
horizon and easih pointing the way to e\en ffie ahfcsf 
His vigorous methods w ere an inspiration and lus large 
miudedness and generosit} made a deep impression on 
scores of students, who recognized the potent influence 
exerted by the master 

As Dneetor of the Geological Survey Major Powell 
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originated and conducted many enterprises of importance 
to science and to public welfare, but he was finally forced 
by failiug health to withdraw from all branches of the pub- 
lic service save that relating to ethnologic research; in 
1PD3 he resigned the directorship of the Geological Survey 
to devote the remainder of his life to the science of man, 
and as Director of the Bureau of American Ethnology lie 
achieved results that establish his claim to lasting renown. 
The Bureau of American Ethnology is peculiarly his, the 
lines of research initiated by him being in the main those 
that must be followed ns long as the Bureau lasts — iu fact 
ns long as the human race remains a subject of study. 
Although the investigations made and directed by Powell 
related almost exclusively to the American race, the results 
are so broad as to apply to all mankind. It wasafortuuate 
circumstance that liis energies were directed to a field little 
encumbered by the forms, methods, and determinations of 
earlier students, since it enabled him to conduct his inves- 
tigations on new lines, and thus to raise the science to a 
higher plane. 

The series of volumes published by the Bureau, which 
are more completely Powell’s own than the world can ever 
know, are a splendid monument to h is memory, a monu- 
ment that will lose noue of its impressiveness as the years 
and generations pass, and when, a little later, the Indian 
race and its unique culture arc but shadows on the 
face of the world, and other primitive peoples have like- 
wise passed forever out of view, this monument that 
Powell has reared will stand, not only for himself but for 
the nation, among the most important contributions to 
human history ever made by an individual, an institution, 
or a state. The world of the future, viewing Powell’s 
career, will thank the guiding star that led the farmer boy 
to become a teacher, the teacher a soldier, the soldier an 
explorer, the explorer a geologist, and the geologist the 
historian of a vanishing race. 
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Jessie E. Thomas 

On J anuary 14, 1903, a skating accident caused the death 
of Mis® Jessie E Thomas, librarian of the Bureau 

Miss Thomas -was born at Carbondnle, H] , October 31, 
1875 She received a public school education; studied 
French, German, and Spanish under private teaehers; 
and during foui years which she spent ns secretary and 
assistant to her father, Dr Cyrus Thomas, of the Bureau, 
gained considerable knowledge of the Maya language and 
of the litexatuie relating to the American Indians in gen- 
eral, as well ns some experience in proof reading and in 
lubhograjihic work She acquired familial it\ with library 
methods thiough attendance at Columbian Dmversifj, 
Washington, D C , and in May, 1900, was temporarily 
appointed to fill a i acnncj in the staff of the Bureau 
library, of which Mr F W Hodge was then in charge 
In September the appointment was made permanent, after 
Mm Thomas had passed highest in a special examination 
given by tbe United States Cml Service Commission to 
fill the position 

On Mi Hodge’s resignation in tbe following January 
she was put m full ebaige, and from that time uutil 
her death performed with marked ability the difficult 
task of administering a scientific library Much of Mm 
Thomas’s time w ns taken up by tbe copying of the MotuI 
dictionary (M«y«-Spanisb, Spanish Maya) from tbe late 
Doctoi Brmton’s collection, nnd in addition to her other 
duties* she ga\e considerable attention to bibliographic 
studies intended to lessen the labors of students of anthro- 
pology 

Her extreme carefulness and methodical habits are well 
illustrated by the perfect order in which all her work 
w as left, and her staunch character, modest demeanor, and 
lo% able disposition were highly appreciated bj htr 
associates 
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ACCOMPANYING PAPER 

This report is accompanied by a single paper, n mono- 
graphic study of American Indian games, by Mr Steivart 
Culiu. Tbo collection of tbo data therein embodied was 
begun by tbo author a number of years ago, in collabora- 
tion with Mr F. H. Cnsliing, but at the time of Mr Cush- 
ing’s death slight insight had been gained into the real 
character and significance of the games as a whole,. The 
popular notion that games of chance are trivial in nature 
and of no particular significance as a subject of research 
soon gave way, under the 'well-conducted studies of Mr 
CuJJn, to an adequate appreciation of their importance as 
an integral part of human culture. Although engaged in 
by both men and women, apparently as a pastime, and 
played persistently and with utter recklessness as to the 
wagers laid, games of all classes are found to be inti- 
mately connected with leligious beliefs and practices, and 
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to Jiave universally a devotional aspect and in cases a 
divinatory significance Mr Culm’s studies, tlieiefore, 
not only afford an understanding of the technology of the 
games and of their distribution, as well as their bearing 
on the history of the tribes, but they contribute in a 
remarkable manner to an appreciation of natire modes of 
thought and of the motives and impulses that underlie 
the conduct of primitive peoples generally The paper 
thus practically creates the ‘science of games and for the 
first time gives this branch its proper place m the science 
of man 
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GAMES OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS 


By &TLW'\RT Culin 


PREFACE 

In the spring of 1891 the writer was invited by Prof F. IV. Putnam 
to prepare aud take charge of an exhibit illustrative of the game-, 
of the world, at the Columbian Exposition at Chicago. During the 
course of the exposition his attention was directed b\ Mr Frank 
Hamilton Cushing to the remarkable analogies existing between the 
oriental and modern European games in the collection and those of 
the American Indians. A joint work in which Mr Cushing should 
discuss the American games and the writer those of the Old World 
was then projected. Mr Cushing's ill health delayed and finally 
prerented his proposed collaboration. Deeply impressed with the 
importance of the subject, the present author took up the systematic 
study of American games, constantly aided by Mr Cushing’s advice 
and suggestions. In 1895, at the request of Dr G. Brown Goode, 
Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, in charge of the 
United States National Museum, he prepared a collection of games 
for the exhibit of the National Museum at the International nnd 
Cotton States Exposition nt Atlanta, Ga. A catalogue of this col 
lection, including a comparative study of the Indian stick-dice 
games, which is incorporated in the present volume, was published 
in the report of the United States National Museum for 1890. Stimu- 
lated by this work, increased attention was paid to Indian games 
by collectors and students in the field Dr George A. Dor-ev , curator 
of anthropology in the Field Columbian Museum, undertook the 
systematic collection of specimens of gaming implements of all the 
existing tribes To his efforts and those of Ins assistants. Rev. 
H. R. Yoth, Dr J. W. Hud-on. Dr C. F. Neweombe, Mr S. C. Suture-, 
and Mr Charles L. Owen, is chiefly due the great wealth of material 
on which the writer has been enabled to draw in the preparation of 
his work. Doctor Dorsey not only encouraged the widest ttse of the 
collections in the Field Columbian Museum, but made many special 



30 * OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDI1NS |rrn *x* "4 

inquiries of the Indian and freely placed the field notes and manu 
Scripts which he lnm-elf had intended for publication in the hands 
of the writer V trip through the Indian resen ntions made with 
Doctor DorM.\ in the summer of 3000 resulted in the collection of 
much i iw material, and subsequent trips made bi the writer alone in 
1001 1002 1003 1001 and lOOo Melded sit isfacton re-ults. 

In 1$03 on the mutation of Dr \\ T McGee of the Bureau of 
Vtncricun Fthfiologj the writer arranged with tfe Bureau for the 
publication of the present volume It contains a classified and illus- 
trated lit of practicalh all the Vmencan Indiui gaming imple- 
ment® m Vmencan and European museum® together with a more 
or ie> exhau tile summary of tiie entire literature of the subject 
The collection has been confined to games in which implements are 
cmploted and the argument re ts directlv on the testimony afforded 
bj them Indian children hare mans amusements which the\ plav 
without implements *nth as tap etc. corns. ponding to those of cin 
lization hut the-<. belong to a different category from those herein 
described and their exclusion does not affect the questions under di« 
cussion Since the relation and m no small degree the significance 
of the games become through comparison self-evident the writer has 
retained the catalogue form for Ins worl prefacing the whole with a 
general dissertation and each of the several dm®ion» into which the 
game® nitnnllj' fall with a short introduction 

In conclusion the writer desires to express his obligations to Amer 
iron and foreign students and collector-.. who have generously placed 
at Ins disposal material which thev have zealou 1\ collected His 
thanks are due a No to the Chief of the Bureau of Vmencan Eth 
nology and the curators of the United Mates National Mu-eum who 
have in ever\ wa\ aided and facilitated Ins work 
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The games of the American Indians may be divided into two gen- 
eral classes: I, games of chance; II. games of dexterity. Dames of 
pure skill and calculation, such as chess, arc entirely nb-ent. The 
Indian games of chance fall into two categories: 1, game* in which 
implements of the nature of dice are thrown at random to determine 
a number or numliers and the sum of the counts is kept by means of 
‘ticks, pebbles, etc., or upon an abacus, or counting board, or circuit : 
2, games in which one or more of the players guess m which of two 
or more places an mid or particularly marked lot is concealed, success 
or failure resulting in the gain or loss of counters. The games of 
dexterity may be enumerated as: 1 , archery in various modifications; 
2, a game of sliding jaielins or darts upon the hard ground or ice; 
5. a game of shooting at a muting target consisting of a netted wheel 
or a ring; 4, the game of ball in set oral highly specialized forms; 
5, the racing games, more or less related to and complicated with thQ. 
ball games. J D addition, there is a subclass related to the games of 
shooting at a moving target, of which it is a immature and solitairo 
form, corresponding to the European game of cup and ball. 

Games of all the clashes designated aro found among all the Indian 
tribes of North America and constitute the games par excellence of 
the Indians. Children hate a variety of other nmusements. such as 
top spinning, mimic fights, and similar imitative sports, but the 
games first described are played only by men. and women, or youths 
and maidens, not by children, and usually at fixed seasons as the 
accompaniment of certain festhals or religious rites/ 

■ There is a well-marked affinity and relationship existing between 
the manifestations of the same game, eten among the mo«t widely 
separated tribes. The sanations are more in the materials employed, 
due to environment, than in the object or method of play. Precisely 
the same games are played by tribes belonging to unrelated linguistic 
stocks, amf in genera? the satiations cfo not Mlw differences in 
language. At the same time, there appears to be a progress! \ e change 
from what =eems to be the oldest forms of existing games from a 
center in the southwestern United States, along lines north, north- 
east, and east. Similar changes probably occurred along lines radi- 
ating from the same center southward into Mexico, but in the absence 
of sufficient data this conclusion can not be verified. 

31 
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1 here is no evidence tint any of the game-, descnlied were imported 
into America at anj time either before or after the Conquest On the 
other hand, iher appear to be the direct and natural outgrowth of 
aboriginal institutions m Vmcnca Tlicv show no mollifications due 
to white influence other than the decay which characterizes all Indian 
institutions under existing conditions. It is probable, however, that 
the wide dissemination of certain game* — for example the hand 
game — is of comparative^ recent date, due to wider and less restricted 
intercourse through the aliolition of tribal wars Playing cards 
and, probable, the simple board game called bv the English nine 
men's morns are among the ft w games borrowed bi the Indians from 
the white* On the other hand, we have taken their lacrosse in the 
north and racket in the south, and the Mexicans on the Rio Grande 
plav all the old Indian games under Spanish names. 

Mv first conclusions as to the interrelation and common origin of 
Indian games were based upon a comparative studv of the «tick-dice 
game, published in the report of the United States National Museum 
for I89C * I was then, in default of other data, inclined to new the 
question from its objective side and to explain the manifold inter 
relationships of the dice games n» due clneflv to the progressive modi 
fications of the implements era plo veil This explanation however 
failed to account for the manifest relations which I afterward dis- 
covered between the dice game and most of the other games, ax well 
as those winch exist between the gaming implements and mani cere 
momal appliances, oud I was led to the conclu ion that behind both 
ceremonies and game* there exi«ted <om>* widespread mrth from 
which both derived their impulse 

References to games are of common occurrence in the origiu ravtlis 
of various tnbes. They usual Iv const t of a description of a senes 
of contests in which the demiurge the first man the culture hero 
overcomes some opponent a foe of the human race In exercise of 
superior cunning skill, or magu Compan-on of these im ths not 
onh reveal their practical iimtr hut disclose the prims 1 gambler? 
as those curious children the divine Twin* the miraculous off pnng 
of the Sim who are the pnncipil person iges ui manr Indian mvtholo- 
me* They live in the east and in the we*t tliev rule night and 
dar winter and summer Ther are the morning and evening stars. 
Their virgin mother who appear? also as their sister and their wife, 
m constantly spoken of as their grandmother and is the Moon or 
the Fartb, the Spider Woman, the embodiment of the feminine 
principle in nature \lwav« contending tliev are the original 
patrons of plav, and their games are the games now play ed by men 
I shall re~erve for another work the tn«k of attempting to untwine the 
•Chw* «ttd rim 'las Club. 







INTRODUCTION 


33 

tangled web in which the myth of the Twins is interwoven. These 
tales are involved with those of two other similar cosnucal person- 
ages, who occupy places midway between them. We find the follow- 
ing description of the Twins in their relation to games in Mr Cush- 
ing's ncconnt of the Zulu YT nr Gods : * 

!»! and of Chance and l'ate were they the masters of fo redeeming, for thej 
carried the word {minted arrow* of destiny (*lMV]1vveltt*lnn|iii). like the regions 
of men. four in mimtier And thej carried Hie Rliuttlecoeks of dli Inntlou 
(Ixlpixlllwe). like the region* of men. four In nuuit>er And they carried the 
tube* of hidden tiling* (fyonkolot'.mnwei, tike the regions of men, four iu num- 
Is-r. and the rerenlliu l>all* thereof (Oankolote tsemik’yn incline), like the 
region* of men, four In number Ten. and they bore, w Itb these, other things— 
the feather bow nnd {ilutne arrow of fnr finding tipped tilth Hie shell of heart 
searching: mid the nice stlik* of swift Journey* nnd tv ny-u Inning (mdtl 
kwnwe) . tn o of them, the right and the left, the pursuer nml the pursued of men 
In contention All these thing* ttherenlth to divine men’* ch-mre. nnd play 
Satins, of hazard, wagering the fate of whole nntlou* In mere pastime, had they 
with them 

The significant emblems of the Twins are their weapons. These 
consist of it throwing-club made of heavy wood, their 1 Kitts nnd cane 
arrows, the botts interchangeable with a lance, nnd n netted shield. 
These objects arc distinguished one from the other by their markings, 
which again are commonly fourfold, one pair referring to one of 
the Twins, nnd one to the other. In this fourfold division we find 
included those other interrelated twins of whom mention has been 
. made. Gaining implements are almost exclusively derived from these 
symbolic weapons. For example, the stick dice arc either arrow 
shafts or miniature hows and ft similar origin may be asserted for 
the implements used in the hand game and in the four-stick game 
Counting sticks in general and sticks for the stick game are arrows • 
The engraved and painted tubes u*cd in the guessing game ate arrow 
•hoftments. In thp games of dexterity wo find ngain bows and 
arrows and the netted shield with bows. Snow-snakes arc either the 
club, the hows, or arrow* Hall seems to be less sure, but the racket 
may be referred to the net shield. The painted sticks of the kicked* 
billet race are miniature how s. The opposing players are frequently 
the representatives of the two War Gods. We find gaming imple- 
ments, as things pleading to the gods, among the objects sacrificed 
upon the altar of the Twins in Zuni. 

This is well illustrated in the model of the shrine of the War God 
arranged for exhibition by Mrs Matilda Cose Stevenson in the 
United States National Museum (plate n).* 

■ Outlines Of Zu6t Crestloo Myths Thirteenth Anna*! Report of the Bureau of Etb 
hoIobj, P «3, 1890 

►The following la n descriptive label of the altar of the War God In the Museum fur 

nlshed b} Mr* Rtevenson Idol sod paraphernalia of the Thai «ar god Ahaijuto em 

ployed In the worship o( the deity and forming * petition for mla The plumes surround 
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♦ The games on the altar are as -follows Set of fom cane dice (fig 
ure 2S4) , set of four long cane dice (figure 2) , *-et of fom wooden 
cylinders for hidden ball game (figure 493) , tw o corncob feather darts 
with bill made of yucca leaves (figure 549) , sticks for kicked billet 
game (figure 913) 

From the account of the altars, of the twin 1\ ar Go Is among the 
Hopt given bv Doctor I ewl es,« it would appear that the gamc« aie 
absent but we find them upon the altars in the riute cei emom I • or 
example on the nltar of the Drab Tlute (Maeilema) from Or id i 
as reconstructed in the Tielil Columbian Mu«euin at Chicago four 
little Howerlike cups yellow, green red, and white, rest upon tlie floor 
at the base of the efligt Between them ore two wooden cylinders 
painted black corresponding to the kicked sticks of the Zum rice 
game V com husk nng tied to a long stick, precisely like one n~ed 
in certain forms of the ring and djrt game stands on each side of 
the pimcipal figure * 

In addition stuck on sand mounds at the right and left are nrtih 
ciol trees or plants covered with flowers. These flowers are wooden 
gaming cups, 16 m number — 4 white, 4 green 4 red and 4 \eJlow 
Tin four cups are seen again surmounted with birds resting upon 
cloud symbols on the IIopi Oaqol nltar (figure 1) 

Tn general, games nppear to lie pined ceremonial It a pleasing 
to the gods, with the object of securing fertility, causing rain giving 
and prolonging life, expelling demons or curing Ficknes. Jf\ 
former conclusion ns to the divinaton origin of game so far as 
\inencn is concerned was based upon Mr Cu lungs «itgg» lion that 
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tin* paining implement- which are -jcTificed upon tlie Zufu nltnr were 
symlxiW of the tlivitiation with which the ceremonies were originally 
connect oil. From that point of \ lew the divination might Ik* regarded 
as nil experiment in which the dramatization of war, the chase, agri- 
culture, the magical nle- that -retired -neer-.- oicr the enemy, the re- 
prvdnction of animal- and the fertilization of coni, i- performed in 
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order to discoter the probable outcome of human effort, representing 
a desire to secure tlie guidance of the natural powers by which 
humanity wa- assumed to lie dominated A- opposed to this view, it 
should lie said that I hove no direct evidence of the employment of 
gomes in divination by the Indians apart from that afforded by Mr 
Cushing’s assertion in regard to the Zulu sholiwe This game is 
ceremonially plated to-day to secure win 








TABCLAR INDEX 


37 




GiMt.i o> t»i> \orrii tiirricAs imiimi in, 


.18 





i 

t 




Chino Van •Cork 




EaHnwuuTkt vt 




tiUnoivtHln 
Itv^njan mart 


vlork 

Bojuonivk 


kol fS" * ,of * 


M«T«n^«k 
Mofjunlainima «tovk 








40 


GAMES OF THE NOPTO AMEJUCAS INDIES frrn 










GAMF* 01 CIIWCE 


The ultimate object of all Indian games of chance is to determine 
a number or series of number* gun or lo". depending upon tlvc 
priority in ’wlucb the players arrue at a definitive goal The Indian 
chance games as before mentioned mai be divided into dice games 
and guessing games— that is into those in which the hazard depends 
upon the random fall of certain implements emploied like dice, and 
those in which it depends upon the guess or choice of the jilayer , one is 
objective the other subjective In general, the dice games are plaveil 
m silence while the guessing games are accompanied by singing and 
drumming once doubtless incantations to secure the aid and favor 
of the divinity who presides o\cr the gome 
The guessing games consist of four kinds 

I Those m which a bundle of sticks originslh shaftroents of 
arrows, are divided in the hands the object Wing for the opponent 
to guess in which hand the odd stick or a p irtittthdv marked stick 
is held these for convenience I have designated stick games. 

II Those in which two or four sticks one or two marked are held 
in the hands the object being to guess which hand holds the un 
marked *tick for these the common name of hand game has been 
retained 

III Those in which four «tick« marked m pairs are hidden 
together the object being to guess their relative position these I hare 
designated four stick gomes. 

3\ Those in which some small object — a stone stick or bullet — 
13 hidden in one of four wooden tubes in one of four moccasins, or in 
the earth, the object being to guess where it is hidden for these I 
have accepted Mr Cushing s designation of the hidden bait game 
and for a particular form of the game the common descnptnc name 
of the moccasin game 

DICE GUIES 

Under this caption are included all game3 in which number is 
determined by throwing at random, objects wluch for convenience, 
may be termed dice. A game or games of this type arc here described 
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ns existing among 130 tnlxrs belonging to 30 linguistic stocks, nu<l 
from no one tribe does it appear to have been ab-ent. 

The essential implements coiw-f, fiM, of the dice, anil, second, 
of tlie instruments for keeping count. The dice, with minor excep- 
tions have two faces, distinguished by colors or marking,, and ore 
of a great variety of materials — split canes, wooden states or blocks, 
bone states, beater and woodchuck teeth, walnut shells, peach and 
plum «tones. grains of com, and lsme, shell, bra-s and pottery disks 
They are either thrown lit hand or tossed in a Imwl or basket, this 
difference giving ri**.* to the two principal tjpes of the game- Bath 
arc frequently found among the same trdie, and the evidence goes to 
show that the (u-ket-dire game, which is must commonly plated hy‘ 
women, is n derivatite from the game in which the dice are thrown 
L»v hand. In the latter the dice are cast in a variety of ways— tossed 
in the air against n hide or blanket, struck ends down upon a stone 
or a hide di«k, ft ruck ends down upon a «tone held in the hand, or 
allown! to fall freely upon the earth or upon a hide or blanket. 

There are many variation* in the method of counting, but tin) 
can all 1« di tided into two general classes — those* in which the score 
i-» kept with sticks or counters which pax* from hand to hand, and 
those in which it i* kept iijhui a counting Ixnrd or abacus. In the 
first the counters are usually in multiples of ten, infrequently of 
twelve, am! tnrv from ten tip to one hundred and twenty. The) com- 
jnonlv consist of Micks or twigs, and. from the fuct that arrows are 
emplovcd by fome tribes and that many others use sticks I tearing 
marks th.it mnv lie referred to those on arrow •*hnftmrnt«, they may 
lx* regnrded ns having lieen derived from arrows, for which the 
game may have originally lieen played. The game terminate* when 
one of the opposing side* wins all the counter*. The counting board 
or abacus consists either of stones plncod in a square or circle upon 
the ground, of a row of small Micks or pegs, or of an inscribed cloth, 
hide, stone, or lxnrd. It is almost invariably arranged in four divi 
fcions, consisting of ten place* each, the number of counts in the cir- 
cuit varying from forty to one hundred and sixty. In connection 
with the counting board, men, or pit cos, frequently known as 
“horses,” are used to indicate the positions of the several players. 
It is an invariable rule that when a mail, or piece, falls upon a place 
occupied by n man of an opponent, the latter piece is said to lie killed, 
and is sent back to its storting place. The number of plajers varies 
from two, one on each side, up to nil indefinite number, depending 
upon those who desire to take part. Two or four are most com- 
mon, the spectator* Ix-tting upon the result. Both men and women 
participate in the dice games, but usually apart. In their ceremonial 
forms these ore distinctive!) mens games. As mentioned in the 
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introduction* the dice game was one of the game*, ‘acred to the M ai 
God in Zum and tin. cane dice were sacrificed upon hi-’ -Iirine l ig 
uce 2 represents a **1 of such «acnfiml dice collect! d l>v the writer 
from the slirine of the W ar God on Com mountain, Zum, in 1°02 
Tl ev con«i s t of four split ernes 
1^ inches in length painted black 
on the out«id» an l bound in 
I pair® one titling into the other, 

) to form a cro-.* The middle an 1 

1 , * two en<L» nre lied with cotton 

corl *° down feather- arc 
s > ^V , .3ir attached. The~i canes appear to 

* /c haw been U«ed lfl a different form 

of the dice game from that de 
v cribed in the pre-ant viltmi as 

„ ... ^ , plated in Zinu 

Fla l SitnS I»1 e*rolo« tun from «hrto» * — »■*,>. r- i ’ . 

oi w»r ood, zn« indi»u, Zorn. •>** xi»* lar J it alter rewires* men 

* ,'»»'?>' <■; r*™"* 

p»nn»TH»ni«. . bung placed with oilier nl jects 

, npon the Tewa kirn altar (plate 

m) erected at the winter «olstice at Ilant and m a letter* to the 
writir sals that the markings m the-e canes re-eudle very clo=ely 
those cm the «et (figure °00) which li^ found in the old altar nt Cher Ion 
\ comparison of the dice games of the Indians throughout the 
United States led the writer at first to refer them all lo'eane such 
as are employed in the Zum game 

of dichwe These canes in their _ _£^ —} s» 

original form consist of split arrow 
diaftment® and are marked both ^ 

inside and out with bands or rib- I V. A *1 * 

honings corresponding with the 

markings on the arrows of the ■- _n. 

four world quarters Mam of the * — — s ZaA I _lP * 

wooilen dice which the Zm i call 
“ wood canes ** bear an mci-ed mark ■ - 

on the inner B ile ? corresponding 1 s i r . /’ .ghj ** 

to tie inner concave side of tha F ° f- c *°* dlr * letwia 

« lncba«; Zaii ZoaU \iw U«I 

canes I he cheiron pattern on the <* r»«.no lenFmUmnaDisdtM 
outer face of nianr of the tares •"«*«. CniTerUtr ot,p»an*TtT*iii» 
agrees witli and appears to be ilerned from. the cro-shat thing On the 
sholiwe When the staves are differentiated bv marks, these too, 
agree more or less closely with those on the canes. It will lie observed 
that in many of the sets one of the dice is distinguished from the 
others bv marks on the face or convex side as well as on the reverse 
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Witn tin- piece falls with tins side uppermost it augments the count 
in the play. 

Figure 3 represents the olnor-c of a set of Zuui canes fm -holiwe, 
reproduced from memory by Mr Cushing for the writer in the sum- 
mer of 1M>3. The athlua. or “ sender.” the uppermost c.ine in this 
K't, enm-ponding with the north, is marked on the comes side with a 
cross, agreeing in this 
respect with one of 
the sticks of the Tew .1 
giuno. figure 255. 

This peculiarity, in 
one form or another, 
is re pea led through- 
out the implements 
hereafter described, 
the obverse of one of 
the sticks in man)' of the sets being carved or burned, while m others 
the stm e is tied about the middle. Tins specially marked die is the one 
that augments the throw. In attempting to account for it, it occuned 
to the writer to compare the Zuiii cane bearing the cross marks with 
the atlatl, or throwing stick, from a chlf -dwelling in Mancos can} on, 




Ftg a A tUt] (re«or*d>. length. 15 Inches, rllfftlwrlliog lUncos canyon, Colorado Free 
Mowum of Science and Art, Vnlienlty of Pennnylvanln 

Colorado, in the University of Pennsylvania museum (figures 4 
iilul 3). Mr Cushing hsd suggested that the nthlua, pi teed beneath 
the other canes in tossing them, rorn-s ponded to the atlatl The 
compnri~on seemed to confirm his suggestion. The cioss maik is pos- 
sible the cross wrapping of the atlatl for the attachment of finger 





Flo tt Stick dk 1 , length," I ncheo cliff -dwplUDic Jlanooo tnnyon Colonido, Free Mnsenmof 
Science and Art Cnlrcrahr of PennuylrenU 


loops. According to this view, the Znfii canes may be regarded as 
{•vmbolic of the atlatl and three arrows, such as are earned b} the 
gods in Mexican pictures. Fiom the evidence furm«hed by the 
implements employed, I concluded at first that the games with 
tossed canes, states, etc., must all be referred to the legions of cane 
arrows and the atlatl, probably the southwestern United State®. 

Later observations upon other Indian games, in which it is ap- 
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parent tint tW impbiwnU nprocnt the U»ws of tin Hir (iwl-. 
caused tup to mutmnp the stick die* with the rr*ult that I am 
inclined to bcliete that roani of them an to l>e mJi ntifini with l*»w* 
rather than with arrows. At am rate. whether a* 4 arrow* or Ioti- 
()ip four din arr (o )• n fined 
lntlirW«r(!<»U It will !■**«» 
that tlip counting circuit ism-* 
with (!w gaming wheel which 
in suni in*tin«M i* Hitched at 
its four quarter* m apmment 
w ith th< din mark* 

Tin wide ill tnlHitton ami 

»'I0 Bna» in- Irartb. II lo 11 luck Tiitrr , , 

Hri. « «1 U. cr» rr» V»»m rang> of ranation* in the dice 
ol vliMi •>«1 Art. Calrmltr of rv»**Jl games point to their high anli<| 

^ wity, of which ob)«ti\* evi 

dence is afforded in the prehistoric «tick die (figuri O from the cliff 
ruin* of Coli ratio. Mnnlar evidence e\>‘ts in tin jxitterj Imwl* (fig 
urv* decorated with representations of parmnp ‘tnks with 

their peculiar markings, from pn*ln»tonc Ifopt {.Tare* in Vnzona 
Sunil Imnc dice an- found in the pnhi'tpric grate-* 
anil ruin* of Arizona, New Mecico, anil Utah *-*'en 
«nch dice m the Fw Museum of **cn.nce ami Art of tlu* 

UnncNty of l'enii'ihanm (cat no 22770), collected 
bv Henrv Dodge at Tanner spring*. Arizona, an len 
ticular in form and from eleven sixteenth* to liftwn 
sixteenth, inch in length Tlie flat *ide* are marked— 
file with fine diamond* formed of iro*s lines, and two 
with straight ttamitre line*, a* shown in figure * 

Four are pi tin, and three lunc tramici**. band* on 
the rounded Mile Four of them haie al o trace-’ of 
blue and three of red paint. There arc several «ncli 
dice in the American ilu'cum of Natural Hl'torv 
Eight from pueblo I’eua«ca Blanca, Chaco canron 
New Mexico arc similar to those aboie described 
ltU them are a similar object of limonite, two small 
circular lione disks and three small rectangular pieces rw ^ 
of thin bone which al>oappearto)iave been used a* dice c*M*ut 
From Grand Gnlcli, Utah, in the nine museum, are *^*^*' w4 
three ltmiir lenticular bone dice, plain cm their flat oUndOou* 
side, and two somewhat smaller one* with the flit side 
inscribed with four tran»ver-e lines. With them are vmwJPbi? 
four small bone di*hs. the flat sides of which show ,orT 
groove> the natural cavities of the bone, and one somewhat smaller 
that is marked on the flat side with a cross. 

From Grand Gulch al-o m the same museum ore a nutnlier of 
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other dice. Nine consist of small fragments of cane {figure 8a), 
made to include a joint, and slightly flattened and marked with 
notches at each end, on the flat side Two of these are, somewhat 
shorter than the rest and hare the joint smoothed don n. Another '-et 
of four wooden dice from the same place accompanied by a finely 
wrought wooden cup 2 inches in height and 1* inches in diameter. 
These dice are three- fourths of an inch in length, '•lightly flattened 
on one side, the rounded part being marked with burned devices, as 
shown in figure S 6. Another similar dice cup in the same collection 
contains three wooden dice (figure 8c) and two cane dice like those 
first described. The wooden dice in these two sets appear to be copies 
of canes. 

ALGONQCUN STOCK 
Algos kin. Three Rivero, Quebec. 

Pierre Boucher* says: 

The came of the «ll«h Is played with nine little flat round bone', bllck on 
one side, white ou the other, which they stir up and cause to Jump In a large 
wooilen dish, presenting them from striking the earth by holding It In their 
hnnds. Um or gain depends Dpon the largest number of one color The game 
paqueseen Is almost the same thing, except that the little bones are thrown Into 
the nlr with the band, filling upon n rohe spread on the ground like a carpet 
The number of one color determines loss or gain. 

Aiuucm (Mauctu). Hew Brunswick. (Cat. no. 20125, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, Uniicr-ity of Pennsylvania.) 
Set of sis tli«ks of ennbon bone marked on the flit side (figure 0) ; a 
platter of curly maple cut across the grain, 11$ inches in diam- 



Fin ( Bow di« CUrorter 1 Inch Amakwit* (Uakrltei Indiana. New Bmnjwkk- eat no. 
alia. Free Mmwom of Sdenre ul Art CalrersJty ot Psnnarlranla. 

etcr; and fifty-two wooden counting sticks about 8 inches in 
fongtfi (figure 10}, four being much broader than the others 
and of different tjiapes. 

TliC'e were collected and deposited by Mr George E. Starr, who 
purckcetl the gime from a woman named Susan Pcrley. a member 

* niaiolr* % frltaM* Ft NatarrllF dea Untwi *t rrvdurtUoa da lip «1 f la NotfIJf 
Franc*. tfc 10 TarU. 1<W1 

21 nn-M u 1 



50 or utr voiriu *\irRtct\ indmns i™ *»« 21 

of ft tnl* eft limp tlum-elves the Tohi UK >11 an Indian village half 
a mile north of \ndoter Ntw Ilnm-wick Three of the d^k* anJ 
llu rt ttfrtinp '■tlths were ma k fi r the collector while the j lalti r an 1 
thm of tl e «Ii k- *diown in the npjier row (flpin *>) are ol 1 Two 
of Hi. litter an made apjnrmth of <!1 lx 11 c button*, there Mug 



Flo I lonatlsr Mh-k» for atkk Ulrr t-orrh, * Iin-W AbufR< ( 1 UWi» I*l*» Xm 
*1 » 31 ~ rrr* Moauunct kl>MU<l Irt. CoIrrrrllT of |W*Tlr*»a- 

a hole in the nrerv> into which the thank fitted The de-ign* on 
the fiec-s are not the *ame Ilie m man 111 formed Mr “tarr tliat 
thepnnie was culled altestagen and that it was pland hr two |wr*ons, 
one of whf m places the counting Mick* in a pih together 
Then the *lnm«« are | liml at ratvh tn In the plate wklrli |« |ml | | n loth 
hurt* si 1 Ktrn«U atari ly on the pnmwt »Mlo make the alone* fly Into tl e air 
ant torn I* fere linlln„ tn ih» |late again. \ jlsyer natlnwa a» lour a* h* 
wore* taking roontrr* Tri Ol tlir pile « t rttrka aeconltuc » > til* lhr< u When 
the jilt l» eihau«leil each hnrli : oltalnett part tie fame I* o Minimi until 
one win* them all direr i lain etlck* t* unt on t« Int- The three mrvr.1 
etlrt,* onnt each four point* or twelre |liln flick*. Tlu *nak<sllke atlrk t« 
kept to U e lairt. It t« nj Ml t > three | Iain ellck* anil a throw It at o Unt* Hina 
1* n«t«siirr to take It 

Viuruio Mind Hirer narration Wyoming (1 rw Muslim of 
s >cience and Vrt, Unircr-it\ of Perm Tliania ) 

Cat no SC'ira tour willow twigs marked alike on the flat si le 
painted red length, 1 } inches ( figurt 11) 
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Cat. no. 36964. Four others, similar, but marked on the round sides, 
painted yellow; length, 6J inches (figure 12). 



Fir. 12 Stick dice, length, 6( inchea, Arapaho Indiana, Wyoming; cat no •fl'Wl, Free Jtinaeum 
of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

Cat. no. 3G965. Fire flat shaved twigs, painted orange yellow; 
one face plain, the other marked with incised lines painted blue ; 
length. 8f inches (figure 13). 

CE I 5E33 

' c z Z Z I- - g ,:r > ' ~7izn 

rm- y v tt~x ep 

s -- J Q J 

LJ.J i — l ir ft rr~c> 

Fio 13 stick dice: length, 8J Inches, Arapabo Indiana, Wyoming, eat no SOTes, Free Mnsetnn 
of Science and Art, Unjvaraity of Pennsylvania 

Cat. no. 369CC. Four flat willow twigs, one side yellow, with notches 
painted green and red, all different (figure 14), reverse plain 



Fio It Stick dice- length 9| inches. Artpoho Indians. Wyoming cat no SW*. Free alnecnm 
of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

green; accompanied by a thick rawhide disk, 11 inches in 
diameter, painted green, with the device shown in figure 15a on 



52 TIMES <W T1IF NORTH AMIHCAN INDIlVh |ktii *»» 2» 

«ik factr, nurr pmn with intinnl rin,; of ml aril him 
nnlrr (fi^n 1<M Thi l« i- an <■»> 1 to U hiitiilliis. 

Cat, no. '’f'irT Imrflit iwi,rs lilting* i > «td«> pointed bellow with 
notches patnti 1 j:w" an 1 ml all ilifftnot as »howtt m figure 



rio 14 ptVk<il<s I'tirlb • ib'k's Ar»t»b |n1Uf» Tfrmolar on ^ rr-. llwn n' 
Kmn. .<> I AK. t a .i-noty U tV.=,,1». n l» 

ir length * u d <^> ncewnpmrd l»\ a ill h i f n while j ■»»> 
ml bellow aiilgmn upon which I In I* t-> arc lai 1 diimehr 
CJ inches llijnirw 17> 



no I l««Uim-<lb.li o/ntv lb •Ill-kill'-' dunol'r e, lo. 0~. Arm|Wbo 1 b<1Utm. Wfotolor 

Cat, no 3<yHW ‘-IN 'based twigs moul m section rol thw 

marked on the round m 1c with inewd line and thm with n ci-ed 
lines on U Uv sides, all different length 10 inches 
Cat no “It to I m 'lomhr jxiliil willow twigs with Inirnt innrlv 
on one si !■ length 7 inches (figure IS) 



Cat no 360C1 Fight pieces Tlim Irfnie disk* with three incised 
intersecting lines painted red and yellow diameter about l inch 
three diamond shaped hone piece, with incised Greek crosi 
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burned and painted green, length, If inches; two rectangular 
pieces with similar cross burned and painted red, length, If 
inches. The reverse sides are all plain (figure 11) . 



Cat. no 369C2 Twenty pieces, contained in a small cotton-cloth bag. 

The follow ing are bone, with burnt designs on one face, the reverse 
being plain: Thtve diamond shaped with cross (figure 20a); three 
diamond— haped, quartered, the alternate quarters burned (figure 
205) } three elliptical, with elongated diamond in field (figure 20c) : 
three elliptical, with cross band and lines at end (figure 20d) ; one 
elliptical, with central diamond inclosed bj’ che\ rons (figure 20e) ; 
two rectangular, with central cross lines and wedge on each end (fig 
ure 20/) ; one rectangular, with lines at the ends (figure 20#) ; two 
rectangular, with three dots (figure 20/<) 

The following aie of pencil stone: Three with Greek cross (figure 
20/) ; two with dot in circle (figure 20;). All of these specimens 
were collected 1 j\ the writer in 1000 



Fio ail Bone an J peat li -lor.o dice, diameter, | inch toil inches, Arapaho Indiana, Wyoming; 
cat no Free Slaocmn of Science and Art UolTeraity of Ponnajlranln 

Arapaho. Chejenne and Arapaho reservation. Oklahoma (Cat. 

no. J52S02, 132S03, United States National Museum ) 

Set of fiie dice of buffalo bone, market! on one side with burnt de- 
signs (figure 21) and basket of woven grass, 9 inches in diameter 
at top and 21 inches deep (figure 22). The run of the basket is 
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3, three diamonds blank (both rounds with marked aide up), 3. four marked 
sides up. 1: fire blank sides up, 1; fire marked sides up 8. 

A game, similar In principle but played with six dice instead of fire, is also 
played by tbe Arapaho women, as well as by those of the Comanrhe and prob- 
ably of other tribes. 

Akapuio. Oklahoma. (United States National SIn-cum.) 



Fm ST, Wooden dim, length. It Inches Antpnbo IndUns. OtUh'cn* ni no JSWmi United 

Flo SI. Stick mpr^-ntlnif n num. used bjr women in dice gam* l-njcth. l r >, Inoh™ Arapahn 
In linns, Oklahoma, nt no. ,Vj, American Mnseom of Kataral History 

Cat. no. 1057C3. Set of five bone dice, market! on convex side with 
burned designs (fipm 23). and much worn In'ket of woven 
grass, 10 inches in diameter at top and 2 inches deep (figure 21). 
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Cat no 10576V Set of fi\e woolen dice, mirkrd on one «ide with 
burned deigns tfigiire 25) n prc-onting on three a «a allow or 
wwallow hawk, ipd on two a dragon 11 j I With collect **<1 In He'. 

H II Volh 

An .' pa ho OKI thoma <Cnt no American Muslim ot Nat oral 
Ili-torj ) 

Wooden ‘tick l r »} inthe- in length hnnMmil at the upper end ami 
pointed at (hi lower the upper Inlf ju inter I rv*l and the lower 
black with four feidnr* and a e mall l»ra"i Ull tuJ at the top 
< figure 26) 

It was collet ttd In Dr \ 1*. Kroeber. who ile-cril* ' it a- repn- 
fenting a man 

When w nun irunlit* with *11 e they u— lid* MU* n • charm to | rooit 
cbenlnj, tn tht mm 
Black feet VIlKrtn 

Her 1 dwartl K 11 il*on ■ 'ji\i 

Tbetr UiLf «tuu*oiin ill* m> b.rw racing ami rnoit ling Tor liie tiller of 
Ihoe they iai|l<n lire of lie Ir own coiMtrwtlon — little nil"-" if wi»»l with 
*lgn* InMleml of number* marked ui» p «hcnL Them tliej Mi-ike l<v*tlwr In a 
wooden di*h 

Re' .1 IV Tims * gnci kat<aMnni i>«p neral t< ml for gambling 
Dr George Dinl Grnmcll hi' ftirotdied me the following -icvotml 
of the Mfl'c {runt turning the Illackfwt, whitli he deHnlies under the 
name of onc-leh. the ‘tick, or travoi«-/ game 
Tbl* I* a notliin * rinil 1111? rime In tocth* sinotic tin* «rll»* of tin Rlnckf o.t 
nation wlpo know nothin? of tin* t-inkct «r mill puuc »> pf-neraUr f l-tyed ly the 
mire wnitliem i>lilns Irlbe*. 

four "iralplit Inn e*. made from I ulTak. rllw— >• < r t> Inc tie* I me ime-rourlti of 
nn Incli thick and about tkrvo-f >ortb* of on liuli wide td|i ring Ffnclu-illr t > a 
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other or by a number of nomen who sit opposite and facing each other In two 
long lines, each player contesting with her opposite neighbor Twelve sticks 
or counters, are used In the game, and at first these are placed on the ground 
between the two players. 

The player, kneeling or squatting on the ground, grasps the four bones in the 
right or left band, holding them vertically with the ends restlDg on the grouud 
With a slight sliding motion she scatters the bones on tbe ground close in front 
of her, and the sides which fall uppermost express tbe count or tbe failure to 
count Sometimes, but not always, the players throw the bones to determine 
which Shall hare the flr>-t throw In tbe game. 

The person making a successful throw- takes from the heap of sticks the 
number c tiled for bv the jwiots of the throw — one stick for each point Po 
long as the throw Is one which count* the player continues to throw, but if 
she falls to count the hones are isissed over to the opposite player, and she 
then throws until she his cn«t a blank. When the sticks have all been taken 
from the pile on the ground between them the successful thrower begin* to 
take from her opponent so many of the sticks which she Ins gained os are 
called for hr her throw A* twelve jmlnt* must be made by n plaver before the 

5 hi • IIPTB - -=sZSZSZS2SSs 
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Flo «. Bono »ti<k dice Black 
foot Indian* Black foot agency, 
Montana, In the collection of Dr 
George Bird Onnnell 


czZZ\ /\ /\ /X7X7^d 
OTX/Y 

c ==^xzszsz => 

Fig S' Bono »ltck dice length S| 
Inches Block foot Indians, Sooth Ple- 
pca reservation. Mon to Da. eat no MISS, 
Field Colombian Mne-nra 


twelve sticks can come Into her possession nnd the game 1* won. It will be seen 
that the contest m ly he long drawn ont A run of luck !» needed to finish It 

Some of the counts made by Ihe throws are here given Three Id inks ami 
chief count C: three blanks ntnl chief reversed. 3. two *lg7ap one four, nnd 
chief, 4; two blanks, one four, and chief - : two blanks, one zigzag, nnd chief. 
0; two hi inks, one zlzzag and chief reversed 0. one zigzag one Id ink. one four, 
nnd chief, n 

The women do not *Ing nt this game ns tbe men do nt the gambling game of 

The game described wa- obtained by Doctor Grinnell from the Pie- 
pan of the BInckfoot agency in northwestern Montana, on the eastern 
flanks of the Rocky mountain*. They live on Milk river and Cut 
Bank, Willow, Two Medicine Lodge, and Badger creeks, liemg the 
soutliernmo'-t tube of the Blackfeet. It will be oWrred that the 
implements for this game are practically identical with thoM? collected 
by Doctor Matthews from the Gro* ventres (Hidat c a ) m North 
Dakota (figure 2411. Concerning! lie latter Doctor Grinnell remarks: 

The Omsventre* "f PiKoto — bv wbkb are meant of course Ihe (Irosventrca 
of the village, a tribe of Crow stock— are not wry distant neighbors of the 
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10 et CoooUBg ttlcki for dW lenKth !>4 
incite Blmrkfoot Indians. South Pu«owr 
rsuon. Montana cat no SMM. Field Colnrn 
bian MusCom. 


BVWkfeet and in fact tUe people of tlie old Fort Bertbold rlllijre— tbe tatw 
rentres Pee and Mtoflan— bare many custom? and ereu some in lirlons. which 
closely rencmWe those of the Blackfeet 

BitcHTEET Jsonth Piegan reservation, Montana (Cat no 5IC01, 
Tield Columbian Museum ) 

Set of four bone staves, made of rib bones indies jn length and 
one half inch wide in the 
middle tapering to the ends. 

Till outer rounded “ides are 
cut with lines, which are 
filled with red paint as 
«ltown nt figure 2$ Two 
are alike and one of the 
other* i binded with a narrow thong of buckskin on which are 
sewed twelve smdl bine glass beads Thi were which “how 
the texture of the bone are alike and painted red 
Accompanied It twelve counting ticks t figure 20> made of twig, 
inches in length smeared with red paint 

Blood reserve klberta Cat no 51C>4 Field Columbian 

Mu«eunt ) 

Three hone ‘tares GJ inches in length and five eighths of an inch m 
width m the middle taper 

g "S77\\// V\ //^vZ SZP 


ing to the end The 
outer rounded «ide are 
cawed as shown in figun 
30 two alike in wluch the 
incised line’ nr^ filled with 
red paint and on* with 
hole? io — S 3 — 0 which are 
painted blue The inner 
“ides, which show the tev 
ture of the bone are perfecth plain 
Both of the above “ets were collected bv Dr George V Dor«e\ wl>> 
gave me the following particulars regarding the wai in wluch 
lliev are used 


1 Bods It ck dies- length. fi| tnchaw Black 
i’ Indians. Blood rsfrtp Albert* p-mP- be 
31 rVl 1 Colombian MnHUn 


I am iuforu nl that lb? Bloats generally u«e tlin>< In lea 1 of four t« ues. 
Tbey cull Ibe Rime nit altal epoktpseplnan. we pliy Ttie stick marked with b le# 
If called "nan” ami tbc olber two 'nalai' Of the aunts l lure ulc ttn* 

til marked fif* up count 4 all uon nrkeil faa* U( 4 tw > uatuirk si nuA 
snake up. 1 one unn arked an 1 two snakes am « one muonrked snake and 
man op O 

CirerrvsE. Chevenne and \rapaho r«r=enation Oklahoma (Cat 
no lOi^OCV United *>1810 National Musi uni ) 

Fet of fin Iwne dice marked on one side with burned de igm, (figure 
31) and basket of woven grass 84 inches in diameter at top 'and 
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2t inches deep (figure 32). Both sides of the bottom are coiered 
with cotton doth Played by women. Collected by Mr James 
Mooney in 1S91. 

Dr George Bird Grinnell furnished the writer the following account 
of the Chejenne basket game, which he describes under the name of 
inon&himoiit : 

The Cheyenne seed or basket game Is played with a shallow bowl and fire 
plum stones. The liowl Is from 3 to -I inches deep, 8 inches across at the top, 
flattened or not on the bottom and woven of grass or strips of willow twigs. 
It Is nearly one-half iDch thick and Is strong All fire seeds are unmarked on 
one side, but on the other side [figure 33) three are marked with a figure 
representing the paint patterns often used by girls on their faces, the truss being 
on the bridge of the nose, the side marks on tbe cheeks, and the upper ami 
lower ones on the forehead and cbiu, respectively The other two stones are 
marked with a figure representing the foot of a bear » 

These plum stones are placed iu the basket [figure 31], thrown up and caught 
In it. and the combination of the sides which lie uppermost after they have fallen 
determines the count of the throw 



FI, 31 Fie 32 


Fia 31. Bone dice, tengths, Ik sad I Inches, Cbeyeune Indians, Oklahoma cal no loi-stt, 
United State* National Museum 

Fig E. Basket for dice, diameter at top *i inches Cheyenne Indiana, Oklahoma cat no, 
llswti. United States National Museum 

The players sit opposite one another, if several are playing. In two rows facing 
each other. Each Individual bets with the woman opi«>slte to her Each player 
Is provided with et-ht sticks w bich represent the points w bleb she mint g-iln or 
lose to win or lose the game 11 hen a player has won alt the sticks belonging to 
her opponent she has won the come awl the stake 

There are set era! combinations of marks and blanks whlcli count nothing for 
or against the player ranking the throw, except that she loses her chance to 
make another throw. Others entitle tbe thrower to receive one. three, or even 
all eight sticks, and each throw that counts anything entitles the pi aver to 
another throw. Ail the players od the side of the thrower — that Is In the sime 
row — win or lose from those opposite them ns the thrower wins or loses ff 
the person making the first throw ea*ta a blank, she passes the basket to tbe one 

sitting next her ; If this one mikes a throw that counts, she hag another and 

another, until she throws a blank, when tlie basket passes oil When the basket 

reaches the end of the line. It is banded across to the woman at the end of tbe 

opposite row. and In the same way travels down tbe opposite line 
In making the throw tbe basket is raised onlv a little way, and the stones 

tossed onlj a few* inches high Before they fall the basket Is brought smartly 

down to the ground, against « bleb It strikes n Itb some little ooi~e .Some of 


•Mr Cushing Identified Itie mark of tbe cross srlth a stsr sod the other with a bears 
track, referring, respectively, to the airy aad earth. 
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the throws are pren below the sides of the seeds being designated by their 
marks Two l tanks, two bears, and one cross count nothing four blanks and 
t»c bear count nothin., fire Wank* count 1 {Mint nod tbe thrower takes one 
stick three l tanks and two bears count 1 point and the placer takes 1 stick 
one blank two bear* and two crosses count 1 joint and thrower takes one 
stick two t tanks and three crosses coant 3 points and the thrower tales three 
sticks two tears und three crosses count 8 points and tbe thrower takes eight 
sticks, an 1 wins the frame 

Tbe women do not sine at this rime Vnt ther chatter and Joke continually as 
the i lay p>o« on. 

©oo <s>© 

Fio at Ptam-fliooe dkv Cheyenne ins j;., nines in the ooCectnia vt Dr George Bird 

Grume 1L 

Doctor Grinnell states that the «pecimeiu» figured came from the 
Northern Chetenne agenev ofSctalh known ns the Tongue Utter 
egonct in Montana the Indians living on Rosebud and Tongue rivers, 
which an? tributaries of tins \e!low tone from the south At the 
‘ame time tlie southern Clietenne of Oklahoma hare the same game 
CiiEtKTst Oklahoma 

Mr Louts L. Meeker late manual training teacher in the Chevenne 
school at Darlmgtou refers to the Chejenne dice game in a couimum 



cation on Chejeuue Indian games made to tlie Bureau of Ethnologj 
He avs the bone diet? marked differentlv on one -ode are shaken in a 
laskct of Indian manufacture The game and onlmarv playing 
cards are both called moncimon. 

Col RicLanl Irving Dodge «aya • 

* Our WDd ladUai, JV ajo 
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Besides taking part in the round gomes of the men the women hue games 
of their own which I hare never seen played bj men The most common is 
called the plnm stone game, and is played by the women and children of neirly 
all the plains tribes The stone of the wild plum is polished and the Hatter 
sides are cut or scraped off, making them more flat Rome of these faces are 
then marked with different hieroglyphics, varying w ith the tribe, and some are 
left blank The game is played with eight such pieces, which are shaken 
together In a little bowl or a tin cap and then thrown on a blanket It is 
really nothing lint our game of dice, complicated however, by a system or 
counting so curious and arbitrary that it is almost Impossible for a white man 
to learn It Every possible combination of the hleroglj phics and blanks on 
the eight stones gives a different count This varies with the tribe Among 
the Cheyenne the highest possible throw is 200, the lowest 0 The game Is 
usually 2000, though this varies greatly Each player, having the gambler's 
superstition as to what Is her lucky number, tries to fit the game st that number 
If the stakes are valuable, the number fixed for the game is generally a com 
promise In soma tribes a certain Combination of the stones wins and nnotber 
combination loses the game, e\en though It be made on the first throw 

Cheyenne. Chejenne reserration, Montana. (Cat. no. C96S0. Field 
Columbian Museum.) 



Pio 83 Plomstona dies, Cheyenne IndisDS, Montana, c»t no 03086. Field Columbian Museum 

Implements for women’s dice game. Plum-stone dice (figure 35) m 
sets of tliree alike, with burnt designs on one side; accompanied 
by a small basket of twined grass, and counting sticks made of 
stalks of rushes, about 8 inches in length, dyed yellow, green, 
red, and blue, each plajer haring six of the same color. Col- 
lected by Mr S. C. Simms in 1901. 

Chippewa. Bois fort. Near Rainy river, Minnesota. (Cat. no. 

American Museum of Natural History.) 

Four flat sticks (figure 36), 15 J inches long, burned black on both 
sides and marked alike in pairs with crosses and cut lines on 
one face 



Fio 30. Stick dice, length 151 Inches; Chippewa Indians, Bois fort, Mlnnesots* est no |1J, 
A mericsn Museum of Natural History 

They were collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones, who gives the 
following counts: 

Four points on a flush ; 4 points on a cross and striped flu«b : 2 points on a 
pair of striped sticks: HO points on sticks with medial band and X's. 




(figure 38} 6 inches in length a cloth bag (figure 3^}, 8 inches 
in length ornamented with beads for dice and the following 
dice Four dish® two kmxes. one gun, and one figure of a man 
(figure 40) 
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Another *et of dice from Mille Lacs, cat. no. t * 5 6 , comprise-) • One 
■■tar, four disks one eagle, two knives, one serpent, three arrow 
hind', two \oke-'liaped objects and one brn'S disk (figure 41). 
With tin* exception of the lad these dice oie all of bone and arc 
plain on one side and finely cross-hatched and painted red on the 
other. 

Tlio-e ivere collected bj Dr William Jones in 100.}. 

Mr S. C. Simms lias kindly fiirni'lied the following counts of a 
Mmil.ir game plain! at Leech lake. .Minnesota : 

fount* of one- Three while Hides up of disks and canoe, rough utile of ring, 
one rough side of disk and Idue aide of inM«e. woman nnit wigwam . alt white 

founts of tiro Win? aides up of mini] ilM*, inoovc tin d 11 nninn 11 titte aides 
of all othirs and cniootb ride of lirami ring, blue aides of moose ami woman, 
white aides of nit others amt rmuoth aide of ring 

Count* of three ftime as count of two. w 1th exception of moose white Instead 
vt Mue *hj.» up; fonr disk* while aide up. smooth side of ring, while aide of 
wlgwnui, trine sides of nioo*e, canoe, and worn in 

Count of four Same aa count of three, with exception of rough aide of ring op. 
founts of nine- All while able* np anil smooth aide of ring , all blue aides un 
and rough side of ring; white aide* of monte, wigwam, canoe, anil woman, blue 
aide* of dl«k a. and rough aide of ring 

If canoe atands up on any throw. It counta 2, tf on aueceedlng throw It stands 
up. It counts four , If on third throw. It counts (I 

If canoe atands upright on ring. It counts d. nod If remaining dice show blue 
sides, un additional count of 0 Is made, or 13. 

If wigwam stands up on any throw. It eonnta 3; If on succeeding throw It 
stands up. It counts 0: If <m tblnl throw. It counts 0 

If moose atands up, It counts -I. If on auecissllng throw, It counta K, If on 
thin! throw. It counts 12. regardless of other dice 

If worn in stands up. It counts 5. If on succeeding throw. It counta 10, If on 
third throw. It counts 20 

If woiunn stands up In ring It rouuts 10 points, regardless of other alee 
CmrpEWA. Hear island, Lcecb lake, Minnesota. (Americnn Mu- 
seum of Natural History.) 

Cit. no. t4St Fo' |r Hat sticks (figure 42), 15) inches long, taper- 
ing at the ends, both faces ‘lightly convex and burned black 
on one «ide and having representations of snakes on the other; 
made in pairs, two alike, distinguished by slight differences in 
the heads. 

Cat. no-i^tj. Pour fiat sticks (figure 43), 13) indies long, tapering 
at the ends, both faces rounded and very slightly convex ; made 
in pairs, with faces burned as shown m the figure, and leverses 
burned alike; with four counting sticks (figure 41), 9 inches in 
length/ 

They were collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones, who gives the 
following counts: 
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The two sticks marked with trianjles at the ends may t-e designated ns 
major and the other pair ns minor When the tnlr id uutjir fall face uj per 
moat alike and the minor unlike the count Is J. hut when tlto nilimr fail fme 
uppermost alike and the major unlike the count I- 1 " In n tin sticks fall nil 


beads or all tails uppermost tb» count la 4 The *.sme is 5 but an eitra throw 
la made when the 5 points nre gained The bolder ot the 1 jwtnW lets the 
upimnent throw 6r=« If the opponent lie its hlui with a pair of majors then 


n* «. n« u. 

Pi o 43. 8 tick dice length, l-l, mcbm. Chlrpewn In diene. Lee. b lake ilmoewla ckt.no. ,>t,, 
American Musenm of Sattlral Hlatorj- 

Pio 44. Count ing «Qika for slick dice- length.# Inches Chippewa Indiana, Leech lake, klinne- 
aota eat. n i American ilnaenm of Natural History 


Chippewa MtUe Lacs, Minnesota (United States National Mu 
‘turn ) 

Cat no 2OJ0C8 Set of four sticks 15 inches in length, flat and plain 
on one side, and marked a« shown in fig 45 on the other Two 
reproductions and two originals, the gift of Mr G H Beaulieu, 
of St Cloud, Minnesota 

The following information about the game was obtained bv the 

wnter from a delegation 

- of Chippewa Indians 

i _ g __ k ~ ' - vvi "ho visited Washington 

tin U Stick dice length 15 Uttbem Cbiuqew* to.liaru w 'th Mr BeaullCU 
"iSulKJSr*' ** “"*■ rm “ a The game I* called shay 

taahkeu nybinegunuj; sign 
aod women plav Each plaver of whom the Dumber Is not Gsed. ha* five 
counting sticks All put up stakes The counts are as follows All marked 
sltescoUBtl all plain side* 1 the couots however depend upon the nrevir— 
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Cat. no. 201967. Wooden platter (figure 46). 124 inches long and 7 
inches wide, cut from a single piece of wood. 

This was described by the collector, Jlr G. H. Beaulieu, under the 
name of bugaysaywin as used in the dice game. 

Chippewa. JImneaota. 

J. Long" gives the following description of the bowl game: 

Atbtergaln, or miss none but catch all, Is also a favorite amusement with 
them. In ublcli the women fre- 
quently tale part It is played 
with a number of hard beaus, 
black and white, one of which 
has small spots and is called 
king They are put Into n shallow 
wooden bowl and shaken alter 
nJtely by each party, who sit on 
the ground opposite to one an 
other Wboeter Is dexterous 
enough to make the spotted bean jnmp out of the bow 1 receives of the adverse 
party us many beans as there ore spots; ttie re»t of the beans do not count for 
anything. 

Wisconsin. 

Jonathan Carver 1 describes the game as follows ; 

The game of the bowl or platter This game is played between two persons 
only Each person has six or eight little bones not unlike a peach stone either 
In size or shape, except they are quadrangular two of the sides of which are 
colored black, and the others white. These tboT throw up Into the air, from 
whence they fall Into a bowl or platter placed underneath, and made to spin 
round. 

According n» tbe«e bone* present the white or black side upward they reckon 
the game, he th-it happens to have the greatest number turn up of a similar 
color, count* 5 points . and -10 Is the game. 

The wluulng party keeps bh place and the loser yields bis to another who 
Is appointed by one of the umpires; for a whole village Is sometimes concerned 
in the party and at times one band plays against another 

During this play the Indians appear to be greatly agitated, and at every 
decisive throw set up a hideous shout They make a thousand contortions, 
addressing themselves at the same time to the bone*, nod loading with Impre 
cations the evil spirits that assist their successful antagonists 

At this game some will lose their apparel, all the movables of their cabins 
and sometimes even their liberty, notwithstanding there are no people In the 
universe more jealous of the latter than the IndiaDS are. 

Apostle islands, Wisconsin. 

J. G. Kohl c thus de-cribes the came called by the Indians page-s.it) : 

The Canadians call It le Jeu an plat (the game of the bowl) It Is a 
game of hazard, bat still play* a considerable part tn It. It Is played with a 
wooden bowl and o number of email figures hearing some resemblance to our 
chessmen They are usually carved very neatly out of bones, wood, or plum 
atones, and represent various thing* — a fish, a hand, a door, a man, a canoe. 

•TravelT through the toterlor Part* of North America, p 23 s. Philadelphia, J791} 

• Kltrbl-Oaml. Wandering! round Lake Superior, p. 82 . London. 1800 
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Slightly concave, with a fiat surface on the apex, are called ozawSbfks The 
three bird shaped pieces, sheshebwug. or docks. 

All but the circular pieces are made oat of a boe klDd of bone One Bide of 
the piece is white, of the natural color of the hones, and polished the other red 
The hrn»s pieces have the convex side bright, tbe eoncare black They .ire all 
shaken together and thrown out of the onagun, as dice. Tbe term pugasaing 
denotes this act of throwing It is the participial form of the verb. Tbe fol 
lowing rules genera tbe game 

1. When the pieces are turned on the red side and one of tbe iDinewugs stands 
upright on the bright side of one of the brass pieces. It counts 15S. 2 When all 
tbe pieces turn red Bide up .and tlie git shoe kenablk with tbe tall stands on tbe 
bright side of tbe bra's piece. It counts 
13*. 3. When all turn up red. It counts 
58. whether the brass pieces be bright or 
ldack tide up -1 When tbe gitshee ken i 
Ink iintl his associate and the two mine- 
wugs turn up white side and the other 
pieces red. It counts 58 Irrespective of 
the concave or convex position of tbe 
bra«* pieces. 3 ben alt tbe pieces 
turn up white it couuts 38 whether the 
oznwfibik* be bright or blick 0. When 
the gitshee kenablk and bis associate 
turn up red and the other white, it counts 
38 the brass pieces Immaterial. 7. When 
one of the Inlnewugs stands up it counts 
30, without regard to the [ositlon of all 
tlie re«t 8 When either of the gitshee 
Lenablks stands upright It couuts -10, ,r,G & ‘ oc *» a dK « Chippewa 
irrenpectlie of tbe position of tbe others. Mloh,8 “ *»“**>”•* ~« 

!i When nil the pieces turn up white excepting one. and the ozawAbiks dark. 
It connts 20 10 When all turn up red except one and tbe brass pieces bright 
It counts 13 11 When tbe whole of the pieces turn up white but one. with the 
oznwibiks bright, it counts 10. 12 When a brass piece turns up dark the two 
glt'liee ken.abiks and the two men red. and tbe remaining pieces n bite it counts 
S. 11 When the bars, piece turns up bright the two gitshee ken links and one 
of (he men red. and all the rest white. It la 6. 14. When the gitshee kenablk In 
chief and one of the men turn up red. tbe ozawflblks bright, anil all tlie others 
white, it N 4 15. When both tbe kenablk* and both men and tbe three ducks 

(urn up red. tbe brass piece black, and either the keego or a duck white, It is 5 
l(i When nit the pieces turn up red but one of the Inmewug* and the brass 
piece block, it counts 2 The limit of the game Is stipulated The parties throw 
up for tbe plai 

El'Cixlteie* lie says. 

The game is won by the red pieces; tbe arithmetical value of each of which 
is fixed : and the count, a* Id all games of chance, is advanced or retarded by 
tbe /ttcA ot tbe threw AtrT Dumber ef piajets may fd V fvtfbiBg h retjatrefl 
but a wooden bowl, which Is curiously carved and ornamented (tbe owner rely- 
ing somewhat on magic influence) and having a plain, smooth surface 

« Information reepectloc the History Coadltlon *nd Prospects of the Indian Tribes of 
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Chippewa Turtle mountain, North Dakota (Cat no iHt. Am»r 
lean Museum of Natural Hiatorj ) 

Four flat wooden di«ks (figure 4S), 1 inch m diameter, carved with a 
cro >3 painted red on one side, and opposite side painted red 
Accompanied bT a rough willow basket tray, 11 inches in diame 
ter Collected by Dr W illiam Jones m 1903 



Fio <9. Wooden Oxt tw) tnjr diameter of dice 1 inch of tr» > , 11 inches, Chippewa Indians 
TnrO* monnmln. XoMh Dnioln r»t- no. ,11, io»ricin llowim ot Mhiral Butwj 

Curt Muskowpetung reserve, Qu'appelle, Assimbom (Cat no 
C19>^ Field Columbian Museum ) 

Four wooden staves 13? inches in length, one side plain and the other 
marked with burned de-ign* as shown in figure 4*> 

These were collected bv Mr J A Mitchell, who describes the game 
under the name of clieckahkwanuc, da-lung down the dice ‘ticks. 
Flayed with four specially marked oblong sticks. each slleb In ring a special 
counting cilue according to the piarka aod according to the number of similar 
sticks which turn face up at the snne time when thronn d»wn. 



Pio 49 Stick dice' hmirtb 131 laches; Crws Indiana. Qu . r n* 1 , AonnSbola, cmi_ no. 61 PK, Field 

The game la played by any number or men and women. In groups of four 
each, opposed to simitar groups aod Is played for stakes, as In our draw poker 
The sticks are thrown to the ground end down and falling flat are counted by 
ti>e mirklngs of those which show the marked aide uppermost. Tbe count U as 
follow* Three plain sides down one white band np counts sn two plain sides 
down, two white baud* up _‘t three plain aides down, one X marked side up 
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14: two plain dun n, t«nX rmtrked »IJ« up, OH. all marked Bide* op ex- 
cept tbo mitc with 1 1 X'n, 14 . all marked sides op win* pame, 

Chef. Coshv, J'a>fcaub* , wan. (Cat. no. 13100, Field Columbian 
Musnint.) 

Set of dire consisting of four small bone diamonds and four hook- 
shaped objects of lx»no (claws) (figure 30), and n wooden l»owl 
or plate shaped like a tin pan. 8} inehps in diameter (figure 31). 
Tlie dice one two-fnred. one while and the other black, and are 
accompanied In a =mall U-aded bag of red flannel. Collected by 


\b{y 
4 (> 0 0 


Flo SIX IV as JW Isnclb. | 
tivh Cr*e lm!l«a».s-««li»ice». 
van. cat, no I.WH, Field O* 
lotol'Un Xman 



Pia SI Putter and So* for dice, 
dUmstrr.BMncbcs Orsfn.ltsn**, 
tUskatchsasa rat a.> 1VWH 
Flel.l Colombian llaHiiffi 


Mr I’hilip Towne, who ile'criUs the game as follow under the namo 
of pahka^ahkimac, striking ground with wood bowl to shake tip the 
bones; 

Till* putue Is played by any mnr.lsr of per*>n«, cltlier elnjtly nr In pnrtner- 
ahlp. The dice are f Incest In tin* I mu I, which Is tbon alten n nhnrp downward 
inurement ultb t«th linnils Tlie count la determined by combinations of the 
upper (.ires of tin* dice anil Is as follows All white allies up counts lOO. nil 
dark Bides up, 8ft; 7 wlilte amt 1 dirk slilc op. 30; white aide" of nil hook- 
ahnissl dice nnd of one diamond nliaped die up. 10; dark aides of nit hook nUnpetl 
dirt* nml of 1 dlamood-nhaped die up. «. while sides of 4 diamond nbnpcsl dice 
amt of 1 hnoV-ntnped die UP. 0; dark sldi*s of -t diamond shaped dice and of 
1 imok-alinissl die up. 4. etch houk-sb tjssl piece on olcr, 2 One hundred 
points constitute the psme 


Alberta. 

In Fa liter I ji combe's Cree Dictionary 
p.ike-*cw in, and It ox-. E. A. Watkins, 
in his Dictionary of the Cree lan- 
guage,* gives pukasaxxuk, they gamble 
with dice. 

Delaw acls. Wichita reservation, Okla. 

(Field Columbian Museum.) 
Cat. no. 53376. Four rounded twigs 
(figure 52), GJ inches in length and 
three-eighths of an inch wide, all 
grooved on the inner side, three 


’* we find jeu de hazard, 
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having grootes punted red and one green, outer face® plain, 
accompanied t>> seven counting 'ticks dj ittci*"' ,n length 
Cat no ■‘'377 Four rounded 'trips of cane (figure 53) 6J inchit 
long and one half ol an inch mile, with inner ''ides painted like 
the preceding Both of the aboie ■-et'. "in lolleited hi I)r 
George V Dor«ei in 1*>01 
Dm" ARES Ontario 

Dr Daniel O Bnnton * gne' the following account denied fi-orn 
i< miration "itli Bet \Ibert 
Scqailkind Anthony 

V ttilnl ru»e oceas onally scan Is 
uiauinun <11 Tills Is plnj«I With 
moire flit I- nes u-uilly tiros, of n 
deer and n bunt uf wood constructed 
for the purpose One side of eiili 

WavNi-VAVt waaiiiAioolwI. Tlier 
are placed In the ho«l thrown Into 
the nil and caught as ther rteseen 1. Those wlthlUewhite<‘h]ei]p|>eruiostnrctbe 
wlnn In ir pieces Bets u*ia))y aixompiuj this game flnl It had In the ol I days 
n place In the until e rellff ous rites, probflblj as a means of telling fortunes. 


lain total MaBeam 


Pennsa hams 

In Zeisbergei a Indian Dictionary 1 in find 

tile to play w itti. mninan llean 

Ghosi entres Tort Belknap reseriatiou Montana (Tield Coliim 
bmn Museum ) 

Cat, no C032C Tour wooden states (figure 54) OJ inches uv length 
plain on one side and marked on the other "Ith burnt designs 
two alike 

These were collected m 1000 bi Dr George V Dorsey "ho gives 
the following account of the game under the name of tagawutse 
tothetsan 


The stares are throw n from the hon 1 upon a stone or ou the ground, the 
Talue of the throw depending ou the nature of the combination of utperumst 
faces. When all faced Iota fall oijieruiost tie count Is r When nil unmarked 
l<ts fall ni l-enaost the count I* A When two lots fall face up ami t«o down 
the count is 2. 

This Is a woman s game ant tonnetly henry stakes w ere lai 1 on the outcouu 
of the game 

Cat no 1.02'! > Four wooden stares (figure r ,j), 104 incite-. in length 
two painted grein with incised linos painted red both alike, and 
two painted red with incited lines painted green , similar but not 
alike one of the two rod sticks tied with two thongs The re 
verses are plain painted in solid color 
Accompanied with 12 counting stick® 10 white and 2 with bark on 
Oj niches in length They were collec ted \n Dr George \ Dorset, 
isn.( < ’ ltl,r ' ° f Wod "° h* 0 *?* E*»r« ef *o Amrrlc.alat, p iso rblUiltlpMa. 

•Camtorlis* 1SS7 
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who ilp-cnlx". the game under 
tn(hct*.in: 

The atare* an* thrown from the 
liniiil upon the end on atone or on 
the ground, the count or Tattle of the 
throw being ns follow « Plain aide of 
banded stave and m irked aide of other 
stave*, fi : marked side of handed 
state nod plain side of other stave*. C: 
nil marked or nil plain side* upikt 
ruo-t -I pair of two marked or plain 
uppermost. The count Is kept with 
twelve wooden atUks. alhsan the game 
continuing until one opponent or the 
other lias non all the counters The 
stave with the buckskin bands Is known 
ns “intha" 

GnostEvmts. Fort Belknap reservation. Montana. (American Mu 
Miuiii of Natural HrMon.) 

Cat. no. T ‘J T - Four wooden stave*, 0 inches in length, paiuted red 
on oue side. 

Cat. no. Tour wooden staves, 8 inches In length, painted yel- 

low, with burnt marks on ono side, accompanied by 12 counting 
stick*, ‘'t inches in length, painted yellow 



ventre Indians, Fort Belknap reservation, Montana cat no 002% Field Colombian Misonm 

Cat no Four wooden staves, inches in length, painted j el 

low, and haringonesido incised with red marks; accompanied by 
12 counting sticks, painted yellow, 10 niches in length 

Cat. no Four bone Btaves, 8 inches in length, one side with 

incised marks; accompanied by 12 counting sticks, cat no. 
> iih a r inches in length, made of willow, pointed at end. 
Collected by 111 A. L Kroeber. 

Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

Cat. no. C0332. Set of six triangular bone dice, length 1} inches, 
three alike with spots on one face, and three alike with incised 
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lines as «hown in figure 56 One die m each lot lias a single 
spot on tlie reverse, the other rever-es being plain. 

Cat no 0033 1 Set of «ix peach =tone dice length 1} inches three 
alike with transverse burned bands and three alike with burned 
mark" shown m figure 57. One die in each lot ha* two burned 
mark* on the reverse the other re\er*es being plain 
Cat no 60355 Set of ntne plum "done dice (figure 55), length 1 inch, 
three alike with transverse band., three with cross marks and 
three with small <pot«, one die in each lot having a single dot on 
the reverse, the other reverses being plain 
Collected in l'KW bv Dr George A Dorvv, who gives the following 
account of the game under the name of besnan bethet>an 
Sir dice ate ns«l and tossed In a basket or wooden bowl the value of the 
throw being determined when certain eomblnations tall as follows VI t&Mfcel 
faces np or all down coaut C three marked fates BP or down. 3 two marked 
face* op and four down. 2 fonr marked faces np and two down, i Jo tnanj- 


Fix (A FU i ’ Fig *F 

Fig St Booe 1rn*Oi !! tatfcnr Gro-TBBtrB Indium. HoiUU cmuoo SUSC, Field Cblum 
Usn 11 HWHIT1- 

I'll* S pwhslaBAdH'* le&^Tb. Ii flroBTBatTB lodisavllirDtaiu r»l ru> STR1 Field. 

ColmsUM »«*»o 

eels <f Uiis pinie Is found an extra group of three dire these mij be sul>- 
Mltnied for either of the two ether Stroups of three by tins player wheneser 
she desires to rbinge her luck. This Is a womans fame and formerly heary 
stakes were wagered on the outcome 

Illinois It would appear f-om the manuscript Illinois diehonarv 
of lies dames Gravier* now in the Jolin Carter Brown 
libra w, that thn, tribe was familiar with the game of plum 

Kickapoo Kickapoo reservation, Oklahoma. (Cat. no 70702 
r leld Columbian Museum ) 

Pet of eight dice (figure 50), halies of peach stones, one carved to rep- 
rewmt a tortoise and one to represent n bird the carved pieces 
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l»'in" pnintoil rtsl on the cunctj »»Je; Accompanies! In a wooden 
Ixiwl. ]mi1i-1ic<1 by U'C, P| inches tn diameter. Collected by Dr 
George A. Dor*oy. 

Ma'S tCIIl set. Mas-sjchiwtts. 

William Wood, in his Xcw England's I’ro^pecl.* relates the fol- 
lowing: 

They bare two sorts of games. one called pulm, tbo other butbuh. not iuu< U 
unlike card* ami dice . . . Hubbub Is live small hones in n small smooth tray, 
Ibe tune* te like a die, but something Hatter, 
fclirk on the one aide and while on tbe otbt r. 
which they plats* ou tlie ground. against will* b 
violently thumping the pi liter. tin- tame* nmuiit 
changing colon with the wlmlv w lil-klng of their 
hands to ami fro; wtilrti action In that i>|*>rt they 
mnrh use, smiling themselves on tlie breast, ami 
thigh*. crying out. lluh. Hub. Hub. they may be 
hpnrd |*l ly at this jrime a •pisrtcr of a mile off 
The bone* being all black or at bite make a double 
{tame: If three l*e of a color and two of another 
Own they afford but a single fime; four of n 
color an*l one differ I ns Is notblns ; so Jour as 
tlie mini wins In* keet« the tray : t*ut If he lose. the next man taken It. 
Mcmhiinle Wisconsin. 

Dr Waller J. Hoffman * describes tlie Menominee form of the game 
tinder the name akaq*ivr«»k (piste in a) : 

It wa« frequentlyr played In former times, hut of lale la rarely seen It Is played 
for ptirpoNCi of gambling. either by two Individuals 
or by two seta of players. A lietulspherlc tiowl 
I figure ml inode out of the Urge round nodnt<*« 
of a tuaple root la cut anil hollowed out The 
Imwl, wasili)’ koman. Is symmetric and Is very nl<el» 
finished It measures 13 Inches in diameter at tbe 
rim and Is 0 Inches In depth It measures fire- 
eighths of an inch Id thickness at the rlin but grad 
Hally Increases In thickness toward the bottom, 
which is about an Inch thick. There are forty count 
ora. called ma’atlk, made of twigs or trimmed 
sticks of pine or other wood, each about 12 Inches 
toug nnd from one-fourth to one-third of an Inch thick Half of these are 
colored red. tbe other half blaik. or perhaps left tbelr natural whitish color 

The dice, or aka'slani'.V. consist of eight pieces of deer liorn. about three- 
fourths of an Inch In diameter ami one-third of an Inch tbtek. but thinner 
toward tbe edges. Sometimes ptum stones or even pieces of wood are taken, one 
side of them being colored red, the other side munlnlng white or uncolored. 
t\Uen the players sit down to play, the bowl containing tbe dice Is placed on the 
ground between the opponents, bets are made; tbe first player begins n song In 



© €> © © 
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Fin SO Pasrh-Ktone dire Klcks- 
poo Indian*, Oklahoma c»t no 
Wn» field Colombian l/o»™ 


• London 1031 
2«t. 1S00 



of the plain sticks form n c-ouot of 1 point, the notched sticks have a lalue 
of 5 points; while the king pin Taries In value, being used as a fifty second 
plain stick, except when It stands alone in the genera! pile then it has like 
the notched sticks, n 

value of 3 points^ Thus ~ — 

the plain sticks, and 13 

(fl\e times three) ou the nl\ . \ 

three notched sticks, a «}. wp'jfy/f" i H \ 

I# 'k\ 

count rau> be extended /JsJm j] 
Indefinitely. In playing 
the game two players 

sit opposite each other. | 

their legs crossed In 
a characteristic manner. 

and the dish. Or wSltPa, F, ° 82 Plsttsr for dice diameter, I» inches Sficmac Indians, 

tat.™ tl™ ...ally 
placed on a thkk piece 

of leather or cloth A squaw keeps the score oo the counting sticks [figures U1 
C4). which nt first lie together The sir dice are plsced on a dish with their 
marked faces down , one of the players takes the dish in loth bands and raises 
it au loth or two from the ground and brings it down again with considerable 
force, thus turning the dice If nil but one of the upterned faces nre marked or 
unmarked, he repeats the toss and continues to do bo os long as one of these com 
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t mos as much n* ft single throw etc. Alter the pUe ol counting sticks has been 
exhausted a new feature Is Introduced In the count The player who scores 
6r*t takes a single plain stick, from his pile and places It hj It-clf with oue of 
Its sides facing him to represent 1 point and i«erpendieular to this either 
horizontally or vertically to represent r point* 

He vontluue* to add ntvcks thu* as he continue* to score- This u«e of sticks 
as counters to Indicate unpaid a Innings is n device for deferring further set 
t lenient until the game seems near Its end. and also serves to Increase the count 
indefinitely to meet the Indefinite duration of the game ns Bfter oue player 
secures a token, his opponent, a hen be scores merely reduce* the former s token 
I |]e by the value of his score The reduction Is effected by returning from the 
token pile to the private pile the amount of the opponents score hence «t 
any time the token pile represents the amount of advantage which Its owuev 
has obtained since the la*t settlement These settlements are made when 
ever either party may desire It This, however is supposed to he whenever 
one phyer s token pile seems to represent ft value «| proaclilng the limit of bis 
opponent s ability to par If his opponent shonld permit the settlement to be 
deferred until be were no longer able to pav hi* debts, then he a ould loee the 
game to the first player whereas, if one player after the settlement retalus 
five plain Stick* hut not more 
a new feature la Introduced 
which favor* him If while 
retamhg hi* five sticks be 
can score 5 points before his 
opponent scores atall he wins 
tbe game In spite of the 
much greater amount of Ms 
opponents winning* up to 
that point. If his opponent 
scores 1 point only before 
be obtain* lug 5 point* he 
still his i chance though a less protnl*lng one After paying over the three 
plain sticks th it represent n single point, two plain sticks still remain to him he 
Is then compelled to win 7 points before hi* opponent wins I or he forfeit* the 
gime hut If he tnowl# in winning fils 7 point* the game Is still his. now 
ever In these last thatues he Is further handicapped by the rule that l e van 
at no time fu-ore more points than are represented In hi* private rile Conse- 
quently It with only five plain sticks in bis possession he could score onlv n 
stogie point even if lug low should cal! for 5 but with six plain sticks he coul 1 

score 2 l»ints with nine sticks 3. etc The list chances are With only five 

plain stick*. I point* are necessary to win with font plain sticks 5 point* are 

necessary to win with three sticks. C points w Ith two stick* 7 points with one 
stick 7 rotots. There arc two other minor rule* One that In counting 5 (mints 
on the plain stick* four bundles of f nir ear h ore given ln«tei I of tbe fire 1 undle- 
of three eirh as one should expect total 1ft The other rule i« that to count « 
point* we use a notched stick plus only two thin «tick*. instead of three a* 
might be expeetpk 

Mr Hagar states that the preceding frame was invented and taught 
bv the hero Glooscap They have aL*o a similar game, called wobuna 
runk* which they say was invented and owned bv Mihduheh— the 
turtle— one of Glooscap s companions, to whose shell the dice hear 
some resemblance 


<S^ 


•~dn 



Flo #« Counting *tick» for dice lends l ioch»*. JIlc- 
mAC Indian*. \on ScotiA r»t no Free yiareua 
of Science « 0 <t Ark l Diversity of PoaaSTlvoni*. 




OUT MICMtC 


niltlnl n 1 1 nnlnf 

Tt»* outfit for 
nrllul ton** C 



kind of « 


a total of 37 < 





u{»n rath plow or of 232 dot* <37 hy (!) uwl In the nun* 
The count I* a* follow* If «lx marked Mre* fjll fare 
up. It count* lift {inlnt* If Dip mnrked foe*** fall face up 
/ >fwr) 0\ lf f,nlr tn, ' r ^ r 'l f ,rp * 7*11 flee up 4 . If time marked fare* 

/ ye' v\ fill fa** UJ> 3 If two market fa.es fall fa.e up, 3. If ngp 

■ market fn.v fnll* fan* up 1 If »lx unmarked face* foil 
face up. 5 total wren count* and 70 point* 

Tin* mirk* on the Micmse dice on* similar to 
those on some of the inscribed shell lieads, known ns 
niniees. found in the state of Xew York. One of 
these (fipire 00). reproduced from Prof. W. II. 
Holmov Art in Shell of the Ancient Americans. 4 is 
from an ancient village site at Pom pet , which Rev. \\\ M. Beau- 
champ, of Baidu insnlle. Xew York, attributes to the seventeenth 
century. Mr Beauchamp writes nte that both side® are alike, and that 
it is pierced u itli two holes from edge to edge. 

Mote. Digby, Nova Scotia. (Cat. no. 21W2, Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania ) 

Set of implements for the game of nltestaan. the dice game, con- 
sisting of six Itone dice, marked on the flat sides ns shown in 
figure 07 and contained in a small velvet bag; a flat wooden <li'h 
(figure OS), 10 J inches m diameter, marked with incised lines on 
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Incites in length etxamunnel flat sticks « Ith a broadening at one end (2) 
kidCinl a nk, thin cylmdnc sticks, about double the thickness of luafer matches 
The etxanimwef plural tel txaumawel, slender sticks, are also called “ fhe 
pointers” because their broadening end shows fire notches or points showing 
their lalue 11s counters, eith rep 
resenting fire kidem'i auk The 
ones sent j ou are made of bamboo 
obtained from the West Indies 
heneo called kesdsk, plural kesus- 
kel On one of the txsmuawel the 

end has a double set of notches, the Wf. ' / 1 1 r \ — v, .v \ v v» 


counting each of the txamuiwel P \J/ s’'' V \ / \\ 

counts 5 points and It Is the prlTl \ U y / 

lege of the one who gets the old \ 

man to get K jwtiits more thin the V > j/ 

others under the condition th it his 
prei Ions gain exceed 15 points 

The kld£ml-.uik, or common . 

, Flo (V<— Flitter tor dies (ubrsrwj, diameter toj 
counters, are fifty-one in number. , nfhMi sticmac i ndu ^ Nova Scotta eat no. 
cyhndrlc, and of the s-ime length ns SlW2.Frc«afo»«im of Science and Art University 

tbetximuinel Some of those be of Pennsylvania 
fore 3 ou nre of snau or rock-maple, 

the others of bamboo Their number Is determined l>r the fact that three times 
seventeen mikes fiftj-one. and each three of them repi events 1 |»mt In tbe game. 



3 kldt nit ank 

up and one tbe blank side, the player 


marked 
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describes the games of the Narraganset as of two sorts — private and 
public. ‘“They have a hind of dice winch are plum stones painted, 
which they cast in a tray with a mighty noise and sweating.” He 
gives the following words referring to this game, wunnaugonhom- 
min, to play at dice in their tray; asauanash, the painted plum 
stones which they throw, and puttuckquapuonck, a playing arbor 
He describes the latter ns made of long poles set in the earth, four 
square, 1C or 20 feet high, on which they' Jiang great store of their 
stringed money, having great staking, town against town, and two 
cho-en out of the rest by course to play the game at this kind of 
dice in the midst of all their abettors, with great shouting and 
solemnity. He al«o say s : 

The chief gamesters muons them much desire to make their gods side with 
them In their gomes . therefore 1 hare seen them keep as a precious 

stone a piece of thunderbolt, which is like unlo a crystal which they dig out of 
the ground nmler some tTee. thunder-smitten, and from this stone ther have an 
opiniou of suece«- 

Xipissino. Forty miles above Montreal, Quebec. 

Rev. J. A. C«oq* describes the plum-stone game among this tribe 
under the name of pakesanak, which he says is the usual name given 
to five plum stones, each marked with several dots on one side only. 
Four or five women, squatting around on a blanket, make the stones 
jump about the height of their foreheads, and according to the stones 
falling on one or the other 'ide the fate of the player is decided. Of 
late the game has been improved by using a platter instead of a cover 
(blanket), which caused the name of the game of platter to be giren it 
by the whites. 

The name pakesanak is the plural of pakesan, defined as noyau, 
jeu. Dr A. S. Gatsehet has kindly given me the following analysis 
of this word: Pake. to fall, to let fall; s. diminutive: an, suffix of 
inanimate nouns. 

Xorripoewock. Xomdgewoch, Maine. 

In the dictionary of Father Sebastian Rasies,* a number of words* 
referring to games are defined/ from which it appears that the 
Rorridgewock Indians played a game with a bowl and eight disks 
(ronds), counting with grains. The disks were black on one side 

■ Ltllque de la Langne Alsoaqulne Montreal. ISSC 


rldee IS33 
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[» succmiUm he (i ttg hH up — equal to in small one* from the opjw- 

i out — the notched one to 1 m' tlie last taken of the mini] one* It being equal to X 
Whi ti all the small stick* are drawn sii'l then? lire largo ones left In tin* pile— 
Instead of liking 3 from the ni-pinriil. the players l.iy one out to show that the 
other n«« 3 sticks, and sit un until tin* Inrjrc ones lire non Tln-ti. unleSH the 
Rime I* « draw, tlie mvond and hiore liiten»tlng stage Utrltis. and the sticks 
hare different value. Turning nil Hie disks hut one. the player lays 1 out — equal 
In 4 from ait oppunint Turning alt the disk* hut one twice 
111 num-Mion, he Inj* 3 out— espial to V- from the other — three 
times In succession — stand* 1 U|«. equal to 1 large or JO smnll 
ones. Turning *11 alike, lie sets up l large one twice In mi"- 
ceMlon; then 3 large ones, or talking these, 3 small ones for 
each large one. Till* w unfit end the game If the ojijunwnt had 
none sucullng, as there would Is* no sticks to pay tho point* Fin rs-tk.neills, 
Hut a run of three times of one kind In succession 1* unusual 
When one ha* not enough stick* to pny |stlnts won by the 
jother come* tlie nut te*t of skill although the former h '« Prowa. 

Still sereral superior chance* to win tlie fine If he has fi 
Stick*, he |u< 3 chance* : If 7 or P stick* hr tins 5 chance* ; tlt.it I* he places the 
disks In ismltlun. all one side up. for each of tlie loose* : the other contestant 
takes hi* turn at playing, hut lie can not place tho dl«k*. Then, giving the dish a 
peculiar slide, which they call la Ink. or running downhill like wwler, nrol nt the 
same time striking It down on the cushion, be may. unless the luck Is sadly 
■ gainst him, win twice out of three time* trying. 

To this diy It I* played with great animation, with Incantation* for good luck 
and exorcising of erll spirit*, hy waring of hinds nnd co log yon tol-eg wn 
wfleh. At a run of III Im k there are 
peculiar !*•*>*«• made over the illsh 
amt n muttering of >lk mne-squ* 
Ok nmc li.iss.W ("l know there 
Is a Jllunnc squaw nrotmil"). 

One of their h-giinla loll* of n 
g-une play isl hv Youth ngslmst 
Old Age Tin* old man hid innili 
ru'ta-oii llu (iiiiclr power) lie 
had regained hi* jniilh several 
thuis. hy Inhaling (lie hmlh of 
youthful opponent*, lie bail again grown old nnd sought another victim 
When he found one whom he thought suited to his pyr]>o*e be Inrltisl 
him to n g-ime of fill tea teg-enilk Tlie young ninn tens also m’taoli llo, 
and far a piVhe-gan had K'< he-lml lock (spirit of the ulr), nnd consequently 
know Hie old man'* Intention, yet tie isuwentcrt to ,i game The old man s 
wfil tali ha nio'pn wn* a skull an I the dll tin tog-enfik wire the i j e* or fonner 
victim*. The game was n king nnd exciting nm 1 , liut nt ein.lt toss off |>y the 
young man the disks were carried a tittle higher by Ills pf. iie-gnn until they 
disappeared altogether This broke up a game that has never heeu emtv 
pletcd. The legend say a tluit the old man still waits and the young uiin still 
outwits him 




a n— Coasting slick* for die* 
l larks* P a ws cii ff orviiiy lad 


•me IcogUi, »l to 


Another Pu»camiqiio<l<]y game is ds-vnbecl by Mrs Brown untler 
the name of wypenogenuk: 

This game, like dll tes-teg ondk, has long been a gambling game The disks 
are very elinllir, but larger, nnd eight In number Tlie players stand opposite 
each other with a blanket spread on the ground between them The disks are 
held In the palm of the band, and chucked on the blnokct This game Is counted 
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between transferee line‘s one of the latter tied with a leather 
band (figure 7G). Collected by Mr R N. Wilson 
Pot mi atom. Potawatomi reservation, Oklahoma. (Cat. no 70701. 
Field Columbian Mu-eum ) 

Set of 8 bone dice (figure 77); «ix flicks. three-fourths of an inch 
in diameter, one tor- 
toise, and one horse 
head, with on 
rounded and plain and 
reverse flat and stained 
red: accompanied by a 
flat wooden bowl. 11 
inches in diameter, and 
25 seeds u-ed in count 
tug. Collected by Dl Finn Bmedlre, <Ummuer llnch PoUtratoini Indians, 

„ . „ J OkUhoma. rat no Mmi Firld Colombian Museum 

George A. Dorsey. 

Sack am> Foxes. Tama. Iowa. (Cat. no. 3G751, Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 

Eight disks of bone (figure 78), guMgonuk, thiee-fourths of an inch 
in diameter Six are marked with two incised circles on one side, 
and two with a five-pointed star inclosed in a circle, with a brass 
bo«s in the center which penetrates to the other side. Except 
for this the reverse'* are plain. Accompanied by a wooden bowl. 

anagai (cat no 3G752), 
made of a maple knot, 
grease-soaked and highly 
polished; diameter, 114 
inches. Collected by the 
writer in 1900 

Both men and women play but 
Ibis Is esjiecmlly a womans game 
Tbe dice are tossed | n the bow I, and 
tbe count Is kept w l«h tea sticks, 10 
being tbe game The counts are ns 
follow* Eight marked sides up 



o© 

o® 

o© 



counts 4; eight plain side* up. 4: se'en matted sides and owe white side up. 2. 
six marked sides and two white side* up. 1 . seven white sides and one iu irked 

up, 2 . six white sides and two marked op, 1 , seven white sides anS one star op 5. 

seven market] sides and one brass stud op. 5, six white sides and two stars up. 

10 , six marked sides and two "brass studs up, 10. Tbe game Is called gusigonogi 





80 oamm or -mr north amfriciic imham. i*t» i«* u 

A ect of UM^ap* stick* (figure T f >) for the women's dice pm*'*. *«> the 
Anuricuu Muslim of Natural Ill-ton {cat no. sl!i)t con«i‘ti of 
a bundle of eight piece'* of reed 3} inches in hngth Collected 
by Dr Wiliam Jone-*. 


\x«i\r»MC»N stock 


San Carum Aruuc. ‘'an Carlo* Gila countk, Anrona (PkIJ 
Columbian Mu'eiim ) 

Cat no C355G Tlim woodtn staves (figure 80), U niche* m hngth, 




OfiE j (rra>inn 
;;t §HF3^CTTgTTc3 
>3 tTKISip^ipEl 


rio "i f iv* aiw i»e*ib » iiKh~: r.b <ntvm no n eur* du-»- inrR. « iwb«K iu« 

llwk* In ll»n«. AriioM nl no WA MrU CktVa A|*>-bo Indonn. Art™ rmt no 
OolnmlA.n Mn-»m COT FW-U tX»nmU*n 


flat faces (Minted red tnth incit'd crews lines painted black in 
middle and end wipes notched round Aides juinlul sillnw 



painted bands black and red They were collected b\ Mr S C. 
Simms, who gn es the name, of the game as scttil 





starting 






ciilih] DICE G\M£b. WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHF 89 

The playing sticks are about i foot in length, and are the babes of green sticks 
about 1 Inch In diameter, the lurk being left on the rounded side and the split 
surface marked u«o«s Its fue with charcoal bands about 1 Inch wide In 
throwing the sticks arc carefully held together In the hand, with the marked 
faces either In or out They are burled, ends down, the hand being released 
just before they strike, so that they are free to fill or bounce in any direction 
The counts are as follows • One marked fice up counts 2, two marked faces 
up, 3; three marked faces up. 5. three marked faces down, 10 
If the plajer scores 10, she throws again otherwise she passes the sticks to 
the neit player When l player m ikee 10, she always says yak ! and strikes the 
center stone with the bunch of three play sticks sidewise before throwing them 
again. The number of plajers may be two, three, or four the last named num 





) 
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■\\hite Mountain ViACin. Last fork of White rner Vnrona 
(Tield Columbian Muacuni ) 

Cat no C$81*) Three wooden start- 14 niche* in lingth painted 
alike, blue on the flit face and rounded lucks icllow 

Cat no 68822 Tliret wooden -tu'e*. 11 J incht- m length with 
incised cross lines blue and red in the middle of the flit face the 
rounded backs plain 

Cat no CS83I Three woodin staves. 121 uuh ** m length with 
diagonal incised black line ncro-t. the mid Ik of tin flat fats the 
rounded backs plain 

Cat no. C$321 Three woodtn -taie-, o iiuhes in length with the 
middle of the flat sides blackened and one -tate with incised 
diagonal lint in the middle the rounded hacks pi un 
These specimens were collected In Mr Charles L. Owen who 

describes them as used in the game of t-a -t<l 

krizona (Cit no 1 »2C*>G, United States National Mils utn 1 

Set of three 'ticks of hazel wood 8 inches m length three fourths 
of an inch wide and about three -eighths of an inch m thickness, 
flat on one side, with a diagonal black band across the middh the 
other rounded and unpainted Tliej show marl * of u-» 

These were collected hi I)r F (lward Pi liner* and mn de-snU-d by 



Ft* «> FU s 


FlO ft* Stick d w length.*! lm.be*. Whltft Mountain Apache Indian— F rt a I*Bi hr Arizona. 

ernt-no UWIO Free of Science and Art. t-nlrernitp of Pmn«rlmnia 

Fla W Manner of 1 elding Ml Wrc White Voontaln Apache lnd bo*. Aiinnna from draw 
lapSy tbe Into C»pt.C N B MAtal r l B Anne 

Captain C N B Macaulev U ** Vrm> a» u-ed in a game placed by 
women in a circle * of forti stone- dit nled in four tens with s division 
to each ten and hating a 1 irgt flat rotl placed in the middle 
Four or sli mn i lay Two *1 le* are formed of muni nutnls-rs. -ludtwi sets of 
sttcls ore us«l- Tbe players kneel l«chln t tbe rock circle. Tht first pi leer takes 
the sticks In oi e band rou n led si les or t[ figure SO ] at d slims theni ei l first on tbe 

rock From tills Is derived the Dane of the piuie sA-Hcb-cb. I, i n s-on tl e-nxt r 
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The counts are as follows Three lound sides up counts 10, three flat sides 
up. 5; two round sides up and oDe flat, ‘i , one round Bide up and two flat, 3. 

A throw of 10 gites another throw Each side has two sticks which are used 
to mark the count The two sides count from opposite directions. 


White Momuv Apache. Fort Apache, Arizona. (Cat no 844 Co, 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Thirteen -wooden dice (figure 90), If inches in length, flat on one side 
and rounded on the other, all painted black on the flat side, while 
three hare reddish brown and ten white backs 
Collected in 1903 by Mr Charles L. Owen, who gives the following 
account of the game, which is played only by warriors : 


It Is called <1 


d nadagtza, < 


4 ^ 


% 


Jlo SO Wooden dice, length. II 
UoqdUIh Apache Indians. An 
MPS, Field Colombian tMoacnm 


ichee White 


dVkj gust«S'gl Thirteen, or, according to 
another informant, fourteen dice are 
used Two or four players partici- 
pate The highest possible throw Is 
20 points. The dice are shaken In a 
flat basket, or tea The ground har- 
ing been hollowed out. Is lined with 
boar grass covered ot er with a buck 
akin or blanket. This is to give else 
tlclty and recoil to dice w hen the 
basket is struck sharpli The mode 
of shaking dice Is to strike the basket, 
which is firmly grnepod at two oppo- 
alte sides, down upon the elastic play- 
ground. the dice thereby being to****! upward and shaken over well 
The counts are as follows Ti-ilqgm. three white backs, ten black faces, connts 
12; ltddfnkagS. three red backs, ten black faces, — : nfltdha, ODe red back, _ 
twelve black faces, 10, Scttifi -ilqgai five white backs, eight blaclJ faces, — , 
gflstAfd llqgfi or dsflqgal, seven white backs, six black faces — . ba -iscinS. three 
•red backs, ten white backs, 20 beitciha. —red backs, — white backs, 16, tndai, 
three black faces, ten whits backs, — : dura, three red backs, three white backs, 
seven black faces, — ; nAkf-n3da?U, two red backs, ten white backs, one black 

Hota. Hu pa valley, 

Cali f ornia 
(Free Museum 
of Science and 
Art, Univer- 
sity of Penn- 
sylvania.) 

Cat. no. 37109. Tour 
disk* of mussel 
shell (figure Old), 
two alike, three-fourths of an inch, and two alike, seven-eighth- 
of an inch in diameter. One side is dull and slightly concate, 
and the other bright and convex. 

Cat. no. 37200. Four di-ks of abalone shell (figure 916). similar to 



Indiana, 



q2 OWES OF THE >.ORTH A3IEPJCAN INDIANS [rra ass *4 

the preceding 1 and H inches m diameter Collected bv the 
writer in 1*100 

Thee are u'ed bt women in a game called by the same name as the 
dice \eoul mat 

Two women play The four lire are shaken together In the hand* the palms 
clasped together and the d c* tet fall upon n blanket The larger dice are 
called ml n! klau. and the smaller mi nl-sUk the concave sides, tali al ttm It, 
the umti. yemtun It Two beads and two tall9 count t nr heads count 
1 four tall* count 1 Other plays do not count The count Is kept with ten 
sticks, which are pat in the center between the two women and drawn oat «s 
thee win, When the renter pile is exhausted they draw from each other until 
one woman wins the ten sticks- The game la played at any time « 

V Crescent Cltv Indian whom the writer met at Vrcata California, 
jpre the Dame of the dice described above as tchnthilt, large dice 
tehaka ■small dice, mushnai concate sides, gasman, convex aides 
toutowitmun let u« plav dice clntat 

Kadciiodinne. Mackenzie (Cat no 7404 Lnited States National 
Museum ) 

Four wooden blocks (figure * v 2) If inches in length, stud to be for a 



game Thev hare a rounded ba^c with two transverse cut® and 
are perforated as if for stringing Collected bv Maj R. Kemu 
cotton the \rxtic coast. 

Navaito St Slichael Arizona 
Res Bcmrd Hade* describe* the following game 
Ashbl 1 the croesed-stlek game Two sticks are nswl, a boat 4 or Inches 
long One side of the stick* 1* colored red. the other black. Each stick has 
on each si le four marks, cats, in the center \ blanket Is placed on the ground 
*nd another attached shore It to the celling. The sticks are crossed so that 
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the mark* touch each other ami are Mil In this position with the Index finger 
am) thumb of hath bund* The plsyor Mate* how many points tie will score 
am! his mi-mcnt Hikes up the challenge by stating tils own point* The stliks 
held In position with hotti hands, are throw n up against (he blanket above, nod 
Bccvnlltig aa they fall — th«t Is— a* tin; marks tnuih path either or ore (.lose to 
one another, a point, great or small Is scored. The highest (mint Is scored If 

the sticks fait ns held when thrown up, otherwise the joints count inserdlng 

to the proximity of the mnrk on the two stliks Tin* piijer 1011111100* If he 

Scores a point, rontrnrln l*e. his oia«ment tries. 

This was an indoor game and not limited tu a purtloiilnr sen son It present 
It Is scarcely known, hut nnr luformiint retoemls-rs It was played quite fre- 
quently In Ms childhood, lie remembers too tb it the slicks wer<- not roundel 
or hollow, hut ordinarily round 

In a subsequent letter, from information obtained from Th-si 
1 = 0 , “ Hi" Goat," whose father was n profession d •'aiublcr. Father 
Bcrnril writes - 

There are four slicks of different color*. yellow while, black and blue l'el 
low U railed tut, white wliOsbl. black nihbfl. nod blue nfahl These names are 
not tliose of the colors hut of Ibo Milks. IVhlte bihI yellow, black and blue, are 
partner*, rtwpectlvcty These stliks are place*! In a basket and throw n up to 
thetdinket In order to tvIsiutnL Vevonllng as they fall, or not. In proximity to 
partners selected, points are scored and stakes won 

Xaxaiio Chin Loo, Arizona. (Cat. no 3021. Brooklyn Institute 
Museum.) 

Three stick.*, 3 inches in length. Hat on ono side and rounded on the 
other. 

Ono "-tick (figure 93/7). painted half black and lulf white on the 



Fio M o, b, r Slick dies (for **hUl). 
length 8 Inches Narabo Indiana, Art 
ions cat. no m. Brooklyn Insdtntu 
HWIIB 

roundeil *ide, the flat side black, 
is called tsi'i, head. Another ( fig- 
ure 936), painted half red and 
half white, the flat side half black 
and half white, is called nezhi, and 
the third (figure 93c), painted en- 
tirely red on the rounded side and 
black on the flat bide is called 
tqelli. Three dice arc employed in the game of nshbii The sticks 
are held together and tossed, ends upward, against the blanket above 
the players. A basket is placed below and they do not count unless 


Hr" “tt 1 
+ 4 - 


a W Order of cc 





Ok THT SOOTH VMFWCAS INPUSh t«« 


thcA fall min it Tin fount* an? agreed upon m ad\ aiwe awl follow 
the order di-plajc J in figure **4 

Naiuio \cu Mexico (Cn no. P*n7 Vnitcd ^tate- National Mn 
«enm ) 

Set of three -ticks of root of cottonwood 8 inches m length, nlxmt 1} 
inch* - m brr ultli 

' i— . ” *' Z. "'* - 1 9 an l on» half inch 

■ t «nlelt»tnit llilark 

i M round 1 and im 

. - — — . _-r_ im painted (figure 

|V A ’" “* w ' — \ °'|), one etn k tied 

~ T * . 1 1 neir the ml to 

Fla Kl ptl k dke In-.irtb » Itirher Smnbo *<<■* t n Telit splitting 

-l,oi mark, 

of continued use Collected l>\ Or f I ward I'alnur 
\s observed h> the writer at the C< lumhian rvpo-ition in Chicago 
the \ainho | las on a cirtlc of forti “tone- throwing tin -t nes ind* 
down upon a flat ftone placetl in the nnter IVli pin or hi. a 
splint or twig to represent hint upon the l>onnl, nnd the-** are all 

pined Ugetherat oiip r - - — 

of the four openings * • 

in the circle nt the J - ' i* j } * y*"*'*— 

commencement of the JLj | ^ * **% 

Three round side up ! 

counts 10 three flit jj^ ^ / J 

one flat 0 one round h t » ^ , ft j j’ ) _^ „-«£>$ 

and two flit, 0 The i rjj^4* v 1 ,* 

following local nl irj OSKji,.' l* 1 Vt ' *> * *-/* 

of the game was fur 

aho at Clucago The L t * \ /. V , v .'fc. 

game, set tilth the f,„ «. s.,»bo Muama.. n.* a ,.*kJi'. s. si, wi 
-taves set tilth, the A Hums from p!ima?rmr.h by R»r IVnardlUUe 

circle of stones sen asti , the stone in the center, a-cle-sanc 
Dr Washington Matthews* describes a game placed b\ \avabo 
women under the name of t«idd or tsmdil 
The principal Implements are three sticks, which are thrown violently ends 
d wn on o flat stone around which the gamblers sit The sticks rebound so 


,4^ 

ter h^>,, 
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well that they would fly far away were not » blanket stretched overhead to 
throw theta back to the players. A number of small stones placed In the form 
of a square are used as counters These are not moved, but sticks, whose posi- 
tions are changed according to the fortunes of the game, are placed between 
them The rule* of the game hate not been recorded 
Doctor Matthews tells* among the early events of the fifth or 
present world, that whi^ they were waiting for the ground to dry 
the women erected four poa" they stretched a deerskin, 

and under the shelter of this they plated the game of three sticks, 
tsindi, one of the four games which they brought from the lower 
world.® 

Xavaiio. Arizona. (Cat. no. 0-2510, Field Columbian -Museum.) 
Three fiat blocks. G inches in length, one face painted with equal 
hands of green, blue, and ml, and the other faco half blue and 
half red. 

They were collected lit Dr George A. Dorsey, who describes tho 
game under the name of sitih. 

Tbe elrd* Is (eneetl. The game Is to mid tbe counts are ns follow* All with 
three hands up count 5. atl with two b*ud« up. 10; one with three bands and 
two with two blinds. 2. two with three bands and oue with two binds. 3: one 
with Iwo builds and two with three binds, 3 


Arizona. (Cat.no 74735. United States National Museum.) 

Set of seven block* of cedar wood, three-fourths of an inch in length, 
•eieil-sixlceutlb of an inch wide, and one-fourth of an inch 
tills k (figure »7); -ettiou hemispherical. 'Six hate fl.it sides 
blackened and one p.imted red; opposite unpiinted. 

Then* were collected by Dr Washington Matthews, U. S. Army. 
The game was “plated with count- 
ers by women.” 

Doctor Matthews < describes an- 
other gime similar to tho above 
under the name of tnka-thad-sata * 
or the thirteui chips: ' 

It Is plijril wllh thirteen thin flit 
piece* of 'wood which nre isiloreil red n 
one aide and left w bite or unculored on tbe oilier Puceeaa depend* on Iho num- 
ber of chip* Which. Is- lug thrown upward fill wllh thetr white shies up 

In the gambling contest between Ha*tschogin and Xohoilpi the 
nniniaN came to the relief of the former, and in the game of taka- 


r Wooden dt-« bn«*h. I t< 
T«h.» Indians. A riz/.ojt cat. no. »i 
l'nllo.1 8 talcs National Jtuaonm. 
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thad «nta the Bat 'aid * Lene the game to me I lime made 
thirteen chips that are white on both side-* 1 will hide mt«elf in the 
ceiling and when our champion throws up his chip- I will gro-p them 
and throw down mv chip- in-teid The "Bat a-- Med is hi hud 
promised the -on of Hast-ehojrm an 1 the latter -oon won the game. 
\ii aho Kearns Cuii\< n Vrizona 

Mr \ M Stephen describes the foil <w mg game in his unpub 
li«bed manuscript 

Ta ka w-iiltl M-ien cants, phved with wren «u all clilps about 1 inch In 
a ampler one red bt to on one able an 1 marled w lib a eraaa. tlie ottier sldt 
blackened all black on one site bit-djlli aid uucolin -1 on the other side 
Thrown from the hands when one wh t« a! to comes uj the one who lias been 
sluikio? tbe dl-e wins olid On-n l when onlv «n black ill k is exposed. 
1.1 1 kl J»n when tbe red one an 1 all the rest white hVk* a w»nn ns card for 
several am nnt« It nuiv he seven t n e* the stal -* doubled when all -ire black 
excel t the red it Is called b t-dJH I tel In even number of ptajer* are sought 
It is a man a gniae but women are at-o found to play It tboiwh only under 
protest fr< 1 1 tbe n eu 


Chin Lee Vrixoiva (BrooUhn In titute Mu-eum 1 

Cat no 3G22 Seven wooden dice {figure c '^n) flit on one «ide and 

Q Q Q Q Q □ Q • 


u u u u u u u- other ends square 

length three fourths 

OOOOOOO 1 c,'“ v. 

n n n I — V wooden dice (figure 

1 I ( 1 I 1 I I I I i ) |l >j« 03 &) similar to the 

' w ' V ~' W V — 1 ^ ^ ^ alxtt e hut circular 

Fiq »a,l t Tbreearbof vnodes di-e lengtha.! nineties. , . . , 

Artwffl. cst »ts.n.«tn. diameter L inch 
amours lutitste unseam (. at no SOM ^eren 

wooden dice (figure *>Se) bitnil it to the above but onl diame- 
ter, 1 J inches 

The-e dice are all painted blach on the fl it side with six unpamted 
and one punted ml on the comer *nde made b\ a medicine man 
named little linger who gave the name as dahha t-o«t«e li -even 


Rei Iterat'd Haile de-cribe- the preceding game in a personal 
letter 


OuTsa 


st«e'ill esrds seven 




d There are fo 
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from which I ronctnJe It win small, ami throw them up However, they [dared 
with only one *ot at a time, viz., seven <hlps. either round or flat ones. Accord- 
ingly ax the color of the chip* faced the gronmt points mere scored. Six white 
and the xctenth red won the game, while all black* did not score as mudL 

Frank Walker, one of Father Berard’s interpreter®, recognized the 
name tnkn-tkad-sntn, or thirteen cards, given by Doctor Matthews ns 
that of a similar game which is so called in legends, but said that 
dakn tsost«edi is more generally known and spoken of. 

SrhAM. British Columbia. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie* gives the following description of the 
game of the platter- 

The Instruments of It consist of a platter or dl«h made of wood 0 r hart and sir 
round or wjtiare hut Hat piece* of metal wood, op stone. whose sid>-* or Mtrfneew 
are of dlflTcrcnt colors. These are put Into the dish, and after Irclng for some 
tlmoalisken together are thrown Into the air and rcceli ed again In the dbdi with 
(wnslih rahle dexterltj, when hy the number that are turnisl up nf the name 
inatfe <>r color the game Is regulated U there ♦luiuVl l>c equal number* tlvc 
throw Is Hot reckoned, If two or four tire platter changes baud*. 

Takt’im. Stuart lake, British Columbia 

The Reverend Father A. G Morioc * wrote* 

A third chance gnme was proper to the women and was [iliu.sl with button- 
like phx-tst of I sine. 

It wras |.a«eil on the same principle as dice, ami In common w Itti ntllli It liaa 
long fallen Into disuse It* n*me l< ntlvf-h 

PI-IITIIIKW STOCK 
BiiiTttt’K. Newfoundland 

From colored drawings of ancient hone disks attributed to the 
Beotliiik. and presented to the United Plates National Museum liy 
Lady Kdilll Blake, of Kingston. .Tamaien. it would appear th.it this 
triU» may have used gaming di«ks resembling those of the Mu-mac. 

rtMxiiv rnKK 

Arikvkv. North Dakota. (Cat no. Wl 2. 0.151. United Slates Na- 
tional 51 u -cum.) 

Set of eight plum stones, plain on one ude. with marks bums] on the 
other, ns shown in figure ftf. Four hare stars <>n a burnt 
ground; two, circular marks; two are entirely burned over. 

' Basket t»! woven grass, 7 inches in diameter at the top and 2 
inches deep (catalogued a« from the Grc*-ventrcsl. ColIeet«sl 
by Dr C. C. Gray and 5Ir Matthew I' Stevrn*on. 

Mo.um from Maatml. r HI. t/0»I"». isei 

* \ rfc* on nnirra P#»4 <l TrauarOoss of tb* C«n»4L«. IxrOisI*. > 4 p *1. Toronto, 
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H XI Uruekenrtd.ge* referring to the Vnkara, Mates 


In tbc ei piling about «un Inn n the women ccn»e from their lal«>r» an I collect 
little knots, nml >mu*t them •wire* with a trump s* met line HVe Jack.t i e* 
fl.p poll lea are trawil up In n email la- 
-cgx ket with which they en lenr r to rat h them 

^ Of »• ^ {a " 


, y--v y-px ket with which they en trar r to rat n them 

^ ^ ^ ap.tna.ttwy tall 

yr—, It fecmshardlj nece^an tope intout 

£rp {T\ tl<al ,ie fwfed 10 comprehend the object 

'- £ -’ „f the gnme 

T L” vSTiia Caw*. Oklahoma {Field CVdum 

koto cal no. Wlu, t allot Sut» blan Mll'ftim.) 

Vatioami Mipauin Cat no. 3W0 ronr slue? of cane 

(figuri 100), 6| indie* in length three painted red on the inside 
and one black 

Cat no 59172 Tour slips of c me (figure 101), J 1J inches in length, 
painted black on the inner side 
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designs, on which the canes are throw n, and eight counting sticks, 
8J inches in length (figure 102) Collected by Dr George A. 
Dorsey. 

Pvwxee. Nebraska. 

3Ir John B. Dunbar says: * 

The « omen also were addicted to games of chance, though with them the 
stakes were usual); trifling The familiar game with plan) stones suh' u, sod 
another. iQk'-ta Mt-anM-£0k o. played with a bundle of parti-colored rods about 
.a foot In length, were much In vogue among them 

Oklahoma. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. 3952 2. Set of four stick dice, made of slips of cane, 8 inches 
in length, entirely plain. 

Cat. no 59413 Set of four stick dice, made of slips of cane, 12} 
inches m length, curved sides plain, concave sides painted, two 
red and two green. 

Cat. no. 59519. Set of dice, similar to the above, 13} inches in length, 
one with concave side painted ml and having an incised lino 
painted red on the convex side; one with concave side blue and 
a line with feather-like marks on the reverse; one with concave 
Mile yellow', and an incited line painted yellow on the reverse, 
and one with the concave side painted white, with « long un- 
pninted line with a cross mirk on the reverse 



Cat no. .">9523. Set of diee. similar to the preceding. 1CJ inches in 
length (figure 10T). In-ides painted jellow, red. preen, and 
plain, and three crosses incited on reverse. Each has a feather 
attached by a thong at one end 

Cat. no 59415. Four --ticks (figure lOt), 8} inches in length, one 
»ide rounded and burned with mark-, as shown in the figure, 
the other fiat with a groove painted ml. Accompanied with a 
square of Imlfalo hide. 27 by 32 mchc-. marked in black w ith two 
tows of eight line-, a row on each side, wilt with seven dni-ions, 
on vvhkh the bets are laid. 

* fti» V»wo*« Td«I*ov at Awtlni a «. j. Ul, T«r» us* 
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Cat no TO412 **et of four woodm dire (fipm 10*>), o inches m 
length one Milo come* nnil marked with incised black lines, A' 
hown in figure The r»ier-< grootrd, three painted ml and 
plain and one blick and marked with cross lines at the end and 
middle Vccompanied In a tablet of sand-tone (figure 100) . 1 
indies square marked with incised lines, and four counting 
sticks 7 inches, in length, painted ml and ttuhi '* inches ui 
length, painted yellow (figure 107) 



Cat no 51410 Ttattan basket (figure 10S), 8) inches m diameter, 
sin peach stone dice, three burned entirely black on one side, 
three with crosses on one side the reverse plain and four ml 
four green and four neMow counting sfrcAv, all 1>> inches m 
length 

V number of other peach and plum stone dice in the same collec 
tion are in sets of sis two kinds in each set all plain on one face 
and marked three alike, on the other dueflj with stars 

Vll of the above were collected in 1001 bi Dr George A DorSpy 
Pawnee Pawnee reservation Oklahoma (Cat no 70721 Field 
Columbian Museum ) 
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Pet ol sis plum-stone Oiw (figure 109), three «mall, burned black on 
one «ide, arjd three large, witf\ a light longitudinal curved band 
with 'cien dots on one side, reverses plain: oceompanietl bv a 
Hat basket of twined rattan, 9 inches in diameter Collected by 
I)r George A. Dorsey. 

In the tale of Scabby Bull. Doctor Dor- 
sey describes the marking of n set of 
pis magic plum stones for the woman’s 

One <«f the done* had a new moon pictured 
on It, and a little Mad, star on the decorated (J 00 l] 1 0 

aide. The neat atone Imre a half moon in Mad, 


IpSpll 

'qjj&agygp' 


The next stone waa decorated wllh a full 

tnoon; the next one had upon It one great star. ^r . - — — ~ 

which reached from one point of the stone to *~ ~ ~ " ' ~ 

the other. The next stone had ten stars 1 

stors painted upon It Arrordlng to the people. * " ■ ~ . 

tbe man took the stones outside, held then) tip, ~ ' , - - 

»p«l through the power of the moon Btld stars Fjn , w p.^-rfon. dies. bwiet, *n<t 
the stones were painted black • counter. diameter of buiket, I, 

, , , Inc tin*, Inneth of food tern. 131ncbair. 

In replv to a letter addressed bt the r»wne« Indian* Okisboiiui cat no 
writer to' Dr George Bird Grinnell, of •»» F*«id Colombian iru»a» 
Xew York Citj, he kindly wrote the following account of what the 
- Pawnee call the seed game: 


I hate seen this rime phiyed anion? the Pawnee. Arlkarn. find Cheyenne, and 
substantially the same war ererro here. The Pawnee do not use n bowl to 



throw the seeds, but bold them In a flat 
wicker basket about the site and shape 
of an ordlnnry tea pljte The woman 
who makes the throw holds the basket 
In front of her. close to tbe ground, 
give* the stones a sudden toss Into tbe 
air. and then moves the basket smartly 
down spilnst the ground, and' the stones 
fait Into tt They ave not thrown high. 



102 


GIMFS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS !*ti 


and la played I y tbe women chll Iren ami aid d eo. who like rro*-"!" PI»ti* craw 1 
out to the rlmn to bask In the suu. probably t* nral * nly with an ol 1 buffalo 

- icitiTt fflcliitu reservation 

■- — ■ ■* Oklahoma (C*t no UViO 

^ Field Columbian Museum ) 

—j Four split canes (figure HO), f 
f ' inches in length the nun r fares 

^ — s. — - - - j plain, the inner sides colored 

Fio ita 6Hrkdlc* length Bln k». ivich- three red, one preen Collected 
^ 1 w«i, T Fuid*oS.mU^ hi Dr George \ Por*^ 

Museum. 

ESKIMAI AN STOCK 

T skimo (Cevtrau, VniURMifT, and KiNirrrL) Keewalm 

Dr Franz Dons dc'cn\>es the following game plated with lionet, 
from wil flipper* • 

Each bone represents a certain animal or an oil or yonng person. Tlw* are 
dlriOcd Into two e<iu»l parts One bone I* i Irked up from each | lie t»el I up a 
few Inches, and then lei drop Should one Ian 1 rid t ri le U] 11 1*1 wkisl upon 
as Hough It had thrown tie other down la a tight. The one which fell wrong 
aide up Is then wt n«l I >, and nnolber from 11 k name pile l« tried with tl si* 
cessful one Id this way This Is curried on until one aide wins Tlwn tbs I»*t 
bone to win t» called the beat being strongest of all. Tlie | layer wl<n has lost 
the came ni far takes the tone bolls It up l> his foreliend, an l lets It ilrot 
If It should land rlgt t aide up It la looked Upon as though the bear has Ihronn 
btm Other* l*e I e I* stronger 
than the bear Chll Iren also nse A| 

these lames t r playinu house Ay /af /f 

Eskimo (Centrai.) I r.K yJK ^ -J 

hi hcrbay f Iranklin C ^ — 

C a pi n in Charles Irnnklm 
Hall s savb 


Cumberland sound Franklin (CaL no T Jf T , Vmer 

icon Mu-eum of Natural Hiriorj ) 

Doctor Boas figures three tvorv dice (figure 111) Ln the firm of 
women and one representing a bird ' Collected by Capt James 
Mutch 

Elsewhere * Doctor Boas «ays 

A g° m ^ similar to dice, called tlngmtujotig— I e Images of bird*— Is fre- 
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quently played. A set of about fifteen figures, like those represented in figure 
522, belong to this game, some representing birds, others meD nnd womeu The 
players sit around a board or piece of leather nnd the figures are shaken in the 
hand and thrown upward. On falling, some stand upright, others lie fiat oo 
the back or on the side. Those standing nprlglit belong to that player whom 



thee face, sometimes they are so thrown that they all belong to the one that 
tossed them up The players throw by turns until the la«t figure Is taken up, 
the one getting the greatest number of figures being the winner 


Mr John Murdoch* describes similar objects which he purchased 
at Plover bay, eastern Siberia, in 1881 (figure 112). They were sup- 
posed to be merely uorks of art. Referring to the account given by 
Doctor Boas of their use as a game, he says- 


It Is therefore quite likely they wi 
bay. If this be so, it is a remark 
able joint of similarity between these 
widely separated Eskimos, for I can 
learn nothing of » similar custom at 
any Intermediate point 

In the United States National 
Museum (cat. no. 63457) there 
is a set of carved water birds 
and a seal (figure 113) collected 
from the Eskimo at St Law 


used for a similar purpose at rioter 



rence island, Alaska, by Mr E IV. Nelson, m 18S2 lie informs me, 
through Prof. Otis T. Mason, that he never saw the flat-bottomed 
geese and other creatures u=ed in a game, and all of his specimens 
are perforated and used as pendants on the bottom of personal orna- 
ments and parts of clothing 

Prof. Benjamin Sharp, of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, tells me that he saw the carved water birds used as a 
game, being to«sed and allowed to fall bv Eskimo at St Lawrence 
bay, Siberia 


* Ethnological Bwults of the Point Barrow Expedition. 
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IROQUOIAN STOCK 

Gacc.ua aw ag a Qnehec. 

Col. James Smith* describes a game resembling dice or hustle cap. 

They pat a comber of plntu stones In a small bowl ; one side of each stone is 
black and the otber white, then they shake or hustle the bowl, calling hits, hits, 
bits, lioucsy, honour, rago rago, which signifies calling for white or black or 
what they wish to torn up, they then torn the bool and count the whites and 

Cherokee. North Carolina. 

I am informed by Mrs Starr Hajes that the Cherokee play a game 
in a flat square basket of cane, like the lid of a market basket, •with 
colored beans, under the name of black eye and white eye. 

The shallow basket used Is 11 feet square The beans are colored butte' 
beans, a variety of lima, and those selected nre dark on on» aide anti white on 
the other Twelve beans are kept ss counters. Six others are put In the 
basket, as they come, and the players, who nre four In uumber, and each two 
partners, play In turn. The basket Is held In both hands, slightly shaken, and 
then with a Jerk the beans are tossed In tbe air If all turn blacfe. 2 are taker 
from the counters, if all turn white, 3 are taken. If but ODe turns up white 1 
Is taken from tbe twelve When they turn five white. 1 only Is taken. Tbe 
gome Is played three or »lx times weekly Whoever gets twelve beans has the 
game 

Conestoga “Western Pennsjlvania nnd southern New York. 

Loslael * gives, the following account: 

The Indians nre naturally given to gambling nnd frequently risk their arms, 
furniture, clothes, and all they possess to gratify this passion Tbe chief game 
of the Iroquois and Delawares Is dice which. Indeed, origin ited with them Tbe 
dice nre mide of oval nnd flattlsb plum stones, painted black on one and yellow 
on the other side Two persons ouly cno play at one tunc They put the dice 
into u dl»h. which Is rilled alternately by ench gambler and struck on the table 
or floor with force enough to make the dice rise and change their position, w hen 
he who baa the greater number of winDlng color counts 5. and the first who has 
the good fortune to do this eight times wins tbe game The spectators seem In 
great agltatloD during the game, and nt every' chance that appears decisive crj 
out with great vehemence. The gamblers distort their features, and If umae- 
j-esstul mutter their displeasure at the dice nnd tbe evil splrlls w ho prevent their 
good fortune Sometimes whole townships, nnd even whole tribes, play against 
each other One of the missionaries happened to be present when two Iroquois 
townships bating got together n number of goods, consisting of blankets, cloth, 
shirts, linen, elc-. gambled for them Tbe game lasted eight days. They assem- 
bled every day. and every inhabitant of ench township tossed tbe dire once 
This being done anil the chance of each person noted down, they parted for tbe 
day: but each township offered a sacrifice In tbe evening to Insure success to 
their party. This w as done by a mao going several times around the fire, throw- 
ing tobncco Into It. and singing a song Afterward the whole company danced. 
TVbeo the appointed time for the game was at an end they compared notes 3nd 
the winner bore away tbe spoil In triumph. 



mi 


omi or 


'NORTH INtFRlCVC lXtdA'NS Irfr 


It is tx^ond mj power t > picture the diligence *nd activity of our burbavlanK 
In prepnriug themselves find In necking all tbe weans nnd omens for good luck 
and t-vKsn^ In their game They assemble at night and spend the lime pnrtly In 
shaking the illsb and ascertaining si h > has the best hand, partly In displaying 
their charms and exhorting them Toward the end they lie down to sleep in the 
same cabin, hiring prevltuslv farted mat for some time abstained from their 
wires and all tills to bare some faiornble dream. In tbe morn I ns they hire to 
relite srb it happened during tbe night. 

Flmllr thcr collect all tbe things which they bare dreamed cati bring good 
lurk and fill pouches with them In order to carry them They search (very 
where besides, for those who hare cbartns suitable to the game or n*cwaudlc* or 
familiar demons tbit tbe«e uiar assist the one who holds tbe dish, nnd lie 
nearest to blot wbeu he sbikes It If tliere l« some old tueo why c presence Is 
regarded n» effitncicros in augmenting the strength and virtue nt their ebnrnm 
tbej are not satisfied to take tin t harms to them tut sometimes even to load 
these uieu themselves a pun the shoulders of the young nien to tie carried to the 
place of assembly ami Inasuiueb ns we tuss in the ci untry for mister sorcerers 
they do not fid to a Inn ulsh us to begin < nr prayers and to perform mine «re- 
tuonles Id order to mute them win. Tbev hire no sooner arrived at tbe appointed 
place (Inn tbe two parties tike tbelr place* on opposite aides of the cabin and 
All it from top to tiottiin nl»ve ant t>et>w the nmllcbona which nre sheets of 
lark making n sort of canopy for it W or shelter which corresponds to that 
below which rests nisin the ground upon which thej slcei> at night It l« placed 
uiion iioles I ini and su'tieiided the whole length of the cabin. The two plivers 
are In the tnliVlU with their assistants who hold the charms eich of those in 
tie n«*embh bet* ugnmst whatever other l>erson lie chooecs. and tbe game 

It I* then every one liegina to I riv or mutter I know not what words with 
gestures nnd eager motions if the hinds, eyes and the whole face ill to attract 
to himself gnnd luck and to exhort ll»lr dumms to take courage nnd not let 
themselves 1* tormented. 

«owe nre deputed to utter evecritlous ind to make precisely contrary 
gestures, with the t urpose of driving 111 luck 1 uk to the other Ride anil of 
imparting fear to the demon of the opponents. 

This game was played several tiims this Winter all over the country but I 
do wot know bow It his happeuisl tbit tbe people of the villages where we luve 
residences bme always been unliuky to the last degree, nnd a certain illlige 
lost 3<> porcelain collars, each <f a thousand liead* which are la this country 
tsiunl to w bat j ou would call In France 50000 pearls or pistoles Hut this Is not 
nil fur hopini. always to regain what they have once lout they state to karoo 
jiouches. robes shoes, and leggliw. In a won! all tliey hare So that if 111 luck 
attack them as happened to these they return home naked as the hand, hiving 

They >lo n >t go aw ny however until the patient has thanked them for tbe 
Ueitth lie lias recovered through thett belli always jrofesslng himself cured 
nt tbe end of a!) these flne ceremonies, although frcmently he does not do this 
long afterward in this world 
Mohawk New^ork 

Brut as* in hii radical words of Ike Mohawk language, written ui 
fhe latter part of the seventeenth century, gives umlet atnenha 



112 GAMES OF Tnz NORTH AMERICAN IVDIANN I mi sas S* 

Ononowsa. Grand Ruer rt~er\o Ontario (Field Columbian 

Mu^um ) 

Cat no 551S5 Set of eiglrt tame di<4>s tammti on wt **d* t \wh \tv 
diameter 

Cat no. 55TS6 Set of eight bone tli'k-s -imilar to prew ling three 
fourth* of an inch in diameter 

Cat no 557b7 Set of eight bone di-k- 'innfir to preceding I inch 
in diameter 

Cat no 557S8 Tlooden bon l, PJ inches in diameter 
Cat na 557*10 "Wooden bowl hemispheric 12} inches in diameter, 
painted red, with green rim, and jellow dots it the edge 
Cat no 537*>1 Wooden bowl hemispheric IOJ iiuImn in diameter, 
machine made 

Cat. no. 55789 Set of «it worked peach stones burned on one side, 
five-eighth of an inch in diameter 

Cat no 55*507 55 s 07« Two «ets of peach stones like the preceding 
one fho-eigliths and the other three fourths of an inch in diame 
ter 

These sjieciinens Were collected b\ Ur ** C Simms, who informed 
me that the Onondaga call the bone dice game daundah kne^adaquah 
and the Cayuga the peach stone game daundahqua and gate the 
following account of the games 

Game of da un-dah-<ka-e-*a-da-<iuah (Onondaga* consisting of n set < f eight 
disks ench of a diameter of an Inch, nude from split beef rltw and blackened bjr 
heat ur* n one aide. 1'bev are throw n wllb the ban 1 I ho count depending opoj 
the number of faces which tutu tip of one color It all are black for Instance 
the count is 20 if all turn up but one -I Is counted If two 2. \fter each 
suoces rut throw the thrower Is glrrn the nnmlwr ot benlis called for bp his 
throw from the bank which usual!) begins with V) beans, and the game contln 
ues until one party has won them. This Is purely a home game. During the 
game the buttons nre constantly addressed with such remirks us o-b tc-da 
nieimng the thrower hopes the buttons will turn up one color If there should 
l>e seven buttons that show the bl icfc sides and the remaining oue hia not 
yet settled sufficiently 1 > determine the uppermost side entreaties of liun Je 
meaning all black are directed to this one button be the t kroner If n|i the 
itheT hand, the white shies appear ganj-i meaning all white l» sung out. 
nccom]Mnled by derisive shouts of tek-a ne-la wf meaning two. or eefiort. tnean- 

reach-stone game da un-da b-qun (Cavusa* Thl» game is played trlth a 
wooden bowl an I six peach stones rubbed down and homed slightly on one side 
to blacken them. In the middle of the oue large room or the long bouse where 
the game is played a I linket or a qnllt Is folded ilnut !e and spread upon the floor 
At the south edge of the blanket stand* a vessel containing one hundred beans. 
The bowl is taken be the edge with loth hands and l» siren a sharp rap upon 

the blanket, causing the peach stones to rebound and fill back within the bowL 

There ore four winning counts, rti vtt white counting 5 all black 5 one 
white 1 and one t lick 1 For each successful throw the representative of the 
player Is handed, front the stock of beans, as many as tlie throw calls for A 
player keeps his place «* long ns be makes « Inning throws hut It Is taken by 
another man or woman as soon as he makes on un-Tice's ful one 
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The day before the game Is piiyed six men are sent around to collect from 
the people such things as they care to stake In the peach stone game The goods 
collected — usually wearing nppire! — are placed In two plies the articles being 
fastened together In pairs with regard to the four brothers' end and the two 
brothers* end. Tito men nre selected to call out the male players, and simi- 
larly, two women to coll out the female players 
During the game the players are greeted with loud and enthusiastic shouts 
or with yells of derision, while the opposing player makes comments and grim 
aces, hoping thus to distract the attention of bis or her rival 
I*uhllC gambling Is permitted by the Iroquois only at the midwinter and fall 
festli ala. 

Seiseca. New York. 

llorgan" describes tlie Iroquois game, under the name of gusga- 
csnta. or deer buttons: 

This was strictly a fireside game, although It was sometimes Introduced as an 
amusement at the season of religious councils, the people dividing Into tribes as 
usual and betting upon the result Eight buttons, about nn Inch In diameter 
were made of elk horn, and, baring been rounded and polished, were slightly 



burned upon one side to blacken them (figure 111 ] It ben It was made a public 
game It was played by two at n time, with a change of players ns elsewhere de- 
scribed lu the peach atone game At the fireside It was played by two or more, 
end all the plarers continued In their seats until It was determined. A certain 
number of beans, flrty, perhaps, were made the capital, and the game continued 
until one of the plaj ers had won them all Two persons spread a blanket and 
seated themselves upon It One of them shook the deer buttons In his hands and 
then threw them down. If bLx turned up of the same color, It counted 2, If 
seven. It counted 4 ; and It all. It counted 20. the winner taking as many beans 
from the general stock aa he made points by the throw lie also continued to 
throw as long as he continued to win. When less than six came op, either blade 

or whltg. It counted nothiDg and the throw was passed to the other player Id 

this manner the game was continued until the beans were taken up between the 

two players. After that the one paid to the other out of his own winnings, the 
game ending as soon as the capital in the bands of either player was exhausted 
If four played, each had a partner or played Independently, as they were dls 
posed; but_when more than two played, each one was to pay the winner the 
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When the betting was ended and the at tides htd been dellveved into the eua 
tod} of the m 'in jeers, they seated themselves upon the platform in the midst of 
the throng of spectators. and two persons sit down to the game between the 
two divisions Into which they arranged themselves The beam. In the first 
Instance, wire pi iced together In a b ink Five of them were given each player, 
with which the} commenced. Each player, by the rules of the game, was 
allowed to heel* his sent until he bail lost this outfit after whllh he surrendered 
n to another pi tier ow his own side selected hr the Managers of his own party 
And this was the case, notwithstanding nnv number he uilgbt hate won of his 
adversary Those which be won were delivered to his party mntiigers The 
six peich stones were placed In the bowl nnd shaken by the plijer, if five of 
them eitue up of one color, either w Lite or black. It counted 1, anil his adversary 
l Mid to him the forfeit, which was one bean the bean simply representing a unit 
In count log the game. On the next throw, which the plaver having won, re 
tallied. If le*» than five came up of the suite color It counted nothing, and he 
passed the howl to his ndversar} The second player then shook the bow 1 upon 
which. If they all came up of one color, either while or black, it counted fire 
To July this forfeit required the whole outfit of the first pi lyer, after which, 
baring nothing to p ly w 1th. he vacated his sent and was succeeded by another of 
his own side, who received from the bnnk the same number of beans wblcb Ihe 
first had. The other pla)er followed hla throw as long .as he continued to win, 
alter which he repassed the howl to hla adversary It a pi lyei cb meed to win 
five and hla opjooent had hut one left, this was all lie could gain In this manner 
the game continued with varying fortune until the beans were divided between 
the two aides in proportion to their success After this tUe game continued In 
the same manner ns before, the outfit of each new player l-eing advanced by the 
managers of his own part} . but as the beans or counters were now out of sight, 
none but the min mere tnew the atate of tlie game with aecuraev In playing 
It there were but two winning throw*, one of which counted 1 and the other 6 
Whcu one of the pirtles had lost all their beans the game was done * 

Morgan." refemng to games general!}, says: 

In their nation il games I* to 1* found another fruitful source of amusement 
!u Indian life These games were not only pln)ed at their religious festivals 
at which they often formed a conspicuous part of the entertainmeut, but sreclal 
day* were set frequently apart for their celebiatloa Tliev eutered Into these 
diversions with the highest real and emulation, and took unwearied pains to per 
feet themselves In the art of playing each successfully There were bijt six 
principal games among the Iroquois and these were divisible into athletic games 
and games of chance 

Challenge* were often sent from one village to another, and were eien 
exchanged between n it ions, to a contest of some of these games In such ensea 
the chosen players of each" community or nation were called oat to contend for 
the prize of victory. An Intense degree of excitement was aroused when the 
champions were the most skillful players of rival villages or adjacent nations 
The people enlisted Upon their respective sides w Ith & degree of enthusiasm w lilch 
would have done credit both to the spectators and the contestants at the far 
famed Elian games. For miles, and even hundreds of miles, they flocked 
together at the time appointed to witness the contest. 

Unlike the prizes of the Olympic games, no chaplets awaited the victors. 
They were strifes between nation and nation, village and village, or tribe and 
tribe; In a word, parties against iarties, ami not champion against champion. 

* Leu gue of the Iroquois, p Ml, Rochester, 18SI 
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for was that of victory, and It belonged not to l lie 
t to the party which seat them forth to the contest 
rere e«t played by one coinmunitv ngiinn another upon 
> people arranged themselves u|wu tw o sides according to 
I'y ail organic provision of the Iroquois as elsecc here 
Beaver anil Tovtle tribes were I withers to each other ns 
other four In pljvlug their games they alntivs went 
party or side In the same manner the I>eer £nlpe 
Heron and Hawk tribes were brothers to each othir. as tribes and c’ ns!n- to 
the Tour first uained. The-e ft rtned a second or optmslte I irty Tims In nil 
In linn games with the exceptions first mentioned the people divided them 
selves Into two sections four of the tribes alwavs contenting against the other 
tour Father and son. husband and wife were thus arrayed In opjwsiie rant's 
Betting upon the result «a* romiuou among the Iroquois. ts this practice 
was netcr reprobated bj their religion* teacher*, but on the contrary rather 
encouraged it freipientlv led to thi most reckless Indulgence It often hap- 
pened that the Indian gambled away eviry valuable article which he p,«se-sed. 
his tomahawk hl» medal his ornament*, and even bis blanket The cldtement 
and eagerness with which be watched the shifting tide of the game eras more 
uncontrollable than the delirious agitation of the pale face at the race course or 
eveu flt the gamlug table Their excitable tempeninent ind emulous spirits 
pecullarlv adapted them for the enj ivment of their national games. 

These bets were made In n "Vdematic manner and the article* llien deposited 
w ith the managers of the game V. bet offered by a person uion one side to tbe 
nature of « me valunl le ortlcle was matched bv a similar arti le . r one of 
equal calue bv some oue upon the other Personal ornament:, made the avail 
gamlog currency Other bets were i ffered ao<1 taken lu the same manner 
until hundreds of articles were sometime* collected These wery laid aside 
by tbe manager* until the game wa* derided when each article I»«t l>j the 
event was Uauded occr to the winning Individual, tosether with his own, which 
he had risked against It 

fr>EVECv Gram! Kiter re-erve, Ontario 
Sir David Boyle ■ «avs> 

It la onlv In connection with the midwinter atld fall festivals that the prac- 
tice of public gambling Is permitted On these occasions there Is high revel rr 
All the goods collected as stakes bv the six men already mentioned are piled 
in cue or two heal* the articles being tied or finned In pairs with some regard 
to their respective mine* or u-es. Thus, there may be two silk neckties, two 
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beans, from which stock seven are taken by each of the men who act as callers 
When everything Is ready the arrangement Is as shown in the diagram [figure 
lid], the players invariably sitting east and west 

Before the game is begun all present ore exhorted by the speaker to keep 
their temper, to do everything fairly, and to show no Jealousy, " because,” says 
he, “ the side that loses this time may be favored by Xiyob the next time, and 
It will displease him should there be any bad feeling” 

The first player takes the bowl by the edge with both hand3 and after a few 
preliminary shakes in midair he strikes the bottom sharply on the Boor, when 
the peach stones rebound and fall back within the dish. 

Winning throws are of four kinds* Ail white, oil black, one white, or one 
black. Alt black or white means that the woman representing the winner 
receives from him who represents the loser 5 beaus, but when ontv one white or 
one black bean shows face op, I bean is the gain If, however, any player 
makes three successive casts, winning 5 each time he is allowed 15 addition it 
beau«, and similarly, after 
three successive casts win 
nine 1 each, he Is allowed 
S more beans 

As tongas a player makes 
winning throws he keeps his 
place, which when he leaves 
is Immediately taken by an 
other — inn u or woman In 
this way the game Is con 
tinned until one side wins 
all the beans, and this mav 
require odly an hour or two 
or it may take two or three 
days. 

While the play Is going 
on it Is not to be understood that the onlookers exemplify what la known as 
Imllnn stOlCi«m Anything but this. Excitement runs unusually high. Those 
on the side of the plJyer for the time being encourage him with enthusias 
tically uproarious shouts of “ jigon ! Jagon ' Jagon • ” “ play i play ’ " or “ go on 1 
go on! go on ! ” while the opponents yell wttli a sort of treuiulons derisiveness 
” hee-nlh! hee-nih' ” Nor l« this ail, for those on the opposing side make faces 
and grimaces at each other and give utterance to all sorts of ridlcaious and 
ntiourd things, hoping thus to distract the attention of their rivals, to discourage 
them, or in some other way to iadnee loss . 

When all the beans bare been won, tbe ceremonial game Is at an end and the 
stakes are divided, each better getting his own article along with the one 
attached to It 

Similar games may be played afterward “just for fno,” as often as the 
people please. 

The peach stone game Is one of tbe most popular gambling exercises on the 
Reserve and 13 often played among frleods In each others houses The pagans 
religiously abstain from card playing In accordance, it may be remembered, 
with the Injunctions of Iloh-sbab boob and Sose-a wa. the immediate successors 
of Ska ne-o-dj'-o. both of whom taught that, as this was a white man’s device, it 


• Mr Boyle wrliea Tae description of the peart stone game applies to tbe method of 
playing by all tbe pagan nations — Seneca. Carngn, and Onondaga, although tbe Seneca 
are referred to In toy report. As the Oneida and Toscarora are professedly Christian, 




?io lai Pwch-uMtie bowl nsr diameter of bowLSt lorlire. fteoera Indues. Sew Tort rmt 
no *10*3, Freo Unworn ot Science nod Art CalTenltg of pmnsrlenBU. 

Flo la Bon» dire diameter | tech fx-a-on Indiana. Now \ork- col Ho Mirj, r<w Afiuenm 
of Science onil Art. Cnlre ratty of Pnuuylennla 

the enme tribe and place are represented in Entire 12L As will Le 
seen, thev are eight in number and marked on one <-ide, w a way 
similar to those of the Micmac and Penobscot 
Tuscafob i North Carolina 

Referring to the North Carolina Indians, John Lawson* wnte3 
They bare several oilier rime*, as with the kernels or stones of persimmon* 
■which ore In effect the same as our dice been one winning or losing depends ou 
which side appears ni'permost and bow they happen to fall together 
Again, speaking of their gambling, he says » 

Their arithmetic was kept with a heap of Indian grain. 

He does not specify this game as played by any particular tnbe 
m North Carolina, and it was probably common to all of them. 
WiiiMT Kansas. 

Mr "tt illiam E Connelley writes me as follows 

There la little I can say about gitoe* The Wyandot are now three-fourth* 
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tlie divisions of the tribe at the celebration of the green-corn feast This game 
teas played v. lth marked plum seeds and exactly ns the Seneca played It 
and play it yet The ancient divisions of the tribe are as follows o 
First division - 1. Pear, Deer, 3, Snake : 4, Bank Second division 
1, Big Turtle; 2, Little Turtle. 3. Mod Turtle. 4. Beaver, 5. Porcupine , 6 
Striped Turtle; 7, Highland Turtle, or Prairie Turtle Mediator, umpire, 
executive power, the Wolf dan. These are the phratrles of the tribe For 
the purpose of gambling or playing the final game of the green-coni feast f'es- 
ttTltlee, the tribe separated Into Its phratrles. The Wolf don was not permitted 
to take sides. It was always the office of this dan to act as the executive 
power of the tribe and settle all disputes; but a certain portion of the 
winnings of the successful party was given to the Wolf dan. The game was 
played exactly as played by the Seneca. The ending of the game terminated 
the festivities, as It does to-day In the Seneca. The dances were partly 
games and partly ceremonies often engaged In for amusement alone But 1 
could never get enough Information to warrant me In saying where amusement 
left off and ceremony began The gambling at the close of the green-corn 
feast Is the only game I could get any definite Information about 


KERES O' STOCK 

Keres Acoma, Xew Mexico (Brooklyn Institute Museum.) 

Cat. no. 497C. Four split canes, 5 inches in length, marked on convex 
side with cut designs painted black as shown in figure 122 
The reverses are painted with black marks, preeiseh like those of 
the Zufii sholiwe. The cut designs represent a water bug, gamasku, a 



word which also means spider. The Zuni call this gannastepi, and 
use lit itt precisely the same way as a mack oa their shalwe (see fig- 
ure 280). 

Cat. no. 40" 5. Four split canes, f>) inches in length, marked as shown 
m figure 123 

* Wytadot Folk lere j> PS. Trtprta. K»as., 1S09 
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Both of the above were made for the writer in I'W bt James H 
idler, an Acoma Indian living at Zuni, who furnished the following 
particulars 

The game fa railed blsh I and the four canes receive the following names 
Stick marked at one end blslt-l the same as the gam° after a great gaml ler 
ot the olden time stick marked In the mid 
die tsol yo. woman stick marked at both ends, 
gosb, the mnie of a man silt* marked entire 
length, tel 1 woman. 

The first and Last two are paired as If part 
tiers. In playing a basket, o-ta nl covered with 
buckskin Is hung concave si le down and the 
canes tossed against IL sO that they fall on a 
blanket spread Jieneath It on the ground In 
throwing the canes three of them are slid concave side op one In* de of the 
other with the top one projecting and one or the other of the first too crossed 
beneath them ns In 2-nM 

The counts, which resemble those m Zuni although according to 
Sillier * statement not precisely the same, 
art extremely complicated Vmong them 
is the following 

Three convex s le* up and the stick marked 
in the ml Idle or at one end CO near side up 
an 1 crossed beneath others counts t 

The g-tme is counted with twelve grain.* 
of white com. They blow tbelr breath on the 
canes before tossing then The game wss In 
vented by Can- pot. He we* He greatest of 
g-imtlers. and lost everything He placed 
against the sun and was beaten and lost 
bis eyes and became blind. Pish I Is played In p '° «■ CVcoftfwnlekdl™ Sere* 
winter In the estufas, snd there Is a society tertian*. Atom*. Uexiw 
tl e n hi society devoted to it. Women don t play and are not even allowed to 
tench the sticks. Acoma Indians regard It as one of tbelr original gntnes anil 
» In* borrowed from 7ufl 




Vio 1st Stwkdic* teas'll, it Inch**. 

Kerr* Indiana, Acoma. New Sics 
ico cat. DO. ♦v* Brooklyn In.vt 
tats STBfwum 


Kerbs Vcoma New Mexico. (Cat no T < >7.3 Brook) vn Institute 

Museum ) 

^et of three *tiek dice (figure PU ->l inches in length black on one 
®ule anil plain white on the other 

They were made for the writer 1 v James H Miller He gave the 
name as owa'akut TJ e count* are as follows 
Three black counts 10 three white 5 two white 2 one white 3. The 
r»n» 1* counted around a circle ot thirty stones yow wn nl [fitnirc 12TJ with 
IttOe sticks called horse*. There are three opeolnes In the stone circle which 
are called tsl a ma door 
Ycvima Niw Mexico 


The \coma Imhan Tames II Miller described also the following 
game to the writer tin ler the name of inaam to throw up 
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A piece of hoop. white on one side and blade on the other. la tossed with tlie 
Angers. Black counts 10 ami white 5. Black gives another throw The count 
Is 30. and Is kept by making marks on the ground. Formerly a deer bone was 
n*c<l. hut now a sheep bone Is substitutes! 


Keres. Cochit i, New Metica (Cat. no. 4077, Brooklyn Institute 
Museum.) 

Three “tick*, 4 inches in length, flat on one side and convex on the 
oilier, one of the flat sticks marked on the round side with four- 
teen or fifteen notches with two crossed notches, as shown in 
figure 120- 

The} were collected by the writer m 1004, and were made by a 

Coohiti boy nt St Michael. Arizona, named Fran- ^ 

Ci'-co Chaves (Koglt). lie gate this account: ) 


The sticks are thrown, ends down, on a flat stone. The 
counts ore as follows Three round sides up counts 10. 
three flat sides up. 5, the marked stick round side up 
and the other two flat side up. 13 : one round side up and 
two fist 3, one flat side up and two round. 2. The game 
Is counted around a circle of forty stouea with markers 
called hor«es 




Stink dice 1 
length 4 inches; 
Keres Indian*, Co- 


J.nguna, Xew Mexico. (Cat. no. C1819, F leld 

Columbian Museum.) 

Three flat wooden blocks 4$ by 1| inches, with one ^ “inantotT^ 
side pl.un and one side painted rod. One of ' wani 
the block has fifteen notches, ten of which are on one edge and 
five on the other, ns shown in figure 127. Collected by Dr C. E. 
Lnkens. 


The following detailed account of the game, under the name of 
owasokotz, which was furnished by the collector, appears on the 
museum label: 


The game Is played with three billets 
of wood, painted black on one side, white 
on the other one of the white sides bar- 
ing fifteen notches on it, tbe other pi do. 
E icb player his a small stick to use 
as a marker, formerly known as o-pola 
nla ma. but of late culled a horse " lie- 
cause It goes so fast : ” a flat stone, the 
Sl2e of flip band, u°ed as a center stone, 
upon which tbe billets are dropped . and 
forty small stories, the sl2e of n hen's egg 
These forty stones are placed on the ground In the form of n circle, nlth four 
openings, or doors, called si am dm, always facing the four cardinal points The 
pi tv always begins nt tbe east door but after that they play w hichever n ay they 
choose Each player may go a different a ay if he chooses . as many as wish can 
plav, or they may play partners kt the beginning of the ptav the horses are 
placed at the east door. A plsjer takes up the billets and, placing the ends even 
with one hand, strikes them ends down oa the center stone like dice , the count 
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i« determined by tin* manner ct fin* tall nn<l W then uvi'r* lil* tewse* ■oj* 
tnanv stones at Re make* 1 1 he get* aixunj to the «t mins point tw, I e wins 
There are two «o*s • f I laying — «k I* called j i«. the other enter In I ft*" 
If one make* a <a*>re whlih lamia hint exactly In the starting or cast <I« r he 
most go nroun t again until be Ian Is In tin prof" r | In ’ In enter If \ should 
laid hi* h >r*e on tie tnj 
of hi* opi«mrnt * b r-e b 
Mil* I fm ni I Ik* goe* hail, 
to the bcgliinliu, I nt If \ 
reoelwH the starting i»'tut 
Orel Ic fill* in am win*, 
rwi II tin. number of stone* 
nmle eh ni I carry hi n lev 
yooil Tlio muni i therivl* 
I* Jn»t the same Tn loth. 
The hi* ks mar fill within 
or w ltl» ot the ring If one 
hlo* L sli >iiM fait < n «*lgc 
xi >t leiulng lieu the player 
I*)* It on the center *t ne 
anl strikes It with another 
, _ , „ . . 1 Ul« Hit tt ttw n trbwl 

Cio If C jnuttoritkXdiee K»rw Indians. Logan*. S*w . ... . 

Start**. from •ketch by Dr C E. Lakes* X * «"**•. lt 

■with w lien the Hotel ed 1 lock stind* on edge It t 
ou the center stone 

The count W ns lollow* Tao til-id *We* up, 
with one white notched 13 stone* three white 
elites op in <»ben a ilayer makes In or 1’ he 
may strike again, anl i* miny time* a* he 
make* these large numbers) two blink* up ami 
one v Lite n t non bed 3 two white and one 
bla<knp3 three blacks up. o. 

Km* lAgtuw New Mexico (Cat tto 
38 >00 F ire Mu*emu of Science 
and Vrt TTmtersiti of Pennsvl 
tann ) 

Three flat Mocks (figure 12*1), 3i inches 
in length punted Idack on one «tde 
the othei plain 

One hi* 15 notches on the edge of the 
white -ide Made for the writer (»\ a 
Laguna routli at the Pan Vnipncan Ex 
lx>»itioii Buffalo 1W5 Tie do-cnl.es them as used m the game of 
paled or in their own language wa-okutz 
Laguna New Mexico 

Capt George II Pradt a resident of the pueblo of Laguna for 
mtm retr* writes is follows 

The gnu® played n ith a circle of small stones Is called. l>y the Kerea Indians 





Tin- Martini: |«>Int !■' 
t'ri r It ii-’l mix 
any unmlwr th it *■ 
clnli. \ player cm 
either illrrvtlnn 


e of the door*, which 
ie R-inx* Is Jill jiil hj 
«« uit-te around the 
i around llie little- In 
■other player 


□ 


t* point In* Mile the | >rer Inus plnjir. 
anil that one Is obliged to pi tuich. to the start 
Inc (nlnf . the first one making the clnnlt am 
oeasfulty irlu« Itie pinn- which Is gen cm My 
|ilajr«t for n small stake Tlx- came la modi 
fl.xl eninctlme* he Milne that If a |>l lyer falls 
Into one of the ilonr* he nm«t c» hack, hot In Fio 

this com- tile pi ijer is not obliged to co bod. If *• 
another hap|a-ns to mark a* ninny i«Int« as he r 
Sometimes a rouu-l atone la (minted to resemble n face nml hn» a wreath of 
erergnans placed arnmnl It anil la used a« a maaeot ; It Is |>hce<l to one aide 
of the circle and Is apt-ented to by ttie pUycra to glee them good uiindu-rt *, 
this mascot Is generally railed kflm mflshk ko-yo a traditional fulrj. or witch. 
Tlie name means the old spider woman 


OOOOOOOOOO 
Carroll for ■UrkslJm game 
Io tUos tea. Sew Mail, oj 


Keiths. Sia, Non Mexico 

Mrs Cow Stevenson* gives a description of die g.tme ns 

pint ml liy the Sia under the name of wnsh'kaet. of which the follow- 
ing is nn ale-tracL ■ 
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tor the priest* house In the noth, 'uwnl a gime pUjod'wltU four little 
mounds of sand In one of which a small man I stone was hi Idem TI I* was 
played for the priest » bou*e in the eo't The runes were then repeated In ttv' 
some order commencing with waslCkart for the house in the tenlth. the game 
with the six Mock* for the house In thi na Hr and finally tie third lu order 
that with Ibe four sticks with hollow ends for all the people of the trlhe 

Mr Charles F Lumrata informed the writer that he had witnessed 
the game with the -tares or blocks m the following put bias belong 
lngtothis^totk Acoma Cocliitl Laguna, Ft Kilo (Laguna colonv), 
and San Felipe 

KJOWAN STOCK 

Kiowa OUthoma (Cat no l(k>3.) 10131“ Tree Mn-utm of ^ci 
eiuennd Vrt t niver-iir of Futn rlrnmt ) 

Set of four «tick of willow wood called nhl (wood) to inches m 
length five-eighths of an inch in width and three eighths of an 
null in thickiw-s (figure 131), n« irl> hemispheric. in section with 
one tide flit 

Three of the 'ticks iiave a retl groore running down the middle 
on the flat side and one has a blue 'tripe The li t ha a burnt 
de ign on the reverse as shown in the figure while the backs of tbe 
others are plain lhe flit sides are also burnt with hither like 
markings at the en K 

k cotton (.loth 41 hi 4S4 inehe-, marke] as 'hown in hgure 133 
callel the ahl cloth a flit bowlder called the all tone two 
awls sharpened wires with wooden handle* CJ inches in length, 
eight tick* ^3 inches in length to he u-ed as counter* (figure 
13’) 

The-e object were collected bv Col H L '-cott t ** Vnnv who 
fnrni bed tlie following description of the game under the title of 
7-ohn ahl (tohn creek ahl wood) commonly known n the ahl game 
The ahl cloth Is divided Into poluta 1 1 m tilcti the (wiuc Is counted. The 
curved lines are rolled tn -es, because they 
are tike the knees of the plivers. The space 
betneen the (irallel I ne» 1 and 1 atnl 30 

and °0 Is called the creek, and tbe corre- 

sponding «i« between the pant lei lines 
at right angles are railed, the dec branches.. 

The sticks are held by the players In one 

hiod and struck down \arcL so that their 
ends come on the ahl stone with consider 
able force. If nil the sticks fill with the 
'Me* without grooves uppermost the ploy 
is eilleil wllte nnl coints KX If all the grooved sides come uppermost It Is 
called red. and counts 5 Both of these throws entitle tbe player to another 
thro If ot e grooved s de Is uppermost, it counts 1 two grooved s dea, 2, 
nud three grooved sides a The game is plaved bv any even number of girls 
or women (never by men or boys) half on one side the line N S and half on 
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the other The 8it nhl stone is placed In the middle of the cloth, and the 
players kneel on the edge The two awls are stuck in the creek at I 1 The 
player at A makes the first throw, and the throwing goes around the circle 



Indians, Oklahoma, cat no VI&X. Free Jtnwnm of Science and Art, University of Prnnsyl 

in the direction of the hands of n watch, each side counting the results of e ich 
throw on the ah! cloth by sticking Its nwl Just beyond the mark called for by 
the results of the throw The moTes are made In the opposite directions, as 
Indicated by the arrows 



Flo 113, Cloth for ahl game, Kiowa Indiana, Oklahoma cat. no. 10335, Free Unseam of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

If In counting any an I gets into the creek at N. that side must forfeit a 
counter to the other side and be set back to the creek at S That aide is 
then said to hare fallen Into the creek, the object lelng to Jump orer ft In 
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(heir jia«-«.ige around the cinte (be two swl< pet Into the same division; the 
la“<t nnoer Ss nM to -whip or VHl the former who forfeits » counter and Is 
- t lack to the beginning The ccuntlng continues until one pet's back to the 
creek at R. The one Er-t nt S receive* s counter and If there Is more than 
enuirb to take It to the creek the surplus is added to the neit round that 
Is the creek is Jumped, nnd the awl I nt beroitd U ns many l*>lnt« as may be 
orer When one side wins all tbe counters. It conQners. If tbe game should 
lie t token up before tbl* event the sale which has tbe greater number of 
is uuti rs is victor 

Colonel Scott further -tate- 

The Kiowa hare a custom of wetting tbe fingers and slaifing them several 
times on tbq stoue before a throw nnd calling out “red red or white 
white according to tbe number tliey desire to count or If tut “one should 
be rcinlred to throw tbe opioxlte party Into the “ creek " some one i uts her 
Huger into her mouth and drawing It carefully across the top of the stone 
citls out “pnrko parko” (“one one I Often Wore tbe throw tbe thrower 
will rnl» tbe four sticks Id a vertical position backward and forward een-ral 
times betow n the palms of tbe hands, to Insure food Inch 
Tbe Corns nebe have a similar game which they plav with eight abl stick* 
and the (beveune and trapahn are said to have a game which they j lay with 
abl stick* which are 2 feet or more long. 

Knvn v OUahoma (Cat do 152'K) c y7 < United State- National 
Mu**un> 1 

Set of four -tick- of willow wood 7 inche* in length three -ei-rbUis of 
an inch in wnltli and tbree--i\teenths of an uich m thickness, 
ne-irli henn phencol in -ection with one c ide flat and hiving a 
deep groove 

The ‘■tick is doubtlcs- a -ub-titnte for the cane, like that u-ed by 
the Zuiu, a- «ogge«tefl hr Mr Cu-hing Three of the groove- ate 
punted red the-c ‘ticks haring two oblique marks burnt aero-- the 
grtx ted f iee near each end. The fourth ‘tick has the groove punted 
black with three line- burnt ncro» the middle in addition to tho*e 
at the ends, ft-- rounded revpr-e i- marked with i *tnr in the center, 
composed of four crocked line- burnt in the wood The rounded 
*ule« of the others are plain. 

Tlic collector Mr James Mooney,* pceficc- hi* account of the 
/ garni with tin following song employed m tlie gho-t dance 

* nise' hi htcV hi 

ns tine Uku tha no. 

Ill tine bdfcu tba tut 
IlSt I’ ta u reta no 
« 1 13 rt tan *eta ni 

Jljr comrade toy comrade, 

I-ct u» | lay the awl game 
lx*« u« play the awl game 
t-et u* I lay the dice game 
Let a* | lay tbe dice game 

•Ti» Cb«M Inis itflislaa. Foartrwith iooasl Itrpnct c t the Bat»»q oTEvkotiiarT" 
jt S. g. 1WC. IW&. 
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The woman who ompiiwt ttna sang tells liow. on making up In the spirit 
world, she met there a party of ber former girl companions and sat don u nlth 
them to plaj the too games universally popular nlth the praine tribes 

The first Is called n6*baku'thana by the Arapnho and tsoua. or awl game 
(from t«ra, an awl) by the Kiowa, on account of an awl, the Indian woman’s 
substitute for a needle, being used to keep lecord of the score The game Is 
becoming obsolete In the north but It Is the eierjdaj summer amuiement of 
the women among the Kiown, Comanche and tpaehe lu the southern plains. 
It is very ensuring on aceonut of the unforeseen rivers and whips that are 
constantly turning up to disappoint the expectant winner, and a party of 
women will frequently eit around the bljuhet fur half a da) at a time with a 
constant ripple of laughter and good humoied jokes as they follow the chances 
of the jilt). It would mike a verj pretty picnic game, or could he readily 
adapted to the parlor of civilization 

The players sit on the ground around a blanket marked In charcoal with 
lines and dots and quadrants In the corners, ns shown in figure [133] In the 
center Is a "tone upon which the sticks are thrown. Each dot. excepting those 
between the parallels, counts a point, making 34 points for dots Each of the 
parallel lines and each end of the curved lines at the cornets also counts a 
point, making 16 points for the lines, or 10 points In all The players start 
at the bottom, opjiostng players moving in opposite directions, au<l with each 
throw of the sticks the thrower moves ber awl forward nod sticks it Into the 
blanket at the dot or line to which her throw curries her The parallels on 
each of the four sides are called rlveis, and the dots within these parallels do 
not count In the game The rlvere nt the top and bottom ore dangeious and 
can not be crossed, and wheu the plajer is so unlucky as to score a thiow which 
brings her upon the edge of the rlier (! e upon the first line of either of these 
pairs of parallels) she falls Into the rlrer and must lose all she has hitherto 
gilngd. and begin again nt the start In the same wav, w hen a player moving 
around In one direction makes n throw which brings b'er awl to the place 
occupied by the nwl of her opponent coining around from the other Bide the 
said opponent Is whipped back to the starting point and mu»t begin all over 
again Thu" there l« a constant succession of unforeseen accidents, Which 
furnish endless amusement to the players 

The gmie Is plajed with four sticks, each from 6 to 10 inches long tint on 
one «lde and round on the other One of these Is the trump stick and Is 
marked In a distinctive mnuuer In the center on both sides, and Is also dlstln 
guiohed bv haring a green hue along the Hot side, w bile the others have each 
a red line The Kiowa call the trump stick sahe, green, on necount of the 
green stilrc, while the others are called gundsl. red There are also a number 
of small green sticks about the size of lead pencils, for keeping tally Each 
player In turn takes up the four sticks together In her hand and throws them 
down ou end upon the stone In the renter The number of points depends upon 
the number of flat or round sides which turn up A lucky throw u Itb a green 
or trump stick generally gives tlie thrower another trial In addition The 
formula is • One flat side up counts 1 , one flat side up (if sahe). 1 and another 
throw; two flat sides up (nlth or without sabe). 2. three flat sides op, 3, 
three flat sides up (Including sabe), 3 and another throw, all four fiat sides 
up, 6 and another throw ; nil four round sides up, 10 aod another throw 
Cat. no. 1520086. Set of four sticks (figure 134), of a variety of 
alder, 5J incites in length, seven-sixteenths of an inch in width, 
and one-fourth of an inch in thickness; three with grooie painted 
red on flat side and one with groove painted black. 
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incite* apart across i]ie "rooted face near each end The fourth stick 
lias in addition obliqne marks burned acio*=- the centei of the same 
side, with two pyramidal dotted designs in the center of the opposite 
side, which on the other* is plain 

Cat. no. I33n09» Set of four stick* (figure 137). 51 inches in length. 
m*vcii sixteenths of an inch in breadth, and three sixteenths of an 
inch in thickness; section ellipsoidal 



Flo 1* Buck die* ilh« low*rt Hick »bows obver^o »t <**> ««t ithc« l\i ki.glU.fl ir.rh**. 
K tova Indiana, Oklahoma, cat no 11?*»V. United DHtn Xntlomil Jlu*»ntq 


One side, slightly flatter than the other. is giooxed and marked with 
fine cross lines, forming a lozenge pattern Three aic painted red 
and one dark green One of the red sticks is burned in the center 


with two parallel marks obliquely 
across both the groo'ed and the 
oppodte side. The green stick lias 
an undetermined figure burned in 
the center of the rounded side, 
which on the other two is plain. 
Cat. no. 1330007/ Set of four 
Sticks, 3J inches in length, 
five-sixteenths of an inch in 
breadth, and one-eighth of an 
inch in thickness; the flat 
sides grooved and painted, 
three red and one black 
Cat. no. 152000/'. Set of four 



Fio 131 Slick dir* I the lowest two ■ licks 

length, it Inches Kiowa Indiana. Okla- 
homa cat no LcaCho. United States Ka- 


«tichs, 5J inches in length, fiie-sixteeiUlis nf an inch in breadth, 
and one-eighth of an inch In thicknev- 
One of the red sticks has an oblique inched line cut across the mid- 
dle and two parallel lines on the opposite (rounded) side The black 
stick has a small triangle cut lengthwise in the center of the rounded 
side, across which is a transierse incised line. 

The flat sides me grooved and have triangular expansions of the 
grout p at each end. Three are painted red and one black; one of the 
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red sticks is marked like the one ui the preceding and the black 'tick 
in the «atne manner 

The«e Kiowa 'ticks were all collected bv ilr James Clooney In 
each set there is an odd stick 


Fio la) iTory tad vood n dliw THn*it 
Indians. AI»«k» f«L no. E tot, ]r 
E 1<U>, 1» (50. E WS Ammnn Mo 
Of VatOTHl HLtorr 

(figure 13SJ) like precedm 


KOLCSC1IAN STOCK 

7 r.iM.iT \laska ( \meric in Museum of Natural Historr ) 

Cat no VjV Small lvorv die (figure 13$d), shaped like a chair, 
height 1 inch twelve-sixteenths 
of an inch wide at back and 
ten sixteenths of an inch at 
side with a vertical hole from 
top to bottom filled with lead 
It is called ketclm and came from 
Abakan 

Cat no iVr Small wooden die 
the sides engnned with crossed 
lines The back of the die Ins four lead plugs an 1 a hole for a 
similar {lug The front has ail incised rectangular design with 
three lend plugs. 

Cat no E 8^4 i?mall iron die (figure IS 1 ?/), like the preceding 
height 1 inch twehi 
sixteenths of an inch 
wide at hack, and 
eight sixteenth- of an 
inch at side, front 
face having mall 
plug of lend 
Cat no T 1 So 7 ^mall 
wooden dn. (figure 
IS^e), like the pre 
ceiling Itj inches 
high, tw elve six 
teentlis of an inch 
wide at hack nnd 
sides the lack and 
three 'ides marked 
with incised line- 
Cat no F l«o7 ^mall 
wooden die (figure 
lS^e), like the pre 
ceiling fifteen sixteenths of an inch high an 1 nine sixteenths of 
an inch wide at side perfectly j Inn 
All the~e specimens were collected in ^itka bv Lieut George T Lm 
mons U S >avj Thev are designated a« women’s gambling dice. 
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Dr Boas informs me Hint one die js used. The counts are : 

El (her side in'. 0 . tack or front u]< I bottom up. i 

The dice are thrown upon a thick tablet of leather about 8 inches 
Mjuare. cut with n tntemic device. One (cat. no E COO, figure 130) 
has the device of a l war's head. Another (cat. no E 1057) a beaver, 
and still another (cat. no E 24(H) an unidentified animal. 

Similar dice are used by the llaida and possibly by the Kwakuitl. 

sm.diri> stock 

Pomu. Tculaki, Mendocino county, California. (Cat. no. 54473, 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Six wooden staves (figure 140), 17 inches in length, flat on one side, 
the other ion rev, with rounded ends, the comes faces decorated 
with burned designs, in two slightly different patterns; accom- 
panied with twelve counting sticks, rudely whittled, 11 inches 
in length. 

The collector. Dr George A. Dorsey, who obtained these objects in 
1892, describes the game as follows: 



Flo no 6th fc dice, length. IT Inches, Pomo Indians, TcnlaM, California cat no 50 T, Field 

-Name, kmlai Tn-plie l« the gntue. All white, hnlc-kiile-ka counts 2 nil 
btach. Vatse-mal On bntcbln counts 3: three white, three black, hubu Knle-ka, 
counts 1 It I» played by women 

« Ukiali, Cnbfomia. (Field Columbian Museum ) 

Cat. no filOSo. Six stares (figure 141) of elder wood, 10 inches in 
length, similar to the preceding, decorated alike on the rounded 
face w ith a burned figure, designated as kawinatcedi, turtle back 
pattern. 
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Collected b\ Dr George \ I)or*.\, who give* the counts a* follows 
Three plain Op count* 3 three plain down 1 »lx plain up, 0 six marked 
up, 2. 



Fio 111. Stick flic* length in tocher Poms Indian* t'kl*h mUfonna eat no. 8 K,_ Field 
Columbian M twain. 


Cnt no. G10S6 Sit staves (ficure 112), similar to preceding 11 
inches tn length four nursed aid e an 1 two «lightiv diff rent 
with turtle rib pattern kawinumsat 
Cat no HOST Sue stave-, (figure 143) similar to the precclmg 
nude of elder, l 1 indies in length marked alike with Jiododudu 
ciba, the milk snnke pattern 



Cat no 61146 Six staves (figure 144) similar to the precclmg, 
10J indies in length four marked alike and two differently the 
counts varying much 

Cat no 61166 Sit stave* (figure 145) <imihr to the preceding 
14 J mches in length all marked diffcrentlv with burnt design 



■ India**. Ukiah, California, cat 


Fig 

: length. 14 Inch**, Porno 
, length. 10} Inches Porno Indians. CTdnh, California, cat no 611W, Field 
. length. It} Inches; Porno IntLana. U r i ah , California cat no CllGo Field 
, length, 11 Inches; Pomo Indian's Uhlah, California, eat no dill. Field 

Six states (figure 117), 8 inches in length, of Salix 
marked alike, designated as kadai knwiatan (toy for 
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Cat no C1103 <*it dares (figure US) l n \ me) es in length nil 
marked alii & 

Cat no Cim darw (figura 140), 12J wche- m length all 
marked alike. 



r o Hi 6 U_k d -e length 1,1 laches JVhuj 1eJia;:a Cldmh. Cal fsmi* cut- iwx< lie F* [J 

P O 1 9 stick d ce leagtli 1 t iacbn; prjmo lodtabs, CUbmh C-aii/ormn CAt- no A Ii4 Field 
Oolnmbun Mnscam 

Cat. no G10''i Twelve comting did s (figure IV)) kadai laitai 
(counters) a h 'hoots, painted black 9 J inches in length 
Cat no G1090 Twehe counting sticks (figure 1*»1 ) 10 niche in 
length with burnt n arkwgs on tl e cd<1 ant) m mi Idle of the 
tsupiam lance pattern 
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crtiM DICE HAViS: KLAMATH 187 

All marked sides up or down count - , both onto sticks up with women down, 
or vice versa, count J These are the only counts 

The set do. 01722 differs from the preceding only in the number of 
parallel lines on the two shnawedsh staves. At the ends of the two 
staves there are seven parallel lines, while in the center of one are 
five and of the other six parallel lines. These specimens were col- 
lected in lfKX) by Ur George A. Dorsey, who furnished the above 
description of the game under the nntnc of skuskash. 

Klamath. Oregon. (Cat. no. 241 >G. United States National Museum ) 
Four woodchuck-tceth dice (figure 157), two, both lefts, stopped at 
the end with red cloth and marked on the 
flat side with chevron pattern, and two, some 
what smaller, one right and the other left, 
apparently from the «-ame animal, marked 
, on the same side with five small holes. Col- 
lected by L. $. Dyar. Indian agent. » 

The game is described by Dr Albert S. Gat 
scliet." under the name of «lni'ha«h • 

The four teeth ot tlie beaver arc marked for this came 
bv the Incision of pirillel lines or cro^oes on one side, 
nud a small piece, of woolen or other cloth is Inserted 
Into the hollow to prerent breaks In falling The two 
longer or upper teeth of the bearer are called the male. 

Ilkf. the pair of lower nud shorter the female teeth, 
gfila. Lain, distributive form kokalu The marked side 
of the teeth wins If It is turned up after dropping The 
teeth of the woodchuck <mrt I, or mCl) sene for the same purpose In 

this game of beavers’ teeth (pn'mnn tfit) or woodchuck's teeth (mUyaui tut) 
they use twelve cheek sticks to eonnt their gains with The game Is plaj ed by 
two person* or by two partners on each side 

A further account of the game is found in a text translated b\ 
Doctor Gatschet : * 

The Klamath lake females play a game with beavers' teeth, letting them drop 
on a rubbing stone. V\ ben all the teeth fall with the right, or marked, side 
uppermost, they win - checks If both female teeth fall right side up. they 
win J check. If iwtli male teeth fall right side np, they win 1 check. Fall 
Ing unequally. thev win nothing Tbej unit when one side has won all the 
stakes. Women only play this game 

The boater-teeth game may be regarded as a modification of the 
bone game plat ed by the JBlachfeet. The four beaver teeth marked 
with circles or dots and lines, arranged in chevrons clearly replace the 
four similarly marked stave- Again, the tooth tied with sinew cor- 
responds with the *inew -wrapped stave. The twelve counters agree 
with those of the Blackfeet. 


FlO loT Woodchuck- 
teeth dice, length, II to 
11 Inches. Klamath In- 
dians. Oregon, cat no 
tuat, failed States Ka 
tional Museum. 
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name being applied to the dice Three up and 3 down count 1 . nil up or all 
down. 5. The count Is kept with 10 sticks, wltcbet The basket plaque Is 
called tal wan. The designs on this plaque represent the u omeu players, the 
walnut shell dice, and the counters 
The game Is played also by all other Mnrlposan tribes in this manner 
'WiKTCUAMsr.. Ketrnli mer, California. (Collection of Dr C. 
Hart Merriam.) 

Flat ba«kct plaque for dice game (figure 150) 22J inches in diameter, 
with n coil foundation of j cl Ion grass, Epicampcs rtgens; the 
body material is of the root of the Clad him mariicus. It is dec- 



Fio 153 Dice plaqno, diameter, 221 inches, Wllitob»mo8 Indian* Kewenh nrer, California, 

orated with. colored designs in red and black; the red twigs with 
bark on. of redbud (Cercit occidentals) * the black, the root of 
the basket fern (Pteridium) Doctor Mernaiu describes the 
game as plajed with eight dice of half walnut shells filled with 
pitch, inlaid with abalone shell. The flat faces tip count when 
2, 5, or 8 are up together. Two and fit e up count 1 each; eight 
up. 4. The basket is called ti-wan The man-lilce figures repie- 
sent water dogs, the 5 spots, wild-cat tracks, and the double 
triangle®, deer tracks. 

The employment of these basket plaques in dice games may in part 
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These were collected by Dr J. IV. Hudson, who deserdre- them us 
used in the flip-stave game by women. 

The game Is called t«lkeiil, to hurdle Twenty five sticks are stack in i row 
In the grouud arid reecho the same name as the game The throw-, an- 11 unted 
around the^e sticks with fonr stick counters or horses colled witebet 111 con 


care sides up count td; one concave side up. 1 ; two concave 
les your throw you go hack as much 
on Doctor Ilmlson's description to 
counting sticks. utieu -I up anil 4 down count 1: all up or 
sticks are tn-fba In another dialer t ttiey are kn li-sj 


* sides up .md so 

be played also for 
r all down 4 The 


Tokits. Mouth of Mill creelc, Frc-no county. California (Cat 
no 70071, 70072, Field Columbian Muwnm.) * 

Eight walnut-hell dice (figure 161): basket plaque. -1> inches m 
diameter. Collected by Dr J. W. Hudson 
The shells ore filled with gum, with pieces of abalonc shell ln-erted 
as usual, and the ba«hct is old, with colored design 



MATAS STOCK 

Kekcjii. Northern Guatemala. 

Mr Thomas J. Collins, of Haddonfield, N. J., who spent some time 
in Guatemala, has communicated to the writer the following account 
of the corn game of this tribe. He says that it is still in common use 
among those in the outlying districts. In or near the Spanish- 
speaking towns, although known, it is rarely, if ever, played 

tt Is kuowu ns V*m\ Ik (from bowl, dice. nrnl Ik, »tnte of, or meaning of > » or 
as batMiDk, IO play: lain nj guech tie bnt*unk. I wnnt to play 


1 In reply 
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No player loses his throw, for if be has lost bis counter, he enters anothei 
but no second cun be used until the first is lost. Falling into a space occupied 
by n partner does not ihange the play of either, but an adversiri would take 
both should he throw Into that space, riayers never throw more than twice 
tinder any circumstances, but if the fir«t throw takes on opponent s counter the 
second throw counts toward carrying hint home. 

The game lasts from one to three honrs and is ended when one side has no 
more counters to enter Onex rbixgunil xa gviah, you have eaten nil) 

From time to time, toward the close of the game, counters already taken are 

separated, cbam-nlnl. and counted, fioarj LI. the burden of proof h ing curious!} 

enough on the victors to sliow they have caoght and eaten all their adversaries. 

The whole Idea shown by the terms of the game, and still more by the excla- 
mations and remarks of player* Is that of the pursuit, capture, and safe cm rj 
Ing off of prey lor example. Xin kan, I lay In w.ut, u fin xa ram txfi us. 
you intercepted him well; ta ok laiit. enter, thou (ok is used as setting out 
npon an enterprise) ; ok re siklntl Lar. to start fishing, or ok re sikbnl talk, t > 
start the hunt for birds Id the ordmnry sense of enter, another word, ojau 
Is used: a fin Tin uumfi sa j uni pat, 1 passed him iinickiy; gw 1 juu chik xa 
kam-Bi )';wo, if one more, you would have killed me. 

Before counters nre put in plaj they are tailed wbat tbev are Cbfi, stick, 
lliij, leaf; ruk-che, twig, ton tbij leaf stem But when put In pliy th*y 
become gwe, me, myself Uat.thou, or in the third person are called by name 
of the player 

Mai Chichen Itzn, Yucatan. 

Dr Alfred Tozzer informs me that he saw grains of com, black 
ened on one Mile, that were used m a frame, juego de inalz, presumablv 
similar to that observed among the Kekchi. 

The game is called btkal i«!m (baslnl ishlni) Tour grains of corn, two of 
them colored black on one side, are thrown The winning throws are two white 
and two black or ail black 


MOQrELtJSITAV STOCK 

Awaxi. Near Cold Springs, Mariposa county, California. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following game under the name of 
teatafu : 

Six half acorns are cn«t in a basket plaque Hair face up, half ilowu, count 
1 ; all up or down count 2 

The game was given me by a refugee of the AwanI once possessing Toscmite 
valley, called “Old Short and Dirt},** n woman about SO years old. who i> one 
of the five biirvltlug members of that warlike people and lives with her sister 
and n blind nephew at the above-mentioned place None of her people have 
been In Yosemlte since about 3S70 

Miwok. California (Collection of Dr C. Hart Mernam ) 

Plaque for dice game (figure 1C2), 23f inches m diameter collected 
by Dr C. Hart Merriam 

The collector states that this plaque was collected from the Miwok, 
but made by one of the Yuroks tribes. The Miwok call the plaque 
and game by the same name, chattattoomhe. They u*e six dice. 







criftj DICK Tl-LARE- 1-15 

TrUBcs, Itancheria near Lemoore. King' uumti California (Cat. 

no 200OT.3, United States National Museum ) 

Flat basket tray (figure 1G3). 2S| inthes in diameter, worked in 
chevron design in colored pattern ; accompanied by eight dice 
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31CSK1IOCEAN STOCK 

Choctaw Mandeulle Louisiana (Cat no. 3*5177, f'rre Museum 
of Science and Art, Unnersitv of Pennsylvania ) 

Fipht prams of white corn (figure HM), 
charred on one *ide Collected In the 
writer in 1001 

These are used as dice In tbe corn game bask* 
tanje Two or more men phv thro wins the corn 
with the hunt np< n the ground. The throws are 
ettf or white toheb or Mack lo«nh up. The same fa 
twenty lire soil the counts are as follows Ml 
bti k up ontnchnlns munis 8 all white up. 8 
seven white » p. nntokalo. 7 six white np banal! f Ore white up. tuetslata r 
four white up ostta 4 three white up. tncbalna 3 two while up tokalok n 
one white tt| cliofn, 1 



NATCH ESA N STOCK 

Natciitz. Louisiana 

Le Page du Pratz* sav- rifcmnsr to the women’s game of the 
Natchez 

The«c pieces with which they play are three llttk bits of cane from 8 t 9 
Inches tong split In two equal parts and pointed at the end*. Each piece Is 
distinguished by the designs which are engrared on the convex si le They 
play three at a tin e and each woman has her piece To play tills game ther 
hold two of tlese pieces of care on tbe open left band anl the third hi the 
right hand the round side uppermost, with which they strike upon the others, 
taking nre to touch only the end. Tbe three pieces fall and when there arc 
two of them which hare the convex side uppermost the player marks oi e p. int 
If there la only one she marks nothing, \fter the Brst the two others plsy 
in their turn 

riMAb STOCK 

OraTA Sonora 

Dr \ F Bandelicr * speaks of patol or quince as a social game 
played often on the street* 

Papago Pima counts Vrnona (Cat no 17451G United States 
National Museum ) 

Set of four sticks (figure lCi) of '■aguaro cactus about 0} inches in 
length three fourths of an inch w width, and one fourth of an 
inch thick 

These are painted solid red on one side “ which is flat and marked 
with black lines of numerical and ses significance.” They were col 
lected b) Dr W J McGee and Mr William Dinwiddle. The game is 
described by the collectors nnder the name of ghingskoot 
The four marked faces receive tbe following names Old man (a) young man 
(6) old woman (c) young woman (d) In the play the sticks are held verti 

• nistolre de la Louisian* r S p. 4 Faria. 175$. 

► Final Report. Taper* of the Archeological Intlm* of America Am aeries, pt. 1 p. 
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nnmber to count to a uo«t Ik tfaron n by tie atlcks. When a I or-e l, ou a 
pocket adjoining o a 2 throw Is considered oot The object of the game is to 
carry nil tbe horses arotinl the pockets and out again at a the flrst player 
succeeding in this being declared tbe winner 

Papago Cahill, Arizona (Cat. no SG74, 59, Rijks Ethnogr iphi 
‘-dies 3In<etim Leiden ) 

Set of four sticks (figure lfS), 41 inches in length, rounded on oho 
side, flat, unmarked on the other Catalogued under the name 
of quince a> i womans game Collected hi Dr H I C ten 
Kate, jr, m 1<«S 



Flo 168, Stfc-kdlr* length O incheK F*pMO ln<h»&3 AruoDs c»(. m. ««*< S' B jfai Etlino- 
grsphiwbw llmtom, Leiden. 

Pima county, Vxizona (Cat no 174443 United State* Na 

tional Museum ) 

Astragalus of bi«on (figure ICO) Collected by Dr M J McGee, 
who described it as used in a game catted tannan » 

The game Is played I y two persons who alt facing each other four or five feet 
apart Tbe bone 1* twirled Into the air out of the 
thumb and forefinger tbe l ick or the hand being bel 1 
upward. Tbe position In which it falls on the ground 
control* tbe count In the game So long na the player 
succeeds In throwing the pitted side or is w hoof ns 
It U called upward be retains possession of the boue 
and with eicb throw n Ins one tn in from a proir 
ranged number equally di-lded between the players. 
The sides do not count In the pHy and the thrower 
may play agiiln an 1 again without forfeiting the bone 
until be throws the flat aide opposite the cow hoof 
upward when the bone goes to his opponent to throw, 
with the same conditions. Tbe winning of the entire number of an opponents 
counters constitutes a game won. 

Pima Vnzona (United States ‘National Museum ) 

Cat, no 27842 Set of four sticks of willow* wood n inches in 
length, three- fourths of an inch in breadth and one-fourth of an 
inch in thickne s (figure 170) flat on ora *ide which is incited 
with transrer-o and diagonal lines filled in with Mack paint, the 
opposite side roun led and painted ml 
Cat- no 27847 N?f of four sticks of willow* wood SJ inches in 
length tliree- fourths of an inch in bn a 1th and one fourth of an 
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inch in thickness (figure 171) ; identical with preceding, except 
in the arrangement of the incised lines Both collected by Mrs 
G. Stout. 
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Fio ID Stick dice, length, 9 inches. Pun* Indians, Arizona, cat no £71*1! Unitad States 
national Museum 

Cat. no. 7(5017. Set of four sticks of hazel wood. 7J inches in length, 
one-half of an inch m breadth, and one-fourth of an inch in 
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Pin 171 Stick dice length R| inches Pima Indians. Arizona, cat no r*H, Unitad Slates 
tfatianal Museum 


thickne-ii (figure 172) ; flat on one «ide, and marked with incised 
lines cut at nngles across the sticks These lines aie painted red, 






<r~ 
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and the inscribed part of the faces, black: opposite, rounded 
sides, plain. These were collected by Dr Edward Palmer and 
described as men's -sticks. 
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Doctor Palmer «tate» 

A. space «( JO square feet Is Inclosed by boles made In the ground [figure 
A lil) It opposite corners on tbe outside are two 

^ semicircular rows of five boles each At the begin 

o® ° 0 nlng a marking-stick 1* put Into tie center bole A of 

ooooo ooooo each semicircle and the point Is to play around tbe 

Q 0 square an 1 bad again to tbe center bole Each pair 

o o of players mores the pegs In opposite directions, and 

0 whenever tbe ennnt h made that vtouU tan* tie 

stick to tlie bole occupied by that of tbe antagonist 
he I* nent hack to bis original starting place. 

Tbe counts ate »S follows lour round aides Up. 
° ° counts 10 four Oat sides up 5. When only one flat 

o o aide is op It counts whatever Is marked on It, any 

© o three count* 3. and any two. 2. 

°o 0 o° Pima Ynzona (Cat no 7f01« United 
A States National Museum ) 

Jta» hi Circuit Set of four sticks 7} indies long one half 

die* *»m* PUn* Indians, , , , , 

Arison* from sketch by inch in breatllli and one fourth of an inch 

Dr Edward Psimer m thickness, flat on one side and painted 

black, the opposite side rounded and painted red Collected bj Dr 
Edward Palmer and described bv him as women s sticks 
Two play Tlte sticks are held In tbe right band, between the thumb and 
forefinger and with nn umlertbrow touch tbe grounl slipbtlv nnd are let fly 
The counts are as f dlows Four blvLs counts 2 four ml*. I two blacks. 


ont • 

Cat no. 211935 vpiaml wooden block 7J inches long marked on 
its four side* is shown in figure 174 



Fro 1 * Four fare* of stick die length. > inches. Pirns Indians, Arisons cat. on. III®. 

Cnltcd States NstionsI Mnscnm. 

This specimen was collected bv Mr Clarence H Shaw, who de- 
scribes it as u~cd m the game of kin-goot 
It Is held In the palm of each ban! and thrown from the player with a posh 
lug motion. The counts are Indicated on figure 174 «, 4. 14 & The game 
enda at 45. 

Pm* Ynzom (Cat no. S3C2 o’ Rijks Ethnograplusche-> Mo 
scum Leiden ) 

Three sticks (figure 175) from a -et of four, about 5 inches m 
length marked on one face with incised lines. 
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These were ’collected by Dr H. F. C. ten Kate, jr, and catalogued 
under the name of hien c e (quince), and are similar to the sets from 
the Puna in the United States National Museum (cat no. 27842, 
27843, 76017). 

Dr ten Kate* refers to this game as Jciensse, and says it resembles 
the otochei and oetaha of the Yuma and Mohave. 



Flo in. Stick dice; length, 5 tocher Pima Indiana, Arizona, cat no. 6»«, S£. Rijks Ethno- 
frsphiscbes Mu-entn. Leiden 

PntA. Arizona. (Cat. no. 218042, United States National Mu- 
* «eum.) 

Four sticks of mesquite wood, about 8j inches in length, hemi- 
spheric in section and not colored on either side. They were 
collected by the late Dr Frank Russell, who gives the name 
of the game as ki°ts and of the sticks as ki'ts kut. 

Tbe sticks ttleure 170] are designated a* follows 

No 1. kl lk four. No 2. tco-otp\ alt No 3. si Ita. meaning of word un- 
known to Informants No. 4 . ki’ts, meaning also unknown. 

The players sit about 10 feet apart anil put the sticks In play by striking 
from below with n flat stone held In tbe teft hand Tbe sticks are held nearly 
aertlcal, but are Inclined a little forward, so that they will fall In the center of 
the space between tbe players, who rake them back with a long stick after each 
throw 

The count Is similar to that described for the Papago game. If we substitute 
the rimn names for tbe pieces ns follows 
Two backs and 2 faces count 2, 1 hnck and 3 face* count 3: kl Ik fnclug un 
and others down count 4; nil faces up count 5: tco-otp' 
facing up and others down count G; all faces down count 
10. si Ik A facing np and others down count 14. ki’ts fac- 
ing up and others down couot 13. Tbe counts are kept 
upon a rectangle marked upon the ground, usuallv approx- 
imating 12 by 8 feet, baring 10 holes or pockets, counting 
the corners each time along each side At two alternate 

comets are two quadrants, culled bouses (kl).of Btc boles 

each not counting the comer holes, called doors (ntpa) 

Tbe stick used by eneb player or side to mark Its throw Is 
called rsAlka. slave or horse When a player Is “coming home “ and his count 
carries bis " skive " only to the last hole of bis bouse. It Is said to be “In tbe 
Ore,' 1 and remains “burnt" until he throws a less nnmber than 14 or 15 
Tbe corner hole of the rectangle Is called trolOt, hip; the second, tcooIrsAn, 

tiear the comer : the third, rsa-nklt. middle : tbe fourth, kdkftnm. above the end ; 

the fifth, ko-ok, Ia«t; tbe first hole of the bouse, tcfoletam. above the hip. tbe 
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Tepeiiuaj,-. Talajote, near Xabogame, Chihuahua, Mexico. (Cat. 
no. American Museum of Natural History ) 

Set of four ash-wood sticks, 1SJ inches in length, three- foniths of an 
inch broad, and one-eighth of an inch thick, marked on one side 
with incised lines smeared with red paint (figure 17S«) , reier-e, 
plain. 

Chihuahua, Mexico. (Cat. no. x y s , American Museum of 

Natural History.) 

Set of four ash-wood sticks, identical with the preceding, except that 
they are 1GJ inches in length (figure 1786). 





Cat no Set of four sticks of canyon walnut, of sliglith diffei 

ent lengths, from 111 to 13) inches, ele\en-'ixteenths of an inch 
wide, and one-eighth of an inch thick; one side flat, with incited 
designs composed of straight and oblique lines, the incised 
places being stained red (figure 178c); opposite sides rounded 
and plain. 

Cat. no. tHx- Set of four sticks of piuon wood. Cl inches m length 
and three-eighths of an inch square (figure 179) 

These last 'ticks have four instead of two faces. Two oppo-ite 'ides 
are flat and unpainted One set of the other four sides is unpainted, 
with incised lines filled with red paint, as shown in figure 17** The 
sides opposite to tlie-e aie slightly rounded and paiuted red. The 
top stick is marked with a diagonal line across the middle, the next 
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two of each score 1 , four alike score 4. The thrower keeps oa throw mg until 
be makes a blank throw, when another takes the dice When all the players 
hare stood their turn, the one who has scored most takes the stakes which 
in this game are generally small, say a “ bit" 

Nisjiinam. Mokelumne riTer, 12 miles south of Placerville. Cali- 
fornia. 

Dr .T. IV. Hudson describes a dice game, played with four half 
acorns cast into a basket, under the name of ha. 

Te'-O. the dice plaque basket Is often oral In shape Two alike op or two 
alike down count 1 : all alike up or down 2. * 

S \L1SHAX STOCK 

Bella coo la. British Columbia. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no 18422. Bone die, copied from a beaver tooth, If inches m 
length, the center tied with a thong and one face decorated with 
twelve dots in six pairs 

Cat. no. 18454 and 18435. Bone dice, two similar to the above, but 
with chevron detices; length, 1| inches. 

Cot. no 1841G to 18419. Wooden dice (figure 181), similar to the 
preceding, two carved with chevrons and two with dots; length, 
2J mches 

All the«e specimens were collected by Mr Carl Hagenbeck. 


FlO 181 W<*xl*n dire length il in, he*. Bellmiool* Indian*. BrltMl Columbia rat no l*4t« 
to 18*19 Field Colombian Jlwnm 

Clallam. Washington. 

A Clallam boy, John Raub, described to the writer the beaver-teeth 
dice game, as played by this tribe, under the name of sinitnle. The 
two teeth marked with dots are called swaika, men, and the t\\ o marked 
with chevrons, slam, women. Playing cards are called smitale. 

- — — — Port Gamble. Washington. (Cat. no. 19653, Field Columbian 
Museum). 

Set of four bearer-teeth dice, two with straight lines and two with 
circles. Collected 6y Rev. 3fyron Eells. 

Mr Eells writes : 

Precisely the same kind are used by the Tirana. Puyallup. Snohomish. Cbe- 
hallss, «D<1 Quenalelt , In fact. bT all the tribes on Puget Sound t bare obtained 
them from the Twana and QuinalelL 
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To this. li*t Mr Tells has ad led the Cowlitz, Luiimii thagit and 
Squaxon, and the Soohe, of British Columbia 
\r*QTALU M a-hin jrt on 
Mr George Gibb « states 

The women have a game telonging properly |o themselves. It Is played 
with four heaver teeth wihtali having particular marhs ou each slle They 
are thrown as life, aurve** aepemJIng on the arrangement In which ibev fall. 

In his dictionart of the Nisqtnlli the n-rtne of the game is given 
as metnla emetali the highest or four point in (lice hes. 

Qctnufit Washington (Cat no dh Anwncan Museum of 
Natural History ) 

Tour lie net teeth dice Collected bt Dr Livingston Farrand 
tsueswee Kamloops British Columbia 
Dr Franz Boas * «ivs 

The games of the sau*na|> arc almost the Mine a* those if tl i roast tribes. 
We fin 1 tl e game nf tllce pi iy«l with leaver teeth 

Snohomish (*) Tnlalip agcnci Washington (Cat no l "50 100, 
United Mates National Mii'cmu ) 

Set of four beater teeth dice (figure 182) two lx ih left stopped 
at tlw uul and marked on the flat side with ring- and dots and 



two rights and left' both apparently from the same animal with 
both sides plain 2*t rath il bones of birds, about 3 indvis m 
length (figure 183) u«ed as counters. Collected Ire Mr E C 
l iu n Ust and designated l v hint as a woman ' game 




DICE GUIES: THOJIPSOX 


157 


Sox gisii, Vancouver inland, British Columbia. 

Dr Franz Bojs“ gites the following account: 

Sms tale', a same of dice, is played with four beaver teeth, two being marked 
on oDe of their flit sides with two rows of small circles They are called 
women MVna? »mt tali' The two others are marked on one of the flat sides 
with cross lines. They are called men. eavri k a ametalf One of them is tied 
with a small string in the middle. It is called. ink at 'e sen. The game is 
played by two persons. -kccordiiy-tol'fiiUiVC > fy r l) he stakes. 20 or 40 sticks 
are placed between the players One begins to throii When all the marked 
faces are either up or down, lie wins 2 sticks. If the faces of the two men are 
op of the two women down, nr lice ver«a. he wins 1 stick When the flip of 
the ink- aVS sen is np, all others down, or nee versa, he wins 4 sticks Who 
etcr wins a stnh goes oil playing When one of the players has obtained all the 
sticks Ue wins the game 

It Is considered indecent for women to look on when the men gamble Only 
when two tribes play against each other are they allowed to be present They 
sing daring the game, waving their arms np and down rhythmically Men and 
women of the winning party paint their faces red. 

Thompson. British Columbia. (Cat. no. -fo, American Museum 
of Natural History.) 

Set of four bearer teeth dice (figure 184) ; one, partly split, wrapped 
in sinew; marked on one face with lines and dots, the opposite 
sides, plain Collected by Sir James Teit. 

The following account is gnen by the collector 1 6 

Women played n game of dice with beaver teeth, which were tossed down on 
a spread blanket or skin by the player Each tooth was marked on only one 
side with carved lines or spots 
One, called the man. was marked 
with eight transverse lines nod 
tied around the middle with a 
piece of smew. Its mate was 
marked with five transverse lines, 
each having n dot In the middle 
The other two were mates, and 
were each marked alike with n 
certain number of triangular lines. 

When the dice were thrown, if nil 




the blank sides or If nil the faces 
came up, It counted 2 points for 
the thrower. If a triangular 
marked die came face Up and all 


Flo 1S4 Bearer-teeth dice, length, t* niche* 
Thompson Indiana. British Colombia cat no 
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Twana Washington 

Tier M mm Eell* thus describes the women s game * 

The dice ere made of hearers teeth generally tint sometimes from moat 
rnta teeth- There are two pairs of them on I penerallr two persona play one 
on each side but sometimes there are two or three on enth side The teeth 
are all taken In one ban 1 «n<l thrown after the manner of dice One has a string 
around the middle If this one la down and all the rest up or up and the 
rest down. It connta A If alt ore np or down. It counts 2‘ If one pair Is up 
and the other down It connta I and If one pair la ui or down and the other 
divided. unless It be as above when It counts I then It counts nothing 2D Is a 
game but they generally piny three games, and lad more or leas money dresses, 
or otbrr thing* They sometimes learn very es portly to throw (lie one with the 
string on differently from the others by arranging thorn In the haul so tfiat 
they can bold this one which they know by feeling a trine longer than the 
other*. 


snAiurruN stock 


Kukitat Washington (Cat no 209o5, Tree 3tu«eum of Science 
and Art Univer«itv of Pennsylvania ) 

Three beaver teeth dice, two marked with five circles with central 
dot and one with chevrons on flat side. Yll hate ends wrapped 
with smew to prevent splitting and one with circles and one with 
chevron.-. are wrapped about the middle with smew Collected 
by Mr A B AvenU 


Yakima ‘Yakima reservation, Washington. (Cat no 37H2, Free 
Mu'eura of Science and Art, Unnereitv of Pennsylvania.) 
Four sticks, 5 \ inches in length, triangular in section one *nle flat 
and plain and the other two sides marked with dots and cross 

lines as shown m figure 

185 Collected by the 
writer in lnoo 
The dice and game are called 
pomtallvrlt. The two sticks marked 
Fig 1«S. Stick dice tsagUi. 5t tnehor T»kton» In- with cross lines are called vrnlcro 
dlUA rairro v»™ man, and the two with dots, 

of Prime* andArt. Cnlvereitr®* Petmvrlrani*. ' 

woman, it Is a womans game, 
played by two persons and counted with twenty counting sticks. 11 qua*. The 
counts are as follows \11 heads up counts 2 alt tails up 1 two bends and 
two tails 1 


My informant a Dalles (M asco) Indian named Jack Long, stated 
that the game was also played bv the Klikitat and Dalles Indians. 
The former call the game tskaiwit. The game is plaved on a blanket 
and the “dicks are tossed up with the bands. 

■ Bulletin «f (lie Called State* Geological Sorrej V in p 90 Wuhlarton 1871 



fOLM] 


DICE GAMES: COMANCHE 


159 


81IOSHONEAN STOCK 

Bannock. Fort Hall reservation, Idaho. (Cat. no. 8T059, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 
Four willow sticks, halves, with pith removed and the groove painted 
red; length. 8$ inches. Three have the flat, grooved side plain, 
and one has burnt cross marks. Two have plain reverses The 
others, including the one with the flat side, are marked with 
burned designs, as shown m figure 186 ; with eight willow-twig 
counting sticks 4J inches in length. The«c were collected by the 
writer in 1900. 

The stick dice and the game ore called to-pe-di . the counters, ti hope The two 
sticks marked on the rounded convex side with cross lines and triangles are 
- known, respectively, os pi an, female, and n ko a. male The counts are as fol 
Ions. AH heads or all tails. 1 : male and female heads or tails op and the other 
tno he ids nr. tails down. 2: three heads or three tails up, 1 



Pie la*. Fig is: 


Pro ISO SIVA die*; length. »( inch.*, Bannock Indian*, Idaho cot. no 3*030 Free Museum of 
Science end Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

I'lo 1ST Conoting aticta I or stick dice, length, 4) inches. Bannock Indians, Idaho cat no 
STOP, Free Museum of Science and Art, Umverwty of Pennsylvania. 

Comanche. Texas. 

J. 21. Stanley, in hi a Catalogue of Portraits of North American 
Indians," says in connection with no. 92, a Commche game, painted 
in 1844: 

This game Is played exclusively liy the women. They hold In tlielr hands 
twelve sticks, about 0 inches in length which they drop upon a rock . the sticks 
that fall across each other are counted for the game ; loo such counts the game 
They become very excited, nod frequently bet all the dresses, deerskins and 
buffalo robes they possess 

Iviowa reservation, Oklahoma. (United States National Mu 

seum.) 

Cut. Tit> \521\j.n. Set of aix bov.e dice, bawr,g VaAVi fare's convex, and 
bearing on one face incised designs (figure 188) filled with red 
paint. 
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The reverse* are plain, with the exception of the third from the 
left, which has a mss inscribed upon the bach. The device on the 
face of till.-, die was intended to repre-ent the head of n buffalo, which 
is more plainly delineated upon one of the Mandan dice (figure 242) 
The dice are de-cribed by the collector as being played by women and 
shaken up in a basket. 




Via 1*1 ilVT- lrailis, ll and tt mch«« Oinivtn I Mjnn . Oklahoma. eat. so. IK9U&, 

Culled Statn \ annual Mcvam 

Cat no 1320111. Set of «ix lione dice with designs like those on the 
preceding , but painted green instead of red ( figure 183) Both 
-ets were collected bv Mr James Moouei 
lion- Oraibu Arizona. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no 33 <0-* t-anihlone slab inscribed with 
diagram. IL inches in length, and four 
pieces of cane. 3( inches in length with 
the outer face burned with dot* in chevron 
pattern (figure lofl) 

rta i*n c,„ di»« These were collected m 1SU0 by Rev H TL 
Irtish j, in. im. Hoj.i Voth, and are described by him as implements 
«L >I » bl ' u&e. ^ or the game of totolospi ■ 



\!a- In this irarne either two or four participate Eieb 
pilfer has one piece which I* placed la the rlru; ecru la 
r*. The stick* ate then thrown Ur one (Birtr and ns |ina is 
.r tlie BsufKl film of all the etlckn He upward he move* UN 
et ttw nw» lines toward tbe center As soon as the slicks 
■nrfaces another player throws. 


1 Inscribed -tom for game of totnlo-pi (figure 101) 
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no. ssao Sand tone Jab 111 indies long, inscribed with a 
iross shaped figure mtb five lines on each arm and a circle at 
each end and in the mid He (figure 105) Collected by the writer 
M 1901 



n* iw n* na- 

no 18*. CVd* dn-e «nd a tcm» board. I uTlh at board. » inch<«- Hofi IniL. n», Orsibl Irlurn* rat. 

n p. S-o! F» Jlmcnmof M-nre»ix5 Art CnJrersJt j of PennaTleanl*- 
Fic. MS. C»ti» 41c« M.S stroe V<*rd leMIhot board. Illlwhra; BeyHadlam. Ora M, Art«wa», 
rat no- Win. Frra Mu3«ni of ftlran »ad Art Cttfreranj of PrnnirrlraoljL. 

Cat no 3 c Wy> Stone slab engraved with diagram as «hown in figure 
lOf Collected by the writer in 1001 
The«e are eounting board for the game of totolospi The fir-t is 
played by two men and the «econd by four The motes ore made 
according to the throw with cane dice The fir=t is KYompmied hi 
three dip-, of cane 4 inches in length painted red on the inner hollow 



Fig IK Cane rlWand &tGQ« board t-ng-tb of trard 12| laches; Hop{ Indiana. f ralbLArlxon*. 
rat_ J> 3WO Fra*‘ MuM-am of SoioBoe nod Art TTrureraity of PrnntixJrani*. 

side The “eroDd also has three dice with the comes «ide marked 
with diagonal burned lines. The counts are as follows 

Three white op counts ° three red op 1 The plij-ers start with their man 
on the circle neatest to them, a lriuwins line be line across the bo-ird The one 
who pets flr»t to the opporilo side wins Tbe circles are colled bwaimnl and 
the spaces tuwoiia 
Hon T\ alpi Arizona 

Mr \ 31 Stephen in his unpublished manuscript gues teomalnn 
tota as the name of a Hopi man s game corresponding to the 'Naiaho 
woman s game of tsittilc. 
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How Mi'hongnoM. Arizonu. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. 7550*!. Poll erj bonl (figure 1ST), 71 inches in diameter, cream 



T>r. 19" IWmmMI potwy bowl -with yam Win* irtUVs Jloj4 In ilium. Miaiionfu^l Arizona 
mi no 7WH FIi M OulomMao »ovn 

color, dccoriited null four marked gambling sticks painted in 
brow n inside of n broken band in the center. 



Flo IBS Drronitwl pottery bowlwlth gambling stli-ks. Hopi Indians. JtlshcuigiiOTt Arizona, 
rat no 55KW, FleM Columbian Mu«onm 

Cat. no 75892. Pottery botvl (figure IDS), 8 inches in diameter, the 
interior decorated with three marked gambling sticks painted 
in brown on a plain field inside of n ring with serrated edges 
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having 30 notches, the ‘pace outside of the ring spattered Col 
lected from ancient graven by Mr C I*. Owen in 1°00 
TIopi SVrnnopavi tniDM (Cat no 157735, United States Ns 
tional Mu«eum ) 

Pottery bowl (figure l^O) containing embolic pictograph of bird 
and four marked gaming canes. Excavated from the old ceme~ 
1 ter) • by Dr J Walter Tewhe® 

The sjmbolic bird Doctor bowkes informed me was identified as 
Kwatika Eagle man an old rrona of garni lers. 


Fia 1» 


The bird in this bowl was further identified by Mr CuJnng with 
the Zum Misina, referred to in his account of sholiwe (p 21 o) 

These three bowls serve to establish the existence and antiquity of a 
cane or reed game like the Zuni =holin e among the IIopi Fur 
ther evidence of the antiquity of this game is furnished bv several 
split gaming reeds excavated bv Doctor Fewkes at the Cbevlon ruin, 
near where the Cheviot! fork flows into the Lit lie Colorado about 15 
miles ea t of W inslow Arizona The marks on the reed are shown 
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in figure 200. One is apparently without marks on the exterior, and 
of the four others, two have the same marks, from which it may be 
inferred that they belonged to two different sets. 



Fio tw Con® tin. e (rvHturvdj, Chc<lon rain. Anjonn cot no lo^COT, United Stales KnOonnl 
Jtatcom. 


Kawia. Indio, Riverside countj, California (Cat no. G33S9, Tield 
Columbian Museum.) 



DO. £1M9 Field Colombian Sluseoro 

Three stares of midrib of palmetto, 16 inches in length, one side 
rounded, the other flat with burned marks, as shown m figure 
201. Collected by Mr S. C. Sunnis 
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Mono Hooker cove, Madera county, California {Field Coluinbi iti 
Mn>eam.) 

Cat no. 71926, 71927 Basket plaque, 18 } inches in diameter, and M\ 
dice, made of acorn calyxes filled with talc (figure 202) 


0 

P CMlfor»i» cat. DA ‘'19*~*Fleld Colombian HnMom. T 

Cat no 711*8 Basket dice plaque (figure 201) 25 inches m diam 
eter with colored designs. 

Both collected byDrJ W Hudson 



? empty California 


Patote. Southern Utah (Cat no 116G2 United States National 
Museum ) 

Slips of cane (figure 204), about 14 inches in length painted red on 
the inner, concave tide 



Pio *0t fAnadiw length. alwitUipcbea Palate Indian*, omthern t ttb cat.no lVW=,lo teJ 
SUtca National Mturnm 

Among them are several pairs made of halves of the same cane 
collected by Maj J 11 Powell \ large number of other sets of the-e 
cane dice from the same place are contained m the \ atioual Mu^tim 
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Fxiute. Southern Utah. (Cat. no 0411. reabody Museum of 
American Archaeology and Ethnology.) 

Fourteen strips of cane, 5§ inches long, with the inner, curved sides 
painted red (figure 205). Collected by Dr Edward Palmer and 
‘•aid to be used on the dice principle, the red sides only being 
counted. 

Pjramid lake, Nevada. (Cat. no. 19045, United States Na- 
tional Museum.) 

Eight slips of split cane, painted red on the inside, 11 inches in 
length. Collected by Mr Stephen Powers, who describes them as 
follows: , 

Tatfuogla. gambling pieces Ten sticks are stuc-k Into the ground, and two 

men phiy b» throning on end eight split pieces of reed, painted red on the 



rig a® He toe 


Fi«. *«. C»n« die*; length. S| liche*. Palate Indians, son them Utah, cat no MU, Peabody 
Museum of American Arcbicology and Ethnology 
FI0 8K. Stick dice, length. ?1 Inches, Palate Indiana, Pyramid lake, Nevada cat no gust. Free 
Mnteoin of Science and Art Unlreralty of Penoeylrama 

inside; they count the pieces which fail white side up and there are two pieces 
serving ns counters in addition to the pieces etucK In the ground, the latter 
representing the ten Angers, 

Pjramid lake, Nevada (Cat no 37150, Free Museum of 

Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 

Eight slips of split reed, painted red on the convex side: length, 13? 
inches. Collected bj the writer in 1900 1 

The name of these dice, as reported b} Dr George A. Dorsey, is 
quoquokotateana. 

Cat. no 37152. Eight small willow sticks (figure 206), rounded on 
one side and fiat on the other, the round side plain and the flat 
side stained red; length, 2} inche- Collected by the writer in 
1900 through Miss Marian Taylor 

Pyramid lake, Nevada (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no 19054. Set of twelve sticks of grease wood,* one and three- 
fourths inches in length, five-sixteenths of an inch in breadth, 
and one-eighth of an inch in thickness (figure 207) ; both sides 
rounded, the outer painted red and the inner unpainted. 

•Lorrta moicaiut 
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The«o were collected by Mr Stephen Power*, and ore described bj 
Uw collector under the name of nAbago-in, 0“ intended for women to 
gamble with 

Fonr player* i*joit In a drtle an«l tale tom* In towing tlie*e atlrla on a 
ba*ket tear File white *Me* nm»t tarn up to count I They mark In the ram I 
*nd Are mark* count 1 atone JO etoncs eml tbe fame 


ri 


«twk tee- length «j Inches Pilot* todUu, Pyimmldlik* Nmi 
lull'd Notional Murom 



U0.1M4. 


C»t no lOG'lS Set of eight dice (figure 209) hoowit« mule of 
canyon walnut ‘hell-, “plit in tlic middle and each half filled 
with pitch and powdered charcoal miaul with small ml and 
white gla*s bead- and bit-, of n In lone «hell Thev ore accom 
panied b\ a ba ket trav, chappit (cat no l^fOO) 

The collector Mr Stephen Pow 
ere, gives the following account of 
the game 



Fl 3A Walnut-*!* 11 dir*- dUmrcrr 1 

Inch. Palo « Indian*. Pyramid lake, 
bexoda rot.no 19«&. I n!t«d States N»- 


Tbt women squat on the pronul and 
to«* the dice Id the tray When either 
three or fire or them fall flat gilt* op 
that count* 1 They keep count with 
sticks f r counters. The game Is eaclu 
slrely for nomeu. who bet on It with a* 
much rtwlleerueo. a* men 


SnosnoM Wind Kiver reservation W \onnng (Free Mu-eiim of 
Science and Vrt ljni\er=itv of Penn \lvama.) 

Cat. no 3rSo9 Set of “tick dice topedi “lender twigs two marked 
alike with grooves the entire length and cross notches m tbe 
middle and at tbe ends on the flat side the reverse plain , two 
marked with red grooies and burnt designs on the fiat «ide, 
and with burnt de-igns on the reverse, which i 3 otherwise plain, 
length 7 1 inches. 

Cat no. 36bC0 Similar to the preceding except that the designs on 
the reverses of the two sticks are slightly different, length, 9} 
inches. 

Cat no 3G^C1 Two alike one «ide painted red the revet** plain 
One painted red on the flat side with burnt marks in the center, 
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and burnt marks and green paint m center on the reverse; one 
with the groove painted green and burnt marks on the flat side, 
the reverse with burnt marks and green paint; length, 11 \ inches; 
with eight willow counting sticks, 8 inches in length. 

Cat. no. "36862. Two painted yellow on the flat side, the reverse plain ; 
one painted red on the flat side with burnt marks and blue pamt 
in the middle, the re- 


verse with burnt cross 


lines in the middle; one 
■with groove painted red, 
and burnt lines, the re- 
ver-e burnt with cross 
marks (figure 209) ; 
length, 11 inches 
There are five other sets in 
this collection {cat. no 



- 3G8G3-3G867) , all varying slightly from the above Collected by 


the writer in 1900. The dice are struck ends down on a fiat stone. 


Shoshoni Fort Hall agency, Idaho (Cat. no. 22285, United States 
National Museum ) 

Set of four sticks, 10 inches in length, seven-sixteenths of an inch in 
breadth, and threc-sixtccnths of an inch in thickness; rectangu- 
lar in section (figure 210), made from grooved box boards which 
Mr Cushing pointed out to the writer were used as a substitute 
for split canes; burnt on the inner grooved side with four trans- 
verse marks, two near each end. Collected by William II. Dan- 
ilson. 



— Wind River reservation, Wyoming (Free Museum of Science 

and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Cat. no. 3683G, Dice, bone, marked with incised lines and painted 
red and green. 

Cat no. 3G837. Dice, bone, three round, three rectangular. 

Cat. no. 3G838 Dice, blue china, three round, three oval. 

Cat. no. 3GS39. Dice, three blue china, three bone. 

Cat no. 36840. Dice, three bone disks, three plum stones. 
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Cat no. 3CS11 Dice {figure 211). *is bone disks, two «izto. 
Cat no. 36SH2 Dice, three bone duks. three bone diamonds. 



Fi* tn. Fig tli. 


7ig -tn B«m rtw Awnvier 1 I inch Phcfctoni ladisnv Wyarolpir f»i so 
SlMpnm of “rlorice la 1 in, Cnl**r*itF of IVanifWulB. 

Etc at B»n« die*- diameter 1 to II SIhkBooI Indiene, Wyoming- ai. do. Ksil Free 
11 Mrtm of Science end Am Tntnrilr of PrnnjrVrenU 

Cat no %^i , 5 Dice (figure 212) three l**ne diA- three bone tn 
ingles 

Cat no 3l$44 Dice three china du ks throe plmn stones. 



Tv as f«»i 


flQ SA Cbinedioe diameter \ Inch g Sn eho nl Ind ia na . Wyoming- cal. ca.lcA. 1'rcr Mn*DE! 
of Science nod Art, Umrereity of Pennsylvania 

fm ai Cliln* dice diameter i to 1 loch ShotAuAl Indiana, Wyoming- cat rv.. asaig. fn, 
JSnamrm of Srienraaod Art. AtdeereitT of PenxeyYranla. 

Cat. no 3t>S4o Duf, three bone disks, three plnm stones 
Cat no 3GS46 Dice, three plum stones, three china triangles 



Cat no 36S47 Dice (figure 213) sis china Hiolg two kinds. 
Cat. no. SfibtS Dice (figure ^14) seven china dice of three «ets. 
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Cat. no. 36S49 Dice, three bone disks, three bone diamonds 
Cat. no. 3C850 Nine dice of fire sets 


All these specimens were collected bj the writer in 1900. There 
are six dice of two different kinds in each set. As will be seen from 
the above, three may be made of china or bone and three of plum 



Tic, 117 Counting' at lets for dice, length*. 6 and 13| inches Sbo*bool Indians WyomlDtr cat 
no 30MS, Free Museum of Science end Art, University of Pennsylvania 


stones, or three may be round and three diamond-shaped 01 triangular. 
The reverses are all plain Great ingenuity is displayed m the manu- 
facture of these dice, which are made by the women They are called 
awunliut. The dice are carried in small buckskin bags ornamented 
with bead work, awunhut roogutz. Cat. no 3G832, rectangulai, 4 by 
3} inches; cat no. 30853, 36854. circular; cat. no. 86S55. circular, 
diameter, 3 inches (figure 215) 

The dice are tossed in a flat woven basket, of which there are three 
specimens in this collection*. Cat. no. 36856, diameter, 15 inches; cat. 
no. 3C857, diameter. 11 inches: cat no. 30858. dinnieter. 124 inches 
(figure 216). 

Thebe baskets are called seheouwu The game is counted with ten 
counting sticks of peeled willow. Cat no. 30808 consists of ten such 
sticks, four of which are 13} and sis 5 inches in length (figure 217). 


Saboda. California (Cat no 
Set of four wooden staves, 15 
inches in length, rounded 
on one side and flat and 
marked with incised lines, 
as shown in figure 218, on 
the other. 

They were collected by Mr 
Edwin Minor, who describes the 
game as follows. 

Ivun we Is la played by any number 
of nomen seated on tbe ground In a 
circle The players in turn hold tb< 
pressing against the ends of tbe sticks 


C1940. Field Columbian Museum.) 



Fin 218 Stick dice, length IS inches. Ssbobn 

Indians, California CM no 01901 Field Co- 
lamblan Museum 


sticks, round side up with the palms 
wbkb are tossed up and allowed to fall 


on tbe ground The count is determined by the number of faces, nr flat sides 
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Tobikiiab (Gabsielevos) Ixb \ngeles county. Califormt 
Hugo Ried* savs. 

Another came called charcbarnke was played between two escb taking a 
tnm to throw with the point* down eight | lew* of ej lit reed S t r 10 inches long 
and black. one aide 

TjIvtx TJte. White Kochs. Utah (Free Muneum of Science and 
Art, Univerutv of Pennst lvama ) 

Cat no 37100 Fonr willow sticks one side flat and painted red, 
tlie rounded side burnt with cro^s marks length 10 inches. 


<rz > ins, n '^rsxzsa 

cs> u_ 

ipcs- S ~3T- 

Flo *1» Stick d c* leoatb. (| lachn dots 1 U Indiana, Wbll* Bucks. Tub cat no. TIM, 
Free Ma-*oniof Science and Art. tmeers ty of Pcnnsylnuua 

Cat no 37110 Four willow Micks ( figure 213) tne side ncarlv flat 
and painted blue the opposite 'ides also ncarh flat aud marked 
alike w ith burnt designs length *11 inches. 

Cat. no 37111 Four willow sticks one «ide flat and p*untid vellow, 
and the opposite side rounded and painted red length 16J 
inches. 



Fio kav. Sack d -e for Insist dire length *1 InUiw Cmta Lie Indians, White Rock*. tub 
•at no 7~1 Ik. Free Unworn nfSrlrnm and Art Cniwnty of Pcnn*r!*anl». 

Tiie-e were collect ml br the writer in 1*100 The dice art called 
torohnop (toropvnnuk Dor*cv> 

Cat no. 3711° Twenty oral slips of willow wood (figure 220) flat 
on one c ide and rounded on the other in five sets marked alike on 
the rounded side four painted ml four vellow four green four 

17 p. 18 *nl«n> 1885. °* *** *" 


Bulletin 
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black, and. four with burnt marks, the reverses plain , length, 2$ 
inches. Collected bj the writer in 1900 
Doctor Dor-cy gnes the name a*? wnshannp 



Via S»I Cinta Cle womwa playing buktl dice. Ourmy Uutb from photograph by Dr Oeorge 
A Dorsey 

8IOUAX STOCK 

Absixiboix. Korth Dakota. (Cat no 8499, United States National 
Museum ) 

Set of four sticks of polished hickory, 154 inches in length, about 1 
inch in breadth m the center, tapering to three-fourths of an 
inch at ends, and one-eighth of an inch m thickness. Two are 
burnt on one side with war calumets, or tomahawks, and with 
crosses (stars?) at each end, and two each with four bear tracks, 
with stripes of red paint between (figure 222) ; opposite sides 
plain, ends rounded ; one notched and tied with smew, to prevent 
splitting. Collected by Dr J. P. Kimball. 

— Fort Union, Montana 

In a report to Isaac I. Stevens, governor of Washington territory, 
on the Indian tribes of the upper Missouri, by Mr Edwin T Devng. 
a manuscript in the library of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 
occurs the following accounts of the bowl and stick-dice game among 
the As*uniboin : 

Most of the leisure time, either by night or by daj . among all these nations Is 
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Firs! Ihrmr. Big claw on end, 30. and three red claws, 15. counts 45 two 
burnt sides up, 0, three bine -sides np 3 each. 9: one eye side op 0. four con 
cares np, 1 each 4 • total 58. [Figure 224« J 
Second 1 Avoir Two red none on end. nothing by daws counts 0 three burnt 
aides up, 4 each, 12 \ fire blue sides up. 3 each, 15 . three eye sides up 2 each, 
. two concaves, nothing by tacks, o total. 23. [Figure 224!) ) 

Third throtr Big eliw on end. 30, all the rest red, 20, counts 50. hve burnt 

sides up 4 each, 20; five blue sides up. 3 each, 15; five eye sides up. 2 each, 10. 

five concave tacks. ) each, 5, total. 100 This is the best throw that can be 
made and takes all the stakes when the game dies not 
exceed 100 [Future 224c.] 

The bowl is held by tbe tips of the four fingers In 
side tbe rim and tbe thumb underneath Tbe dice being 
pnt In, they are thrown tip a few Inches by striking 
tbe bottom of tbe bowl on tbe ground so that each 
counter makes several revolutions. It is altogether a 
game of chance, and no advantage can be taken by 
anyone in making tbe throws. Tbe counters or dice 
never leave tbe bowl, but are counted ns tbe Talue 
turns np One person having shaken It, and the amount 
of hi« throw having been ascertained, a requisite nnm 
ber of small sticks are placed before bim. each stick 
counting 1. In this way tbe game Is kept, but each 
keeps bis adversary's game, not bis own; that Is he 
hands him a number of sticks equal to tbe amount of 
his throw, which are laid so that all can see them 
Each throws la torn unless the big claw stands on end. 

In which case tbe person is entitled to a successive 
throw By mneb practice they are able to count the 
number turned np at a glance, and the principles of tbe 
game being stated . . we will now describe how 

It Is carried on It lias been observed in reference 
to tbeir gambling that it is much fairer In Its nature 
than tbe same a« carried on by tbe whites, and this 
Is worthy of attention. Inasmuch as It shows bow Ibe 
loser Is propitiated, so that the game may not result 
In quarrel or bloodshed, as Is often tbe case Tbe game 
Is mostly played by tbe soldiers and warriors, and each 

must feel eqtnl to tbe other In coo rage and resolution ; p 1Q n counts In bowl 
It Is often kept up for two or three days ami nights runt, Assmibolo Indians, 
without anv intermission except to eat. nntll one of Montana (ran akatch hr 
the parties is ruined- For example. A plays against *' aI * 

B; each pnts up a knife, and they throw alternately until 100 Is counted 

by tbe dice; say A wins, B now puts up his shirt against two knives, which 1* 

about equal in valnei say t wins again, B then stakes bis powderbom and 
some arrows against the whole of A’a winnings, should B now win tbe 

game commences again nt the beginning, as A would only hare lost a knife, 

but supposing A wins. B now puts np hfs bow and quiver of arrows ag-iln-t 

all A has won Tbe stakes are never withdrawn, but let He In front of 

them Say A again wins B then stakes bis blanket and leggings, which 

are stout equal In value to all A has won. or. If not. it is equalized by addins 

or subtracting some article Supposing A again to be winner, be woutd then 

be in possession of two knives, one shirt, one blanket one powdertiorn. one bow 
and quiver of arrows, and one pair of leggings, tbe whole of wblcb tbe Indians 
value at eight robes. B now states bis gun against all the above of As win- 
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be seen outside theii lodges, spending me whole day at It instead of attending 
to their household affairs Some men prohibit their wnts ficrm gambling but 
these tate the adrantnge of their husbands abseuce to plat Host of the 
women will gamble off everything they possess, even to the dresses of their 
children, and the passion appears to be as deeply rooted In tbem as In the men 
They frequently are thrashed by their husbands for their losses and occasionally 
have quarrels among themselves as to the results of the game 


Maximilian, Prince of fi'ied, 1 says: 

Another [game] is that in which they plav with four small bones and four 
yellow nails to which one of each sort Is added they are laid upon a Bit 
wooden plate, which Is struck, so that they flv up and fall back into the plate, 
and you gain or lose according as they he together 
on one side, and the stake Is often very high 
Assimboin Fort Belknap reservation. 

Montana. (Cat no. 601G1, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Set of flvee consisting of five claws, one a 
lion claw larger than the others, five 
head'} of brass tacks, one rectangular 
piece of copper, and four plum stones 
haring one side burnt and one plain 
(figure 22G). 

These were ‘collected in 1900 by Dr 
George A. Dorsey, who describes them as 
used in the game of kan«u and gives the 
names and value of the objects as follows- 
Large crow claw, wnsbsge on end counts 28. 
red side up. 0. small elms on end, 12 , red side 
up 4 plum stones, kan h, black (saap) side up, 

4 , plain aka, side up. 0 brass tacks, maslek. coDcnve side up 4 convex side 
up. 0 copper plate, hungotuuk. big mother, bright side up 18 other side 0 
As iu other dice games, these objects are tossed In a wooden bowl, the score 
being kept by counting sticks and 100 constituting game 



o o o © ® 

Pig tSB 01s w plum-etono. and 
brass dice Asnnuboln Indiana. 
Montana cat no 60101, Field 
Columbian Museum 


Crows Wyoming. 

Dr F. V. Hayden * in his vocabulary gives manopede. a favorite 
game with women, in which plum pits are used: manulipe. plum 
(Pntnw t irqmiana) reveals the etymology: badealipedik, to gamble, 
evidently referring to the dish, bate; also c maneshope, a game with 
sticks, played by the women. 

Crow reservation, Montana. (Field Columbian Museum) 

Cat. no. 69(101. Four stick dice (figure 227). flat slips of sapling. 
114 Inches in length and one-half of an inch wide, with rounded 
sides plain, and flat sides painted red; two having burnt marks 
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on both sides, one two crosses with thw* dolt on the red «ido 
opposite and the other six diagonal lines w itli two crosso on the 
red side opposite 

These were collected b> Mr b C ‘'iimn-* who ilrxcnbcw them as 
n«ed in n woman s game There arc 14 i ther «ct« of then? tick diet 
m this collection all o! four sucks eich Snr> mg in length from C to 
11J inches. Thej are painted red green Hue tcllow and Mach 
Two sticks in each «ct an ill lingui hid » t l nrnt marks on both ides 
more or less like those figured 



Flo 2T Stick Ur®. length 1 I lBch«« Crow Indian* Montana -at o aon. ri <1 Columbian 
Fin 223 Booed w oed cmintln* stick*. lensrb cf «tlck*4 lo life Crow Indiana, Montane ret. 

Fjfl 223 Plotter for dice dlaine er 9 orbe* Crow Indian*, Montana at no ISTI2 Field 
&>laniblnn il rwqol 

Fro 13ft Flnm-aion* dice Crow Indiana, Montano, cal p none iwun, arrn am; ono evrr 
W'OB.IWH W3& Field Colombian Mawum 

Cat no f9711 1 9712 ^et of implements fi r woman dice game 
consisting of six bone dice three triangular and three rectangular, 
limbed on one side with 1 nrnt designs a wooden bowl 'i inches 
ui diameter and twelve wdlon twig counting sticks 4 inthes in 
length (figures °°S 22*1) Collected hr Mr S C ^lmtns in 1901 
There are some fiftv sets of these dice in this collection each con 
siting of six pieces of which three and three are alike Ther are 
made of bone of plum stones (figure 230) and of wool uniformly 
marked on one side with burnt designs. V few sets are made of fir 
eign material such as bine china brass buttons etc They closely 
resemble tlie dice used bv the bhoshom in IVvoming 
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Dakota (Brcle). South Dakota. (Cat. no 1(H42. 10143, 16552. 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsyl- 
vania.) 

Eleven plum-stone dice, apparently belonging: to two sets; basket in 
, which dice are thrown, made 
of woven grass, 8 inches in 
diameter at top and 2] inches 
deep, with bottom covered 
with cotton cloth (figure 

231) : set of thirty-two sticks 
Used in counting (figure 

232) , consisting of eleven 
rounded white sticks, about 
13 inches in length, fourteen 
similar black sticks, made of 
ribs of an old umbrella, about 12 inches, m length, and seven iron 
sticks, about 11 inches in length, consisting of ribs of an umbrella. 
Collected by Mr Horatio X Rust in 1873. 



,t top S inrbn. Braid Dakota lnil„n. South 
Dak ota. n,t no 10«3,Fr«jUnsoQinof Science 
and Art. Univeralt y of Pennaylraaia 



Fig SH Counting athka for plnm-atone da e length*. 11 Hand 11 lnchea, Braid Dakota Indiana, 
South Dakota, cat no ISmA Ftoo llnaeum of Sclrn* e and Art, Univoraityof Pennsylvania 


Dakota (Oclala). Pine Ridge reservation, South Dakota (Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania ) Im- 
plements for the game of kansu. 

Cat. no 22110. Set of six dice made of plum stones, polished, with 
inci-ed and burned marks. Two are marked on one face 
with a spider and on the reverse with a longitudinal line 
with three cross marks; two with a lizard, with tbrec transverse 
marks on the rever-e, and two with undetermined marks, as 
shown in figure 233, the reverses being plain 
Cat. no. 22120. Basket, tampa, 8) inches in diameter, having the bot- 
tom covered with a disk of hide (figure 234) . 
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Cal. no 22121 Wooden rap tampa, 3| wln-s in diameter and 2 
inches deep (figure 235) — a model such ns would In un-d hr a 
child 

These objects were collected br Mr Loms L Meeker,* who «nvs 
The gin e Is pt-iycd like (tier rich spider [11 sure 2.531 counts 4 each lizard 
3. and each turtle a There In a connection between the nnthc term for **i I ter 
Inktomi and the number 4 tips or tom The turtle presents jdx ilsll le mein 
bets when It walks An old woman here hi* jlum stone* marked with the 
above slgu* anil also with a f ice a thumb r hank amt a heir iruek sbi bat 



n* sm rig sm 


Via 233. ri am -atone dire Oglole PakoU Indiana, Pine Ridge reservation. Poutli Deknta rat 
no 22119 Free Museum of Bctancoand Art UolTrr'it J- of reonaylT»nui 
Flo 214 Pasket for dire diameter £| inches. Oglilta DakotA Indiana, Pine Ridge reeerratlou, 
Poo til Dakota cal no 22131. Free Moeeam of Science end Art, Umvereltyof Pennsylvania 
FlO 235, Wooden cop for dice diameter 3t inches, Oglnla Dakota Indians, Pine R dpe reeer. 
Valina. South Dakota rat. no Enfl. Free Vmnn ot Sdenra and Art, rnivennty ol PeiiMy' 
rsnla 

three jet* of three pairs each The third pet hears a buffalo face on one and 
mnrks that represent the pickets of i huff iloomrrouud mi the tilers Those 
were used only to secure success In the buffalo bunt The tenge rs were sscrl 
flees 

Dakota (Santee) Minnesota 

Philander Prescott * gms the following account in Schoolcraft 
They play with a dish and use plum stones figured and marked Keien la the 
game Sometimes they throw the whole count at others they throw two or 
three times but frequently utlss anti the next one takes the dish The dish 
which they rlay in la round and will hold stout 2 quarts. Wouhu ploy this 
game more than the men and often lo«e all their trinkets at It 
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Schoolcraft* describes the game of kuntah^o, which he translates 
as the game of the plum stones.” He figures five sets of stones, 
each consisting of eight pieces : 

In set A [figure 236] numbers 1 and 2 represent sparrow hawks with forked 
tails, or the forked tail eagle — Folco ferrates This is the so-called war eagle 
Numbers 3 and 4 are the turtle , which typifies, generally, the earth If 1 and 2 
fall upwards, the game Is won. If bat one of these figures falls upwards, and at 
the same time. 3 and 4 ate up. the game is also won The other numbers, 5, C, ?, 
and 8, are all blanks. B denotes the reversed sides of A, which are all blanks. 

Set C shows different characters with a single chief figure (5) which repre- 
sents the Falco furcaluA This throw Indicates half n time, and entitles the 
thrower to repeat it. If the same 


figure <31 turns up. the game U 1 
won Jf no sueeess attends It by A (J) 
turning up the chief figure, the 
throw passes to other hands. D Is u 
the reverse of set C and Is a blank B Q 

In set E, No S represents a 1 
muskrat- The three dots (7) Indi 
cate two-thirds of a throw, and 
the thrower can throw again, but ' 

If he get* blanks the second time © 0 
the dish passes od to the nert 
thrower Set F Is invested with 1 
different powers. No 1 repre- E (J 
Rents a buffalo, and 2 and 3 de- 
note thicken hawks, fluttering 4 
horizontally In the air. The chief F (£) 
pieces, 1. 2 3, have the same p, 0 a 
powers and modifications of 1 


® © © ® €> ® ® 

5 © ® 6 6 5 6 

© © ©4666 
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Cast a la plam-atoaa dice, Santee tmkota 
nOiana, Minneaet* from Schoolcraft. 


To ploy this game, a little orifice Is made In the ground and a skin put In Ik 
Often It Is also played on a robe The women ami young men play this game 
The bow-1 Is lifted with one hand about 3 or 4 inches and pushed suddenly 
dowu to Its place The pluoi stones fly over several times The stake la first 
put up br all who wish to pity A dozen can plaj at once If It be desirable. 


Dakoti (Teton). Cheyenne River agency, South Dakota (Cat. 

no. 1533C5, United States National Museum.) 

Set of seven plum stones, plain on one side and with marks burnt 
upon the other. 

Collected by Dr Z. T. Daniel. 4 who describes the game as follows 
under the name of kansu : 


This Is a very andeat game of the Sioux Indian*, played usually by elderly 
women, although young women and men of all ages play It Kansu Is an 
abbreviation of lantasu. which means plom seed. They drop the ta and call 
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Dakota (WinmoN and Sissetcx). South Dakota. 

Dr II. C. Yarrow* refers to the plum-stone game in his papei on 
Indtan mortuary customs, as described to lum by Dr Charles E 
JIcCliesney, U. S. Armj, a« follows: 


After the death »f a wealthy I mil in the, near relatives take charge of tlie 
e/T« ts and at a stated time — usually at IJie IJme of the first least held oier the 
bundle containing the lock of h <lr — t her are divided Into many email piles, so ns 
to give nil the Indians Invited to |>lav au opportunity to win something One 
Indian Is selected to represent the ghost, and be plays against all the others, 
w bn tire not roinlreil to state anything ou the result, hut simply Invited to take 
part in the ceremony srhiih I* usually held in the lodge of the dead person. In 
whhh Is contnlmal the bundle Inclosing the lock of hair In cases where the 
ghost himself Is not wealthy, the stakes are furnished by his riib friends, should 
he luive any The players *re railed In one at a time, and play singly against 
the ghost s representative, (be gambling being doue In recent years hy means of 
cants. If the Invited player succeeds In beating the 
ghost, he takes one of the piles of piods and passes out 
when another Is Invited to play, etc , until all the plies 
of goods are won. lu cases of men. only the men play, 
and In cases of women, the women only take part In the 
ceremony Before the while man came among these 
Indians and taught them nianr of his Improved vices 
this gnrne was plaved hr means of figured plutu seeds, 
the meu uslug eight and the women seven seeds, figured 
ns follows ami as shown In figure 237 Two seeds are 
simply blackened on one side I A A! the reverse (ao] 

- containing nothing Two seeds are black on one able, 
with a small s|>ot of the color of the »eed left In the 
center IBB] the reverse side 1 66] bating a black spot 
in the center, the bod} being pi tin. /Two seeds hare a 
buffalo's held on one side [C| and the reverse fc] 
simply two crossed black tines. There Is but one seed Fro sir Plan 
of tills kind In tlie set u-ed bv women Two seeds have 
the half or one side blackened sud the rest left plain, 
so as to represent n half moon IDD) . the recerse [ifd] 
has a black longitndinal hue crossed at right angles by six small one 
arc six throws wherebv the player can win and five tint entitle him ti 
throw. The winning throws ore as follows, each winner taking a pile of the 
ghost's good' 

Two plain ones np. two plain with black spots up. buffalo's head up. and two 
half moons up w IDs n pile Two plain black ones up two black with natural 
8 pot up. two longitudinally crossed ouee up and the transversely crossed one 
up wins a pile 

Two plaid black ones np two black with nature! spots up. two half moons up. 

and the transversely crossed one up wins a idle Two plain black ones, two 

black with uaturil spot up, two half moons np. and. the buffalo's head up wins 
a pile Two plain ones up two with Black spots up. two longitudinally crossed 
ones np, and the transversely crossed one up wins a pile Two plain ones op. 
two with black spots up. buffalo's head up and two loog crossed np wins a pile 

The following auxiliary throws entitle to another chance to win Two plain 

ones np two with blick spots up. ooe half moon np. one longitudinally crossed 


f 

op 0 0 
© 0 © 


Wnfcpeten and Sfaaeton 
Dakota Indiana, South 




It down 


the bowl thoroughly be gat down anil allowed the stones to settle on the bottODK 
and then they were counted thus If .ill the spotted and striped sides were 
uppermost, the plajer won. unless some one else tlesl him. If he threw four 
spotted ones it was the same is four nees In curds In the game of bluff, but 
If be threw three spotted and two strljied ones It was equivalent to a full lnnd 
of bluff, and so on. tbe only difference lieln™ that when all the spotted nml 
striped sides were turned up. it showed n higher hand than four nees and when 
all the blank sides were ;uni''l up It showed n flush that ranked next to tbe 
highest hand and above tbe four Rees. 

Dakota (Tanktonai) Denis lake, North Dakota. (Cat. no. 

2355G, 23557, United States National Museum.) 

Six plum-stone dice, part of two sets of four eacli The designs are 
burnt, and two— the fourth and fifth— have perforations on both 
sides (figure 239), Collected by Mr Paul Beckwith in 1870. 

The two dice to the left bear a buffalo’s head on one side and a 
pipe or calumet on the rexcrse. The die on the right has an eagle, 
or thunderbird, with lightning symbol, on the reverse. 

-® (§> ® © © ® 

•© © 0 © © © 

Fin S3P Plum -stone dice <o, obverse t. reverse), diameter, about | lucb \unktoum Dakota 
lu&lun. Nor 1* Dakota eat to. 23»* OAST. Carted States National llvftnu 

Devils Lake re-ei vation. North Dakota (Cat no <>01C9, 

60121 , Field Columbian Museum.) 

Seven plum stones ‘eared on one side (figure 210), and an oblong 
wooden bowl, with handle, about 14 inches in length 
These were collected by Dr George A. Dorsey, who describes the 
game as follows . 


These are Used Id tbe C nt Head [P.ihaksi) game of Kansu The dice "re plum 
stones and are seared oil one side with various devices, which occur In pairs with 
an odd stone The odd stoije with central markings and eight radiating lines. 
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MijncH- I tick t«]iiat m nil marked aide* ilon n. *nkyapfs<e white 10, all 
marked side* d wn except alone •». all mnrtnl "Me* <1 mo. excel 1 one. neat 3. 
nil marked sides d >*rn excel t one common. 1 nil marke<l st lew up. except one 
common 1 This pome ts played exclo.il ret) by women and Invariably for 

•toods® 

® 9 ® ® 0 0 0 

Flu SOX Plam-stooe dice- Yanktonal Patou la-lUn*. IVrlu Let" inr-rntj,#^ North tfekuta. 
rsL o». arm FVkl OoJosibUn Mwan. 

IIintTSt North Dakota (Cat. no M2’> Vnilcd Males National 
Museum ) 

Set of four bone ‘taxes made from cores of elk horn hi inches in 
length eleven -iitei nths of nn inch in width in iniihlh anti about 
one sixteenth of an inch thick the outer rounded face of the 
bone market] with lines and dots. fillet! m with faint ml paint. 
o> shown in figun. 241. there lieing two pur- marked alike; tht 
opposite side unmarked and showing texture of bone, ends 
rounded Collected l»v I>r Washington Maitliew>. L S trmv, 
and described as w omen's gambling instrument- 
Doctor Matthews stated in a Utter to tlie writer that the-i bone 
stale- were not thrown =o as to rebound but gentlt end- down on a 
blanket 



Iowa. Missouri 

Catlin • describes a game among the Iowa iimhr the name of 
konthogra game of platter 

This la the fascinating game of the women and exclusively tbelr own. played 
with a number of little blocks of wood the size of a half-crown piece matted 
with certain points for counting ibe game to be decided bv throw a as they are 
shaken Into a bowl and turned • nt on a sort of pillow The let* nrc made 
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Maudan. Fort Berthold, North Dakota (Cat. no. 8427. United 
States National Museum.) 

Set of five bone dice, with incised designs (figure 242) filled in with 
red paint, and basket of woven grass (figure 243). 7J inches in 
diameter at top and 3 inches deep; with the dice ii small claj 
effigy, 1J inches in length, with legs outspread and with arms and 
head missing (figure 244) Collected by Dr Washington Mat- 
thews, U. S. Army. 

Catlin 4 mentions the game of the platter among the Mandan 


M*od*n Indian* Furt Berthold North 


Omaha. Nebraska. 

Dr J. Owen Dorsey 4 gives the following account under the name 
of plum-stone shooting, ka*'-si kide : ' 

Fite plant stones are provided three of which are marked on one aide only 
with a greater or smaller number of black dots or lines and two of them are 
marked on both sides , they are. however, sometimes made of tione of a rounded 
or flattened form somewhat like an orbicular button mold tbe dots In till* <nsp 
being Impressed A wide dish and a certain number of small stick* b\ the 
way of counters are also provided Any number of persons way play thl* 
game, and agreeably to the number engaged lu It Is the uiiantttv of stick* or 
■counters The plum stones or bones are pi iced In n dish, and a throw Is made 
by sltnplj Jolting the vessel against tbe ground to make the seeds or t>onea 
rebound, and they are counted os thev lie when they fall. The party play* 
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Ponca, who vent fit e plum stones to a young woman whom he secured 
by magical arts, afterward telling her: “Keep the plum sfonev for 
gambling. You shall always win. 5 ” 

JViKJren ico Black River Falls, Wisconsin. (Cat. no. 32157. Free 


Museum of Science and 
Art, Unner-ity of Penn- 
sylvania ) 

Wooden bowl, highly polished with 
use, inches in diameter, 
and eight bone di-ks. five- 
eighth'' of an inch in diameter, 
one side smooth and white, 
the other stained dark blue 
(figure 247). Collected b\ 
MrT.lt. Roddy. 

Prairie du Chien. Wisconsin. 

Caleb Atwater* says: 



Fio £47 Boos dice diameter, i inch tvln- 

Frw Museum of S. leure and A rt- Unjver 
•itr Pmn-«7lv»n» 


The women play n gune among themselves, using pieces of hone* about the 
ri*e and which b ire the appearance ot n common button mol A. They are an cut 
vat tint one side Is l>!.yrklsb and the other white A considerable nuinlier of 
these button molds are placed In n smnll wooden bowl and throw n up lu It a 
certain number of times when the white sides up are counted. 


SK ITTAGET tS STOCK 

Hatoa. Skidegate, Queen Charlotte islands, British Columbia. 

Dr C. F. Xewcombe states that this tribe hare the chair-shaped dice 
figured among the Kwakiutl and Thngit and gives the following 
account of the game, obtained m 1001, under the name of gadegan- 

Ten counters of slips of wood or of long bones of 
birds are placed between two players. The first 
throw In the gouie Is won by the player who scores 
the highest In the preliminary throw lug. which con 
tlnues until the advantage t* gained In the alter 

Scoring— The following are the winning positions 
| figure L’Jl} Supine 1 1). scores 1 ; prone (2> with 
the back and under surface uppermost . erect (31 
or natural position of a ilmlr. 2. resting on the 
front edge (A), back uppermost. A. 

lowing positions.— If the die fills and remains on 
either side The player continues to throw nntll the 
die falls on Its side fntl! the pot Is exhausted w in 
tiers draw counters from It. and afterward from tlielr opponents idle The 
game pies on until one player baa won all the counters. Men and women play 
In different! v 
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FlO TA Stick die 
Thru* Indiana, I* 

■coand Art UnWcndtjr , 
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Mr Ch»rle» F. Luminis* gives th*» following account of the game 

in I-Oeta: 

The !<•»$■* gather forty smooth stone*. the alxe 
In • circle about 3 feet In diameter Between e 
Is a Kate of -4 nr 5 Ini In'S. Tlio** Kale* are 
called ply hlali rivers. In the renter of the 
circle. pt trt nAbt lab. jm to) !«««■ I* |Jimvi 1 n 

large o/liUdlmH', aninulh on.) a [■proximate!} 

B it on top, calleil bvec-oh ttelf There I* 
your pa t»l ground 

The p.1 to! «t(cl.«, which are the moot I in 
pertain port of the paraphernalia, are three 
In iitimlxT Sometime* they arc made to 

splitting troui dry branches, ami sometimes b> p,„ Stick dice length, tjiocW; 

whittling from a solid block The « hlef c«wen “ 

flat la tint the wood la> firm am! hard. The 
stick* are 1 to 5 Inilxw long. al->ut an Inch 
wide, and a quarter of an Inch thick, and mint 

bare their side* flat. W> that ttw three tuny te clasped together 'er> much n< one 
bold* a pen. hut more nearly jarpendl.ular, with the tliunili and Brat three Bn 
P’r< of the right InmL Each adek la plain on one aide and marked on the other, 
cene ratty with diagonal notclie* aa shown In figure 12511 
The only other requisite la a kah ntd-deh. borae. for each player of whom 
there may !*> a» many aa can aeat themselves aronml the pa tol house The 
borv la merely a tariff or atlek used oa a marker lVheu the pl-ircr* bate 
seated themselves, the first take* the pa tol sticks tightly In hi* right band, 
ttftn them about an htjb an his chin. ami. bringing tliem down 
Km t with a smart tertiral tft-uafyrrj'/f V» Jq>tr*»n the center stone, 
lets p> of them when they ore nllfilu some'll Inches of It The 
ESQ * three sticks strike the stone as one. bitting on their end* 
_ squsrely. and rcl«>umllng several Inche*. fall buck Into the clr- 

[jyy * ,le The manner In which they fall decides the denomination 

j— , | — | of the throw. and the different values ore shown In figure 1251) 
UUfcJ 10 Although at first flush this might seem to make It li game of 
Fasara n cham-e, nothing could be farther from the truth Indeed, no 
bJbltJ really aboriginal ginie Is s true game or thanee, the Inieotlon 

put £".I Counts „r Hut dangerous and delusive playthlDg was reserved for 
clvillxcd Ingenuity. 

An expert [SI tol player will throw the number he desires 
almost unfailing certainty by bis arrangement of the sticks 
Is bind and the manner and force with which be strikes 
them down. It Is a dexterity which anyone may acquire by sufficient practice, 
and only thus. The five throw Is deemed very much the hardest of nil, and I 
have certainly found It so 

According to the number of his throw the player moves his marker nn equal 
nuitibev id rteus* VumvA iso Atae ttrtVe, to&Vwg iiat «t Vo* rtser* as a starting 

point If the throw Is fire, for Instance lie lays his hone between the rourtb 

and fifth atone*, and binds the pn tol sticks to the next man. If his throw be 

ten. however, n* the Brat nun's first throw Is very certain to be It lands his 

horse In the second river, and he has another throw. The second man may 
make his starting point tbe same or another river and may elect to run bis 


Tigs* It 
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mining the count. One fl it nuil one notched round side up count 1 . two Oat 
and on* notched round side up. X . throe tint shies up X three round sides up 
10: two flit and notched stick up. 13. When 

the count is 10 or 15. the player Is entitled to 

another throw, bach pliyer is prov Ued « ith u 

small stick for a counter This Is railed r horse 

Ail player* start from the same place and mure 
their hnr«e« forward between the stones »i- 
cord ins to their score. In the same or opposite 
directions. #< they < house If one player scon's 
so tint bn counter comes to a plan* occupied by 
tlie counter of a previous pi iyer, the first pljyer 
must remove bis counter or horse and start 
mrilii. except It l>e in one of the spaces or piles 
which may Is* occupied by two or more horse, 
at the same time. The one who first mores his counter completely round the 
circle is the winner. 

Tew a. Santa Clira, >*ew Mexico. (Cat. no. KOJM, Field Colum- 
bian Museum.) 

Four sticks (figure 2W), 4J inches in length, one side flat and un- 
marked and the other round with bark on, two of the rounded 
sides w ith litci-cd marks. 

Tlier were collected by Mr W. C. B. Biddle, who describes the game 
as follows: 

This pmie la played with four short two-faced lots, two of which hear 
special markings on the obverse side. In playing the 
pime forty small [lobbies arc placed on the pound In 
the form of a hollow square Two small sticks or 
feathers, to be used later on us markers, are placed 
at tbe opening In one corner In the renter of the 
square la ft fiat stone or Inserted cup 
The game lioglns by one of the rlajers taking the 
four staves In hand and casting them on one end on 
tbe stone or cup. Tbe count la determined by the 
character of the uppermost side of the staves, and Is 
ns follows All flat sides down count 10 all round 
Sides down. 5. two flat sides down. 3 In registering the count tbe counting 
sti< h Is moved about tlie stone circuit I) cording to the value of tpe throw 
The game Is ended when one of the counting sticks has made the entire 

Santa Clara, New Mexico (Cat. no. 17G707, United States 

National Museum.) 

Set of three blocks of wood, 5) inches in length, 1 inch m breadth, 
and three-eighths of an inch in thickness (figure USSf ; fiat aucf 
painted red on one side; the opposite side rounded and painted 
reddish brown 


luumiiiiimi 

Fid Eg Slltk dlo- length. 
<) Inches; T«w» Indues. 
Santa CUra. I*ew Mexico 
cat. no. arerfl. F iold Colnm 
bUqMmwom. 
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Flo S.I Stick dice- length, 1| 
in. L.w Tewa Indiana, Narnbo, 
New Mexico cat no. 17TJ4. Field 
Colombian Monoom 
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Tiuua. T.ios, Xew Mexico. (Cat.no. 20123, Free Museum of Science 
aiul Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Set of three sticky 4} inches m length, three-fourths of an inch broad, 
and of an inch thick (figure 25G), one side round, 

with bark, and the other flat. 

One of the sticks has eight transverse cuts on the bark side, us 
shown in the figure, with the opposite flat side smeared with red 
paint. They are accompanied by two twigs, 4} inches in length, with 
sliarjiened ends, one haring two nicks cut near one end to distin- 
guish it. 

The-* objects are employed in the game of casehcapana (Spanish, 
pastor), of which the collector, Or T. P. Martin, of Taos, has fur- 
nished the following account . 

A circle, from 2 to 3 fret lu diameter fflgore 257) Is marked on the ground 
with small »tones. One humlnsl and 


slity stones are used, with larger ones 
at each quarter, dividing the tlicle 
Into four quarter* of forty atone* each. 
A line AB Is marked out as n riser, 
nod Is usually marked from east to 
n e*t The line CD Is designated as a 
trnlL A large stone Is placet] la the 
center. t 

There are tuo pbijtra. <vnh of « hum 
takes one of the little tw'ps which 
are known ns horses. A player tikes 
the three stones, holds them together, 
and droit! them vertically upon the 
' large stone lie enunt* according to 
their fajl, and mo'es bis horse as 
many places around the rirrult Ibej 
throw and move In turn, going Id op- 
jiosite directions one st trtlng from 
K and the other from 51 If 51 
passes point B before K reaches It, 
and meets K*h horse anyn here around 



celebration. 
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CuvToqcoT West com of Vancouver island Bnti«h Colnmbn 
(Cat no ,Jfi, Vmencin Museum of Natural Historj ) 

Set of four beaver teeth dice two with dots and two with crossed lines 
(figure 2 j 8) Collected by Mr F Jacob 
,n 1807 

{&/ One pilr with circular deigns are called Ibe women 

and tbe other pair with straight lines the men. The 
■ • i one man with the more elaborate design* l* trump 

^ Ten counters are placed tietween the pin vers, one of 
whom tosses tbe dice when two men or two women 
fall face np he wins odc counter wheu the tramp 
/Kfr — falls face up and all the others face down, or rice 
fjr 'n versa be wins two count* re. The game Is won b* the 




player who gets all the counters. 
DrC F \eweombe writes 


f ,i W In Uns game the Uaroquot mart two of tbe teeth 

> with clrcnlar dots 000 ami two with Incised cross 
Fla as B»T*r-»««th dice . 
length S toil Inehw, Cleyo- n ”” * 5 * T * ' ' 

qnot tnduas, Yeoreorer One of the dotted teeth is oNrt marked bv a circular 
Men 1 British Oolnmb « black hand and this I* colled the man. and the other 
t»t. no ,11, Aroilm S 5 n |be wom 

iwmn of Nstnrsl Hl?*ory Q{ t(te i nc i»ed teeth, the ode with more dednlte or 

stronger marts i» the man uni tbe other the wouiniu 
The game is called x. Isyrk No specimens were seen bnt the lofonnatlou 
was obtained from “Annie” the daughter ©I Alliu a well known chief of the 
trllie 

KwAKitra. D-awadt, Knight s inlet British Columbia 

Dr C F Newcombe describes tbe be-irer tooth dice game at this 
place under tbe mime of midale Tliev sav it came from the Stick 
Indians (Tahlhin) It is now olisolete It was a woman’s gambling 
game IVhen all four come A 

§ up alto to, count 2 

Vancouver island feF 

British Columbia ^ 

Dr Tranx Boas* de /^NfV 

scribes the«e Indians as ft*/ 'V’g 

Fi «a wooJra using wooden dice (figure _ ^ _ „ . 

aw K«*Uutl . * ,, ? F10 »0- Bam l«e»h dice length, 

lndWM, British 5 sW) in a game called el S to *1 inche*. Mskiih ladu™, 
c^mh-trom ba , u uw casts count 

nceordmg to the narrow *«» 

ness of the side-.. Tlie dice collected bv him were in the V orld s 
Columbian ENpo*itiotu 
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Dr C. F. Ncwcombe informs me that after very careful inquiry 
he is unable to find this game among the Kwakiutl The name 
eilmyn is similar to hbuiu, that of the stick game. 

M\kah. Xeah bay, Wa-hmgton. (Cut. no. 23351. United States 
National Mn-eum.) 

Seven be.ner teeth, probably part of two or more sets. Two, right 
and left, apparently from the same animal, are similarly marked 
on the flat side with chevron pattern (figure 2C0, a, £■). 

Two, also apparently from the same animal, are marked with 
circle, and dots (figure SCO c, d). Two teeth, right and left, are 
marked with three chevrons and one odd tooth has ten circles 
The following account of the game is gi\en by the collector, Mr 
.1. 0. Swan:* 

I'our teeth are u»ed , one aide of each bus marks and the other Is plain If all 
four marked sides come up or all four plain sides the throws form n double. If 
two marked and two plain ones come up It Is n single, uneven numbers lose 
Ife states also that this game is usually played by the women, and 
that the lieaver teeth nre shaken in the hand and thrown down.* 

"Seali buy, Washington. (Cut no. 37378, Free Museum of 

Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 



Fur 



Four beater-teeth dice (figure 261), two with incised chevrons on 
one side and two with circles with center dot; reverses plain, 
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length, 2 indies. One tooth marked with circles, is tied with a 
string around the middle 

Thirty «raall bones (figure 262) 4J inches in length, aceompiirn the 
dice as counters, katsaiac Collected bv the on ter in 1000 
The *et is contained in a cotton cloth Iwtg in which uho was the 
charm (figure 2t>3), or medicine, koi, u^ed to secure success Tlus 
consists of & dried fungus, which is rubbed on the hands and the 
tooth of a small rodent 

Dr George A. Dorse} • describes the following game 
Ehis The* la the well known game of the beaver-teeth Olce and Is played bv 
women throughout Hie extent ot tbe Northwest Terri t r) Of tills game thiei 
set* were collected one ot which la Imperfect There ore four teeth In each full 
set two of which usually the lower are decorated with Incised lines, ciilhllrbl 
o tl which refer merely to tbc markings. The other ] ilr are v arlon«Iy deco- 
rated with a single row of circles or circles arranged In group" The*e ore 
known as lulkotlltti dotted leeth In two of the sets one of tbe dotted dice la 
further distinguished by means of a band of black yarn alwut the center This 
V* known ns ijulx^ols or (mow The teeth arc thrown from tbe h ml ui« n tbe 
ground or upon a blanket hi en the marked a des of nil four teeth lie upper 
inoat the count Is 2 and Is known as dbabas or all down. It ben tbe four plain 
aides lie uppermost the cuunt I* also 2 and Ib know»i as tascoas or without 
marks. t\ h“n the two ditted dice fall face down on i the cross-hatch dice fgU 
face uppermost then the count Is 1 chllltchcons or cross-hatch dice up Tbe 
exact reterse of this also couuta 1 and Is known as tolrocons or dots down. 
t\ beu one of the teeth Is further distinguished by being wrip|>od with a bind, 
band the count Is somen bat different all the marked sides uppermost counting 
4 while the wrapped tooth up with three blank teetb count 4 nUo The 
remaining cor uta art us l>eforc described 

NoiiTKA Vancouver island, British Columbia (Cat no IV 4. 

145T, Berlin Museum fur Volkerkunde ) 



Fig me Flit ««. 

FlO M. Bono dli-c length. » lochc*. Nootks Indun*. V*nc. over i«Uj» I. British Colamt Is 
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Sot of four flat curved pieces of bone, 2 inches m length, imitation's 
in form of hosier teeth; two marked on one side with spots and 
two with chevrons (figure 264), the 'opposite «ules plain. Col- 
lected by Sir Samuel Jacob-on. 

It is de-enbed by the collector under the name of todjik a» a 
woman's game. The counts are as follows: Four marked -ides up 
count 2: four blank sides up. 2; two hole sides and 2 blank up. 1 ; 
one hole side and three blank up. 0; two line sides and two blank 
up, *2; two line sides, one blank, and one hole side up. 4 The game 
i« plajed on blankets, the count being kept with ‘mall sticks. 

Another «et of four flat curved bone dice (figure 265). 1| tnche- 
in length, similar to the preceding, but with pointed ends, is included 
under the same number. 


WAS no AX STOCK 

.Wv.no Car-on valley and Lake Tahoe, Nevada 

Dr J. W. Ilud-on describes the following game played by women: 
Twelve small sticks. 4 Inches long bj three-eigbtb* of an inch wide, of 'pi it 
willow (So hr agrtfntia), beat anil painted m) on the Bat side are cast up and 
caught In n winnowing basket Tbe counts are as follows All red up coimt 
6; two red nix l; one red up 2. all plain op. 0 
Tbe sticks are called ltpawkaw the game, pokoera, and tbe pebble counters, 
dtek. “atones.” 

WETRPEKAX STOCK 

Yvbok. Ilnpa Valley reservation, California 

Dr Pliny E. Goddard gate nte the Yurok name of the shell dice 
Used by the Hupa Indians ns tekgorpos. 

M ISH03RAK STOCK 

Bata wat Blue Lake, California. 

An Jndmn of this tnbe who was interrogated by the writer at 
Bine Lake in 1900 recognized the shell dice (figure 91) which he had 
collected in Hupa valley and gave the name as goplauwat: large 
dice, docted; small dice, koshshop; concave sides, tsusank; convex 
sides, bok=howarish. 

YU WAX STOCK 

Cocop 4 Poll or a. Mexico (Cat. no. 761 Go, United States National 
Mibenffl.) 

Set of four sticks of willow* wood, 8 inches long, about If inches 
broad, and one-half inch thick (figure 200) Flat on one 
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side, wlucli is uniformly marked lengthwise in the center with 
a band of red p;*uit ibout one half inch m y idth , oppo ite 
side rounded and unpainted Collected bv Dr Edn ard Palmer 



Fin fHS» stick <U-c length 8 inch**; Coeops Indians. Sonora, Mexico cot do 81ff> Du ted 
Haaasctai Vmc.ua 

Air G Wharton James has fumi'hed tlie writer nn account of the 
following game (figure 267) 

Souatteil around a circle or small stoops, tbe circle having an openloe at a 
certain portion of lu circumference called tbe yam-se-tyslb-ye-ha. and n 1 tree 
flat stone in the center called tea be-cbe-ka tlie Uaraxupil play tbe pnne called 
Ime-ta-quei'-cbe-l.a \ny nun her of plijers can engage In Ihe gni e 



The players are ihoM*n Into si lea. The first player logins tlie game by bold 
Mg In his hanl three [ lews of short stick white on o ic side an I red on the 
other These ell V» are called toh-le-ya and take tl e place of our din. Tbey 
are filing raj Idly upon tbe central stone tal be-che-ta and n« tbey fill counts 

are made x follows Three Lllm op cou> t JO t*o white*, one ml up * 

two reds oi e white ui 3 three reds. 5. Tallies are kej t by placing short 
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sticks between the stones hue. that compose the circle ODe side counting in 
one direction from the opening aDd the other keeping tally in the opposite 
direction. 

Maricopa. Arizona (Cat. no. 292C, Brooklyn Institute Museum.) 
Four sticks (figure 2CS), T inches in length, one side flat and painted 
red. and the other rounded. Collected in 10(H by Mr Louis L. 
Meeker. 

The collector describes the game under the name of kain*l«h . 

A Joint of cone quartered will servo Instead of the sticks The four flat sides 
np count 1; the four round nde» up count 2. the other throw*, nothing, 
though sometimes they lure values agreed upon also The count Is made by 
marking In the du*t. The game Is for b points, or as many as are agreed upon. 



Pic »»• Slick dice, length T Inchee. yiancops Indians Arizona cat do S'*. Brooklyn InsQ 
tate Si oaf am. 

Tlie following abstract of Maricopa mythology, furnished by Mr 
Meeker, refers to the game with four sticks: 

Table of i/cncrattoni 

l First principles' 

Females Vat the Earth 
III i-<h. the Moon 
Stales 11} slab the Sky 
Hlasli the Sun 

II. Offspring (Originally hermaphrodites) 

(1) Terrestrial I of the Earth by the Sky) 

Koknint mod 

Ivokmat h-alrk his brother 

(2) reWlat (of the Moon h> the Sun) 
tlatelowlsh epnsh. Onj ote roan 
Quokwh ifii'h To! man 

Our mui In the moon I* IlatelowUh. «r Quokosh The Ilrother seems to have 
been the fir-t handiwork of II iteJowi*b epash lie U also identified with the 
Spider Woman, w ho spuu the web on which the earth was deposited 

Once when there wn* yet no earth, a whirls lml came down out of the eky Into 
the tnrbid water, and the' were man nmt wife 
Tw Ins came Winds earned them about daring tbeir long Inf iney childhood, 
and early manhood. 

At length the elder ib-ingcd the other Into a spider and sent him to stretch 
webs north and south, east and west, and lietween point* Then a ilo*e web in* 
woven outward from the etnter. where the lines cro«seil. On this plant the 

earth wa* built of sediment deposited hr the water The elder brother then 

shaped the earth. The »ly was so close the sun soon dried and cracked It up 
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r an the third time Corote being put of breath sent Fox 1 b hi* stearl but K ok mat 
a!«o sent hi* brother When the two chief characters ran again, they passed 
tigether hr the vessel containing the seed, and each tried to tick It on liefore 
him so the race ceased and the contest toot on a different form W hen they 
had tried very long iinl neither hail gained any advantage Fox proposed to cost 
lot* with foor sticks, one etch for Kokmat. lil* brother Coyote, and I ox He 
made the stick* h ilf white and half red and, hiding them asked hot mat w hich 
color were the stick* for himself and hi* brother purporting to torn the sticks In 
hi* own favor But Kotmat made him strike them upward with a stone to 
count one If all fell white two If nil fell ml nn<l nothing if they fell mixed. 

While they played. Coyote and Fox cheating and quibbling in every conceit 
able wav the sticks verr seldom fell all of i color Kokmat meantime had tbo 
red headed woodpecker carrying away the seed In hi* bill to all parts of the 
world. 

From the allies of the wornau and the ashes of all the wood* and from all the 
seed* that were powdered sprang up the | resent generation. 

The mortar stones, ao 1 earthem vessel* used were copied by men Caskets 
and woven mats were patterned after Spider a webs The games we play rep- 
vo*ent the contests between Kokina t and hi* Drother ( Spider i or Kokmat anl 
Coyote / 

Each of tbe«e four were both male and female but tbe female aide of Spider 
became tbe wife of Kolniat who alone married. 

Mission Indian# Me-a Grande. California (Field Columbian Mu 
-eum ) 

Cat no C253T Tour wooden *ta\e% 1- inches long and 1J inches 
wide, marked on one face with burnt lines as -how n in figure 
209 



rir *» fig n> 


fmya stick dice- length, li laches- hlura. Mow Clrsnd*. Csiitorws CSV no assy 

Flo m Suck die® «nd bc*rd length ot slicks. Si Inches, length of board. 9 inchss, Mission 
Indians, Mom Orando. California, cat no- Sgkn, Field Oolsmbian Mnncam 

These were collected bv Mr C B Watkins, who describe* them as 
u«ed in the same of can wel-o The sticks are thrown with an over 
hand movement The marked *ide-. are counted The game is played 
in «ilcnee 

Cat no 02536 Four wooden “ticks 3} inches in length and seven- 
eighths of an inch wide, round on one side and flat on the other, 
the latter being marked with burnt cross line- as -how n in figure 
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270; accompanied by a wooden tablet, 7 by 9 inches, marked with 
holes counting 10 on a side 

These were collected by Mr C. B. Watkins who describes the game 
under the name of serup. Each stick has a l alue known by the 
marks. The tablet serves to keep the count of the throws. 

Mohave. Arizona. (Cat. no. 10331. United States National Mu 
seum.) 

Set of four blocks of cottonwood, 6} inches in length, 2 inches m 
width, and one-half inch in thickness, section ellipsoidal: one 



side painted red. with designs as shown in figure 271, and the 
opposite side unpainted. Collected by Dr Edward Palmer and 
described as u<=ed by women. 

In a letter to the writer Doctor Palmer states' 

The game Is scored according as tbe plslo or painted sides are up. as eacl* 
may choose. Three rounds constitute a game One stick b laid down to Indl 
cate which side Is to count. Tbe paint ou the sticks consists of mesquite gum 
dissolved In water 
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Mohave. Lower California (Mexico) (Cat. no 2-41bf United 
st ites National Museum.) 

bet of four blocks of willow wood* i> inches in length 11 inches in 
width, and five-eighths of an inch in thickness, one Mile flat and 
painted brown with de-igns (figure 272) similar to those on the 
preceding the opposite «ide rounded and unpainted Collected 
bv Dr Edward Palmer 



Vvizona ( Peabody Museum of American krchseology and 

Fthnolouv ) 

Cat no 100*X> S*t of four gambling «tiek« 5) inches in length and 
1J inches in width marked on oi e face with designs ns shown in 
figure 7 i3 the opposite *ide plain 

Cat no. 10000 Ins. 'Set of four gambling sticks. 3) to 31 inches in 
length and iloeu sixteenths of an inch in width marked on one 
face with red and black designs, the opposite side plain. Both 
collected bi Dr Edward Palmer 

f-ort Mohave Vnzona (Cat no COHw 60°t C iyeld Colum 

bian Mu-eum ) 

Fo ir wooden blocks inches in length and 2f inches in width 
roun 1 on one sidi the other flat and marked with brown paint, 
as buwn m figure 274 
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Mr John J. McKoui. the collector, describes the game under the 
name of hotau : 

This gntne is played with (our billets one tide of which is fiat The clivers 
liy one stick on the ground flat side down, then they throw the three remain 
Ing sticks with the hand and let them fall upon the ground. If all fall with 
the same side .up it counts one The game Is for i or 5 points The sticks are 
given to different players when two sticks fail the same side up This is a 
gambling game. bed*, blankets, ponies and sometimes wives being wagered 
Walapai. Walapai reservation, Arizona. (Field Columbian Mu- 
seum ) 

Cat. no. 61099. Three wooden blocks (figure 2'5). 3J mche; by 
three- fourth* of an inch, one side plain and rounded and the 
other flat with painted red streak. 




Cat- no. 61100. Three wooden blocks (figure 276). 4 inches by seven- 
eighths of an inch, one side plain and rounded, the other flat, 
with painted design*, two alike and one odd. 

Cat. no C320C. Three wooden blocks (figure 277). 4} inches by 1 
inch, one side pfain and reunited, (he other flat and painted with 
brown dots. 

Cat. no. 63209, Three wooden blocks (figure 2TS). 4J inches by 
three-fourths of au inch, one side plain and rounded, the other 
flat with painted designs, two alike and one odd. 
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The^e were collected bt ilr H F Ewinp who ga\ e the following 
account of the game under the name of tawfa 
The Walapif call this game taw fa from the manner of throwing the sticks 
agaln«t a stone The rt«r ls a» follows 

Place fifty small stones In a circle about 4 feet In diameter arranging litem 
close together except nt one point la the circle 
cKr a az . which remains open. Opposite this open spice a 

larger stone 1* i laced. These stones are the 
°Q counter* and tie jntne is et anted 1 i moving the 
© stones around the circle \n moil nnmtier of 

g 0, stones is | laced on each side of the large stone 

J Q o and wbl bever routes taut gets t * tl e large stone 

O 8 first wins In playing tl i pinu one | -orson takes 

O Jl the little billets of wood which are three in nnm 

V ° jn her rounded on one si le anl fiat on the other 

^tT and holds them between the thumh anil first two 
fingers so that they are parallel She throws 
them so that the three en Is will strike on a 
large stone In tl e center of the circle: Tl e count 


°e> oooo ° 

Flu r» Circuit tor stick Ok 
WslApal Indian^ Wslsrwl c 


ition. Aruona ftomikctcJi f, aK follows One fiat si le up counts 1 two 


jy Mr IL P Ewing 


flat sides uj . 


e fist sides up ■" three fiat 


sides down 10 This game of taw Ts I* little played now atuoug the ttalapnl 
canl* haring taken Its place 

Tcjia *<rt "iuma, Arizona (Cat no I\ B 1< TO Berlin Museum 
fur Volherkunde ) 



Set of four blocks of wood,G| inches m length, 1} mche-. tn width and 
five-eighths of sn inch in thickness one side flat and painted 
with designs, as shown in figure °S0 in ml opposite =ide 
rounded and painted red. 

The collector Mr Samuel Jacobsen give® the name a» tadak, and 
states that it is a woman s game. 
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Ycsti. Fort Yuma, San Diego county. Arizona (Cat. no 63429, 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four woollen blocks, 5| inches in length ami lj} inches wide, with flat 
Fide- decorated with ml paint, as shown in figure 2S1 The collec 
tor, Sir S. C. Simms, descubes them ns used in the game of otnh 


a ) 

ll-agggTs) 





rio SHI stick dice len K lh, Si inrim- Yornj Indira, Fort Ynm» Arizona ot Co «3L», Held 
OolnmMzn Mnzrnnj 

— Colorado river, California. 

Lieut. IV. II. Emory • says: 

Thej plnj another [(rime] ultlintliks. like Jnckatraws. 

Colorado river, California. (Cat. no. S3G2, 7G, Rijks Eth- 
nographic lies Museum, Leiden.) 




Set of four blocks of wood, G mches in length and 1 inch in width, 
one side flat and painted with designs, as shown in figure 2S2, in 
dark brown on a whitened surface. 


Wnsblo; 


24 ETH — Ou u 14 
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These were collected b> Dr 11 F C ten Kate, jr, who gives the 
name as otochei He refer* to this game as played onlj by women ■ 

In replv to rnv inquiry in reference to the words tadah and otochei, 
given bv the collector as the names of the preceding Ynman game-, 
Dr V* S Gatihet writes 

t have not been able to discover any luma or Mohave words resotnl line jour 
Otocbe-i and ttddk either In the vocabularies In our vaults or In tbo*e that I hare 
I nbllshed myself in the Zettschrift 1 dr Ethnologic The term “ Toma " refers to 
a tribe which during the last forty years bad a reservation at the confluen e of 
the Gita and Colorado rivers who seem to have resided on New river near the 
Mohave desert In California Yuma Is also used at present to comprehend all 
the languages or dialects cognate with the Yuma dialect at the above confluence, 
under thenameof Yuma linguistic family Your word otoche-l has pretty nearly 
the ring of bo Artec or better NabuaO word. 

ZtNIVN STOCK 

Zxrvi Zum New Mexico (Cat no 20031, free Museum of Science 
and Art University of Pennsylvania ) 

Set of four «UcV5 inches in length, in tw o pairs, each of which 
consists of n length of rml split in the middle 



Eig 2*1 Fig SM 


Flo » 3. Sacrificial ana da.e (rvrer»e ZnJU Indiana. ZnBt, Krw Jfeilco rat. no. arm. Frva 
Ml*am of Science and Art tTulmrsity of PennsjVfanta 
Fia tst sarnflrJal etna d c* fobven*, Ungti. 51 Inchra. ZnM Indiana, Zntl New Hritco- 
cat no. aim Free 11 afleum of Science and Art, U&jrerMtr of Pennsylvania 

The inner sides of the reed are painted os Cloven in figure 283 and 

the opposite rounded sides scratched with transverse lines and burnt, 

ns shown in figure 2**! These wpjdj eou^fi^ awwiing; bo. Me 

Cashing in the gome of “holiwe, canes, one of the four games 6 which 

are sacrificed to the twin War Gods, Aliaiyuta and Matsailema 

These particular canes were not made to play with, but for the pur 

pose of sacrifice 

* ll-larn en Ondvraoetlngrn In Noord Araerika p HI l>ldin. 18«3 
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Zcm. Zufii, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 60289, United States National 
Museum.) 

Two sets, each of four sticks, one 7} inches and the other 7 inches 
in length; made in pairs, like the preceding, of split reed. 

The inner sides of the reed are painted like the preceding The 
outer sides of the longer set are unmarked, while tho^j of the shorter 
set are marked, as shown in figure 285. 


. ■ ^TT' v ri 

l'-st - " 

Fio SS5. Soonttcial cane dir* (obvnoe). Zohl Indiana, Zn&t, New Mexico cat. no diess, United 
Sutos Notions! Mosoam. 

Mr Cushing informed me that these two sets were used together, 
nl~o for sacrificial purpose--, the longer one being offered to Ahaiyuta 
and the shorter to Mntsnilcmi • 

New Mexico. (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no. 69277. Set of four sticks, G) inches in length and one- 
half inch in width, made of split cane; the inner sides painted 
like the preceding, and the rounded sides scratched with cross 
marks, as shown in figure 2S6. Collected by Col. James Ste- 
venson. 






1 




liwaiuimai 




lioK(K:^c«:awBi?/* 

mum 

tmmi 


Fig SSI. Fig 


F la SSI Cano [Tic* (obxor-e). length. Inch**, ZafU Indians, Zuhi, Now Mexico oat. no. 

United Statoo National Maseam 

Fir* Cano diro (oboer-et, length, 6 inches, Haiti Ind i ans . ZnHi, New M e xic o, cat. no. B0M8, 
United State* National Museum 

Cat. no. 69278. Set of four sticks, C inches in length and one-half 
inch in width, made of split cane; the inner sides painted like 
the preceding, and the rounded sides marked with cuts, as shown 
in figure 237. 

bow (Cubing). 
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These sets were intended for actual use and are made of hen it cane 
with the inside charred at the edge, unlike the sacrificial sets, winch 
consist of common marsh reed 



Tic 2^9 Ca nodi' - * length *1 lurhe*- showing method of tying m bundle Zuil Indian*. ZnHi 
Vewaieneo gut no SSM, Pres Jloaeom of 8wn -e an 1 Art Cnlrenrftv of Pennsylroaln 

2cm Zn»» New Mexico (Cut no Tree Museum of Science 

and Art, University of Penns} Irama ) 

Four split canes, CJ inclns in length, marled on one side with cross 
lines and chevrons and on the other w ltli ink, us shown m figure 
288 Collected Irt the writer in 1102 
These are bound togi ther in a bundle with string one in'ide of the 
otlier, so that the end of the top cane projects beyond that of the one 
below it and so on down Tbe sticks are arranged in the following 
order Top black in middle •«econd black at one end, third all 
black bottom black at both end 

The figure lttwtaM** of tta ways vn whwVi the tunes are twA 
up when not in use This is one of a number of *ets collected in Zum 
by the writer The markings van considerable in detail on the dif 
ferent sets but are all cssentinll) the same In removing the bundle 
of canes from the doth in which it was wrapped the owner took up 
each cane in turn and breathed on it 

hew Mexico (Cat no 4984 Brooklyn Institute Museum ) 

Set of four cane dice G inches in length (figure 2$1) Collected bv 
the writer in 1004 

The etched figures on the dice represent the water bug, gannasfepi 
The drawing below (figure 210) shows the manner m which the-e 
dice are arranged and bound togethei when not in use 

Mr Cushing placed in my hands the following account ofsholiwe ■ 
The game of who M we Is certainly the most instinctive of any practiced hy 
the J'unl Indiana It Is not confined to them t nt form* of It nre found ntuouc 

nil the more settled of the present Indian* In l>oth our o ~n s uthwest an 1 In 

northern western and central Mexico wh le variants of It and derived games 

oisv t>e traced over well nlgU the whole western half of our eintwent. 


A stn Iy of the distinctive n rh* of the different sticks or cane slip* used tn 
th a game hy the Znfd wonld seem t indicate that this pecnll ir form of It I* the 
most primitive The re won f it this w 111 suboe inently uppiar 



of the reeds, end ‘he manlier o( holdln" II e atlits which ha deacrllies M thrown with 
the rl.ht band annlnst s * is pended blanket and allowed to fall on Another blocker 
Two of the piece* belong to each nan and a e eimpaolona There Is a pool with toelre 

markers np Into hie bands and t readies on Hem This Is because they b ve le.n good 

lo him and allowed blm to win it la wholly n game of chance and horses, gins sad 
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Ttw“ name *foo* II we n derived from nhn'-o-Il arrow. am! wo, plural ending:. 
WlmlfjlnK -part* of” abo we twine the plural of wimple arrow*. ftho'-o-M, 
arrow. I* derived In inrn from *bo'-«-le ram-, the term Inn I Ion tl In the derived 
word twins a contraction of II a, and aljtnlfylcg out of. from or made of Thu*, 
the nnnte of the same may tw tranalited cane arrow*, or cutie arrow piece* or 

The-e part* eon«l»t of fear flip* of cane. From the fart that the*» allp* 
are an apllt am! cot from tlie ennr* a* to Include at tin lr low or end* portion* of 
the Joint* or wept* of the cane*. and from the further fact that they are 
v* rlou-dy banded with black or red |>nlnt. or other* l*e. It way be seen that they 


no M cam, duw leasth. • Inch*., ZuBl Indian*. XuBI K« Metlco. cl no »X Brw.klyo 
Kutjtole Mnenm. 

reptwnt the footing* nr ahaftmrnt* of eane arrow* In which the «epta at the 
tout r imN aorta a* »tn|o for Hie fontlnR or ik« kins pi nr*.* 

A atudy of live handlnca hy which Ibeae enne allp* are dUtlnguUhed from one 
a not tier rereitl* I he very nlpiilttcnut fart that they 8 re rcpre*entntlte of the rlb- 
bandins* of mm* arrow ahuftmenta 

t hate found that iwt* of Ftiftl a* well a* the nnre*tml illfT-dwoller arrow*, 
were tho* rlMmndcd with bl*rk or nal paint to wytul»dlie. In the arrow* bo 
tunrki-d. tb« nnmrrhwl and aucrc-mbmnt tahiea of tlx- four ipinrter* nidi act, 
e*peclnlly of war arrow*, rim*l*t1iic of f«nr wulrvla. the ablftmenta of eneh 
marked dlffirintly. The rea»on* f«r tbl* and fur piweare* of divlnatlau by 



whleh the member* of the different *et* among the arrow* were determined dur- 
ing their manufacture.' 1 haroeet forth In n pu|*er on "The Arrow," published 
In the Proceeding* of the Anwrlrnn Aaan latlon for the Adtaneement of Science, 
1503. and nl*o In the American AnthropoIngUt for October of the Mine year 


*atf rir» oribrr tvor trrhw c'iV.M 1 7\v.> !* AeeowfewJ i'/* .M\- c.- Ahem/ar c.r 

arrow (Cnthlng) to ancient Chin*, mecordtnfr to the mow l-c (x^cn, IT), the arrow 
responded to the principle of InertU *n* the *ld« whtrh corrc*i»n(led to the principle 

of acllrltr The former •■ok, while the Utter row He cut the notch with reference 
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T hc«e were intended for actual n«-e and arc made of heart cane 
with the inside tharrrd nt flic edgc> unlike the sacrificial sets, which 
consist of common mardi rml 



Vm 2M. Con« dW length 8j Inrboa, «how(c 2 method of tjlnj Jo bundle ZuBI Indjin*. Zttlil. 

Nrw Mexico rat. no ~i<\Fre»Mo.wotnof ScieDcwan 1 Art V nlrendlr of renasylranU 

Zu m 7ufu, New Mexico {Cat no 22V*5 I rvc Mu-ctim of bcunee 
and Art, UnmrdU of 1\ mis} h mini ) 

1 our split cant's, CJ uhIus in hngth, marked on one «ide with cross 
lines and chevrons and on tin other with ink ns shown in figure 
Collected l»\ tin writer in 1°02 

These an bound toother in t Immlle with «tnng, one insult of the 
other, so that the end of the top cane projects boa ond tliat of the one 
below it, and so on down 1 he sticks arc arranged in the following 
order Top, black in middle 'wind black nt one end, third all 
black, iKittom, lilttk nt both end- 

Tht figure illustrates out of the wavs in which the ennes are tied 
up when not in ir-c This is ont of n number of «tts collected in 7mu 
bj the writer The markings inn considerabh in dttnil on the dif 
ferent sets, but are all c-s-cntinlh tlit same In ninoiing the bundle 
of canes from the cloth in which it was wrapped tht owner took up 
each cane in turn and breathed on it 

New Mexico (Cat no Urooklyn Institute Museum ) 

Set of four cane dice fi inches i» length (figure 2S0) Collected bi 
the \\ nter in inCH 

The etched figures on the dice represent the water bug gannastepi 
The drawing below (figure 2D0) shows the manner in which the'-e 
dice ore arranged and bound together when not in use 

Mr Cushing placed in my hands tin following account ofsholiwe “ 

The inme of slio 11 w c Is certainly the most distinctive >f any practiced t j 
tlie Zufli In linn" It Is not conBnetl to tliem 1 ut forms of it nre fouiil nil ong 
all the more settled of the pre ent Indians In both >ur o\-n south ve<t. and tu 
northern western on l central Mexico while variants of It and derived sanies 
uinj lie traced over well nigh tl e whole western h If of our continent 

A study of the d stm the mirks of the different sticks or cane slips used u> 
this game hr the Zunl won! 1 weru to In lie ite tint this peculiar form of It Is the 
most primitive The reisou for this will subsequently uipesr 

• Mr Owens described sho II we to Some Gaines of the Zufll CTopnlar Science Monthly 
v 30 P 4t 1S011 The names of tie four sticks be gives as follows Tie one whose 
concave aide Is eatlrell black, qulo Zu l foe blsrk the one with one black en.il. path ta 
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The mme sho‘-li*we la derived from sbo'-o-h, arrow, and we, plural endini 
signifying "parts of.” sho'-we being the plural of simple arrows Sho'o-I 
arrow, is derived in turn from sbo' o le, cdne, the termination li in the derive 
word being a contraction of li-a, and signifying out of, from, or made of Thus 
the name of the game may be translated cane arrows, or cane arrow pieces o 
parts 

These parts consist of four slips of cane. From the fact that these slip 
are so split and cut from the canes as to Include at their lower end9 portions o 
the Joints or septa of the canes, and from the further fact that they an 
variously banded with black or red paint, or otherwise, it may be seen that the; 





FiO. 289 Cane dice length, a Inches. Znfii Indians, Zo Ei, New Mexico; cat no 1984, Brooklyn 
Institute Museum 

represent the footings or sbaftments of cane arrows In which the septa at the 
lower ends serve as stops for the footing or nocking plugs <» 

A study of the bandings by which these cane slips are distinguished from one 
another reveals the very significant fact that they are representative of the rib- 
bandings of cme-arrow sbaftments 

I have found that sets of Zuiil, as well as the ancestral cliff-dweller arrows, 
were thus rlbbanded with black or red paint to symbolize. In the arrows so 
marked, the numerical and euccesimnal values of the four quarters each set, 
especially of war arrows, consisting of four subsets, tbe sbaftments of each 
marked differently. The reasons for this, and for processes of divination by 



n bleb tbe members of tbe different sets among tbe arrows were determined dur- 
ing their manufacture.’! have set forth in a paper on " The Arrow,” published 
in the Proceedings of the American Association for tbe Advancement of Science, 
1805, and also In tbe American Anthropologist for October of tbe same year 

■ Tbe canes are split with reference to the notion that one eide la masculine or north, 
and the other temlutne or south This Is determined by the direction or character of 

tbe natural growth, as well as by tbe presence or absence of tbe leaf pocket In the joint on 

tbe one side or tbe other of that particular section whtcb forms the sbsftment of the 
arrow (Cashing) In ancient Chine, according to the Chow Lc (ixn, 37), the arrow 
mprr floated the arrow longitudinally upon water to determine the side which cor 
responded to the principle of Inertia and the side which corresponded to tbe principle 
of activity. The former sank, while tbe latter rose He cut the notch with reference 
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li» tlx* second part of Hint paper, tlx* publication of which cm delayed by my 
Florida explorations, ! proe»-eded to show bow tbcw various fact* Indicated 
quite dearly that tlx* PoRl ennx* of sts*' II we. as Its name Implied, devctojicil 
from the use of netutl arrows for illrlnatlon: nn<l I further Instanced many 
ceremonial u«cs of simple or ceremonial arrows In such dlvlnatory proce*.«es ns 
furtlier demonstrating this claim 

It may Is* well for me t« (irv face n description of tin* four caue slips eon«tl 
tutlnc the principal apparatus of tlx* gime by a Mat* incut or two rdstlve to the 
auceesslonnl tmmtxrs of tlx* four qn-irti rx as come Inst in Fttiil dfamatognpliy 
The chlif. or Master, region as well ns the first, Is the North d<*»lgnsted 
the Tellow , tiellcved to Is* tlx* source of breath, wind. or the iletmnt of air, and 
the place of wlnWr. !» n<*eof vlolems* or war, nnd therefore nnsctillne 
TIm* next, or wvmxl region Is tlx* West. ili->fgTtated tfie ftlue , l**Heved to lx* 
the course of moisture or tlx? elenx*nt water and the place of spring or renewal 
and (i rtlllty . lnw <v of Mrth and therefore 
feminine 

y The next, or think Is the Sooth, »h*v| g 
Dated as the lied , Ix-tlered to la* the xotiree 
of heat or the clement fire, and the place 
of summer, of growth nnd productivity: 
w heuce of fostering and likewise feminine 
Tlx* last, or founh of the earthly regions 
repre* ntisl In the ordinary she-if of arrows 
and In the game is tlx* 1’ ist designated the 
it While, nnd lx»llercd to lx* the source of 
needs and tlx* rtiuicnt earth and the pi lee 
of autumn of ixw years, nnd lx?nee of ' re- 
nt lor i : therefore mi«cullne again.* 

Hie*** various regions nnd their numbers 
P... »l Arrow sWimmis ..f tfcs four »»<> mining* are ayrolwllzed on the «r 
rtlrertions. »liuwinn riblwmllng soil cut rows of the four quarters by differences In 
cock fwnher*. Zntll Indian*. Zulu New u,elr rlbbnudlmr* (figure 291] 

Me^ from sketch by Pmakllsmllion Tb< ^ of „ lfl Nurth „ iro character lied 
’ " nt by n single tneilla) ribbanding aruutid the 

shaft men t sometimes of yellow, but more usually of black the color of dettli. 

Those of the West wire nt«» singly rlbbanded isx?xlenslvely with the shaft 
ment, but there was oftentimes a narrow tenulnal Kind at either end of this 
broad band, sometime*, of blue or gmn. I'Ut usually of Math 
Those of the ^nuth were characterized t*v two bonds midway t*etween the two 
ends nnd the middle sometimes of red hut usually of black 
TWose of file £2t*r were oAtraotcrlxcri t>r cMar two narrow fiaotiV at e/rtSw 
end, leaving the whole medial space of the shaftment white or more often by a 
single band at tbe upper end of the shaftment, sometimes composed of two 
narrow black fillets Inclosing white but n«uatly men h black and not double 
In tbe highly finished arrow* the c»>ck or tatl feathers were notched anil 
tufted to corre«ix>nd numerically - and positionally with the bandings for nivthte 
reasons Into whU b It Is not necessary to enter here 
Each of the four cane slips was bunded to correspond with the rlbbandlngs 
of one or another of tbe«e sets of the arrows of the four quirters, but the ptlnt 
bamlsi (figure 2S3J were almost Invariably black and were placed In the ton 
cavity of the enne slip not on the periphery (which wa« however, scorched 

-Sc* Outlines of Zuflt Creation Myth* Thirteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of 
Ethnology, p 369, 1896 
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scored, or carved to correspond), evidently to keep the paint from being worn 
off by handling and casting 

Thus the cane slip of the North was handed only at the middle, and was 
called a'-thlu a, or the all speeder, sender (a, all. and thtu ah. to run, speed or 
stand ready) 

The cane slip of the West was blackened Its full length and was tailed 
k'wl’-nlkvra. or the Black (medicine), from k'wT-na, black, and ak’-Lwn. 
“ medicine ” or “ sacred." 

The tane slip of the South was doubly banded, as was the arrow of the South, 
and w as called pnthl-to-a. or divider divided (bordered, enclosed), from pathl-lo. 
border edge, end, am) <u. to lerome, to do. or make to do. 

Finally, the cane slip of the East was banded only ot one cud, and was called 
ko'hukwa .the white, or the White Medicine (ko'-ha na, white, and nk'kwa. 
“ medicine "). * 

In addition to the banding and scoring of these cane slips, they were. In 
cases of great Importance, as In sets made from the captured arrows of some 
celebrated foemao, notched at the ends, ns I have sold the cock feathers 
were notched : but this old practice has fallen Into ill -disc to stt< h orient that 
l have seen only one venerated set so notched In this set If I observed 
aright, the notches corresponded In number os well as In place, whether at the 
sides or In *he middle of the ends with the number and positions of the bandings 
and of the tuf tings on the cock feathers of the arrows from which, prohablv. 
they were made. The normal numerical value of the cane sll|w agreed with 
the succession a 1 values of the regions they belonged to— that Is. the slip of the 
North made one: that of the West, two; that of the South, three, and that of 
the East, four But as this gave unequal value", other values or counts were 
added, according as the slips fell concave or convev sides uppermost, and 
especially according to the thrower. 

That this may be understood, the general nature of the game n» essentially 
n snored tribal process of dlvlnntlou must lie considered Formerly slio' II we 
was exclusively a game of war divination, and was played only br priests of 
the Bow, members of the esoteric society of wnr shamans 

These members were, according to tbelr totems and clans, members of the clan 
groups corresponding to the severat quarters or wered preclnts of North. West 
South. East, Upl>er, Lnvver, and Middle regions. But since there were only 
four regions concerned In the waging of war. clansmen of the upper nnd nether 
regions wore relegated to the east nnd west, since the places of the npjier amt 
lower regions In the sacred diagram were In the northeast— between tbe East 
anil North and In the southwest — between the West nnd South, while vlnti-mou 
of the middle might, as determined by the casts of their arrow canes, Ix’loug to 
any one of the other regions, since the midmost was the synthetic region, the 
all-containing and the all-contained place, either the first, therefore, or tbe last. 
This wnr game of the priests of the Bow- was pin v cl semiannually at the foil 
vals of the Twin Gods of War. Abalyuta and MULsnllciua. patrons of the game 
by virtue of tticfr vnnqufsftment of the ereatfonnf god of pimfdlng SU'nl nn. fb«* 
Engle star god, whose forfeited head now bangs In tbe Milky Way, and whose 
btrds are tbe god servants of war and tbe plumers of the canes of w nr 

It Is played nt stub times os a tribal divination : n forecast for war or |«*nc». 
for prosperity or adversity, ami Is accompanied hy tribal hazards and gam tiling 
But nt other times (t Is played for the determination of peace or war. of the 
direction or precaution to t>c taken In defensive or offenslre n|vratl»»s or 
prepn rat Ions. As thus played, there must Is* four participants. Earn pow 
sesscs bis own ennes. In the uppermost mom of the | -Mo (now fallen), 
t Store was formerly a shrine of the game. Here during terrific sand storms or 
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at night the pi lyere gathered to ilivln? To the middle of the celling was bos 
pended a Jical or large n und howl basket over which a deerskin was stretched 
like a drumhead Immediate); lielow this spread ovir a sacred diagram of 
pra«er meal represent Jog the terrace or cloud bed of the four quarters on the 
floor was a buffalo robe t>elt stdt up head to the east left side to the north 
etc I figure 292] l pon this pelt t trnkeu circle w is tric'd eitiier in Hack 
lines or dots and with or without grain* of corn (forty for each line the colors 
corresponding to the quarters or above described) mid the opening* (canyons or 
passageways) occurring at the four point* opposite the four direction*. It 
shout 1 be ot>«er\ ed tb it a cro*.* 
(+) wa* sometime* painted 
Imth on the center of the skin 
on the basket dnira and on the 
hide beneath the upper svm 
l«lic of lhalyuta and the 
lower of Mfltsalleroa the Twin 
Mar God* 

The four players ctaOM. their 
places according to the clan 
group* and direction* or quar 
ters they represented the 
plover of the North between the 
eastern and northern passage- 
way the player of the TTest 
between the northern an l west 
ern passageway and eo on 
The players of the East and North represented war and in other inodes of the 
game inaseulinln tbo«e or the Mest and South, peace and femininity 

Before taking their places they muttered prayers, or rather ritual* cla-qv 
Ing the pi lying cane* lengthwise between the palm* breathing deeply from and 
from the cio«e of the praver* repeatedly upon them rubbing and shuffling them 
vigoron*!; from which come* the title of a skilled player or a gambler «hos II 
enue rubber or cane shuffler \s thev took their se it* each placed under 
the edge of the l uffaio hide in front of his place the pool consisting of sacred 
white shell heads or of little 
tablets representative of va 
rfoits properties and thus 
forming a kind of currency 
Since these little symbols 
were redeemable in the prop- 
erties they represented or In 
commodities of equal value 
bv agreement Each also 
laid down at his right side 
on the edge of the robe over 
the pool two kind* of count 
er* usually a set of count 
Ing straws of broom grass about six or seven Inches long worn by much u«e 
•>ud varying In number according to the proj o*ed game From ten to forty or 
forty two or from one hundred to one hundred and two this latter number 
divided at random into four bundle* was selected by each player The addl 
tfonnl counters were supplied by beans or corn grain* each set or the set of 
each plajer being of hi* appropriate color Four splints the moving pieces of 
the game were laid In their places by the left sides of the passageways. 



Fig 293. Sl&anerot holding cxnedtc* In gam 
ZnEl Indians, ZnBi >.ew Mexico from 
Frank Hamilton Cashing 
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Each player then shuffled his cane cards back and forth in his palms, as before 
described, as though to smooth and beat them, addressed them, especially the 
stick of his special quJiter, as (for the East) “Now then, white one, come 
thou uppermost! then laying the nil sender or his special slip as such across 
the two middle fingers mid the other three slips upon it Inside of one another, 
his thumb pressing over their middle, the ends pointed outward over the index 
finger, and the bases held down to the base of the palm by the bent over little 
finger [figure 293], he quickly breathed or puffed upon them, shouted at them, 
and cast them skillfully against the stretched skin of the basket, so that they 
tebounded swiftly and fell almost unerringly within the circle on the pe'wi ne 
or bed of buffalo hide Now It was noted which slip lay uppermost oxer the 
others If the White min threw, and if the white stick lay uppermost over all 
the others, he uttered thanks and the cast counted him four and gave hiui the 
privilege of another east If, moieoxer. all three slips except his sen del lav 
•concave sides upward, they counted him ten and gaie him a second addition ll 
tbraxx. If nil three fell convex sides up, they counted him fixe, if two concave 
sides and one convex side up they counted him three and If two convex sides 
and one concave side np. they counted him only one The play er xvho hail the 
largest number of both kinds of counts nftei each had tried. led off In the game 
and was supposed to be faiored by tbe gods at the beginning With but a 
slight change ill the system of counting, the game xvas continued , that Is. the 
double counts were kept If the process included gambling, willingness to sacrifice, 
but only the counts according to tbe regions. If the game was purely on mrow 
or war divination But It Is to lie noted that In either case an Ingenious method 
was resorted, to in order to equalize the counts Since the North or Yellow man 
coutcl gain onlv one and a double throw If his slip came uppermost, he gained 
the count of his opponent, the South, If his slip fell uppermost on the Red 
min’s slips. The latter thus foi felted alike his double throw and his appro 
prlate number, three. The tally of these purely cosmieal counts was kept with 
the bundle of splints, the tnlly of the cast counts or their sums xxeie kept 
xvlth the grains bv counting out, and that of the Individual by moving the 
pointer of the passageway ns many dots or grniu places to the left as the cist 
called for. If a pi lyer of the East 01 the North overtook a player of the West or 
Powtb, If his pointer fell In the *awxe space, he uxaimcd lilts, opponent. Rent him 
back to his passageway, and lobbed him of his load, that is, took 01 made him 
forfeit his counts 

The completion of the fourth circuit bx anv one of the play ers clo'-eil the ordl 
nary game, providing the sum of the cosmlcal counts had been won by him, and 
tbe player who, with Ids partner, bad the largest aggregate of both lot and 
eosrolcal counts was the winner 

> There weie manv variants of this game os to counts Some of these were 
bo complicated that It was absolutely Impossible for me to gain kuoxvledge of 
them tn the short practice 1 had in the play l have given here, not very pre- 
cisely or fullv, tbe simplest form I know, except that of the lot and diagram, 
which was quite like thnt of ta'sho'-Il-we or wood canes, which may be seen 
by the above description to t* mi obvious derivative both in mode and name of 
the older game of cane® It was evidently thus divorced for purposes of 
esoteric pliy, as It is practiced not only bv men but also bv women 

Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson* gives a number of additional par- 
ticulars in reference to sholiwe. and her description of the game, 

■ ZnDI GaoiH American Anthropologist o a.v 5, p 4 SO. 1003 



218 


MIES OF THE NOPTH AMERICAN I\DH\s ti 




which follow**, differs* from the preceding in the in urn of the canes 
and in the imnner in which thev are arrangeil when ca-t 
Legend say* that It was played for rains l r the God*. of \\ ur an 1 the \b 
shlwnnni • noon after coming to tills world. The \bsbiwnnni afterward 
thought the reeds used f >r the game were too ] ing. w> their length n is measured 
fn m the tip of the thumb to the tip of the middle finger the fingers extended 
The Ahshtwnnn] considered this game so edlnclou* In bringing mins that 
the* trganlzed ft fraternity which thiv called Show eh w i arrow reed i>eopte 
while the Ah shlwl were nt HBn 'hllpln'ha for the exj re*s purj*>so of | laving 
the game for rain. Ten men 
* 9 S I were designated Jr the lb«)iJ 

wannl as the original member* 
of t l>e Mi w eh we TIeiriver* 
of the fraternity were sure to 
Irlng rains. 

Each jlajer takes the side 

1 f one of the <«nds of \t ar two 
pieces of s| lit reed representing 
tin slil* of the elder God of 
Har and two the younger God 
of \\ ir The wriler for con 
ve lienee Lumbers the mils 1 

2 3 1 (figure “Ml 
No. 1 named knlu na Mach. 

has the concave «!de of tl e reed 
colored Mach indicating morn 
Ing. noon, nnd stmxet or the 
whole day Three sets of lines 
on the cour ex side denote the 
three jerlnds <f tlie diy — 
morulng noon, and sunset 
No. 2 Btliluw a center has n 
daub of 1 lack midway of the 
reed concave «Ile denoting 
midday The lines on tl e con- 
vex side aI*o denote noon 
No 3. hfhahw 1 white shell ba3 
n I UUl if 1 Mih fi*!nt at either 
end of the concave side indicat 
Ing nu ruing and evening or sun 
rise and sunset Lines on the 
convex side denote the same 
No 4 pjf Ito nurh on the 
end has a daub of black paint on the joiut end of the concave side denoting 
sunrise, which to the Zuni Is the first light of day or the white light which 
comes 6rst and the lines on the couvex si le In llcite the «-uue Three dots 
are sometimes found on the joint of the reed indicating ejes nnd mouth 
of the face which Is not delineated. Other reeds have only two d its for 
the eyes. Noa. 1 and 3 are said to belong to the elder God of 'War and nos. 

2 and 4 to the Younger Cod of War The player representing the elder god 
bolds no 3 concave side tip and slides n * " hit > the groove of no 3, the 
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joint of no 2 falling below that of no. 3. He then wllde* no 4 Into tb it of 
no. i nlM allowing the Joint to extend It low. No 1 1* held crosswise, the 
other* nt an acute angle (the reeds an* sometime* trussed at right angles) 
with the grout oil ride against the corresponding sides of the other*, the joint 
to the left, and the opposite end projecting a little more than an Inch beyond the 
group [figure 293] When the repre*entati\e of the younger God of War 
plays, he runs no 3 Into the groove of no 2 and no 1 lute no 3 and crosses 
them with no i The reed which crosses the others 1* designated ns the 
thrower, hut the stmo mil, a* stated. Is not ti*ed by both players In this 
position the reeds are thrown upward against tin Inverted basket. 10 or 12 
Inches in diameter, covered with n piece of blanket or cloth nnd suspended 
from the celling The reeds strike the doth o\er the basket and fall to n 
blanket spread on tlie floor to receive them. If plajed out of doors, which Is 
seldom the case nt present, the basket N suspended above the blanket from 
the npex of three pole*, arranged trl)<od fashion, with sufficient space lieneath 
for the blanket and plajer* 

When the representative of the elder God of War throw* nnd the concave 
side of uo- 1 and the convex side* of the others are up, the trick Is won, or If 



Mrs Stevenson 

no 1 lie convex side up with the others concave up the trick Is non If no 1 
crosses no. 3, or vice versa, convex sides up. the trick Is won. even should one 
cross the others by hut a halrslireadtb. If nos. 2 and 4 should be crossed us 
described, the trick goes to the opponent If oil convex sides are up or vice 
versa, the trick Is lost If the convex side of no 3 is up and the others have 
the concave sides up, the trick belongs to the opponent 
When the representative of the yonnger (Sod of War plays, the counts are 
reversed. Silver buttons are the favorite chips for the game. Though shdliwe 
Is the favorite of the lot games of the elder Ah'shlwl. It being the game of the 
professional gamblers of the pueblo, there Is no thought of personal gain when 
It is played by the Ah'shlwannl for rains At this time great ceremony is ob- 
served and buckskins are used In place of the cloth covering over the basket and 
the blanket on the floor. The skin on the floor has the bead to the east; a 
broken circle, forming a quadrant, is drawn on the skin 
There is but little ceremony associated with the game when played by the pro- 
fessional or other gamblers The most abandoned, however, would not dare to 
play without first offering prayers to the Gods of War, Invoking tbelr blessing, 
and breathing on their reeds. 
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ZtM /mu Nn\ Mexico (I’nitc l "states Nations! Mui mu ) 

Cat in> t •y'O **t t of l!im of JartJi wood J inrjits m length, 
1 null m On tilth nml U inches in thickness (figure j’» ) n't 
non rectangular, ora -ul« punted ru! tin* opj>o«m unpainted 
Cat no l *001 s»t of three Mick" t f pu on wood (one no* tog). 
inches in length li incliw m linmlth and thin sixteenth- of in 
inch in thicknps , one Mile flat nnd Machined the opposite 
rough 1\ rounded anil impauited, ends tut -trnpht across* and 
painted black 

Cit no t *I*» St of three Milk** rudth shaped from pmon wood, 
inches m length thru fi nrth'of nn inch in bmillh nndnlioiit 
one fourth of nn inch m thickness* section rectangular, with both 
«iil<s flit < lu piiutid Huh tlu op|K«slU p| im 
Cat no CM >2 St of thru ticks of pun n linul 51 indie- m length 
1} inches in hmdth and aMmt on* fourth of an null in thick 
ness mu sole flit and pmntid blnck tin opposite minded and 
p tinted ml 



n* r» n* •*>* 

Flu “if!. sUj k rths* l**cino S| Icrlm. Zofil IrxlUnn. Zn'4. New JIrxt<*> ml D* (HM, tailed 
8 »tc* Nat t.« 1 JIn~*um 

Flu *»r *«<•* a nr bnglh • Incbn. ZoSj Indiana 2o81 N<*«r JJsxk-n. cat ifc*. *WST L nlt«l 
Sttliw Natl, lal Ilgvgm 

Cat no < I- 5 *! St of tlircs 'ticks of pinon wood >) inches in length, 
taen ilghtli of nn inch m hmdth and about three sixteenths 
of nn inch in thickness shghtH rounded on In th sjdcs one 
licing punted lilick nnd tin other nil 
Cat, no f 0354 St of three sticks of pmon wckhI a} inches in length, 

about 1} inches in bn idth and three lxtccnths of an inch in 
thickness punted black on one side the opposite side unpiintcd 
corresponding ends on one side tut straight ncro s nnd the oppo- 
site with one comer rounded 

Cat no C0"H0 Set of three sjjchs of pine wood f inches in length, 
l T *j inches m breadth ami «oen sixteenths of an inch m thick 
ness section rectangular one side marked with triangles of red 
and black paint the opposite side unpainted 
Cat no C02S7 “set of three sticks of white pine 4 inches m length 
three fourths of an inch in breadth and three lxteenths of an 
inch in thickness (figure 2*17) one face flat with triangles 
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painted red and black and outlined by incised lines, the opposite 
rounded and unpainted 

Cat. no. 69281. Set of three sticks of yellow pine, 5| inches in length, 
1 inch in breadth, and three-eighths of an inch in thickness ( fig- 
ure 298) ; one face flat and unpainted, the opposite face rounded 
and painted red and black in triangular designs, the triangles on 
one side being red with a black inner triangle, and rice versa, 
the outline of the larger triangles deeply incised. 

Cat. no. G9003. Set of three sticks of basswood. inches m length, 
If inches in breadth, and fi' e-sixteenths of an inch in tluckneaa 
(figure 299) ; flat and painted light red on one side, opposite side 
rounded and painted in triangular designs in red and black, the 
pattern being double that ou numbers 69340, 69287, and 69281. 
The preceding Zunian staves were collected by Colonel James Stev- 
enson. They were all used, as I was informed by Mr Cushing, for 
the game of tnsholiwe, or wooden canes, 
which he described to me as follows : 

Ta'-sbo'-ll we® is played according to the 
throws of three wooden blocks, painted red on 
one side and black upon the other, around a 
Circle of stones placed upon the sand Two or 
four ptayers engage, using two or four splints 
as markers, and advancing, according to their 
throws, around the circle, which is divided into 
forty pnrts by pebbles or fragments of pottery, 
and has four openings, called doorways, at Us 
four quarters. At the commencement of the 
game four colored splints are arranged nt these 
points - At the top (North) a yellow splint at the 
left (West) a blue, at the bottom (South) a red, 
and at the right (East) a white splint The 
blocks are tossed, ends down, ou a disk of sandstone placed In the middle of the 
circle, ami the counts are as follows Three red sides up lount 10: three black 
Bides up, 5: two red and one black. 3; two black and one red, 2 

A count of 10 gives another throw When four plat the stcaws of the North 
and West move around from right to left and tho«e of the South and East from 
left to right When a player's move terminates at a division of the clrele 
occupied by an adversary's straw he takes It up and «ends it b,uk to the begin 
rung It is customary to make the circuit of the stones four times beans or 
corn of different colors being used to count the number of times a player has 
gone around The colors on the woollen blocks or dice symbolize the two con 
dltlons of uien . Red. light or wakefulness black, darkness or sleep 
The splints have the following symbolism At top yellow, north sir winter: 
at left, blue, west, water spring, at bottom, red south fire, summer at right, 
white, east, earth autumn 

• Ta'-sho' II we was described by John G Owens la the Popular Science Monthly v 3‘» 
1S01 lie glees tbe name of the central atone as a rey ley and the dice to mey for 
counting, each player has s horse, or touch a. “Tbe horse [a supposed to stop -and drink 



Fio 203 Stick dice length, 5J 
inches ZnSi Indians, ZnSi, Kew 
Mexico cat no 692’), United 
States Nat vocal Maseom 
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The following I* n vocal utary of tlx* ganc Hocks, tn sho line literally 
< f wood cones fj lints tl we t Ircle of trione* l to-trht nn kyu a we literally 
front one to another nucvccdlng doorway a smi o te-kwl a literally doorway 
1 11 illro* tl ns of In hi* nwl ns « untir* awl ynhimkja no we literally for 
Looping count beans 

Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson® gives the counts in this game as fol 
lows 

Throe colored aides up count 10 three un colored attics up r two uncolored 
an 1 one colored, 3 two colored and one uncolorcd, 2 The first one aronnd the 
circle wins the gome prori led hts count does u t curry him beyond the starting 
po'nt In which event he must continue going round until his counter reaches 
the doorway or spring ns the opening la often called. 



Fig !W Fig 800 


Fio "IM Stick dice length 4| lnchre ZuBl Indians, Zulu, N iv Mexico cat no twin. United 
States National Museum 

FlQ axl suck dice length SI Inches Zufll Indians, Zu21, New Meulco cat. no. 2S301 Free 
Museum of Sc ones »od Art University of Ponnsylvinla. 

Mrs Stevenson sajs that the Zum declare that thc\ adopted this 

game from the Navaho 

Zdni Zum, >»ew Mexico (Cat no 22591, Tree Museum of Science 
and Art, Unnersitj of Pennsylvania ) 

Four soft wood blocks (figure 300) 51 inches long and 1$ inches 
wide, painted black and marked on the rounded side with diag 
onaf lines ana 1 ci’revron^ ewa nncf fwo iri'rih? CbMontaJ by the 
writer in 1902. 

hew Mexico (Cat no 16531, Free Museum of Science and 

Vrt Universitv of Pennsylvania ) 

Reproductions of set of three blocks originals of pmon wood, 4 
inches in length, 1J inches in breadth and five sixteenths of an 
inch in thickness (figure 301) , made by Mr Cushing, rectangu 

■ Zufil Games American Anthropologist n 8 v 6 p 49o 190X 
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lnr in section : one side painted uniformly "white and the opposite 
side with tranSrerse bands of color separated by black lines of 
paint, in the following order: yellow, blue, red, variegated, 
white, speckled, and black.® 

Hr Cushing informed me that these blocks are used in a divmatory 
form of tasholiwe. called temthlanalinatnsholiwe, of all the region’s 
wood canes. 

In tbi* game the counting grains are named for * Xorth, tblup-tst kwa-kwe, 
yellow medicine seed people: We»t, thll'-a kwa-hwc, bine medicine seed people; 
South, shi lo-a kwa-kwe, red medicine seed people; East, ko'-hn kwa-kwe, 
white medicine seed people; Upper region, ku'-tsu-a kwa-kwe, variegated medi- 
cine seed people: Loner legion, k’wl'-na kwakwe, black medicine seed people; 
Middle or all-containing region, I'-to-pa nah na kwa-kwe, of all colors medicine 
seed people. 


Flo an Stiek dice, length, 4 inches, Znfil Indians, Znfil, New Mexico: cat., no IKB1. Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
Fla SC Stick dice for basket -dice gome, length, 4 Inches. Zahi Indians, Zulu, New Mexico, 
cat no 3035, Brooklyn Institute Museum 

This game Is employed in name divination and prognostication of nn indi- 
vidual. usnally of n youth, the colors being noted for tbe purpose of determining 
the rank, and mme significant thereof, of tbe one for u bom tbe divination is 
made 

Mrs Matilda Cose Stevenson, commenting upon the above game 
(figure 301). says that she lias not discovered any such form, but that 
a Zuni will sometimes, when he wishes to play sholiwe, refer to the 
canes as temtlanana sholiwe. literally all grandfathers’ arrow reeds, 
i. e., reeds of oiir forefathers. 6 

Zu>i. Zuni. New Mexico. (Cat. no. 3035, Brooklyn Institute 

Four very thin flat sticks, 4 inches in length, painted red on one side 
as shown in figure 302, there being two and two alike, the reverse 
plain. Collected by the writer in 1903. 

The Znfii described these sticks as u<=ed as dice In the game of tsasp«t«awe, 
a woman's game, learned by the ZuSl from the Kavaho and regarded a* a 

■The stick with nineties (page J04). used In the Tanoan game, suggests the probability 
that these painted sticks replaced others wrapped with colored thread or fabric. 

•Znfil Gaines American Anthropologist, n s, v. 5. p 430. 1903 
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\n\abo game The sticks are to««ed up in a email native basket The counts 
are as follows All painted sides np count 4 three painted Bides up 3 two 
painted sides op 2 one painted side op 1 

Zum Zufii, New Mexico (Cat no 22.Z4, Free Museum of Science 
and \rt Unix ersitv of Pennsylvania ) 



rig ana fi? om 


FiO *0 Wooden djco for basket-dice game length, 11 inches; ZnBl Indians, ZoKi, 'New 
Mexico cat no tS*i Fn» Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
FiO SH Ea. ket for dice diameter 10 inches ZnSl Indians Ziml, Is eir Mexico cat. no. tSSM. 
Free Mnsenm of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

I i\e wooden block", (figure 303), 1 bx 14 inches and one fourth of an 
inch thick, painted black and ranked with mci*« I lines on one 
"•ide the other side being left plain accompanied bv a Zniii 
ba ket, 10J inches m diameter (figure 104) Collected bv the 
writer m 1002 

The name of the game was given a» thlispatsa ananai that of the 
basket t-elai 

Men and women play Two persons engage and money Is bet on the game 
The counts are as follows Five Usds up counts 10 five white up o four 
wh te up 4 three white up 3 two white up. 2 one white up 1 The game 
U It 



Fig 35. Fig 35. 


Fig 308. Wooden d ce and tnsetng Instrument length* of dice 1! and *t inches ZnSl In liana, 
ZoUhNew Mexico cat no SHI 3Hx, Brooklyn Inst tnte Muvuro 
Fig 35. Wooden dice diameter 11 Inches ZnBi IwLans. ZaSi. \cv Mexico eat. no 3WS 
Brooklyn Institute Mnsenm. 

New Mexico (Brool Ivn Institute Mnscnm ) 

Cat no 3044 Three diamond shaped pieces of wood (figure 30o), 
2 1 inches long, painted black on one >ide and ml on the other, 
called moiaclina t lemmai «tar board-* 

Cat no 301 * Two flat wooden blocks (figure 30 ) 11 bv is inche-, 
painted ml on one side and having a black tripe on the other, 
called tslemmai kokslu good boards. 
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These games are played by two men. The boards are put on the end of a flat 
forked stick and tossed in the air. They play turn about until one throws all 
red or all black and wins The throwing board Is called tslem-mal kwll-ll ka-so-la, 
two-forked board. 

Cat. no. 304G. Four flat wooden disks (figure 306), inches m 
diameter, black on one side and red on the other. 

They are called tslal-wal pi so 11, round boards, and are used like the preceding, 
except that the boards are thrown by hand. 

All of the abo\ e-mentioned specimens were collected by the writer 
in 1903. 

24 cth— 05 u 16 
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found among the debns of a cliff dwelling in Maocos canton Colo 
rado, which Mr Cu c inng regarded as hating been intended for a 
game in the manner of the sticks. In this connection the following 
account of the fayotipi of the Dakota bj Stephen I? Riggs.* will be 
found of interest 

The exponent of the phratry was the tiyoUp! or soldiers lodge Its meaning 
is the lodge o' lodges. There were placed the bundles of black and rod sticks 



Flo TT Arrow irtis/traent showing rflitud ng- Bojn Indians, Ca Jforcl* eat no. l*Jt 
ITnited Put.s Notional Mnwom. 


of tl e soldiers There the sold ers gathered to talk am! smoke and feast There 
the laws of the encampment were enacted 
Describing the lodge he sars 

A good fire Is blazing Inside and ne may Just lift ui the skin door and crawl 
in. Toward the rear of the lent, but near enough for conTenlent ux* is ft large 
pipe placed by the symbols of power Tl ere are two I un lies of shared sticks 
ahoat C Inches long The sticks in one bundle are painted black an I In the 
other red. The Mark hut die represents tie ml men of the ramp — those who 



FlO Sns. Cut arrow ahattment, length. 6 Inches clig-dwrUlag alaofw canyon. Oolorsdo- Few 
Mmeomof Sdencoand Art fnlTCrsitjr of Pwm*ylr»ru« 

hare made their mart on the warpath. Tlie red handle rej resents the boys 
and soch men as wear no eagle feathers. 

Vgam, he *avs 

Then of all the roand-shav-ed sticks, some of which were painted black, and 
some jointed red. four are e*j>eclally marked- They are the four chief* of the 
tly tipi that were made tnd th*~e men are not selected at random for this 
place but men who hare killed many eoeml w on I are most a Me are chosen. 

* Dakota < nnniir Text* and Fthnognpbj «d ted by Jaoca Orra (mtrita- 

X!oa« to North American Ft bn I -*7 * ft p t»o. It *«blft*toa. JS03. 
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Cb*e i\ ind liner reservation "Wyoming (Cat no 37027, Fret 
Museum of Science and Art, Unnersity of Pennsylvania ) 
Twenty nine peeled willon twigs (figure 311), 18 indies, in length 
These were collected in 1000 by the writer, for whom tliey were 
made b\ a Cree of Riel s bind who gate the mme ns tepashgue ma 
tun and said the game wns derived from the Snhsh 
Hayed by t« o persons One takes the bundle nnd rolls tlie sticks In his hands 
ami divides them Into two p iris throwing one bundle to the other pi lyer v\ lio 
gues«es which contains the even numlier of sticks. If the bun lie delimited Is 
odd the gue^ser loses. *?ometlnies the sticks are divided Into tn o Imndlcs and 
held crosswise the otlier then guessing. They d ) not sing nt this game. 



Fig 311 Stick game length of Sticks Winches- Creo Indians, Wyomin" cut, no 3TC Frt)« 
Ifosenn of Sclenco and Art University of Pennsylvania. 


MusLowpetung reserve, Quappelle, Assinibou (Cat no 

C1987, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Bundle of twentj five slender willow splints (figure 312), 10 inches 
in length 

'lliey are used in the game of counting sticks alikita«koomnah 
mnhtawinah, and are described as follows bi the collector, Mr J V. 
Mitchell 


Played ty both men and women or by either separately II ivers are divided 
into two parties seated opposite each other Stakes of rnonev clothing etc. 
are then put up in a common lot The person Imttlng tie players tiegiiis the 
game by secretly dividing the bundle 
of twenty five sticks Into TOO lots 
holding one handle in either hanl 
If his opponent chooses the bundle 
containing tl e even namlier of 
sticks be wins if the odd bundle 
he loses, and the play p uses 1 1 the 
next cou| le Tlay Is ke[ t up until either one or the other p irty desires t » 
stop when tie wagered articles are taken possesion of I » Me I artj luting 
made ttie mo«C imluts nnl are divided among all that party The game is 
sometimes kej t up for several days and nights. 


i. Stick gome- length of •ticks, I# Inches 
Cpm Indians, A^tulboin cnt_ no Cl*r Field 
imblan Museum. 


Illinois Illinois. 

"Mr \m1rcff ilcT irlinil Davis • 'talcs 

I am inlelted to I>r Trumbull for Information Hint n Illinois dictionary 
(prolally compiled by Grnvler olwut 1700) gives many of the terms used In 
the games of straws nn I dice 


llA“stciit.hCT Massachusetts. 

"William Wood in his New 1 n gland s Prospect,* Rt)s 
Tliey hnve two sorts of g inies, one called pulrn the other hubl ub not much 
unlike cards and dice being no otler than lottery Ihilm W firry or sixty 


•Bnlletio of the Ewi tnrtltote v JA note p. 177 P*lem 18S«. 
» London, 1831 Reprint p. 00 Boston 1S9A 


crux) 


STICK GAMES: riEGlX 


!31 


small l*ent- of a foot long which they divide to the number of their gamesters, 
shuffling them fir=t between the palms of their hands, he that hath more than 
hi« fellow Is so much the forwarder in his game many other stringe whim- 
sies be In this game: which would be too long to commit to paper, be that 
*« it noted gambler, hath a great hole in his ear wherein he carries his pplnu 
in defiance of his antagonists. 

Mi mi. St. Joseph river, Michigan. 

P. do Charlevoix 0 -a}-: 

. That day the t’ottaw.itomi had come to play the game of straws with the 
Miami. TlifJ played In the hut of the chief, and In a pi ice opposite. ThK>e 
straws are Muall. about as thick as a wheat straw and 2 inches long Each 
player takes a bundle of them, usually containing two hundred and one, always 
an une\eu number. After having well shaken them about, miking meanwhile 
a thousand contortions and invoking the spirits, they separate them, with a 
sort of thoru or (minted tone. Into parcels of ten. Each one takes hl» own. 
bnpbaz ird. and he who has chosen the parcel containing eleven wins a certain 
number of joints, ns may hive been agreed uion. The game is GO or 60 
There were other ways of playing this game which they were « illing to explain 
to me. but I could understand nothing unless it was that sometimes the number 
1> wins the game They also told me that there 1- as much skill a« Ounce In 
this game, and that the x ivages are extremely clever at It, as at all other games; 
that they give tbemselies up to It and spend whole dajs and nights at it, that 
sometimes they do nut stop playing until they are entirety uaked, having 
nothing more to lose. There Is another way of playing, without stake*. Ibis 
Is purely a pastime, lint it has almost always bad consequences for morals. 
XaiuoacamsET. Rhode Island. 

Roger Williams, in his Key into the Language of America.* says: 

Their game* (hie the English) arc of two sorts: private and public : a gome 
like unto the English cards, jet instead of cards, they play with -trong rushes 

In his vocabulary he gives the following definition-- . 

AkC-'-uog : they are at cards, or telling of rushes pissinnt-guna-b their play- 
ing rushes: ntak£*emin I um telling, or counting, for their plaj is n kind of 
arithmetic- 

Xorbidcew ock. Xorndgewoeb, Maine 

In the dictionary of Father Sebastian Rasies/ as pointed out by 
Mr Davis.* one find- corre-potidmg with p 1 -'-inneg.i nash, the word 
pessomganar. defined as “ Ies pailles avec quoi on joue a an autre jeu,” 
Piecaa. Montana. 

Mr Louis L. Meeker writes:* 

A gome, de-crlbed as straws or Indian cards, is placed with a number of 
unmarked sticks I'! eg in pupils at Fort Shan. Montana, used lead pencils for 


'Journal Ann Voyage dans 1 AmiJrtqae Septrutrlonnate v a. p SIS. Paris 1744 
‘London 1C-I3 Collections of tbe diode Island Historical Society v 1. p. 147 Provl 

* Memoirs American Academy of Arts and Science* n e , > 1 p VIA Camhtldse. 1335 

* Bulletin of the Essex Institute v is. n 176. Salem. 1S8C 

* In i letter to the author 
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the purpose In odd number was separated Into two portions by one i layer 
The other cho«e one port on. It the number was odd, be won. 

Powhatan Virginia 

"Wilbam < 'tmchev* savs * 

Dice play or cards or lots they know not, how be it tber use a game upon 
rushes much like primero wherein they card and discard, and lay a stake too 
and so win and lose They will play at this for their bows and arrows their 
copper beads hatchets, and their leather coats. 

In his vocabulary Strachev gives * To plav at anv game mamantu 
terra can 

Roger Beverley * says 

They have al«o one great diversion, to the practising of which are requisite 
whole handfuls of little sticks or hard straws, which they know bow to count as 
fast as they can cast their ejes upon them and can handle with a surprising 
dexterity 

Sauk and Foxes Iowa (Cat.no yf-fj, American Museum of Nat 
uni History ) 

Bundle of one hundred and two peeled wiUow sticks (figure 313), 1° 
indies m length, and a pointed «tich (figure 314), with a red 
painted tip, 134 inches in length. 

These were collected by Dr William Jones, who describes them as 
implements for the counting game, sgitci hanahamogi The name 
means to count with an agent, ngi 
ta«owa he counts , agita=owem count 

mg 

Dr Jones informed me that tho 
game i< no longer plaved, but from 
the constant reference to it in stories, 
the people are all familiar with it and 
made the above described implements according to their tradition 
In playing, the entire tnndle Is held together In the bands nnd allowed to fall 
In a pile which Is then divided with the pointed stick eilhl the dividing stick. 



Flo 813. 6 tick game length of sticks. 
12 Inches, Saak and Fox Indians, Iowa, 
cat no. ,11, American Museum of 
Natural History 


Fro an. Dividing stick for stick game- length. 13j inches; Sank and Fax Indians, Iowa, cat- 
no. till American if oaemu of Natural History 

The object Is to separate either 9 *hag3wa or 11 metAswl negutl or 13, J5 1 ~ 
or 19c tut the pit 3 er must call out which of tbe-*e numbers be attempts to 
dirldt t«f re putting down the dividing stick. If he succeed* he scores 1 point, 
but if be fa Us the turn goes to another player 


* Ulitorle of Traraile Into \ Irginla Britannia p 8 printed for me Hakluyt Society 
London, ISfD 

* The History and I ‘resent State of Virginia p. 53. London 1*05 p. ID EichnonJ 
VH- l«w. 

•Or 21 31 <1 53,33 43 55,35, 45 ST 47 S> « etc 
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Another set of implements for the same game in thi» collection 
(cat. no. rifr) consists of fifty-one sticks (figure 315). 9J inches in 
length, and a finder, a forked twig 18 inches in length Another 
name for the game is ate-o'kaganani, from ate»o ’kawa. he tells a 
story — that is. a myth. 



Fro SIS. S-ttck (C*w* «Wk* and ft odor, Vogtbof sticks, 9 1 Icckse. length of ttodtr. lsloches; 
Saak and Fax Indians Ion: cat. no American Museum of Xa rural History 

AT1IAPASC VJ4 STOCK 

Ataakit. Ifupa Valley iv~ervation, Califonna. (Cat. no. 12(1903, 
United States National Museum.) 

Set of thirty -one sticks, 8$ inches in length and tnpcrmg to the ends, 
one having o hand of black paint near the middle (figure 310). 
The-e were collected by Lieut. P. II. Ray, l 7 . S. Army, who de- 
PcrilxN the came under the designation of kinnnhelnli • 

ThW rune Is played 1>> any nnmber th.it wl«fc to engage In betting Two deal 
ers sit opposite each ether on a blanket, each backed by two or more singers and 
a drummer. and the game commences by one ot the dealers taking the stick* in 
both hand*, about finally divided, and boldine them behind his bick. ahuf- 
flluc them from hand to hand, niter which lie brings them la front of hi- l*xly 
with both hands extended end llie sticks grasped 'o the plarers can not 



Fro 318 Stick game; length of stick*. 8} Inches: Atsakut Indians, Hops Valley reservation, 
California cat no 13MT>. United States National Jfusenm. 

see the centers. The opposite dealer clasps bis hands together two or three 
times and points towards the hand which he thinks holds the stick with the 
black center. chuu'id he guess correctly, he takes the deal and holds It until 
his opjwnent wins It back In like manner. For each failure a forfeit is paid, 
and one la also demanded when the dealer lo«es the deal. Friends of each parly 
make outside bets on the dealers, and each dealer's bond plays and sings as long 
as be holds the deal « 

Hupa. Hupa Valley reservation, California. (Free Mu=eum of Sci- 
ence and Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 


* S« Prof Otis T. Mason. The Ray Collection from nupa Reservation Report of the 
3tnUiaonI»n Institution for 18*6, pt. 1, p. 234. 1SS0 
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Cat no 37201 Set of one hundred and siv fine wooden splints, 
eight marked in the center with black length, 81 inches., tied 
with a thong 

It \\ as explained by the maker of these sticks that It « ns custoninrv to put four 
sticks ncp« marked w 1th black In n pick although but one Is actually ti««I In 
guesslne The count Is kept with 11 t« Ijr* Two jieople j lav Tbe starter takes 
3 an 1 tl e other i Iij cr f and the panic continues until one or the other has tbe 11 
t»lp* The nut e of the game Is kin. meaning This an 1 the similar sets 

follow! tip are called bo-tcbl kin b etchl twins explained as mem lop correct 
Cat no 37202 Set of -ticks for kin hotthiHn Fift\ three coarse 
splints one marked with black, length 10 inches. 



Pio 31 Counting sticks for stick game length, 7 inches Hop* Indians. California eat no 
Tanr Free Museum of Science and Art University of Penn«vlv»nii 

Cat no 37203 Set of one hundred and nineti three fine splints 
four marked with black length 6f inches 
Cat no 37201 Set of fort a three fine splints three marked with 
black length 0 indie- 

Cat no 3720a Set of one hundred aud thirty tune fine splints, 
fiat marked with black length *>$ inches Twenty four sphnts 
hate spiral ribbons of red the entire length said to hare been 
added to make the sticks more salable for the white trade 
Cat no 37°0G (figure 317) Set of eleaen counting sticks for kin 
called chittistil half sections with bark having three spiral 
lines cut acro-s, length 7 inches 

\ Cre-cent Citj Indian whom the writer met at Areata Call 
forma gate the names of the sticks u=ed m kin as tcliacti and the 
trump as tchaewun 



TlG 318 Stick game length of sticks. 1) inches Hapa Indians. California cat no 3"S*% Free 
Museum of Science and Ait Culvers ty of Pennsylvania 

Cat no 37^08 Set of game sticks, missolich (figure 318) Fifteen 
small sticks of hard polished wood, 4| inches m length 
Sea en. of these have three bands around and three rows of dots or 
points at each end, «eaen hate only three bands and one, two bands. 
The last is regarded a3 the ace or stick which is guessed, hauk 
\ll collected by the writer in 1900 
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IIcpa. Ilnpa Valley re-enatioii. California. ( United Mate- Na- 
tional Mu-eum, ) 

Cat. no. 151073. Set of ninety-eight slender pointed -tick-,. b j mche- 
in length. two marked with a band of black near the middle: 
collec te«l by Lieut. Roliert II. Fletcher. U. S. Army. 

Cat. no. 2I3I4. Set of «ivty-two •-lender pointed sticks, flj mche- in 
length, three marked with hljck band near the middle. 

Cat. no. 2131G. Set of fifty-one -lender -ticks (figure 3IS»), 0* inche- 
in length, thicker than the preceding and not pointed: three 
marked with a black band near the middle. 



Flu 319 Slick nine- length of (ticks, <** inrhes. nnpa Indtsm- Qiliforai*. rat no it’ll*. 

Uottcd St»t« Xfttional Museum 

Cat. no. 21315. Xinetj -three slender pointed sticks. 8J inches in 
length, and two aliout 8} inches in length, po-eibly parts of two 
or more «et-; four marked with hand of black near the middle, 
one carted near the middle, and one carved near the end, as shown 
in figure 320. 



Fio 331. Stick gums; length of sticks, *t Inches HoI» Indians. California rat no *1315. 
United States National Mason in 

The foregoing -penmen- from cat no. 21314 were collected b\ 
Mr Stephen Powers. who describes the game a-, follows. 

Kin, one hundred gambling sticks, four of them m irked black around the 
middle. The player holds up two. and his adversary guesses i» which hand is 
the marked one. If he Is unsocce-sful with this one. he take- another one of 
the. marked. ones, tf unsncce-sfnl with all of the. marked, ones In the htineb, he 
tries another buueh. or scarifies tbe ontside of bis leg®, cutting tbc-ra with sbal 
low cro-s lines A company, sometimes a hundred people, surround tbe players, 
and a drum is be iteu with a stick, to which Is attached a rattle of deer hoofs 
while chanting is kept up. 

Hupa Valley re-ervation, California. (Cat. no. 12C90G, 

United States National Museum.) 

Set of eight cylinders of wood (figure 321), 4f inches in length and 
five-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, made of twigs. Seven 



cru*l STICK GIMES: TAKt'LLI 237 

ns tunny of these ns one of the player* might find convenient were curiously 
rolled Op in dry grass. and according to tbe Judgment of bfs antagonist respect 
lag their number end marts be lost or non. Our friend was apparently tbe 
loser, ns he parted with hU bow and arrows nnd several articles which I had 
given him. 

Takxjlu. Stuart lake. British Columbia. 

The Reverend Father A. O. Morice • refers to a game — 
ntllh. which la times past was passionately played by the Carriers hut Is non 
altogether forgotten except by a few elder men. It necessitated the use of a 
quantity of flnely-po!!«lied bonestleks. perhaps 4 or 3 Inches long 

Father Morice describes atlih as the original counterpart of the 
modem netfeu. or hand game. In a general sense, the name of the 
game may be translated gambling. The t»ones were called alte. 
Father Morice * piles nl«o the following legend of the game : 

A young man was so fond of playlug atllb that, after he had lost every part of 
his wearing apparel, he went so far as to gamble away his very wife nnd chil- 
dren. Disgusted with his condnct, his fellow-villagers turned away from him 
nnd migrated to ouothcr «rot of the forest, taking along nil their belongings, 
and cnrefully extinguishing the fire of every lodge so that he might perish. 

Now, this happened in winter time. Reduced to this sad fate, and in a 
state of complete nakedness, the young unit searched every fireplace in tbe hope 
of finding some bits of burning ciDders. but to no purpose He then took tbe 
dry grass on which his fellow villagers had been resting every night nnd rough! v 
weaved It Into wine sort of a garment to rover bin nakedness 

let without fire or food be could not live So be w ent off in despair without 
enow shoes, expecting death in the midst of bis wanderings. 

After Journeying gome time, as he was half frozen and dying of hunger, he 
euddenly caught eight in tbe top of tbe tall spruce* of a glimmer as of a far-off 
flra Groping bis way thither, he soon perceived sparks flying out of two col 
umns of smoke, nnd cautiously approaching he came upon a large lodge covered 
with branches of conifers. He peeissl through a chink and saw nobody Imf an 
old man sitting by one of two large fives burning in the lodge 

Immediately the old man cried out. “ C<»uio in. my son In law’ " The \oung 
man was lunch astonished. Inasmuch as he could see nobody outside but himself 
“Come in. my sonln law ; what are you doing out in the cold’" came again 
from the lodge. Whereupon the gambler ascertained that it was himself who 
was thus addressed. Therefore he timldir entered, and. following his host's 
suggestion, he set to warm himself by one of the fires. 

The old mao. was called Ne-ja*-hwoUnz. r because, being no other than Tllita,* 
he nightly carries his hou«e about In the course of his travelings. “ Ton seem 
very miserable, my son-ln law, take this up.” he said to his guest while putting 
mantlewise on the young man's shoulders a robe of sewn marmot skins He next 
banded him a pair of tanned skin moccasins and ornamental leggings of the same 

•Notes on the Western D#n#s- Transactions of the Canadian Institute, r 1 p ~S 
Toronto, 1803 

•Ibid., p 79 

• Literally, “ lle-carrlea fas with « sleigh l-a house ’ The fln&J bwollui Is proper to 
the dialect of tbe Lower Carriers, though the tale is narrated tr an fpper Carrier, 
which circumstance would aeem to Indicate that the legend is not as so toanr others, 
borrowed from Tslmpalan tribe. 

* Ursa Major. 
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material He then called out. “Sly daughter, roast l>y tlie fireside something 
to eat for your husband ; he must be hungry” Hearing which the gambler, 
who had tliougbt himself utone with Ne-jac hwolJuz, wn* much surprised to see 
n beautiful virgin • emerge from one of the corner provision aud gi»*N stow nnd 
proceed to prepare a repast for him. 

Meanwhile the old man »»» digging a bote In tin a « lies, whence he brought 
out a whole hla<h liear eooked under the fire with skin and hair on. Pressing 
with his fingers the hrlm of the hole made by the arrow, lie toot, the bear up to 
his guest a lips * tying * Suck out the grease my son In law " The I liter was 
ro exhausted I v fatigue that lie could drink but a little of the warm liquid, 
which caused his host to cxdalm. ” How small bellied my son In law Is'” 
Then the old man went to the second fireplace IlkewUe dag out therefrom a 
whole tear, ami made Ms guest drink In the same way with the same result, 
necomiuuled by n similar remark 

Vftcr they hid »it«n \e-ya«ln»i lluz showed the gninlbr to his resting 
place and cautioned him not to go out daring (lie night .Vs for himself he was 
soon notlrial to leave the lodge that and every other night, and ns be came 
baik In the morning he invariably seemed to |s> quite heated and looked as one 
who had traveled n very great distance 

The gambler lived there h i|ipll> with his new wife for some months. Hut his 
former jwsslon mod rerlrecL .Vs spring eame hack ho would take some nltf In 
an absent minded wnj and set out to play therewith nil alone W hide seeing his 
father In law said to him * If you feel lonesome here my son In law return for 
a while to your own folks and gamble with them.” Then, handing him n set of 
alt* and four f e tquh » he added "When you have won all that la worth win 
nlng throw volir tatquh up over tin roof of the house nnd come hack linmedl 
ntelv Vlso rv momlx r not to speak to your former w Ife.” 

The gambler then made his departure, and was soon again among the people 
who had abandoned him He was now n handsome nnd vvellalreased jonng wan, 
and soon finding jurtmrs for his game he stripped them of all tlielr belongings, 
after which be threw his tatquh over the roof of the lodge Ite abo met his 
former wife ns she was coming from drawing water nnd though slip entreated 
him to t ike her back to wife again he hardened his heart nnd did not know her 

Vet Instead of returning Immediately after lie had thrown bis tat pill over 
the roof ns he had been directed to do, his jussion for ntllli betrayed him Into 
plavlng again when he lost nil be hid won He was thus reduced to his first 
state of wretched nakedness lie then tliougbt of Ne-yae hwolluz of lie new 
wife and his new home and attempted to return to them but he could never 
find them. 

Tuxdinc South fork. Trinity river, California 

Mr Stephen Powers says e 

The Kalitas are Inveterate gamblers either with the game of guessing the 
sticks or with cords, and they have a cunons way of punishing or mortifying 
them'elves for failure therein When one has been unsuccessful In gaming he 
'requently scarifies himself with flints or glia* on the outside of the leg from the 
knee down to the ankle scratching the skin all up crisscross until it Weeds freely 
lie does this for luck believing that ft wftl appease some bad spirit who fs 
against him The ‘Uahs, on Eel river have the same custom 


*8nV-esta " She alts apart " 

•A long throwing rod which serves to play another game 
*The Overland Umtfaly v 0 p 1«3 Sun Francisco IS"" 
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Tutttsi. Siletz reservation. Oregon. (Cat. no. 6360G, Field Colum- 
bian Museum.) 

A bundle of one hundred and sixty-nine wooden splints (figure 323), 
pointed at the ends. 12 inches in length, two with black bands in 
the center, and the remainder plain white ; twelve willow count- 
ing sticks (figure 324), pointed at the ends, OJ inches in length; 
a tubular wooden pipe (figure 325), 10 inches in length. 

These were collected by Mr T. Jay Bufort, who furnished the fol- 
lowing description of the game under the name of tussi: 

This game Is played lerv much the sime as the bone band game, tbe only 
difference being that tbe feeds ore held In the hands behind the back and there 



Fig 32i 


Fie 323. Stick gums , length uf splints, t2 Inches, Tntutnt Indians, glints twnit™, Oregon; 
cat no. 63000, Field Columbian HosMm 

Flo &U Counting sticks for stick game, length, 3} Inches, Tntntni Indian* Sileta reservation, 
Oregon; cat no KWm, Field Colombian Museum 
Fin 32,1 Wooden pipe used in stick game, length, 10 inches, Tututni Indians Siletz reserva- 
tion Oregon; cat no 83006, Field Columbian Museum 

shuffled and (Untied, part in each band The hands are then held one beside 
each leg, and the opposite party (menses hr pointing and loves If he Indicates the 
band holding the marked stick Tallj Is kept b> means of twelve counters 
WliiLitGT. Ilnmboldt county. California (Free Museum of Sci- 
ence and Art, TJiui ersitv of Pennsylvania.) 

Cat. no. 87245. Set of forty-fite fine splints (figure 32G). one marked 
with black; length, 8 inches. 



Fig 826 Stick game, length of splints, 8 inches Whdkut Indians. California cat no 37245 Free 
Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

Cat. no. 37240. Set of sixty-six coarse splints, three marked with 
black; length, 8$ inches. 

Cat. no 37247. Set of one hundred and twelve fine splints, three 
marked with black; length, 8J inches. 

These were collected by the writer in 1900, and are all designated 
hotchikin. 
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CIHMMEsTAX STOCK. 

?sisk\ Vasa river British Columbia 
Dr Franz Boas* de-cnbes. the game 

Q^au Guerin? game played with a number of maple sticks marked with red 
or Mack rings or fotemjc designs. Two of these sticks are trumps. It is the 
object of the game to guess in which of the two bundles of sticks, which are 
wrapped In cedar bark the trump Is bidden Each player uses one trump only 
TsiMSHUh British. Columbia (American ifuseum of "Natural 
History ) 

Cat no J/y Set of *=ixty one wood gambling «tick» » T \ inches in 
length and «iv sixteenths of an inch in diameter, in leather 
pouch, three plain, others painted with red and black nb 
boas, four inlaid with small disks and rectangles of abalone 
«hell ends nipple shaped and inset with di-ks of abalone shell 
Collected b\ Dr Franz Boas. 

CTirNOOAAN STOCK 

CniNoos. Shoalwater baa Washington 

Janie*. G Swan 6 describes the game of la hul ns follows 

A mat is first pi iced on the floor with the ceuter nised up so ns to form a 
email ridge which is kept la its place le four wooden pins stu<k through the 
mat Into the ground. Two persons play at this game who are seated at each 
end of the mat Each pijyer his fen disks of w ood, 2 inches In diameter and a 
little orer nn eighth of an Inch thick resembling the men used in placing hick 
gammon, but much larger The only distinguishing feature about the-e men or 
wheels, is the different manner the edges are colored. There are but two pieces 
of Talue one has the edge blackened entirely around, and the other is per- 
fectly plain while the others ba\e different quantities of color on them, rarjing 
from the black to the white These disks are then inclosed In a quantity of the 
Inner bark of the cedar pounded \ery fine and called tupsoe The player after 
twisting and shuffling them up in all sorts of forms, separates them Into two 
equal parts Is th being enveloped In the tupsoe These are then raplliy unwed 
about on the mat from side to side the other player keeping his eyes most 
Intently fired upen them all the time. lie has bet either on the black or the 
white one and now to win has to point ut which of the two parcels contains 
It. As soon a< be makes his selection which Is done by a gesture of bis hand 
the parcel Is opened and each piece Is rolled down the mat to the rl Ize In the 
center He ran thus see the edges of all and knows whether he has lost or woo. 

\lexamler Boss r savs 

When not employed in war or hunting the Ben generally spend their time In 
gambling. The chief game elial-e-clial at which they stake their ns’*t ralualie 
property Is played by six person*, with ten circular palettes < f polished wood. 

In size and shape resembling dollars. A mat 3 feet trend and 0 feet long Is 
spread on the ground, and the articles at stake laid nt one end then the partle* 

« Fifth report on the Indlsns of British Colombia report «f »h* Kitty flfth Meeting 
of the British Association Tor tbs Ad raoertnent of Science p IS- |.otv!on. l«h 

* The Northwest Coast p. Jo* New York. 1*o* 

• Adrentorc of the First Settlers on the Oregon or Colon. Us Kiser p PO London IS« 
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seat themselves, three on end) side of the mat, faring one another; this done, 
one of the players takes b|> the ten palettes shuffling and shifting them In his 
hands when at a signal given he separates them In his two fists and throws 
them out on the mat towards his opponent, and according .as the pilettes roll, 
slide, or He on the mat when thrown, the party wins or lo«e« This he does 
three times successively. In this manner each tries Ids shUl in tarn. tUt one 
of the parties wins. Whole days and nights are spent In this game without 
teasing, ami the Indians seldom grumble or repine, even should they lose all that 
they possess. During the game the players keep 
chanting n loud and sonorous tunc, accompanying the 
different gestures of the body jn-.t ns the voyageurs 
keep time to the paddle. 

COPEHAN STOCK 

’Vt'lXMMEX. California. (Cat. no. 1933S. Fia3Z! Stiekgame length 
United States National Museum.) of » ,lc ts 31 mchra wm- 
Ten willow twigs (figure 327), 3J inches in ^ 0 ° 

length, nine with bark entire length and x«ti«mai Vwm 
one with band of bark removed in the middle. 

Collected bj Mr Livingston Stone, who describes them ns used in 
n woman's game. 

iroquoian stock 



Himox. Ontario. 

Nicolas I’errot a says of le jeu des pa i lies: 

The savages lo«e at the game of straws not only their own property, but also 
the projiorty of their comrades. To play the game, they procure .1 certain 
number of straws or twigs of 0 certain plant, which are no thicker than the cord 
of a salmon Det They are made of the same length and thickness, being about 
10 Inches long. Their number Is uneven After turning and ml ting them in 
their hands, they are pi iced on a skin or blanket rug. and he who plays first, 
having an nlaiiie or, more often, a small pointed Iwne in his li ind. contorts his 
arms and body, saying chok ! chok' at frequent Intervals These words mean 
nothing In tbelr language, but sene to make known their desire to play well 
pnd with good luck. Then he pushes tlie little l tainted bone into the pile of 
straws and takes as many as he wishes nis opponent takes those that remain 
on the rug and rapidly counts them by tens, making no errors lie w bo has the 
odd number of straws wins 

Sometimes they play with seeds which grow in the woods and which ore a 
little like smalt haricots They take a certain numtier of them each according 
to the valpe of the goods wagered, which may be ft gun, a blanket or In fact 
hujW.tik, mA fee wlao at fefere beglwwVog of the gMae twtas bto straws wmss 
everything and takes alt that his been wagered. If he finds that he holds an 
odd number less than nine, he Is at liberty to Increase bis bets to any extent he 
pleases This is why In one part of the game he Invests, as he pleases, one 
straw and In another part three, five, or seven, for nine Is always supposed. 
It I3 the number that w Ins against all the others, and he who at last finds that 
he bolds nine straws general!' takes everything that has been wigeterl At the 


• 3I€molre sue tea Mature. C< 
trlooale, p. 46, Leipzig, 1804 
24 eth — 03 w 16 
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that he has gained by taking up the seeds wagered, watching out that his 
opponent does not do so If one of them thinks that the straws were not 
properly counted, they are handed to two of the spectators to count, and the 
winder, without speaking, strikes his straws and takes the stakes. 

All this takes place without dispute and with much good faith You will 
notice that this is not at all a woman’s game and that it is only the men who 
plaj it a 

Hurox. Ontario. v 

Bacqueville tie la Potherie'* says: 

They have another game which consists of a handful of straws, the number 
of which is. however, limited. They separate first this handful in two, making 
certain gestures, which only eerve to Increase the Interest In the game, and In it. 
as in bowl, tbey strike themselves heavily ui>on the naked skin on the shoulders 
and on the chest. IVben they have separated the straws, tbey retain one portion 
and give the other to their companions One does not easily understand this 
game, your lordship, at sight Tbey seem to play odd and even 
Father Louis Hennepin * says: 

They nl«o often plaj with a number of straws half a foot long or thereabouts. 
There Is one who takes them all In his hind; then, without looking, lie divides 
them In two When he lias separated them, lie gives one part to Ills antagonist 
Whoever has an even number, according as they have agreed, wins the g ime 
Thov have also another game which Is very common among little children 
In Europe They take kernels of Indian corn or something of the kind; then 
they put some In one hand and UBk bow many there ore The one who guesses 
the number wins. 

Union La Ilontnn * says: 

They have three sorts of games Their game of counters Is purely numerical, 
and be that can add, subtract, multiply and divide l>est bv these counters is tho 
wlmici. 

KOLLSCIIAN STOCK 

Ciiilkat. Alaska. (United States National Museum.) 
tat. no. 404 87. Thirty-four cylindrical wood sticks. part of three 
*cts, ten inches, fifteen inches, and nine 5 % inches in 

length, all marked with black and red ribbons. Collected by 
Commander L. A. Bearddee, U. S. Navy. 

Cat. no. G«909n. Set of fifty-seven cylindrical Ikmic sticks, 4^ inches 
in length and five-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, with a hole 
drilled near one end for stringing; all engraved with fine encir- 
cling lines. One is set with 4 rectangular ‘■trip of abalone shell 
and one with" a rectangular piece of iron-, having another hole, 
similarly shaped, from whieh the ivory has been removed. Six 

•Iter. 3 . Tatltmn. who edited Terrot » moonocrlpt. «ft*r referring to Lafitau's •tatement 
that 1’errot » description of this came la oh«cure that It la nearly tinlntellljrfMr. aajrs 
that ha bna not been more auccesaful than tits predecessors, and the game of straw's 
remains to him an tinaolred Fame (Votes to chap. 10 p. IW) 

* Illslnlre de I Aotllqnr Septentrional**, r 3. p. 22 Tarla. 1723 
'A Pescrlptlon of Louisiana p 301, New Tor*. l««t> 

'Nes VoysBea to North America, v 2, p. IS, London, 1*01, 
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others lime d«.p ‘quart and triangular holes for the insertion of 
slips of non or «hell and twelve are engraved with conventional 
nnuml designs, of which five have holes for the insertion of 
ivorj ejes, ends flat 

Cat no C7009h Set of thirtv nine cylindrical bone sticks -4JV 
inches in length and four sixteenths of an inch in diameter with 
a hole drilled near one end for ‘fringing, all engraved with fine 
encircling lines One has two deep rectangular holes for the 
insertion of abalone ‘hell which has l>cen removed One has a 
row of three dots and three dotted circles. Four are ensrraved 
with conventional animal designs 
The two sets were collected 1*3 Air John J AIcLcan 
Chilkat Vla«ha (Cat no -j/jy, American Aru«eum of Natural 
Hi«tory ) 

Sixtc< n maple gambling ‘ticks 4y\ inches m length and fire sixteenths 
of an inch in diameter, marl ed with ml and black nbborn- and 
six with burnt totomic designs, ends ovate AA ith the ntxive an 
ten odd sticks belonging to «ix or =evcn different set*. Collected 
bj Lieut George T Emmons, U S "Navy 
Stikd»e AJn«ka (Cat no yif, American Mii-eum of Natural 
IIi«tor\ > 

Set of fifty three wood gambling sticks 4 J| inches in length and five 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter, in leather pouch, all marked 
with red and black ribbons and baring each end incised with 
three crescent shaped marks suggesting a human face in part 
inlaid with small pieces of abalone shell and small rings of copper 
wire, ends flat Collected bv Lieut George T Emmons U S 
J»avy 

Taktt Taku inlet Alaska ( American Museum of Natural His 
torv ) 

Cat no bet of fiftv seven cylindrical pobcjied maple sticks 

inches in length in leather pouch all marked with red and 
black ribbons. 

These were collected bv Lieut George T Emmons. U S Naw 
who gave the following designations of the sticks 
Eight are designed as kite blaekfisU one ■» Ueesh rsA-h siaeftah fowr a* hs-U. 
duck ten as I ite-la ta sen gull four a« nork snnfi«h four as shuuko rot n 
four ns been, fly three n« kar $hi«b-sbow like a dragon fir three as tseeke 
black hear three as gtnrh. surf flu k four os lirkar three as yah ah un a. 
South Southerlee (sic] three as Ihb-ot, kohm cross pieces of canoe two as 
tea tblu. dragon fir one a« tls, moon 

Cat no SeT of sixty six cylindrical polished wood sticks -tff 
inches 111 length in leather pouch Twentv ‘even of the«e sticks 
are marked with red and black ribbon thirty eight are plain of 
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which some show old bonds, obliterated but not removed, while 
two are inlaid with a small i octangular piece of black horn (plate 
iv. A - ), and one with a small ring of copper wire. 

Thc-e nKo were collected hr Lieutenant Emmons, who gave the 
following description of the twenty -seven marked sticks: 

Three arc designated a* ttik kut ke-ynr. humming bird tpl.ite iv, a) , three ast 
tenrk, gohlen-oj e (lack (plate it, b ) : three ns dultli. n bird like n heron without 
topknot (plate iv, c) : three ns knn ken. sun (plate iv, d ) ; four ns kite, black- 
fish (plate n, <•) : three ns «irlsh, fonr-pronged starfish (plate iv, f) ; three as 
kok khatete, loon (plate it, o) • three as nrs, stick, tree (plate iv, h ) : two ns 
ttt-thartsv, sen jniU (plate tv, j\ 

TiAnr.n. Alaska. (American Museum of Xntural History.) 

Cat. no. Set of forty-threo gambling si icks, 5-|V inches in length 
and five-«ixteo!iths of an inch in diameter, in leather pouch; ono . 
plain, others marked with red and black ribbon ; ends nipplc- 
shnped. Fort Wrangell. 

Cat. no. Set of forty-six wooden gambling sticks, 5^* inches in 

length and five-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, in leather 
pouch: nil marked with red and black ribbons. Fort Wrangell. 
Cat. no. Set of sixty-two polished maple gambling sticks, 4-jV 

inches in length and one-fourth of an inch in diameter, in leather 
pouch; painted with red and black ribbons, in part inlaid with 
nbalone shell; one carved with head of a man; ends ovate. 
Sitka. 

Cat. no. t|. Set of sixty-seven maple gambling sticks, 4,^ inches 
in length and five-sixteenths of an inch in diauicter, in leather 
pouch; all marked with red and black ribbons; ends ovate. 
Sitka. 

Cat. no. iset of forty-three wood gambling sticks, 4fJ inches m 

length and four-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, in leather 
pouch ; twenty-two painted with red and black ribbons, others 
plain, ends having small raised flat disk. 

Cat. no j-fjx- Set of forty-nine wood gambling sticks, 3 T * T inches in 
length and five-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, in leather 
pouch; all painted with red and black ribbons; ten inlaid with 
small pieces of aba lone shell, topper, and horn; ends flat. Fort 
Wrangell. 

All of the above specimens were collected by Lieut. George T- Em- 
mons, U. S. Xnvy. The name is given as alhkar. 

In a reply to an inquiry addressed by the writer, Lieutenant Em- 
mons wrote as follows: 

All of th8 nets ot sticks catalogued In roy collection In New York were pro- 
cured among the Tllnglt people, who inhabit the coast of southeastern Alaska 
from Xass river northwaid to the delta of Copper river, together with the 
adjacent Islands of the Alexander archipelago, exclusive of Annette and the 
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western jKirUon of I Tin a. of l\nte* M.imL The Tllnglt an- <11 tided Into xlx 
twi tribal division* I nt tln"^ 1 nr« | urcly geographical Tiny nro practically 
one jioople nil Tllnglt In languagt custom* nod maimer*. Gambling sticks arc 
common t) nil Imt are more pnonll) found a mon g the more southern pc<ple 
Tht same character of stick I* found muons tin three c nttgumis jks | Ins 
Tllnglt Ilnl It nn I Tstinslilan an 1 I slrnuld *av extended down the west t > the 
extremity of \aneouur Wand. The Tllnglt are tlte most nortlun people who 
tr* Hum I btllexc U* names, which depen 1 ui*m tl» sticks are somewhat 
nr! Itmrj- 

Dr Vim 1 Kmik 1 • «njs 

The Tllnglt ptay with round sticks marked with red stripes about 4 Inches 
In length, riiese art mixed It rolling n hundle of from ten to twenty lack 
ward and forward betwt* n tlie |ulms < f tin. hands. The stick* are then 

dealt out tog«ther with n piece of n-dnr lark which serves to cover the marks 
It Is now the point to guess then* marks. Two persons or two sides only plav 

Tiincit Norfolk sohik!, Vlaska 

Cipt (icorpe Drxon* 

Tin only gambling Implements I iwiA were fifty two small round t Its of wood 
nbout the sire of jour ml Idle finger and different!* marked with rod paint \ 
game Is played hy two persona with these | lc«x*s of wood. «n 1 chiefly consists 
In placing them In a rarlety of positions but I am unal le t • descrlls? It mlnulely 
The man whom I before mentioned our having on !*>.ird at P< rt Mutgrave lost 
a knife a spear and several toes [toys] at this game In Jess than an hour 
though thl* loss was at lm«t equal to an I ngllsli gamester l»lng his estate jet 
the i>oor fellow Imre his 111 fortune with great patience and equanimity of 
temper 

-Port dca Pran^ais, Alaska 

J Hr de h Pirou«-c <■ «a>s 

They have thirty wooden j leccs. each having different marks like our dice 
of these they hide seven each of them ptnjs In his turn and he whose guess 
comes nearest to the number marked upon the seven pieces Is the winner of the 
stake agreed upon which ts generally n piece of Iron or n hatchet. This g-rmiug 
renders them serious and melancholy 

— — - Sitka, Alaska 

Otto \on Kotzebue * saj« 

Tbelr common game ts played with little wooden sticks painted of various 
colors, and called hy several names such as crab whale dnek etc which are 
ftvswv.'srawvKs.'/’ tsissiin r .exvd finest! m Aarpr n>Tprtv! jfWIi moss- the 
players being then required to tell In which Leap the crab the whale etc., lies. 
They lose at this game all their possessions, and even their wives and children 
who then become the property of the winner 



alchkA. 

•A Voyage round the World p -> t5 Loudon 1,03 

•A Voyage roond the World. In the year* ITSj 1788 178 and 1788, t 2, p 150 
tendon 1708 


ind the World, r tp.61 London 1830. 
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KT LAXAPAN STOCK 

Poiio. Ukiali. California. (Cat. no. 3002. Brooklyn Institute Mu- 
seum.) 

Bundle of thirty-fiie small peeled sticks (figure 32S), 4J inches in 
length, and eight counting sticks, *=plit twigs with bark on one 
side. 7 inches in length. Collected hv the writer m 1903. 

One plaver takes the bundle of sticks, forty or fifty, in his hands, and dir ides 
them swiftly and then counts them off In fours the other player guessing the 
remainder by calling out yet. pun. ship, (now obsolete — j w. n.l. or to ,'ccprd 
Ing as lie would gue*-s a remainder of one two three, or none user If he 
gne-.=es correctly, he scores and takes one of the eight counting sticks. 



Fig 323. Fig. 320 


Flo 38s Stick game, length of sticks, *i inches, length of counters, 7 inches Pumo Indiana, 
Ukiali, California, cat no 3«fi, Brooklyn Institute Museum 
Fig 320 Stick gums; length of sticks, 2» inches, length of counters. 7 inches Fomo Indians, 
Mendocino county California, cat no TTO38, Field Columbian Museum 


Heien miles south of Ukiah, Mendocino county, California 

(Cat. no. 70938. Field Columbian Museum.) 

Bundle of forty-five sticks (figure 329). 2J inches in length, and six 
counting sticks, 7 inches in length. 


These were collected by Dr 



Flo 330. Stick game, length of sticks, 3 
laches Porno Indians. Lake county, Call- 
•fornia. cat no. 71010, Field Columbian 
Museum 

the game as liaimasol, sticl 


. Hudson, who describes them as 
used in n gucssmggame called witch. 

Lake county. California. 

(Cat. no 71010, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Bundle of *.110115, 5 inches in length 
(figure 330), for match game. 
Collected by Dr .7 W TIml«on, 
who gov-e tlvo Porno mme for 
3 mixed up 


LCTUAJIIAX STOCK 

Klamath. Siletz reservation, Oregon (Cat. no. 63C07, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Thirteen fine wooden splints (figure 331). sharp pointed at both ends, 
G| inches in lengtli. Eleven of the sticks have three bands of 
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red alternating with two black (burned) binds in the middle, and 
on two the band in the middle is white 
These were collected by Mr T Jat Bufort, who furnished the 
following account of the game under the name of tuckinaw 
This game is played on the principle of the bone bind game The sticks are 
divided and a wi«p of grass Is wrapped n round each of the bundle-, which are 
laid out In front of the player for the opposite side to guess In this game the 
partv loses If he guesses the white stick. 



FlO TH- Stick game* length of sticks, <1 inches Klamath IndmTix. SCeta reservation, Oregon 
cat- no. oar Field Colombian Museum. 

MOQCEUTMN AN STOCK 

Olajeentke and Cost and v\ San Francisco mission Cahforma 

Otto roil Kotzebue,* who given a h«t of the tribes at this minion, 
comprising Guunen, Olumpili, Sahlan, Sonomi, and Utchium, Eav« 

Tins being *v holiday the Indians did no work bat divided Into groups 
amused themselves with various pastimes, one of which requires particular 
dexterity Two sit on the ground opposite each other boIdlDg in tbeir hands 
a number of thin sticks md the«e being thrown up at the same time with great 
ripidity they immediately guess whether the number is odd or even at the 
side of each of the plavers a person sits, who scores the gain and Ios« As 
they always play for something and yet pos ess nothing hut their clothing 
which they are not allowed to stake they employ much pains aud skill on little 
white shells which serre instead of monev 

Again, he <=avs b 

The game is played between two antagonists at odd or even with short sticks 
in umpire keep* the account with other sticks. 

FUJtTNAN STOCK 

Ololopa California 

V Delano* savs 

They ore most Inveterate gamblers and frequently play nway every article 
of value they possess but beads ire their staple gambling curren *y They 
have two or three games one of which Is with small sticks held In the band 
which being snl lenlj opened some roll on the fingers, wl en tl e opposite player 
guesses at a glance their number If he guesses right he wins if wrong pays 
the forfeit 


•A voyage of Discovery (1815-18) v 1 p. "91 London, 1821 

* Ibid r 3, p 4Jt 

• Life on the Plains, p. 30* Auburn I80L 
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S\UMI\S STUCK 

Hilmcociui. British Columbia. {Field Columbian Muslim.) 

Cat. no. lfcllh. Set of fiftv-fivo cylindrical wood '-ticks. 4 J indies m 
length, in leather pouch; variously figured, the eiuN rounded. 
Cat. no. IS31^. Set of twenty-four cylindrical wood sticks, -|j niche* 
to length, in leather pouch; twenty- four painted m various ways, 
and three caned to repris-ent the human figure. 

Cat, no. 1S3.V). Set of forty-two cylindrical wood sticks. 1J inches 
in length. in leather pouch; variously marked with colored rib- 
Imns the emh rounded. 

All collected hv I)r Franz Hons. 

British Columbia. (Cat. no. ,l$ s , American Museum of 

Xatunil History.) 

Set of gambling 'ticks, collected by Mr (Jeorge Ifiint. 

Cttuxiu tilth. Brttisb Columbia. 

Mr Charles Hill-Toitt « piles tbe following word* mins vocabulary; 
Onmlite (to). Mild*!. ( ruiiMi*. Ifllli t’l tell . RxmhlltiE Ml<k. slrliVI 

CkAlAAM. Washington. 

A Clallam l>oy, John Itnub, deserilied this trilx' ns playing the 
guessing game with wooden disks under the name of slahalum. The 
disk with a while edge is called swnika, man, and that with a dark 
edge, shmi, woman. 

Fort Vnucoiivt r, Washington. 

Paul Kane* s-,ys: 

Tl><> Rime |4 enllod li-lmllum, and lx plnym! with ten prnnll circular nieces of 
wood. ««e of which Is murkest black; tboue pU-ecx nre slue (lid about rnphlly 
between two bundles of fnijed tvilir bark. Ills opponent midden Ij Rtnpx bis 
uliuflllnc and endeavors to Knew* In width bundle the bl irkened piece is eon 
eenlisl They are bo jiasulmiately foml of this came tint they freipieiitly piss 
two or three ronvceutlic d-ijn noil nights nt It without eenslp^ 
CLF3i('i.F)i\uiT8. Kupcr island, British Columbia. (Bctlin Mu- 
seum fur Volkerknnde.) 

Cat. no. IV A 2031. Eleven wooden gaming disks, 2 niches in 
diameter. 



Fio SK Wooden Ramin* disk: diameter 1| Inches. Clemclemnlntfl Indians Koper island. 
British Columbia, cat no IV A S9*t. Berlin Masonm IQr VOlkerkunde 

Cat. no. IV A 23S1. Ten wooden gaming disks, (figure 332), 1J 
inches in diameter. 

Both were collected by Mr F. Jacobsen 

* Report of tbe Seventy cecond Meeting of the British Association for the Advance- 
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Nisqi \lm Wa-lungton 

*Mr Georgi Gibb- - states 

** knot licr [frame] at which they exhibit ‘till more interest i« 
plait d with ten di-ks of lunl wood alwut the diameter of a Mexican 
dollar and somewhat thicker «. died m the jnrgrni, t‘d t-il m the 
\l-kwilh language la halp On< of tlun i- marked and called the 
chief V -mooth nut j- spread on tin ground at tin end- of which 
the oppo-ing placer- ire -cited their friends on either -ide who are 
provided with the retpu-ite- for a noi-e. as in the other ti'~e The 
party holding tin di«l»- hi- i bundle of the fil*r- of the cedar 
hark in which he enielop them and after rolling than about tear- 
tlie bundle into two part® hi- opponent pie- ing in winch bundle the 
chief lit- Tht-e di k- an made of tlx \tw and mn«t lx. cut into 
“hope with lienor tooth cln«cl- only The m irking of Ultra i- m it 
self an art certain persons being ihlc hi their -pell- to imbue them 
w ith luck and their manufacture- brine very Inch price- Tlie game 
i- counteel i- in tht fir-t mentioned T irther down the coa t ten 
highly poll -bed «tick- ire u-ed in«tei<l of di k- 
Penii n Orrm r- Montan i 

Tin Dictionary of tlx Kali j* 1 k gi\e» the following definition 

PIjv it -tick* < lilnox illtkel 

PtitLLte Puyallup recreation Puget <otind, M n lnngton (Cat 
no ji‘W Field Columbian Mu-eum ) 

^et of ten wooden di k- JJ indie- in diameter with raised edge 

This was collected In Dr George \ Por-ey who In- fumi bed the \ 
folloyving particulars 

Nine of game i-uwextdz name of ill«k*s lahilslp six female- half Mack 
and half wli te me male nil Uirt three oil I all white ebatosedn 

I was tol 1 l\ tl e Indians from w* ui 1 gi t the gau e that there are generally 
fifty oonnters. 

Tacoma M a hington 

Tlie Taeoma correspondent of the San Franci-eo Kxaimner Mr 
Thomas bammons give- the following account m that paper Febru 
arv 10 189o 

The sing gamble is the great contest between two tribes of the rn"et •‘ound 
Indians for the trophies of the rear an t for *u h 1 lankets wearing apparel 
vehicles and horses as can le spared to he u-ed for stakes nnd sometimes more 
than should be spared. This jear the pot at the beginning of the garni le con 
slsted of 12 Winchester rifle* of the !ate«t pattern 11 sound horses. " boggles 
100 blankets -S3 shawls an uncounted pile of mats, clothing for men and women 
(some badlv worn and some In good condition but mostly worn) and $-11 In 

• Contributions lo North American Ethnology Tip COO Washington IS " 

•A Dictionary of the hall pel or Flathead Indian Language, compiled by the Mission 
aries of the -odety of Jeans, sj. Ignatius Print, Montana 1S7T-S-9 
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tbe sbariuess of the Bfitlitr f r shirts ami trouser* wore exceedingly sea roe 
when the sixtieth stick Inti pne It* the I uyillup end of Ibe UnnI. U the last 
|urt of the gamble the I lack Mver* plunged wlldlv The run of look of the 
Puyallup bad 1 ‘oen constant noil Captain Jack announced u> bis follower* that 
this codM not contlnne Luck ura«t turn ami here was a chance for them to get 
ctery movable thin? excel l that which belongs to the Government, transferred 
from the Puyallup Beservotlon over to live Black I Ivcr KtHfY&taoB. Hi* me® 
were qolck to follow his suggestion, anil the revolt It that poverty la Intense this 
year at Black River anil the Puyallup are having a loom. 

Mr Sammons ha« kimlh funit lietl tlie writer with the diagram 
(figure 333 ) showing the po-itions of the pl'n er- 
lour Indians sit on each ■Me of the two mat*, making teams of eight on each 
Mile In ad lltlou to the Indian who actuallv il *■* the playing The portion of 
this Indian Is designated V B kt the time of making the drawing k was 
shuffling the dt k n j Icce of wood glass or stone half the sire of an ordinary 
tal !e saucer The player* two hand* tv«t on the mat and about them Is a 
bunch of straw moss, or anything of a like natnre that can !>c had conveniently 


* 0—0 _ 

O- 1=3 ca O' 

OOOO 0-000 



oooo oooo 


B_»c* R~r« So* . 1 »»uv*lso» Sot 

bJ 

Flo Utl Poeit* n of j layers id dak paine PnymBaj* Indian*. Wuhinpon from sketch by 
-1 Thoms* Sammons. 

anil u«ed f r the purpose of hiding the player* hands am] confusing the oppo- 
site team while the di*k is being shuffled about- F and F represent turn turn, 
or 1 ass-drum players who keep up a loud drumming while the shuffling Is 
going on. This Is done with the tK>pe cf confusing the opposite team much as 
coaching is carried in from the coaching line for bjieloll team* of the | resent 
period k blaring heap of log* at the side warms the warriors and Is tea led 
by the women The women during the game *Ing monotonouslv as do also 
the f ur men on each side of the plaver The opposing team who have to do 
the gue—sing remain verj quiet anl watch very close] \ every move of the 
hlder s hands. Should the opposing team guess rightly < ne stick the size of 
ones thumb and about o inches fong fs added fo the teams credit on fhe tally 
tioanl placed between the drummers should the opposing team fail to guess, 
a stick Is added to the credit of the team whose captain is doing the shuffling. 
When either «=ide win* all the sticks the game is over and the cows horses, 
wearing apparel dog*, harness, cash, watches, and wagons constituting the 
stakes are delivered to the winner*. 

SncawAr Kamloop', Bnti h Columbia 
Dr Franz Boa's* a\s 

Another gambling game is played with a series of sticks of maple wood aboot 

* Second General Report on the Indians of British Columbia. Report of the Sixtieth 
Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science p. (Ml London. 1S9L 

( 
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4 inches long and painted with various maih« There are two players to the 
game, who sit opposite each other. A fisher skin. which is nicely painted, Is 
placed between them, bent in such a way os to present two faces, slanting down 
townrd the plnjeis Each of these takes a number of sticks, which he coders 
with hoy, shakes, and throwR down, one after the othex, on his side of the skin 
The player who throws down the stick bear lug a certain mark has lost 
Skokomisii. Washington. (Cat. no. 19048, Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

Set of ten wooden disks, 2 inches in diameter and one-fourth of an 
inch thick, periphery well rounded and sides concave, colored 
light red; accompanied bj n tongh split cedar board, 3 bv 10 
inches, three-sixteenths of an incli thick, said to go with the 
game. 

Collected by Rev. Myron Eells. 

Snohomish (?). 4 Tulahp Agency, Washington. (Cat.no 130981, 
* United States Rational Museum.) 

One hundred and thirty-two wooden disks, part of twenty-three sets. 
Collected b_v Mr E. C. Cherouse, United States Indian agent, 
1875. 

The number of sets may be somewhat less than this, owing to some 
of the pieces, although bearing diiTeient marks, having been com- 
bined for use. 

The different sets are distinguished by a variety of marks, some of 
which are so minute as to escape all but careful examination. These 
marks consist chiefly of minute holes, like pin holes, in ones, twos, 
and threes, variously arranged oil the faces of the disks. Some sets 
have raised rims, with a line of nicks on each face next to the edge; 
others are painted with a dark iin£ near the edge. The edges are 
either blackened or painted red the entire distance around, or are per- 
fectly plain, or part plain and part blackened, this last land prepon- 
derating. There are but two complete sets of ten disks each in the lot. 
The disks vary from to 2) inches in diameter, those m each set 
being perfectly uniform and appearing to be cut from the same piece 
of wood. 

The collector gave the follow mg account of the game 

The present casters or trundles are mr.de of a sbiub that grows in rich bottom 
lands and Is called by the Indians set tvebas The shrub is the genus T tbiir- 
tium, and I would call It the wild snowball tiee They boll the trundles during 
three or four hours, and when dried thej scrape them with shave grass until 
they are well shaped, polished, and naturally colored The common set for a 
game of two gambleis Is twenty apiece Two of the casters are called chiefs 
and are edged with black or white, and the others are slaves, or servants. Fine 
mats are expanded on a levet place and fixed to the ground by pins made for 
that purpose The two antagonists surrounded bv tbelr respective partners, sit 
on the ends of the mat, leaving a free space between Each one keeps bis 
casters hidden under two handfuls of stlowi. or dressed bark, the partners siug- 

" It Is net possible to determine tbe tribe exactly 
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Ing The fi>len are ilirMal fire nmler the right hand and fire under the left 
While the counters ire running out from the right to the left the opposite 
antagonist jiolnts ont to the right or the left tefore they ire out naming the 
thief and If it happens the chief corn's ont in accord with the guessing the 
gue^aer wlas the game If it comes out from a different direction, he loses the 
game When Indiins gamble tber punt their fires with different colors md 
designs, representing the spirit they invoke for success, md they Co their utmost 
to deceive each other 

boNGMi Vancomn island British Columbia 

Dr Fr mz Bo ts" describes, the following game 

SlEll3 lent or w n |h uti. is pi lie*! with one w bite and nine black disks The 
f >rroer i< culled “ the tnin Two players take pirt in the game. They sit oppo- 
site eich other and each ha« i in it before him the end nearest tiie partner 
lielug raised a little The plaicr cover* the disks with cedar birk and shakes 
them in the hollow < f his binds which are I ud one on the other Then he 
tike- five Into eicb hand and keeps them wrapped In cedar lurk moving them 
lackward and forvurl from right to left Now, the opponent guesses In which 
hand the white disk is. Eich player h «i file sticks Iving In one row by fa s side. 
If the guessor guesses right he rolls i stick oier to his opimncnt who Is the 
r liest to guess. If the gtip"cr guesses w ron? ho gets a stick from the plijer who 
sli mk the disks md who continues to shake The game is at nil end when one 
unn his gyt ill the sticks. He has lost. Sometimes one tribe will challenge 
in tber i > u game of sIcIlI Ilih In this c-isc It Is called lEbllcmt latl or 
wupk at-s I itl 

Continuing Doctor Boas e-u « . 

In gllul ling the well known sticks « f the northern tribes are often used or a 
1 lect of U ue l« hidden In the hands of a member of < ne party while the other 
must guess where it Is 

It is considered indecent for the women to look < n when the men gituhle 
Only when two tribes pi ir igim«t e-icli otlier are tljey allmed to lie present, 
rhes sing dnrln„ the gitm wising their mis up nm] i! iwn rhvthmlc-illj Men 
and women r f the winning jnrtv paint their faces rod. 

.Thompson Indians Ilnti-h Columbn (Cut no j$; 5l American 
Museum of Natural Iltstora ) 

fret of ‘iflifn willow sticks (figurt »{4). i,\ inches tn hngth and 
three-sixteenth* of an melt in diameter, all marked with nltlions 
of ml plinf in a small fnngtd buckskin {touch, stitchid with nn 
ornamental figure in ml nttd grn n silk Collected bj Mr .fames 
Teit 

Tilt collector gne~ the follow mg account 1 

\n. ther gam* engaged in aim M altugetlnr 1>y the men was played with a 
immtMsr of sinks. These were from 4 to '• Inches In length and ntout a quarter 
of mu In* h in disfneter unde of irmintain maple wood roundel and smooched 
> ff There win no definite Dumtvr of sticks in a set Some wl* ronliliml only 
twelve stick* nn tails other* had n« man) as thirty Most of the sticks wore 

* s»ror>l R.»nl I sport on the Indian* of Prlflab ColnotMa Report of Ike “mirth 
Merlins of tbe liiltlib AMormtioB for I he Adraorrtnent of KcWore p S7I Loudon IS9I 

► The Thompson Indian* of Itrlthb Colnmbl* Memoir* of Ibe kmerlran Mu*enm of 
Nitnrtl lllsioir T p. 512, New Tort. 1900 
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carved or painted, some of them with picture*! of animals or birds of which their 
possessors bad dreamed Each min had bis own sticks and earned them in a 
buckskin bag Two of the sticks were marked with buckskin or sinew thread 
or with a painted ring aronnd the middle I do not know exactly the points 
which each stick won The playeis kneeled opposite each other, and each 
spread oat In front of him bis gambling mat [figure 335], which was made of 
deerskin. Each bad a bundle of dry grass The man w bo played first took one 
of the sticks with the ring and ••inotkei one. generally one representative of his 
guardian spirit, or some other which he thought lucky, and put them on his mat 
bo that the other pi Tver could see them Then he took them to the near end of 



Flo 3® Gambling mat for stick game length, 31 metes. Thompson Indians British Columbia 
cat no «|t, American Museum of Natural History 
Flo 336. Pointer lor *t\t 't gome representing n ■ ranc Vr.gth, Ju inches, 'Thompson Indiana, 
British Columbia isl no iit T American Ma*enm of Natural History 

the mat, where hi* knee was and where the other man could not see them and 
vwWwi v.wlv stock. wit iw tlv> gt.vvc wwttl it tmwi Tlww Ito 

placed the griss covered stirio, clown on the mat ngilh The other man then 
took bis pointer [figure 3-Ji>] aiid after tapjiing each of the gr.i«s-coi ertil sticks 
tour times with It. moved them around with his pointer four times, following 
the sun's course Then he sepirated one from the other bv pushing It with his 
pointer to the edge of the mnt Tlien the other m m took up this stick anil 
drawing It hack and loosening the gras** around it, shoved It hack into the center 
of his set of stick* Then lie took up his sticks and. after shaking them loosely 
In his bands near his ear. threw them down on the mat, one after another. 
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After all bad been thrown down and only one trump or ringed stick was found 
among them then It was known that ti>e other was the one left In the grass, 
and therefore that the other pWw had left the winning stick But If both 
trumps came out when the sticks were thrown don n then It w as known that be 
had put aside the winning stick and left the other Tad thus lost Afterwards 
the find player h3d to guess bW opponents sticks in like manner The stake 
was rained, according to agreement, at so tnanr counters and so maur counters 
a chance If a man lost four tunes in succession he frequently lost the stake. 
Each placer had his own set of sticks his mat and hi- pointer The names 
of the designs on the *-ct represented Id the figure f.'SH] are giren in the legend 
ot the figure Thee often accompanied the game with a song This game has 
been out of u«e for many years 

Twaxa Washington • 

Iter llrron Eells* sav« ther have three methods of gambling — 
with round blocks or disks, with bones, and the women s game (the 
beaver teeth dice game) He gires a more extended account of the-e 
games in Ills paper on the Indians of W n-liington Territory * Con 
cermng the game with di«ks he «avs 

This I« the mens game as a general thing but sometimes all engige In it 
There are ten of these disks In h act. All but one hare a white or blick and 
white run. Fire of them are kept under one hand of the placer on a mat and 
fire underneath the other hand, corered with cedar bark licaten fine After 
being shuffled round and rouu I for a short time one of the opposite party 
guesses under which hand the dl«k with the black rim R Fie tells this without 
a wont, but with a peculiar motion of one band. If he guesses right be wins 
anl plats next but If his conjecture Is Incorrect he loses anl the other side 
continues to play The two rows of players are 10 or 12 feet apart Generallr 
they hare six or more sets of the** Mocks so that If ns ther suppose lack does 
not attend one ml they can try another These different sets are marked on 
the edges to dl«lingui h them from other sets. Another way of distinguishing 
them Is ly baring them of slightly different sizes T1 er are inn le eery smooth 
cf hard wood, sandpapered, and then by use are worn still smoother In this 
game they keep tallr with a number of slicks used as checks about T Inches long 
The number of these varies according to the amount bet twelre of them Ring 
used It Is said when twenty dollars is wagered. I hare nerer seen more than 
forte used. TIct begin with an equal number of checks for each party and 
then each side tries to win all one being transferred to tl e winner each tin e the 
game ts won. If there is a large number u«ed and fortune favors each party 
nearly alike it takes a long time — sometimes three or fonr dir®— to lint h a 
game This game Is sometimes played ly onlr two persons. Int usually there 
are many engaged In It In the latter ea«< when one player liecomes tired or 
thinks he I* In bad luck another takes his place 

Another form of this game ts called the tarnations game A large number of 
people who bare a tnmanon* Including the nomen. tale part In It, but the men 
onlr shuffle the disks. The difference t-etween this f nn of the d[«k g. me and 
the other form consists in the taro-anous While one man plays tlie other mem 
Iiera of his party beat a drum clasp their hands, and sin"- each one I believe 
singing his or her own tamanous i“ ng to Invoke the al I of his spec In! guardian 
spirit I was lately present at one of these games where firty tally blocks 
or checks were used, and which laded for four days, when all agreed to stop 

* ballet to of the tnlled Sum Geotoricsi Surrey r 3 n. t p. W««hlort®o tS " 

* %nno»l Report of ibe SmlthsooUo Institution for RS* pt 1 p CIS. !««>> 
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neltlior part} hiding won ll>«» cumr. Very uriilmn tin IIipj pin) fur inert* fun 
There !•< fenernllj n small stake. nmt wmietlniew from one hundred to two hun 
ttretl dollars I* 1 h>L 

The ] till L*i ih say lint they now strike less money uiitl spend less time In ('nullin' 
ttuili formerly It Is said tli.it In fonmr jenra ns uitiih ns n thousand dollars 
was si nne times slaked and that tin" players Us nine so Infatuated m to hot 
everything (hey lind, eien In the dollies oil their hacks At present thn sel 
dotn gamble except on rnluj days or when tin*) line little e!*e to do. There 
Is no drinking in connect Inn with It. Outside part It s sometimes I .<■ t on the 
game ns white people do There Is a tradition that when HoMhatt “ttniie, n 
long time ago, lie tohl tliem to she up all their hid luhlts and tilings, these 
nmons other**, that lw* t«w>k the disks and threw tliem lido the water, hut that 
they c'liue back. He tlien threw them Into the Ore. hut t!ie\ came out He 
threw them away ns fur ns lie oniiM, hut they returned, mid so he tlnrw them 
aw ny live times. nml or ery time they oimo Intik . nlti r w Id'll lie told the people 
tint they might use them for fun or sport' 

tUtUIUTlAN STOCK 

Klikitat. Washington. (Cat. no. . r >lBl. r >, Peabody Museum of 
American Archeology and Ethnology.) 

Set of ten wooden disks, 2 inches in diameter, with raised runs and 
incised marks around the inner edge. Two hate plain white 
edges sjy, edges partly plain and partly burned black, and two 
burned around entire circumference; * accompanied by four 
wrought copper pins (figure 337), 11 incites in length, said to 
be used in holding down the mat on which the game is played. 
Presented by Mr A. W\ Robinson. 


0=£2c 


Flo. tlT. Copper pins used in holding dawn gambling ma 
KllUtnt Indians, Washington, cat no 5]Al't. Peabody Mqs 

Ethnology 

SIIAS1AK MIK K 


ACHOMAWL Ilat Creek, California (Cat no American Mu- 

seum of Natural History.) 



VlO W. fttlclcgwpir, length of stick* Hj inches. Achomwwl ludtaas, Rst Creek, California., ea.' 
no j{f, American Sltmum of Natural History 

Nineteen slender sticks (figuie 338), about 84 inches in length. 

Collected in 15)03 by Dr Roland B. Dixon, who gave the name a 
tcupauwiya. 

■ l* usunl. the disks lire marked with small punctures The arrangement Is os fol 
lows Two with three marks on rich side, three with three maika on one side, two on 
reverse ; two with two marks on each side, three without marks 
24 ETn — 05 Xf 1? 
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Shasta Slletz reservation, Oregon (Cut ho yfjg, American Mu 
w urn of Vntural Histon 

I onrtecn fUck 1 * (figure inches m length, two plain and twelve 

punted in tli* middle with a 
hroid brown bind and black 
band-, outside Collected in 
100 5 bx I)r Roland B Dixon. 


MOV \\ STOCK 

Vs-HNinoiN Ylberla 
Rex John Maclean" say« the 
‘stomes have the odd and even 
game, which is plaxcd with small 
sticks or goo-rf* qmlK 
CoNCtprr "North Carolina 
John Lao'on* «a\s 
The women were Terr t>n«Hy engaged 
In pimlnjj Tht name c r ground* of It I 
ctnll « t learn ttnugh I looked on oMve two boon. Tlielr arithmetic was 
kept with n heaj « f lu II in grain 

* Wwbetr » pre-unnbU referring to the nlx>ve game lie "axe 
Their clilefest rime linwrtif nrithtnetlc which l» nnnisel I r a parcel of 
small af lit reed*. the tlltkue-s of n small bent these are made very nletly 
ao tl at tl ev |«nrt mi t are fractal le In tl elr Inmk They are fifty -on. In nmu 
her tlclr length about 7 Inctes whin they play they throw part of them to 
tlnlr nut ipmUl tlu out Is to diacoter upon sight h w mnj you bin nnl 
what yon throw t > him that pi iya with you. Souk are so expert at their nuro 
licrs tli it tley will tell ten times t gotlter what the' throw ont of their hands. 
\llbough the whole plnv J« carried on with the quickest motion It N poOble to 
use yet Kline are so M|ert at this gnu id ns to win great Indian esl ites by this 
I Hr \ pwd net of tl es*. reeds fit to play w Ithal are valued aud sold for a 
dressed doeskin 

Dxkota (Teton ) 'south Dakota 

Rex T Oxxen Dor-ox in Games of Teton Dakota Children - de- 
scribe^ a game plaxed bv children or adults of either sev 
Chun wiyushnan j I odd or even. Played at any time t y two persons. A like 
number of green switches most he prepared by each player Sumac sticks are 
generally chosen as they are not easily broken bT handling bence one name for 
sumac stalks Is “Counting stick stalks. One stick fs made the odd one prob- 
ably distinguished by some mark XX hen they begin one of the players seizes 
all the sticks and mixes them as well as he can. C/Ioslng his eves he divides 
them into two piles, taking about nn equal number In each hand. Then crossing 
his hands, he says to the other player Come take whichever lot you choose" 

•Canadian Savage Folk p 28, Toronto 1886 

•The History of Carolina p 27 London ITU p s" 

• Ibid- pic, London ed p 2S9,Baletgh ed. 

* The American Anthropologist, r 4 p. 344 1891 
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Both ptiver* are seated Tire other mike* hi* choice, nml then ench one exam- 
I lies what he has. lie w ho Ins the odd *ukk wins the game 

Omaha. Nebraska. 

I’cv. ,1. One# Dorsey* pees the following description of the stick- 
t Diluting game among the Omaha : 

ja'-tlnn, stick ivuiutlng, l* played hj II nr nnmher of jicrsons with sticks made 
of <Kikn or sldflhl. These sticks are nil plncnl In n heap, anil then the players 
In succession take tip tome of them In thi Ir hinds The sticks are not counted 
till llicy have been taken up. nml then he wtu» has the lowest oilcl number always 
wins. Thus |f one player Ind 5, another 3. nml n third only I, the last must be 
the 1 1 dor. The highest number that am nne can hive N !). If 10 or more sticks 
hare been taken, those nlwiie 0 do not count. With the exception of horses, 
anything imv lie winked uhhh ts played for In lunaDge-klde 

i"KITTAt»ETA> STOCK 

IIaida. Skidcgnte. Queen (.'hmlnlte inlands, British Columbia. 

(Cat. no. 37S08, Free Museum of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.) 

Set of fni it -eight stick', 4J inches m length and three-eighths of an 
incli in diameter, marked with bands of black and red paint. 
Collected in 1000 l*y Dr C. F. Xewcombo, who describes them under 
the name of sin. or h*in: 

The following Is a list of the names of the sticks and the number of each: 
Shadow, hike hint. 3: red fish. skcltkadugun 3. hlick tmss, x.lO.3; mirror (of 
slate, wcttwl). xaui fungi. 3, sea anemone, xhngs kedani, 3. iliticc headdress, 
rtjllkljs, 3; puthn. kfix&oH. 3; black bear. tin. 3 , devil fish, noli kwun. 3 , guille- 
mot. sUfldda. 3; large housefly, dldiln. 3. hilibnt, xngM, 3, humpback salmon 
tsltan. 3; dog salmon, ska'gl, 3 • centipede, gotlmegl, l . chiefs who kiss. I e. 
rob noses, SkunagCsIlll, 1 : supernatural beings of high rank dsll or djll, 4. The 
list nre trnmps. 

Queen Charlotte islands, British Columbia. (American Mu- 
seum of Xatur.il History j 

Cat. no.jVs- Set of sixty maple gambling sticks. 6 1 y inches in length 
And seven -sixteen ths of an inch in diameter, in leather pouch; 
all marked v> ith red and black ribbons. 

Cat. no. ^ 3 . Set of eightv-eight wood gambling sticks, 5 inches in 
length and five-sixteenths of an inch, in diameter, io leather 
pouch; all painted with red and black ribbons; two sticks carved 
at one end with human heads, one having right arm and leg of 
human figure below and the other their complement; ends flat; 
a smgle-pointed paint stick in the pouch. 

Both sets were collected by Dr J. W. Powell. 

* Omaha Sociology Third Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p. 83S, 1884 
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Haiiu. Queen Clwrlotti* inlands HrilMi Columliin. 

IYnnci* I '<»»!(• • s»j h: 

Hm- game nan Mil or Eun width Is played Itin* The players spread a mat 
made of the Inner liark of On ytllow cypres* upon tlie ground. each jwrty lx Ins 
provided « llli fn»ni forty to fifty round plus or pieix of wood, 5 1 tic he* !»tig 
I'jr one-eighth of an Icm'Ii thick. |«nlnlrd In | lack and Mne ring* and beautifully 
po! I sIhiU One of tin* pi iy« r*. si hslltig n mmitx r of t !»-*-- | In* «*m r* tin m up 
In a limp of bark nil Into fine fllxrllke ton I rider rurer of the 1 -ark !»• tin u 
divide* tin* pins Into two pi reel*. nml haring Inki n them out. pit*.*«s* them n nral 
timet from hi* right linrxl in hi* 1 - ft or tlx* contrary >\ Idle tin* plater *hufli“f 
he rtpents the wont* l-e-lyynh to a Ion, tin notonou* chant or moan Tlx- 
moment he f 5 nl*!n-w the Incantation hU oi-pnnent. who ha* Nan silently watch- 
ing him. » Iimwe-I the pans I wlx-re lie thinks tlx- lui k lie* for txl 1 «r etui, \ftcr 
whlrh the second player take* hi* Inning* with hi* own pin* and tlx* same fire- 
tnonle* This g*x-* on tilt one or tlx- ether liwr nil hi* pin*. That rle* <>!•-* the 
gnnie 

ilntdn mi-ion. Jnck*nn. Alaska. (Cat. no 73SJ2. United 

State* Nation il Mn**-mn ) 

Set of thirty -two nirttxl jndtdietl Inrcn-wootl sticks 4J inches »n 
k ngtli and eijfht MXtcenth-* of an inch in diameter, the end* flat. 

Collected in It*** I In MrJ Lmnnis Gould. The tlexign* on tight of 
the “ticks an* shown on plate t. 

Queen Charlotte idand*, Ilritidi Columbia 

Prof George M Dawson * *■ t}*.: 

gambling I* n* cotnumn with tlx IlnUla n* among most other trll-e« which 
means tint It Is the most popular nnd constantly pnctlsed of all thrlr nmuse- 
Ricntx The gamble r fn*|liently lose* III* entire property, continuing tlx* play 
till he lin* nothing whitest r to stake The game generally played I hate not 
txs-n able to understand elonrly » It I* tin same with that of nsxt of the coast 
tribes and not dlsslmll ir from gambling games played by the native* from 
ttie Pile I fit const to Nike taipcrlnr *-(111118 on tin* ground In n drill. in the 
center of width n chon rod ir mat Is spread null man produce* his bundle of 
neatly smoothed stick* the values of whlrh nre known hr the marking* U[**!l 
them They art* shuffled together In m ft teased <**1 ir l-irk nml drawn out by 
chanee 

•Tames G. Swan r oayw 

The I laid 1 Instead or disks use *tl< ks or piece* of w ihnI I or 1 Indies long nnd 
n quirtir of nn filth thick TIicm «ff<k* are rounded and beautifully polished. 
They are mule of yew nnd tub stick hn* some designating mark upon It 
There Is one stltV. entirely colored and one entirely pi iln Each placer will 
bare o bunch of forty or fifty of these sticks, and cieb will select either of the 
plain sticks as his favorite Just ns in bnckgatnniuu or checkers the players 
eeleet the Mick or white pieces. The Indian about to play takes up a handful 
of these sticks and, putting them under a quintlty of finely separated cedir 
bark, which Is as fine a* tow nnd kept constantly near him he dhldes the pins 

•Queen Charlotte Islands p 310 London 18LJ. 

Report on the Queeo Charlotte tstands Ceofoglral SorTer of Canada Kepi rt of 
Progress for I8TS 79 p 129s Montreal 18*0 

•Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge no 
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Into two parcels whirh he wrap* up In the bark, and passes them rapidly 
from hand to hand under the tow. and finally motes them round on the 
ground or mat on which the play or* are nlw ays seated, still wrapped In the 
fine lurk, but not covered by the tow. UN opponent watches every move 
that N made from the very first with the eagerness of n cut. nud finally, by n 
motion of his finger, Indicates which of the parrels the winning stick Is la. 
The player, upon such Indication, shakos the sticks out of the bark, mid with 
much display and skill, throws them one by one Into the spare' Itetween the 
players. till the piece wanted Is reached; or else. If it Is not there, to show 
th it the game U Ms. The winner takes one or more sticks from Ms opponent's 
pile, mid the game Is decided when one wins all the sticks of the other, As 
neither of the plajers can see tlie assortment of the sticks, the game |s ns fair 
for one ns the other, and Is ns simple In reality as " odd or even ” or any child's 
game Hut the ceremony of manipulation and sorting the sticks under the bark 
tow ghes the game an apiH*s>r.»n«* of ns much real Imjxirtntico ns some of the 
skilful conilil nations of white punbler*. 

The trlb«*s north of Vancouver Island, so fur as my ob'-orvatlon h is extended, 
use this style of sticks In gambling, while the salldi or TTntbcads uv the disks. 
Dr .T. R. Swnnton* say* under (inmes: 

The great gtroWh'g game of the llaUU was the same as that used on neigh- 
liorlng pirts of the nnlnluid It wn« played with n set of cylindrical sthk". 
four or 0»o Indies long The number of sticks caries In the sets tint I Imo 
hvii. one lining ns many ns seventy Some of the set* were m ide of Nine, but 
the mo«t of jew or some similar kind of wood. These wire finely jsdlshcil. and 
lit lunny <-i'e* elaborately earnsl or pdntoil. but usually were elmpli dlvidisl 
Into sets of from two to four by t.irlnus lines drawn nn.imd them In Mnik and 
red. One of the sticks was left blank, or nearly so, and was rilled djtl (buHl 
In pi lying, two men sit opposite each other with their sticks disposed In fruit 
of them Then one rapidly selected one set of sticks and the djll, shuffled 
them up conceded In fine cedar lurk, dlvldeil Hie sthks Into two parvcN. and 
laid them down, one on each side Sometime* he made three parcels Tlie 
op|»nent had now to guns width of tlmse contained the ilJTI ir he were su> 
ccssful. tlie first pluer did tlie same thing again with another *< t Aftir each 
giiovs tlie sticks were thrown out on n pteiv of hide In front of twill players. 
When a plijer ruwwI right, he In turn laid out hi* sticks, tt is mnt *o true 
to say tint < heating was fair in Until * gambling us to sai tint It was part 
of the game. If one could isinoeul or p*t rid of tlie djll lemiwrntily so much tlie 

lietter The jasiple were »«*r> much mldlctcsl to gimhllng according to 

tlie stories, ulmle towns were In tlie linblt or gl\lng tliemselro* op to It but tlie 
tlmnis's <,f rlKHwIng tls* djll were so great tint ordinarily, one muld not lots* 
eery rapidly I wn« told tint they none times pined nil iliy without either 
side winning On the other hand stories tell of bow whole families and town* 
were gambled away. 

Tin* entire gambling outfit was ijulte rx|sms|Tp Tliere were the gambling 
sticks them* dies, the Uig In whhh tls*y were carried and the log in which w*v 
etwl sets wen* ntrrled. the skin U|»>n which thesthks wen* laid out, tls* mat upon 
which the actual gambling wu» ilone. a thhk pleiv of hl<lc alsmt a foot «icare 
ttjswi whhh the stick* selected by the 0 |*x»>netit were thrown so that all could 
sn* them: | s' I k II* usnl to mark line* on the stick*. A stone receptacle with two 
tswwpemiwnl* was w*<*d for grinding up ml turt Mick t*a' n h 

• Cos trll'Ul teas I® tk» l‘lbn"l<VJ of lk» H»M» Sfwaelrs ef Its aacrlcsn Urnsu «f 
Nstorsl History. wbelc Wlr*. ». *. P- S'. Nf» Tort. 11*05. 
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I obtained tbe following account < t flie game from Flenry Mcnlr nn Inter 
prcter in ^kidegnte 

The two players sat oj posite each other each generally provided with a nuui 
her of sets of gambling sticks m that If one I roa"ht him do loch he might use 
another jurt as white men chance |neks if carts. The j*rson first hnnlllng 
the sticks then laid his set out In front of himself an] npidiv selected <ne set 
of sticks. I e one set haring simllir markings on them, along with the djt! or 
trump. lie rolled them up in shredded cedar bark and separated them Into two 
bundles which be laid down one on either side of him. Tbe other player then 
hid to guess in which 1 un lie the djil lay and if «n''cev«fu1 It was h s tarn to 
play If ke was un«u«t*ssful hls of ponent neared one jrolnt, and played ns before 
selecting a second set of sticks. A verj skilful niauipulator might dlvlle LI* 
sticks Into four bundles Instead of two In which ci«c tbe opponent was entitled 
to select two out of them One man might lose continually and the other gain 
up to seven points and these points (or some of them) received different names 
entirely distinct from the ordinary numeral* first second, third etc Thus the 
sixth point was called roa gin and the seventh ijongn. After oik [srvn bad 
reached flo ngu nn eighth count. called mjaI laid to lie score«L The game f r this 
score wi9 1 liyed In tbe following manner Four Imndle* were made of one stick 
each the djil anl three other sticks being used The guesser was allowed to 
pick out three of these nnd tbe player won oulv In ca«e tbe fourth bundle 
contained the djil Otherwise thee began all over again and on this last 
count the chances were so great!) In favor of the guesser that they are said 
often to have played all ilav without either «lde winning. 

The method of reaching count seven was as fell ws After one player had 
made three joints the other was obliged to make ten Instead of seven three 
to score off life oj laments joints, nn I the usual seven joints besides And so 
In other cases the plaver had to catch nj» with hn partner before starting to 
make his seven. 

Tbe gambling sticks had separate names, mod of them tearing those of 
animals AAblle mauy sets are marked exclusive!* with red nnd black marks 
the more elaborate ones are ornamented with representations of the animal 
figures whose names thee bear 

In Marchand s \ ova ge • we find 

Surgeon Toblet remarked that the natives of Cloak Bar have a sort of passion 
for gaming They are seen carrying everywhere with them thirty small sticks, 
three or lour inches in length by about lour lines jn diameter * with which 
they make a party one against one in the following manner Amons the sticks 
there is one distinguished from all the others br a black circle One of the play 
ers takes this single stick joins to it another tJken from among the twenty bum* 
common ones, mixes the two together with nt seeing them and then places 
them separately under a hit of cloth. That which tbe adversary chooses 
merely by pointing it out Is mixed without looking at it with all tbe ethers, 
anil the adversary wins or loses, if the stick confounded In the mas lu case 
It happens to be the only stick, is a shorter or longer time in coming 
out I admit that I do not see the finesse of this game perhaps it Is ill ex 
plained because It has been III understood. I presume however that It may be 

•A Voyage round the World Performed during U»c Tears 1700 1 fit and 1 ot be 
Etienne Marchand Tip 2^0 London ISO] 

•These little stick* are very nicely wrought perfectly round and of a beaattfoi polish 
the wood of which they are marie appear* to be a aperies of wild plum tree. It I* bard 
and compact although very light 
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susceptible of various combinations, which must bare escaped an observer who 
does not understand the language spoken by the plajecs I judge so from uu 
assortment of these small sticks which Captain Chaual procured and brought to 
France On examining them are seen traced on some, toward the middle of 
their length, three black parallel circles; on others, the three circles, brought 
close to each other, occupy one of the extremities Other sticks bear two, four, 
five, six, or se> en black circles, distributed lengthwise, at unequal distances, and 
It may be conceited that these varieties, in the number and disposition of the cii 
cles which distinguish one stick from the others, may produce several In the com- 
binations Be this ns It may. the time and attention which the natives of Cloak 
Bay give to this game prove that It has for them a great attraction, and that it 
warmly excites their interest. 

WAKASHAK STOCK 

Bellabeijla. British Columbia. (American Museum of Natural 
History.) 

Cat. no. Set of seventy-two wood gambling sticks, 5 T V inches 
in length and six-sixteenths of an inch in diametei, in leather 
pouch, all marked with red and black ribbons and burnt totenuc 
designs ; the ends hollowed ; paint stick in pouch 
Cat. no. V/i- Set of fifty-four light-colored wood gambling sticks 
about 4 inches in length and five -sixteenths of an inch in 
diameter, lengths slightly irregular, in leather pouch, all marked 
with red and black ribbons, the ends flat; double-pointed paint 
sticks, one end red, the other black, in pouch. 

Both sets were collected by Dr J. W. Powell. 

Kwakiutl. Nawiti, British Columbia. 

Dr C. F. New combe describes the stick game (called by the Haida 
sin) of these Indians under the name of hbaiti 1 
Tbe sticks are mostly made of crab apple, yen, vine, maple, and bircb Some 
were Inlaid with obalone shell The} are in sets of two. three, or four alike, 
but mostly of two. Tbe same vets of names occur in ever} village The} nere 
not of families, tribes, or crests, nor of animals or birds Tlie only name 
secured was of one having two diagonal bands, which thev call k'filpstaie. twisted 
stalk. There was only one way of playing, and tbe game was played on small 
eating mats raised In the middle and sloping toward each of the two players 
British Columbia. (Cat. no. 19017, Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

Set of sixty -five polished wood sticks, inches in length ; variously 
colored, ends rounded. Collected by Mr George Hunt. 

Makah. Neah bay, Washington. (Free Museum of Science and 
Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 

Cat. no. 373S0. Ten plain wooden disks (figure 340a), 2 inches in 
diameter, one face painted with from eight to ten dots near the 
edge, the other with a painted ring near the edge. Twfi have all 
blade edges and one all white. 
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Cat no 373S1 Ten plain <Ii«k<5 with hole in center (figure 3405) , 
diameter. If inche Three have all black edge* and one has all 
white edge* 5 

Cat no 373S1 Ten disks with raised rim and nicks around the 
inner edge (figure 340c) , diameter, If inches Two have all „ 
black edges and one nil white 

Cat no 373^2 Ten plain di ks (figure 340rf), 2J inches m diameter 
One has all black edges and two have all white Vecorapanied 
hi a mass of «hredded cedar bark in which the di=ks are mampu 
Jated 

Collected bt the writer in 1900 

Dr George V Por«e\ « thus describes the game 

^acts sa wb lik rolls far Tbls Is the most common and perhaps the best 
known game played by the Indians of Washington. It Is played with ten di ks 
(hutl.sk) wh le the count is kept with twelve 
sticks (katsake) Four sets of this gome 
were collected, two of them be ng made of 
elder tl e other tw o of maple None of the 
pets have anv special martins'* to di tin"Ot«!i 
them from the ordinary sets of this region 
MCept that in one set one side of tbe d «k has 
eight small dots near the edge nnd a Hack 
band near the^dge on tbe other si le In all 
of tbe sets seven of the d «ks haie perimeters 
half white nnd half blaik In three sets two 
Fio 340 a 6 r rf Gaming <Lsks- di of the revaluing di ks hare a perimeter en 
smelers, ?, Ij 1| and? inches, SL»- tlrelv white while that of the tenth U«k Is 
kaMndans, Seat bay Washington entirely Mack In the fourth set tie pen 
cat non rWta Fr«, Mnsemn me „. r of of tbe „ « k , |* entirely HlCk 
Pennsylvania 0 ™ ° w l)Jl e tbit Of tile tlnr«l <J,^K !•< enflrelv svhlte 

In the ttirce sets where there is a sm"le I sk 
with an edge entirely black it is known as chokope or man the disks with 
white borders being known as harop or female In tbe fourth set. aro r ling 
to this nomenclature there would be one female and two men I wns Informed 
by Will atns that the object of the game is to gue-s the location of tbe fei ille 
and ns the nomenclature was given him hr me 1 atu at a loss to reco die the 
fact that in the three sets collected there were two female-. In each set It is 
prol atle that in sets of th s sort the black-edged di*k may be desl ■mated as the 
female os without question It is the single disk d stlnguished from all others 
in the set which is tie one sought for in every Instance This game 

Is flayed only hi men 

Charlie Williams informed the writer that the 'Uakah plat tins 
game to the accompaniment of ringing and drumming 
T G Swan * under Gambling Implements «s»Vi 

Of these one form consists of disks m a le from the wood of n barel which 
grows nt Cape Flattery and vicinity The shrub Is from 10 to Jo feet high, 
and with limbs from 2 to 3 Inches in diameter Tbe name in Makab Is Uwl 

*< amts of the Matah Indian, of Scab Bay The tmerUsn Aott<lu*rlan r "A P ?1 
tool 
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Il-fl-ko-lmpt, the disks huMl.lk, and the game Id-huMiun. The came is common 
mining nil the Indians nr this territory, nnd Is called In the Jtrgun 1 1 hull 
The disks are circular. IlKc checkers, nhout 2 im tips In diameter nnd the fourth 
of nit Inch thick, and are usually smoothed off anil polished with < ire They 
are first cut off transversely front the end of n stl< k w hich h is Iwcn selected 
nnd proj>erly prepared, then smoothed and pulislicri. nml mark cl on the outer 
else with the color tbit design \tes tlvelr value Tliey are used In sets < f ten. 
one of w tils'll Is entirely hl.uk on the outer else, another entirely white, and the 
rest of all degrees front Math to white. Two jiersons play at the (rune, e.ub 
having n mat before him. with the end nett his opinnent slIgtitH raised so 
that the disks can not roll out of reach. 1-ich player Ins ten disks which he 
ivicera with n ipnnilty of tltc finely beaten bark nml Mien separates tlip heip 
Into two cpial j«irt«. shifting litem rapidly on the tint from i> ind to hum! The 
opposing player guesses which tieap contains Uie white or black, and on making 
bis selection the disks are mild down the nml. when each piece Is separately 
seen. If he has guessed right, be wins: If not lie loses. 



Flo 341. btk'kgsme iigth of splints, 8) Inrbes. Yuruk Indian*. Qtllfornc cat Do. 872>7, Free 
Museum of cornice an J Art. University of Peutuiy Iran «i 

WABJIOAN STOCK 

Wasito. Cnr-on valley and Isflkc Tnlioe. ‘Nevada. 

Pr .T. IV. Hud'on describes the following game under the name of 
dtciidtsu: 

A winnowing bisket 1* Iniertcl and held with the left band while rune small 
sticks. 21 Incites lung, are held In Hie right and a number of them hidden undet 
It The opponent Bues*t* whether an odd or even number was hidden This 
U n. man's % into 

W t ITSl’EKAK STOt K 

Ycbok. Klamath river, California. (Cat. no. 37237, Free Museum 
of Science nnd Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 

Set of ninety fine splints (figure 341), stained yellow, four marked 
vritU black in the center, ten with black spiral in center, and ten 
with black spiral at the ends; length. 91 inches. Eleven plain 
splints in the bundle arc 8| inches in length. 

Collected by the writer in 1900. 

The game la called hnuk-tsu. the sticks eis kok, and the marked stick, or ace, 
pal kolz 

Another set, cat. no. 37258, consists of forty-seven coarse splints, two 
marked with black, 9 inches in length. 
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WISHOSKAN STOCK 

IUtawat Humboldt count}, California (Cat no 37201, Free Mu 
t ewn of ^rieiux* and Art Uni»<*r«m of Pewisvhann ) 
Bundle of two hundred and fifts fine splints, three with black band , 
8 inches in length, and two hundred nnd six fine splints three 
with black centir, two with black center and ends, sist\ six all 
black, and the remainder plain, 8| inches m length 

the writer in li>00 The sticks arc called 
gutsipi, the trump, schowowick and the 
pa me, bokowons. 

Cat.no 372S7 Twehe cylinders of hard 
polished wood (figure 342), 4J inches 
in length and fnc sixteenths of an 
inch m diameter, painted as follows 
Inc with broad black band in the 
middle, fnc with hand at the end one 
with bands at ends, nnd one with two 
bands nearh midwrv from the ends. 
These specimens were purchased bj the 
writer in 1100 at \rcafn California nnd 
came from an Indian who was probably 
from Klamath nur V Mnd Biier In 
dian named DicI at Blue Lake Cahfor 
mi, recognized tlie e eticl s and said it 
was customarj to pla^ with six, fii e alike 
and one odd one The sticks were con 
He gave the «arae locabnlan as that re- 
corded abo\ e for the fine sticks 

ZD MAN STOCK 

Zum Zum bew Mexico (Cat no 4111 Brooklyn Institute Mu 
seum ) 

Twenty one small willow sticks (figure 343), 2} inches m length 
These were collected bj the writer m 
1004 and are u=ed m a game called sawi 
posiwai sticks mixed up 
T be slicks are first rolled between the bands 
an l the bundle divided with the lands behind the fiq 3*3 stick pmc length of 
back The bands ore then brought forward and s ckg, g, inches ZoE Ini Is ns, 

the other player who know 8 the total non ber of ZnBt New Mexico rat no <**>, 

sticks tries to guess the number held In the left roo 'r” Instltn,e Mo3enD > 

band b> calling out A stake Is put up an I If the play&r guesses correctly he 
becomes the winner The game Is no longer played nnd was recalled with dlffl 
cultv by an old man 



The«c were collect! d b\ 



Flo 8CJ Stick pimp length of 
stick?, it Inches Klamath rlrer 
California rat no 3~2r Pres Sin 
room of Science and Art Univer 
alty of Pennsylvania 

cealed 111 bundles of gras® 
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Hy>d Game 

Ting game, which I hare designated by its common English name, 
is most widely distributed, having been found among 81 tribes be- 
longing to 28 different linguistic stocks. This extensive distribution 
may be partially accounted for by the fact that, as it was plated 
entirely by gesture, the game could be carried on between individual' 
who had only the sign language in common. 

The name is de-criptive, referring to the lots being held in the hand 
during the play. The game has been designated also the grass game, 
from thecustom in California of wrapping the lots in bundles of grass. 
The lots are of scteral kinds. The commonest consist of bone cylin- 
ders. some solid, others hollow, between 2 and 3 inches in length. 
They are made in pairs, one or two sets being used. One piece in 
each pair is distinguished from the others by having a thong or 
string tied about the middle. The. unmarked bone is sometimes 
designated as the man and the marked bone as the woman. . The 
object is to guess the unmarked one. Instead of bone', wooden 
cylinders, one of each pair tied with cord or having a ring of bark 
left about the center, are used. The Yankton Dakota use two small 
squared sticks, notched differently. In a degenerate form of the 
game the players use little strings of beads or a bullet. The Pima 
employ three twigs with a finger loop at one end, and among some of 
the tribes of Arizona and southern California, wlieie the game 
receives the Spanish name of peon, the lots are attached to the wrist 
with a cord fastened to the middle This is done to prevent the 
players from changing them. 

The four bones, two male and two female, like the sticks in the 
four-stick game, probably represent the bows of the twin TTar Gods 

The game is commonly counted with sharpened sticks, which are 
stuck in the ground between the players. These are most commonly 
twche in number, but, five, ten, fifteen, sixteen, etc., are used The 
arrow derivation of these sticks is illustrated in the IViclnta game, 
page 276. The hand game is one for indoors, and is usually played in 
a lodge' or shelter. Both men and women play, but usually quite 
apart. The number of players varies from two to any number. The 
opponents seat themselves upon the ground, facing each other, the 
stakes commonly being placed between the two lines. The side hold- 
ing the bones sing and sway their hands or bodies. The guesser 
indicates his choice by swiftly extending his hand or arm. If he 
guesses correctly, the bones go oy er to lii' side. 

The bones used in this game are frequently highly valued, being 
esteemed lucky, their owners thinking that their luck would pass to 
the person who acquired these bones. 
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VlAiONQCI \N STOCK 

Ais.tr ««». Wind Rirer resort at ion. ttYormng (Cat no. CI722, 
l icld Gulumtn m Museum ) 

Tour ‘•olid bone-, 3j inches in length, smooth and tellotr nilh age. 
two wrapped with cloth, black with dirt, the edges M itched with 
black tlirtad Collected In I)r George A. Dorsey m l'KX) 
Ail\i’\uo Oklahoma 

Mr .Tames Moonrt in bis papei on the Ghost dance Religion* gives 
an account of the gnipitit. or hunt the button game" 

Tills is a f norite winter gnnu* with tiie prairie trilii-K. and was [rol ably more 
nr levs pern rul ihrou.bont the eonnrrt It I* fl ij «l hot libr men and « omen but 
reter by the two noses trigetlicr It is the regular pun* In the Imp winter 
nights after the scat tired families hive abandoned tin Ir exposed summer 
positions on ttu < |s n prairie ami mortal down near one another in the sh* Iter 
of the tlinUr ntong the streams. Frequently there will lie a party of 

twenty to thirty imu gaming in one tii I, and singing so thit thiir voices can he 
heard far out from the c-imji while from nnuthir tipi a few rods away conies a 
■lsrlll clioms from a croup of women enured in another pi me of tiie same 
kind The players alt In a circle around tin* tipi tin those on one side of the 
fire plat Inc n pa Inst those on the other Tiie only requisites are the button or 
gaqaa Usually n small lilt of wood, around which Is tied a piece of string or 
vtter el In «Jlh ■» pile of filij sthk s as Ins been ulreiulj- dc-s rlbcd Ficb 
party has n button " that of one ride being painted black the other Tielng red. 
The leader if mi. party takes the I utton and mdenvors to uimi It from one 
hand to the other or to pats it on to t partner, while those of thi opposing tide 
keep a idnrp K» Kout. and try to cues* In which hand it is. Those hiving the 
lutton try to deceive their o|n>»moiHs ns to its wh< renNmts by putting one 
hand over the ot Iter by folding tbilr nrm« and by pitting tbur innds l« bind 
them m» us to pass tl» piqal to i partner nil the while keeping time to the 
rhythm of a gaming iliorus sung ty the whole pirty at the top uf thiir lolces. 
the song Is very peculiar and well nigh Indescrlliabie It is usuallv l ut not 
nlwjys <r entlnly unmeaning ind jumps halts nnd siago rs in n most 
surprising f ishlon I ut always in perfect time with tiie movements Of the 
hands and arms of the singers. The greitest of pood naturei] evcitement 
prevails and every few minutes some more evil table placer claps his hands 
over his mouth nr lieats the ground with his Bat palms and glres out a regular 
war whoop MI this time the opmslng players nre watching the hands of the 
other or looking straight Into their faces to observe even tell tale movement 
of their features, and when one thinks be has dJscmered in which band the 
button is. be throws out ills thumb toward that hand with a l>ul that' 
‘Should he gness aright his side scores a certain number of tallies and In turn 
fake* tbe button and l*?gin» another song. Should the guess lx- wrong the 
losing side must give up an equivalent number of tally sticks, *So the play 
goes on until the small hours of the night. It Is always a gambling game and 
the stakeg are sometimes very large 

In tlic «torj entitled Split IVtther, Dr George V Dor=ev* relates 
that one flat there wts an invitation for the Star societr to go to the 
head nuns tipi to play hand game 

. * fO>arfecnt& a coast Report of the Bureau of Ethnolo‘7 P 10O« 

‘Traditions ot the Arapalo, p 269 Chicago. 1903 
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BLACKreET. Fort Mackenzie, Montana. 

Maximilian, Prince of Wied,* says: 

They lime invented many games for their amusement. At one of them thev 
sit In n circle, and several little heaps of beads, or other things, are piled up. for 
which they play One takes some pebbles in bis hand, moving it backward and 
fornard In measured time, and singing, while another emleavois to guess the 
number of pebble* In this manner considerable sums are lost and won. 

Montana. 

Dr George Bird Grinnell 4 says: 

Another popular game was what \\ ith more southern tribes !r called " hands;” 
it is like "Button, button, wbo’s got the button’ " Two small oblong bones 
were used, one of which bad a Mack riug around it Those who participated In 
this game, numbering from two to a dozen, were divided Into two equal parties, 
ranged on either side’of the lodge W ngers were made, each person betting with 
the one duectly opposite him Then a man took the bones, and, by skillfully 
moving Ins hands and changing the objects from one to the other, sought to make 
it Impossible for the person opposite Him to decide which band held the marked 
one Ten points were the game, counted by sticks, and tbe side which first got 
the snmbei tool, the stakes A song always accompanied this game, a weird, 
unearthly air — if It can be so called— but. when beard at a little distance very 
pleasant and soothing At first a scarcely audible murmur, like the gentle 
soughing of an evening breeze, it gradually Increased in i olurae and reached a 
very high pitch, sank quickly to a low bass sound, rose and fell and gradually 
died away, to be again repeated The person concealing the bones sunyed his 
body, arms, nud bands in time to the air, and went through ail manner of grace- 
ful and intricate movements for the purpose of confusing the guesser The 
stakes were sometimes very high, tuo or three horses or more and men have 
been known to Jose everything they possessed, even to their clothing 
— Southern Alberta. 

Rev. John Maclean B says: 

Sometimes the boys and young men of tbe camp form themselves Into a group 
and piny :i game of guessing Two or more persons are opposed, eacli to each 
or oDe side against the other. A small article Is selected, and one of them, 
passing It from one hand to the other, holds out both hands for Iiib opponent to 
gness the hand containing the article which he tries to do bv placing In the 
closed hind, which be supposes Is the right one, a small piece of wood If he 
has guessed rigbtry, it becomes his turn to use the article to be sought. The 
btnnll sticks aie kept ns n record of tbe game, until one of the contestant* lias 
won them all from bis opponent During tbe whole tune of playing the one who 
bolds tbe thing to be guessed sways bis body, singing and prajlng for success 
Cheyenne. 3-Tontapsi. 

It appears from Dr Grinnell’s * account that the game of hand, as 
played by the Pawnee, is plated also by the Cheyenne. 


■ Travels In the Interior of North America, translated by H Evans Lloyd, p 254, 
London. 1543 

* nisekfoot Lodge Tales, p 184, New Tork 1S92 
•Canadian Savage Folk, p 50. Toronto, IsSG 
•The Storj ot tbe Indian, p. 28, New York, 18S5, 
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Cree Wind River reservation Wyoming (Cat no 37028, Free 
"Museum of Science and Vrt University of Pennsvlvama ) 
String of eight yellow glass beads in two rows, tied in the middle, 
and a string of «mall white and blue glr=s beads m two 
rows, one white and one blue, tied in the middle (figure 
344) , length 1} inches. 

These were collected by the writer in 1900 from an Indian of Riel s 
band, who gave the nine a» gann«hwashkwak and said thev were 
u«ed m the hand game Fonr «tichs> are used as counters. A ring 
and n cartridge are n2*o employed 

Mu-'howpetung reserve Quappelle, kssimboia (Cat no 

filOOo Tield Columbian Mu-eum ) 

\ cartridge «hell and a small string of large white and black beads 
u-ed in the hand game 

The-e were collect e<l bv Sir J V Mitchell who gives the following 
account of the hand game under the name of meecheecheemetowaywm 



No Want as to numbers or sei of ; layers. The object Is so to manipulate one 
cf the two peee* I e the marked enrtridge shell as to puzzle the player’s 
opponent as to the hand in which It Is held Formerly 
an oblong marked stick was used Instead of the cartridge 
Bhell the shell Is now used almost exclusively 

This Is ODe of the most common Ind an gambling 
games and Is valued Tery highly The stake usually 
played for l» a poor or sometimes several of them. The 
count Is kept I v means of ordinary pieces of stick which 
ore thrust Into the groiwd as points are won. and ml led 
r subtracted from by each player accord ng as he 
wins or Io«e« at each gne«s. 

In playing for n horse the value of the animal Is pre- 
arranged at so manv sticks which nre then played for 
either one nt a time a few at n f me or atf at one stake, a 
sticks may see fit Fonr points usually count for one game 
kppt up for days and nights it a time 

Mtbnugh tt e cartridge sliell and sin ill string of heads s. 
great difficulty is encountered lo getting them from the Indian*, and then only 
at on exortltant price as they have an Impression that when they sell a 
game thev al»o part with the right to play that game in the future unless with 
the consent of tl e buver 


Fio SM Beads for baud 
gome l?Dgtb 1 inch”*. 
Cree Ind.ua, Wj-om 
lug* rut. no. 3"ttS» free 
Mnsenm of Science and 
Art. University c 
Pennsylvania 


s the holder of the 
i rlajing is often 


n of but little value 


Manitoba 

Rev E \ \\ atkins, in his Dictionary of the Cree Language,* gives 
the following definitions 

Michlcbe u«tw ntookwuk they garni te from mlcblcbe hand, and wtwntoo* 
wnk they bet referring to the game of hand. 

GrosvEicrBF**. Montana ( Vmencan Museum of Natural Hi ton ) 
Cat no String of eleven brass beads and one red glass bead 

(figure 34o<i) and another of <eun green one blue, and one red 
and orange glass, beads (figure 3454), about 2J inches in length, 


London. 1SC5- 




Cat. no. tI?t- Flat otnl bone, highly polished and painted red and 
incised on one side, as shown in figure 518; length. 2J inches. 
Collected in 1901 bv Dr A. 1*. Kroeber, who describes it as a 
hiding button. 

PjegxN’. Alberta. (Cat. no. B9354, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four bones for hand game (figure 349), solid, with rounded ends, 
two with black band at the middle, and two plain; length, 
inches. Collected by Mr I?. M. Wilson. 
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ATIf\PVSC4N STOCK 


Chifewtan Atliab*i«ca 
Father Petitot® gives the following definition 
Jeu de mains adz! 

This name, he states is general to all the dialects. 
EmiArEf/TTiNE Fort Prince of W ale« Iveeiratm 
Samuel Ileame * *-.i\s * 

They bare another simple Indoor game which Is that of taking a bit of wood 
a button or any other small thin? and after shifting It from band to hand 
several times asking their antagonist which hand It Is In When playing at 
this game which onlr admits of two jiersoos each of them have ten fifteen or 
twentv small (.hips of wood like matches nud when one of the plavers gne-'-es 
rlfcht he takes one of his antagonist s sticks nnd Jays It to his own and he that 
first gets all the sticks from the other In that manner Is smd to win the game 
which is generally for a single loid of powder and shot an arrow or some 
other thing of lncoa«ideral Ic Talue 

II vn Kctchin Uv=ka 

Lient Frederick Schwatka r U S Vrmv figures a pair of bones 
for the band game as being used b\ the Vivan and Chilkat (Sec 
p 288) 

Iv-AwniODiNNE. Mackenzie 

Tather Pet i tot a gives the following definition 
Jeu de mains, udzl 
IvrTf iiin Alaska and \ ukon 

Father Petitot « gives the following definition 
Jeu de mama odzi 
S\psi Bnti h Columbia 

Rev E r M il on * describes the following game 

Two men equit side Iv «nle on the ground with a blanket over their knees 
and they hale some srn ill article such ns two or three 1 ra c s headb tied together 
which tliov | a s from one to mother ttoder the blanket and the other aide 
wb ili tlm consists of two persons has to guess In which hind the article is 
to be found-— verv much like our children » hnnt the whistle " 

Taktixi stuart lake Bnti li Columbia 
Reverend Father \ G Mortce e «a\s 

W e find the elegantly carved gambling sticks of the W e«t Coast tribes replaced 
by simi le polished pieces of Ivnx or other nninils Is nes wltl out any particular 

• I) cl Ion n a Ire de la Langue Den^DIn ljl« I arts, IS fi 

*A Journey from Prince ot Walesa Fort to Hudsons Bay to Ihe Northern Ocean p. 
3Vo London J do 

r Alon 1 *' Alaska a Treat riYer p Near V ork PCS 

• Fourth Report on tie North Western Tribes of tanada Report of the Fifty Ffgtith 
Meetln- of the British Association for tbe Advancement of Selence p “’K London t«sa 

Notes on the Western D#n#s Transactions of the Canadian Institute v 4 p 
Toronto ISO,,. 
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design, and vltll the men* addition to one of tls<“ |nir of the sinew wrapping 
necessary to determine tin? winning stick. The Ikthitic h|ks linens ( figure 350] 
art? rather lirgc and must |»ruw» awkward In the band i>f the Rambler Dut they 
hive the reputation of living preventive of dishonesty . 

If distinction'* Wwwn the bonc*t ntnl tlie dishonest van 
In- established In connection with emti n pastime ns 
gambling Stub of tliose trinkets ns are hollow lime 
pent rally tilth ends shut nltli a |>lcce of w<hn 1 . and con- 
tain minute ju Miles and pru tel, which produce n Rvutle 
rnttlliiR sound In the hand of the native. much to his 

°" n "-‘tUfactlen ^ ,, ni?(b . s , nchw 

Figure 35 1 n presents the TsIjKoh’tln [Trilbotin] and n,,binp Indian*. Briti*b 
figure 332 the Tsi-'kfhne ISchnnl] equivalent of the Colombia from JlorW 
Ikitdne gambling sticks. It will be seen from the 

latter tlmt the TWhflmc, who are tlie most primitive and uncultured of the 
three trull's whose trs hliology Is under review, nre ngiln the only people who In 
this conned Ion. a* with regird to their spoon* have made the merest attcmiit 
at hone carving 

The game played with these l>one pieces |s, I think, too well known to demand 
a description The Jerking movement* and pauses of hands of the party ojiernt 
ing therewith, ns well as tlie drum boating aud the winging of the spectators or 
partners, nre practised among most of the Indian races. c«i>eelall\ of the 
Pacific emst. which hnve occupied the nttention of American ethnologists The 
AliW I’etltot ways In one of his latest publications tbit this g line Is ndventl 
tlous among the liifltem DinO*. who have borrowed It from the Crew. This 



<ixaniD> 



Pig 8SL Fig *a 


PiO HU Bohoh for hand gstn*. Irnirth 3 Inchni, Tslllcotln Indians. British Colombia from 
Mori co 

Fin Sli Bones for hand game, Viigtb 3 Inrbcs, Bxkanl Indians British l olombla from 
Monro 

remark Is no leas opposite with regard to their kinsmen west of the Rocky 
mountains Although no other t'hnncc game possesses today so mill} (harms 
for the frivolous Western Dfnfs, the old men assure me tint It was foiuierly 
unknown among their fellow-country men Tint their testimony Is based on 
fact the very name of that game would seem to Indluitc, since it Is a mere verb 
in the impersonal mood, nst'aa a “one keeps m the hand while moving,' and 
ts therefore of the fourth category of DTiW- nouns. Tlie word for " gambling 
sticks,” guch as used In connection with nat'ss a, is na'ta, winch is the same 
verb under the potent 1 il form, nod means " that w hich can lie held In the band." 
Any of the wnrroundlng rices Tslmpahtn, Sillslmn. or Algonquin, may be held 
responsible for Us Introduction among the Western Dfnfs foi they nre all 
exceedingly fond of It 

The original counterpart of the modern nat'se a waa the atlih." which m times 
was p isslonatc!} played by the Carriers, but is now altogether forgotten except 
by a few elder men 

* Stay lw translated by “gambling" In a general sense 
21 BT£I — 05 i! 18 
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Elsewhere 0 Father Morice contrasts the hand game with, the «tick 
game as being played silently, while atambour 
me or =ome appropriate substitute, such as atm 
pan, is continual!} beaten as an accompam 
ment to the former 

Umpqua Oregon. (Cat no 3003, Brooklyn 
Institute Museum.) 



Fig. ST. Bones for h 
pme length, 3* Inehe* ; 

Umpqna Indian*, ore- Two hollow bones (figure 353), 3} inches in 
t no. axe. Brook length and 1J indies m diameter, both with 
two incised lines near each end and one 


lyn Institute 


with two bands of leather «et in grooves around the middle. 


caddoa> stock 

Pawvez. Oklahoma. (Field Columbian Museum ) 

Cat no 50411 Set of eight sticks of smoothed natural brown wood, 
21 inches m length. 

Cat no o93S9 Set of ten stick counters, four yellow and four green, 
each with feather tied with thong at top, and two plain sticks, 
all 13} inches in length. 

Cat no 59416 Long bone pipe bead, 24 inches in length, and eight 
counting eticks, 17 inches in length, four painted yellow and 
four blue, feathered like arrows, both senes differently (figure 
354) 



Fig 3H. Fig 3A 


Fig SSI Bead and coontmg sticks for band game length of bead, •» iwbre; length of counter*. 

IT inches; Pawnee Indians, Oklahoma cat. CO. SOUS, F»ld Colombian Slnsenm. 

Fro Sii Sticks tor hand game length. Jf inches: Pawnee Iad -a m . Oklahoma. no. 

Field Oobimhian Mnaenm. 

Cat no 715S q Set of eight sticks, 22 inches in length copies of 
feathered «hafts of arrows, four pamted blue and four painted 
red accompanied with a short ^lender bow 
Cat. no 71G>4 Set of four sticks (figure 35o), 1J inches in length, 
marked in pairs alike one pair with slx notches on one *ade 

■ The Western IVnla— Their Manner, and Cn.totna. Proceed In?* of the Canadian lo- 
atilolr third aerie*. ( t p. 151, Toronto. 1SSO 
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and one notch on the other, and the other with incised crosses, 
one on each side of each end of the stick, 
no. 71C3G, Two downy crane feathers, one faintly painted red, 
the other green. Mounted on s-mall twigs; total length about 
12 inclies. 


t. no. 71047. Set of eight sticks (figure 35C), 12 inches in length: 
painted red, with a «mall cross incised near the top, and each 
having a hoop, 3} inches in diameter, made of a twig, attached 
by a thong. The inner half of each hoop is wrapped with sinew, 
and tlic hoop is bisected with a thong of buckskin having two 
feathers tied in the middle and one on each side of the rim. 
t. no. 71(541) Two wooden pins, each with four cut feathers tied at 
top ; total length, 12 inches. 

t. no. 71G03. Cane whistle, 10} inches in length, covered, except 
near the mouth, with painted buckskin having feathers attached. 
;t. no. 71648. Set of eight counting sticks, peeled twigs; 16 inches in 
length. 

All the foregoing were collected by I>r George A. Dorsey. 




276 


GAMES OF THE Is ORTH AMERICA?. INDIANS |tw ass 24 


Pawnee Oklahoma 
Dr George Bird Gniuiell a sij-s 

Perhaps no gambling game Is so widespread and so popular as that known as 
"hands It consists in guessing in which of the two bands Is held a small 
marked object right />r wron* guessing being rewarded or penalized bj the 
gain or loss of points The players sit in lines facing each other each man 
betting with the one opposite him The object held, which ts often a small 
polished bone Is Intrusted to the best i layer on one side who sits opposite to 
the be6t player on the other The wagers are laid — after more or less discus 
Sion and bargaining as to the relative value of things ns unlike as an otter- 
skin quiver on one side and two plugs of tobacco a yard of cloth anl seven 
cartridges on the other— and the game begins with a low song which soon 
Increases In roJame and Intensity Vs the singers become more excited the 
man who holds the bone moves b s hands in time to the song brings them 
together seems to change the bone rapidlv from h ind to band holds their 
palms together puts them behind bla back or under bts robe swaying bis hodj 
back and forth and doing all he can to mystify the plaver w ho Is about to try 
to choose the bone The other for a time Keeps bis eves steadllv fixed on the 
bands of Ills opponent and gradually as the song grow s f ister bends forward 
laiscs bis right hand with extended forefinger above his head aud holds it 
there and at last when he Is ready with a swift motion 1 rings it down to n 
horizontal pointing at ODe <f the hands which Is lnstantlv opened. If It 
contains the bone the si le which was guessing has w on and each man receives 
n stick from the opposite player The bone is then passed across to the oppo- 
site side the song is renew ed and the others guess 

In, a letter, referring to the hand game, Dr Grmnell writes 

It is popular among ail the northern tribes of which I have anj knowledge 
and has a wide vogue in the west I have seen It among the Arlkara Assisi 
boln Grosventres of the Prairie the three tribes of tbe Blaekfoot Nation 
Kootenai ^hosbonl llte Cheyenne Arapabo and rawnee 
Wic/rrrt Oklahoma (Tield Columbian Muvum) 

Cat no 5931G Set of counting sticks for hand game (figure 357) , 



PlO 8S" Counting otlck* for bond game length, SO in'-bw, Wichita Indian*. Oklahoma cat 

Bo 5*118, Field CnlutabUn Muacnm. __ 

*Tb# Story of the Indian p SI New Tort IBS* 


IIAKD game: wicuita 


twelve unusually wclj-mndc arrows about 20 incites in length, 
with sharp jKiints; the feathering regular and of good work- 
manship; six painted blue and six yellow. 

Cat. no. 50355. Half a set of counting sticks (figure 358); sue 
arrows, uniformly painted and well made, with sharpened points 
that show eiidencc of having been repeatedly thru-t into tbo 




Jesses' 


J. 



Fin. 8"A C'lSnUurf stick* for band kumr. h-tiRth. !>■ iucbm, WicbJtn Indian*. Oklahoma* cut. 
no.»iri3 Field CVilombUn iln"cum 

ground. They are well feathered and painted blue for the greater 
part of their length. The portion to the extent of aliout 2 inches 
nearest to and including the feathering is painted yellow. 

Cat. no. 50310. Set of counting stick-, (figure 350) ; eight mipainted 
arrows, 21J inches in length, which terminate abruptly m blunt 



-ft® 



Fla. 8W Quanting sticks far hand game, laa^-Ji Mi sod U| Inches WU-hlta Indiana, Oklahoma; 
cat CO. 5«M«, Field Colombian Hamnm 

points; the feathering is well done, hut unusually short; also 
four undecorated wooden shafts. 

Cat. no. 50227. Set of eight counting sticks, 20 inches long, with 
blunt points at one end and at the other a bunch of small eagle 
feathers. One half the shafts in this set are painted blue and 
the other half red. 
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Cat. no V»288 Sot of counting Micks (figure 300) , eight well made 
*-hnft , 18 inches in length with no tract of ft ithenng or points 
nnd four similar shafts, 12 inches in length, all painted dark 
blue. 


Cat no r >02CC Sot of counting sticks (figure SCI) , eight plain 
shafts, 1C inches in length nnd four plain shafts 10 inches in 
length, one half the 
~~ ~~* number of each are 

painted blue nnd the 
other half red 
The sets were collected 
bj Dr George A Dor-e\ , 
who described* them as 
they arc arranged nl>orc, 
as illustrating the grad 
ualtransitionofthecount 
ing etjck used in the hand 
game from the nctual 
practical arrow to the 


PlO WO. Oaintlng stick* tor tnn 1 game length*. H *nd 
II lofbfr Wi hit* Indian*. Oklahoma cat on Hf*», 
Field Colombian Museum. 


simplo stick. Tlic four shorter undecorUcd sticks are explained b\ 
the collector as each equivalent to eight of the long ones. Doctor Dor 
«cj stated that the lames n-od m the game most often con i t of two 
bouo tubes, such os are now purchased from traders for use iu the 



Fi« an. n»»s 


Flo 3E1 Counting sticks snj txauls top hand game lengths of sticks, 1# soil ID Inches. Wichita 
Indians. Oklahoma cat. no. SMM, Field Colombian Museum 
Flo 8(3. Dram used In hand game" diameter 14 Inches, Wichita Indians, Oklahoma cat no. 
M3I Field Columbian Mono am. 

manufacture of breast ornaments and that he was informed that thev 
use at tunes even a bullet or some equal! v unpretentious object 
Gat no 59317 Small, double headed drum (figure 3P2) 4 inche- 
deep and 1C inches in diameter made of two pieces of rawhide, 
carefully and evenly stretched over a circular wooden frame and 
laced along the median line One head and half the bodv are 
painted blue, the other half being painted pink with a large 
blue circle in the center of the head 

• nand or Guessing Game among the Wichita*. The American Antiquarian v •'3. p 

sm 1001 
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This was collected by Dr George A. Dorsey, who states that the 
peculiar manner of painting was due to its being used tn two cere 
monies, the blue side being used in the War dance, while the use of the 
pink side was confined exclusively to the Gho=t dance. 

Cat, no. 593G2. Large drum (figure 363) . constructed similarly to the 
preceding, 8 inches deep and 30 inches in diameter ; accompanied 
by four forked stakes, upon which the drum is suspended at some 
distance from the ground, when in use. by four leather thongs, 
which extend out on the four sides from the center. In addition, 
the drum bears on the upper surface a braided rawhide handle. 

The entire surface of the drum is painted a deep Line, both sides 
containing similar symbols. The center bears a red circle 6 inches in 
diameter, upon which is an unusually 
good drawing of an eagle, the black- 
tipped white wing and tail feathers 
being drawn with great fidelity; the 
body is of course black. Surrounding 
this red sphere is a narrow blue line 
from which radiates a white line 5 
inches in length, which is crossed at 
right angles near the outer end by a 
moon symbol in red. The line termi- 
nates in a fiTe-pointed blue «tar. Be- 
tween this star and the edge of the 
drum is drawn in white a pipe with 
a short stem. Running diagonally 
across near the outer edge of the 
drum is a yellow star with a pipe in white similar to the one )vi«t 
mentioned. The two diagonally opposite -ules nie occupied, one by 
a red and the other by a green star. This specimen was collected by 
Doctor Dorsey, who states that lie was informed that this drum was 
used not. only in the hand game, but in the so-called War dance It 
is used abo in rain ceremonies, but concerning the latter there wa- not 
time to get any detailed information. The pipes have special ref- 
erence. of course, to the use of the drum during the war ceremony. 

. He gives the following explanation of the symbols* 

Tbe red center symbolizes tbe earth, its light bine boundary being the firma- 
ment: the white line leading from the firmament to the bine star representing 
the way of life which the spirits of tbe departed tra\ el Id their tourney to the 
west as bine among tbe WicWtas is symbolic of the west The color symbolism 
of the three remaining stars Is north for the green, east for the yellow, and 
south for tbe red. The deep-blue color of the drum Itself represents the 
heacens. i 

The following is Doctor Dorsey s account of the game : 

The ceremony about to be described took place on the afternoon of Snnday, 
.he 16th of June, 3001, in a very old Witcbltn grass lodge, about 7 miles 



Fig 30 Drum need in hand game- di- 
ameter, 30 inches, Wtchita Indiana, 
Oklahoma cat no SSag* Field Colnm- 
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north of Aliatbirko, Okli Thh |urtlcul.ir lmn«o, b> the witjr, I nai Informed 
h id Ions lieoii tlm act no of thin and similar con monies Indeed, on the previous 
d ly 1 hid lion' w IUH'Wil tlio gti»wt dance ArrlrJng nt tin* lodge about 2 o tWIc 
In the nfttrooon I found tint It was already thronged with i«e»>p|p, tluxo of juld 
die or advanced age 1 rvdomlnatlng TIm- floor find been cartfully awept, and 
both the list mid wed doors won- o|>en Jo«t outride of the lodge. cxjsjsed to 
th*» foil ray* of the sun, iras »u«(*Pnd<*l th o Iirge drum shore doHc-rilied, with 
Its four eu|i|iort* I was not aide to learn on Inquiry whether the dnim was 
|!msl In tills i«ndtlon rvrniu ntatly or whether It was simply for the purpose 
» f tight! nlli,: the 1 m id« through the action of licit Prom the use of the drum, 
however, hUr In tl>* n reuxiuy. | am Ini lined to Is Here that 1 his first exposure 
tn the eun was is n moii hit in rliarnclir Within the lodge the occupants 
i sunned jsedtlons— *«iiih' on one ahh, otlwr* on the oilier — leaving a large 
open ajiaee nU.Ut the Are heart li In the renter Two old women assumed n jiosl- 
tlcill li ilfunj ls?tn«u the iMnrth and the western side of the lodge, nnd to one 
of 111* III was pikscd the tmmlte of counting sticks preciously ilescrils'd under 
no o'ttsh. \ nuniW of nun then pit he red to thtlr left, when tlie lirpc drum 
was brought tn and J I iced In their midst, and the smaller drum was jlieed 
In the limits of cue of thilr numls?r Tlie drummers then began a flow and 
measured Is-itlup all at tlie same time Joining In a sort of chant. This. I 
was Informed n is a f application to the sun tint the pame might proceed 
<|Uletlj an 1 onlcrlj. nnd thit whlcliecer aide lost should bear no III will toward 
the winning aide nnd that nt the conclusion of the cerenmtiy all might be 
happy That tills limrey r, dot** not represent the full meaning of the song 
Is entirely prolible The old women then cniue forward toward the center of 
the floor one of them hearing In her hands two email l«>ne tyllnders. around 
one of which was fastened n Wick thong With arms outstrctcbeil aloft she 
turned toward tin sun and uttereil n priycr whlili lasted over a minute, all 
the others In the lodge keeping profound silence *«lie then passed the ecllnders 
to an old man sitting on the north ehle of the lodge, who Immediately placed 
tne In eith lund and tiegan to ware hie arms hick and forth In front of the 
1 hj.Ii the members oti hla elite !*eg1nnlng to sing to the oecompinlment of the 
Isiittng of the two drums. Vfter several |*nsses he signified tint he was re-idc. 
when tlie otlK r of tlie two women occupying the center of the lodge guessed nt the 
tocitlon of tlie unm irked cylinder Her puess proved to l*e correct, and. ns 
file represented the fiction sitting on the south side of the lodge n red arrow, 
symbolic of the «outh wns thrust Into tlie ground In front of nnd la tween the 
two tally keeper*. The cylinders were then |*asscd to one of the member* of 
the opposite side who repeated the performance just described vvlwn the 
worn in who represented the partv of the north side hazarded a guess. He fore 
she did this howerer She touched the tips of the fingers of loth h mds to 
the side of the hearth nibbed her hauds In front of her face, and then out 
‘tretehed them tn the direction of tbc sun Thus the game was continued with 
varying fortune until alwut 0 o clock at which time the side of tlie north was 
In pos-sesslou of all the counter* 1 was preparol from wlmt I hid ob«erred 
of this gitne among other tribes to see some outbrenk of joy ui«n the part of 
the victors. Instead however the game seemed one of Intense solemnity The 
cylinders were passed lick to the woman representing the gnesser of the win- 
ning side wh) held them aloft as before and uttered a prayer Next she took 
the bundle of counting sticks nud went through the same performance, at the 
termination of which, without anv Intimation both sides joined in a song 
accompanied by the low beating of the drum This «ong was exceedingly 
beautiful and resembled nothing so much as a subdued but devout hymn of 
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thanksgiving, as Indeed I w.ts Informed that It was. The song lasted for 
pevhips ten Minnies, when those present i<ejjan cunievslng In low tones, which 
very soon l«?eiinie more rm limited, and tbej began to leave tlie lodge and asseui 
Me on the south side of the lodge at a level since cleared of all vegetation, 
where they gathered In one great circle The large drum was then brought 
out hy one of the leaders, who held It toward the sun, uttered a prnjer, and 
again all sang n song, which was of the sime general character 11s the one just 
described. The drum was then returned to Its former position Just outside 
the lodge, I'lie of the older men now I -eg. in o distribution of food, consisting 
of meat, bread, auil coffee, to nil those present, and the ceremony was at au end. 

The Contrast between this sedate and dignified performance and the loud, 
boisterous, weird nil night jierformances such ns are enndueted. for example, 
by the Kooteuajs, was profound, and no one could base witnessed this game 
without becoming convinced that a deep religious significance underlies ut least 
one of tbe games of the American aborigines. 

Wichita. Oklahoma. 

In the story of ‘*Tlie TVmnderbird and the Water Monster,'’ as 
related by Dr George A. Dorsey." the hand game is described as the 
great gambling game of the people of those times. The wagers were 
generally large, people sometimes betting their lites and weapons, 
in the former case the winners taking the lives of the losers. 

C1HMMES1AN STOCK. 

Xiska. Xftss river. British Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boas 4 describes tbe following game: 

Lehi'I’ the guessing game in uhl'h a hone wrapped In ccdirlmrk is bidden 
In one hand The plnjer must guess In which hand the hone Is hidden 

dlXNOOKAN H-roOK 

Chinook. Slionlw nter bay, Washington. 

James G. Swan * «ays : 

Another game Is played hy little sticks or stones which are rapidly thrown 
from hand to hind with the skill of experienced juggleis accompanied all the 
while by some song adapted to the occasion, the winning or losing the game 
depending oil being able to guess corrects which limd the sthk Is In. This 
game enu be plated by any number of pci -sons and Is usually resorted to when 
tbe members of two different tribes meet nwd Is a sort of trl.il of supeclorltv 
Before commencing the game the betting begins, and each article staked Is 
put before the wlnnei. and whoever wins takes the whole pile 
Chinook. Xear Fort Vancouver, Washington. 

Paul Kane says: 

The one most generally played consists to holding In each hand a small stick, 
the thickness of a goose quill and about an Inch and a half In length, one plain 

•The Mythology of the Wichita, p 102 Washington. 1904 

‘ Fifth Report on the Indians of British Columbia Report of the sixty flftb Meeting of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science, p SS2. London, 1SD5 

•The North nest Coast, p 158, New York. 185T 

* Wanderings of an Art let among the Indians of North America, p 159 London, 18591 
also the Canadian Journal, v, ill, no 13, p. 2T0, Toronto, July, 1833. 
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Wbtts. California. (Cat.no , American Museum nf Natural 
History.) 

Four bones (figure 3C5), 2} inches in length, two tied in the middle 
with cord and two plain. Collected in 1902 
by Mr Howard Wil«on. who gives the name 
ns dam. - — — 


Kumsen. Monterey. California. 

J. F. G. do la Pei on°e • says: 

The other gamo> named t«u^4. 19 more easy: they 
play It with four, two on each side; each In bis turn 
hides n plow «C w<wwl In his hands, whilst his partner 
mikes a thousand gestures to take off the attention 
of the adversaries. It Is curious enough to a standee by 
to «v them npi-itted down opposite to each other, keep 
lug the most profound alienee, watching the feat urea 
and most minute clrcuui«tmce» which nny assist them 
in dl«coierlng the hind which coneeals the piece of 
wood : tlw>3 gain or l««e a point according to their guess- 
Ing right or wrong, and those who gain It hue a right 
the game Is 0 points and tlie common stake Is beads, and a 
Indians the favors of their women 


PI0.3H5 Boncsforhnnd 
mime length, 2| lupin*, 
Wmtuu Indians, Cali- 
fornia, cat Bo fit,, 
American Museum o( 
Katarol History 

to hide In their turn, 
imong the Independent 


FSKIVAUAK STOCK 
Eskimo (Labrador). Ungava. 

Mr Lucien M. Turner ' says: 

The young girls often play the game of taking an object and secreting It 
within the cIomh! hind. Another Is called upon to guess the contents She 
makes inquiries ns to the size, color, etc. of the object From the answers she 
gradually guesses whit the thing is 


KALAPOOIAN stock 

Calapooya. Siletz reservation, Oregon. (Cat. no. 63605, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Four bones (figure 36C), 3} inches in length and 1 inch in diameter 
at ends, two with n leather band around the middle and two 
plain. Ten counting sticks of willow, 8} inches in length, 
pointed at one end, with a black burned band at top. 

'A Voyage pound the World la the year* 1781, 1783. 1787, aud 1788. r 2, p 221, 

1-ODfiOn, 178R 
•See p 472 
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The«e were collected by T. .Toy Bufort. who gne« under the name 
of ithlacum, the following account of the game* 

\nj number of plajers come together at which time two captains choose 
sides Then the captains divide the twine* each taking one « Lite and one 
marked bone The plajers sit facing each other with the counting sticks lying 
I <• tween them lly lot they 
decide wLkli side shall play 
first The successful man will 
take n bone In e ich hand, 
holding them In front of him. 
nnd will exchange them so 
rapidly that the bystanders 
ire suniosed not to know 
nblch hand has the marked 
lione Then holding (with 
hands still In front of him. 
exposing the en Is an opposite 
man makes a guess bv jh Int 
Ing at the luntl which he 
thinks contains the white 
length <>f sti-ta, laches 0>t»p">T» fione The hands are then 
opened exposing the bones to 
full view tf the gue**er lws 
jiolnted to the marked bone be loses and one of the markers |s Immeill itely 
placed to the credit of the player If be guesses the white tone he wins and 
one of the markers U placed to bis credit Then he j tweeds to shuffle the bones 
for the opposite side to gue«s. 

The amount of the stake played for Is generallr arranged on a series of 
12 games each side patting up the amount collectlvelv and the winning side 
dividing at the end or the game This d >es uot prohibit nnvme however from 
betting on a single game or on one hand which Is ofteu done as the game 
proceeds 



of bones, 3j inch 
Indians SiieU reservation, Oregon 
Columbian 


o mu Field 


1UOW \N STUCK 

Iviow a OUahoma 

Air Julies Moonc\ 4 tlpscnlies tlie hand game of t lie Kiowa as 
follow-. 


The nime ilO-A signifies the tipi game from ilo tij I or house and a a 
game because, unlike most of their games it is played ins] le the tipi being 
essentially a game for the long nights when the n hole trlto Is assembled io the 
winter camp A similar game is found among neirly all our m lid tribes It Is 
pH red bv both sexes, but never together In Its general features It reseml Ies 
our game of hunt tbe button the players forming a circle around the fire of 
the tipi one-half of them playing against the others sitting facing them on tbe 
opposite side of the fire The leader of one parts- then takes the k Pito or 
bnttoD a short piece of stick wrapped around the middle with a strip of fur 
and small enough to tie concealed In the band. I uttlng hie closed bands 
together he raise* his arms above fits head, clasps them across his chest or 
puts them behind his hack endeavoring to pass the k fa bo from one hand to 
another or from his own hand to th it of his next partner wlthont toine per 
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report 
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cetveil by nny of tlie opposite ]> irtj . nil tlio while keeping time to tlie movements 
of his hands wltli one of the peculiar do-il songs, lo which the members of his 
party Join. 

When the opposing player thinks he has detect oil In which hand the other 
has concealed the sthk. he Indicates it with n peculiar jerk of his thumb and 
Index finger In that direction, with n loud Tsotj' (Conianthe for ’‘Tint’") . If 
lie has guessed correct Ij . he stores n certain numt>er of points, the account being 
kept by meins of n bundle of green printed tally sticks. lie then takes the 
kTiho and Is'glns a similar set of movements lu time to another hong. In which 
Ills partners join; so the game goes on far Into the night, until the contest 
la decided and the stakes won by one side nr the o(hcr. It is a most animated 
and Interesting game, of which they are very fond, and frequently at night In 
the winter camp the song < horns may In? heard from several games In progress 
simultaneously, the high pitched voices of the women In one tipi making a 
pleasing contrast to the deeper tones of the men in another 

Mr Mooney gives a picture of the don game from a Kiowa calendar 
[figure 367], which he describes as follows: 

Winter 1S81-8J ImiUdfil-de bri.1, “Winter when they played the <!6ft 
medicine game" Tills winter is noted for a great dfWl game played under the 
auspices of two rival leaders, each of whom claimed to 
have the uw>«t powerful "medicine" for the game The 
game wns pl.aj ed in the winter camp on the Washita near 
the mouth of Ilog Creek', the Kiowa tender being Pu-tepte, 

** Uurrulo bull -coming-out." alias TWtpkail. now dead, . 
while his opiionent wns the Apache chief and medicine 
man Divfko. The Kiowa leader was recognized distinc- 
tively oa having “medicine" for this game, and it was 
said that lie conld do wonderful things with the “button.” 
making it pass invisibly from one band to another while he 
held Ids hands outstretched and far apart, and even to 
throw It up Into the air ami cause tt to remain there sus- 
pended Inv 1-lbl.v until he was ready to put out his hand 
again and catch it: 111 other words, lie wns ptobably an 
expert slelght-of-hnnd performer Ills Apaolie rival. DJ- 
vtko. Is known as a medicine man a« well ns a chief and Fic ■*.: Hand game. 
Is held In considerable drearl. as It Is believed that he ran kill Kiowa Indians OUa- 
by Bhootlng Invisible darts from n distance Into the body c ™n <i™™ * f torn 
of an enemy. On this occasion he had hoisted that his Mooney 
medicine was superior lor the diVa game, which did not 
prove to be the case, however, and as the Kiowa medicine man won the victory 
for his party, large stakes were wagered on the result and weie won by the 
Kiowa. It Is said that this was a part of Pa tepte’s effort to revive the old 
customs and amusements on a large scale The game was witnessed by a large 
concourse, all dressed and painted for the occasion The picture on the Set Van 
calendar Is very suggestive 

KnUNAHAX STOCK 

Ktjtenai, Bonners Ferry. Idaho. (Cat.no. 51878. Field Columbian 
Museum.) 

Two sets of bones (figure S68), one 2^ inches in length and the other 
2| inches in length ; both about three-fourths of an inch in diara- 
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etw; hollow, and with square end In each one bone is 
wrapped around the xnrcMfe with a leather band 
These were collected in 1897 hr Dr George V Dorset who bought 
them from a Kvtenai who belongs to a little rene- 
gade 1 and bring at Bonner^Ferrv Doctor Dorsey 
writes 

Tills In Han toll dc that among tbe Kutenal or nt any 
rate among big people whencrer tbe pJjy«I thit game 
they always bad two sets tbns obviating tl e necessity of 
P «slog tbe «et back and forth from side to side as would 
lx* tbo If thev plated with but one set. In connection 
with these two Kutenal gets I sen I you some photographs I 
tool, of so ne Kotei al playing this game taken on the 
Ititter Root river near Flathead lake Mont (figures 3(S> 
8 0] I gaw the game played by several different parties among tbe Flathead 
Indians, with whom this bund of Fntnal Is more or le«s Intimately associated. 
Kotenai. Bnti B h Columbin 
Dr F Chamberlain • savs 

The Lower Kootenay* are very much la love with gambling which vice through 
tl e efforts of tbe missionaries, has been entirely sui pressed ni * get the Upper 



Flo SCS. pones for 
banlfrnm® length 
*1 inches; Kntenal 
Indiana, Idaho, raj 
no. Sirs Field Co- 
lumbian Museum 



F o 9*>- Kotenai Indians playing b a n d game Montana, limn photograph by Dr Georg® A. 


Kootenays. In the gambling dance tbey chant Hal ya bnl y5 hal ya b* 
repeated an infinite number of times Interspersed with yells of bo b- ha b2! 

• Report on the Kootenay Indiana of Scnth-Eaatern British Ootmnb a Report of tbe 
Silty -second Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science p Sfll 
I-ondou, 1893 
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lie be bsi bat ! be lie kj] bat' bd bfl' etc Another gambling refrain i« i I l 1 
yaeee t 

The gambling consists In guessing in which band oDe ion which a ring of 
bark ta left) of two sticks of wood is hidden. The players sit In two 



Fio. 370 Kutenal Indians playing hand game; Montana; from photograph "by Ur George A. 


fnelng each Other, and a number of them keep beating on a log in front of them 
with sticks while the sticks are passed from hand to band. From time to time 
some of the players sing or contort their limbs In various ways. 

KOLCSCnAJ, STOCK 

Chji-kat. Alaska. 

Lieut. Frederick Schwatka, U. S. Army.* says: 

The gambling game which they called la hell was the favorite during the 
trip over the Chllkoot trail, although I understand that they have others not 
so complicated. This game requires an even number of players, generally 
from four to twelve, di'ided Into two parties which face each other These 
"teams’* continue sitting about 2 or 3 feet apart, with tbelr legs drawn up 
under them, ft la Turque, the place selected being usually In sandy ground 
under the shade of a grove of poplar or willow trees Each man lays a wager 
with the person directly opposite him, with u horn alone he gambles as far as 
the gain or loss of bK stake is concerned, although such loss or gain Is dAer- 
mlned by the success of the team as a whole In other word*, when a game 
terminates one team, of course, is the winner, but each player wins only the 


•Along Alaska's Great Rl«r, p. 70, hew Xork. 1883 
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Make put op bj his* tImItK V h indfnl of willow sticks 3 or 4 Inches long 
and from a dozen to a score In number are thrust In the sand or soft earth 
between the two rows of isjn miwg gambler? nod by toe-in? of tbe^e n sort of 
running record or titiv of the game 1? kept The Inulements actually employed 
In gambling an morel v a couple of sm ill bone W bbln? ns shown (in figure 371 J 
of about the size of a lady s penknife one > f which has oue cr more band? of 
black cnt around It neir it? center and I? t-illed tlie king the other being | nre 
white \t the commencement of the game one of the j iayc r- picks op the bone 
bobbin?, change? them rapldlv from one band to the other sometimes behind 
hi? back then ngafti under an airon or hat resting on his Ii[ during all of 
which time the whole nssemllv are singing In a Ion measured melodv the 
word?, “Ob' oh' oh* Oh ker-«boo kershoo* which is kept up with thetr 
elbows flapping ngalnst their side? and their head? snaring ti the tone until 
some player i f the opposite row thinking he 1? inspired imd singing with 
unasu.il * eheuieuce Middenlv points out the band of the Juggler that In his 
belief contain? the kln„ If bl? gue?? Is correct his team j lek? np one of 
the willow sticks nnd rlace? It on their side or If the jug 

r> jt-j ^ glers tenm ha? gained nnv one of thiir Micks mn t le re- 

u ° * V placed In the resene at th center If be I? wrong then the 

other si le t lllie? one In tlie emic wav The lone king and 
queen nre then hande«l to no liullnn in the other row ami 
Fio m Bones for the ami e j s.rfo nuance rcjieatcd although it tn ij l>e twice a? 
han lgnme length i ott( . or half „ s sj IO rt n? no native attempt? to discern the 
dun^Aluksfrom " i “ ?reaha,,t ‘ { of f be king “ until he feeL? tie hit a rvrclatioo 
Sehwatka to that effect |>ro)juced I v the Incantitlon \ game will la«t 

nuvwbere from half an hour to three hours. Whenever the 
game i? nearlv concluded and one pirty ha? gilned almost nil the wlltow stick? 
or at any other exciting point of the game tliev have method? of doullingup 
on the wager? bv not erclnuglnjr the bo! 1 1n? but bolding l*>tk In one hard or 
leaving one or Lioth on the ground under n hat or apron anl the guesses are 
about loth and connt double treble or quadruple fir lm-? or gala They 
wager the cap? off their bead? their shirts off their 1 aeks. nnd with manv of 
them no doubt, their prospective pay for the trip was all gone bef ire It was 
half earned- 

Agam he ?ay- * 

Another article freelv drought to u? was the pair of mu ill bone gambling 
tool? so characteristic of tlie whole northwest country Tbev have been 
desorllied when speaking of the Chllkat Indian? and I saw no material differ 
enc-e fn thetr use by thi? particular tnbe 

Tun err Via ska (Cat no American Slu-tum of Natural Hi* 

tore ) 

Set of four Ixme? (figure 172) solid and \en old and stained If 
mclie? in length not entirelj round, but with a raised strip on 
one side On two this strip ha? a fluted edge, ornamented with 
four circle®, with interior dots. One of these is plain and the 
others are cut to receive a band in the middle One has a plain 
strip with two circles with interior dots and i» perforated at one 
end, and the fourth a strip cut anaj at the side? near the ends, s, 

•Along Alaska t Great Hirer p New lork. 18<U> 
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with four (lots. The latter ha* two perforations at right angles 
and is cut to receive* a band. Collected by Lieut. George T. Em- 
inon*. U. S. XflA-y. who describes the specimens as part of the 
paraphernalia of a shaman. 



Flo T- Bone* for band game, length. I i Inches. Tllngit Indian*. AlA*kn cal do ^AmeHcua 
ilaseom of Natural Huforr " ’ 


KULAX AP STOCK 

Gr*LALA. Sonoma count.*. California. 

Hr Stephen Powers* say*: 

While aiming ttie Gual.ila I tint nn excellent opportunity of witnessing t be gam- 
bling gime of wl and tep. unit a description of the sniiie. with slight i ariation*. 
will answer for nearly till the tribes lu central and southern California, 

They gi ruble wllb four cylinders of bone about i inches long, two of which nre 
plain and two in irked with rings ami string tied around the middle. The 
game Is conducted hr four cld wl experienced men. frequently gray heads, two 
for eiieli pirty. ‘•on.ittlng cn their knees on opposite aides of the fire They 
have l«etore them n. quantity of fine dry grass, and. with their hands In rapid 
and Juggling motion before and behind them they roll up each piece of bone In 
a little bale, nwd the ophite party presently gue«« lu which hand is the marked 
bone. Generally only one guesses at a time « hich he does with the w oril “ tep,” 
marked one. “wi,” plain one If he guesses right for both the players, they 
simply to~s the bones over to him and his partner and 
nothing is scored on either side if he guesses right for 
one nuil wrong for the other, the one for whom he guessed 

i - right is ••out." but bis partner rolls up the bones for an 

i other trial, and the guesser forfeits to them one of the 
twelve counter- If lie guesses wrong for both, thev still 

. 1 keep on. anil he forfeits two counters. There are ouli 

twelve counters, and w hen thev have been all won over to 
one side or the other the game is ended. Each Indian then 
takes out of the stake the article which he or she deposited 
Fiq sn Bones for together with that placed on it. so that every one of the 
bsnd game: length, winning party comes out with double the amount he staked 
2J inches. Porno In 

df»n«. California Pojio. Ilopland. California. (Cat. no. 200295, 
£u«tes NahonaUiia 1 United States Xational Museum.) 

9enin Set of four bones (figure 373). 2} inches in length 

and one-half inch m diameter: interior hollow; two tied with 
thread about the middle and tw o plain. 




rnia Contributions to North America 
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Collected bj Mr C F Bnggs, who states that thev are u-cd bv the 
Pomo and all other Indians in that part of California 
Pomo Ukiah, California {Field Columbian Mu«eum ) 

Cat no G1144 Four cylindrical bones {figure 374) from legs of 
mountain lion, 3 inches in length, two bound with nitive twine, 
which passes through the tube and bach under 
wrapping on outside of bone Smooth and 
highly polished 

The above specimens were collected m 1900 hr 
Dr George A Doi>cv, who states that the nitive 
name is ‘•hoduwia 

t -bo equals east *■ <lu wl equals night The game Is 
played bj fire light in sweat house-*— (J IV II > 

Cat no G1192 Tour terv old and higlilv pol 
i-hed bones ( figure 375), 24 inches m length 
from the foot of the mountain lion Two 
unmarked bones Ime on the side a row of excavated pits, 9 on 
one, G on thoothcr The other tw o bones are bound in the middle 
with native cordage which passes al-o in<=ide and out«ide the 
bone. Each of the^e \a1ttr lias a circle of b lack dots near one 
end one compo-ed of 7 and the other of D dots 
These specimens were collected b\ Dr J TV 
Hud«on m 1900 who gives the native name as coka, 
eastern Doctor Hudson informed the writer that 
the pits or dots on the bones represent the king 
fisher bidama ehatn the patron of the gamblers. 

Uki ill vallev Mendocino count\ , California 

Dr T IV Hudson describes shoka (coka) east 
ern game the usual hand or gras, game 

The guesser when calling tep guesses that the plain 
bone Is In the hand In front f the pljver If correct be 
takes the bones. When fillin'* wl be means the bound 
lone Is In the bin 1 In front This tribe always keep one 
of their binds In front onl one behind when Joggling the bones. 1 caller can 
call ko both which means that he guesses at both opponents anl the han Is are 

“-8 3 13 B 

The call tso lo-pa flicker hci 1 band, meins 

k " ko " or tw) lo-pa If correct wins both opponents bones. " Tip,” or “ wl ” 
call refers to the t pponent i>ointeil at only and the other partner must win bick 
the bones lost l<efore the game can proceed tn the ortlnxlox way or lose hla play 
The following archaic calls are rery rnrelr t eartl In the hand game 

t yu equals the high one the wl bone or kal y5 or nau wa ten trim equals 
alt l»ehlnd him. Ka to -shPl equals the abort one the t£i> bone. 




FiC F3 Bone* for 
hand game length, 
fj inches, Pomo In 
di*ns,C»Lfirni& cat. 
no «tia> Field Co- 
lumbian Ma-eom. 


d 3 
r . ) 
c fr ) 

Fio an Bones for 
hand game; length, 
3 Inches Pomo Id 
diant, California 
cat. no tllll. Field 
Columbian Mnsemn 
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Pomo. .Xabatel Tillage, Mendocino county, California. (Cat. no. 
54472, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four highly polished cylindrical bone--, 2§ inches in length, from 
the foot of the mountain lion; two bound in the center by ten 
or more wrap* of native cord, which there passes in, each direc- 
tion and enters the hollow of the bone. 

Thi« i- the nio^t highly polished sot ever seen by the collector, 
Dr Oeoije A. Dorsey (1899). who gives the native name ns coka, 
ea«tem. Another set (cat. no. 54473). similar to the above. is 2\ 
inches in length. 

» — — Upper Lake, Lake county, California. (Field Columbian 

Mu-eum.) 

Cat. no. 544CS. Two bone cylinders (figure 376), 3 inches m length, 
one an eagle bone, wrapped with cordage which passes through 
3nd back outside the bone. The unmarked bone is one from a 
• mountain lion’s foot. Both liones are highly polished and very 
smooth. 

Cat. no. 54470. Two bone cylinders, 2J ipclies in length, similar to 
above. 

Cot. no. 54409. Two eagle-bone cylinders, 3 inches in length, one 
wrapped with native cordage, nine w raps, which 
pasf-es through and back to center over ends. 0 ) 

Cat. lio. 54471. Four cylindrical bones, 2j inches 
in length, from the legs, of wildcat". Two ^ 
wrapped with twine in center of bone. All 
highly polished and worn smooth. 3 1 '*'*"*• pomo 

All of the above-described specimens were col- no. pi»m 
lected in 1SD9 by Dr George A. Dorsey, who gives CoVoroV>i*-n Ma 
the native name as duweka at Ukiah. 

Upper Lake. Lake county, California (Cat. no. 01215, Field 

Columbian Museum.) 

Two liones. eagle-wing tubes, each about 3 inches in length, one of 
them wrapped as follows: Eight tunes around the center with 
native cord, which also passes out to the end of the tube and 
back to Jhe other end. then inside the tube and back to the center 
on the outside. 

Tlwaft were collected. \a 1900 by Dr J. TV Hudsow from Gaptair. 
Jim Boeknell. a noted Indian character. 

EUTCAMXM* STOCK 

KjuvsiATn. Upper Klamath lake, Oregon. (Cat. no. 37496, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 
Four solid boDes (figure 377). 3 inches m length, two wrapped about 
the middle with cord cemented with black gum; six willow 
counting sticks (figure 378), pointed at one end and painted 
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red, length, 7 inches Collected in 1000 bj Dr George A 
Dorsey 



Figr 8-7 Fig 8*& 

Via 8T Bones for hand game length, 3 Inches Klamath Indiana Oregon, int.no 3"498 Free 
Mnsenm of Science and Art UnlYers tyof Pennsylvania 
FlO 3*H. Counting sticks for hand game length inches Klamath Indians Oregon cat no. 
3740(1 Free Museum of Science and Art UniTeral y of Pennsylvania. 

Klamath Upper Klamath laht Ongon (Cat no 61C1C Tield 
Columbian Museum ) 

Tour solid bones (figure 379), 3 inches in length and tapering to 
each end Two of the bones hi\e wound about their centers 
several wrappings of a buckskin thong, all of them are deco 
rated, the two plain ones hit ing on one side of one end a double 
cross, while tho marked bones hate it one end an incision 





Flu TV Bones for hand game l*ngtb 3 inches Klamath Indiana Orego cat no fUSIfl, Field 
Columbian llnaeom from Dorsey 

rmuuug around fbe kofio* from vdach spring iv-o jtaraUel in 
cised spirals, terminating under the wrappings The set of 
bones is accompanied with twelve neath made decorated wooden 
pins, 8i inches long 

Collected in 1900 by Dr George V- Dorsey who describes the game 
under the name of loipas a 

The two marked bones are known as skfitasb tied around or bfsbunksb. 
mate while the unmarked liones are sola * fen ale Tt e twelve sticks serve 
as counters, kshesh. _ 

•Certain Gambling Games of the Klamath Indians. American Anthropologist n a 
▼ 3 p *** 1901 


IUSD GSME: YOKl'TS 


!93 


Continuing Doctor Dor-ov 

In connection with I1 k> liarnl game there should t>c mentioned a loieuge-sh.iped 
atone {figure ItSOJ, nu- .inuring -| Inches long by ]] Incites In breadth and an 
Inrli in thickness. This stone. « 1th wventl others similar in shape, was found at 
Klamath falls, near the font of Khm.it h lake, and was obtained by me from a 
merchant ft* t v.a* leaving ttw rcwr\ at Ion. The person from whom I procured 
the specimen said thit ft nttmt>er of Klamath Indians had sccd the stone and 



had unanimously declared that It was formerly used in playing the hand game. 
It was not i to-- <lhle for me to verify this etntiroent. hut Trout the shape of the 
stone am! from my linhUIt} to w to nlini other u*c It could hare been put, 1 
am Inclined to the t>el!cf that It had l«ecn used In Clio band game 

Modoc, Vaina\ vnbagency, Klamath .reservation, Oregon. (Cat. 

no. (J18I4, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two slender, tapering wood pins (figure 3SI). (*} inches in length, 
•one marked with two burnt bands and the other plum. 


Fjo. 3“1 Sticks for hand frno, length 6( Inches M«loo Indian,, Oregon, cat no. CISII. Field 
ColatnMnn lla»»m 

They were: collected by Mr It. C- .Spink, who describes them as used 
“ in the band game under the name of toloogoush and schme. 

3 1 Alt IPOS Ah' STOCK 

Yokuts. Little Sandy creek, Fresno county, California. (Cat. no. 
TOSCO, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four hollow bones, 3 inches long, two wrapped with cord about the 
middle and two plain. 
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Thoso were collected b\ Ur .T "N Hudson, who docribei them as 
used in the grass game 

Yokuts Tule Hirer nervation Tulare count), California (Cat. 

no 70179, r icld Columbian Museum ) 

Jour sticks, 15 inches long and one fourth inch in diameter, two 
plain and two painted black, with loops for tung to the finger*- 
and ten unpccled maple counting sticks, 0 inches in lingth 
(figure 1S2) 

Tlieso were collected b) Ur .1 W Hudson, who describes them as 
used in tho game called tfitat 

Flayed by two penoirf each of whom lias n pair of sticks, one white and one 
black one player puts Ms band* behind Wm anil ring* two of tin f ur finders 
on hla right hand with the conls attiched to the two sticks. lie tlua brings 




F 10 3SJ Sticks »nd counters for hand pune length of (ticks, 1) Inches- length of co in ters, 9 
Inches Yolrats Indians, Tnle Hirer reaer-Tatlon. Tnlare county California cat. no "10*8, Held 
Columbian Moaeom 

out his hand entering the Angers with his left hind The opposite player 
endeaiors to guess whether the Mack or white stick Is ne-irest the thumb or 
whether the two sticks arc attached to adjoining or se|<aruted Augers. 

MOQUELUMNAN STOCK 

CnowcimxA Grant Springs Mariposa count), California 

Dr J H Hudson describes tlieso Indians as plating the hand 
game under the name of hmawu 

The bound bone is called t! y2 n nl {female) the plain, nflng a (man) 
Ten counting sticks bQ hO are used. The oil) gesture is nSt " there ' 

They also play n game called hu «a In which one guesses which hand hides 
a hidden seed or nut 

Topinagdgui Big creek, Tuolumne county, Cnhfomia (Field 
Columbian Museum ) 

Cat no 7021G Four bones (figure 3S3), 3f inches in length, two 
wrapped with leather thongs and two plain 
Cat. no 70217 Three bones (figure 384) 3| inches m length two 
wrapped with thongs and one plain, incomplete set. 
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Cat. no. 70232. Ten countin'' ‘'ticks of peeled wild cherry, sharpened 
nt one cud. 15 inches in length. 

All collected hy I)r .1. W. Hudson, who describe? them as used in 
the gras* game. Each side has ten counting sticks. 
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Flo. 333 Bone* for ho nil pme, IrnKtb, 3< Inches. Toplnagnjrlm Indian,. Tuolumne connty, 
Californio, cot. no TOJl ft. Field Co'uoblon llwnin 
Flo J 1 ! Bones fur hand came, length. 31 loehem. Toptnaguglm Indians, TunlUmu* county, 
California; cat no TieiT, Field Columbian Stnseom 
Flu 3ft. Bonea for hand Rome, length, I) inchra, Toplnaguglm Indiana, Tuolumno county, 
OU fond*' cot no Hei«. Field Columbian Moaeoni 


ToriNAOUcni. Dig creek, Tuolumne county, California. (Cat. no. 

70218, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four bones (figure 3S5), split panther femur, 2$ inches in length, 
two bound with thongs. 

! ■ -■ ■■ ■, These were used bv women. They were 

collected bv I)r J. W. Hudson. ' 


P1MAV blXJC K 


Papago. Mission of San Xavier del Bac. 
Pima county, Arizona. (Cat. no 
<53521, Field Columbian Museum.) 
Implements for peon game (figure 3SG). • 
consisting of tlnce slender sticks. 3} 
inches in length, painted red, black, 
ami yellow, each with a finger loop of colored cloth, the red with 
a black loop, the black with a white loop, and the jellow with a 
red loop. Collected by Mr S. C. Simms. 

Pima. Gila Hirer reserve. Sacaton agency, Pinal county, Arizona. 

(Cat. no. 03 300, Field Columbian Mu^um.) 

Implements for a guessing game (figure 387), consisting of three 
slender round sticks, about 13J inches in length, each with a 
loop of cotton cloth tied to one end, and the other end painted 





FlO. 3WI. Stick, for poon, length. 
31 inches; PapnRO Indian", Arl 
tot* rat no SMI. W.d Colom- 
bian Matron m 
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black fora distance of 44 niche*. accompanied with twenty count 
ers, fragments of twig-s. ulimit 24 indies m length 
These wen. collected b\ "Mr *"» C. Simms. who gives the mine of the 
game as wahpetih ami «4ate*» tint it i*. plated In vj\ jKr-on three 
on each side The pin or-, m <i c <-ule conceal the sticks umhr their 
arms putting a finger into each loop the other bide guessing whether 
thej ha\e the sticks under the right or the left arm 



FtC BP" Sticks for wahpetab length lJi lncln-> Rims Ind^na, Arizona, rat. no. £CIR Field 
Colnmtian Mnmum 

Pima Vnzom 

Dr 1 rink Ilushcll • iIchiiU- tlic following game 

\ nputta. — \i v nuibcr f j liven i ay participate lot tier nre tinier two 
leaders wlo nro Mdected by t >■». Fach drams up Ills men In 1 ne so that they 
face tletr opponents. V goal aliout JO yards distant Is narked out, onl the 
g-uue begins. A small tlject usually a circular i lew. of potlery so h ns are so 
coin » n about the ru ns of the *5 utl west Is carried nrotti 1 behind the I ne br 
n lea ler ni d | laced In the han Is of ont of his n on T1 c oj podte leader guesses 
which n an 1 Ms tie ol jett If be guesses wrtng the man at the end of the 
line In which the object Is held, wl o stan Is farthest from the goal runs and 
jamjis over the upheld le*" of the man at the opposite en 1 of his Iln This 
mores tl e winning line tl e width of one iu n and the length of a Ju up to ard 
the goal If the first guess |s correct the bjert Is I assed to him an 1 there is 
no jumping until a gue<s falls.* 

rujf'»AN STOCK 

Ivon rau California (Cat no Vmerican Museum of Natural 

Iliston ) 

Four bones (figure 3SS) hollow two closed with wooden plugs and 
wound in the middle with cord the other two plain length 2} 
to 3 inches. Collected bt Dr Poland B JDivon 
Mr Stephen Powers relates a math of the Ivonkau m winch their 
culture hero OanLoitupeh (the Invincible) overcame Ilmbiitwoto 
peh at gambling in a guessing game and won back his grandfather s 

* In a forthcoming memoir to he publ shed by the Bureau of American Etboology 
•The object la colled rs-ttk! Blare It la 40 or oO mm In dlamete is pitted in the cen- 
ter to prevent cheating and may he of either pottery or stone 

•Contributions to North American Ethnology r 3 p. "OS, Washington 1ST7 
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tribe, which the latter had lost to Haikutwotopeh through trickery. 
The original game is described as follows: 

\Tliey had four short pieces of boue, two plain and two marked Tbei rolled 
them up In little balls of dry gru«s; then one of the players held up one of 



FlO 3SS. Boies for band game length, 21 to 3 Inches, Konkau Indiana. California cat. no. 
American ATtucutii of Natnml History 

them in each hand, and the other held up his If he matched them he counted 
2; If he failed to match them the other counted l There u ere sixteen hits of 
wood as counters, and when one gut the sixteen he was the winnei 

Maide. California. (Cat. no. American .Museum of Natural 
History.) 

Four bones (figure 3S9), 2) inches in length, two plain and hollow, 
and two tied around the middle with thongs and plugged at the 
ends. Collected by Dr Roland B. Dixon in 1903. 

Dr Dixon lefers to the game w ith bones in his Maidu Myths,® and 
describes the adventures of two jouths, the sons of u girl and Cloud- 
Man, created out of two bunches of feathers, and called Always- 
eating, and Conqueior, or Winner. After a series of exploits, killing 


Fio 3HH 



Bones for hand frame length 1 j inches, Slaida Indians, California, cat 
American Museum of Natural Historc 




rattlesnakes, wood bugs, elk, and eagles. Conqueror gambles with an 
opponent, who has a passage through lus body and can pass the 
gambling bones through this from one hand to the other. Conqueror 
with the help of the Sun closes this passage, and opens one in lus own 
body, thus winning back his people, who have been lost to his oppo- 
nent. At the opening of the game the stakes are the players' eyes. 

In another story, a variation of the preceding, the person with 
whom the hero plays is designated as Old-North- Wind The stakes 
are eyes and hearts. The hero wins as before. 


• Bulletin of the American Museum 
1502 
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Mum. Slitter. fort, Sacramento Millo\, California 
Edwin Brj ant • «a\s. 

The game which they most pcucmllj pli> I* ns follow * vny numt«er which 
may be concerned in it sent tin nisei vea crosslegged on the ground in a circle. 
Thej are then dhlded lutn two parties mill of which Inn two thamptw* or 
Jill} era. V hall or boiiic rnunll nrtleh la placed In the hand* of the platers on 
i in sldi which they tmn*f< r from linml to In nil with «u<h sleight and des 
ttrlt} that It la nearl} Inijmssible to ditcct the ch ingc*. It hen the player* 
holding the bill* ntahe a pnrtlmlir motion with their hand* the antagonist 
plajera picks In ubhli band tlie ball* ire at the time If the rucks U wrong 
ft counts 1 In f iror of the playing party If the gurs-s Is right then It count* 
1 In favor of the guessing jiart*. and the halls tire trnn«firred to them The 
« tint of tin game Is kept with slicks During the progress of the game oil con 
corned ke<p up n continual monotonous grunting with a movement of their 
bodies to keep time with thtlr grunts The article* which art staked on the 
game an | laced In the center of the ring 

Nisiirstw s Mokolumnc rncr. Eldorado couiitt, 12 miles south of 
1‘laconiilc, Cilifornm 

Dr J. IV. Hudson desmlies the pnsi pnme plated In this tribe 
tinder the name of helot (Iiele=malental cousin), or tep mid wo 
The bones are wade of the ulna of n panther Mai dflk (man) the bound 
bone kfl U (woman), the ptiln bone tonin' lie-la I (matt mil third cousins) 
the ten stick counter* euh of which represents n mine fixed ui»m them before 
playing lint ' tlie gesture nnd call 

In Todd tallcj Doctor Hudson found the panic phted under the 
same name m the usual maniiei. but the plain l*oiie was called toloinn, 
perns and the hound bone, pehon, vulva 

California 

Mr htiphen Powers » «snvs 

The most common Inode of gambling (hi Ial) used hr loth men and women 
Is rtudiu-ted by meins of four longi«li cylinders of lone or wood which are 
wripped In j diets of grass and held In the hind while the opposite part} 
guesses which hand contains them These cylinders nre carved fnnn se>eral ms 
terlaK hut the Indians call them all bones. Thus tbev line the phri«es 
pol loam hi lal hin toan -cm hi lai Inn du petn hi lal Mil g*»I » hi l>i b ,n 
which means reflectively to gamble with buckeye t>oncs pine boues. deer bone* 
and cougar liones There 1* a subtle difference In their minds In the duality of 
the game according to the kind of bones employed but what It Is I can u it 
discern Tins game with slight variations j recalls prettv much all over Call 
fnrliln nnd as I had opportunity of seeing it on a much larger scale on Gualala 
creek the reader la referred to the chapter on the Gualala (see p 2S01 
The su* toh la the same game substantially ontv the pieces nre shaken In tlie 
hand without being wrapped in the grass 
The ti kel tl kel Is also a gambling game for two inen plsved with a bit of 
wood or n pebble which Is sbal en id the hand and then the hand closed upon It 
The opponent guesses which finger (a thumb Is a finger with them) It is under 
and scores 1 if he bits or the other scores If he misses. They keep tallv with 
eight counter®, 

•What I Saw In California p JGS. Vw lork 184? 

‘Contributions to North American Ethnology r 3 p aa2 Was 
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HAND game: nisqpalli 


O low) pa. California. 

A- Delano • says. 

Another is with two Email pieces of bone, one of which Is hollow. These they 
roll In a handful of grass, and tossing them in the air several times, accompanied 
with a monotonous chant, they suddenly pull the ball of grass in too with the 
hands, and the antagonist guesses which hand the hollow bone Is lit They 
have small sticks for counters, and, as they win or low, n stick Is passed from 
one to the other till the close or the game, when be who has the most sticks Is 
the winner They will sometimes play all day long, stopping oulj to eat. 

SALTS II AX STOCK 


Bellacoola. British Columbia. (Cat. no. 1839G, 

18397, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two bones from two sets, 3j^ inches in length, 
and three-fourtlis of an inch m diameter at 
the middle; rounded at ends. Neither bone 
is marked (figure 390). Collected by Capt. 

’ Samuel Jacobsen. 

Clallam. Washington. 

A Clallam boy, John Rnub, described this tribe 
as playing the hand game with four hones, under the name of slahal. 

The four bones nre used, two plain and two with a black mark around the 
middle Tbe former are called swal ka. ** man," and the latter ela nl. “ woman,” 
Nisqualli. Washington. 

George Gibbs b s.iys : 

There are severnl games, the principle of which Is the same In one a small 
piece of bone Is passed rapidly from hand to hand, shitted behind tUe hack, etc 
the object of tbe contending party being to, ascertain in winch band It is held 
Each side Is furnished with five or too small sticks, which serve to mark tlie 
game, one stick being given by tbe guesser whenever be loses, and lecelved when 
ever he wins. On guessing correctly It Is his turn to manipulate When nil 
’ the sticks nre won. the game ceases, mid the winner reechos tbe stakes, consist 
mg of clothing or nny other articles, as the play mw he either higb or low for 
simple amusement, or In eager rivalry The hackers of the party manipulating 
keep up a constant drumming with sticks on their paddles width lie before 
them, singing an Incantation to attract good fortune. This is usually known as 
the gauic of hind. or. in Jirgon, It lukain Hub sissies of gambling 

has Its appropriate tamahno-fi* or. as it Is called upon the Sound Sltwol illtiid 
that Is. Its patron spirit, whose countenance is Invoked by the chant and noise 
The tamnlmo-us of the game of hind Is called by the N'fsgually. Tsnlk of tbe 
disks, Knawk'b. It would seem that this favor is not merely solicited during 
the game, but sometimes In advance of It. and perhaps for general or continued 
fortune. 


•Life *0 tbe rtvlns, p SOT. Aoborn. 185J 

•Tribe* of Western Washington owl Northwestern Oregon Contributions to North 
American Ethnology, t i, p 208. Washington, 1877 





FlO 390 Bones for 
hand game, length, 
3A laches Bellacoo- 
la Indians, British 
Columbia cat no 
19330.19307, Field Co- 
lombian Museum 
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In lus Dictionary of the Xi=qualh he gives lahal or -lahal as the 
name of both the game of hand and that pla\ed with di*Ls Again, 
olahal, or olahalub, means to play 
Oki\ 4C4N Washington 
Capt Charles Wilkes* «ays 

The chief imusement of the Okonagan tribes of Indians In the winter and 
during the beat of the daj In summer when they are j rerented from taking 
salmon is a game called by the voyagenrs “jeu de main equivalent to our 
odd nnd-evcn. 

Alexander Eoss * says 

The principal game is called tslll all a-come differing but little from the chall 
chill played by the Chinook9 or Indians along the seasoast. This game Is played 
with two small oblong polished bones each 2 inches long and half an Inch In 
diameter with twenty small sticks of the same diameter ns the hones bnt about 
9 Inches long 

The game does not set any limits to the number of players at a time prodded 
both sides be equal Two four or «ix, as may be agreed upon j lay this game 
but in all large bets the Ia«t number is generallv ndopted. When all is ready 
and the property at stake laid down on the sjiot the p!a> era i lace themselves 
in the following manner the parties kneel down three on one side and three 
on the other face to face and abont 3 feet apart ami in this position they 
remain during the game V piece of wood Is then placed on the ground between 
them this done each player Is furnished with a small dram dick about the 
size of a rale In his right hand, which stick is n ed for beating time on the 
wood, in order to nvet nttenJon on the game. The drumming l* nlwovs neoom 
panled with a song. The placers, one and nil muffle their wrl«t« fists and 
fingers with bits of fnr or trapping in order the better to elude and deceive their 
opp* nent«- Each party then takes one of tl e two small polished bone*, and ten 
of the small sticks the u«o of which will hereafter t>e more fullv explained. In 
nil caves the arms and body are perfectly naked the f ice paintrd the hair 
(tabbed up and the held girt round with a strap t f leather The party Is now 
readr to begin the game all anxious and on the alert three of the player* on 
one side strike up a song to which nil keep chorus an 1 this announces the com 
meneement The moment the singing and drumming l>egln on one side the 
greatevt adept on the other side Instantly takes the little polished bone cou 
cetils It In one of his fl«t* then throws it int > the otl or nn 1 I ack again, an 1 so 
on from one fist to the other nirnblj crossing and recros-slng bis arms and 
every instant changing the position i f h s fist The quickness of the motl ns 
and the muffling if the lists make It almost impossible for his ofponent* to 
guess which ban! bolds the bane and this Is the main point While the player 
Is maneuvering In this manner his tl re«» opp* nents eagerly wnteh his motions 
with an eagles eye to trj and discover the fist that contains tit bone find the 
moment one of them thinks he has discovered where lie l«nc N Ih points to It 
with the quickness of lightning tl e plaver at tl e same time w lib equal m| Id 
Itv exten Is his arm and opens his fist In the | resence of all f it lie empty the 
I layer draws tack hi* arm and continues while tin guesser throws tie j Isyir 
ime of the little stick*, which counts 1 Put If the gue»*or hits npon tlie fist 
that contains tic bone the plaver throws a stick to him an 1 ceases playing Id* 

‘\urllln of tie t nlted *l»te* Fvplorlne Fipedltton. v 4 p. 462 PillsdelpbU. 1M* 

* A<!fentare* of lie First Pettier* on tie Ore*oa or Coiambi* Hirer p. SO* londofl 
1*10 
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opponent now going through the same operation e\ery miss counts a stick on 
either side It Is not the best of three, but three tiroes running all the sticks 
most be on one side to finish the game I hate seen them for tt whole week nt 
one game and then not conclude, and I hate known the game decided in si\ 

It sometimes happens, however, that after some days and nights aie spent in 
the same game, neither partj gulnt^ in that t cu«e the rules of the game provide 
that the number of players be IncnfirseS^Pdhi/rnFJlilA or, if all the players be 
agreed, the game Is relinquished, each party taking up what Is put down but 
so Intent are they on this favorite mode of passing their time, that it seldom 
happens that the} separate before the game Is finished; and while It is in 
progress eier.v other consideration is sacrificed to It - and some there are who 
devote all their time and means solely to gambling, and when nil is lost which 
Is often the case, the loser seldom gives way to grief. 

Penelakut (Lilmalciil). Kupcr island, southeast of Vancouver 
„ island, British Columbia. (Cat no. IV A 2375, Berlin Mu- 
seum fur Volkerhunde.) 

Two bone cylinders, 2§ inches in length, with incised patterns as 
shown in figure 3D1; both wrapped with fine cord about the 
middle. 



Pig 391 Fig 392 Fig 383 


Flo 3J1 Bowes {or hand game, length. Si inches, Penetaknt Indians Knper island, British 
Colombia, cat no IV A 2375, Berlin Museum filr VClkcrknndc. 

Flo 392 Bones for hand game, length, SI inches, Penelakut Indians, Kuper island British 
Colombia, cat. no IV A 2378, Berlin Museum fUr VClkerVunde 
Flo 393 Bones for band game, length, 21 Inches, Penelahut Indiana, Knper Island British 
Columbia, cat no IV A 2377. Berlin Museum fUr VUlkerkundo 

. ICuper island, southeast of Vancouver island, British Colum- 

bia. (Cat. no. IV A 2376, 2377, Berlin Museum fur Volk- 
erkunde.) 

Two sets of bone cylinders: 

Cat. no. 237G. Two cylinders (figure 392), 2^ inches in length, with 
incised rings, central dot at the ends, and one incised line around 
the middle. 

Cat. no. 2377. Two cylinders (figure 393), 2| inches in length, both 
with incised rings with central dot at ends, and one with central 
band of similar rings, with incised lines on both sides. 

All these specimens were collected by Capt. Samuel Jacobsen, who 
gave the anme of the game as slahalL 
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au 1 1 Cedar rner, \\ ashington (Cat no "iS '123.51924 ~>5Wi. 

■»V»T4 I lilt! Colitinlnm Muslim ) 
r Ht« of gambling bones of two i adi (figure 304 a, b, c, d) 2J 
mclics long and an indi in gnate-d diameter, one in each ®et Im 
mg mcisHl lines punted black around the middle, and all 
marked with incised circles, punted red and black Collected 
lij Dr Gtorgt. V Doisei 
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Snrsw u Kamloops British Columbia 

Dr I ran? Boas* sa\>. tl*e\ plaj the well known game of lehal 
Nrsrinr Near \ ictoria, British Columbia 
Commander II C 

I li ne only seen two gan es plaved 1 a tbeui In both < f which the rl Ject was to 
cue^s the si* t where » small counter happened to be In one of these games 
the eiunter wits hell In the timers lands which he kept swinging f icfcwanls 
end forwards Every now an 1 then 1 e would st p and some oi e woul I guevt In 
which linn 1 he held the counter winning of course If he gue-wd right. The 
talm intensity and uj [ irent freed >m from excitement with which they watch 
the i rogress of this game l« jerfect. and vou only know the Intense anrletv thev 
rejlh feel l y watching their faces and the twltchln~ of their limbs. 

The >tlier game consisted t two blankets spread out upon the ground awl 
covered with sawdust about an inch thick In this was flacvd the counter a 
piece of bone ir inn ibont the sire if 1 alf a -cron n u I one of the pinvers 
shuffled It about, the others in turn guessing where It was. These games are 
nsuallv played by ten or twelve men wh » ait In a circle with the property to be 
»>taked if as Is usual it consists of blankets or clothes near them. Chanting Is 
very commonly ket t up during the game probably to nllay the excitement I 
never saw women gamble 
T HOMFsON In-duns British Columbia 
Mr James Teit c says 

Another very common game played j rmcipaUy by men. was the “ guessing 
game (known to tbe whites as lehal ) Many Spences Bridge women used to 
plav it and had n different song f r It from that of the men. Lower Thompson 
• suth report on the Norths C3t Tribes of Canada report of the sixtieth Merlin- of 
the British Association for Ibe Advancement of Science, p Oil London 1SJ1 
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women seldom or never played this game The phiycrs knelt In two row n, 
fai I iip one another. Each hail two short knM I figure 3UT»]. one of which 
hail n sinew thread tied around the middle. The side playing passed these 
lones through their hand*. the opjioslie side haring 
to guess the ham! of the player which held the plain 
hone. The side playing snug n “ lebal " song to the 
accompaniment of dpum*. They generally kept 
time hy lieatlng ntb-h* mi the floor or on a board 
hotnctUncs neither drum* nor sticks were u-*«l, hut 
they simply sang. Many of the player* wort* orer 
tlicir hnarkle* pltse* of wea«cl or other akin, from 
width hung many thin strips of hwkskln \ figure 
j. Some of these skin Corots reached up to the 
wrist, where they were fastened. Other player* used 
string* *ot with fawn's ln*if* around the wrists to 
make n rattling noise. This game I* Mill often played !>y the young men 

A note continues: 

The stake was generally mined at 12 counter*, which were represented h> 
12 stick*. Each |»irty had 0 of these counter* When one parly guessed wrong 
they fiirfelteil n counter, which was thrown orer to tlie party op,«>«lt<r When 
one of the parties gm-*«*l right, the gambling hones were thrown over to them, 
niul It was their turn In sing and to hide 
the l»ue< 1\ lieu one party won nil the 
counter*, the game wn* itl mi end 11 hen 
a large number of gimhters took j» irt In 
tlie game, two pair* of gambling lumps 
were usisk 

Mr Charles IIill-Tout" «.iy*: 
Gambling was al*o n favorite pastime 
here us oNcwhcrc The game known 
ns I'tplij was that commonly practiced 
Much hettlng went on among the player* 
and all ,**ts were made and booked 
Iwforc the game commenced The method 
of " Invoking” wiis primitive The oh- 
Jists Milked were simply tlctl or fastened 
together and *ct on one aide till the game was orer, tlie winner then taking hi* 
own and hi* opponent'* property 

Twanx. M'a-hington. (Cat. no 10748, 10740. Field Columbian 

Muse,.,...) 

Set of two 1 tones (figure 397), 2| inches in length and 1) niches in 
~ fliwnwtec at live »«Wfe. tlw. ewls flat. TVit \wMoy. interior «f 
’ the Wmes is plugged with wood. One has a line of incised dots 
encircling it at each end. and the other (the marked one) similar 
lines of dots at the ends and three lines of dots around tlie mid- 
dle. On one side the head of an ammal is inci«ed on the opposite 
' sides of the line. Collected by Rev. Myron EolL*. 

* Notts oo tbs J» llBkt’pfimiiQ of British Columbia It f port of the Sixty ninth Meeting 
of the British Association for tbe Advancement of Science p 507 London, 1000 
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Mr EolL« it glint* among the Twann jilatetl « itli one or 

tun Hu ill ! tones ns follows 

Tito young men an 1 oldtr toys j lay tills most. Tim I layers sit opposite each 
other about 0 feet apart from one to *lx or m ire on n si 1e each jmrty In front 
of a Ions pc le Then one j»*r«on takes one or 

t «ggg ■ — ^ Inth of the lames In hl« hands ami rapidly 

A 1 « Lances litem from one lnnil to the ot hi r One 
U •* person on tl>e opposite alia guesses In which 

■ — * Inn I one K If only one t« ne Is n«eO. be 

___ guevn-s which ban 1 It Is In and If both are 

ft*" used lie guesses In which hand a certain one Is. 

E« VrVv ** *“* aright, he wins mid pliys next, 

— — ■*' t„,t if iy>t jjo jr^p^ ami the other continues to 

jV .S”? Mo White „th on, I, plums, tin n-! of 

length, SI Inches, Twana JodUna, * , . * . , , , 

Washington cat. no. WiNlirM. W* party heat with a small stick Upon the 

Field Columbian Unseam. I irger one In front of them, and keep up a 

rrgulir singsong noise In regular time ^mall 
sums are generally bet In this game from W nnU to $!.TA Different ones 
play nceonlfnc ns they are more* or levs successful. Sometimes tliey crow so 
export evtn If the cue** Is right. that the one playing can change the bone to the 
other liand w Itbout Its telnc seen 

El-cwhere * Mr Fells «aja 

The tally Is usually kept ty two of the players one for each side with sticks 
S or 10 Inches long sharpened at one end nnd stuck In the ground. Tlicse 
sticks ore moved according to the sneress of either party A modified form of 
this game Is ptayed by using two larger 1 hi tips or pieces of wood. One of tiles'* 
is marked In some wav either with a string lied around the middle of it, a 
caned circle or If It lie of wood the Iiark may Is? removed except In the mid He, 
where a rone Is left When the small bones an u-od. It Is optional whether 
one or two Ik employ ed, l ut when they play with the larger ones It Is neces- 
sary tint both be used for If the player has but one it would plainly be seen 
In which band It was 

8 IIAII APTIAN STOCK 

Xez Peeces Idaho 

It is related bv Lewis and Clark r 

The Indians divided themselves Into two parties and began to rlav the game 
of hiding n bone already described as common to oil the natives of this country 
which tliev continued playing for beads and other ornaments. 

Capt B L. E- Bonneville * gives the following account 

The choral chant. In fact, which had thus acted as a charm, was a bin d of 
accompaniment to the favorite Indian game of “ Hand-” This Is played bv two 
parties drawn out In opposite platoons before a Mazing fire It Is In some 
respects like the old game of passing the ring or the button and detecting the 
hand which holds It. In the present game the object hidden, or the cache as It 

* Bulletin Inited States Geological and Geographical Survey v 3, p. 8S Washington. 
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i« culled by tlx* trnp|K>r< Is a small splint of wood nr oilier diiiilmitne article, 
that may t*o concealed In the closed band This is passed backwards and for 
wards nttumg thepirty “ In hand," while the party “ out of ij infl '' guc«s where it 
Is concealed. To heighten the excitement anil confute the gnes«en, a number of 
dry pole* ace laid, before each platoon, upon which the members of the party “ la 
hand" belt furiously with short states, keeping time to the choral chant already 
mentioned, which waxes fast and furious ns the game proceeds. As large bets 
are staked upon the game, the excitement Is prodigious Each jwittj In turn 
burst out hi full elmrus, beating and yelling and working tbemsehes up Into 
such a heat that the |>erspirntlon rolls down'their naked shoulders, even in the 
cold of a winter night. The liets are doubled and trebled ns the game advances, 
and all the worldly effects of the gamblers are often hazarded upon the position 
of u straw*. 

Xrz Percls Lapvroi reservation, Idaho (Cat. no. GO 147. Field 
Columbian 3(u«cum.) 

Four hones (figure 308), 3 inches in length, highly polished and 
U’llow with ago, two with a leather band cue-half inch wide. 
The bones arc hollow and resemble n shaft of a human femur. 
These were collected by Dr George A. Dorsey, who gives the native 
name as lokhom. 

Southern Alberta. 

Rev. John Maclean" says: 

The Nez Percfs have a game which I have oftentimes seen plajetl among the 
Blackfect, although not In the same fashion, which Is guessing with a small 
piece of wood. Instead of a single pair, as among the 
Blaclsfeet, the Ne* Percfs arrange themselves In two 
parties, sitting opposite to each other, and a small 
piece of wood Is passed from hand to band of the 
other party, the members of which guess, until when 
rightly guessed, they become the possessors of the 
article. While the game Is in motion, the parties and 
those not engaged In the game are betting, nnd some 
of these bets ere quite large. Meanwhile the contest 
ants sing a weird chant, beating on any article with 
short stjekt which will produce a noise; Singing, 
beating time, guessing, rolling and swaying the body. 

In a continual state of excitement, the game proceeds 
until the one party defeats the other members op- 
posed to them. The onlookers, whites and Indians, 

become deeply Interested In the game, and shore In the excitement, watching it 
eagerly, and animated by the furious motions of the parties In the game 

Umatiula. Umatilla reservation, Oregon. (Cat. no. 37536, 37537, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsyl- 
vania.) 

Four bone cylinders (figure 399), three-fourths of an inch in diam- 
eter and 3 inches in length, slightly tapering to ends, two 

* Canadian Savage Folk, p f_*. Toronto, 1S9C 

24 rrn — 05 it 20 



Flo. 388 Bones for hand 
game, length, 3 inches. Nez 
Perc4 Indians, Idaho, cat 
no. 60447, Field Colombian 
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wrippul with *t thong in the middle Twenty willow counting 
sticks (figure 400), pointed it one end, 10 inches in length 
The-c were collected b\ the writer in 1000 

The bones are called tsko-mn the* tnnrkcd one wo Ink i kl and the unmarked 
wn Ink I kus 

Tlie gnno wn*> ob*cn«l l>j the author at the I ourth of Julv camp 
on the Umntilla rcMnition in 1000“ 

In the renter of the open apace* was a largo square pavilion linlll on posts, 
covered with green boughs and sheltered on one «lle from the sun bT young 
evergreen trees stuck In ttiegruunl Then uincnK.it la two rows facing 

tneli other up and down one Hide of the lodge the remaining space being occupied 
I y groups of tnen playing cards and by spectator*. Tlie stakes consisting of 
blankets silk handkerchiefs strings of glass lieads and money In considerable 



Fig «>» 


FlO 3SO Boms [or band game length. 3 Inches. Umatilla Indian*. LmatOla rwervatkm. 

Oregon cat no 3T3G. Free Museumof Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

Flo CO Counting sticks for band game length 10 inches Umatilla Indians Umatilla refer 

ration. Oregon oat no SWT Free lTiwom of Science and Art Cojversftyof Pennsylvania. 

amounts were deposited in n pile lie tween the rows There were 12 women on 
each side 1 our liones. .il-out i Inches I» ng two hit Ing n black band around the 
center and two plain were manipulated hv one of tile yt ungc-t nml most vigor- 
ous of the women who occupied the center on each side The side Itoldlng the 
bones would slug and sway tbelr aru s and hands rhvthmlcnllv in unison The 
two sides Ring different songs and not nlnav* the same one The refmln wis 
very pleasing The object seemed to be to guess which player along the 

line b id the 1 Mines the opposite side leader indicating her choice hv a sudlen 
6ldew«y motion of her hand. The counts were kept with 20 sticks each side 
having 10 which were stuck In the ground In two rows tiefore the principal 
player All the participants bet on the result, and nt the dose of the game one 
or the other Ride having gained the entire 20 sticks the w inner w ould divide the 
winnings according to the Individual bets. The game seemed Interminable first 
one side winning and then the other and throwing over one or more willow 
counting sticks. The men card players used small stick* as count er*. 

• V Summer Trip Among the Western Indians. Bulletin of the Free Museum of Science 
and Art v 3 p 1U0 Philadelphia l*>Ol 
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Yakima. Washington. 

Jack Long informed the writer that the Yakima call the hand 
game paliote, and that the Klikitat use the same name, while the 
Dalles Indians call it pesoguma. The Yakima call the marked bone 
walakaki and the white one plush, while the Klikitat call them 
gouibilu and tgope, respectively. 

Pandosy" gives the following definition: 

To play with the hand, pa-li-o-eba 


S II A STAX STOCK 


Aciiomaux Hat creek, California. (Cat no. j-ffp, American Mil- 
seum of Natural History.) 

Four very small sticks (figure 401) about 1 £ inches in length, one 
plain and the other three marked with very fine lines in the 
middle. 

These were collected in 1903 by Dr Roland B. Dixon, who gives the 
name as yiskukiwa, and says they are used the same ns the bones or 
sticks in the regular grass game. Dr J. W. Hud- 
son gives the name of the hand game played by — — 3 

these Indians as ishkake, and describes the game as * j 

played with one plain bone and three marked bones. * 1 ~ 1 


Fall river, Shasta county, California. 

Dr «T. W. Hudson describes the following game: 

An ovoid stone (Pam, stone). 3 inches long, is hidden In 
the hand behind the back by either of two men. and tbe 
location in one of the four hands Is guessed at by the 
opposing side This stone Is nsed to Joggle In the air. and 
H also considered an nniniet of great power The game Is 
played by men- In every male grave cairn Is found one or 
stones Women are afraid of them. 


Flo <01- Slinks for 
band game, length. 

1 1 inches, Achomawt 
Indians, Hat creek, 
California; cat- no. 
dU- American. Sln- 

more sets of these 


S1IOSHOSEAN STOCK 

Banxock. Rossfork agency, Idaho. 

Mr Thomas Blaine Donaldson in a letter 6 to the writer described 
the Bannock playing the game of hand, as witnessed by bun on 
Thanksgiving Day in 1S90. 

Von may see tbe willow-stick counters and tbe be tares or “ beaters," with 
which they marked time on tbe saplings before them as they chanted a song 
when the time came for the selected Indian to guess the “ right hand ” of his 
opponent- 

Fort Hall reservation, Idaho. (Cat. no. 370C2, Free Museum 

of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

* Grammar and Dictionary of the Yakama Language. New York. 1S62. 

» February 25, 1901 , 
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T our bones (figure 402), 1 inch in diameter and 3 to 3{ inches in 
length, two wrapped with a broad leather band 
Cat no 370G4 Twenti willow 'ticks (figure 403), pointed nt one 
end, 14 inches m length, u«ed as counters 
These were collected bv the writer m 1900 ITie bones arc called 
tipo 



F>g «e 



Fig 103. 


Fin ItL, Bodm lor hand guns length, 3 to 3( inches Bannock Indian.*, Idaho; cat no. 3T>B, Frwi 
Mnscnun of Sclonoa and Art, UnlTeralty of Pennajlvaoi*. 

Pio <03. Counting ntlcks for hand game length 11 inches Bannock Indians Idaho cat Co. TIM 
Free Mnvum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

Bannock. Port Hall reservation, Idaho (Cat no C092G, I leld 
Columbian Museum.) 

Four solid bones, 4J inches in length, beautifully polished from long 
use and yellow with age, two wrapped in the center with ft 
piece of calico, black with dirt, and sewed with black thread All 
the bones, near one end, have a constriction as the re=ult of cxca 
vation when they were fashioned At each end are two mci-cd 
bands, like the cut of a 6harp instrument Accompanied with 
a long buckskin pouch cast, with drawstring and fringe, tin 
drawstring long enough to be fastened m belt. Collected by 
Hr George A Dorsey, who gnes the native name ns niowin. 
Another set in the same collection (cat no G092.5) canwts of 
four leg bones, 2| inches in length and 1 inch in diameter The 
bones are cut off square and tnucb worn and polished Two 
arc wrapped in the middle with a piece of butk'km black from 
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usage. Accompanied by twenty undecorated counting sticks, 
made of cottonwood, thiee-eighths of an inch in diameter and 
13 inches long. 

Bannock and Shoshoni. Fort Hall agency, Idaho (Cat. no. 

222S4, United States National Museum.) 

Set of two bones (figure 404), 2f inches in length, solid and tapering 
at ends, on# mapped with tluead for a length of inches. 
Collected by W. II. Danilson, Indian agent. 


Com incize. Teias. 

Robert S. Neighbors - says: 

Their principal game is the same as all the northern 
hands called “ bullet,*' “ button," etc . which consists 
In changing a bullet rapidly from one band to the 
other, accompanied by n song to which they keep time 
with the motion of their arms, and the opposite party 
guessing which band it is in They sometimes stake 
all they possess chb n single game. 

Col. Richard Irving Dodge® describes a 
game somewhat like hide-tbe-slipper, in which 
an almost unlimited number may take part: 

Two Individuals will choose sides, by alternate selection among those winy 
wish to play, men or women All then sent tbemselres In the parallel lines 
about 8 feet apart, facing each other. The articles wagered are piled between 
the lines All being rendi , the leader of one side rising to his knees holds up 
the gambling bone, so that oil may see It lie then closes it in the two hands, 
manipulating it so desterou*dy that it Is Impossible to see In which hand It id 
After a minute or more of rapid motion lie suddenly thrusts one or generally 
both hands, into the outstretched h mils of the person on the right and left 
This marks the real commencement of the game, no guess of the other watch 
Ing side being permitted until niter this movement lie may pass the bone 
to one or the other, or he may retain It himself In either case, he continues 
his motions ns if lie had received It . passing or pretending to pass it on and on 
to the right and left, until every arm is waving every baud apparently passing 
tile bone and every player In a whirl of evciteuicnt All this w bile ttie other 
line Is watching with craned necks and strained eyes for the slightest bnngle 
In the manipulation, which will Indicate where the Imue la Finally some 
one believes he secs it and suddenly polofs to a hand, which must be instantly 
thrust out and opened palm up. If the bone Is In it the Matching party wins 
one point. If not It loses The other side then takes the bone and goes through 
the same performance. If during the manipulations the bone should he necl 
dentally dropped, the other side takes a point and the lone. The game Is usuallv 
21 points, though the players may determine on anv number 



Fio 40f Bones for hand 
game, length, <J inches, 
BanuoctatidShoshoiu In- 
diana. Fort Hall agency, 
Idaho, rat no 22281, 
United States National 
Museum 


• Schoolcraft's Information respecting the History, Condition, and rrtwpeets of »n* 
Indian Tribes of the United States, pt. 2. p 133. Philadelphia. 1853. 

*Otir Wild Indians, p 329, U art ford. 1S3S. 
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Kawia Indio, Riverside countv, California (Cat no G3o91. 
Field Columbian Museum-) 

Four bones (figure 405), 3 inches m length, caned with incited 
lines, and four pieces of asphaltum of similar size, all having 
thongs of deerskin with a loop, attached at the end 
Collected by Mr S C Simms, who describes them as n-od m the 
game of peon 


Fm 406 Ronen nnd »Uck* for peon Kb win IndiBus, Indio Riverside comity CuUforoia rnt no 
63391 Field Colombian Mnaonm 

Mono Ilooker core, Madera county, California (Cat no 71443, 
71444, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Two sets of four bones each, in one set 3 inches and in the other 3* 
niches long, with two bones in each set plain and two with binds 
of asphaltum 

Collected by Dr ,T W IIud«on, who dc^Hlies them ns im d in the 

grass game, hana 

Big Sandj creek, Fresno countv, California (I leld Colirni 

bian Museum ) 

Cat no 71227 Four willow wood c\linder>« (figure 4fi(i) 2} indies 
in length, two with black cloth strip m middle 



C3 



Fig *f*U Fig W 


FujWB Sticks for h»nd game length 1, inches, Jfnno In Fmmocoaoijr Cali/orni* -^t- 
no 'US Field Columbian Sliweum 

Fill Kf Read* »nd counters f rhanfgain.* SfuD , lo tftnik f rsnm ruunly Oil' fan rt I *** 
711SJ, Field Columbian Mu-worn 

Collected l»j Dr «T W Hudson, who descrilios them as u-ed in tlie 

grass game, and mj*s that thei call the marked bone male controri to 

the usual custom in Cihfonua 
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Cat, no. 71160. Two strings of gla-s beads, one of fi\e beads, four 
white and one blue, and the other of m\ bends, four white and 
two blue, with ten counting sticks (figure 407). 

These sjKvimens were collected by I)r ,T. IV. Hudson, w ho described 
them as u-eil only by women in a game railed naakwibi, the object 
living to gues„ which hand contains the liead-: 

Owe string Is held by each of the two partners. The l>envts ate called o-we'-a, 
literally. " excitement." Originally ilyeil a corns were u'ssL 
I’autk. Pyramid lake, Nevada. (Cat. no. 37154, Free Museum of 
Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Four bones of mountain sheep (figure 408), 3J inches in length and 
threo*fourth a of an inch in diameter: two wound with black 
thread, 

Collected by the writer in 1900. The bones are called quoip, mean- 
ing •* mountain sheep." The game i> called tuipo. 



Ft# V* Pi* 4f» 


Fio «0A Bone* for hand K»m*. li-n«1t>,3f Inches: Psiufe Indian*. Prrmmld lsk». Verada. cat. 

no 37151. Fre* 3Iavnm of Boleneo and Art, CniTrnntr of PemmjlTanL, 

Fio <00 Boo<-4 for hand gimp*, lvnglh. Si Inches Pslnte Indians, southern Utah, cat no 
1OTR5. United States Xatlonal M»uni 

—Pyramid lake, Nevada. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. 01490. Four billets of elk antler. 3} inches in length, pol- 
ished and worn smooth; two bound in the center with a band of 
black leather one-linlf of an inch wide. 

Cat. no. 01504. Four solid bones, 4 inches in length, beautifully pol 
ishetl with use; two bound with a black leather band. 

Cat. no. 01500. Four solid bones, 3J inches in length: similar to 
next preceding. 

Cat. no. 01514. Eight sharpened cottonwood counting sticks, 12 
inches long nnd one-half of an inch in diameter. 

All the above specimens wpre collected in 1900 by Dr George A. 
Dorsey, who ghes the native name of the game as naynkpui and that 
of the counting sticks as scinewawak. The players guess for the 
white hone (sumuyu). 

Southern Utah. (Cat. no. 10930, 10939, 109C2. 10903, 109G8, 

109G9, 10970, 10975, United States National Museum.) 

Sets of bones of two each (figure 409), from 2£ to 4 inches in length, 
the ends sharply pointed; one bone in each set wrapped with 
sinew or buckskin. 

These were collected by Maj. J. ff. Pow'ell. 
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Afr T K llilkr* nlm Mas a number of Major I’owell *> ( Xfmlitjon, 
hr* farm lied tie wnlir the following account of (he panic i>l*ne<l 
with the alwi mentioned hones and counters 

It Is called re nl!g|ttki n rnnlng to kill flc bone (i>u kl means to kill nog 
or otg I<e/i„ Hie ht it inti m inliMr a f«r*on*l / rrfli for i y 1 lie « ho Jr 
name 1x*lt g omlrnlent to “ nir 1m ne t > kill ) Tlie “ I anker " taken two bones, 
one w 1th n strlii" wonn 1 rum 1 tl c middle nnj the otb r j lain nn 1 pints his 
hands iw htn 1 Ids l uk. Ill* til 1 tl in tint In fer it i ilnute or two dnrli wl Ich 



FIG 41 K Fniote Indians playing hand panm southern Ctah from j,hotogr«r h I*r3lr J K- 

time he shifts ihe hones from one bin 1 to the other On “ call h<» brings 
both hand tl tie front Mil crones thorn on hi-, treiat. The mil rs -now 
lie-in their clnut Sudden!) one will extend his arm and point to the hand to 
which he th nks the banker bolds the marked bone at the same tin e blttluc bis 
brei«t with the i ther band If the guess Is correct the guesser takes the bones 
after the rake down and the game continues until one aide or the other has 
all tl e corn ter*. 


• Rfprodnnsl f£- J 1 fnt rrferror* in MaJ. J W lnwetl s Exploratb n of the 

Colorado Rtrer of tlw West Washington J 8 T 0 . 
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Cat. no 3GS72 Sot of twent\ counting "tick*? (figure 413), peeled 
willow twigs, 18J inches in length sharpened to n point, with 
the hark left at the top for a distance of 4 inches. 

All these wore collected in 1000 b\ the writer The name of the 
* game is tm«oh, to pi a j the hand game, mjhwmt, the white hone, 
tonatat the marked l>one, 
tosahit The counting sticks 
art- rrlletl tohne 
Snixsmvsi Idaho 
(irnn\ ille Stuart • give* un 
dtr tin term for gamble or 
gambling,** mn witch 
They luke two j Jeees of l»>ne 
made f r tlie pun^e about 2) 
Inches long ami a fourth of an Inch 
In thickness oue of which Is cm 
ered with acme dark akin, except 
nbont half nil Inch at each end. 
Etch parti then takes a certain 
munl-er of short pieces of willow 
sharj'cned at oue end which they 
stick In the ground and use to count 
tl e game They take the pieces of 
bone one In each hand and shift 
them about nplllv with various 
contortions nrnl tw istlng about ac 
companled with a kind of monoto- 
nous sons w bleb they sing In chorus 
while some of tbeoi generally beat 
time with a *t!ck on a dry pole 
The opposite party (it Is played by any number seated In two rows f icing each 
other) guesses which hand contains the black bone (or the white one ns they 
grec at the commencement of the game) If thev guesr. right tl ev get the 
I wines and wrong they give the other side a stick who keep hiding the bones OH 
It is guessed, when the opposite party takes It and goes through the same proe- 
a»a. n.te& iV. Mat sAvtV* h-'/jh. Vat <{.uur 

Tobikhap (tiABitiEt-ENOs) Lo-> Angeles coimtt C alifomn 

Hugo Ried * sirs 

Few games and of a gambling nature The principal one was called ehnr 
chfirkl (or pefin Spanish) It consists In guessing In which hand a em ill piece 
Of stick was held concealed, by one of the four persons who composed a side who 
sat opposite to each other They had their singers who were paid by the victo- 
rious party at the en 1 of the game Flfteeen pieces of stick were laid on each 
side as counters, and a person named as umpire who besides keeping account, 
settled the del ts and prevented cheat In" an 1 held the stakes Each person 


•Montana as It Is p 1 New Tort 1S6 j 

•Hugo Bled a Account ot the Indians of Los Angeles Co Cal Bulletin of the Essex 
Institute t 17 P IT Salem l89o 



versity of Pennsylvania 
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had two pieces of wood, one Mack and one white. The v hite alone counted, the 
black being to prevent fraud, ns they had to change and show one in each hand. 
The arms were crossed aud the hands hidden In the lap, they kept changing 
the pieces from one hand to the other. Should they fail to guess right, he lost 
his i*dn and counters allotted to tlie others and so on until the corners were 
gone or all the jieAns killed, when the others had a trial They bet almost 
everything they possess. The umpire provided the fine and was paid by the 
night. 

Uixt\ Ute. White Rocks, Utah. (Cat. no. 37113, Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 

Four slender, highly polished bones (figure 414). 3J inches in length. 
Two bound with a strip of leather in the middle. Collected by 
the writer in 1900. 



Fin. 414 Bones tor bsnd game length. 3* Inches- Uinta Ute Indians White Rocks. Utah i cat. 
no 87113. Free Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

Yasipi Ute. Northwest Colorado. 

Mr Edwin A. Barber # «ays: 

A row of players, consisting of five or sis or a dozen men is arranged on either 
side of the tent, facing each other Before each man is pi. teed .1 bundle of 
small twigs or sticks, each 0 to 8 inches in length and pointed at one end 
Every tPte-ft teto couple is provided with two cvlindrical bone dice carefully 
fashioned and highly polished, which measure about '1 Inches in length and half 
an Inch In diameter, one being white and the other black or sometimes orna 
mented with a black band. At the rear end of the apartment opposite the 
4-ntrance, several musicians beat time on rude parchment covered drums The 
whole assembly, sitting “Turk fashion on the ground, then commence opeia 
tions. The pledges are heaped up near the plavers. and each couple soon 
becomes oblivions of all the rest One of the gamblers incloses a die In each 
hand, and. placing one above the other, allows the upper bone to pass into the 
lower hand with the other die This process is revelled again and again, 
while nil the time the hands are shaken np and down in order to mystify the 
partner in the passing of the dice The other man during the nerfoi manee, 
hugs himself tightly by mossing his arms and placing either hand under the 
opposite arm, and. with a dancing motion of the body, swaying to and fro. 
watches the shuffling of the dice with the closest attention When this has gone 
on for n few minutes the latter suddenly points with one arm at the opposite arm 
of bis partner and strikes himself under that arm with the other hand Which- 
ever hand of his rival he chooses Is to lie opened and If the dtee are in It. the 
gnesser tikes them and proceeds in the same manner. If however be ml«ses, 
and the dice are not there, he forfeits one counter, and this Is taken from his 
bundle and stuck into the ground lu front of the other Thus the game con- 
tinues until one or the other has gained every stick, when he is proclaimed the 
winner and carries off the stakes During the entire game the players, as well 
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ns tie musicians keep time to the ccompiBiment in their movements nnd 
ihiit fte wftfe i weird monotonous tune (■*) which run* In this wise 


With/ agitation 

liliii i 

Ah, ah, ah, ah, 


ah. ah, ah. ah, ah, ab. 


All, ab, ab, ah, ah, ab. ah, ab, ah, ah, 


Ah, ah, ab, ah, ab, ah, ah. 

No words ire sung but the syllable nil Is pron uneed m a wl Imng nasaj 
loi e t r every note The entire pirtj kee| excellent t ine mil are always to- 
get) er rising and filling In the scale w Ith wonlerful precis on since the tune 
tself Is so devo d of melody that it Is often d fficolt for n white man to acquire 
it This monotonous chart Is kei t ttp for hours mil even days and the competi 
tors seem 1 ever to grow weary 


VssiMEOiN North Saskatchewan river, near Carlton Saskatchewan. 

Mr Charles A1 ton Alessiter informs me that the Vssinibom and 
Cree Indians of the Saskatchewan river during; his rtsideno. with 
them from 18f2 to 1861 con«tnutl\ placed the game of hand, u mg i 
bit of wood pebble > tlr Jnv small object The man who held the 
pebble sang but not those who played against him Those in the 
audience however sang There was no drumming The score was 
kept bt a row of wooden pegs 2 to 21 inches in length which were stuck 
in tilt ground in front of each plaj er F icli peg represented a -skin. 
He had seen men lo=e hordes wife and children on the game 
- — Fort Lmon Montana 

MrEdwmT Denig 

Ordinary gambling for small articles such as beads, vermilion rings knives 
arrows, kettles, etc: Is carried on by plaj Ing the game of h in I w I ich consists 
In shuffling a pcblle from one hand to the other nnd guessing In which hand 
the pet hie is. They all ait In a rlDg r n the ground each « Ith w ha lever stake 
they cbowe to put up before them. Roth men and women Join In the game 
i nl n s, ng Is kept up all (he time ty the whole with motions of thp bands of 
him who I olds the pebble Wter singing about five tnloutre a guess is made ty 
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<>!H* of tin* jvirtlce at to which hand lln« pebble l-t in, nml Ixttti Innd-* an* njicncd 
If the gttc-s hi< Itccu correct. the one holding the jwbhlc is obliged to juy a ■ I 
tin* n->t nil eijiiirateut to the stake Ix-fori* tliem. I>ut If tin- Lnml not containing 
the pet.Mc l<e plrW upon, nil tin* ring forfeit their stakes to him. Hither onr 
Win can than plnj ttgilnn the w hole. or lie linn It In hi* power to pit- the 
prhhle to the nett, tie l-ottlng like tile other*. Tlih I* a very common pi me. and 
n prat deni of pruj>ertj by It il illy clnnge-t hand* though seldom such larg- 
articles ns gum. horse*. or women 

Matimilian, JVinre of 4Vird,* mij ■ 

Many giinei lire In u<o among llie-e Indians . one nf IIip-jo is n round gime, In 
which one holds hi his hand some small atones, of which the others imt-t pi ess 
the nunilier or |Kiy n forfeit Tin- Rime Is known also to the Itlaikfnot. 

Citmis. Montana. 

Mr Charlie Al-ton M<“- tier * describes their favorite game of hand : 

The jruno consists In holding n shell In one hand, then placing both bands 
under n buffalo- robe, which Is lying In front of nil the players, who kneel In a 
circle. uiotIhs the binds nl*>nt rapidly, chauzlnz the shell from one to the other 
ntnl then Imhllng them both up cloned, jour ndterotry liming to sity In which 
of them the shell Is, losing a peg If be Is wrong A row of pegs stands In 
front of enili nun. who cither takes one from nr glres one to his opjionent 
necordlng to Ids Inm or gain Tliese legs rrpiwnt so much, and eierythlng 
an Indian jo-wesson Is valued at so many pegs — a wife so many, a horse so many, 
and so on 

D.\kot\ (Yankton). Tort Peck, Montana. (Cat. no 37W». Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 
Implements for hiding game. Two sticks, cut square, 1} inches in 
length, one painted red, with two notches, the other black, with 
four notches (figure 115) ; accompanied by eight counting sticks 
(figure 410), peeled twigs 5$ inches in length, painted black, 
one with two and one with four notches, the others plain. 

Thes» were collected by the writer in 1000. 



Fig US Fte 418 

Flo 41V Slicks for bund gams; length. II Inches Yankton Dakota Indiana, Fort Peck, Montana; 

cat. no 37010. Free Mnaenm of Selene* and Art. University of Pennsylvania 
Pit). 416. Cnnntlngstleks for band game; longth.61 Inchee, Yankton Dstota Indians, Fort Pock, 
Montana, cat. no. 3796, Free Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 


The game Is called ban' pa-a-pe-e-con pc, that la. “moccasin game;” The 
stick with two notches Is called non-papa, and tbe one with four notches, 
to-pa-pi; the conn ting sticks, can I ya*-wa Tbe sticks are concealed In the 


•Travels In 

London. 1R13 

* Sport and j 


interior of North America, translated by FT Evans Lloyd, p 196, 
mtorea among the North American Indians, p 316 
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ban 1* and the flayers hot on tin' ml stick with two notches. The frame U alw> 
I laved ty concealing tlie stlcVft under nd*TO*im. 

The following particular- alxnit this pimp were fumi-he<l bv I>r 
George \ Por*y 

Name of in me hnnijriimrhii I »t! A with two notches. ntjpnbopl stick with 
four note ben. topapabnpl general name for both a* a set. bakenucbkdraL 
Hiovrst Fort Vtkin-on, ^ortli Dakota 
Henr\ \ Boiler* says 

< Vnnetlinc*< they rambled, playing their favorite game of Hand in which they 
would get to excited that time jmssed unhealed. 

SKITTVrmN 8TOCK 

Baida Britl-h Columbia (Cut no *>Wi, Field Columbian 
Museum ) 

S?l of two Lone- (figure 417), 2J incho m length, oval m section 
(five-sixteenths by nine sixteenths of on inch), one with a deep, 
incited cut in the middle wrapped with dark-colored thread, and 
the other plain 

These were collected by Dr George V Dorset from a IIaida Indian 
at Riacr. inlet. Briti h Columbia Doctor Dor 
«ey writes 

This Is the set of which I have already spoken to yoa 
a* being of the greatest Interest. Irwsmncb as one of the 
! ■ones I« so constructed that It can l* made to show op 
either white or black. I saw the IIaida playing this 
game at Rivers Inlet but I did not see this set In n«e 
The false bone Is made In two pieces, one of which 
slide* on a shoulder over the other TVben they are 
partly slipped apart, this shoulder wrapped with dark 
thread Is revealed, giving the appearance of the marked 
bone 

Queen Charlotte island-, British Colum 

bia 

DrJ R. Swanton ‘ describes u doing secretly inside of blankets 
K ltga siJgAu — The players formed two sides, stationed some distance 
opart and the cat tain of one party wearing a blanket over bis shoulders so as 
to conceal tils movements, passed down "his "fine of pincers and dropped a wooden 
or stone l all Inside of the blanket of one of them. lie did this In sneh a way as 
not to excite the suspicions of his opponents. After that be went away to some 
d stance and lay don n so as not to ca«t «u i icioos glances at the one who had 
the balL Then one of the opposite party who was good at reading character 
tried to discover from the players faces who bad it When be had chosen one be 
sa d, ** Ton throw that out ” and If he guessed correctly his side got It and all 
of them cried -A' ga a fa'" If he ml«sed the same thing was done over again. 

* Among the Indian* Eight Tears In the Par West p. 190. Philadelphia. 

IMS. 

iContrihotlons to the ElhnoTogy °f the Raids Memoirs of the American Mneetrm of 
■Natural History whole series, t S, p. 60 New York. 190 j. 
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Fio 41 Bones (one 
false lor hand game" 
length.*! inches; Hal da 
Indians, British COlnm 
Isa. cat no 53rr Field 
Columbian Museum. 
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WAKASHAN STOCE. 

Clatoqcot. Vancouver island, British Columbia. (Berlin Museum 
fur Volkerkunde.) 

Cat. no. IV A 148fi. Two bones (figure 418), 3 inches in length, one 
wrapped witli thong. 

Cat. no. IV A 1492. Two similar bones (figure 419), 3{ inches in 
length. 




Fig 418. 


Tig 419 



Fig 43) 


Fia 418 BOOM for hand game; length, 3 inches, Ctayoqnot Indians, Vancouver inland, British 
Columbia; cat. no IV A 1480, Berlin Unseam fQr VCIkerkunde 
Flo 419 Bones for hand game; length. 3( inches, Clayoqnot Indians, Vaucoaver islnad, British 
Colombia; cat. no. IV A 143?, Berlin Masenm for Volherlcundo 
Fid 42a Bnnes for hand game, length, 3 and 31 inches, Clayoqnot Indians, Vancouver island, 
British Colombia; cat. no IV A HIM, Berlin Masenm fllr VClkerknnde 


Cat. no. IV A 1493. Two bones (figure 420), one flat at ends and the 
other with rounded ends marked with dice eyes, both unwrapped ; 
length, 3 and 31 inches. Collected by Capt. Samuel Jacobson, 
who gives the name as zoetjeh. 

Kwakiutl. Fort Rupert, Vancouver island, British Columbia. 

(Cat. no. 21403, 21404, Free Museum of Science and Art, 
University of Pennsylvania.) 



Fig 421 Fig 422 


Flo 421 Bones for band game, length, 2) inches Kn-afclntl Indians. Fort Rnpert. Vancouver 
island, BnH«h Columbia, cat no 21403, Free Museum of Science and Art. Cmver«ity of 

Fio.422 Bones for hand game, length, 2J inches KwafautI Indians, Fort Rupert, Vancouver 
island, British Columbia, cat no 21404, Free Masenm of Science and Art. University of 


Two sets of bone cylinders, composed of two each, one (21403) 2f 
inches long and If indies in diameter in the middle, rounded 
toward the ends. The orifices of the bone are plugged with wood. 
One is marked with three encircling lines in the middle and the 
other is plain (figure 421). The other set (figure 422, cat. no. 
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21401) ii of tlm Minr length 1 uuh in cliaimCi.r nt the mnldk, 
and about t! c same it the en«K and somewhat flit on four udo 
One Ixine is wrapped witk tlirvul at the middle where an in 
cision is prouded to mine it and his Hurts too large tniix-d 
rings imugul ill j urs on opjio ite sides of tin InmK at equal 
di t«n<s*' an mid tin. Iiom The otlur bone Ins no euitrrl band 
and eorre-pnndmg pjir- of incited rmgi art an ingul around it 
near the end 

The-< specimens wen collected h\ Mrllarlml Smith nliogne^ 
lh« following account of tin g\nu 
Tiro roira of pJijer* wit filing rich oiler {fl-ure 4 ry 7] y ich rl )<• ha* * 
drum and nil sing to which trnny Lm|> lime Ijr rounding a lurnnl with si k*. 



The latter Is done by the row that bides the bones, while the others re«t and 
watch- One m n shuffles the bones and at last one of the other si le gpesses In 
which bant be bolds the marked bone 4 correct guess Is counted with a 
sharp stick and tbe other side takes the bones When the guessers fail to 
guess correctly I bel eTe tliej go on without a change They bet on the game 
a pile ot clothe 0 placed in the center 
Dr Franz Boas ■ gives the following 

A laqon the well known game of lebll or biding a bone plnjed with twenty 
counters. 

• Sixth Report on the Indian* of Brltlib Colombia Report of the Sixty-* litb Meeting 
of the British Association for the Adrancemeot of Scleoce p. S S London 1S9B. 
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Kwakh’tl. ttritish Columbia. 

I)r C. I'. Ncwcomlx? give** the name of the hand game ns alnxwn," 
of the 1 tones ns alawvaxiii. and of the counters as kwaxklant. The 
m.irkt-d bone is rallftl kilgitiinln and the unmarked or winning hone, 
kegin. 

There are two side*. generally n trllml or family divhbm Those not manip- 
ulating the tunes, Iiut U"bmglng to the side which I", sing and drum. The 
guessing aide I* quiet until they win oil the tunes r.n<-h aide chooses n man to 
KU‘~« , ». and he watches the two opiunents and endeavors to notify where the two 
|ditn lunes are «un«“ihsl The following gestures are nnplojed in guessing" 

Two arms rapidly ae|«rnt«1 means that the plnln bones are held In the outer 
hands of the pair working them 

The right hand with the forefinger extended waved to right, means that the 
plain tunes nre held In binds toward right of gucsxer's person, thus — 

□ 

B 

□ 

B 

The right hand with forefinger extended wnrnl to left means tint the plain 
Jones are held In hjnds toward left of guesser’s |ierson. thus— 

B 

□ 

B 

□ 

The right hand with forefinger extended, carried with n downward sweep 
liet ween Hie two plajers. means th it I In* plain hone* are held In the Inner 
hinds, one In the right, and tin* other In the left hind of the ptijen* working 
them. 

Scion or ten wmntors nre used If the guessrr Indicates correctly both 
plain lion Os, both nre thrown to his side, luit no m irkers. and the opjuslte aide 
now does tlie guessing If he guesses one l«me iurroctly It Is thrown to him by 
Its plijer, but the guessir 1ns to pn\ t mirker for ever} guess. If be iudl 
rites wrongly both tunes, the gui*s*-er pa>s the 2 sticks The game goes on uutil 
all the sticks an* won by either one side or the other 

The follow in" note on the Kwahiutl bones was made by Doctor 
Ncwcoml** nt Alert hay: 

There In no Idea of sex In regard to these I nines, Thit marked with a central 
zone Is culled ketiolaule. The plainer one Is called Jutzulaule 
Makaii. Xeali bay. Washington. (Cat. no. 37379. Free Museum of 
Science nn<l Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Two hollow bones (figure 424), 3 inches in length and 1) inches in 
diameter, with decoration consisting of incited rings with cen- 
tral dot painted red, in two low's of 14 each ut both ends. One 

*AI«"*t,e1i , ina — EfloWe (wUb bone): xak —= bone 

21 fern— O'; s« 21 
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bone is tvripped with a broid band of black leather Collected 
bj the writer in 1900 

Dr George A Dorset • describes the game as follows 

SoVtla. — This Is the well known bnntl or grass game 
< f which two M?ts were collected. One net consists of 
four lione cylinders 2} Inches lone and three-quarters of 
an Inch In din meter Two of them hue a groove nhout 
the center oiie-lntf Inch In width which his I fs n tllksl 
with mu y wr-ii pings of bliek threid. The other set con 
afsU it two bones the emie length ns those In the pre- 
ceding h t tut with » dlimetir not quite ns grest lloth 
ot the bones of this set nro plugged nt the en I with n 
jlece it woed while Into the other n rlllo cartridge Ins 
I cell thrust One of the tiones hus two groin es nne- 
*|u trier of no Inch In n Idth an 1 stunted from c id* < ther 
about three-eighths of an Inch The center of the bone 
Ijltig between tbesi grooves Is occupied by a I ant of 
nine circles each one haring a bole In the center This 
set Is beautifully polished from long handling an 1 Is 
yellow with age. The marked pieces In the Mnknb g line 
arc known ns chokope or men the unmarked beln- Imvop 
or fennh In playing they alwars guess for the female The count Is I ept 
with twenty sticks (katsak) 

jSootka British Columbia 

Dr Franz Boas 6 *iijs 

A guessing game Is frequently played between two parties who sit In two rows 
(i|l»ste v l\ ther Owe inrty l Wes » M we the « en \ taking It fr rat h\nl to 
hand The other party has to guess where it is (t ft ft Eh tils) The following 
song Itl oiii,l lei n„ i rgli lit to f i|ie I Islten Is used all along the west 
const of Aancouver isinni In playing the game lei at 
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Wasiio Carson vnllev and Lake Tahoe, "Nevada 



Dr J \V Ilud-on sm\s 





The hand game hi nal ylu kla Is played by any number generally ebc to a 
side The plain bone Is called tfkje-e mi aDd the bound hone tn tai ill 


Carnes of tbe Mftkah Indians 

of Neab Bay 

The American Antiquarian 

T "3 p 71 


* ScTOBtl General Report on the Indian* ot British Columbia. Report ot tbe Slitleth 
Meeting of tbe British Association to- the Advancement of Science p 590 London 1691 



Fid CM Bonesforhnml 
game length 3 Inches 
Itnkoh Indians Neah 
bay Washington rat 
no 3*3*9 Ereu Muaeam 
of Bclenoe and Art 
University of Fonnsyl 
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Each side has five counters, mS'-tem. The only signal is ha ! and is directed to 
the opponent’s hand, which is supposed to hold the teK-ye'-e’-mi, or plain bone. 
Ta tai’-i-t.l. the male bone, is merely negative, being fumbled with the plain bone 
only to confute the gnesser. At the beginning both pairs of bones are held on 
one side, who begin to sing and slap sticks 
(their assistants and partners do the latter) 
on a board before them. Two only of the 
group manipulate the bones The guessing 
opponents are silent, intently regarding the 
singers. At last one of the opponents 
stretches forth an arm and often with sev 
IrmM M. „t 

tune waving his band to indicate the location California, cat no SI £H. United States 

of the plain bone. If successful, he takes the National Mnsenm 

bones and if be guesses both opponents’ 

bands correctly, not only the pair of bones are given him, bat counters also. If 
a guesscr happens to gness both plain bones, be receives two counters, and If he 
guesses right on one only, tbe one be waves his hand at. he gets but one counter. 
If he misses both, he and bis partner fotfeit two counters 


VX’KIVN STOCK 

Hcctinom. South fork of Eel river, California. (Cat. no. 21304, 
United States National Museum.) 

Four Iwnes (figure 425), 3J inches in length, highly polished with 
use, two wrapped with cord about the middle and two plain. 

These were collected by Mr Stephen Powers, who describes them as 
tep and we; tep, marked ones; we, plain ones. 

The«e are rolled tip in pellets of dry grass, and the adversary guesses In 
which hand Is the marked one They squat on opposite sides of a fire, and 
keep up a continual chanting, with strange hissing sounds, which confuse the 
beholder Ail the spectators bet oil tbe game if they wish , when one bets he 
lays down the article, and the one who accepts his bet covers it with articles of 
equal value, so when the game i*- done everyone in the victorious party has 
twice as much as he had at the beginning The same names exist for these 
pieces in many tribes [see page 2S9J 

\ 1731 AN STOCK 

Diegueno- San Diego. California. (Cat. no. 19757, United States 
National Museum.) 

Four hollow bones. 2| inches long, to which are attached a thick 
cord about 13 inches in length, terminating in a slip noose, and 
four wooden twigs, 2$ inches in length, to which is tied a simi- 
lar noosed cord (figure 42G). In the case of the bones the cord 
passes through a hole in one side and is secured with a knot. 
Also, fourteen counting sticks (figure 427) of grease wood, 
about 18 indies in length. 
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These objects were collected bj Dr Edward Palmer, who de*>ciibr* 
them as u c cd in the game of peon 
The following account of this game, as played br tlu Lm_ i iio 
Indians at Agua Caliente, from the Escondito Times, September 20, 
1888, was kindly furnished me by Doctor Palmer 0 

In the evening we again visited the camp The cooking eating and games 
were io full swing Candles were lit and stuck nn und in the rat *t available 
places. Nearly nil the white folks who were tenting or Hung at the springs 
were there to see tbe games and especially the great game of I cone wbich we 
were told would be jilajed that oven In" This pane is intensely Interesting 
and a great favorite with this tribe Each keeper of the game Is elected by the 
tribe, the same as we would a Justice of the in-are When a game Is to lie 
made op he announces it In a loud voice It t»kes eight players four on a «ide 
and as 8 ion as the bets are made tbe keeper sits down In front of a small 
brash Are takes the n oney from each sldt < trefulh «■* untins it over Thev 



rg 4T 


Fio *20. Sticks and bones for peon length of t-tRka, »| Inches, or bourn, “t in hoc Diegueno 
Indians, Son I) ego California cat no. 101 l nlted States National Ilownm 
Fig 427 Counting sticks for peon length 1* lochn D egneBo Indiana. Pan Diego. California 
cat no 19"57 United States National Museum 

usually bet from two to three dollars each making the full amount from 
twenty to thirty dollars. When the keeper Is satisfied that each s de has i ut 
in an equal amount he goes over it corefuilv bo! 1* it ui «o nil are satisfied, 
ties It up In a handkerchief and puts It In Id - * of his «hlrt- Then he takes 
up twenty I amboo sticks a foot long counts them over csrefnlly then takes 
eight pieces of bone about an Inch long four white and four black to each 
is attached a leather thong w Ith a slip noose at the other end large enough 


•Doctor rainier writes (In » personal letter Jone ” 18001 The chnrch fathers In 
forming the mission of Fan Luis Key gathered the Indians from various tribes In time 
they became known as the flan LutsIBo Indian*. Afterward In establishing the mission at 
Agua Caliente In southern California, the fathers took the Indiana from (be mission of 
San Lula Jtey (the Lulsloosl who with tbe D egoeilo Indians, living near were formed Into 
a new mission As th* former predominated their name vr*s retained This accounts for 
both ptayln? the same game Doctor Palmer continues A* members of all the tribes 
of southern California were mixed In forming tbe mission settlement*, tbelr respective 

game* became common to n greater or lea* extent among them aU The fathers keit 

them aa far as possible at work and some curtailed or entirely prohibited the nee of 

their native games as they were considered as part of their heathen worship whl h 
could not be tolerated. They were thus compelled to discard their tribal games whl h 
ate now seldom played.” 
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Cl Lit] 

to go over the wrist. The point in the game is for one side to guess in 
which band of each player of the other side the white bone is. The sides 
arrange themselves opposite each other. They toss to see which has the 
innings The umpire gives the bones to the successful side and commences to 
sing The squaws of each side arrange themselves behind the players , all are 
kneeling or sitting on their feet Each side has a blanket stretched in front of 
their knees. The side having the bones grasp the side of the blanket In their 
teeth; It thus forms a curtain, and behind it they slip the leathers over their 
wrists, without the opposite side seeing which hand the white bone is In. As 
they take the blanket In their teeth they join In the song with the umpire, 
6waying their bodies and making all sorts of grimaces with their faces. The 
squaws sing and keep time with them. The opposite side watches every motion, 
chatter and talk to each other, and the game becomes exciting as the four drop 
the blanket from their months and join in the song, in a louder key, with the 
squaws. They have their arms crossed, with their bands under their armpits. 
The other side at once commences making uil sorts of motions at them, pointing 
to each one, sometimes with one finger, then two, when finally one of them 
announces which hand the white bone Is in of each of the four. If they guess 
them all, the umpire gives them four of the bamboo sticks as counters ; and if 
they only guess one or two, then the ones they have not guessed go through the 
same motions until ail are caught, when the other Bide takes the bones, and the 
performance goes on until one side gets all the counters, and the game Is ended 
with a regular jubilee of the squaws and bucks of the winning side The 
umpire, who has watched the game all through and whose decision on any dis- 
puted point is law, hands over the money to the winners, who are nearly 
exhausted, for It takes from three to five hours to play the game. During nil 
that time they are singing and in motion alternately. They divide the money 
amongst themselves and the squaws of their side. The umpire decides at the- 
top of his not feeble voice that he Is ready to start another game. 

We should like to be able to piitnre the Intense interest the visitors took in 
the game, the wild antics of the players, the umpire stolid and watching every 
motion, the fire burning between the players, lighting up their faces and bring 
ing out in bold relief every expression of disgust or pleasure, makfng up a 
picture long to be remembered To anyone wishing to break himself of the- 
fascinating game of poker, we should recommend Peone. 

The game of Peone, described last week, was kept up until about 2 o’clock 
Sunday morning. 

Mission. Mesa Grande, California. (Cat. no. G2538, Field Colum- 
bian Museum.) 



FlO 428 Bones for peon: length, 2) inches Mission Indians, Mesa Grande. California; eat. no. 
0538. Field Colombian Museum 

Four pieces of bone (figure 428), 2£ inches in length, two tied with 
cords and two without cords; one perforated and the others 
notched. 
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Collected by Marj C B Watkins, who describes them as used in 
the peon game. 

Mohave Colorado riser, Arizona (Cat no 10333, United States 
National Mu-eum ) 

Tire hollow worked bones, 2f inches in length and one fourth of an 
inch in diameter (figure 429) The catalogue calls for <iv «peci 
mens 

These specimens were collected by Dr Edward Palmer, who fur 
nished the writer the following account 
These bones are made of tbe leg bancs of 
the white crane Six pieces constitute the set. 
Fra 423 Bono for hand game length, tbe re being two sides with three pieces on a 
tj Inches, Slohsvo Indians, Arizona side, of different lengths Tbe game Is to guess 
rat no urns. United State* h »Honal (J, 6 length of the pieces held In the binds Of 
the plijers A eery small end protruded 
through the fingers. As the opposite sides guess It Is an animated gime_ 
Doctor Palmer adds 

These bones are also used by the Yuma (Arizona) and the Cocopa (Sonora 
Mexico) and the game Is played by them also the same as by the Mohave. One 
side takes eighteen or twenty sticks os counters. One 8lde has white and the 
other black bones. The game Is to guess In which hand tbe bones are held. 

Colorado river, Arizona (Cat no 24170, United States Na 

tional Museum ) 


( 

Fio MX Stick* for peon length 3j In ch* *, Moh»c* Indians. Arizona c»« no *41'9 United 
States National Moseam 

Fiq 43L Cloth«orered sticks for bend g»me length, 3J inchee, Sloh»re Indians, Anzon* cot. 
no 633JT Field Coltunbi»n Jlnsetun. 

Two worked twigs (figure 430) 3) inches in length and mne-«ix 
teentbs of an inch in diameter, one painted black and the other 
unpainted, each having a cord attached, ending in a slip noose 
This cord passes into a hole in the middle of each stick. A hole 
runs longitudinally also through the stick 
Collected by Dr Edward Palmer A similar pair of sticks also 

collected by him, is in the Peabodj Museum (cat no 10093) 





cdlin] FOUB-STICK QUIE 327 

Mohave. Parker, Yuma county, Arizona. (Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

Cat. no. G333S. Four bone cylinders, 2J inches in length, and four 
black wooden cylindrical sticks, all with strings with loop at end, 
attached. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who describes them as used in the 
game of peon. 

Cat. no. 63337. Two cylindrical sticks (figure 431), 34 inches in 
length, covered with cotton cloth, one red with black ends, and the 
other black with red ends. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who gives the name as toothula. 
Yuma. Colorado river, California. 

Maj. S. P. Heintzelman, U. S- Army, ° said in 1853 : 

Another game Is with short sticks or pebbles, which one hides m his bands, 
and another guesses 

Fort Yuma, San Diego county, California. (Cat. no. 63331, 

Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four small cylinders (figure 432) made of twigs, 2J to 2$ inches in 
length, uncolored and with ends hollowed out, and four similar 
cylinders, burned black, with flat ends, all with cords having 
loop at end, attached. 

These were collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who describes them as 
used in the game of peon, or hohquito. 



FlO. Cli. Sticks for peon; length, 21 to 21 Inches; Tama Indians, California, cat no. 6X01, Field 
Columbian Museum. 

Four-stick Game 

Unlike almost all of the other Indian games, the four-stick game 
is confined to a very limited number of tribes: The Klamath and 
Modoc (Lutuamian), the Achomawi (Shastan), the Paiute (Sho- 
shonean), the TFosho (Wasboan), and possibly the Chinook. The 
Klamath and Paiute play in mudi the same way. As in the hand 
game, the count is kept with pointed sticks, which are stuck into the 
ground. Doctor Hudson records the sticks as being regarded as 
divinities. 

•House of Represents) Ires, Executlre Document 70. Thirty fourth Congress, third ses- 
sion, p 40. Washington. 1857. 
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The four -ticks um In n ferred (u the Mar Clods am! their bow* 
The implements for a prelu-lnric game from a cliff dwellin'; in the 
Cinvon tie CWI>, \mcnn which nm ha\e l«wn plaxed hkt the 
» _ four -tick gum are npri-ented m hgure 

C L , ] 41H Thr-oobjetlsronsi t nfeh n n uo<xIen 

ki ~ ' — 1 V; — \ billet-*, T inch*-' m length rounded at 

. T&A s J tlic end-* and i*oli hed 1>\ u-t Tho\ are 
pamteil to corre-jxind with the -tick dice 
. ^ i an 1 the tidies for the guo—itig game 


Cmckajia Mouth of tin U illaim ttc* 
n\er Oregon 

Paul I\ane* d-tril*.- th following 


1 _" rr ~ r ' 1 ~ Two were ecoteil together on utln*. nnl Im 

” ;,7) tn/sllatrly opposite t ► tl cm n.u two oilier* wr 
~~ T^*‘ “ ‘ *' *_ orfll trinket* »n«l omum-nt* l>elr s |!itrc«I he- 

C*-.- -*~*~7 ,, % ■~*?~) tween them f r whleb they | laycL Tie pa toe 

, — n n«l*t* In « e of tl»n laving bU Inunl* cuv 

Cas- t v. v | ^ ^") ensl wltb a *uiall nund mat rc-tlnc • u tie 
i jm unit He baa four small alicka In hi* band*. 

Q-*v wbleb be <H*j«*es under Hie mat In txrtaln 

Tro kb. V««v l**" 1 *"- rmotrln* tlx on-Ite party to ru«« 

- Inch**; ctll*!** me C*bj *> h* w 1 A •*»' I lv«l them. If be jrne*<e« rlsbt 
dsCfcMty An*- n» c*t.t>a ia*a tite nmt I« hauled rmiul to the next and n stick 
Brrwklrn InAtiKit. llo-son j, stack up as a counter In hi* favor If *n z 
a stick I* stuck Ilf on tlic oi pirtlle el le aa a mark as3iln«t blrn. Tl ]*, like almost 
all the In llan pi rues was nccompunltsl with *lt gin- l>nt In tl I* en*e Hie sing 
Idr was particularly sweet nn 1 wll t possessing o barm* ny I never beard bef re 
or sIdcc amongst In liana. 


Kramstii Upper Klamath like Oregon (Cat no GI537 Field 
Columbian Mu-eum ) 

Tour hardwood -tirks (plate tl), 12 inches in length Two of the 
stick- -kuta li ore less than one half inch in diameter and are 
clo-ely covered with wrappings exttnding from end to end of n 
buck kin thong winch has l wen j Ainted l lack the other two 
sAwLs, ota w«va wc *wv wm V.O.C twit w. AVtt t.’. Ata 
ends and an inch at the center uid the extremities Into been 
blackened 1»\ being charm! witli a hot iron Toward the center 
of the-e sticks art. two band 2 inches apart which hare been 
burnt in Connecting the two bands are four pirallel spirals 
al-o made hi burning There are al~o six -mail sticks S inches 
in length -harjieiied it one end and painted red, the~o are 
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counters', k-he-li. which, at the beginning of the game, are in 
po^seifion of one or the other Mile and he flat on the ground. 
As points are won by one or the other side, the\ are taken up 
and thrii-t into the ground in front of the winner, according to 
the number of points gained. 

TliC'e specimens were collected by Dr George A. Dorsey.* who 
deserilws the game under tlie names of shuhheshla. spelshna, or 
shnkla: 

In playing this rune the four long '•tick', are arranged In one of a number of 
possible ounMimilons, the players bMing them umler .1 blanket or large bi«ket 
trap. 

A taking the counter** on bln aide makes the first guess, II manipulating the 
sticks umler a blanket or m it. Should A guess correctly the position of the 
sticks, he wins and thrusts In the ground one or two counters. according to 
the mine of his guess, and B ag'iln arranges the sticks under the blanket 
Should A guess wrongly he forfeits one counter and guesses again, but In this 
case B conceals only two of the sticks, that U. one large and one small 
wrapped one 


1 2 3 4 5 6 

Fia. «4 Piwible combinsUoiu of taryw set loull (ticks In the fonr-ttick punc; Kl&mAth 
Indiana, Oregon. from Dr Oeorgo A Dorsey 

If A wins, or gues-^s correctly, the sticks are passed to him, when be manipu- 
lates them umler the blanket and B gucs.es. But If A loses, he forfeits a 
counter and B again manipulates the single pair of sticks In guessing when 
they wish to designate the small wrapped sticks, the index and middle finger 
are p*ed: tor the thick sticks, the Index finger nlone. In expressing the guess 
at position^ numbered 1 (figure -111] and 2 (rulshl. they move the hand side- 
wise one way or another ns they desire to Indicate the positions os expressed In 
numbers 1 or 2. To miss the gue-s when " vulsh Is laid," neither side loses nor 
wins nor is there anj changing to the other opponent of the sticks but when 
the position 3 or 4 Is Hid. with A guessing and winning, the sticks mnst be 
passed to him for manipulating and he wins no counters When the sticks are 
laid In positions 5 or fi and A gue'ses. nslng two bugers, he obviously loses 
doubly, and two counters are passed to B 

Another set (cat. no. 61724) is exactly similar to tlie preceding:, 
except that the buckskin-wrapped sticks are not painted black, 
while the two large sticks are not painted alike, one having two 
burnt bands about the center 2 inches apart, from each side of 
which a row of zigzag lines extends entirely around the stick 
On both of the large sticks of this «et there are four parallel 
bands, equidistant from the burnt ends of the' stick, the pairs 
being connected by parallel spirals. 

A third set {cat. no. 61723) has two small sticks wrapped with raw- 
hide which has been painted red; the large sticks are charred at 

« Certain Cambllog Gaines of tbe Klamath Indians American Anthropologist, n T. 
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each end to the extent of about an inch, while in the center 
ore two parallel black InwK The intervenin': portions of thc«f* 
two •'ticks ore painted red Tins «et is 11} inches long and is 
accompanied with «ix {tainted sharpened counting sticks. 
Klamath Upper Klamath lake, Oregon (Cit no 1749a, Tree 
Mnsuini of Scitnct and Art, Univcisitj of Pennsylvania ) 
Four sticl s (figure 43 r i), two of heavy wood tapering from tnidrtl* 
to ends and ornamented with burnt designs, 12} inches in length, 



Flo 135. Fonr-sl ck Rime lengths of sticks. lij and Ui inch,*, Klamath Indian*, Oregon, tit 
DO STlSi, Fm Jloaeam of Fcienoe and Art Cnlriraity of PraiuylTmala. 

and two smaller sticks, 11} inches in length, wound with buck 
«km Collected In Dr George A- Dorsej in 1900 

Klamath agenej, Oregon (Cot no 24132, United States 

tional Museum ) 

Two wooden rods (figure 430), 12 inches in length and seven-eighths 
of an inch in diameter at the middle tapering to the ends, and 



Fig <37 


Flo <36 Fonr-stick game lengths of stacks, li »nd 111 inches. Klamath In duns, Klamath 
agency Oregon cat on £4132, United States National hi nsenm 
FIG 43" Counting stacks for fonr-etiek game lengths, 6} 11J and 131 Inches: Klamath Indians, 
Klamath agency Oregon cat.no £4132, United states 'National hlnseam. 

marked with burnt designs, as shown in figure 430. The«e are 
designated as solchise. Two an slier rod 11} inches in length and 
five sixteenths of an inch m diameter, wrapped with a strip of 
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rawhide three-sixteenths of an inch in width except at the ex- 
treme ends. These are called skotus. In addition there are six 
counting sticks, one a forked twig, 19} inches in length, marked 
with burnt spots (as shown in figure 437) called teowtis; a 
pointed stick, 11} inches in length, also marked with burnt lines, 
called watch; and four pegs or pins, kice, G} inches in length, 
accompanied by a flat basket (cat. no. 24113, figure 43S), 18 
inches in diameter, with ornamental patterns in brown and with 
a bunch of deer thongs tied in the middle on the convex outer 
side. Collected by I* S. Dyar, Indian agent. 

The following description is given by the collector : 

Gambling outfit, luck ut«e, thirteen piece*. This game is played h> two per 
sons, who sit upon the ground facing each other. The round mat. pnh-lab. is 
used ns n cover to hide the four rods, two each of sol-cblse aud «ko tus. The 
person performing n Ith 



small sharp sticks, kice, are u«ed for the same purpose as points or buttons In 
billiards, and tbe other two sticks, te-ow-tis. are stuck In the ground and used 
to indicate the progress of the game. The package of youeks, medicine, is used 
as a charm and was formerly considered of much vaine 

Commenting on the above description. Doctor Gatschet writes 
The game to which the four sticks belong is the sbu'lshesb game, and the two 
thicker sticks are also called shn'Ishesh. while the two slender ones are eko'tas, 
sku’tnsh, wrapped up (In buckskin) A blanket is nKo called skn'tash, sko'- 
tasb, because it wraps np a jierscn. The small kice sticks wAe called when 
1 inquired for their name, kshesb, counting sticks, to count gains and losses, or 
thteks ww Ted Mid Itovs dirts, used tn card games. 'Kstet fe 

waT^ash, a bone awl , wa'tcb would be a boose. Te-ow tis is a word t ne\er 
heard, but it must be te'-ntish. stuck in the ground repeatedly, or “ stuck in the 
ground for each one ” of the gamesters, for te'wa means to plant, to stick up 
The round mat is, in fact, a large tray, called pa'la, or pa”h!a, because used for 
drying seeds by the camp fire or in tbe sun Luek-ulse is false for sha'kfil6b, 
(1) gambling outfit for these sticks aDd ai<o (2) the game itself. “Tbe package 
of youeks is used as a charm " Yes; that is so, because ya'uks (for ya'-ukish) 
means (1) remedy, drug u«ed as a medicine, and, in a wider sense, (2) spiritual 
remedy of the conjurer, consisting in witchcraft, dreams. «hamanlc songs. The 
verb of it is ya'-uka, to treat la sickness, and to heal or cure. 
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Referring to a «ct of four 'ticks collected b> hun at the Klamath 
agemn in 1SS7, which he «aT5 are almost identical with those in the 
National Museum Doctor Gat'chet writes 

The two sbn3 liesh sticks arc carefully wl Ittled from the mountain mahogany 
(Certicarpu* Ir Hfolltti) 

In lus work on the Klamath* Doctor Gat'chet has described this 
game, as plajed br the Klamath lake jioople under the names of 
spel-hna shuIJieahli diikli dukahha, with four sticks about one 
foot in length Then are two thick sticks and two 'lender 'ticks the 
latter wrapped in narrow 'trips of buckskin leather Thet indicate 
the supposed location of the four game sticks lung under a oner by 
putting forward fingers Thc\ guess the 'lender 'ticks with the in 
dex and middle finger the thick sticks with the index finger alone, 
and the thicker sticks coupled on one side and the thinner ones on the 
other vu Lh with a ide motion of the hand and thumb Bv the 
last tai ish they win one countu g tick with index and middle 
finger two counting stick. 

The name 'pel hna i» derived from speilui'h the index finger 
The counting 'ticks of which six are common] v used are called 
kse «li khi 'h from k'hena to carry off 
Modoc Fall river Shasta countv California 

Dr J M Hudson describes a game played by women under the 
name of ishkake 

Three marked sticks and one plain are o*ed. and their relative position In the 
hidden hand gues'ed at 

8 HA 'TAN STOCK 

Achomawi Hat creek California (Cat no American Mu 

seum of Natural History ) 



Pio 433. Foor-etick game, lengths of stfeAa, 10 «nd Sf Inches; Aehovnawi Indians, Hat err* 1 V. 
California. c*t no. ,4, Ammon llnmn of Natural History 

Two 'ticks tapering to ends (figure 43*1) 10 indies in length and 
two smaller thinner 'ticks, about t»J inches in length. 

Collected in 1*503 bv Dr Roland B Dixon who gives the name as 
teisnli Doctor Dixon writes 

The game is placed with the a d of one of the large flat «oft basket plaques, 
under which the sticks are shifted. 

• The Klamath Indians of Southwestern Oregon Costrfbntiona to North American 
Ethnology Tf.pl 1 p. “9 Washington, 1S90 
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Aouomawi. Fall river, Shasta county, California. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following game 0 under the name 
of tikali : 

Four rods, two hound. 7 inches In length, called tcok'-tej, and two plain. 9 
Inches In length, called t\ ko' li. are joggled behind a large, flexible basket 
plaque, ta-ko'-li tsu-tt'-pa. nnd the relative position of the rods guessed at. The 
game is counted with ten counters. 


8HOSHONEAX STOCK 

Patote. Pyramid lake, Nevada. (Cat. no. 61505, 61519, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Four billets of wood, G inches in length, two of them 1 inch and two 
one-half of an inch in diameter, accompanied by ten cottonwood 
counting sticks. 7 inches in 
length, sharpened at one 
end, the upper two-thirds 
of each stick painted with 
tt spiral band of red. 

These were collected by Dr 
George A. Dorsey, who gives 
the name of the game as w itntzi, 
of the larger billets as biebpe, F '° **° F °w-«ttck 
mother, and of the smaller ones 
as duaa, young. The counters 
are called tohu. In playing, the sticks are arranged under a large, 
tint basket. 

- — Pyramid lake, Nevada. (Cat. no. 19044, United States Na 

tional Museum.) 

Two cylindrical billets of wood (figuie 440). 6) inches in length and 
1| inches in diameter, and two smaller one-, of the same length 
and three-eighths of an inch in diametei The four sticks are 



•. length of sticks, 6J 

Inches. Faiute Indians, Pyramid lake Nevada 
United State* National Museum 



Pio ill Counting sticks for four-stick game; length, 81 inches Painte Indians. Pyramid take, 
Nevada, cat no 19015 United States National Museum 

uniformly painted red, and one has two tubes of corn stalk 
slipped over each end. Accompanied with ten willow counting 
sticks (figure 441), SJ inches in length (cat. no. 19045). 


* The same game, with alight dialectic and local variations. Is played by the following 
tribes who live on Tit river, Shasta county t.utw3ml Bast wl Amits tel, pak&mall. 
I Jlamoiwl, IMdlwIwi and Slateitel — t J. W. n > 
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Collected b\ Air Stephen Powers, who describes them ns follows 
YtatKaCsoen Rambling piece* t«<r large round sticks jalnted roil nnd two 
ainall ones manipulated bjr a player who alt* on the ground and holds a willow 
work tmy before him to conceal what 
he does. The other guesses on which 
aide of the large stick the small ones 
are There are ten counters 
Paiute Southern Utah (United 
States National Museum ) 
Cat. no 14CC1 Two cylindrical 
billets of willow wood (fig 
ure 442), G} inches in length 
and seven eighths of an inch 
in diameter, and two similar 
sticks, the «ame length and one half of an inch m diameter 
The ends of the larger billets are painted blue with a red hand 
in the middle, while the small ones have red ends and a blue band in 
the middle 



FlO «3 Paint* playing four*tfck game southern Utah from photograph Uy J K. HiUera. 

Another (incomplete) set catalogued under the same number con- 
sists of three similar billets, unpainted One of the larger sticks is 
missing 



Fia MS Four-Stick game length of stick*, 
6) inches Palate Indians, southern Utah 
cat no non United States National 
Unseam 
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Cat, no. 14054. Five twigs of willow, about 12 inches m length, 
pointed at one end. 

Cat. no. 14G55. Seven twigs, about 12 inches’in length, similar to 
the above. 

Cat, no. 14GC0. Seven twigs, about 12 inches in length, similar to 
the above. 

These last three numbers arc the accompanying counting sticks. 
All were collected by Maj. J. \V. Powell. The above implements 
are evidently intended for the preceding game. Mr J. K. Hillers 
writes that they were u«ed in a game (figure 443) played by Indians 
on the Muddy reservation, a game of odd or even. The sticks are 
placed under coi or in two places. Then a chant begins, as in ne ang- 
puki. The guessing is done in the same way. 

WAS1I04N STOCK 

Pao. Carson valley. Nevada. . « 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following game played by men 
under the name of tsutsu: 

A mu tat' basket Is Inverted and held with the left hand touching the ground, 
while nine Mnall sticks nre held In the right hand. The player slips a certain 
number of tbe«e nine sticks under the plaque while juggling and singing The 
opponent guesses at the number (even or odd) of sticks under the basket. 
TVasiio. Carson valley and Lake Tahoe, Nevada. 

Dr J. TV. Hudson describes the following game under the name 
of lt-dtsu-dtsu : • 

Four sticks are employed, two large, 10 Inches long, bound with buckskin, 
regarded ns female, and called It tal ta, and two plain. 71 
Inches long, regarded ns male, and called lt-dtsu-dtsu The 
buckskin binding on the longer sticks prevents noise when 
they are bidden The four sticks are Juggled under a win- 
nowing basket, mu tal', and then relative positions guessed 
at by the opponent. The three positions (figure 444) In 
which the sticks may be placed receive the following names . 
a, he-bel kul : 6. ka-ha-tsnp . c, kum-de-we. deer, or kum-fla- 
mu The four sticks ore placed in one of these positions 
under the basket while Its holder Is singmg and invoking 
Ttl-11 shi. the wolf, at the same time violently vibrating the 
basket against the ground. If guessed right, the sticks are 
forfeit. An Incorrect gue«s forfeits a counter Eight count 
ers, me-te-em, nre used. 

Hidden-ball Game, or Moccasin 

A game of hiding something in one of several 
places, usually four, the opponents guessing where 
it is concealed. The implements employed are of two kinds: («) 
cane tubes or wooden cups derived from the canes, and (6) moccasins. 
The cane tubes, in their original forms, bear the characteristic marks 
of the arrows of the four directions, precisely like the canes used in the 

* Compare Kularapan, tsu, arro« . tsu-taa, arrows 
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Ziu i game of sttliwc Tin pass bj cast transitions into wooden 
tubes marked with the same bands wooden cups =imilarh marked 
and woolen cups marked 
or can ed w ith s\ mbols re 
fernng to tl e w-orl l quar 
ter- Timlin we I ne f ur 
plain tidies which at la t 
disappear m a game which 
const ts in hiding a bean 
or other mall ol ject in one 
of fo ir heaps of sand It 
i m be inf m* 1 from the 
I oh\ e that tl e original 
t be * ere b itts 1 1 haft 
n ents of can*, arrows 
Tie olject hidden consists of a small c\hndnc stick sometimes 
painted with bands of color a bean or a «tone \mong the Pa pa go 
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sist of beans or sticks, and number from fifty to one hundred and 
tuo, or one hundred and four. 

‘As mentioned in the introduction, the hidden-ball game was one of 
the five games sacrificed on the altar of the War God in Zuiti. A set of 
cops (figure 445) for this purpose in the museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania (cat. no. 22682), collected by the writer in Zuni in 
1902, consists of four wooden tubes, each 1^ inches in diameter and 2| 
inches in height. They are painted white, witli black tops, and have 
pink plume feathers stuck in the top of each. As also noted, similar 
-cups, surmounted with effigies of birds, are seen on the Hopi O.iqol 
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uprights on each side of the figure. On the Jlzshongnon Drab Flute 
altar (figure 446) there are two upright logs of wood, rounded at 
the top and pierced with hole- in which are «tuch similar flowers. 
Doctor Fewkes who has figured this altar, c avs that these logs corre- 
spond with the mounds of sand, covered with meal, of other Flute 
altar®, and were called talaetcomos. 8 The ®and mounds stuck with 
flowers occur in the altar of the Blue Flute (figure 447) at Mi 
shongnon These «and mounds b should be compared with the «and 
mountains into which the cane tubes are Muck in the 7uni game 
The Flute altar at Shumopan (figure -US) ha® the flower cups on 
upright ®ticks, as at Oraibi while on that at blupaulon (figure 44<>) 
thcv are stuck in «and mounds. Mention has nlreadi been made of 



the gaming-cup flovrir headdress (figure 3f9) of the Flute pn<-t at 
Orul 1 Tlie * , *ohu or S?tar katcina has similar wooden cups in the 
hair Dr J Walter Fen kc->' writes 
The Tusayan Tewi of llarwAL Ls*t ness call the January n»«n Flopo 
worsJ<op moon, rtferrlnj: to tlie e lo. wcntei tup*. o*e«l hj the Tt-ukcm-yini klya 
or clowns In tlxlr cemtw nl-il Firocs 

♦ loorMl of ABfflcM To t Loro tip. SIS. I* «e 

‘T4~* biooM* »<Sali of lit Mlmlu uplmllm la tnaay norlc* of Ik* orUtn of 
•“■•n* of frimt* wUd I*** ftae* to I bo ombr««M Ibo fr*t B*tntor* ar» r un — clod 
a* oroetlct tb*lr altar* lofoc*. ch* - Cowrr nmisl “ of M-lyloirt. Tbl* tbo < 1 » of 

ti» r’ut* /oath at>4 «a*M- resell Sort of the Hat* Sortrty Thoo* ewMioda. bow oroetol on 

oarth lo'jf* t ho Crsrtn* of IXSlytaafl la iho Flrte *♦»» ora. ijaloll* the « m-o.tr* t 

taooB-1* of tbo nlctaatU th» womjog *>>-rt* lawrtot ia thorn rogrowootlec fratn — 
Joann I of iimtWb Foil t*w* » ft p. si-, wot* |W 

•la a loiter to lit nJ»c 4iW lunr; I* 1 W 
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The four cups or tube*, whether Mood or cane, may be regarded 
as representing or referring to the twin War Gods and their female 
counterparts or associates, who preside over the four world quarters. 
In the ca«o of the marked and carved tubes, this agreement is suggested 
at every point: In the banded markings (Ilopi, Ivert-s, Papago, Pima, 
Tnmhumnrc, Tewa, Maricopa), in tho burned devices (Hopi), in 
the cloud terrace and flower ‘•vmlwls carved at tlic top (Hopi), and 
in the sex designation (Papago, Pima). 

The moccasin game was played by the Algonquian tribes and is 
found among the Dakota and the Xavalio. Two, three, four, six, or 
eight moccasins arc used, but four is the standard number. The 



FlQ. in Flute alter, Hopi Indian*. Phlpenluvi Arizona, from photograph by Sumner W. 

Matteeon. bept em txr 7 . 1J01 

objects hidden vary from one to four, and consist cither of bullets, 
stones, or little billets of wood. The players among some tribes indi- 
cate their choice by pointing with n rod. The count is kept with 
sticks or beans, 20, 50, 100, or 102. Mittens are sometimes used 
instead of moccasins, and the game was borrowed by the whites and 
played by them under the name of “ bullet.” Moccasin was a man’s 
game. It was played as a gambling game to the accompaniment 
of singing and drumming. In the east it retains little of its former 
ceremonial character. The writer regards it as a direct modification 
of the hidden-ball game, the Navaha game, with its nodule and strik- 
ing stick, furnishing a connecting link. 
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AEGON QUHN STOCK 

Ciiifpeu 4 Minnesota (Cat no 1530*3, United States National 
Museum ) 

Set of four buck'd*! n moccasins, four bullet=, one phin and three 
covered with twisted wire (figure 4 0), and twent) counting 
sticks peeled, unpjmtrd twigs , 13 J inches in length (figure 451), 
catalogued ns accompanied with n pouch to contain them Col 
lected b\ Dr \\ alter J Hoffman 




Fig 4SI 


Flo *j 0 Ballet* for moccarin game diameter ,*« inch Chippewa Indiana. Minnesota cat no. 
lSKO. Lotted Staten National Uamim 

Fla 4il Counting etlct* for moccasin game length. 13J inches. Chippewa Indiana, Munaeota 
cat no umn. Cnlte 1 Slate* National Mn-wram 

-Bois fort near Itainv rner, Minnesota (Cat no j+f^ 

American Mu-eum of Natural Hi«tor\ ) 

Four bullets (figure 4 j 2) one of white lead three eighths of an inch 
in diameter 

The\ were collected in 1903 b\ Dr A\ ilham Jones, who de-enbes 
them as ludden in the moccasiu game Moc 
casms are used and the game has the same 
name as at Turtle mountain 

Mille Lacs 'Minnesota 

Mr D I Budinell jr describes a mocca 
sin game (figure 4*>3) which he witnessed at 
Alille Lacs in 1%0 

The game lasted thirty-six boars. The states 
were two badly worn neckties. It was placed with 
four metal balls three of copper nnd one of lead. 
The “ moccasins were four pieces of buckskin cut In the shape of moccasin 
soles. It was placed to the beating of a drum w hieb was passed from side to 
side 



Flo 4b4 Bullets for more* 
am game diameter three- 
eighthaof sn.ncta Chippewa 
Indians. Bote fort Minne- 
sota cat no American 
Museum of Natural History 
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Chippewa. ’Wi-corwn. 

Prof. T. I. Dncatel* 

Their fmorltc game 1* tin? mukeslnnah dahdew op, or moccasin game It is 
played with four bullets (one of which la jigged) atul four moceutdns The 
four bullets are to be bid, one under each moccasin, liy the first player, whose 
ileal Is decided by throwing up a knife mid letting It full on the blanket, the 
direction of tlio blade Indicating the person who Is to hide first The four 
bullets are held In tlio right hand, and the left hand Is kept mining from one 
moccasin to the other; whilst the player, with a peculiar manner calculated to 
dirrrt the attention of the one with whom he Is playing, and with an Incessant 
chant accompanied by a swinging motion of the head and trunk, passes Ids 



Flu. til. Jluccailn game, Chippewa Indians. Mills Lacs, Minnesota, from photograph by Mr 
D. I Bushoelk }r 


bullet hand under the moccasins, depositing a bullet under each The other Is 
to guess where the Jagged bullet Is, but not at the first trial , for ff he strikes 
upon It the first time he loses 4 sticks— there being 20 altogether, that are used 
ns counters; SI the second time be makes n similar guess, then be loses 3 
sticks; but If he guess the situation of the jagged bullet the third time, then he 
gains 4 sticks; finally should the bullet remain under the fourth moccasin, 
the guc««er loses 4 sticks. The game continues until the twenty sticks have 
passed from one band to the other At this game, of which they are eery fond, 
they stake eierytblng about them and sometimes come away literally stripped. 
The groups that are thus collected present the most characteristic of Indian 

•A Fortnight among the Chlppeaas of Lake Superior The Indian Miscellany, edited by 
W W React), p 367, Albany, 1877 Reprinted from the United States Catholic liagarlne 
Baltimore, January and February, 1816 
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habits. There v.111 be twenty sitting dow o anti as many standing round Intent 
upon the progress of the game which Is carried on in silence except on the part 
of the hitler 

Another game of chance nntl i perhaps the only other nfter cards and the 
one Just described Is the pjhgeh«cliuog or p in play which consists In guessing 
at an} thing or number of things enclosed beta con ta o |>ons. 


Chippewa Turtle mountain, Is orth Dakota (Cat no ^ rtt kmer 
lean "Museum of Vatural Historj ) 

Implements for moccasin game (figure 454) Four black cloth pads, 
8 inches wide, with edges bound with red, eleven counting sticks 
(saplings), painted 
red, 18 inches long 
and a striking stick 
(a slender rod), 
painted red 1G inches, 
in length 

These were collected in 
1903 b\ Dr TV 1 1 1 1 a in 
Jones, who gnes the name 
as make&enatatiweni, or 


FiO loS Moccasin gam* pads, coasters, and striking 

stick- width of pads, 8 lncb« length of counter*, IS 

Inches length of sinking stick. 38 inches- Chippewa moccasin game 
Indians. Turtle mountain, North Dakota cat 
American Mnsemn of Natural Uistory 


bullet 1 cleg trump Either tnoccnslns c 


*° «'!» The game is played with 
three beads and a bullet the 
the pads are used. 


Chee Muskowpetung lCoerae, Qu’appelle, Assiwboia (Cat. no 
6199G, Held Columbian Museum ) 

A small tinned iron ring, three fourths of an inch in diameter, u«ed 
in the moccasin game which is de cnbed as follows by the col 
lector, Mr J Mitchell, under the name of muski=inastahtowin, 
concealing an object in a mocca K in 
This game is conspicuously a gambling game and is unite similar to the 
slotgbt-of hand games of the whites. The objects are concealed either together 
under one of four inverted moccasins or separately under two moccasins all 
being placed in a line before the manipulator who passes bis hands nnder each 
moccasin In order to confuse the opponents. It the pieces are placed apart 
terra, eswh other mier separate moccasins, the. player making the goes* has the 
right to another guess should he find one of the pieces at Lis first guess. Failure 
at first guess counts him out and the play goes to the next player 


Delawares Indiana 

I am informed by Mr, George S Cottman, of Irvington, Indiana, 
that the following is drawn from two articles in a local newspaper,® 
the principal of which was bj Robert Duncan, “ one of our earliest 
pioneers, now dead ” 

Moccasin was a gambling game much practised among the Delaware Indians 
and was borrowed of them by the white settlers. As originally played, a deer 


adlana polls New* July 


-4 1819 
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skin spread upon the ground nnd a half dozen upturned moccasins arranged 
In a semicircle within easy reach of the player. The latter, holding to view a * 
good sized bullet, then quickly thrust his hand under each moccasin in turn, 
leaving the bullet under ouc of them This was done so skillfully ns to leave 
the onlooker In doubt, and the gambling consisted In betting n here the bullet 
was. This was called moccasin Subsequently the whites modified the -game 
slightly by placing caps on the table, nnd the game became changed to bullet 
It was played so extensively among the pioneers as to become a recognized evil, 
nnd un the early statutes stands a law making gambling at bullet a finable 
offense. 


Mr Cotttuaii write-*: 


On page 104 of the Laws of Indiana Territory, as revised by John Rice Jones 
and John Johnson, published In ISO", I find a statute forbidding various gam- 
bling games, among them that of bullet, the penalty fixed for practising them 
being five dollars and costs 

Mr Cottmnn stator also that in the diary of John Tipton, one of the 
commisMoners to locate the Indiana capital, is the following entry: 

After dinner we weut to the Indian huts, found the men playing a favorite 
game which the} call mockuson, which Is played with a bullet and four mocku- 

The locality was near Conner's station, some 10 miles north of the site of 
Indianapolis, and there con Iiardly bo any doubt that they were Delaware 
Indians, as this was the Delaware country The Miami occupied the Wabash 
region, nnd the Totawatoml were yet farther north. 


Menominee. Wisconsin. 

Dr Walter J. lloffman • describes the moccasin or ballet game, as 
follows : 

Another game that was formerly much played by the Menomml [plate vm] 
was the moccasin, or bullet, game, which was probably learned from their 
Ojlbwn neighbors. Five persons participate In this game, four being active play 
ers wlnle the fifth acts as musician, by using the tambourine drum aud singing, 
the pin} ers usually Joining In the latter . . The articles necessary to 

play this game consist of four bullets, or balls of any bard substance, one of 
which Is colored, or Indented, to readily distinguish It from Its fellows: four 
moccasins also are required, as well as thirty or forty stick counters, similar 
to those used in the preceding [bowl] game, though uncolored. A blanket also 
Is used and tn addition a stick, about 3 feet long, with which to strike the moc- 
casin under which the bullet Is believed to be hidden. When the game Is com- 
menced the players are paired off by two's, who take their places on each of the 
four sides of the outspread blanket [plate vm]. The winner of the toss takes 
the moccasins before him nnd lays them upside down and about G Inches apart 
with the toes pointing forward The object now is for the player to lift, with his 
left hand each moccasin. In succession, and put ft bullet under it. making many 
uretenses’ of hiding and removing the bullets. In order to confuse the opponents, 
who are ea^erlj watching for Feme slip of the performer whereby they may 
chtnm a clue of the moccasin under which the marked bullet may be placed. 
While this is going on. the dru mmer is doing his duty by singing and drumming, 

. The UMoaliil indies. Fourteenth Amnul Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p 242. 
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to which the others are noisily heei lug time When the bullets arc nil hidden 
the player will suddenly on II out, IIo' In a high note when the singing drops 
to a mere murmur m 1 the striker of the oppo. lug side cai*cs the stick threaten 
Inglj orer the sevenl moccasin* as If to strike them but ench time withdraws 
os If In doubt Finally he will j lace the cnl of a long stick under a ni icoisln 
and turn It over Should the marked bullet be disclosed he Is regarded as 
successful If he falls the first time he has nmtber trial but If the I ullet 
Is found onlr at the second trial the counter* to which he Is entitled will be 
fewer than If he find* the bullet the first time In event of the oj ponuit making 
a successful guess «f the moccasin under which the marked lullct In* bccii 
placed the former player relinquishes the moccrdns and bullets and takes his 
turn nt gucs*ing The game Is decided when all the sticks on the tlanket 
are won those winning the majority liking the bets predouslv made The *eor 
ln„ dei>ends on the agreement previously funned. 

Miami Indiana 

Mr Georgi ^ Cot t man obtained for me (Jnl>, 1600 ) from Mr 
J II B NowlancJ, the Indianapolis promt r tin following account 
of the moceasm game as he saw it plated among the Miami Pota 
witomi and Shawnee at an Indian village which *tood at the mouth 
of the AIi«sis.«inct a nver, when at the treatr of 1832 lie was seentarj* 
to Governor Jennings 

The player seated on the ground with sis moccasin* arranged In two rows 
befon him and a little jwi luted stick In hi* hand, woull sing mi Inc-inlntiou to 
fllwrt attention from hi* action mil lhro*tlng hi* hand unler tie various 
moccasins secretly and skillfully deposit the stick. The s|>ectitor« then bet on 
the moccasin 

Mi«smifx IClCc lake Ontario 

(» topwa\ # «i\s 

The Moccasin play I* simple and can be jlcycd by two or throe Three 
moccasin* nre u«cd for the purpose of hiding the toilet* which are employed 
In the game Vi deeply Interesting doe* this 1 lay w mdimi* become tint an 
Indian will stake first, his gun next hi* steel traps then his Implements of 
war then hi* cloll Ing and 1 istly Ms t l>n<vr» u 1 j l[>o leaving Ml i a* we 
say “ \oh-bah wan yah 10-yald." “a piece of eloth with a string around M* 
wal*t 

\irt*.«i\« hortv mile* nlioie Montreal Queliec 
I V Cuoij* gnes the following ilefimtion 

Kwnte hewln s> rte ife Jni tie cachette knzotage Jouer i fa i-ncfiettc 

Ottawa Maniti lm 

Jolin Tanner r thus <lc~<Til>e* tht game 

played 1 y »ny number of perron*. 1ml uroally In small parties. 1 oar 
moeeaslns are tL***l and In one of them some small otjeet. *neh a* a little stick 
or ■ small flrce of doth l« hid tv « ne of the betting turtles. The m scnslrt* 
are lal 1 d»wu l-e-lde each other and ooe of the adverse porty Is then to touch 

» Tb* Trsdltloarl llUlocy sod Characteristic girt rtn of the OJlMrry NsrtM p St 

n— rwi i v, i 

•texts®* <te Is Iscj-a. A Irons* Is* Jt«otr*sL 1**4 

• - “ Captivity * *** * — ***- 
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two of the moccasin* with hi* Huger or a stick. If the one he first touches has 
the bidden thing In it. the player loses 8 to the opposite party ; if it is not in the 
second tie touche*, hot in one of the two passed over, he loses 2 If it is not 
In the one he touches first, and is in the last, he wins 8 The Crees plaj this 
game differently, putting the hind successively into all the moccasins, endeavor- 
ing to come last to that which contains the article, but If the hand is thrust 
first Into the one containing It. he loses 8 They fix the value of articles staked 
by agreement; for instance, they sometimes call a beater skin, or a blanket. 10; 
sometimes a horse 100. With strangers, they are apt to play high, In such 
cases, n horse is sometimes valued at 10 

Sack ami Foxes.. Iowa. (Cut. no. yffri American Museum of Nat- 
ural History.) 

Twelve peeled willow twig*, 12 inches in length, and a pointed peeled 
willow stick, 20 inches in length (figure 455). 

The«e were collected by Dr William Jones, who describes them as 
counters and pointing stick for the moccasin game, mama kesa hi 
wagi. Four moccasins are used and a bullet is hidden. 



Flo 435 Counting sticks and pointer for moccasin game . length of counters, 1* inches , length 
of polnter,2IJ inches; Saukand Fox Indians, Iowa, cat no dS» American Museum of natural 


ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Apaciie (Jicarilla). Northern New Mexico. 

Mr James Mooney,® in his account of the Jicarilla genesis myth, 
describes the game as follows; 

It was dark in the under world, and they used eagle plumes for torches The 
people and the animals that go about by day w anted more light, but the night 
animals — the Bear, the Panther, and the Owl — wanted darkness They disputed 
long, and at last agreed to play the kSyoB'tl game to decide the matter It was 
i greed that If the day animals won. there Should be light, but if the night 
animals won, it should lie always dark 

The game began but the Magpie and the Quail, which love the light and have 
sharp eyes, watched until they could see the button through the thin wood of 
the hollow stick, and they told the people under which one it was The morning 
star came out and the Black-bear ran and bid In the darkness They played 
again, and the people won It grew bright in the east, and the Brown bear ran 
and bid himself In a dark place They played a third time, and the people won. 
It grew brighter In the east and the Mountain lion slunk aw ay into the darkness. 
Thev played a fonrth time, amt again the people won The Sun came up in the 
east, and it was day, and the Owl flew away and hid himself 
In a footnote Mr Mooney describes the game of kayoiiti: 

A sort of “ thimble and button " game, In which one party hides the button 
under one of several closed wooden cups or thimbles, and the other tries to guess 
under w hlch thimble it Is There is a score of 104 tally sticks. 


* The American Anthropologist, r 11, p 193, 1893 
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Is ataho Kearns canj on, \rizona (Cat no C2o34 Field Coltim 
bian Museum ) 

Implements for moccasin game (figure 450), consisting of a ball of 



sandstone 1| inches m diame 
ter, marked on one side with a 
cro s with one line painted red 
and the other black, also one 
hundred counting sticks, 8 inches 
in length made of yucca and a 
club of cottonwood, alight Iv 
curved 13 indies in length 
The^e specimens were collected 
by Mr Thomas V Keam 


New Mexico (Cat no 74741 United States National Mu 

scum ) 

Set of 1(P splints (figure 457), 8} inches, in length made of the root 
leaf of the vncca 

Two arc notched on the margins to represent a snake called the 
grandmother «nal e These were collected bv Dr M a«lungton Mat 
thews U S Vrmv, and descnlied as counting stick' for the game of 
kescite 

Doctor Matthews* describes the game of kc-dtce b as follows 
Tins Is, to some extent sacred In Its nature f r the pln-m_ is eonlli ed to tbo 
winter tlie only tune when their tnjtbs uiaj be told and tbeir most Import .in 
ceremonies conducted. It 



In the game will be struct 

tllnd. I bare heard that on some occasions, when the stales are heavy and 
the day begins to dawn on an undecided contest, they close all the a(>ertures 
of the lodge with blankets blacken the skin aroun 1 tlelr eyes place a watch 
outside to i recent intrusion an 1 for a short time continue their sport. 

The Implements of the game are eight moccasins a ronn ll*b stone or pebble 
about an Inch and a half In diameter n blanket used as a screen a stick with 


• Narabo Gambling Soars The American Anthropologist T 2, p * ISSS 
•From he moccasins, and eltce side by side parallel to one another Inins 
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winch to strike the moccasins : a chip blackened on one Bide that they toss up to 
decide which party shall begin the game: and one hundred and two counters, 
each oliout 0 Inches long, made of a stiff, slender root leaf of the Fnoeo angusti- 
folia. Two of the«e counters are notched on the margins 

The moccasins are buried In the ground so that only about an inch of their 
tops appear and they are filled to the ground level with powdered earth or sand. 
They are placed side by side a few inches apart in two rows, one on each side 
of the fire The players are divided into two parties, each controlling one row 
of moccasins. When, by tossing up the chip, they have decided which party 
shall begin, the lucky ones hold up a screen to conceal their operations and 
hide the hail In One of the moccasins, covering it well with sand. When all is 
ready they lower the screen and allow tbit person to come forward whom 
their opponents hive selected to find the ball He strikes with a stick the 
tuocca«in in w hlch be supposes the bail to He. If his guess is correct he takes 
the stone, his comrades l<ccome the hldcrs and his opponents the seekers; but 
if he fails to Indicate the place wherein the pebble Is hid the hhlers win some 
of the counters, the number won depending on the position of the moccasin 
struck nud the position of the one containing the stone Thus each party is 
always bound to win while It holds the stone and always bound to lose while 
its opponent holds It 

The system of counting Is rather Intricate, and though I perfectly compre- 
hend It 1 do not consider a full description of it to this connection ns neces- 
sary to the proper understanding of the myth. It will suffice to say that the 
number of counters lost at any one unsuccessful guess can only he either 4, C, 
or 10: these are the onlv “counts” ill the game. When the game begins the 
counters are held by some uninterested spectator and banded to Cither side 
according ns It wins When this original bolder has given a]| the counters 
out. the winners take from the losers. When one side has won nil the counters 
tlie game is done The original holder parts with the two notched counters, 
called “ Grandmother. ” last Oue of the party receiving them sticks them up in 
the rafters of the hogan ( lodge) and says to them. '* Go seek your grandchildren ” 
(i. e , bring the other counters hack to our side). The possession of the “ grand- 
mothers ■' i- supposed to bring good luck 

A good knowledge of the songs is thought to assist the gamblers in their work, 
probably under the impression that the spirits of the primeval animal gods are 
there to help such as sing of them. A song begun during an “ inning ” (to borrow 
a term from the field) most be continued i^hile the inning lasts Should this 
inning be short It is not considered lucky to sing the same song again during the 
game 

The following is an epitome of the myth of the kesitce : 

In the ancient days there w ere. as there are now. some animals who saw better, 
could hunt better, and were altogether happier in the darkness than in the light; 
3nd there were others w ho liked not the darkness and were happy only in the 
light of day. The animals of the night wished it would remain dark forever 
and the animals of the daj wished that the sun would shine forever. At last 
they met In council In the twilight to talk the matter oier and the council re- 
solved they should play a game by biding a stone in a moccasin (as Id the game 
now called kesitce) to settle their differences. If the night animals won the 
sun should never ri«e again, if the day animals succeeded, nevermore should it 
set So when night fell they lit a lire and commenced the game 

In oilier to determine which side should first hide the stone they took a small 
weather-stained fragment of wood and rubbed one side with charcoal. They 
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lair that the red beams of the using sun shone upon hiui imparting their ruddy 
line to the tips of his hairs and thus it is that the bears h.ui is tipped with 
red to tills day 

The borne of the wood rat, Iftso, was a long way off aud he 1 an so far aud so 
fast to get there th it he raised great blisters on his feet, and this accounts for 
the callosities we see now on the soles of the rat 

So the day dawned on the undecided game As the annuals never met again 
to play for the same stakes, the original alternation of diy and night has 
never been changed 

Mr A. 31. Stephen, in Jus unpublished manuscript, gives a lively 
account of a game of the kesitce which he witnessed on January 23, 
1887. The name he gives as keisdje. He describes it as played with 
one hundied and two yucca-leaf counters, cut off at the taper end, 
called ketan, a small sandstone nodule, tonalsluci. and a pifion club 
about 0 inches long, jiedilsicli : 

The game was played In n liogiin erected for a ceremony Two shallow pits, 
about 2 feet long were dag on the north nnd south sides of the fire They 
were Just long enough to bold four moccasins each two pans, set In nltermtely. 
Both pits weie covered, only showing the operturc The moccisins were then 
filled with smd These operations were perfonucd very leisurely, with no 
ceremony apparent. The stakes were then discussed and, after much general 
talk, produced and laid* on both "Ides of the fire beside the hurled shoes. 
They consisted of saddle, bridle, leggings buttons uiintn. prints blankets. 
A young man sat on each of the covered side pits Tbeie was much apparent 
difficulty In tlic appraisement of the stakes, hut this accomplished they were 
divided nnd thrown on each side of the players After nn Imui one side held 
a blanket between them and the fire and sang, then dropped the htmket, and one 
from the other side strrnk the shoe and tried to flint the nodule The side 
fulling to find the nodule gives up to the opposing side six or ten conn ten. fioni 
the bundle The sides were aliout equal In numbers but this is of little eon 
hequenoe A piece of corn shuck, black on one side, was tossed up This was 
attended w Ith much excitement In striking, one of the pi ij ers vp it on the sth k 
to hoodoo It Tor the strikers. There was much droll by play as the game proceeded 
One player, whose side appealed victorious tried to eopul.ite with the fire 
Another, winning, covered l\to head with Uls blanket and Imitated the < r\ of 
the owi(?) One side bad n red nnd the other n black blanket Mu< h Jesting 
prevniied One pliyer went around the tire as mi old man follow oil by 
another ns a If, Imitating masks, etc. nmld great fun nnd uproar The players 
tumbled and rolled in the tire In the roughest kiml of Inn *cp| iv 

To win the maximum number of counters (10. I think i the seeker should 
strike two shoes and dig them out. I e . scratch out their contents, and find 
nothing, then, on striking the third slioe. find It contains the nodule 

IJIOQI'OIAN STUCK 

Oxom> w. v. Now York. 

Hcv. W. M. Beauchamp • says: 

' A IkjII is hidden In one of three shoes, by the Onnndagis and the opposing 
party must guess In which of these It Is 

• Iroquois Oatne*. Journal of .Vowrlcsn Pol* Lure T 0 . |. 273 |so,7 
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Senfci. Ontario 

Mr. Dmil Uoj le * describes the wake pame follows; 

W lien friends am! Jielgbln>r>« ntv 11*** mlded .it it o ike It Is customary for them 
to engage lu a gnine to comfort In some ineimo the l*>rt avis I one-, mid, to a 
certain extent, ns a mere p 1st line It nuiv l«> promlscsl tint In no doing there 
Is no desire tint either »Me engaged should win nnrl the whole of the proceed 
Ings ire conducted with mrlotiMieas If daring tin progress of the game a 
young jiemui t>h mid forget himself tlie Henl Jim or iu aster of ceremonies, 
takes occasion to point out that nt hk.Ii times light lielinvlor Is un«ecmlj 
As mini plijers men and womeu unj cugige ns tli* n Is room to nccmuuui 
dite when the two sides sit fice to fice The pi me consists In the hiding of 
a pehhle <u marble, or ti tnlkt Is m>» oftiu used) In one of four moccasins or 
mittens held in the lip of (lie hider for the time Ulng the ntln r side trying 
to guess lu w hlch of these the ohjeit his 1 st n pi uni 
The He id Man >11 ikes n long ijee h to ilu> pi n 1 rs. 

V singer lining bo*U B| pointed he sets the pice rr-eomp mied hr hi* drnm l>y 
giving one of the Urns* Wake ^ongs tnd It Is tu lie noted tint these 

are the only wnfce Fongs and «rt never used for unj other purpose, «r at nuy 
otlnr time Indeed *> careful ire tin i*s>jle lu this rvis-ct tint Dih kab lie- 
dond yeli who supplied this account of the game glirs this a* the reason why 
children lire not allowed to attend wakes — 1 « irlng the songs, thej might lie 
tempted to sing them thonehtleFsIr I11 thi course of phj 
The slower for the time l>e|ng may be seated nnrwjiere on bis own row bnt 
the biding must liegln ut one end ind the guessing it the fir «w ij etui of the 
opposite row To enal te the pues>ers to |>oliit out the tucx-lssIh Mipjiosfd to con 
tain the object n stick or switch nlsmt i \ ml loug Is provided and passes from 
hind to hind When the hider has done bis pirt tin. mncvi<lns ire placed on 
the floor anil gue«'Ing goes on \n soon as a particular moc«isin Is pointed 
out some one who Is neirest picks It up ami glees it 1 rip on the door Miould 
the sound infinite thit the stone nr uurtde Is In the woesasln one stick is 
taken from a pile of a hundred splints aWut the size pr Imlfer matches mil is 
pliced to the mslit of the successful gnesstra side If the grosser desires to 
make two points in thepime he first tijs oue shove another, the three mocnslns 
he tal cs to lie empty Should the remaining one t>e found to contain the object, 
his side gains A On the other hind 1 f if lure on hi* put emails the loss of 2 
\s soon as a correct guess is nude the Finger eei'e* Ins iurfomi nice and one 
on the winning Fide taken it up and thus the game goes on 1 n li man or woman 
hiding and guessing In turn. 

At midnight the Head Mm stops the mine tin'll u moil his |ieen served In 
tbeusuilwny and consisting of the n*nal kinds of food. On ce t«lng to plat the 
two men wbo«e dutv It is to keep count arrange evervthmg to avoid confusion 
or dis[ ute when the game 1* resumed rich jsits the little sticks used as 
counters ind won bj his side Into one of the mmai-dii* the rerunning sticks 
Into a third and the stone or the marble into n fourth 
Before pliy begins ifter the meil the head man repeats his introductory 
ritual Should odc side w in all the counters l-efore daylight he puts them again 
Into one help ns at the beginning and plav goes on, lut as soon is dav light 
gives the first slgu of ns pearauce he make* 1 chinge In the manner of conduct 
ing the game bv appointing two men to act for each row of plvyers and for 
the purpose of still further shortening It lie may leave onlv two moccasins m 
their hands. Hiding and finding now follow each other quichiv, hut the sticks. 

* Archaeological Beport 1«30 p SS Toronto 
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no longer go to «how- which sole wins for the} are thrown b} the he.nl man into 
the fire, and the biding ind guessing are kept up hj the same > ides <i e. without 
interchange) until all the counters are burnt The same officii! then breaks 
the pointing sticks, which are nl«o put into the hre. and he eten treats the 
drumstick in the same way, hating taken it from the hands of the singer 
Last of all. he pulls the leather corer off tbe drum, puts it inside the drum, and 
t eplaces the hoop The instrument should remain in this condition until it is 
to be again used 

Before the people disperse to their homes in the morning a gun is fired off 
outside of the door 


Wyandot. Michigan. 

Mr William E. Connelly • gi\es the following description of the 
moccasin game m an account of a game between a Wyandot and a 
Chippewa at Detroit m 1773 : 

Two only can plij at this game The} are seated face to face on a btiffnlo 
or deer skin Tour new moccasins and a rifle hall make up the implements 
employed In the game The moccasins are placed nearly equidistant, like a 
four spot on a pldjuig card The players rented croaalegged facing each 
other, now toss up for the twill, or first “hide" The winner, taking the ball 
between Ins thumb and two hngers, proceeds with great (lcxtcrltt, shuffling Ida 
hand under the first second, third and fourth moccasins, and humming a ditty, 
accompanied l>} some cahollsth words invoking the aid of his patron deity. 
It now comes to the opposing player to “ find M at the first, second or third • lift " 
If at the lirst. it counts n giten number in his fator, — «’i} 4; If at second 2: 
and the third. 1 The latter player now takes tlie hall and goes through the 
same process Ten iisutll} constitutes the game, but 
the number Is as the players. may agree 

HFRFsVN STOCK 



Kerfs. Aroma. Xro M«mco (Cat. n... 4073. 

Brooklyn Institute Museum.) Kem Indians Ac inm. 

Four cylinders of cottonwood (figure 4.VS), 0 } BrooW>o l, Viismu°' > sro 
inches m height, painted black on the top *oam 
and the bottom and has ing a black band 

around the middle. Thes weie made for the writer by on 
Acom .1 Indian named James II Miller (Kamitsa). nt Zitiii, in 
1001. lie gave the name of the tidies ns myawakotni. A small 
'tone ball, \owmkototei. is hidden 


Iaigitna. New Mexico. (Cat no MM7, Field Columbian Mu- 

Four cant* tidies (figure 4'>0). 1J inches in height: a small stick. 1J 
inches in length: n bundle of one hundred splint counting 'ticks. 
42 inches in length; and fi\o uidmduil counting sticks, four of 
them notched at one end. 7j inches m length (figure 4C.0), 

Cat. no. 01S1P. Another «ct of lubes. inches in height. 

« Wynmtot Folklore, r 112. Toj-ka l*on Sir Connelly la • note >ute* that the »«ory 
of the Kimie was I>uM1-taed In the Oaiette of Kan«n* City, hinn*. by Ooternof Wilt Ian 
Walker, aonic time In the allties or early la the aerentle*. 
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Both sets were collected b\ Dr C E Lukeas, who furnished the 
follow ing account of the gjme under the mine of nawacutaerne, to 
hide nwij over and over 

The game Is played with four small tabes closed at crae end, one little piece of 
wood or peblile small enough to hide In one of the tabes and a bunch of one 
hundred small sticks and one larger one which ire counters These (winters 
are at first the common property of both side®, until paid out as forfeits then 
each side must play with the sticks thee hue non. When one side loses all 
their sticks they can take the larger one called the na-catz scalp which is 
common property and play with it fouT times. If Ihtw yet lo-* the other side 
wins the game 

In beginning pljy the leaders of the two sides toss up fir turns one side 
biding the little object the other seeking It B takes the bundle of one hundred 
counters and goes out \ hides the little olject in one of the tubes md 
arranges them so as to deceive tbe seeker i lacing them on end or side or In 
fnntistlc ways B enters and chooses a tube if he chooses the full one — that 
with the object lu It— first he forfeits ten stld s to \ who l*egins n private 



bunch with them for bis future trie Then V goes ont while B hides the object 
A enters If be chooses one empty and next the full one he pars B fl «tkks 
forfeit if he chooses three empty and then the full one he forfeits 4 sticks and 
goes out ag itu Cut if V should have chosen two einj lj and next the full one 
then thej change sides B takes what Is left of tbe original one hundred sticks 
leaving those he has gained in bis bank and goes ont while A hides the ol Jeet 
A hides the object and B seek* j ayiDg forfeits from the bunch as A did. and 
with these forfeits A begins n private bunch. « hen B chooses two empty ones 
and one full one they change sides as before When the original lundle s all 
paid out they begin on their private store— 1 e tbe forfeits they have gained. 

When one side loses all his sticks be takes up the one large stick the scalj 
and has four chances without paying f vrfelts. If be Is luchv enough to guess 
so ns to change sides, he dot win more forfeits and tl e game goes on Inter 
mlnat Iv but If he loses nil of tbe chances he loses the game and his oi ponent 
takes the wager If one side should lose four sis or ten and have only two 
with which to par the two must answer the debt Curing the guessing the 
opposing side sings and dances and pravs that the spirits will so deceive tb^ 
guossers as to make them lose 
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Kebes. Sia, Xew Mexico. (Cat. no. G0S97, Field Columbian Museum.) 
Set of four paper tubes, 2J inches in height, open at both ends and 
marked with ink, as shown in figure 461. Collected by Annie M. 
Sayre. 

Sia, Xew Mexico. 

Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson » describes the following game of this 
type, as plated by Poshaiyanne, the Sia culture hero, in his gambling 
contest with the tribal priest: 


Four circuHr sticks, some 8 inches long, with hollow ends, 
and a blanket thrown o\ er them; the tl'hmoni then put 
a round pebble Into the end of one, and removing the 
blanket a«ked Po'slialyanne to choose the stick contain- 
ing the pebble. " No, my father,” said Po'sbalyUnne, 

“ you first. What «m I that I should choose before you? ’* 

But the tl'.imonl replied, " I placed the stone ; I know 
where it I-” Then Po'shalyanne selected a stick and 
raising It the pebble was visible Po'shalyanne then 
threw the blanket over the sticks and placed the stone 
In one of them, after which the ti’dmonl selected a stick 
and raised it. but no stone was risible This was re- 
peated four times. Each time the tl'amom failed and 
Po'sluly.inne succeeded 


e stood in line 



2 
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Fro 161 Paper tabes for 
hiding game, height, J?f 
inches Keren Indians, 
Sia, New Mexico, cat 
no OORtT, Field Colum- 
bian Museum 


In the third contest the ti'iimoni made four 
little mounds of sand, and, throwing a blanket over them, placed in 
one a smnll round stone. The game proceeded m the same manner, 
Poshaiyanne placing the stone four times and the ti'amont failing 
each time. At the seventh and last contest the game of the pebble 
and four hollow sticks was repeated with the same result. 


FIJIAN STOCK 

Pafago. Mission of San Xavier del Bac, Pima count}. Arizona. 
(Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. 63535) Four cane tubes, closed at one end with natural joint, 
with etched designs filled in with colors, as shown in figure 4G2; 
height, 8J inches. 

Cat. no. 63511. Four cane tubes, similar to the above, but with in- 
cised marks in checker pattern (figure 463) ; height 54 inches. 
These specimens were collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who gires the 
name of the game as wahpetah, and describes it as follows : 

This is a game of four wooden cups, in which something Is concealed One 
•may use any convenient thing, beans or corn will do After tbe object is 
concealed, the cups are filled with sand and banded to one’s opponent. If he 
first hands you b-ick the one containing your bean, you gam 10; if the bean 
is in tbe second you gain 6 , if in tbe third, 4 ; but if in tbe last one you lose 
your turn and he conceals tbe benn. As soon ns you glte him the cup he 

• The Stn Eleventh Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p 61, 1894 
24 ETFt— 01 il 23 
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rtnptlot It nnl tbi Issm ng-iln Tl« kwi- U V tl« J mer paving fr» m 

n j Hi of fifty l-nin. 

I’ai too Pinn tniinti Vmonn (Cot no Till", Umlul ‘liitlM Su 

tionnl Muslim ) 

lour Pinjfh joint-* of nnl {Phrngimti* con mum*), rich about 7| 
inclits in length Riid 1 inch in dianiettr. having one end «}xri T nnd 
tin otln r«!o-cd In tin natural diaphragm of the joint 4 (if) 

Ihoi an nnrhod with until Miuirc** nit m MinpU patterns in flu 
face*’ of the ttlinthr* 111 the-* tie ipu-* l!n \ an wpmilcd into 
pairs, called the “old people an<l tin * munj; jxuple J-carh-tchila 
cnioto lx* m* nl o Ixlonj* to tin pilw. «trh jltur tt mill posss nip 
his private la tn fttul otu huudnd grain- of corn or a jrixutvr uutnlxr, 
ns nmj lx. iktcrimned l>i the plater* prior to tin palm 



Flo 4® Cano tubni for hi ling emm* hHiihu Hi liwbr* Iwllstw. P1m» count f 

cat. nr. BS-O. FI M CM imbUn lloamim 

Fin «C1 Caw>tal«*»fnr 1 Mtn*p»m«. hi-lubt 9| tnrhn Paj**** Indians, Pima nn»!f Arizona 
ml no CSill Field Columbian Museum 

flu four niarLid tidies receive the following names \hs old 
woman ku h old man hotisjnk made hlach , m 10 k ju ool (mcreli 
a name) 

Thev* specimens wen coffecteif fi\ Or tt ,f SlcGeo and tTr William 
Dumiddie in 1804 Tlie following description is pnen b\ the col 
lectors under the name of wapttaikhgut 
This Is n gambling game much In vogue among tbe Popngo Indians Two con 
tcstiwts nsnnil} engage In tbe | lay though any munlx-r may enter tbe some 
game Before tbe guue [ roper begins there Is an Initiator} struggle between 
the two i lij era to gain |«>s session of the reeds. f icli of tbe coutestants takes 
n i air of reeds and holding tbem vertical]} with the opening up In one hand, 
rapidly passes the other In which n chtlacav te bean Is held o\ er the opening 
dropping It Into one of them when he considers tbe adversary sufficiently con 
fused, by the motion Each fills his reeds full of sand from a small heip col 
lected for the i urpose and throws them down before his opponent Each 
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chooses one of the other's prostrate reeds — the one thought to contain the bean. 
If IsJtli fall, or both succeed. lu finding the bean iu the same throw, the hiding 
operation Is repeated If one succeeds and the other falls, the four reeds go to 
the fortunate finder, and tlie game begins 

The possessor of all the reed* rejieats the shuffling of the bean oier their 
open tops, filling then* with sand, and throw tng them iu front of his antago- 
nist, who separate* them Into juirs, usually the "old 
people” and “ joong people," though U is not compulsory 
ho to pair them He uoxt oro>-'-es a pilr by placing one 
ntme the other at right angle*, selects one of the an 
oro**.«l reed* of the other pair — the one thought to con 
tain the beau — unit pours the sand from It If he succeeds 
In finding the bean In this reed, all the reeds Immediately 
go to him, and he in turn performs the operation Just 
described. bis opponent doing the guessing It he falls 
to do «i. the position of the reed containing the beans 
count* so many grain* of corn to the min who places the 
bom, the top-cro«Bed reed being north 10, the under 
crossed 0. and the single reed 4 

The counters, or grain* of corn, are first placed on one 
side, nil together, and each player draws Ins winnings 
from this pile, or bank, until It Is exhausted, then the 
exchange Is made directly from the winnings of the players until one or the 
other has lo«t alt his corn. The possessor of all the grain becomes the winner 
of the game. 

So long as the player attempting to name the reed containing the bean falls 
to do fco. Ill* opponent 1* winning and hold* possession of the reed*, repeating the 
«I»eratlon of placing the bean nad filling the reeds with band until the proper- 
reed Is /messed 



Fro 4® Par® go Indians playing hiding game, Arizona, from photograph by William Dinwiddle 


PiatA. Gila River reservation, Sacaton agency. Pinal county, Ari- 
zona. (Cat. no. 632S9, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four cane tubes (figure 4G6), G| inches in length, tops closed with 
natural joints, faces marked with transverse cuts, painted black, 
arranged differently to distinguish the tubes. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who gives the name of the game as 
wakpethgoodt. 



Fio VA Cane tubes for 
hiding game, length, 
"1 Inches Papago In- 
dians. Pima county, 
Arizona, cat no T4517, 
United States Na- 
tional M naenm 
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Puia Arizona (Cat no 21^043, United States ^National Museum 1 
Tour joints of reed (figure 407) engraved vnth marks, 8 l inches 
in length Tlie-e were collected In the late Dr Frank Russell, who 
de-cribes the gnme plated with them as follows • 

Vflj fltil Lay " 1 guessing game in which a number of players net ns assist 

ants to two leader*, k small bean » I- used 1 1 tl e Tapjgo and a ball of 1 lack 
jw-ijnife gum Iv Hie rjma It is placed in one ot 
pwr-* 1 . four joints of reed. The reeds are then filled with 
1 1 II I lr**l t “ sand, all being «s needed under a blanket, and the 

|j|l| L (v "I I ”[ opponents guess which reed contains the hall The 

.r.* M I ! fl*l I I reeds are called Tflprttakut “ laving implements. 

o 1 called bull old man " has 17 I oil’d tn 
S of S spots each. 

I Tl S I I XI { | Feed no fik< “old woman, is unmarked. 

1 1|| jj I | | I Fowl no a. hota stcofc “middle black has C long! 


mu 

Fic 4W. Cane tubes for 
hiding game length 6f 
inches Pirns Ind ian* 
Arizona cat no KCSe 
Field Colnmbian Mo 


Peed T 
dmal row 
Feed n 
Fowl n 
tudJaal rows. 

fteetl no -I mi a tec volt, has 'i rows n round the open 
end. 

One hun lred grains of corn are pi iced )>e tween the 
1 lasers in a hole from which it is taken ns won and 
plared in a bole In front of each player When a 
plaver wins all the corn he puts up a stick In the 
san I The number of the sticks may be from 1 to 10 
as determined tief re hand. Each l layer cancels one 
of his opponent s sticks when he wins one lilm.-elf 
Two platers confine their attention to the guessing one on each si le fills the 
reeds one on each side watches the counting lour men. one at each comer 
hold the blanket under which the filling Is doDe and sometime- offer suggestions 
to the leaders. The “ old people the plain and the marked reeds art. kej t to- 
gether and t be young people are used ly the opponents When the two pairs 
are filled with sand and a bean or ball Is concealed in each pair the blanket 
is dropped and the reeds are hud in the renter path filler 
handing his pair over to the «ide of his opponent If J 
guesses wrong aqd B right tbev exchange reeds nnj Iiegiu 
again. If both guess right there is no count When one 
guesses right he take* the four reeds and places his ball in 
one and the opponent then decides which pair It Is In by lay 
mg one reed across the other in the pair which he thinks 
does not contain it Then he p< urs out th sand of first one 
then the other If he has gues--ed right he does not score 
but continues the l lay by filling and offering to his op 
ponent If he guC-ses wrong the opponent scores 4 an 1 6 
additional if the l all is In the under reed 10 If It Is In the 


Flo VT Tubes for 
hiding e«m<r Pi- 
lous r»t 

.I States ***- 


iii per 

Cheating Is done in various ways l>ot there is reason to believe that this prac- 
tice has arisen «jnce they have come In contact with the whites. 

Zcaqce. RioFuerte ‘■nnaloa Mexico 
Mr C V Hartman informs me that a gne^smg game is played by 


dbllicoti by the 
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these Indians on the mer banks in conical sand heaps which they 
form for the purpose. 

It Is a game with four hollow pieces of reed and a bean [figure -ICS], el juego 
de cafiulos y ehilleote The four hollow reed pieces are filled with s»jd. and in 
one of these the red chlIaea>ote bean Is hidden. The four reeds are then placed 
In the sand heap and guesses are made for the bean 
But the reeds are also marked with numbers that 
are counted and lure tlielr value for the players 
When a game is finished, the party who bare lost 
hare to sing the song of this game, w bile the win 
ners fill the reeds anew with sand and hide the Fio 468. chUaenyote beans for 
bean The song begins " Wa' ha tft’ na-hl'-a, sa-nn’ hidmggame. Zaaqnelndmns, 
nn un-j’i ” The bean is of n small tree. Erythi in a Smsioa, Mexico 

coral lot lie (D C ), and has the peculiar propertr. as’ a Tnrnhuniaie Indian 
showed me, of becoming burning hot if rubbed only for a second against a some- 
what rough stone. The bean is |>olsoDons and Is used by the Tarahumnre for 
poisoning dogs, etc. 

SHOSHONEAN STOCK 



IIopi. Wnlpi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 166715, United States National 

Jlu&enm.) 

Set of four unpainted cottonwood cylinders (figure 4G9), 6 inclies in 
height and 2J inches in diameter, with cylindrical opening at 
one end, 1$ inclies deep and 1 inch in diameter; marked with 
burned lines, and having a down feather stud: m the top of 
each, m^how n in figure 4C9. Collected by Mr Janies Mooney in 
1892. 



Arizona. (Cat. no 21828, Fiee Museum of Science and Art, 

University of Pennsylvania.) 

Four cottonwood cups, 2 inches in diameter and 3 J inches in height, 
with rounded tops, and marked with burnt lines, having conical 
holes 1$ inches in diameter and 1} inches in depth in the bottom, 
one cup having an additional mark, as shown in figure 470. 
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Collected by Mr Thomas V Keam, of Kearns can} on \rizona, 
who furnished the following account 
"Name of tubes slio-se-yah name of game sbo-sho-lukin Ttie game consists 
of 10 points It I* played dur dg tbe winter month of January In the Mvas 
(estufas) by two or more individuals When tbe tubes are being placed over 
the object they are h ddeu from tbe view of tbe contesting partj by a blanket 
V small round sandstone pel ble Is the ol ject u«etL It Is placed under one of 
the tubes and the contesting side calls out tbe figure marked on tbe tube under 
which tbe pebble Is supposed to le and at the same time lifts tbe tube If It 
expo es tbe peblle and is done with the right hand It counts 2 points if done 
with the left It counts 1 Should he turn three and not find the pel ble it 
counts 1 against him When the 10 points are won by the outs they take tbe 
stake and i^ume control of tbe game which Is sometimes prolonged during 
tbe night 

lion AValpi Arizona (Cat no 4188a United States National 
Mu nun ) 

Set of four wooden cylinders 3} inches m length and 2 inches m 
diameter, with hemi’phencal opening three fourths of an inch 
deep and 1 inch in diameter, marked with bands of white paint 
Collected bj Col James Stevenson in 18S1 

Malpi, Vrizona (Cat no oo380 Field Columbian Mn-eum ) 

Four cone shaped cottonwood cups niches m height, with rounded 
tops marked with burned bands and symbolic designs ns shown 
in figure 471 Thev are an ancient *et and came from the Pow 
amu altar Collected bv Dr George 4 Dor=ej • 
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Fig 4T Wooden tubes for h ding p 


Oraibi Arizona (Cat no 2 7 aa0 United States National 

Museum ) 

Set of four un painted wooden cylinders (figures 472— 17a) f inches 
m height and 2J inches m diameter o ith henn=phencal charred 
opening at one end «even-eighths of an inch deep and 1$ inches 
m diameter Collected bv Maj J TV Powell in 187C 
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Set of four cottonwood cylinder* (figure 477) new and unpunted 
two of them 3 inches high and IA it chcs in diameter, anil two 2$ 
inches high and \ \ indies in diametir 
All hare deep conical orifices at the bottom and Ime tops carved 
with heads representing ma Is the hojem i hatcin i Thc\ were 
collected b\ Itei II It A oth who gaic the following description 



Fio I 1 Wooden tat** for hiding bright*. 3 unit 3| Inchr*. II >p! Ind jn«. OniU, Arl 

Iona ent t>» CMA rw>! Colombian Ma«<-uni 

although this Is prlnc pally a woman a gam n en occastni illy take part In It 
The four woollen obj -ds are Iiotlow at tl e « n 1 w 1 Icb Is set In the grout d The 
form of the wpiter end differs In different Rt* so uetln -s It rej regents tie 
Hop) terraced cloud symbol sometimes that of a i articular knt Ina mask as It 
the present example an 1 sometimes pjth f tl e four 1 1 *hs In i set MJ redouts 



a ft fferent hateica In playing two oj posing s d« are chosen each of which 
may consist of several members. The blocks are then placed on the floor and 
a small ball, a bean or situ tar object I* h dden in a dexterous manner under 
one of the block Tl e opposite side a then challenged to guess the block 
under which the object is hidden If a correct guess i made, the guess t g side 



HIDDEX-BALL GAME : HOPI 


361 


plays ; If not, the other side a pa in bides the object, and so on. The object in the 
guue, as well as the details In playing it. have not yet been studied 

Hopi. Oraibi. Arizona. (Cat. no. 38614, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Four cottonwood cylinders (figure 478). with carved tops, two alike, 
with cloud terrace at top painted red, the body of the cylinder 
being blue; and two with a kind of inverted cone at top painted 
blue, the body being red; height, 44 inches; accompanied bv 
fifty counting sticks. Collected by the writer in 1901. 

The game, bakshiwu. is played by women A ball, pillata. nodule. Is hidden 
under one of the four cups, anil the object Is to guess under which it is con- 
cealed. The game Is counted with fifty sticks, mori, beans In guessing the 
cup Is knocked down with the hand, and the game proceeds in rhythm with a 
song The cups with the cloud terrace at top are called Uopacliakitaka, head- 
dress man, and the others with inserted cones like flowers, flute blossom 

'VTalpi, Arizona. (Cat. no. C8S74, United States National 

Museum.) 

Set of four cottonwood cylindeis (figure 479), two surmounted with 
cloud terrace symbols, 2} and 3} inches in height, and two plain, 
formerly with a projection at the top that has been cut off, 2$ 
inches in height. Collected by Col. Janies Stevenson. 



FlO 119. Wooden tnl*-s for hiding game heights. 2j nnd 31 Inches, Hopi Indians, Walpi Ari- 
zona, cat no 6=874. United States National Museum 

Arizona. 

Dr J. Walter Fewkes writes as follows in a personal letter:® 
Although I bare not given special attention to the Hopi games. I was able to 
make a few observations on a cup game wbicb the Tewa of llano call penici ; 
the Walpi, coeotnkwl. Dnrlng the month PamUyawO. or January and part of 
February, 1900. it was played almost constantly, both in and out of the kivas, 
in the three towns on the East mesa The cones used had larious markings, 
and those at llano had bands called by the follow Ing names [figure 4S0J • a. with 
three bands on, poyopenl b. with two bands wihlpem : c. with one band around 
top, kepenl; tf. with one median band, penopem The game was played for sev- 
eral consecutive days in the plaza of Siebomm i by women of different clans, 
the two sides — one from Hano, the other from Slehomovi — standing opposite 
each other or seated, as the case may be Both parties had a wooden dram, 
and the party having the cones sang vigorously and beat their drums with great 


• July, 1902. 
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glee 1 he party not bolding cones were silent. The cones were arranged In a row 
a» sliow u In the figure 14S1} "When the stone or marble wm placed under one of 
the cones, all the members of the party owning the cones crowded about them 
and held vp their blankets to prerent the opposite side seeing trader which 
cone the stone was placed. Certain mysterious 
passes were made when the stone was placed 
below the cone The women then seated them 
selves In n row and Invited their opponents to 
play or to find the stone concealed under one 
of the cones. The party then sang loudly and 
n man beat the drum ns the representative of 
the opposite party advanced to lift the cone 
under wblcli he supposed the stone was hidden. 
There were loud Jeers and much bantering bach and forth. Beta were made 
on the gnme and it became very exciting nt times lasting the whole afternoon. 
The details of winning were not noted hut If the one of the opposite party 
uncovered the stone nt the first trinl the cones went to the party to which he 
belonged The winners then «et up the cones sang songs and beat their drum 
ns their opponents before them had done when they held the cones Figure 
I-tSll shows the members of one side with the cones before them and the drum 
mer on one side made front a group In the plaza, January 12 JDOO 
Cocotukwl was placed m the Wnlpl Kirns almost continuously from Jinuary 
12 to Eebrunry 3, after I'owamQ began. It was not noted, and It was said to be 



Fig i 1 *) Tabes for hiding gmne 
Tews Indians, Unno, Arizona 
from sketch by Dr J Walter 
Fewken. 



Fio 4*1 Plaza eoeotulrwl at Blehomort, Arizona from photograph by Dr J Walter Pewkw. 

« game of PumnjanO — January mooti It always took place nt night never In 
two klvas on the same night and followed tn rotation from the Mofiklrn to tbe 
MKIra Tbe it en gathered first In the klva and the women cante to tbe hatch 
and called down to those within that they wnntyil flrexcood. The moti replied 
“Come down and gaititle f*r It nt cocotnkwL" In the klva rocs tukwl mm Bn I 
women were on opposite *1 tes. If the men lost they had to “get firewood - tot 
1 did not lear what would lie the penalty If tbe women tost. I followed the 
game one night < January 12) In the Mofiklra After all were seated Kakaptf 
chief of the Paul clan brought lu a bag of sand and enijtled It before the 
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fireplace. He took a stick and In a field of this sand which had been carefully 
spread on the floor made a rectangular figure, across n huh lie drew a nair of 
lines making a central rectangle, on each side of which he made fire parallel 
grooves [figure 4S2J. In the smaller central rectangle he made, unknown to 
me, cabalistic figures, tracing them In the sand, laughingly referring to their 
names ns he did so. the asaeuiQrd Dtavers joking with him or making sugges- 
tions. In couutlng. two short tw ig/K? t/^lged, and these were advanced from 
, one to the other of these sand grooies In muclrthe same way that sticks are 
used In pnchtli « Each side had a stick aud Kakaptf kept account The mode 
of counting, as I remember, icsembled that of pacbtli The sticks were nd- 
ranced as one side or the other won When the party which uncovered the 
stone did not expose it after two trials it 
remained with the side which held the g„ 
cones; to uucoxer at the first trial 
counted more tbno at the second at > ■ * • a~o 
tempt Different cones seemed to have 
different values. The coues used were 
not marked like those at llano, but w ere 
of wood and of about the same shape. nc 

There was the same singing, shouting, 
and laughter ns In the plaza gune 

I have found one of these cones made |) | 

of lava stone In one of the Little Colo 08 ««*«» 

r.ulo ruins, and Dr Frank Itussell has _ . ,, 

v . , , . . , , , , .. Fio. CS3 Plan ot tav» hiding game Hopl 

«lo«n me nuotber elilcb l,e fomi.l In the an*,,., , r “ 

Gtla region I belies e that some of the p r J Walter Few ke* 
small stone marbles found In the ruins 

Ind to do with this game To relieve the monotony of the long vigils in the 
klvas between the ceremonies I have sometimes played an informal game of 
cocotukwl with some youth who was there, picking up the cones from the ban 
quette and trying to see how many times each of us could uncover the stone 
In the sime number of trials Once or twice I haie seen young men play a 
private game of cocotukw i In this w ay. but not often 


Mr A. M. Stephen in an unpublished manuscript gives the Hopi 
name of a game played w ith a stone nodule concealed under one of 
four cups as socotukuya and again as socutukiyunwnli : 

The game Is played by two parties of grow n persons, each usually composed 
■of a large number seated and facing each other a short distance apart. The 
Implements used are four cjllndrlc wooden cups somewhat resembling large 
•diceboxes, a small atone nodule, and a stout wooden club After tossing a 
corn husk or a leaf with a blackened side to decide which shall begin, the party 
which wins the toss set the four cups in a line Jn front of their gioup and 
conceal them from the opposite side by bolding a blanket up ns a screen and 
then they hide the nodule under one of the cups The blanket being withdrawn, 
u person from the challenged aide walks across nDd takes the club in bis hand, 
and after much deliberation turns over one of the cups with the club If 
the nodule i« not exposed, he turns over another, and the nodule not being 
found, the crisis of his play is reached, for the object Is to uncover the nodule 
at the third attempt If then found, bis party scores a count, and they take 
the implements to their side, and conceal the nodule as the first party had 
done If, however, the player uncovers the nodule before, or fails to find It 


game, corresponding to patollt. 
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at his third attempt the challenging partv scores a count and again repeats 
the concealment The concealing or challenging side continue to sing vigor 
ously as long as they continue to grain ceasing only when ther lose when the 
other side tikes up the songs. These are very numerous and of special Interest 
as they are whollv of a mvthologic character 

SIOUVN STOCK 

Dakota (Oclata) Pme Pidpe reservation, South Dakota (Cat 
no 22114 to 2211C, Free Museum of Science and Vrt Uni 
t er=itv of Penn^l vama ) 

A piece of shaved horn (figure 483), neirlv round, throe eightlis of 
an inch m diameter and If inches in length, two sharpened 
sticks of cedar (figure 434), one light and one dark H inches 
in length, bundle of twelve connting -tick.-, (figure 4S5) cuwin 
jaw a, peeled saplings, painted red 15 inches in length 



rur *». 


Fio «“a. nidinir born for m xwln v»nK length, 1| inches OgUla Irakotn Indians. Fine RM«** 
iwrrntloti, Srath Dakota c»t- no Still Free ifowum of Pclen -e and Art, rolrrr-aty of 
Pennsylvknta. 

Flo IH Pointing sticks far monssin (u» length S* Inches OglaU Dakota In ilia ns. Pine 
Pl<t 2 s rr**rT«tion South Dakota cat do 2ftl5. Frco Sl«*mtn of gdcnmuid .Art Cnlri-nilty 

Flo ♦*>. Counting nicks for morcasra name Ictnftk D inches Oglala Dak la Indians. Pin* 
IMniMnili n booth Dakota cat no Stll*. Free Museum dt Selene- and Art Iqiccr'dty 
uf Pnmyltina 

These objects ire de-enbed hr the collector Mr I»ius la Meeker,* 
as implements n-od in tht guessing giine hinpnpccu i i mocca hi 
game 

\ fmill t«il of liorn [figure •ls.ll la contvileil in < no or ilie other of < r>e 
phyer* hin 1« noil the other player gnis-ei which hand or the same otjoct 
it concealed In one of two ttine or ti nr mocraslna. on 1 the otl» r i layer 
guesses tiblrb one contain* the born, should l»e hive doubt*, he can draw the 
game by guessing which does not contain It nml guess on the remilolng two 
for o chance for the next j lay 

Twt nbnvened Mkk* of ceilir cuwinjawa (flgun 4x»] one if the light 
Kipnood the other of dark heartwood. are held ly the guesscr the ugh but one 
I* his. If he uss bis own In full a mo«u*In toward him he meina tbit the 
object concealed la In It. If be u«e« bis jartnera stick he pn«be* the oljeet 


• ntilila Csbjcs. Bulletin of th» Fn* Slusiin t Mens »J \rt » 3 |v 23 Ilill* 
drift la 1 >J 1 
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from him. Indicating that the object Is not concealed In that moccasin The 
counter* are sticks l figure 4%J, sometimes used to play odd or even 

Recently this game became so popular upon the Tine Ridge agency that It was 
necessary to prohibit it entirely 

The moccasin player observes certain physiognomical signs which he regards 
sis Indicating ninth of the moctasins contains the bit of born or " bullet." The 
Ogilnla dialect contains a long list of words like our smile, sneer squint, 
frown, etc., applied to the twitching of the muscles of the limbs ns well as to 
those of the face. It Is said that English will not express nil or even the 
greater part of the«e terms. They seem to have arisen from the necessities 
of the game. 

Dakota (Santee). Minnesota. 

Mr Philander Prescott describes the game in Schoolcraft" as 
follows: 

The play of moccasins is practiced by the men, and large bets are made. In 
this game they take sides one partv pliying aeainst the other One side will 
slog, whilst one man of the other |>arty hides the ball m a moccasin. 

There are three moccasins used for the purpose The man takes thy ball or 
stick between bis thumb and forefinger, anil slips It from one moccasin to another 
several times, and leaves It in one of them and then stops, something like tlilm- 
Me-p'flj The part} that have been Binging have to guess In u bleb moccasin the 
ball Is; for which purpose one man Is chosen If he guesses where the ball Is 
the first time, he loses Should the ball not be (n the moccasin that he guesses 
the fic*t time, be can try again He has now two moccasins for a choice. He 
has now to gue*s which one the ball is in If he Is successful, he wms if not, 
he lo«es. So they have only one chance In two of winning When one side 
loses, the other side give up the moccasins to the other party to try their luck 
awhile at hidwc the ball They have no high numbers in the g^mes. 

Rev. E. D. Neill 6 says: 

Ooe of their games is like "Hunt the Slipper:" a bullet or plum stone is 
placed by one party in one of four moccasins or mittens and sought for by the 
opposite. 

Riggs * gives the following definition: 

Ha^'-pa-a pe, hay'pa-n-pe-don pi — a game in which a ballet is hid in one of 
four moccasins or mittens, and sought for by the opposite party , ban' pa, moc- 
casins. 

Iowa. Missouri. 

George Catlin d describes the game as follows: 

Ing kee-ko-kee (Game of tbe Moccasin) 

■■ Take care of you re elf — shoot well, or yon lose 
Ton warned me, but see * I have defeated you * 

I am one of tbe Great Spirits children. 

Wa konda lam' I am VYa kouda ' ' 

This song is sung in this curious and most exciting, as well as fascinating 
game, which is played by two, or four, or six— seated on tbe ground iu a circle, 

« Information respecting tbe History, Condition, and Prospects of tbe Indian Tribes of 
the United States, pt 4. p 64, Philadelphia, 1*54 

‘Dakota Land and Dakota Life (1*53) Minnesota Historical Collections, v 1, p 2S0, 

St Paul, 1873 

« Dakota English Dictionary Contributions to North American 
Washington, 1800 

<Tbe George Catlin Indian Gallery, p 151. Washington. 18*6 


Ethnology, v 7, p 124, 
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with three or four moccn«lns lying on tlie ground « hen out lifts mcIi m iceasln 
In turn nnl suldenly dirts his right hanl under oath drilling n little stone 
the size of a b-izelnut unler one i f the numslw hiving Ids adversary to hit 
t,n one or 11 e other an 1 to take tl » o unttr nml tl e chance If he chooses the 
one nnder width the stone Is dropped. This Is j<erJnjn one of the silliest 
In king gntnes to thespeitnt r tut It nil goes to mnslc and In perfect time and 
i ften for hours together without Intermission and forms cue of the principal 
gambling g tines of these gambling peo] le 

Omaha Nebraska 

Ret J Owen Dorset • describes the following «nme 

I** Utl* Hitting the stone Is a game played at night Nometlnes there are 
twenty thirty <r forty I layers on each si le Four moccasins are placed In a 
row and a member of one party « vers them j uttlng In oi i of tliein some small 
ol t lint ean heensll} conceited. Ttien he says. M t owe' hit the moccasin In 
which you think it |s.~ Th n m e of IIm o| poslte si le N chosen to hit tl e moo 
cusln He arises examines ill an I hits one «lw>ul 1 It It emj ty tiny say. 

Qlngf*. 1st It Is wanting He throws It fir aside an 1 forfeits his stakes. 
Three mocta«las remain for the rest of h* friends to try on 1 1 one of them 

hit the right one (u«ki*ski* utl* *« r ukn»*ka utl* ) he wins the stakes, and 
his side li is the I rlvllege of hh!ln„ the ol Ject In the moccasin. He who hits the 
right moccasin can hit igaln an l ngnlu until he misses. Sometln es It Is deter 
mined to change the rule for winning nnl then the puc>.ser alms to arol 1 the 
right mceeasln the first time lut t» hit It when he makes the seeon 1 trial 
Nbould he hit the right one the first time he loses his stakes if he hits the 
right one when be bits the seeonrt moccasin he wins, nu 1 bis si le his the right 
to hide the object. They I lav till one side or the other has won all the sticks 
or stakes Sometimes there nro players "hi win lick what they hare lost 
ne who takes the right moccasin wins four sticks, or anr other number which 
may It fixed upon by previous agreement 

Eight sticks win i blanket four win leggings one hundred sticks n full 
grown horse sixty sticks n colt ten sticks, a gun one an arrow four a 
knlfeor a pound of tobacco two hilf i ponn lof tobacco Buffalo rolies (meha), 
otter skins, and bearer 6klus ore eicb equal to eight sticks Sometimes they 
stake moccasins. 

When one pi tyer w us ill his party yell Tlie meu of each party sit In a row 
fac Dg tl elr oppot ent«. and the moccasins are placed between them. 

Mr Francis La FIe«che described the same game to the writer under 
tlie name of l u teh stnl e the stone 

Four men play two against two sitting on the ground ils-flvis and using 
four moccasins and two balls of buffalo hair about half an Inch In diameter 
One side hides and the opponents guess the hlders singing songs of which there 
are several The game is also played with the hands by four players one of 
whom tosses the ball from one hand to the other 
Winnebago M i scons m 

Mr Reuben G Thwntes 4 cites the following account, from an 
interview with Moaea Paquette 

The moccasin game is the chief one It somewhat resemtles three-card 
monte except that I do not think there is any cheating about it The players 

* Omaha Sociology Third Annul! Iteport of the Bureau of Ethnology p 339 1SS4 
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sqmt on the ground in two grouiw facing each other: any number may be on a 
side — one or a dozen — and the sides need not be equal in number* On the 
ground between the two groujK four moccasins are placed in a row The leader 
of the bide th it h is the “ deal," so to s|>eah. takes a small liead in his right hand 
and deftly elides the band under each moccasin in turn, pretending to lea\e the 
bead under each one of them, lie dually does leave the bead under one, and 
the leader of the opposition side, watching him closely, is to gue-s which moc- 
casin covers the bead The opposition leader then takes a slender stick and 
lifts up and throws off the three moccasins, under which he thinks nothing has 
been left, leaving the one under which lie guesses the head has been left 
Should the head tie discovered under one of three which he throw s off. then he 
loses 4 points for his aide; should he he correct in his guess, anil the bead 
found tinder the one moccasin left he gams 4 for bis side. Ten small 
twigs or chips are conveniently at hand, and as each side wins at a play, the 
leader takes 4 from the pile When the ten are ail taken, by either or both 
sides, the game Is ended, the side Immg the most sticks being the winner 
Usually five such games are played, the side getting the greater number taking 
the stakes, which are commontj goods— although once in a while they gamble 
for money 


TAJ. OAK STOCK 

Tew I lnuo. Arizona. 

Mr A. M. Stephen in his unpublished manuscript gives the Tewa 
name of the game with a stone nodule con- 
cealed under one of four cups ns tibi elna, 
tibi meaning game. 

Nnmbe, New Mexico (Cat. no. 

1T775, Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

Four wooden tubes, 8 inches in height and 
1J inches in diameter, marked with 
lines as shown in figure 4%. 

These were collected by Mr L. M. Lainp- 
son, who describes them as employed in 
the game of angca, or Canute. 0 played by 
two parties, each composed of any number 
of players. 

To begin the game two of the cup*, in one of 
jioseum which .1 nail is placed, are laid down with the 

open ends covered A player from one side chooses a cup. and if the nail Is in 
the first one chosen the cups go to his side The object of each party of players 
ts to secure and keep the ca nates as tong as possible 

A bow! coutnlmng one hundred and four beans is placed in charge of two 
men, who act os cashiers for their resiieetlve sides Two heaps of earth are 
placed in a room at opposite sides and surrounded by the members of the 
opposing parties A player fiom the side which is in possession of the cups, 
with his arms concealed under a blanket, places the nail in one of them and 
covers the open ends of all of them with earth. 

A player comes over from the other side and endeavors to select at bis third 
choice the cup In which the nail Is bidden, with the following result' If found 
In the first cup taken up. the cashier for his part} must pay to the opposing 
• Spanish enfluto. part of a cane from knot to knot 



o 

Flo t?C Wooden tubeslorhidraf 
game height, 8 inches Tewt 
Indian-s Nam be New Mealco 
cat no 17775, Field Colombiai 
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party s cashier 10 beans If In the second 0 beans If In the fourth -1 beans 
hut If In tho third tho plnyir returns to Ills onn si le with tl e cups whltli are 
retained by bis part) nntll they nre w< n from them In the itnntier described 

The enshten* on twth sides i ay tl e 10 P or 4 Ijcius w lilclt nmj lie lost by their 
players An ling the nail In any cup Int the third one from the common pool 
until the otic bunlrcd nnl four Unns lave been exlanstrd after which they 
must pay fr mi their winnings until one si le or the other ol talus the whole 
mini tier md thereby wins the game which I* usually piiyod for a stale 

The cu(]s nre nanus) Individually arcs r ling to the m irking on the ends as 
follows 

I (me It two -f- nuilnto cindml> girded 

These names do not signify different values but nre used In tlje songs which 
tl e party iu possession of the cut* sing during the t ime 
Tnt v Santa Clara, New Mexico {Cat no 17C70G United States 
National Museum ) 

Four hollow cylinders of wood closed at one end, 9J inches long and 
1J inches in diameter, with nn internal bore of eleun sixteenths 
of an inch Thej arc m irked b\ burning with the designs 
shown in figure 487 The closed ends nit also dilTcrenth 
marked, as in the figure Tliej art accompanied with a small, 
round, unpainted Mich 2i iiiclies in length 
Another =et in the Tnc Museum of Science and Art of the Umver 
sitt of Pennsj h ania (cat no 2l6So) ire 11 inches in length and 
1| inches m diameter, and are simihih niaiked {figure 488) 
The stick accompaming them 2J inches in length, varies in be 
ing painted with 1 ands of the colors green red, black, yellow, 
gicen yellow black red green 

Mr Thomas S Do7icr of Espafioli, New Mexico, who collected 
both the above mentioned sets writes in reference to tlie latter that it 
was made for him by an Indian He was unable to purchase old sets, 
because the Mexicans and Indians who own them place an excessive 
value on them from superstitious motives Mr Dozier form hed the 
following account of the game 

Cauute is a w Inter game and is played usually nt night and within doors. 
The Implements are the four hollow tubes of wood, the small stick which parses 
readily In and out of tl e hollow tubes a large tup boldll g an agreed number 
of groins of corn beans or pea* and two smatl cup* held by opposing players 
which are empty when the gJi e I eglns 

Two small heaps of loo'-e drv earth perhaps half n bushel each are erected 
at each end of the room about nblth the opposing bettors sit or stand The 
small stick is inserted secretly in one of the tube* and then all are burled In 
that pile of dirt which belongs to the side secreting the stick \ i layer from 
the opposing side Is then chosen by bis s de to draw the sticks. Xhe counts are 
as follows If the stick is found in the first tube drawn 10 grains are taken 
from the large cup and placed In the cup of the side drawing the tubes if found 
vn the second tube C grains and if found in the fourth tube, 4 grains are 
taken but If the stick be found in the third tube then the tubes are taken to 
the opposite pile of dirt where the opposing side will bury the tube* and the 
<>tl ers must draw Thus the tubes are moved from ODe side to the other as 
the sides are lucky or unlucky The players bidiDg the stick are supposed to 
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Itiro the advantage Tliere is no count when the tubes are changed hi draw 
lu,i the tulies. Miinetlmcs tlie timer announces h!s t boice liefore lie dnws In 
this case he nntioumvs that the stick, will be found In such and sueh a tube. 
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Fig 438 


Flo 4ST Wooden tubes for biding game height, 91 Inches Tew* Indians, Santa Clam, New 
Mexico, r»L no I7STW, United States National Museum 
Fio.fss Wooden tube* for hiding game height, 11 inches Tewa Indians, Santa Clara, New 
Mexico, cat. no SI VS, Free Mnsenm of Science and Art. Universlt y of Pennsylvania 


naming tlie tul<e The names of the tubes, which are distinguished by their 
markings, n re pin-do-f* (pm-diVtsI-hl). Spanish clncbndo, girthed, sen do'. Sp 


\ lejo, old , wi-pl\ S|* uno. one; we'-gl Sp i 
game, the draws and counts proceeding always 
in accordance with the rules given This ac- 
couut might I** proiongeil greatly by the relation 
of mere incidents, Mich as tlie singing, the hiding 
of the stick, tome peculiar ceremonies antecedent 
to, and some folloXi Ing after, the gune This N 
undoubtedly an Inrttm game, though It can not 
bare originated among the Tewan pueblos. It is 
Luown among them as Canute, a Dime certainly 
coming from the Sp intsb enua. a reed This same 
Dame obtains among the Utes and Apaches, tribes 
closely associated u ith the Pueblos The Santa 
Claras sometimes call the game kd tu' wa-e-pfe. 
meaning the Inclosed ar'shut up (tapado) stick 
It does not mean exactly "the hidden stick ’ 
Ka ku-w il means to inclose, shut up. Spanish 
tapar. This is a mere designation, however np 
propriate it may sound, there being other desig 
nations of a like appropriate nature among 
other Tewan pueblos and, for that matter, 
among the Santa Claras themselves. 


This is only an incident in the 
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0®©® 
rio 4S9 Wooden tubes for hiding 
game height, 61 inches. Tigua 
Indians, Taos, New Mexico- 
cat. no 21503, Free Muaeom of 
Science and Art. University of 

Psnnaylvania 


Tigua. Taos, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 21593, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania. ) 

Four hollow cylinders of wood closed at one end, G§ inches in height 
and 13 inches, in diameter, with an internal hore of three-eighths 
of an inch ; marked, by burning, with the designs shown in fig- 
ure 489. 

24 ETU — 05 Si 24 
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The closed ends nn> nlst diflt rvntly marked Except /or the ili/rlit 
inriutinns in tlie markings tlun are identical with the prt ceding *ets 
from Santa Clim T In \ an dot rilied l*\ the collet tor ami donor, 
Dr T. I*. Martin, of Taos. as n-ed m the game of Canute 
the Mlik* In ttie mime <tiI< r it* lie insisting ohh receive tin fillouliit; 
unites tlnrhow (cwlkxjnlnt frr rtarlin I >). girthed, mul-iii (mutaio*, tnwnj , 
linn one it w Inn 

Tin object concealed In n atlrk or sometime* n nail \n In llin met 

tin four sticks amt i taring Hum umt«r li!« blanket corns at* ttie mull utlcU (n 
one ot tilt ojutilnct tie tt» n wltblrnw* tl*ru uni laj* Mum on Hu emu ml 
wllti tilt ei'cnlriKt elltw r Imrlist In n | lie of dirt or jwitnteil toward him \n 
ein>ot*lti^ / lijcr who sltx < ({amlti Hie mu wh > court'd* tlw ihjcet Itieii t Ihki-u^ 
one If lie fuletix the mlie on Id* right ami It contains Hie oljeet, Itr j>ay* the 
oi ili r 10 grain* of com I* ids. c r wli tlen r tlio gntne It i taysd f >r I f hi tw hs t* 
the Minn 1 nml It rontnlli* tin objist In | fljs 6 to ll»e dealt r If he aelisla tin 
chltn li >\\ nml It nmlilm Hie nbjisl, the <1< nter imv* him 1 If he select* the tiiu 
lata nml tints tin ohjeet Ik* lilw nj» tin* slick* and tuiwniii the dealer. tl» 
lormir dcultr ttsoime* the player nml Hu pine iixitlnora 

MAKAMIW STOCK 

Kwakhti- Vancomer i-lind, British Columbia 
I)r I rmr Bo is* do-cril*-. a parm called moko i • 

Thin same wan Introduced from ttie N milk a It la jlajtil U tween tribe*. 
An object l» given to a metnlwr of one tribe who tilde* It Then four member* 
of another tribe mail fruexs wtiere It K They ore nllownl to guess four time*. 
If they nits* ivery time tliey hive hi*L This game I* I liycd for viry high 
■taken. 

YX MAN STOCK 

Maiucopa Arizona (Cat no 2023. Brooklyn Institute Museum ) 
Four tine tubes *)J indits in length with clos'd joint at one tnd, cut 
and punted (figim and smiU wooden ball pnmtul black 



Fla 400 Cane tube* for hiding game length, S| Inches Maricopn Indians, Arizona cat, no 
«S{. Brooklyn Institute Museum 


• Sixth Iteport on the Indians of British Columbia. Report of the Sixty-sixth Meeting of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science p. 578 London -18*16. 
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Collected in lOftt by Mr Ixjuis L. Meeker, who describes this game 
under the name of tn-thuMi * 

Tlie speckled reed is catted kotn nks. old man. and the blank reed, ako-ash, 
cit<l woman. The reed marke<t In the center Is called tok gum-yorsb, and the 
one marked at the end (mouth marks) liija qutmyorsb. The hall Is called 
tie hatch, pet or lire stock. 

The ball Is concealed in one ot the reeds, and the opponent endcators to 
guess in which one it is bidden If he falls, the other player Bhows which 
contains the ball, and the original giie«<ter tries once again 

Mr Meeker describes a similar game as follows: 

Cli alh, stick In sand A stick Is concealed In one of four heaps of sand 
or dust, and the opponent, who has absented himself, returns and guesses which 
heap contains the stick 

NValapai. 'NVjtlap.tt rP'Crvation, Anzonn. (Cat. no. G3210, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

, Implements (figure 491) for the game of nnwfa. consisting of a ball 
and counting sticks. 

Collected by Sir Henry P. Ewing, who furnished the following 
account of the game: 

The game of tiaw fa is played with sixteen Btems of the soap weed, or 
Spanish bayonet (Went Itlamen(osa), cut lu equal lengths and tied loosely 



Fit. <*U Hiding tall »nd counting sticks, diameterof ball, 21 inches, length of sticks , 181 Inches, 
Walnpni Indiana, Arizona, cot no €3210. Field Columbian Museum 

together with .l wisp of fibers of tbe same plant and a small ball cut out of 
the root of the same plant_ called me-nat ka-ta u ta-ga, 6hort yucca, me-nat 
being the Walapai name for the Spanish bayonet, and the katantaga meaning 
short, little The stems serve ns counters and are called sa hu-na ga. 

To play the game, two persons or two Bides select n place where the soil is 
soft and sandy and dig up with a 6tlck or the hands two trenches or holes 
about 3 or 4 feet long and about 0 or 8 inches derp and a foot wide The 
loo c e soli or sand is left In the trench, and one of the players takes the ball, 
while the bundle ol counters is plaeed betw een tbe tw o trenches on the ground. 
The player with the ball tales It in his left hand and buries it, band nDd all, 
in the loose sand at one end ; then be draws his hand back, at tbe same time 
piling the sand over the buried band with the other. lie gradually withdraws 
tbe hand to the far end of the trench, all the time pilmg up the sand over the 
trench. When he has withdrawn the hand from tbe trench the ball Is missing, 
be having hid It somewhere in tbe loo«e earth ne divides tbe earth In the 
ditch Into four piles by piling it up with his hands One of his opponents now 
runs his him! Into one of the pile* If he finds the ball there, he takes it and 
hides it In his trench. If he misses, sometimes the hlder will say • " Sik a yu 
eba" — guess again Of course there are but three chances against him this 
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time while liefore there were four and he nearly always guesses again when 
allowed to If he nite.sc* hit gues-s the hitler takes one of tin counters anti 
puts It In his pile and hides the bill again. After playing a while the emitters 
are usuilly In possession of the two sets of pltjers and when thiri are no 
more counters III the 1 uudie the m ill who nihsM his guess tms to gh e one out 
of his pile to his opionents. Whin the counters are nil In me pile the game 
Ls won There is much merriment Indulged in while j layln„ the game V 
hjstander will sometime* ru h In put his hand In the Irenth and is the 
goe«str stands undecided which pile t> guess, will mt Here it Is in this 
pile I nui not lying hut the warj guesver s* Horn l>elitves him *> jmetlnies 
the bider will tell the gue^-er what pile It Is in he maj (ell him right or 
wrong This gime is tlie J*ailar game of the tribe noil Is ulwnvs a source of 
great amusement and when I>c|r b piayeil always attracts a crowd of onlookers, 
who laugh and Joke the pi lycrs conilnuaUv 

ZUVUN STOCK 

Ztrrn Zuni, New Mexico (United States National Museum ) 

Cat. no 0408 Set of four wooden cylinders, 9 inches in height and 
2 inches in diameter, with e\ lindrical canty at one end, 1 j inches 
deep and 1} inches in diaiuetir, the upper ends charred for a 
distance of about 1 inch 

These specimens were collected by Col James Stc\en=on, and cata 
logued as articles used in the game of hidden bill one of the sacred 



FiO 492. Wooden tabes foe liidlng game height, l°f inches Zn&i Indians, Zn New Mexico* 
cut no OG51, United States Natl net Museum 

games of the Gods of War, played in spring and earh simmer One 
of the cylinders in this set is distinguished from the others by being 
niched around the edge at the top 

Cat no G9351 Four wooden cylinders (figure 492), 12J inches in 
height and 3 inches in diameter, with a cylindrical canty in one 
end 2f inches deep and 2$ niches in diameter, the other' end 
charred for a distance of inches, the rest of the external sur 
face painted white. 



vria-sj HIDDEN-BALL GA3IEJ ZU5>I 373 

Collected by CoL James Stevenson and designated as an especial 
hereditary set of the tribe. 

Cat. no. 69209. Four wooden cylinders (figure 493), SJ inches in 
height and 21 inches in diameter, with a cylindrical cavity in 
one end 2 inches deep and If inches in diameter, the other end 
charred for a distance of If inches, the other external surface 
originally painted white; accompanied with a stone ball, a white 
concretion* If inches in diam- 
eter. Collected by CoL James 
Stei enson. 

Cat. no. G92(?9. Four wooden cyl- 
inders, Of inches in height and 
If inches in diameter, with a 
cylindrical cavity in one end 
If inches in diameter, the up- 
per ends blackened to the depth 
of one-fourth of an inch, the 
body whitewashed. Collected 
by Col. James Stevenson. 

Cat. no. 69270. Four wooden cyl- 
inders. 7 inches in height and 
If inches in diameter, with a cylindrical cavity in one end If inches 
deep and If inches in diameter, the upper ends painted black to a 
depth of about 1 inch. Collected by Col. James Stevenson 
Cat. no. 69271. Four wooden cylinders, 64 inches in height and If 
inclies^in diameter, with a cylindrical cavity in one end 1 inch 
deep and If inches in diameter, the upper ends blackened to a 
depth of one-half of an inch; accompanied with a bundle of 
counting straws of broom grass. Collected by Col. James 
Stevenson. 

Cat. no. C9272. Four wooden cylinders. 6 inches in height and If 
inches in diameter, with a conical cavity in one end. the upper 
ends painted black to the depth of If inches- Collected by Col. 
James Stevenson. 

Zuxi. Zuiii. New Mexico. (Cat. no. 32599, Free Museum of Science 
and. Art. University of Pennsylvania \ 

Four wooden tidies. 2f inches in diameter and 12} inches in height, 
painted black at the top, the body of the cylinder showing traces 
of white: accompanied with a vtone ball (figure 494) 14 inches 
in diameter and a bundle of counting straws (figure 495) 144 
indies in length Collected by the writer in 1902. 

This set is similar to one in the United States National Museum 



■mented together by calcium carbons 


walled roDtaiocbtca 
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Mi I rank Hamilton Cushing* first described the game, as follows 
tight players went Into a ki wi t<!n to fast and four daja later issued forth 
bearing four large wooden tubes a ball of stone and a bundle of thirty «ix 
counting straws With great ceremony manv prayers and lucantatlon* the 
tuljes were deposited on two mock mountains of sand, either side of the 
4 grand plaza ' A crowd began to gather Larger and noisier it grew until it 
became a surging clamorous black mass Gradually two piles of fabrics— ves 
sels, silver ornaments, necklaces, embroideries and symbols representing horses, 
cattle and sheep — grew to large proportions Women gathered on the ioofs 
around, wildly stretching forth arthles for the betting, until one of the presid 
log priests called out a brief message The crow d became silent V tooth w as 
raised under which two of the players retired and when It was removed the 
four tubes were standing on tbe mound <f sand V song and d nice began. 
One by one three of the four tpposlng plajers were summoned to guess under 
which tube tbe ball was hidden At eich guess the cries of the opimsing pirtles 
became deafening and their mock struggles approached the violence of mortal 
combat The last guesser found the ball and ns he victorious!} carried the 
latter and the tulies across to his own mound his side scored 10 The pns’ess 
was repeated The second guesser found the ball , his side scored 15 setting 



Fig <j» Fig «a> 

Flu «S| Stono boU for hiding g»me diameter lj laches; ZaEI Indians, Znfil }, w St-ilo rat. 

no Free Museum of Sdenreand Art ttniTersityof Penn.*j-lvanl* 

Flo 4% Oonn ting straw* for biding game length, 111 Inches, ZnSl Indians, Znfil how Mexico 
rat no 3KD9 Free Mo-seam of Science and Art. Onlreralty ot Penu»jrl»ini* 

the others back 5. Tbe counts numlicrcd 100 hnt so complicated were the win 
nings and lasings on both sides, with each guess of eltlirr tint hour after hour 
the game went ou ond night closed In. 1 Ires were I ultt In the plaza cigarettes 
lighted t ut still the game continued Noisier and noMc r grew the dancers more 
nml more Insulting ami deflint tlielr songs mid epithets to the uj f*r.lng crowd, 
unlll the} fairly gnashed their teeth at one another but no bl iws* IH} 
il iw in 1 ii tlu. still unis rt dn contest ii «r was It until the sun again tombed 
the western horizon that the hoarse still defiant voices died away nn I the 
victorious part} l«ire off their mountains of gift* from the gods." 

Jsubsoquentlj Mr Cu«Iung, in reply to my inquiries. Kindly fur 
ntshod mo tlic following notes on the game with the four tulies 

I'yan ko-lo-we is one of the principal trib.il games of tbe 7nfII Vs a j ut tic 
function It 1* their lending gann It 1< piaynl by two j>artios i no representing 
the Fast, tbe other representing tlie West or one rej resenting ibe North. the 
other re| resenting tts *viuth. i till l>arty Is made tip therefori from inenils-rs 
of the i Ians if it* section rtgl n or direct) u. Ilut It Is to Is tided In this 
c-otinectlm that the gaum Is placed with various mot In-*, atl more or less 
dlTlmtory In object— that 1* H Ls n game of prognosticate n Ir victory v« 
the war dance Is a sort of | nllmluary ns welt s* remtnlsrent battle dramatics 
ally fought beforehand to determine Thtory so this gome Is while cel. 1 rating 

•The teetnry Magaalnc t SO p. 37 May iss.a 
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mythic arbitrations between the gods — the wind gods anil the water gods par 
twiilarly- — a means of questioning fate as to nhieh side shall prevail, whether 
for example, when the game is played Ju-t before the opening of spring® the 
wind gods or the water gods shall control, whether it shall l>e a wet season or a 
dry season and. by the relative seoriugs of the game, how wet and how dry in 
relation to the growth of the corn that Is about to be planted. It will be seen 
that, since the players on the one side represent North and Winter, the wind} 
and barren season, those on the other side South and Summer, the seavin of 
summer showers and fertility, the players on the northern side would repre 
sent wind and drought, those on the southern side moisture and growth Thus, 
according to the scores of the game, the corn would be planted deep and In 
well-watered places if the wind men won or throughout various stages of the 
game " carried the luck.’' 

This will indicate that the game may be played for any variety of purposes, 
but as a tribal game played annually In tbe Febrnary-Mareh moon « it has tbe 
above significance This is because in tbe myth of the trial of strength between 
the wind gods and the water gods, when they raced one another, the ** racer of 
the wind gods ” was a stick, tbe arrow billet that of the water gods n stone, the 
thunder ball (?). Thus i'-yon-ko-lo-we becomes the water game, Just as ruo'-tl- 
hwa we Is the wind game, of tbe Zuhl, and takes Its place as one of tbe four 
element games of tbe tribe, tbe Instrumentalities of which are annually sacri- 
ficed or deposited with the effigies of the War Gods A'haiyuta and Mn'ts.illema.® 
It follows that there Is a tribal set of the tubes, etc In fact, there are two, for 
It must be explained in this connection that i'-yon-ko-lo-we is tbe sbo’-li we 
(war arrow game) of the water or peace people, Just as for the wind or war 
people sho'-li-we, or rather tl'-kwa we, its world or ontdoor form, is the l'-ynn- 
fco-lo-ue of themselves and their gods, so that In one sense all the four tnbnl 
games are one Thus i’ yan ko-lo-wc may be used for war prognostications. In 
which case the tribal tubes of oak. or weapon timber, are u«ed But It Is almost 
always used for peace prognostications, in which the tribal tubes of cottonwood 
or water timber are used. 

Tbe simple name I'-yan-ko-Io-ue means hidings and seekings or two and fro 
hidings, from I'-an. from one another; ya'-na wa. to dir me. guess. ho-Io-n. to 
hide, cover secretly or by burial . and we. plural sign. I' yan ko-Io-we i' k'osta 
na-ne is tbe game or piny of i’yan-ko-lo-we . t is reciprocal or antithetical 
action; k'o* sba, to wash, bathe, or to play Play is so named because it is 
supposed to refresh or renew as does a bath; but the primitive sense of these 
expressions must be kept in mind, and the actual fact that none of the games 
involving tribal participation or contention are played without recourse to 
baptism or bathing of the face, that the eves and other senses may be cleared 
and quickened. It may be noted that this strictly corresponds to the constant 
•• going to water ’’ of ball players among the southern Indians and some tribes of 
the Mississippi The Idea of renewing or changing personality is also present. 

The sacred name is an’ ini tH I’-yau ko-lo-we. bv commandment, or appoint- 
ment i’-yan ko-lo-we, from an'-to, belonging to or by. ami, bai tosh-nan ne, to 
point out a ceremonial or the date or mode or regulation thereof These 
appointments are made by divine command through the priests by virtue of 

•The regulation game of February Starch is always played In spring before ibe plant- 
ing. the deer chase, and tbe tribal billet race of the priesthood of the Bos When the 
game Is played wilh a special motive or reason and for a particular prognostication, it 

Is “called* or “ commanded “ by the nouse priesthood, but In such case tailed only In 

Its appropriate season 

•These gods are Its chief divinities, bat ATiaiyata Is bolder of the tubes and halt, as 
Ma tsatlema Is holder of the mo* tl has we. yet both games belong to both, because one 
could not play, of course, without tbe other 
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returning dale* and ire ol ligatorv as Uie seasons seem to lie but may lie a 
tittle earlier or a tittle liter is the teisoos seem to he exact date* being 
determined I j tlie j rie*ts as kwjiers and diviners of the calendar of rites. 
Another sacred name Is 1 yan ko-lo-we te kb Lm i ne from te space sh 
direction of o- throughout and Lai m dark black unde 1 old 1 r darkness — 
that is, secret mysterious. The turd N applied not only to secret and tier's! 
observances, hot al«o to taboos fort Idden jiersoua or thing*, places, altars < r 
jrecincts. 

V semlsicred «eminiythle name is ku lu lu na k ja a! 1 yan Lo-Io-we (thunder 
stme hide-seek game) from kn-in la, to rumble thunder kya that which Is for 
or which does wd n ilr stone 

There are other names more or less allegorical chiefly interesting aa indica 
tlve of the Imjiortance of the game and the wealth of lore connected with it 

The mine of the tubes is 1 yin ko-lo-we-kyn to mj we tom ma meaning 
tube i r hollowed wooden billet and *e being the plural ending. Of tbe-s* 
tubes there ire four usually plain though sometimes differentiated ly hand 
logs precisely ns ire the Arrows or cane cards of war t> assign them *ej>a 
rately to the four quarter*. or mountains.” an! sometimes caned to mite 
them rudely and very o nrentjonally representative of the nln or dance gods 
( \ kfl kfl) of the four quarter* or rather of their nia*k« or f we penonllities. 
lhe bin led tul*ei are generally made of oak one of the “weapon wools." and 
general ly jiertala to the game is played tv the warriors. The carved tubes 
are however made almost invariably of cottonwool, the “ wood of water " or 
of life substance and pertain to the game a* ] layed iy the cians at the appointed 
time in spring or very early summer Just before planting The war play of 
this game is not flayed annually but only when “called” and it is scarcely 
ever called at any other season than during the “ crescents," or months of the 
greater ind lesser sind storms (April and May) It then immediately follows 
the great annual wir rice of the kicked stick or running billet which Is per 
formed in April by the entire priesthood of the Bow totemlcnlly p. doted , and 
it thus Immediate! v precedes the annua! liar of the gime ly the ^eed and 
Water or Wind and Soil clan leadersbl|*«. Csuallv the mere fiet that a tribal 
set of the tubes is made of “ weapon wood (oak or mountain mahogany) snf 
fees to relegate it without further Indication (as. liy binding) to war plays while 
if made if cottonwood or willow the set Is ns effectually Identified with the peace 
[lays of the game. Both kinds of tubes are said to hive t-eeu used, one (hard 
wood) by the war party the other (soft wood) ty the peace party when ques- 
tions of war or peace were «u!mitted to divination by means of the game. In 
ill other plays to be described in due course, only a single set of the tubes 
was used. 

The In lividtnl tubes in a set are with one exception. I believe named pre- 
<i*elv ns ire the canes of sbo II we — ko ha kwa k wi nn pathl to-i and not 
n thin a but nl u la the all-«nt.iiner or the container of the stole par excel 
Icoce But the tubes aI«o take their names from their “mountains" ns desig 
na tel lj color ratlier than by region or place name* that is the yellow the 
blue the mi the white Again, if the game is i strictly sacred or ceremonial 
peace game the tubes become the four K1 hi gods of the four region* or rather 
as occasion requite* or as the j riestlj membership of tie cians participating in 
the game determines four of the many E3 ka gods of tlie four regl in*. 

The tubes nre more often plain thin marked, though sometime* they nre 
distinguished by bandings of marks incised and burnt, or simply scorched around 
them j reclsety as are the hands ncro-s the four alio II we canes or slips. 

Then l have seen i ne set on which the four principal medicine-animal men 
or gods were represented, with their appropriate cosmical clement* or rather 
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the symbols of paraphernalia representing the*e, attached Ilut unfortunately, 
I noted onlj that the Hear (lie of the West) ns Go<l of ‘I bunder and the 
Ihigle Seri lent (He of the Upper Underworld, but here, of Du. therefore of the 
Cist) God of Lightning, were represented I nexer r u\ the game plijed with 
these tubes, ami can not tell from observation whnt spc-iiib form of the gauio 
they were designed for I onlj Know tint the tulics were those „f one of the 
particular elan brotherhoods x.iguely known ns the Badgers (not the totemic 
Badgers, but the prleatly associates of the high priest of the Badgers, himself, 
of course, the elder and house priest of the Badger totem). But these par 
tkularly and Indelibly roarUexl tulves arc hcvct used for any other than their one 
particular form of the game, or liy others tb.m their official holders. This 
explains why tlie tribal nets are left plain Like the parts or post slats of the 
rain attars that <orrcs|K>nd to them, they nre piloted afresh Tor each occasion 
on which they are used Ordinarily all are piloted with white kaolin slip and 
then differentiated by handings of black, lu lieu of the rolui m they stand for. 
But when the tubes liocome gmls of tlie Kft-k/1, they are distinguished by face 
delineations, very crude and comcntlonnl, In their appropriate color*. In Midi 
cases the tulics are merely the llmlier flesh, leady to be made till- set of 
gods or tint other set of gods that Is ojiened to lncnntallon or Influence by them 
through tlie kind of masks represented cm them. 

The paint used on the tubes Is always siered The w bite Is the lie-k’o ha kyn, 
paint to white make, Kaolin slip; the black, the be'-tethl a hyn, paint to rti-dg 
nate (black) mike Both kinds are made from knoll u or coal from particular 
or * icred places The paint K ns said nhoxe, renew oil during preparation tor 
tlie occasion (the letlrcinent and fasting period of the participial*!, and i*t the 
end of the game Is washed off and drunk by the ollidators, those who lost spu 
log H. hnxvcxer (sex l was told, hut the iwxw who told me was a winner and 
may luxe boon ■' crowing") When only one till* In the set Is painted. I sup- 
pose It becomes tlie " nll-contnhicr " for tint special Ret. 

A common name for the hidden hill Is I'-ynn ko-lo-k.x u u'-ll ne. the content, 
or l’-yan ko-lo ky a mo'l u’-ll ne. or bill for placing within, compounded of 
T-ynn ko-lo-ky a and mo-o-le. lull, rounded object of wood or other substance, 
u II, to place within, and n'nc, that xxhlrti Is, or instrument for Other n inies 
nrer-ynn-ko-lo-kya nT-U-ll lie or I'-yan ko-Io-kyn n’ kj n mo-11 an u' II ne. the first 
from I'-yan ko-lo kyn, a’l, n stone. jieblilc. and n' II ne. nnd the second fr.iiu I' yan 
kolokyn. a‘a, a stone (slmpeil). kyn, by xvnter mo-11 a v rounded bv ne. that 
which Is, and n'-U lie The archaic nnd highly sa'-red mine of the hilling stone 
xx hen consisting of n perft* tly rounded pobbte or concretion found In rain torrent 
beds or in p«t Iiiilcs, either tlawe of tin- wind on high mesas or tlsxc of the 
water 111 mount »ln torrents. Is ku In lu n i kya si n’ II ne or ku lu lu ns kyu 
n* kya-tno-lltt tsnn u' II ne. little thunder stone hull conn nt 

The counters nre called tl we or tl' po-n-ne TI stands for tl'-l le, a counting 
struxx, from tl nj. to stand or represent, ns In or of n procession or group The 
second mine Is tsmiiNneil of tl mul |*>-nin«*, a bundle. bum h from |«> it, to 
place or lean together An entire bum h of iunntcrs for the gmie l< <*>m 
IKi-isl of one hundred and two straw*. Of tlje*c one hundred an mule of < lean 
bn*om straws, tlm-e iimxI in tlie gime of j*-nv (<elng t.ikrn pn-fernhlx from n 
ineilliig trough brush «r nlil*k. those used hi the war pin— of the tri me 
being prefvnxtdx t.xkeu front lixlr hrwdio* of the tnenij m ide af broom grn»* 
Then* are also In o.i»li complete bunch of counters txxo »*>iinti rs tnide of 
flat splint* of juonx blades not* 1**1 at the end* on opjsedte sides to represent 
the feathering of arrow*, one retaining the nnturni spine nt tin* |>olnt of 
the leaf nnd mllcd father tim tn tihu or mister run nter. tl' nm-nwin. ttie otlier 
plain, made of nti Inner jiortlon of the b-nf. atul culled n wa tsl ta, their 
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mot Ur or hn ta mitemal grandmother ThT« !« n j lay on word* n* well 
a* a symloUc name Ito la-lng Jin* Jucx-i anl IIo tethl-okya being the g»*l 
tier's of yucca fiber and of tbe primeval ho*r*irlnc*. It may tlwn ' re *.i fi ly 
t<e Inferred that tb*-*e tw > yucca «i lint* rej n---nt rr*i* , ctlTely iU* arrow and 
the U>w and Hiat the l>nn<-h of straw ritlnt* n-prex-nt* tin tribal Punch or 
r|Olrer <f arrow* 

In nldllkn to tlie aliove-rnenll n«l olJ>cts tber** are tu» staff* of direction, 
« r I lie feeling staff* or dlrlnlng wan«!« one of wbkli fa carried by tU repre>*-ut 
all vc < r fwswr < f either *1 le. The nan e of one of the*** staff* I* te* h3thl na 
kya thlam-n e fr tn te region. direction. I tthla to **-ek un I rttan ling or l n J«t 
feeling. ant thimine slat rr wan I male f r TU** nan la art IV W slmj le 
slender round n*!< or *tick*. Iietween 2 ami -I feet In knsth. very eltplitlj- Cat 
fined, and lent near the tip tormerly l»wever they were cem elaborately 
firmed. (- mewhat I ngcr more flattened and lient at the tip* anl *jalte elaluv 
lately icon*]. < r el*e wraj»t*d with a c ntlnmu* j luting < f fine rawhide and 
were Intended it w< nil nani to npn-*ent eeren^mlallr Knrvlrlug forms of the 
stlatL Ttie mrwr nt>n pan-ins to anal fro Wlwren tlie two station* carries 
one. 1 1 them In the right hanL hell ol Ikjtiely over the 1 ft artu In which 
the tubes an l counter* are clasped In the earner of hi* mantle Mben using 
It he bolds It extended over the tubes moving Its tip rsj Idly over fir*t ©ae 
and then onotlier of these tubes. In time to the sons of the hiding shaman*, 
until he and It together deride which tube to up*et with a sud len si lewl*e stroke 
or flip of the wand There Is still anctUr use to which Uw*e staffs are put 
Indicating their supposedly conscious nature While the gu'wser for the time 
being l« feeling with hi* staff hi* ©i ponent, who ns aid of the oUclat h der of 
the content knows under which of the toles It Ls hidden, similarly awnys bis 
staff over the tut-es. thus seeking to mislead and confute the movements of the 
other 

lie longing i roj>erly to the movable ports of the game for It Ls sometimes car 
rled to and fro between the two stations Is the pa u nu kya wem nm. covering 
rol>e tlie mantle if Invisibility It I* a bnffal > robe «r a very large scrape 
wblili Is hel 1 over the blder by four assistants aI*o oO lal of hi* side when be 
pla a-* tbe f ur tutw* on their re*j*ctive mountains of sand and within one of 
them bide* the ball or other content 

In endeavoring to gue~s. tbe youth either makes a crest variety of passe* over 
the tubes with hi* sL}t or staff of direction, pofalng It over < nc or another aa 
though to divine with It or tenting tlie air with It over tbe tops of the tubes 
b* th In time nod out « f time though regularly to the hiding Incantation, until, 
so su ldenly that his motion nui scarcely t«* seen lie switches one of the tales 
over If bis guess prove wrong he continues tbe motion uninterruptedly until 
be decides to tip another tube over Or again, he may simply bold his staff 
over Ids arm may stand gazing inteatlv and motionless, muflled up to his chin 
In bis serape now and then making a feint at knocking one of the lute* over 
with I) * fo< t. until hi Anally spurns the one be has decided on w ith tbe toe of 
his right foot then. If wrong, be | roceeds a* before 

If tbe first tube toppled over contains the tall a sweeping stake fa won. tbe 
full count of all tie tubes, which fa the same as the fnll count of all the canes 
In tie sin 11 we game and the si 1 of tbe f rtunate garc»er fa allowed to retain 
the tubes and hate another guess. 

If he falls at the first and win* the second guess he win* tbe count of tbe par- 
ticular tube overturned, minus that of the tube he overturned without Ending 
the ball and so on so that, unless bfa second guess happens to catch tbe ball 
in a tube of high count he generally forfeits Instead of winning and his case 



i Cubing 


©nch loins stout n foot tn «l la motor ami norm* P Itiotw. bljh Tin* tiortlHrnnxot 
mountain l« nllnl yn' la thlu|vt*i na. mountain irtlow* tin* w <**tom ya'-Ia 
tbll n tin. mountain Mur. tb© aoutlnrn ya* la a ho-m mountain ro<My . and tlx* 
<n«ti*rii. ya' la L'o" lit na. mountain mbit© 

KnnnHlnmi only n Most© ■•ami mound l« ml*«*.l [Ilsur© t'**l but In *tii*h 
It la atilt th*« fourfold mountain taUbt. nr a wl tm tc’yal In o© A* Indlmtod 
In tin* flsutv*. tin* tut«o* nr© i*«t lonnlns FlishtK (<mgril ttwir (wprrtlii 1 <|UirtrM 
irtM*n ib© sn©**«©r and tin* tc©|>«*r of tin* tnt*-* rrtlr© tosn*th©r nndor tin* mint I** 
©r min* twfon* d<**triU*d 
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In the two parties to the play there are but two nitu il p!ajer« If the ana wa 
kwe guessers may be exclusively «o called They are chosen from tlielr appro- 
priate clans by the clan priests of the game I ut are generally experienced old 
hinds or p!aver« and whether middle-aged or roung they aie nhv us known as 
the t«n wa kl youths of the game They carry the tubes and counters drawn to 
anil fro between the bt itSon* When one side loses the youth of the other side 
who has come oier and madt tlie winning guess tales the tubes up in the 
comer of his mantle or lu his left arm grasps the counters non and yielded 
by the accountant lu U * left hand »nd bearing his stuff of direction In the 
right haul held over all proceeds -eery deliberately to his own side where 
with the accountant or keeper of his si le wh > both kecjis count and remembers 
under which tube the ball of bis vide Is hidden he is concc tied under the rol e 
of Invisibility or hiding while together they set the tubes up In the sand 
mountain or mountains and secrete under oue of them the l all Ihe robe Is 
held over theta l a the two dram masters and meanwhile the priest shaman of 
the game who Is himself an old ami eelel rated flayer males the invocations 
and with his assistants sings the Incantations of this pirt of the game In 
addition to thi«o function men who an. the owners or guardians of the game for 
their dans (I believe for life) there Is a party usually very large of singers 
and dancers for each side They are composed of nil sorts of young or lusty 
middle-aged members of tbe dins of their respective sides ami they sing shout, 

Fig <0 Fig 49S 

Flo 4 J" Sand mounds with hiding tubes 7onl Ind ans, Znnl New Mexico train sketch by 

Mr Frank Hamilton Cashing 

Flo 4» Sand mound with biding tabes ZnBi Indians, Zafli hew Mexico tram sketch by 

Mr Frank Hamilton Cashing 

dance frantically jell defiance and taont and Jeer their opponents while the 
guessing is going on trying to confuse the guess er s or to mil e the stone stay 
hidden W lien i ue side Is g lining the dancers of that side generally succeed In 
driving those of the opposite side out of tbe plaza but when tbe tides of tbe 
gawevarv both sides are usually drumming dancing singing shouting and, not 
infrequently fighting at nnce The game begins at aliout 2 or 3 o clock of tbe 
appointed dij — that is the fourth diy from the final announcement the fourth 
day of tbe retirement of the functionaries of the game and of their fasting 
and jurgin^ It usually lasts all tbe afternoon all night and not infrequently 
until late In the f renoon of the d ly following but these Uante parties small 
at first are coutinu ill) augmented and keep up their activity and pandemo- 
nium until forced from sheer exhaustion to give up ^ome of the strongest 
endure through ut hnt at tie enl can scircelv speak above dry wblsjerlngs 
an 1 are cadaven us and so exhausted that their feet have to I e Jerked from 
tbe ground In <1 racing Hie songs sung an I the taunts jelled nre not all 
traditional lut most of them, an and they are always allusive to the myths 
of tbe gaaie and affairs that were connected with It There are many myths 
regarding the game Hitch tribal dlvlsltn possessing an I ynn ko-lo-wc has 
Us own account of Its own form of the game while the general myths of Its 
origin are Involved In tie tradition of all tlie fiur tril il games phjed at 
creation times bv The Two each as played In some particular manner as the 
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thunder-bill pimp of the water gods and w.itei jieople-nulmals ( |* j on ko louei 
and the kicked billet game, or race, of the wind gods and wind people birds. 
Insects, etc., the ino tl kwa we. stick -ball game 

The game Is not played by women or children It is sometimes mimicked by 
the latter, although they are not provided with tojs for the purpose, nor can 
they properly play It ns a game, for they are not taught the rules or counts, 
and cau therefore only pretend to play the game 

In reply to a direct inquiry of the writer whether lie considered 
that the game was borrowed or regarded it as a fundamental tribal 
ceremonial, ilr Cushing answered : 

It Is certainly this latter — more of a function than any other game, for It Is 
accompanied by song and dance and gibes and public betting of the most 
extravagant nature, is most elaborately and scrupulously prepared for, and 
seems not to have been played by other:, than by authorised persons It Is cer- 
tainly derived by the ZuQI from their ancestors both those of the Chaco region' 
and those of the farther southwest and was very ancient among them, almost 
ns ancient ns sbo'-li-we 

* iris Jlatilda Cose Stevenson gives the following account of the 
game under the name innkolowe:« 

Implements. — small stone di«k, les« than 2 Inches In diameter, colored black 
on one side: four cups, n ball, and straws. "In the old, a gram of corn 



wns used Instead of the ball , ’’ and the com Is still used when the game is 
offered to the Gods of War The four enps are placed on their aides close 
together in .a row. the openings to the east The disk. ball, and bunch of 
straws are laid on top of the cups [figure 499]. This arrangement before play- 
ing the game Is observed by all men of any standing In the tribe, “ for it was 
so with the Gods of War " 

Each party chooses a side of the disk before It Is thrown The side up 
designates the starter of the game, who represents the side of the elder 
God of War. tie sits facing south and forms a square with the four cups 
before him The ball is secreted in one of the cups The elder God of 
War always placed his cups in the form of a square The other party, who 
sits facing north, chooses from the cup nearest to him, taking the one to 
the west If the chosen cup contains the ball, he must pay 10 straws to the 

* Zufil Games American Anthropologist, n s . T S, p (S7, 1903 
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rtnrter who ag"m amnjs* the cups art the cnp to the east anil In Hue 
nearest the chooser I« taken. Should th s cup not contain the ball the chooser 



Flo 5fO 6 tone disposed 
to decide which side 
Jsays first In hiding 
game diameter 4 
inches Znni Indians, 
Zuni.'Vew Mexico- cat 
a> SB* Brooklyn Ju- 
st rate Malta m 


I iye It with open end to the east and selects an 
other cap Should this cup contain the ball he for 
felts C straws when the starter again arranges the 
cups. When a cup containing the ball H chosen C 
straws must I>e paid Should the first, second, and 
third cups selected he minus tbo ball they are laid with 
the open ends to the ea«t the fourth cup containing 
the hall is allowed to stand, 4 straws are forfeited 
and the cups arc rearranged. Should the third cup 
chosen contain the ball no payment Is madi and the 
arranging of the game passes to the other party who 
represents the side of the younger God of liar lie 
forms three points of a triangle with three cups and 
places the extra cup to the eastern point. " for so the 


younger Cod of War placed his game” When all the straws hare passed to 


one party the game, upon which henry wagers are often made Is won. 


Ztrvi Zuni New Mexico (Cat no 3 (PS, Brooklyn Institute Mu 
c etun ) 

Sand tone disk (figure 300), 4} inches in diameter, the edge beteled 
One side shows traces of red paint Collected by the writer m 
1003 


It was said to be thrown Into the air to detide which b de should start the 
hidden ball game. The name was glren as ltapmnonnaL 



GAMES OF DEXTERITY 


The various games of dexterity have been briefly reviewed m 
the introduction. In one of them — the game of hoop and pole — 
there are forms in which chance enters, but this is exceptional, and 
in general the class may be regarded as homogeneous with respect to 
the skill required in plaj ing the game. 

ARCIIERY 

I have classified under archery games played with arrows, darts, 
or analogous objects which are shot or tossed at a mark, excepting 
the hoop-and-pole or ring-and-dart game, to which the majority of 
other archery gjmes appear to be related. Simple archery, or shoot- 
ing at a mark, does not hold a very conspicuous place among the 
Indian games with the bow and arrow, and but three examples (Mon- 
lagnais, Hopi, Omaha) arc found among the following descriptions. 
The target is usually an important feature and among several tribes 
isallied to the ring of the ring-and-dart game. This is especially true 
of the grass targets Used by the Grosventres, Crows, and Tetons, and 
probably also of that used by the Zuiii. The I’otawatonu game in 
which a bark target is buried is similar to the Zuiii game. The yucca 
ball of the Xa\ alio, the bundle of haj or bark of the Sliusw ap, and the 
kelp of the JIakah apparently belong to the same category. The 
Eskimo game in which darts are thrown at a hole in a wooden tar- 
get is probably a related form Another common taiget i> an arrow 
(Tarahumare. Assimboin, Teton) or a stick set upright (Western 
Eskimo). In other games a shot arrow is the target (Shuswap, 
Thompson, Oglala), or arrows are shot out of a ring The Omaha 
shoot to dislodge arrows shot into a tree. Cacti, buffalo light--, and 
moccasins furnish other targets (Omaha). In nnother type of 
arrow game, arrows or darts are tossed (Apache. Eskimo, Hopi, 
Tewa, Zuiii) or shot (Pawnee, Ponca) at an arrow tossed or shot 
to the ground so that they fall one across the other, usually «o that 
the feathered ends cro-s. This mime may Ik* regarded as the antetype 
of the Zuiii slioliwe, and possibly of all the Indian dice games. 
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ALTON QUI VN STOCK 

Vn\p\«o Oklahoma 

Tu tlie store entitled * Found in Gras.-" related 1>\ Dr George A 

Dor-e\,* the twin*, Spring Uov and Hr the-Door corresponding 

w ith the AT nr God' ire dwoeered plnung a •rune of arrows. 

Y\ inning nppeirs to be determined be one arrow touching another 

Cm venni Cheaenne re-emtion "Montana fCnt no fOtel, I nld 
Colttmhi tn Min urn ) 

^i\ arrows, inches in length with bulging ends weighted by 
being wound witli wire Two art blunt and four have wire nail 
point' These arrows are in pair', distinguished by banil of 
blue paint, difForentli arranged on 'hafts. Collected by Mr 
^ C Simms m 1901 

(»!<mENTRFS Montana (Cat no T JJ,, Ameri< in Mu-oum of NTut 
uril Ili'tori ) 

V i-p of gris- (figure "01) wound with ‘■mew, i niche- in length 
Colleen d in I'K)1 be Dr A I* Ivroelx r w ho de-eribcs it ns on 
irrow ( irget 



ri i J I Arpiw Urp-I lm«rh *lnfha flrmmlraloljM.ll'Jlllili* ™ll»’ ||,> ArarNo 
Jf u*-n m of N • (oral 11 btnrj 


Muntiomis (_ .imp Chateau led rad or 

ttcorge Cartwright* -av- 

Tin- tmllan* wire illrerllnc tlH-tn«clri-* with »lx* tine nt a mark with their 
arn no lul I c-m n l xnj that 1 think Ihrai pol nrrl rm although ttn-lr l-ow* 
ore ii i «tru Hit n an enallent (rlnelile for ly thi nmNtniire i f a I ick-atrlns 
the l*w trowrv€-i It* «Ia«ilc |>owor ami ly «lnrkrnlic ir tlshtrutn: thin *trtnj 
It 1* ren 1 -r<sl wrnk « noush fra ibll I of " voir* ol I or *tri)nc cm ticli f r th 
mo*t i*Mti-rful man amonc*t Ihrm. \* tlirrr I* wmirthlng |>nrllcnlnr In ttrlr 
Ayw# tt Wry J AtueV mWrnr tc ir-H-ril* ii Ti r? pn rj tatsrt* J 

frrt «iunrr ma I* « f *«l<k* an 1 o rrrwt w Ith «1«-er*kln*. TIh'-c thxy fix »ti poW 
at* ut R f<- t I Isle on I ol Ml yard* <ll*tniirr from ra*li otl it Tlie mi'll «UtI ling 
them*elTi»i Into two pnrtli-e. rt Ii t«art> *h>« t« twenty s>nr nrr> w* at one nf the 
taryvt* utanllnr ly tlx- < liar T! it |«rry • hlrli fait* It** nxnt arrow* into tb* 
tars’ t c-ltr» tlx* l* nor f r thrr Harr not tlx- t*n*t 1 1 -a of cumins. Tire tW r* 
Imineillatrly at up »bont* if n *-krry ami n at tb* comtoerril party 

tins** tlxy online* f r wwi* th r wh*n thr «Itm ami itanjl ti r* of the ron 
qtxrr r» pin In tlx* trlomttr a O'! watktnc tn | rwe-*ion rrnjnl tlx- farerta, *(nc 


•To4 lloa. of IN* AM-abo p. SCI Ctlr.ro. I J>f 
lb* < o*.l *f Labrador » t p. S3* N*»»r* !*t> 
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a song upon the occasion, priding themselves not a little with the defeat of 
their opponents, who at length join In the laugh against themselves, and all are 
friends again, without any offense (seemingly) being either given or taken. 

Potawatomi. Kansas, 

Mr Wells M. Sawyer communicated to me the following account 
secured by him from an Indian interpreter : 

Ta-te-wan (gambling). Your players, A, B anil C, D, each with a bow and 
two arrows play partners Two strips of bark about 4 inches wide are placed 
in piles of earth shaped up like a little grave, the mounds being about 200 feet 
apart One player of each side takes his place near each mound, A, C and E, D 
The arrows of A. C are shot toward the tirget B, D. If A strikes near the 
target, but misses with both arrows, and C falls to strike nearer than A, the 
latter counts 1. If either of Cs arrows come nearer than A’s, C scores 1 If 
either bits the target, be scores 5, and if both arrows of A or C hit, the game 
Is won (10 being out) If both A and C hit the target, neither counts. The 
arrow s are returned by B, D 


ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Apache (CniiucAiiuA). Arizona. 

Mr E. W. Davis communicated to the writer the following account 
of a game ployed by Geronimo’s band at St Augustine, Florida, 
in 1889: 

The game which Interested we most, and one which required considerable 
skill, consisted in tossing arrows, point first, at ft mark about 10 feet away 
As I recollect, tbe first man to throw his arrow was required to land on the 
mark If be did so, he got his arrow back. Ilis first throw was bis misfor 
tuue. and the best he could do was to lose He bad no chance to win. Once an 
arrow in the field, however, the object of the next player was to toss his arrow 
so that it should cross tbe first thrown, and so on through the crowd I have 
seen as many ns fix pDv, and often all would toss around without any one 
winning In this case the arrows on the ground remained In the pot. so to 
speik The play went on, each player winning as many arrows as he could 
succeed In crossing w ith his own. until the whole number were rernoi ed 
Ciiipewyax. Fort Frince of Wales, Keewatin. 

Samuel Hcarae" says: 

They have but few diversions; tbe chief Is shooting at a mark with bow and 
arrows: and another outdoor game colled tloll wbiih in some measure resem- 
bles ploying with quoits . only It Is done with short clubs sharp ftt one end 

Navaiio. St Michael. Arizona. 

Rev. Berartl Ilaile describes the following game in a letter of June 
27,1902: 

S\sl" oldS (he shoot* the yucca). Bayonet-shaped yucca leaves are placed 
in hot ashes to make them flexible nnd moist Strings of them are then made 
and wound around bark or something similarly Foft A string of buckskin is 

« A Journey from rrlneeof Wales's Fort In Hudson's Ray to Ibe Northern Ocean, p 531, 
24 mi — Oo si 25 
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wound In with the hall trhui it lws neirly the required size. small piece t f 
an Oik twig Is fastened to the end of the string and the j ucci is finished 
The shape I think would be shown In the aceomj am Ing sketch (figure «0' > J 
The stick and ball are thrown into the air, and the stick being 
heavier lias a tendency to steady the ball as It falls to the 
ground. Mhile It is. thus falling the plajer shoots at It with 
bow and arrows, scoring If he is successful 

CVDDOV*. STOCK 

Paw n ee. \ ebra-ka 
John B Dunbir*sa\s 

There were aKo frequent games played with arrows One 
I>erson shot an arrow so that It should fall upon the ground 
at a distance of from 10 to 00 pices. The pi a j era then In 
succession endeavored to shoot so thit their arrows should 
fall Immediately across this arrow \\ hoever succeeded took 
all the arrows discharged. If no one lodged nu urn « n]«on 
It the player wb>ve arrow lay nearest toot all \nother 
game was f ir several players to take an arrow between the 
thumb and forefinger of the right liitnd and throw it «o that 
it should strike in the ground 20 or 20 paces In advance the 
feather enl of the shift sloping back toward the thrower 
Then stewing forward another was thrown by each. «o ns to 
strike 4 or 1 feet beyond the first Each arrow that failed to 
strike fast in the groun 1 entailed a forfeit 

Wicurrv Oklahoma 

In the <tora of The Deeds of After birth Bov,’ as related by Dr 
George V Dormer 6 reference ts made to the tw o brothers pi tying an 
arrow gume called shooting p small plaited smew on the fly, ha 
kukes The game yy is played for arrows*. 

ESKIMAPAN STUCK 

Fskimo (Ulster's) Point Barrow \Ja-kn 

Mr John Murdoch *■ “-ays 

The-* pc» ilc hue only one game which appears to lie of tt e mtnre of gam 
bllng It Is playnl with the twisters and marline spikes u ed for hacking the 
bow an 1 stre idv described though I leut Itay says he lias seen it i layed with 
any I Its of Ftlck or bone I never hi I an opportunity of wntihlng a game of 
»hb« suet ijls.yeik. o.s it. U on*. nO/iu. ybi.Tol iU_ U»e village It Is a very qoynhu:' 
amnwnient ot tie deer hunting camiw, where I lout. I u often saw it | Hycd 
According to him tl e | lay* r* are dlii led Into si lea, w ho sit on the gr >ud 1 nlx>ut 
3 yards nisirt, eicli side sthklng up one of the marline spikes fra mark to 
throw llx twisters at SLx of tlx latter he believes make a tumi I tc set One 
si 1c tosses tl e whole set one at a time at tbeo| podte stake and the jsiiuts wtileh 
tbiy make are conateil up 1 y their o[ laments from tlx* position of the twister* a* 
they fill He did not kirn bow the point* were reckoned viret t tliat twisters 


• The Pawnee Indiana. SJagarlae ot Amrricao Illslory t S p. “SO W lort Nor 
HW. 

*Tb» Mythology of the Wkl lt» p »g Washington, • 

•Flbo I »s!ra! twills of ths Point Harrow I ipedltlon Moth Annua 
lions u of 1 tbaolovr p SCI 1S02. 
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with a mark on them counted differently from the plain ones, or hon loi 
game lasted, each side taking its {urn of casting at the opposite stake 
lie, however, got the impression that the winning side kept the 
twisters* belonging to their opponents Mr. Nelson informs me in a 
letter that n similar game Is played with the same implements at 
Norton sound 

Eskimo ("Western). St Michael, Alaska. 

Mr E. W. Nelson 0 describes the following games : * 

A round block about fi inches long is cut into the form of a large 
spool, hut with the flaring rim of one end replaced by a sharpened point i 
The top is from 21 to 3 inches across and has a deep bole in the center g 
This spool like object is planted in the floor of the knshim w Itb the large j? 
end upward, and an indefinite number of players gather around it % 
seated erossiegged on the floor. Near the spool is a small pile ot § 
short sticks, of uniform size, used as counters These, with a small, 5 
pointed wooden dart. In size and shape almost exactly like a sharp- £ 
ened lead pencil, compose the implements of the game The first £ 
pi aver takes the butt of the dart between the thumb and forefinger, £ 
with its point upward and hi* hand nearly on a level with the spool | 
Then he gives the dart a deft upward toss, trying to cause it to taken | 
curved course, so that it will fall with the point downward and remain ” 
fast In the hole at the top ot the spool If he succeeds he takes one ot | 
the counting sticks from the pile and tries again , when he misses, the g 
dart is passed to the next player, and so on, until the counters are all ”, 
gone, when the play era count up and the one having the most count- g 
era Is the winner Ordinarily this game Is played by men. women, B 
or children merely for pastime, but sometimes small articles are V, 
staked upon the outcome It is a source of much sport to the players. 5 
who banter and laugh like school children at each other's had play 
Dart throwing (yokh'-wliOk) . . This Is played in the knshim § 
by two or more persons, usually for 11 prize or stake The darts are £ 
small, short, and made of wood. largest at the point and tapering jr 
backward toward the butt. In which is fastened a bird cjuill for guid Jf 
log the dart in its flight In the large end of the dart is fastened a 
sharp spike of Ixme. horn, or sometimes of ivory The t irget is a H. 
small, upright stick of some soft wood planted In the floor This £ 
may be pi iced in the middle of the room mid the players divided into p 
two pa rile 1 ', seated on opposite sides of the target, or it may be * 
placed on one side of the room and the players seated together on the 
other lu the former <xise a man Is appointed from each side to return g; 
the darts to the throwers and to give each pliyer n counter when n i 
jxdnt is made Each player has two darts which he throws one after g 
the other, and a score i- made when a dart remains sthking into the g 
target Ten small wooden counting sticks nre placed on the floor by the | 
target, and one of these is given for each score . the side gaining the 
most of these counters takes the prize, nod the game begins Again 
At Cape Nome, south of Rering strntt. a similar dart game was seen, 
hot there the target w as a sijuare board like piece of wood w Ith n dark 
colored bull's-eye painted In there nter Thlswas set up lu theka«hlm 
mu! the men and boys threw tbelr darts at it. scoring when they hit 
the bull'll -eye. The wooden portion of the darts used In this game. 

n»l Report of the Jlurrao Of Am. 
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both nt ( ipe Nome an 1 St Michael wa* from " to b Inches in length an I from 
three-fourths of nil Inch to an I nth In diameter it the larger end. f ignre [ >03] 
represents a dart from Cape Nome u--ed f r throwing it i squire board t irget 
with n round bitch tuli s-eve painted on Its center Tbeplivert. plice the target 
tu one side of the hiudiim nnd stand upon the other side to throw scoring l for 
each dirt that stick* in the bnll s-eye Tbe«e darts are nearh 2 feet in length 
nud Imre n tapering wooden handle largest nt the front, with an ivorr point 
fastened iu the loner end be a tapering wedge-shape point which Is Inserted In 
the split end and lashed firmly The ui i>er end of the shaft tapers to 3 small 
rounl point on which Is fastened the end of i feither from i cormorants tali 
which serves to guide the dirt in it* flight 

KEREbtN STOCK 

Kerfs A conn Nen Mexico 

\n Acoma Indian at Zuni, named James H Miller informed tlie 
writer that the Ycoma Indian® have nil arrow game in which thcv 
shoot at grass tied up 

KIOW4N STOCK 

ICiowa Oklahoma (Cat no 1*>0J13 United States National Mu 
seum ) 

Six arrows made of a single piece of maple wood 2DJ inches in length 
(plate ix) 

The heads are carved and punted Wording to the collector, Mr 
James Mooney, the arrows are thrown with the hand like a javelin, 
and the plat er w ho throws farthest win® It is a man’s game 

The incised de«ign« painted red Yellow green and blue are in 
part easily recognizable as the calumet with primer bow and arrow, 
the lightning nnd the symbols of the four directions on the upper 
mo®t arrow which are painted from left to right" with the colors red 
green blue and \ellow Mr Cushing identified others i® the war 
staff, or standard and shield— day or dawn signs with turhev tracks, 
day signs with stars lior-e tracks and t]ie man sign Mr Moonev, 
in reply to my inquiry informed me that the Kiowa attach no special 
significance to these carred arrows and were unable to explain the 
designs 

siOQctxrsiN \-\ «m*CK 

TonNArrciM Big creek 2 miles north of Groeeland Tuolumne 
county California 

Dr Hudson describes these Indians as plating al-o a game of 
shooting nt an arrow =et up under the name of thnyam hip 

The two contestants armed with lions and Hunt arrows stand beside an 
arrow stutk in tie ground an 1 shoot alternately from a distance of about IT) 
feet Two other player- stand near tbt «m>r tirgets an I mirh tie shot*. 
Tiie i layer* shoot bach and forth until one of the two arrow targets Is struct, 
and broken. 
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PI3IA.\ STOCK 

Puis. Arizona. 

The late Dr Frank Rn«sell • described tlie following boys’ games: 

VaWtmnuulite hukoyollwla. — The players stand in n circle while n boy runs 
around the outside, dragging at the eud of n string a bundle of rigs When 
the play begins each l»y deposits an arrow In a heap, and tin? one who trans- 
fixes tbe bundle as it flies pa«t Is entitled to the pile of arrows. At the end 
the best marksman may have nearly all the arrows The same runner con- 
tinues throughout the game, and receive* a few arrows as compensation for 
bis ten ices. 

OkuialteOhe — A bundle of gra«s called wollwiKke, Is tied with willow b irk 
so that It K nlMiut 125 mm. long and 50 mm. in diameter. Tbe player tosses 
the bundle upward with bis left hood while holding the l>ow In his right, ready 
to shoot the bundle before it can strike the earth When the bundle Is thrown 
forward Inxteid of upward, it Is called tcomllt maltefkfl, “to shoot the bundle 
low.” 

Xaof towc kukrsn, “prickly-peir standing opposite." — There are usually Poor 
players, though sometimes two engage In tills shooting game Prlckly-pcar 
leaves are set up opposite each other nt a distance of about SO junK The 
game Is to pierce the leaf with an arrow, and when four are playing the two 
partners share equally the winnings or losses Arrows, bows, and such similar 
property as these ragged urchins possess are wagered. A bow is considered 
worth from ten to twenty arrows, according to quality 

Kuorsn — Hither two ot four rony pi ijr The game consists In shooting an 
arrow to that it will lie on the ground nt a distance of about 10ft feet and 
then shooting two more arrows with the intention of casting them across the 
first. 

Taraiicmare. Chihuahua, Mexico. 

Dr Carl Lumhnltz * says: 

Very common Is It to see two young men amusing themselves with shooting 
mati. I k's, shooting arrows at an arrow which has been Mint out Into the ground 
dome W* 3 irds off us n mark. This arrow, as well ns the game lt«etf, is railed 
In Mexican Spanish lecbuguilla. In Tarahumare the game is called chog'irnli. 
and the target arrow cboglrn Tlie arrow coming nearest the chogira counts 
1 point . and if it comes within four fingers' width of the aim, it counts 4 The 
game Is for 12 points. The distance Is not measured from the point* of the 
arrows, but from tbe winged |xirt«. one in in measuring fur nIL If a shot strikes 
to sis to form a cross with the thoglra. It counts a If It only touches tbe point 
of the latter in the ground, it counts 2. If two arrows h.ip|>en to form crosses, 
neither counts. 

Instead of arrows, three sticks may l>e employed One Is thrown out at a 
distance and is the ctvoglrn. and the other two stliks are thrown toward it and 
count In n similar wn\ ns tin* arrows Often while traveling, the Tarahumare 
play this game. In either form, as they go along the road, perhafw for the entire 
distance. Two or three pales may play together 


• ]o | memoir to t* published be (be bureau of American Ethnology 
•Unknown St el lew. r l.p 2T«. hew Sort. 1902. 
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RAtlSllVN STOCK 

Siiuhwap Tvnmhxip*, BntP-li Columbia 
Dr Franz Boas • say •» 

Shunting mania* ait frwjiu'iitly arranged \n arrow In idiot and (lion the 
archers try to hit the arrow which lnt Ut n shot first Or it I nmltc i r hij or » 
plect of birk Is thrown ns far ns ixbwlhlc, and the men shod nt It. 

Thompson Imhvns (Ntlaui u vstm) Briti-li Columbia. 

Mr iTnnies Toil * m\>* 

A shouting (mine was J lajed ns follows \ steep sandy tank was pt n. rally 
chosen I-tch pt i j rr bid two arrows \n extra arrow was Urol nt tbebm’c by 
one of tlie jnrtj to rein tin tin re ns a t irpet I it h ] I m r In turn tired tils nr 
rows nt this tnrgct Tin person who at rtirk the notched end of the arrow -shift or 
target, thorit y splitting It In two won the (.rentes! muni* r of js Ints The man 
who allot his arrow so that It stuck Into the I ank fit mgstde of the arrow t ir^i t, 
touching tlx latter all along the sluift won tin n< it highest numtior Vnnnwas 
stationed near the target to rail out tlie mine of the ah inter and the pl ice win n 
the arrows struck The distance chosen to shoot from was nets riling to the 
wishes of the archers generally from 40 to jno yards. In another game one 
man shot Ida arrow its fir ns be could the others trying to shout ns nnr to It 
an possible and the fptnie was repented The man that could shoot tin farthest 
mid truest gi nernlly won. V large open spice with rither soft ground was |x«.t 
Milted for this gnmc 

The Indians used to gather ut n bluff cl >se to Menlo rlrcr. ami alsmt 10 or 12 
miles from Spences R ridge Here tliej tried to shoot their arrows over the top 
or the blurt and p users by did tlie annic Only the strongest shooters could 
shoot easily over the bluff 

SIIOMtOM STOCK 

Hon Mrehongnovi, Arizona. 

Mr Charles L. Owen describes the following game 

The players throw up two sloping eu bnnkments at a distance of 200 feet 
apart These are 4 feet long anil 1C to IS Inches high lu the center of eich Is 
I laced u conspicuous mark such ns a j lece of cotton cloth or a piece of bright 
tin at which hoys and girls slioot their arrows. The closest shot secures the 
shooter the first shot nt the other target 

Mr A M Stephen, in his unpublished manuscript, gives sojt 
nanuveya as the Hopi, and lhutiil as the Tew a mine for casting 
throwing sticks on the ground m imitation of a game where thev cast 
arrows on the gtounef. tf»c player trying to curse the fJetc*Ymg of fns 
arrow to lie upon his opponent’s in a certain place The following are 
terms of the game 

Nana yfi ya to bet ni nn vil lau wfl l>etttng g uniting bo huh nk nun 
vtl yi to bet arrows ho b(i arrow pjvnfnaiya throwing sticks from i short 
distance to make them lodge Jn a rock crevice 

« Second General Report on tbe Indians of British Colombia Report of the Sixtieth 
Meeting of tbe British Association for tbe Advancement of Science p 611 London 1991 
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SIOUAN STOCK 

A^isinoiN. Fort Union. Montana. 

K<1 win T. I)eni"° say*-: 

Another game I* played by tin* toys and junns men which consist* of plant 
ItW nil arrow in the nnm» tir ground and cnih tlirvirln: other nmnr« nt tl until 
struck, and be who strikes tin? |d mtfil nrnm H s» Inner of nil the arrows then 
oil the p round. 

Crtffls Cron narration, Montana. (Cat. no. C:>G4t>. Field Colum- 
bia u Muteuin.) 



Flo VS Arrow Ur**t- h-tipth. IS lni-bo* Crow Indian*. Sf-nUns oit. no C»U». Field Coloni. 
blan Moscow 

Archery tarpet (fipurr ROI \ , a ni«p of sweet pros-. lient over tn the 
middle and wound mtli Miiew; leuptli, 12 inc-lie-. 

This ‘•jH'cimen was roller-toil in 1SKU by Mr S C. Siinm«. who de- 
Fcrilx*-* the pame as follow-: 

Tin* tnr-pit Is placed 40 f«<cl away from the archer amt (dint nt with an arrow 
from an onlln iry lam If lie lilt* It, be takes op the target. and pi wing It be- 
tween the Index and second finger of tils left hand cross 
Ins hihI reding on the arrow which is made ready t» 
abnot. but pointed Inward the gruuniL l Figure SiA J 
liaising the bow and arrow, with the wisp -till nslliu- 
on it. the wl«p Is released ami tlie arrow dlsohsrgisl ni 
tt. If lie hits It In the air. la- mens an arrow It l- 
thus Host In pamWIrir. and Is played In the spring l.t 
t«>y* anil on n. The rime 1« called Inti but te’sle-o 

I>AK«rr\ (Oalua). l*ttie ltidpe reservation. 

South Dikota. (Cat. no. P2JR0. Free 
Mti-ritiu of Science and Art, Fnivir-itv 
of Pennsylvania.) 

To\ Ikiw and arrow (fipnre r>0<j),the l«»v ritdeh 
rut from hnlmssl, with a -inple nine and 
a sinew -trinp. 3ft inches in lenpth. and the 
arrow made of a -ajdinp. with a blunt bend, 

I** inches in lenptb 

Collected by Mr lAHti- b Meeker, who de- 

* 1 » llwv. tuw 1 ofl tb* Imllaa Trees if ils I M»f M’nuntl t Ofsi- 

tubed ueiKrtp la il« ll'nrf of (be pares a of iMftoo t 1 1 s. l-cf 
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*cril* them muter the iumh of link'd* it*zipa ‘Spcnkitij' of the 
lmt*» - he *■ its 

Tin y I lay nt duct* and tl* larpls f r nrtlury utx arrow* on-tus j Lint* or 
tt <* ili ail Duly ef n small nnlin.il 



Pin fi* T fti* *nd err’.* length of bi» Ji lwk« Ifnfb "f urn* 1* 0/-*J> 

I»»k Induia*. Pino Jl 1gw reeereati <n fesitb l**k >ta e»t &v.Sl' , ,rr»r 
irvl Art, Ctlwnltfof IVorr»ylr»Bl« 

Dthim (Ifton) Fine Ilid'it* n^raation, ^lUtli Dakota (Cat 
no jJjj, \in« ric.'in Mti-cum of Nntiiral Hi ton ) 
lion mid In i arrow* with wooden jicmt*. collected l»v Dr .1 IL 
\\ nlkcr 

One arrow Is sainted ttack ant la *hnt ujrwnrit *1 that It fall* jwtnt down 
The rliyer then »l»v ts at It with hi* other nrrow » Diving f nr trial*. 

Doctor W alktr * dc-cribes the frxmt of coat ‘•hootin'' wa«katc ogle 
cektitcpi, a* pitted In men in which nn arrow punted hlack or 
wrapped wdh n black «tnp of buckskin or hating n tap attached to 
it called oplc. coat I* *=hot htpli into the nir *o that it will fall from 
60 to 7f> tnriD nwat Tlicn the plater* Maud and shoot at it with 
l tow and nrrow 
’“south D ikota 

lte\ J Owen Dnr*e\ ' descriU*. the following /in lien prune* 

Chunlrhlli «n tillin'!. |** imp! < #tue with low* tin. I mill arrow*. — Tin-*' 
arrow* nre mule of prren suit, lie* l>of re the leave* fill In the autumn. The 
m 1 of enrli nwllrli arr w I* i Dirt-oil l > n |. let nn I wl nit lilts thi t are *Un It 
Flic* | iln The l*>v* u*ed to *ho t thov arrow* at the d >F* when thee went for 
water rhywl ly law* In nntnn n 

TBiDtelni tiibA slikti ipl f.nme nllli I uffal > llcht* — The tom iwd to a*sctn 
hie nt the pl-us* n hen tber killed the t ufTnlo on .1 mu i f lliim won! I taken strip 
of Fmn hi lo to which ID lights win attacheil ami dr if the latter al>ng the 
FTOUnd to serve ns a mark f r ttie rest. \* lie went a I nc the ■ thcr* shot at 
the light*. Siiiiptliin-s tie t» j «l <*1 »tll! Rri*t!nF a Ions withe fastened to 
the ll„ht* whi li he await F r un 1 ul 1 arotin 1 hfs In id as he j used nroim t the 
< I rote f tlijrr* who ah t nt the llshts N iw and tlen nlnn a lei sought to 
recover Vis arrow Yne « "flier 'noy niuiVi KrCfRi Vim in Yue tieift wYrti Yne TigVt,* 
coveting him m lib blood, after which I e wonll reh-v-e the player sometimes 
the Iwj hilling the lights wonll I reiS iff all ttu arrows which were stlihinF 
therein Instead • f oil wring their owners to ml ilm them 

rerhf yuskll skll kutfpi They stioot at jn« tied tlFhtly In 1 nnehes. I liyed 
br the larger lojv. Pr «** * nnj p«l around t | lece of hark till It assume® an 
oral sliape loth ends of the grass t>eioF seeureil together The ftw«<> tall thus 

•O^Ula Camea. HolDtla of the Free Jtaseum of Science and Art r 3 pp 3t 43 
I blladelpbta JOOI 

“gloui Caines- Journal of American lolk I>ore » 10 p tt IWo. 

Oame* of Tctoa Dakota Children. The American Anthropologist v 4 pp 337 339 
340 311 ism 
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made Is thrown into the air, and all shoot at it. trying to hit it before It reaches 
the ground ; when it is hit, the arrow generally penetrates the object very far. 
leaving only a small part of the feather end visible. The one who sends bis arrow 
near the heart or mark on the grass ball has the right to toss the ball up Into 
the air; hut he who hits the heart on the ball throws the ball on the ground, 
and then throws It wheie ho pleases, when all shoot at It The game Is generally 
ployed till doth, but there are no stakes put up. 

'CnUehela kutf’pi. Shooting at the cactus. This game Is always played for 
amusement, never for gain On the appointed day the hoys assemble on the 
prairie. One, who must be a swift runner, takes a cactus root luto width be 
thrusts a stick to serve as a handle Grasping the cactus by this handle, he 
holds it aloft as be runs, and the others shoot at it During this game the 
bw 1ft runner himself is regarded as haring become the cactus ; so when one 
of the boys bits the cactus they saj tii.it it enrages the hoy c.ietus. who there- 
upon chases the others "Whenever the boy-cactus overtakes a pi iyer be stl< ks 
bis cactus Into him, turns around, and returns to his former place Again the 
cactus Is held aloft and they shoot at It as before and again the players are 
chased. The game Is kept up till the players wish to stop It 

Ogllcbe LutOpi, Shooting at an arrow set up Some boys hack their favorites 
among the players by furnishing them with articles to be put down as stakes 
On each side of a bill there Is an arrow stuck upright in the ground to sene ns 
a mark The players on one side shoot at the arrow s t t up on the other, the 
players at the front shoot at the arrow In the rear, and then the players In the 
rear shoot at the arrow set up nt the front The np.arer a pli.ier semis tux 
arrow to the mark, the more It counts. Sometimes one of the arrows set up Is 
withdrawn temporarily from Its place to l>c used for shooting at the other arrow. 
Only arrows are staked. 

Mandan, North Dakota. 

Catlin a describes a favorite amusement which thev call the game 
of the arrow (figure u07) : 

The young men who are the most distinguished In this exercise, assemble on 
the prnlrU nt a little dlslante from the village and having paid pai li one his 
entrance fee, such as a shield, a robe, a pipe, or other nrtlele, step forward In 
turn, shooting their arrows Into the air. endeavoring to see who (an get the 
greatest number tiling in the air nt one time, thrown from the s line bow Tor 
this, the number of eight or ten arrows are clenched In the left hand with the 
bow, and the hrxt one which is thrown is elevated to suib n degree ns wlii 
enobte It to remain the longest time possible In the nlr and while it Is flying, 
the others nre discharged ns rapidly as possible and he w ho succeeds In getting 
the greatest number up nt once, is host, ODd takes the goods staked. 

Omaha. Nebraska. 

Kev. J. Owen Dorvy 6 describes the following game-' 

Shooting arrows at u murk Is called ma'kfde The mark (mcdt«*gfe *f'> may 
tie placed nt any dl«tnuee from the contestants There must tie nn earn on miner 
of person* on each side Men play with men and boys with lx>ys Arrows are 
staked Sometimes wbeu nn arrow hits squarely at the mark It wins eight 
arrows or perhaps ten. according to previous agreement Whoa no arrow 

•The Manner*. Cm torn* and Condition of the North American Indiana. » 1. p III. 
London JSll 

* Omaha Sociology. Third Annual Report of the Uurr.au of Ethnology, p. 000, IWt 
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Tatauas In this game a goal is also made of kelp but instead of arrows 
short spears of red buck let erry from 3 to 4 Inches m length are used. This 
game Is played hy two bovs each one sitting down on the beach f icing his 
opponent but at one side of him B takes a piece of kelp stalk (walk a at) 
and thrusts It into the ground at his left side nt w bich V then hurls his spe ir 
Falling to strike the goal B takes la spear and passes his piece of kelp to 
A who then thrusts It into the ground by his left side w lien B hurls the spear 
In case he is successful he retains the spear otherwise the kelp Is returned 
to B and thrown at hy 1 and the game goes on as before The object of the 
game Is to win all the spears of tue opponent 

WA9IIOAN STOCK 

Washo Carson valley, Nevada , 

Dr J TT Hudson describes the following game under the name of 
tsohotumpesh 

An arrow Is stock in the ground slanting toward the marksman who CO feet 
away casts at it a 3-foot blunt airow One <r more opponents take tbelr 
torn standing in the first cn**ters tricks The object Is to strike the leaning 
arrow or knock away an opponent s arrow Tither counts 1 To dislodge the 
target counts 5 or coup Several can play each using any number of darts 
agreed upon 

VU3IAN STOCK 

Maricopa Arizona. 

Mr Louis L Meeker describes a game of grass shooting in which 
n wisp of grass is put upon the arrow where it crosses the bow 
The bow in drawn and the wisp to«sed up and shot in the air or 
the arrow is forfeited 

ZCNIAN STOCK 

Zim Zuiil New Mexico 

Air John G Owens" describes the following game 

ShowO-cs to-pa. The number of plajera is unlimited Each one lias several 
arrows One throws an irrow in the ground 8 or 10 feet in front of him 
the others follow in turn nnl should the nrrow thrown by any one iross that 
of mother nt the bepinuln„ if the feathers hi takes It The limits of success 
are very small, and skillful throwing is required to win the arrows of another 
This i, inn is hut little 1 1 ived at present and I urn doul tful whether the 
joungcr men of tlx trltie know how to play It The decline of the j, tme 

is i rol at It due to the dei line of the use of the bow an 1 arrow t nt I think It 
has left a descend int In 1 >-|«M-lie-w5 Tills Is played only by the J<oys Instead 
of arrows tbij use pieces of I »ne - or 1 Ini lies I nt, with fealhers tied to them. 
\ou way see f,\e or six W>>* ptavlng this game in all parts of the pueblo at 
any time during the summer They general!* touch the Imne to the tongue 
Wore throwing It to make It stick. The jrlncipli of the game is the same 
ns that of the one Just doacrilied 

Mrs Matilda Cove teteien«on * de-cribes the preceding game a? fol 
lows 

* Seme Oarers of tbe Zofli Popular Science Monthly v 30 p SO New York Jgoi 

• Zofll Camei. American itthroroloelat. a », v S p <00 J003 
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Shftwialtowe may he piaved by anj number of persons each oat* being pro- 
vided with several arrows Holding it between his index anil middle Snger and 



FlO. S0» Method of holding: arrows in playing slidwUUtowe Zufil Indians, Zuni, New Mexico, 
from Mrs Stevenson 


tbumi), tlie first player throws an arrow n distance of some 10 or 12 feet r figure 
6081. Then u second player throw’s, aiming to have the feathers on his arrow* 



Fro 500 Plained *tk le n-ied in playing lapoihiwe, Zulu Indians, Znin, New Mexico from Mrs 
Stevenson. 


shaft touch those or the one already on the ground. If be 1* successful he 
tabes both arrows aud makes another throw, when the next ptajer aims at the 
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\M»- «>!• lllf MiKlI! IMLKICtN 'SHUNS Jl 


arrow on the ground. If he full* tin Trow* remain In place and another player 
throws mul mi i n ciub man taking tin urn wn wbl* h nre touched by Ids own. 
Vane limes rainMcrolh dispute nr !-<*-< ns to w hot he r tlio feathers nro real!) In 
fi iiUct tin men stoof Ing and examining tin* arrows w Itli tin* cl wed scnitinv 
If tli« arrows full apart emit i liter takes bis own from the ground mid a 
new gnia I*. I>egm> The tiker of the s full number of arrows wins the game 

hlwe — Implements I figure Vrl] three jiencll like sticks three reeds 
the length of the sticks one « f tin m with n sharpened stick projecting and one 
linger reed (designated the chief) baring a pointed stick attached to the encL 
Two Unify feathers are nttnelied to « ich reed and stlik. 

Three mmiw times plav with the nuinlier of reeds and sticks mentioned lilt 
uh< n in in. th in two j la) It is mu il to In* reuse the number of sticks although 
In the genuine game of tin* Onds of t\ or the number ran n >t exceed s< ven. 

The one prciKring the game dltlles the six smaller reeds and sticks between 
bis op) sineii t md himself and throws “the chief" The gime Is played like 
sh'iW I iltowf excel t that the | I-nrrs are seated anrl throw 
n i-omparntlrtlv short dlstnmx Lfipochine Is one of the 
faaorlte lisbs r games 

Zi m Znfii New Mexico (Cut no 3(y>3, Brook 
I\n Institute Mit-cmn ) 

T« el to fentlierod darts made of slips of twig (fig 
tire .’>10). alxiut 21 inches in Ungtli, each with 
three feathers inserted, total length. 8J inches. 
The set was collected 1>\ the* writer in 1903 The 
name gnen was hpoclnwe 

Ztini. Non Mexico (Cat no 300'., Brook- 
lyn Institute Museum ) 

Miniature bows. 18 J inches m length, two arrows, 
inti n tniget made of grass, 5| inches in length 
(figure 511) Collected by the writer in 1003 

The uarae of the game was giten ns hapoanpl«kwaiwe 
from ha po-au bunc h of grass, and pis kw :d w e, shooting. 
io men or two Ik\s i lay It In summer In the cornfields. 
The target Is entered with sand which is smoothed oter no that the ha po-aa 
does not slum They shoot In turn lent Ing the arrows In the ground Then 
they pull out the arrows together and If neltlier has pierced the target It Is 
bad lock t ut If one has hit the tnrget awl lifts It ont on his arrow he Is sure 
to kill deer The arrows nre old style not feathered find made of cane with 
bard wood fores hafts. 

Mrs Matilda C«\e Meveiiwm ° describes li ipoannc pihlkw anawe 



ZunilniiinM Zofii 
Vew Met it. cat 
no am Brooklyn 
in&titnte 


Implements. — Bow anil arrows an oast roll of gTeen eombnsks 
Vny number may pla) this game V bl poinoe troll of linsks) Is placed upon 
the ground and arrows nre shot at it from a distance of -10 or 00 feet The first 
plaver to strike the roll covers It with a mound of earth rerv much larger than 
the roll itself, while the other* turn their Kicks The one who f laces the 
t> i pounne is almost sure 1 1 mark the exact I .cation of It, hence he resorts to 
various devices to mi 'lead the players V favorite deception is to leave the 
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mound Jon* where the roll is actually buried, having it more elevated nt •some 
other point. The players aim to shoot their arrows into the ha'po<tnne, and the 
one who strikes wins the game. The winner draws the husk from beneath 
the earth with the arrow. When the arrow strikes the mound, but does not 
touch the bA'podnne, it is removed by the one who secretes the object, and a 



Pi(J 511 Target and bow and arrows; length of target, 5) inches, iengtli of bow. ISi jnchew; 

ZnBi Indians. Zuni, New Mexico, cat. no 3005, Brooklyn Instit ute Unseam. 

second player shoots Ills arrow. Each player takes his turn until the La'poJnnO 
is struck, the one having the arrangement of it being the last one to shoot, and 
he is naturally tbo most frequent winner This game affords great amusement 
to the younger men 

SNOW-SNAKE 

I have included under the general name of snow-snake all that class 
of games in which darts or javelins arc hurled along snow or ice or 
free in the air in a competition to see whose dart will go the farthest. 
They appear to he confined to the northern range of tribes, within the 
limit of ice and snow. 

There are three principal types: "First, the snow -snake proper, m 
which a long polished rod is made to glide on the snow or ice ; second, the 
bone slider, in which a piece of bone or horn, stuck with two feathers, 
is made to slide along the ice; third, n game in wlucli a javelin, some- 
times feathered and commonly tipped with horn, is made to slide 
along the ground or to dart through the air, after being made to 
glance by striking the earth or some other obstacle. 

The game of snow -snake is played with rods up to 10 feet in length, 
round or flat, usually highly polished, and not infrequently carved 
nt the end. Shorter sticks, simple jaielins or darts with carved heads, 
ure a ho used. They are made to slide along the frozen crust, or in a 
rut in the snow. Sides are chosen and stakes bet upon the result, a 
snake which outdistances all on the opposite side counting a point. 
Snow-snake is distinctly* a man’s game, but special forms exist for 
women. 

As suggested by the Omaha game, the first form appears to have 
been originally a game of gliding bows, and these may* be referred to 
the two bows of the twin "War Gods. The hurled snakes may* lie 
referred to their war clubs. The bone sliders wbicli have been col- 
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lected from a numlkcr of tribe* — Algonqinnn, Kiowan, and 'Monan — 
remnin mu xplsinml Thet are all alike, with two feathers «tuck on 
pegs, nul -ujyp^t a Inn! in their form The tluril form of darto is 
probabh dented from arrow*, 


ltaiN(|I I \N ST1K K 


AnAPAiio Chet enne and Vrapaho reservation Oklahoma 

Mr .Tames Moonet 4 *iv* 

Tbe Uitl i|tflt i (atit nrlatM tiijlflp) piw of lit* Vrainho nu 1 i ther prairie 
trllios somewhat re«tn»lli** i!k Irwiuol* jpune of tin *now-*nakc ntil I* [ I-tyed 
t y ihll Iren or crown |eiMW « f loth iw xc*. It h n very *Im| It panic tlie con- 
test inti m< rtlv throwing < r *11 ling tin* *tl<k* nl >« g tls* gTuun I t > w wl*» tail 
fend tlieni firtbeit Two prrwn* or two parti*** | lav ng*iln«t each i tlier 
Ion h tnelln e* t Hying against girl*. or men nraln.it worm n It K however, 
more i«j«.lillT n girl* game Ttie innw 1 >tl<ii> (HVthita nn) nre slender willow 
ml* al»ut 4 feet 1< ng pea Ini and painted, aid tffped with a point of Itiffalo 
horn to entile them to «II le more e-isllj nling the ground In throwing, the 
plater twill th« »ll<i at the npperend with the thumb and finger* and. awing 
Ins It hl*e a pendulum thrum It out with a sweeping n» Ik n. \oung men tbmw 
arrow* ahum In the aatne way ami small tor* sometime* throw < nllrnry reeds 
or weed stalk*. 


CtreiENMk Oklahoma (Cat no 21*M3 Free Mu«cttm of Science 
and Art Uimrr*it% of IVnnsv lv inia ) 

Feathered lxine (figure M2) for throwing on tin ice called liekone 
iiat-r-tmi or bone game con>i ting of a piece of buffalo or l»eef 
rib 7 inches in length with two «ti<k- fitted at one end. eieli 
beanng a hawk feather dvrd ltd. total length 2i inches 
It wa» < olli ried h\ Mr Lotus I* Meeker who Ills kindh fnm hid 
the following particulars 


The thumb I* pi iced on one «ide of the 



Pic Sli Fcatlv-red bone slider- length. * Inches: 
Cheyenne lncLans Oklahoma. eat no £1M3. 
Fre** Mnaenm of So fa S' and Art, C niretsi ty o' 


while tbe «ix leg ^ of the tarantula . 


tie the f rcflngcr lie tween the stick*, 
with tin en l ajnin*l the en I «f tbe 
bone nn 1 the < tlwr three finger* i p- 
jxweit to the thnmb against thentlier 
*1 le of the ril the <* nvex si le tf 
which is <1 \mi it l* thin thrown 
donnuDil forward 11 gainst a *1 1 wth 
surface preferul lv lee *e that It 
glance* fi rwanl a* thrt wios^tlcks 
nml *now-smke» do. 

TIh? mirk* etched on tbe bone rep- 
resent a h irneil t >ii 1 tarantula 
tbe milkv wiv and the moon. The 
fear mark* Invoke the four win I* 
op in Idtwn in I theeinlfml points 


Oklahoma (Cat no GTTiS, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Dart points made of polished horn 3f indie* in length mounted on 
*ticks %i and 32 inches in length The shorter one is notched at 
the end like an arrow 


•Tbe Cbost4iDf« Eeflgloa. Fourteenth Annual Report of tbe Bnma of Ethnology 
p 100" 1*90. 
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Collected by Rev. H. R. Voth in 1890, who gave the following in- 
formation: 

The points are of buffalo horn and are employed as points for sticks from 4 to 
€ feet long The arrows thus formed are used In a game In which a number of 
girls shoot or hurl the darts along the road or other smooth ground. The object 
of the contest is to determine who can make the dart go farthest 

Cheyenne. Cheyenne reservation, Montana. (Field Columbian 
Museum.) 

Cat. no. 099S5. Javelin, with conical bone head, 5 inches in length, 
and wooden shaft painted blue ; total length, 66 inches. 

This wa3 collected in 1901 by Mr. S. C. Simms, who describes it as 
used in a woman's game, played on the ice or hard crust of snow and 
called majestum. 

Cat. no. G9984. Arrow tipped with a conical bone point, 4 inches in 
length, with wooden shaft, painted yellow, and having feathers 
tied at the end; total length, 27-J inches. 

Tliis w ns collected in 1901 by Sir S. C. Simms, who describes it as 
used in a man’s game. 

Tbe stick Is seized by one end, whirled rapidly around with a veitlcnl mo- 
tion, and released when It gains momentum. The object Is to make It go as 
far ns possible. 

Chippewa , Apostle islands, AV isconsin. 

J. G. Kohl ° saj's : 

The Indians are al-o said to baic many capital games on the Ice. and I had 
the opportunity, at any rate, to Inspect the Instruments employed in them, 
which they called slio'himfin (slipping sticks). These are elegantly carved and 
prepared; at the end they are slightly bent, like the Iron of n skate, and form 
a heavy knob, while gradually taperiug down m the handle They east these 
sticks with considerable skill over the smooth Ice Iu order to glte them 
greater Impulsion, a small, gently rising Incline of frozen snow Is formed on 
the Ice. over which the gliding sticks bound In this way they gain greater 
Impetus, and dart from the edge of tbe snow mound like arrows. 

Wisconsin. 

Prof. 1. 1. Ducatel b says: 

They have their sbosehman, or snow stick, about the length of a common 
walking cane, cut out In tbe shape of a sledge, which they cause to slide over 

Mille Lacs, Minnesota. (Cat. no. 204597, United States Na- 
tional Museum.) 

A wooden chib, 264 inches in length, flat on one side and round on 
the reverse, one end wedge-shaped, with its upper face burned 
and marked with incised lines painted red and yellow, as shown 
in figure 513. Collected by Mr G. II. Beaulieu. 

• Kltcbl Ovmt. Wanderings round Luke Superior, p 00. London. 1 SCO 
•A Fortnight among tbe Cblppewat. Tbe Indian Stlscellanr, p 30H Alban?, 1S7? 
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This object is stated by the collector to be n rabbit club, which is 
glanced or thrown along the surface of the «now to hill (he animal, 
“ like a snow snake." 

w 

Fia 513 Bnaw-*nakc length. 5H Inches, Chippewa Indians, 31111a Ijtcn, MlnwwTa <>1 no. 
34.V Cnite-l SU tea National Museum. 

Chippewa Bear island, Leech lake, Minnesota (American Museum 
of Natural Ilistorj.) 

Cat no Snow -snake (figure 514a), a straight stick, pointed 

at one < nd. 20 inches in length 

Cat. no T J§! Snow Muhe (figure r *14&), cuneu upward and ex- 
panding at the fnrthcr end, 20J inches m length 
These specimens were collected in 11*01 h\ Dr William .Tones, who 
describes them as plajed on the enow and called shodiini in, sliders 



Fio Silo 6 Bhow-anakra length*. 29 and t>| Inches Chippewa Indian*. Bear I, la nil. Loach 
lake Minnesota cat no ,1;, *11, American Uuaeatn of V»tnrol History 



3? 


Fio 515 Snow-makes length Ul Inches Chippewa Indian*. Bear island Leech lake Minne- 
sota. cat no *)1, American Museum of *futnra! H story 

Cat no rffj Six snow snakes (figure 515), 12} inches in length, 
with fore ends turned upward and carved difTerentlv 
Collected b> Dr William Jones, who describes them under the name 
of shoshiman. sliders 

A Binall boj- s game Each lias an equal number Pltj etl on n ridge of snow, 
down which a little groove ia made The object is to Bend the stick the farthest. 




snow-snake: chef 
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Chippewa. Bois fort, near Rainy river. Minnesota. (Cat. no T )f r , 
American Museum of Natural History.) 

Wooden chib (figure 51G), made of white cedar, tapering to the point 
and burned black; 22 inches in length. Collected by Dr Wil- 
liam Jones in 1903. 



Flo. lift Sro-w-sOAke; length. 2! thebe*. Chljipew* ImUnnA, BoV* tort. Minnesota, cat no ,ff lt 
Amerkan Mane am of Natural History 

Turtle mountain. North Dakota. (Cat. no. *4-^, American 

Museum of Natural History.) 

Wocxlen club (figure 517), 21$ inches long, expanded at the upper end 
and painted ml. 

Collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones, who describes it ns thiWn 
on the snow with a wrist movement and gives the name ns kwnshkwti- 
shiman, bounding slider. 



Flo 511 length, tl) in-.hea-. CMjvp«st*. Iu4i*n«, Tuttle monnlAlo, North Dakota; 

rat. no »•},, American Mtueom of Natural History 


Cree. Musknwpetung reserve, Qu’appelle, Assiniboin. (Field Co- 
' lumbinn Museum.) 

Cat. no. G1989. Wooden dart (figure 518), 7J inches in length, the 
shaft decorated with n burnt design; described by the collector, 
under the name nf puckitseeninn. 

Flayed by any number of pei*ons. or either fox or nay age. either singly or by 
partners. A narrow track. Is made down the side of a hill covered with snow 
for a distance of W1 feet or 
more Tills track is Iced The 
puck Is started at the top of the 
track:” It Is not shoved, 
must start off by Its ou n vt eight 
The track Is barred at four 
points, about 10 feet apart, hy 
snow harriers The object Is to pass the puck through as many ns possible or 
all of the four barriers, and at the same time to hue It not leave the track 1 
To win, the dart must he passed through all four harriers four times hy the 
same person or partners Gouot Is kept, however according to the number of 
barriers passed tbiougb Considerable skill is aciuihed Id this game in the 
handling of the puck. 


Flo SIS bnow dart ( put VUsei 
Creo Indiniifl. Assralbofa ral 
btan Mu-eum 


Cat. no. €1991. Wooden dart (figure 519) , similar to the preceding, 
but longer; length, 18$ inches. 

This is described by the collector, under the name of shooceeman, 
throwing to slide: 

Played hy men only, elthei singly or la jiartnershlp Tour barrier* of loose 
enow ate constructed at distances of n few feet apart and Immediately bebinjl 
each other. 
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Tlie plnyers stand about ton foot distant from the nearest harrier and the 
stick Is thrown n« in underhand Iwwllng direct!} nt the nearest larrier, which 
It hi preaches with a gilding motion Tiie object of llte frame Is to pass the 
Ultk through the intiri Kt of I wrier* nt one throw, which wln» the game 
points tuny be counted however oecordtng to the number of Inrrlen penetrated 
by the dart. 

In the case of n tic between jlnjirs the winner In the pi ij-ofT must pn«s his 
dart through nil hi triers four times 



FiO 512 Bnow dart 1 ngth 1*1 inebro, Crw India as Axdniboia cat. no CI901 

n»M Columbian Jt aurora 

Cat no G19*K) Tint stick (figuri >20), one end pointed and curved 
upward, length. M| indie*. 

It is described Ip the toilet tor under the name of e-tjuavopnckit 
Reeman 

Game placed hy women exclusively Similar to game cat no CIORO except 
tint the Ice path Is made with numerous turnings and Ls not Impeded bj 
birrlers, The Ice path Is also mult much narrower l>elng but little wider thau 
the dart itself The passage of tin d irt around the several tamings is e*iulrn 
tent to the pissing of the d irt through tin snow 1 irrlers in tin men s games. 



Fig 530 8now-dxrt .-«iOayopurkit.*eman) lerarth 1<1 IncUe. Croo Indian*, A*lolbol« cat 
fin 6199ft, Field Colombian Moae mw. 

All of tlie preceding -{hi linens were collected bj Mr J V. Mitchell 
(Jhosventkeb I'oit Belknap Mont ins (Cat no Vmencin 

Museum of JvBtiiril IIi-torj ) 

End of beef rib having two wooden pegs inserted at one end, upon 
which feathers are stuck, length, 24 inches V model collected 
by Dr 1 L Kroeber 
Mesomu.ee Wisconsin 

Dr "Walter J Hoffman 8 descubes the following game 

Another game for both amusement and gambling was termed the snow-snake 
nml was un doubted! 1 T derived from the Ojibwu it was played during the 
winter either In the snow or on the Ice and the only article necessary con 
stated of a piece of hard wood from 5 to 0 feet long and from one-half to three- 
fourths of an Inch thick. The bead wis t nlb-llte and shaped like a snake with 
■eyes and a cross cut to denote the mouth. This rnunted end permitted it to 
pass over slight Irregularities In Its forward movements The player would 
grasp the end. or tall of the snake In i uttlug the index finger against the end 
*»nd the thumb on one side opposite to which would be the remaining three, 
fingers tlwn sto< ping toward tlie ground the snake was held horizontally from 

»The Menoralnl Indiana I onrtwnth Vonual Report of (lie Hurra j of Ethnology p 2-14 
ISIS 
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right to left find form! forward In the direction of the head, shimming along 
rapidly for n considerable distance [See figure 521 ) 

The Ojitnva play the game in a similar manner, hut they sometimes )>t ite a 
ridge of snow slightly inclined away from the player In order to pne the 
snake an upward ome fi9 It leaves the hands, thns propelling it a considerable 
distance before touching the snow or Ice. 



Fid 521. Menominee Indian holding enow-soake preparatory to throwing, Wisconsin, from 
Hoffman 

Missis vuga. New Credit, Ontario. 

Rev. Peter Jones 0 says: 

Their principal play during the winter season is the snow-snake, which Is 
made of hard smooth timber, about 6 feet long, having eyes and mouth like a 
snake. The manner of playing is to take the snake by the tall, and throw it 
along the snow or ice with all their strength Whoever sends his snake the 
farthest a certain number of times gains the prize. 


'History ot the OJehway Indiana, p 134, London, 1861. 
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Nofriugfuock Xorndgewock Maine 
Rasies 0 gives, tinder jouets des enfans 
SShe c est uu bols pint qu IU font gl sser sur la nfge glace 
Pa^sasiaquoddi Maine 

Mrs W W Brown 6 describes the following game (figure 522) 
Tso-hl ta ben, or t«o-be-ac requires more skill both In construction and play 
lug than other outdoor games. It is played on the crust or In nl -drifted anon of 
the hillside If this Is the game spoken of bj olber writers us snow snakes, 
there is" nothing In the name to so Indicate Each plater Is -supposed to supply 
himself with the required few t so he- ic sticks. In that case all the sticks are 
bunched and thrown up except five sticks though it sometimes happens that 
quite a number will Join in the game each contestant catching what be can as 
thev fall These sticks bate different values and as distance Is what Is aimed 
at. the one going furthest wins all the others of 
the same kind. They are set In motion by that 
peculiar movement which bovs nse In sloping 
stones on the water The shouts of the players 
os the 6tkk flies over the snow to the goal of 
success or bunes Itself In the drift of defeat, 
ore deafening \s the sticks are one by onev 
set In motion tbe player sings “ la bft wfl la 
I 'l wft ” calling tbe stick by name and this 
echoed an 1 reechoed from the valley Is not al 
together unmusical The sticks or tso-he-Se 
are named m-quou at lio-sU p-tqQk who|-f.|b, 
ske-ga wels and be-dupk to. Mquon the spoon is about 2 feet long flat at 
top and bottom with one end concave like tbe bowl of a spoon At ho sis 
the snake Is long slender and round one end resembling a snakes head the 
otl er pointed Ske-ga weis Is flat underneath, round oil top about 2 feet In 
length one end notched to resemble Its name of wart. F t gQk who! flk Is the 
largest of all From 5 to 7 feet long anil nearly round, both ends raised slightly 
and pointed going with great force and speech it drives in and out through the 
snow causing much merriment and noisy betting Be-dupk t s the duck Is about 
3 feet (long] flat on top round underneath with an end like the head of a duck 
Sometimes these t so-he-ac are clever imitations the coloring being also effective. 
Though this game is not played is much as formerh even the young boys seem 
to understand whittling the sticks iDto a recognizable resemblance to the duck ' 
Penobscot Oldtown, Maine. (Cat no 48^33 to 48235, Peabody 
Museum of Vmencnn Archaeology and Ethnologj ) 

Three carved sticks flat on the under side and curving upward in 
front, one (4S233) snake head 21 inches in length (figure 523a) , 
another (48234), spoon mouth 18 inches m length (figure 523&) , 
and the third (48235), 14) inches in length (figure 5230 
These specimens were made hv Big Thunder and collected b\ Mr 
C C Willoughby, who furnished the following account of the game, 
which is called suha 

• Memoir* of the American Academy of Art* and Science*, n a v 1 p <7" Cam 
bridge 1S33- 

•soine Indoor and Outdoor Games of the tt Abenaki Indiana P roceed Inga and Traneae 
Ilona of the Royal Society of Canada » 6 tec. 2 p 44 Montreal 18S0 



Flo 522 Snow darts (a) m <iaon 
fhoepoon <6) atrho^la, the male 
(c) ske-gH-wela, the wart (d> 
p'Vgnkwhol Mr («) be-dnpk te. 
the dock pBssamnqnoddy In 
dliuie. Maine from Mrs W W 
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When a man wanted to play this game he took a number of his sn ha sticks 
and went through the village calling “su ha! su ha!” One or more of the 
players would take n boy by the feet and drag him down some incline, thus 
making a track, or path. In the snow Down this path each player in turn, 
calling out “ 6U ha ' ” threw one of bis Btlcks, as a spear is thrown To mark 
the distance this stick was stuck up in the snow beside the path, opposite the 


Fro. 321 a.b.c Snow snakes, lengths, St, IS. and 11) inches, Penobscot Indians, Old town, Maine, 
cat. no 43233 to 4S235, Peabody Museum of American Archroology and Ethnology 

place where It stopped. When nil the sticks bad been thrown, they became the 
property of the man whose stick had covered the greatest distance. lie would 
gather them all up and selecting such as he wanted, calling out at the same 
time *‘su ha!" throw the others up In the air, and they became the property 
of those strong and quick enough to secure them. This game has not been 
played since 1S42. 

Sauk and Foxes. Iowa. (Cat. no. yffy, American Museum of 
Natural History.) 

Slender stick of hard wood (figure 524), 254 inches in length, with 
an egg-shaped end hardened by fire. 

Collected by Dr William Jones, who describes it as snow-snake. 
Prof. Frederick Starr informed the writer that it was swung by the 
small end to give it impetus. 



FjO Bit Snow-snake; length, 25| Inches Sank and Fox Indiana, Iowa, cat. no ,38,, American 
Mnsenm of Natural History 

— - Iowa. (American Museum of Natural History.) 

Cat. no. iHr- Three pointed sumac sticks, 46 to 52 inches in length. 

Collected by Dr William Jones, who gives the name as shoskwihani, 
sliders. 





F la 835. Snow-snakes length. 30 inches. Sauk and Fox Indians, Iowa, cat. no. ilk American 
Museum of Natural History. 

Cat. no. Two narrow, flat sticks (figure 525) , rounded on the 

upper side, 30 inches in length; one burned black for the entire 
length on the upper side, the other burned only at the head. 
Collected by Dr William Jones, who gives the name as manetowagi, 
snakes. 
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They are played on the lee or frozen ground br men and ore thrown with a 
wTi«t rflOTement flat side down so that Use% glide along for a great dlstanre- 
CM no ylSn t!*t Two sets of ‘licks, one of each white and the 
other black one (figure 52&r) having an ovate head 31 inches m 
length and the other (figure o2G£>) a conical head 331 inches m 
length 

The^e were collected by Dr William Jone- who gives the name of 
both as miskwapi and «tate~> that ther are plated on the frozen 
ground or on the tee 

In throwing they are whirled around the bead and when played ou the 
ground are made to glance from an Incline. 





Ft« 535 a b Saow-nu&ex. lensUm. 31 «nd 33< (nchrtc Sank and Fox In dia ns . Iow» cat no tit, 
»!*». American i[n»«m of Natural Hutorr 

Sack and Foxes. Iowa (Cat do American Mu-eum of 

Natural Hi'torv ) 

Two darts (figure h^~), 26 inches long, with flat wooden heads, one 
painted blue and the other plain with a «tick 244 inches long 
having a bark cord attached with which the dart« are «lung 
Collected by Dr "William Jones. 





JUj Si" a 6 SkBKing-darta and »tick: l^nrtli of darta. Se inrhe*; lyn^thof stack, iijincfcen. Sank 
and Fox Indians. Iowa. at no j}„Anmjia Maf*mn of Natural History 

A summer game The one whose dart goes farthest wins. The game Is called 
nane^kwapuchuwenl and the darts nanestwapuehi 

Tama Iowa. (Cat no 36750, Free Museum of Science, and 

Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 

Two peeled saplings of box. elder, 664 inches in length 

The-=e were collected by the writer in 1900, and described to him as 
javelins for a game under the name of tnaskwapihoh. 
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Seneca Xew York 

Jlorgan® describes tlie game of guwnsa, or ‘now snake, as follows. 

Among the amusements of tlie winter season in Indian life was the game with 
snow snakes I figure 530] It was primarily designed as a diversion for the 
young but It was occasionally made n public game between the tribes like the 
other, and aroused a great degree of spirit and the usual amount of betting 
The snake wa* thrown with the hand by placing the forefinger against Its 
foot and supporting It with the thumb and remaining fingers. It was thus 
made to run upon the snow crust with the st>ced of an arrow and to a much 
greater distance sometimes running 00 or SO rods The success of the player 
depended upon hts dexterity and muscular strength. 

The snakes were made of hickory an l with the most perfect precision and 
finish They were from 5 to 7 feet In length nlxmt n fourth of an Inch In 
thickness and gradually diminishing from about an Inch in width at the bead 
to about half un Inch nt the foot. The bead was round turned up slightly, 
and pointed with lead to Increase the momentum of the snake This game 
like that of ball was divided Into n number of separate contests, and was 
determined when either party had gained the number of points agreed upon 
which was generally from 7 to JO The plnjers were limited and select, usu 
ally not more than six V station was determined upon with the line or gen 
oral direction in which the snake was to be thrown. After they had all been 




Fio 530 Snow-MiaVe- Senoco Indians, New Turk- from Morgan. 


thrown by the players on both 6ldes the nest question was to determine the 
count. The snake which ran the greatest distance was a point for the side 
to W hlch It belonged. Other points might be won on the same side. If a second 
or third snake was found to be ahead of all the SDakes upon the adverse side. 
One count was made for each snake which outstripped all upon the adverse side 
These contests were repeated until one of the parties had made the requisite 
number of points to determine the game 

With the snow boat [da ya no ta yen da qua] was played one of the 
winter games of the Iroquois m which the object was to discover which 
boat would run the farthest in an iced trench or path The boat 
was about 15 inches in length, and made of beech or other hard wood, 
something in the fashion of a canoe It was solid, with the exception 
of an ohlnng cavity in the center., designed to suspend hells or other 
rattles upon In the stem of this little ves&el a white feather was 
inserted for a flag, by which to follow it m its descent On tlie 
bottom the boat was rounded, but with a slight wind lengthwise, as 
shown in the figure [531], to give it a true direction A sids hill, 
with an open plain below, was the kind of place selected to trv the 
speed of the boats Trenches in a straight line down the hill, and 
about a foot wide, were made bv treading down the snow, after 

• Leu sue of the Jroqoota, p 303 Koch ester. 1851 
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which water was pouml into them that it might freeze and line the 
trenches throughout their whole extent with ice. These trenches to 
the number of a dozen, side by side, if ns many individuals intended 
to play, were finished with the greatest can* and exactness, not only 
down the hillside, but to a considerable distance ucrovs the plain 
Iwlow. At the same time the boats themselves were dipped m water, 
that they might nl«o lx? exulted with ice. 

Tlie people divided by trilies in playing tliis, ns in all other Iroquois 
games, the Wolf. Bear, Beaver, ami Turtle tribes playing against 
the Door, Snijw*. Heron, and Hawk. At the tiino appointed the 
people assembled at the ln«e 
of the hill and divided ofT by 
tribes, and then commenced 
(lotting on the result, n cus- 
tom universally practised on 
such occasions. The game 
was played by select players 
who wore stationed at the top 
of the hill, each with two or 
three boat®, and standing at the head of his own trench. lVhcn all 
wns in readiness the boats wero started off together at the appointed 
moment, and their rapid descent was watched with eager interest by 
the people below. ... If the game was 20 it would be con- 
tinued until one side had made that number of points. A count of 
one was made for every boat which led all njxm the adverse side, so 
that if there were si.x platers upon n side it wns possible for that 
nmnlier to be mado at one trial. On the contrary, if all the boats hut 
one upon one side were in advance of all but one on the adverse side, 
and the latter was in advanco of all, Uus head Ixjnt would win and 
count one. Tlie principles of the game ore precisely the same as m 
tlie snow-snnke game. 

Morgan says also:* 

There was another same of Jsrellno, pH ga-<l l-yfln'-duk, played by shooting 
them through the air In this same the Jatclln used was made of sumac. 
Ins-nose of Its lightness, and w as of the same length and sire ns In the former 
[see page 410 J This game was divided Into contests as the hall giune, and was 
won* hy the party which first made the number agreed u[»n The game was 
usually from 15 to 20, nml the number of ptnyers on a side ranged from fire to 
ten. When the parties w ere ready, tlie one who lmd the first throw selected the 
object upon which the Javelin wns to he thrown, to give It an upward flight, and 
nls> its distance from the standing point If, for example, It wns a log. at the 
distance of o rod. the player placed bis forefinger against the foot of the Javelin, 
and. supporting it with his thumb and second finger, he threw it in such a 
manner, that It would s trite the upper part of the log, and thus be thrown up 
Into the air, and forward, until Its force was spent. In this manner all the 
* League of tbe Iroquois, p 301, Uochest«r. 1SS1 
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placers. In turn threw their Javelins. Tie one wl Scb was thrown tl e greatest 
distance won a point. If at oil or npon the fame file wn« In alvance of all 
opon the opposite sdc It « anted another and so on for every one whirl led all 
those upon the opposite slle In tie nest contest, the sect tid party <.) »sc the 
object over wblcl to tl mw the jarelln. an 1 the d!«tan e The {Time was thus 
continued, until the ntrailier of points were gained which were agreed njion 
for the game 

Seneca Seneca reservation Cittaraugus counts, New h orb 
Dr Matter Hough* ]>nbli*f ctl the following account from infof 
ination furnished bt Yndrcw John jr a member of the tribe 
The game of Wow a-ss or *now-«nake the national game of the Iroquois 
It may be called Is stilt j layed V straight well 1 ■eaten road is now usually 
cho'en though sometines It Is placed In the oj>en as formerly The snakes 
are brought out to the great glee of the toys whose ears are on the alert, when 
some one says, dan-dl wa-^a ye " "lets play snow-snake" because they have 
tl e honor to run and I ring tai k for the tl rowers The snake Is a thin roun led 
strip ot bard wood from ** to 10 feet long anl 11 Inches wide at most, made 
terv smooth shod at the for* nrd cn 1 with n pewter nose piece nnl n t curved 
upward Mr John says. It Is Ini meed on the left hand and 1 eld ly the tall 
In the right hand, the h i-’er* hell g beneath and the thumb above Hold i»g it 
tbo« the jlajcr run* 3 or 4 rods and Just before he throws he jumps. The 
Stick skips nwn> over tl e snow like an arrow or |<erbapA one ecmld better say 
like a snake. The skill in tbe game Is in delivering the snake at the best slant, 
so that none of the original Impetus given by tbe powerful right arm is lost. 

The game is usually of four snakes — that h the l<est three throws in four 
When skillful players contend the excitement Is very great among the In. 
dians and there is mu U l>ett ng sometimes for high stakes In fact the game 
Is for betting purposes entirely 

New York {Cat no 52241 Peabody Museum of Vmenean 

Archzeologv nnd Ethnology ) 

Snow «nake consisting of a btghlv polished bicl orv sapling T feet 
8 inches in length the forward end tipped with lead 
Tins specimen was formerlv owned bv Chief Two Gun who won 
several prizes with this snake and whose totem a fish is cut on one 
face Collected bv Mr John W Sanborn 

Another specimen in this collection {cat no 5°242), made bv In 
dians has not been used 

Grand River reserte Ontario (Cat no no 98, Field Colum 

bian Museum ) 

Snow «nake made of polished hiekort sapling 7 feet 11 inches in 
length shod with lead at forward end for a length of 4J inches. 
Collected bj Mr S C Stroms who gives the following account of the 
method of plaj 

The snake gu wa-sa is thrown along a narrow shallow rut In tbe snow made 
by the dragging of a log The plarer gra«ps tbe end. or tall of tbe snake by 
putting the index finger against tbe end and the thumb to one side, opposite to 

■ Oiiues of Spoors Indiana. The American Anthropologist. Tip. 131 1SSS 
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v. Well would be tt» remaining three fingers, then, stooping toward the ground, 
the snake Is held horizontally o\er the rut In the snow, and with n few quick 
short stejw is throun with considerable force along the rut Sides are chosen 
to pl.iy the g-tme. The snake which runs farthest wins, and a count Is wide by 
each snake which leads all uiwn the opposite side 

Trso.uion t. New York. {Cat. no. 1G340, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania. ) 

Four sticks of hard wood, shared to a point, 41 J inches in length; 
designated as throwing sticks, ka-te nya-ta. 

KIOWA N STOCK 

Kiowa. Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 152900, United States National Mu- 
slim.) 

Ilone slider, consisting of n pieco of rib bone (Ggurc 532), 4-} inches 
in length, the upper concate face marked wifli small holes, having 
two feathers stuck on wooden pegs in one end; total length, 17 
inches. Collected by Mr James Mooney. 



Fio &3» F*«tborrd toono rtlder; length, IT Inches, Kiowa Indian*. Oklahoma, cat no 153908, 
United States National Mnwum 


KULANAPAN STOCK 

Pomo. Seven miles south of Ukinh, Mendocino county, California. 
(Cat. no. 70945, Field Columbian Museum.) 



Fio 533 Ground-coasting arrows arerage length 3 feet, Pomo Indiana, Mendocino county, 
California cat no 70915, Field Columbian Museum 

Thirteen sticks (figure 533), with butt ends marked in pairs with 
burned devices ; average length, 3 feet. 

Collected by Dr J. TV. Hudson, who describes them as ground- 
coasting arrows, called mului, a name also applied to a process of 
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etching i rod by holding it m a blaze after it is bound or protected m 
partbj w ithes of another material os grapevine, hazel etc 
The darts are about the size of arrows Distance only counts. There are 
fire distinct main I symbols placed on the darts oil named for or as symbols for 
certain animals 


itARlPOSVN STOCK 

losers Title River reservation, Tnlntfe conntj, California (Cat 
no 7(M0o, Held Columbian Museum ) 

Lance of peeled sapling (figure 534), CC| inches in length It is 
described by the collector. Dr «T IV Hudson, as a snow-snake or 
ground dart The butt is weighted by being wound with iron wire 


Flo 534. Snow-*n*kc length. 6f,| In the* Yoknt* Indians Tnle Hirer rncrrmtioa, Tulare 
county California cat.no "n«S, Field Colombian SI mourn 

3IOQCELLMNAN STOCK 

Tor in true nr Big creek, Tnolumne counti, California (Cat no 

70230, 70231, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Two flat, tapering «tieks of wild cheny (figure 53o), 3S inches in 
length with tips burned with two rings end whip with buck- 
skin thong and stock, 31$ inches m length 




noiS. Throwing or wh pping-sticks, with whip *nd lash length of sticks. & Inches length 
of whipstock. 311 Inches Topinagngtm Indians. Tnolomne comity Cal fornia cat. no. "0231* 
-teat. Field Colombian linseum. 


Collected b\ Dr J W Hudson, who describes them as throwing- 
or whipping sticks u«ed in a game called kuitumsi (kuitu, farthest 
one) 

The lance la ma kn yi ta Is one-fourth of an inch In diameter at the butt, 
expanding to fire-elghtbs of an Inch at the tip The different ones are marked 
to distinguish them X buckskin thong pc-hu na ha ft ta (buckskin to whip)* 
Is tied to a wooden handle The farthest cast wins. 
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Dr J. W. Hudson describes also these Indians as casting along the 
ground sticks. 4 feet long, made of willow or calacanthu*-. Each 
player has one cast. The one throwing the farthest, wins. The 
Io«er is thumped on the head with the knuckles. The game is called 
paktimship; pakiir, lance. 


SIOUAX STOCK 

Assrxmocf. Tort Union, Montana. 

Mr Edwin T. Denig 0 says: 

The women slide long sticks on the suow. 

Cnow s. Crow recreation, Montana. (“Field Columbian Museum.) 
Cat. no. 69G57. Feathered dart, a piece of beef rib, painted red and 
incised with crossed lines, 61 inches in length, having two long 
twigs inserted at the squared end, upon which feathers dyed red 
are stuck; total length, 29 inches. 

Collected in 1901 by Mr S. C. Simms, who describes it as played 
by boys on the ice. 



FlO Mfi. Dime dart- length, 32| Inches; Crow Indians, Montana, rat do 6CXK3, Field Colnm- 
Wan Memo am 

Cat. no. C9653. Javelin (figure 536), a thin sapling, painted red and 
tipped with horn ; length, 32J inches. 

Collected in 1901 by Mr S. C. Simms, who describes it as u«ed in a 
man’s game. 

The stick Is seized by the end, whirled rapidly with a vertical motion, and 
released when it pains momentum The object Is to make It po as far as 
possible 

Dakota (Oglala). Pine Ridge reservation. South Dakota. (Free 
Mu«einn of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 



Cat. no. 22120. A fragment of beef rib (figure 537), 8 inches in 
length, with feathers stuck on two wooden pegs inserted in one 
end of the bone ; total length. 25 inches. 

* Unpublished mam script In the Bureau of American Ethnology 
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Collected In Mr I>itns I* Mocktr,* who de*s rd«-s tli«r iinplcrmnt 
imdirtlu nuim of ptslnhanpi asllinmn in Unsori lh« ict 
Cat no 2212s A thin straight dart {figure WS). 2^2 inches m 
length tipped with n com of horn mid lining a bunch of 
ft idiers secured with Mm w lit the elnftmcnt 



Flow TI->t- Umi.lncsrro* lro*tb, »| torVs OgUU D»fcn« lndl»n«. linn Fiklrr l» rr*- 
U m 8. olb Iwkot* nit no r*l“< Fm- isa*ram of K irtvs tul Art. Lnlrersllj of I*«;B.yh 
nili 

De-crdied hr the collector, Mr Loin*. L. Meeker.* under the name 
of pt« he-'ic, as thrown iimhrhnnd In fsits ugnui't tin ground to 
glance to n gnat distance Tlie one wliox •.tick goes firthest tike- 
idl the ot hi r ‘ticks. Tins game i- de-cnlied ht I)r .T It Walker ’ 
iimong the It tons limit r thi mine of wo-kntc pte liestc gime of th< 
moling cow 

\n\ iinmtier of jienuMis may |liy IjhIi |ln»r tuny tin*- a«e numl<er of 
nr rows. lilt nil pliycp* ehoult Imre the uiih boiiiNt Two pantile! tines ore 
drawn from Ci'to *» foil n|sirt Tte(lny«r>< like tlelr (ami 1 1 n on on. nM. „f 
IIiom limn. \ (layer must llin w liU In rn<sl arrow no tint It may Ntrtk, l<e- 
iwetu Hie two nn l »1I li layout IIhui Tin* |hyin> throw alliniatily 
until nil Hi* nrnnr* nn lliwm. \t tin* end tin l layer win*** arrow Pm 
larthe-t from 11 k lines wins Us* piroe 

Cat no 22112 \ blender sapling (Itgttrt Wi) tipjnsl with n horn 

point f>1 inch* s in length 

IX scrilied bt the collector Mr Louis 1^ Met ki r 4 nndi r the name of 
wintanta pido hanpi the girls’ throwing stick 
Tlie sticks hell ly the extreme enk with f reducer l*>h!n 1. nre enst high 
In the nlr Tin pom l« j Hjnl ft r small sticks nlstut the slw ef Jeml jmiclls or 
larger the mine ns nn n««xl for <tmnt< rs I j the men In the tnoomsln pi me 
This game is described li\ I>r .1 II Walker' umhr the name of 
woskntc hepislohanpi gann of honied jaw litis and the implement 
he git c** ns bcwnhiikezala honietl jatehn 
Tilt giuie Is pined ly throwing the Jtrelln so that It will sirlki nn 1 MI le on 
the mw or lee an 1 tlie » ne wlws-c Jatelln slides tin f wiliest wins. 

DtKtiTt (Tfton) Pine Ilidgt resort ation South Dakota ( Vmen 
tin Museum of Natural Hi-tort ) 

Cat no (-ft* Two pairs of 'ticks (figure MO) flat on ont* side and 
rounded on the othir slighth expanded and turned up at the 
end one feet 48 inches and the other 44 inches in length, one «ct 
plain and the other with three dragon flies painted on the upper 

* Ogalata (James Bulletin of Ibe Free Sloseim of Selenee sod Art r 3 p 15. rhlla 
delphla I not 

•Ibid pH „ 

r SIOUX Comes Jonrnnl of American Folk Lore v 15 p 3' 1!">0 
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fjce. Collected by Dr J. R. Walker, who describes them under 
the mine of canpaslohanpi, nsed in the game of throwing sticks, 
wcsltate canpaslohanpi . 0 



Fid 5-0 Girls' throwmg-sticfc, length. (3 metes, Oglala Dakota Indiana, Pine Ridge reserva- 
tion, Zenith Dakota, cat no 2£13£, Free Museum of Krienco and Art, Dnrveraity of Pennsyl- 
vania 

Each player has hut one throwing stick Any number of persons may play 
The game Is played bv grasping the stick at the smallel end. lx- tween the thumb 
anil second third, and fourth Augers, with the first finger across the smaller 
end. tjie flit side of the stick held uppermost. Then In swinging the band 
below the hips the javelin Is shot forward so that it will slide on the snow or 
ice The game Is to *ee who can slide the stick farthest 



Fio WO Snow-snakes length, Winches, Teton Dakota Indians, Pine Ridgo reservation. South 
Dakota cat no American Mnsetun of Natural History 


Ducota (.Teton). South Dakota. 

Ret. ,T. Otten Dorsey* describes the following gainer, as played 
by boys in winter: 

rteWMite un'pl. buffalo horn game The hors assemble nt the corral or some 
other pi ue where the cattle lute been slaughtered, and gather the horns which 
have been thrown awnj They kindle a hre ami scorch the horns, noticing how 
far each horn has been burnt Th it pnrt of the horn is cut off ns it is brittle, 
and thej make the rest of the horn very smooth by rubbing They cut off all 
the small ami pliable branches ami twigs of a plum tree anil insert the root end 
Inti> a hole in the horn, tightening It by driving in several small wedges around it 
At the small eml of the plum stock they fasten a feather b.v w rapping deer sinew 
round and round it The pteheste is then thrown along the surface of the snow, 
or it often goes under the surfnee. disappearing nnd reappearing nt short luter 
rals .Sometimes they make Jt glide over the ice Stakes are frequently put up 
by or for the players. 

Ittlzipa kasidhan lyf ya ecbun'pi. making the bow glide b.v throw ing They do 
not use real bows but some kind of wood made flat br cutting with an as, with 
a horizontal curve at the low ext part, nnd sharpened on the other side At the 
head a snake’s henct is usually mode, or else the head of some other object 
At the other end tile player grasps »t and hurts it. making It glide rapidly over 
the snow or grass. This Is n game of chance, tint the “ bows” are never 
staked, os thev are too expensive. It takes so long to make one that the owner 
does not sell it. preferring to keep It as long as possible 
The following is played by boys and young men : c 
In the winter the boys collect the good ribs of animals tbnt are near the 
village They make gushes across them and on one side of each rib they 

* Sioux names Journal of American Folk Lore, v 10. p 32. 1906 

•(lames of Teton Dakota Children The American Anthropologist, r 4 p 339. I°91 

' Ibid- p 343 

21 Ern — 05 u 27 
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make a hole In which they In«ert two plnm sticks. The small enl of each 
plom stick they insert into the bole of n quill feather of sr me bird. Tt i small 
end of each plum fit ek U bent backwards. Jmt at the f rk of the two plum 
sticks the player grasps the toy called botanachute making It glide over the 
snow or ice Stakes are put do vn when rte« red. 1 ut son e times thev j lay ju-T 
for amusement. Oocaslioatlv young men join the bors in tins game. 

The following in an autumnal game of the Ixn « or women 
Pa*l hanpl they shove it along The tors play this game when the leaves 
become a ru«ty yellow They go to a place where the smallest kind of willow 
abounds, and tlere they make a fire. They east down the «tralgbtest of the 
willows shaving off the bark with knives, ‘-ome color the willow in stripes. 
Others chance the willows Into what they call chan kablaskapl L e. wood flat 
tents] 1 v lieatln" but what these are Itu hotter does not explain. Much of tl is 
text Is very obscure Sometimes the voung women play the game at other times 
the men do but each «eX lias Its peculiar nav o' making the paslohanpl glide 
alon ‘Sometimes ther play for stakes. 

Dr J R Walker* given tlie following rule 5 for the game with 
wmge 1 bone- wo«katc hutanncute 

tnv number may play Each player may have from two to four winged 
bones t ut each player stioul I have the same number A mark Is made from 
which the bone- are thrown The bones are thrown so that th»v may str ke 
or slide on the Ice or snow The players throw alterna ely until all the bones 
are thrown 'When all the bones are thrown the player whose bone lies the 
farthest from the mark wins tlte game. 

Doctor Walker describes woskate paslohanpi as the game of jave 
1ms (wahukezala) plaved bv Sioux bors in the springtime and «tate» 
that there are two wavs of throwing One to lav the javelin across 
something as the arm or the foot, or another javelin or a stump of 
log or a small mound of earth or anvthing that is convenient and 
grumping it at the smaller end shoot it forward the other wav is to 
grasp the javelin near the middle and throw it from the hand 
Dakota (Iavrtov) Fort Peek Montana (Free Mu-eum of Sci 
ence and Yrt Umver=itv of Pennsylvania ) 

Cat no 37610 Three peeled saplings, burnt near the larger end 
with spiral bands and marks, length 4M inches. 

Collected by the writer m 1900 The name is pa^dolianpi 6 



Flo Wl_ Feathered bone slider- length, *t Inches Vankton Dsiot* Indians. Fort Peck, Mon- 
tana cat. no. 3T«li, Free Museum of Science and Art. Cmrersty of Pennrylranja. 

Cat no 3761° Two pieces of beef rib 64 inches in length each with 
two feathers inserted on pegs in one end , total length 21 inches. 
One bears incised marks. a» shown in figure 541 

■ Sioux Games. Journal of Americas Folk Lore r l' 1 p. 31 IS or 
• From pa-edo ban, lo posh or shore aloes- 
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Collected in 1900 by the writer, to whom they were designated as 
hutinacute * 

Mandan. Fort Clark, North Dakota. 

Maximilian, Prince of Wied, 6 says: 

Tlie children of the Jlandaus and Mnnitnrics pliv with a piece of stag's horn 
[figure 542], In which a couple of feathers are Inserted , this is thrown forw aid, 
the piece of horn being foremost. 



Fig 512 Feathered born dart Man. Ian Indians, North Dakota; from Maximilian, Pnnca of 
Wied. 

Omaha. Nebraska. 

Mr Dorsey® describes the following games: 

MsV$i*'-bagi . •wahi-gasnug -ife (Omaha names] , or ma"-5hagi' (Ponca name) is a 
game played by an even number of boys The tall sticks of the red willow .ire 
held lu the hand, and tv hen thrown towards the ground so as to strike it at an 
ncute angle, they glance off. and ate carried by the wind into the air for some 
distance Whichever one nn throw his stick the farthest wins the gime. 
trot nothing is staked Man d?-ga«nng -ife is a game similar to roa"fi" -bagi. but 
bows are u«ed instead of the rod willow sticks, and arrows are staked, there 
being nn even number of plajers on each side Each bow is unstiung, one end 
being nearly straight, the other end, which Is to hit the ground, being slightly 
curved When snow is oil the ground, the bows glide verj far Sometimes 
the bow rebounds and goes Into the air. then alights and glides still further 
The prize for each winning bow Is arranged before each game If the num 
ber be two arrows for each and three bows win, six arrows are foi felted by 
the losing side; if four bows win eight arrows are lost If three .mows be 
the prize for each, when two bows win, six arrows nrp forfeited - when three 
win, nine arrows’ Mid so on 

I" -ti“bi5ta, a boy’s game among the Omahas. is played in winter. It is plajed 
by two, three, or four smalt boy«. each having a stick, not over a yard long, 
shaped like the figure [543], The stakes are necklaces and earrings or, if 
tbej have no stakes, thej agree to hit once on tlie head the boj whose stick goes 
the shortest distance. The sticks are thrown as in ma”ei n '-bagi. 



FiQ. 54J. Game dart. Omaha Indians, Nebraska, from Dorse) 


Mr Francis La FIcsche described a game to the writer under the 
name of “ wahegusungithae,” or bone sliders, in which a bone with a 

•A tong stick with a large bead which tbe Dakotas moke Bllde on the too*, or Ice 
l Riggs ) Also, bn ta’-nn ku t«, v. n., to play with the hutlwafute; to throw n stick so 
as to make It slide along on Ibe snow, botanawakute 

•Travels In the Interior of North America, translated by II Evans Lloyd, p 358, 
London, 1S43, 

• Omaha Sociology Third Annual Report of tbe Bureau of Ethnology, p. 340, 1SS4. 





420 games ot tnr \orrji amepjcw jnwans 

f( ilher stuck in it is slid nJflij g the ut Up •■aid t)-o anothi r gnim it 
|>] upil in sumtiu r to winch tl»c hup nann ispncn mtli nboiit 
3 f<M 1 Jon" bj out half of uu inch in diameter, wbirh an ju-eluj iml 
Immotl riit\ nrt fwrrihh thrown down tm the ground and Hj n 
grtut distinct Mi La I le<ohi dt'Crilnd also a •rtim plated bj 
Omilm l*r\s under tin name of intimhut i in winch a sink of 
hickort sppu^j polished ami whittled down is thrown on the 
fro/ui ground so that it flics likt an arrow 

HOOI* VM) POLL 

The game of hoop and pole like the dice game, was plaxed through 
out the tlitin contmuit north of Mexico It consists tssentialh in 
throwing a sj* ir or shooting or throwing an arrow nt a hoop or 
ring the counts bting d trnnintd In the wai m which the darts fall 
with referenot to the t irgit 

The gum is rtinirknhh for tin wide diursiU in the form of iht 
imphintuts tmphmd, ns well is m tlu method of plat V number 
of distinct t\pts nm l>e niiynued of which as nnnj as thru are 
found at the present dij among tin sunt tula Uu essential umt\ 
of nil of t!u«e liowexer is plninh ninmfi-t 

Hit implements for hoop and jmle eon 1st of tlu lump or target the 
daits or poles and, in somt instanci-st j ecnlh muh counting 'tie) « 

\ common and most widely distributed form of tin* lioop is twilit d 
with a network resembling a spnler web tlit counts lx? mg determined 
li) Hit particular Jioles which an penetr ited hj tin daiK In another 
hoop the net with the exception of an inner nng which is attached 
lit «ords to the hoop has disappeared In otlu r-, among the Ta 
kulli Hwo Omaha and Tigna, tlu rt rem nn unit four radial spokes 
oi sjrmds In the \pnche game the«t ire miner*] to a single median 
thong or cord but notches on tin hoop suggest tht points of contact 
of the thong lashings. Ont of the Mon in hoops known nl o to the 
Arapaho has four sets of equidistant notches on its circumference 
These notches agree with the marks of the world quarters on the cane 
dice and on the tubes of the hidden bill game 

In another group of the hoop games we find i =mnll ring with bends 
of different colors set at equidistant points around its inner side 
Different laities ore attributed to these heads, which count accord 
inglj On other small rings as among the Pawnee a single small 
bud is threaded on the interior of the ring Marks indicating the 
quarters are found upon some hoops while others are entirclt plain 

The maternfs of the rings are equa/fv mried The netted hoop 
u«uallj consists of a sapling lashed with rawhide Other hoops are 
twined with cord (Mohave) or beads (Ute) and still others have a 
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of Zufu mythology. Jlr Cushing had explained this shield as a 
framework, once padded with cotton, and anciently used by the Zufii 
as an actual shield in warfare.* Upon the basis of this account the 
writer assumed that the game arose from the employment of this 



Fi<3 M3 Pottery bqwl with spider-web decoration diameter, 10 inches Hopi Indians, 
ihrdicmgnoYi, Arizona, cat- no 1.V775, Field Columbian hinscom 


practical shield in connection with the arrow or javelin. A passage 
in Cushing's Zufii Folk Tales, 8 where this netted shield, made only of 
nets and knotted cords, is described as the kiaalan, water shield, a 


• The warrior carried also targets or shields of yucca 
icroiis a strong. round hoop frame aod corered with a eoai 


or cotton cord, closely netted 
rser and larger net, which was 
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times appears more or less regularly dotted with spots. 0 Such figures 
I regard as representing the spider web with the dew upon it. The 
“water shield” of Aliaiyuta, from which he shook the torrents, was 
suggested, no doubt, by dew on the web. 

A miniature netted shield, with or without a tiny bow and arrows, 
is of frequent occurrence on objects employed m Zufu ceremonials. 
Such a shield with arrows is represented in figure 54G on a plume 
offering secured liy the writer in 1002 from the shrine of the War God 
on Corn mountain. As described in the introduction, a similar netted 
shield is also seen associated w ith a male baho attached to each of the 
four balio stands (figure 548) placed upon the Hopi Powalawu altar h 
and the effigy df Pookong, the lesser War God on the Oraibi snake altar, 
has a netted shield on liis back. Feather darts, piecisely like those 



Fjg bV • Sacrlflewl f put her dArts from Altar of Wat God, length 18 inches: Znfll Indians, ZuBi, 
New Mexico. cat no KWH, Free Mnsetun of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

used in connection with a ring of com husk among the Hopi (figure 
G48). are sacrificed upon the altar of the Zuni War God. Figure 54 'J 
lepresents a set of four made for the writer in Zufu m 1002, identical 
with tlio«e lie saw upon the shrine on Corn mountain In the Hopi 
Oaqol ceremony at Oraibi, the manas discharge corncob feather darts 
at a netted wheel,® and in the Oraibi Mnrnii ceremony women shoot 
aiTOWS in a similar way into a bundle of vines 4 Figure 552 repre 

“These two howls were ezearnted from ancient nopl Braves, at Mlsbongnovl. by Hr 
Charles U Owen, In llH'O In one this well is Inclosed Id a broken circle of brown paint 

nnd divided Into two segments by a median line of similar brown paint On one side 

there are eleven brown strokes In the first set of spares nearest the center, and on the 
other nine red Btrokes in the corresponding spaces 

*JIr Toth state* that this particular netted shield Is asserted to represent simply a 
wheel in a") Vi a) nnft the leather with the vrheet also serves ns n protection against the 
destructive sand storms. It Is railed bnkuhtsl. sand storm shntter (The Oraibi Po- 
vramu Ceremony p 77. Chicago. 11)01 I 

• See IT It Votb The Oraibi Otlqdl Ceremony, p 23 and 42. Chicago lOirt Mr t oth 

relates that on the filth day of the Oflqdl ceremony. Masfitolniwa. the chief priest, held 

a netted wheel, about 12 Inches In diameter, of the same pattern ns the wheels tised on 
the lost day by the two Oitipi! mnnas (figure 530], consisting of a wooden ring, about 
three-quarters of an Inch thick which was filled with a network of smalt meshes This 
Is called Mrhalyanpl. water sieve, because the cloud deities have soch strainers through 
which they sift or drop the rain 

4 Doctor Tewkes. in describing this ceretnonj at Walpl. says a " small package of 
cornhiisks ’’ The two women who shoot the package are called Wadhltaka, and their act 
of shooting Is said to typify lightning striking In the cornfield, an event which is 

rtssrded as the acme of fertilisation, tttojli Basket Dances Journal of American Folk* 

Imre, v 12. p. Hi, ISfll ) 
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Similar ceremonies or panics were practised by the cliff dwellers, 
as is attested by a number of objects from Mancos canyon. Colorado, 
in tlie Free Museum of Science and Art of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Fipure o53 represents a corncob shuttlecock stuck with a 
grouse feather; fipure 55i n feather dart, with a hard-wood point to 
which a hawk feather is secured by a wrapping of yucca filler; and 
fipure 555 a ball of coarse yucca stems, the latter identified by Mr 
Cushing as u«ed in the “ arrow-spearing game,” all from this locality. 



The use of tlie miniature netted shield as 9 protective amulet is 
widely distributed. J. G. Kohl “ describes a wooden ring over which 
thongs are drawn as a cradle amulet among the Chippewa at 
Apostle islands, Wisconsin, and an actual cradle charm from the 
Chippewa, exhibited in the Columbian Exposition at Chicago, was 
practically identical with the miniature netted shields of the Zufii 
and the Hopi. The Hupa employ a similar charm (figure 5561 on 

round Luke Superior, p. 8, Loudon 


* Kltcht Oar 


* auderlogs 


i. iseu. 
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their wicker cradle*, a 'mall hexagonal object made bt twisting 
•white and black ktm around three C ticks placed crosswise, with 
cnd» equidistant Netted shield* an nI*o common among the amulets 



FlO KS. H»r*a miro-irs, length. l a l to *1 inches, IJoyl IndUm. Omibl Aiixont cat. no. 5«>in, 
Fr«> JIw»ant of Selene* md Art, ColnnUr of rennsytranln. 



FIO 653. Ctirnco! feather dart length. “J inches; cliff dwelling Maori* canyon, Colorado; 
Ftvo hlinwrum ol Selene* and ArNGniTirslty ol PennrylTania. 



FlO YA Feather- dan length 101 Inch's. cliadseBlng Vancoa canyon. Colorado- Free SIo 
seam of Science and Art Unlveraitr of Fentwylraata 

and personal adornments of manv of the Plains tribes. Figure 5o7 
repre-ents a hair ornament collected l»v Rev H It Votli from thi 
Cheyenne of Oklahoma, m the United States National Museum (cat 



no 1G5S59), and figure 55$ a similar object from the Crovrs of 3fon 
tana, m the Free Museum of Science and Vrt of the Univerat\ of 
Pennsvlvama (cat no 3S50o) The latter has a flbnt arrowhead and 
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the\ wear as i token of prowess in a game culled hohUin, m which a 
rolling target, consoling of a netted wheel, is ii'-ed Later he Inns 
nutted to the writer from the Ogtnla of Pine Itidge reservation. 
South Dakota, «nch a lmr ornament taho«imi which the Indians of 
this tribe weir as i token of prowess m the elk game, hags wosl ate 
It consists of n ring of bent twig (figure oOt), 2J inches in diameter, 
wrapped with colored poiciipinc <|uill« with in mterml ero^s and 
thongs. for fastening* 
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(Athapascan) in northern California. Its derivation from the 
gaming ring is further borne out by the two long plumes, covered 
with white deerskin and woodpecker crests, on wooden fore shafts 
(figure 508) that are stuck on either side in front of the ring. 

The Flute priests at Oraibi wear a headdress consisting of a corn- 
husk ring (figure 560), pierced with two wooden darts, baho, and 
with four pins, on the ends of which are fastened four gaming cups of 
four colors.* 



Fio fiC9 Date priest’s headdress; Hapi Indians, Orflibl, Arizona, cat no C5789, Field Colom- 
bian SfnKp nm 

Before returning to the final discussion of the significance of the 
hoop-and-peAe game, tet to consider some of the ceremonial nses of 
rings analogous to the gaming ring. One of the most notable is the 
conjurer’s hoop (figure 570) of the Oglala Dakota A specimen in the 
Free Museum of Science and Art of the University of Pennsylvania 
(cat. no. 22241) consists of a hoop, cangleska, “ spotted wood,” made of 

•Worn at the fall ceremony of the Flute society The cup-shaped ohjects symbolise 
blossoming, hence the headdress is sometimes called lansl. " flute blossoms ’’ This bead 
dress Is worn also by the I lute katclna and by a few others 
24 ETII— 05 11 2S 
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(figure SOT) „ m V'r 'W« unde k,ld„, 

pamlul ring, v, hull tummnd l he bi4 of J,"' m,& * l "," , 11,0 , tr P'' 

-»■ »,, P ;^,”7 - <o b. 
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Chant 

HI ya ye, hi ye ye, hi ya ye, ya hi ye ye. 

Hi ya ye. hi je ye, hi ya ye, ya hi ye ye 

Hi ya ya. hi ye ye, hi ya ye, ya hi ye ye. 

Hi ya ya, hi >e je, hi ya ye, ya-hi je ye. 

I m proiisat ion 

, Ta te 21, hi ya ye, ta te sa, ya hi ye ye. 

Ta te to. bl ye ya, ya bl ye, ta-te sa pa. 

An pa o, hi ya ya, han ban na, wl-eo kn la. 

Ilta ye tn, hi ya ya, ya hi ya, han-eo La ya 

Both chorus and improvisation are repeated and continued at pleasure. The 
scale h in a minor key and tbe chant rises and falK, beginning low, becoming 
higher, and again low. The pupils in the schools say tbe syllables bl ya ye 
and hi ye ye are correctly rendered In English by the Kindergarten chorus, 
“lienee this way. hence that way” I believe, however, that “Hence this one. 
hence that one” is more nearly correct, if, indeed, they have any meaning. 
Most Indians say they have none. 

Two of the sticks Hid across the hoop are from north to south; the others 
from east to west A light-colored stick is laid from north to south, and a 
dark-colored one from east to west, either red and black, or yellow and blue If 
red and bine are used, and recovery does not take place, red and black will bo 
used when the ceremony is repeated The other two sticks are held In the 
hand of the performer, who continues to chant he and e with variations until 
weltnigb exhausted. The hoop nnd sticks are then carried away and left on 
borne hill as far away from all forms of animal life as possible. 

According to their explanations, the Indians believe the four winds carry 
incense to tbe four powers of the universe. The efficacy of the rite is supposed 
to depend upon the mysterious power of the performer, tbe weirdness aud 
length of the chant, and the height and solitude of the place where tbe offering 
is left. Remains of these hoops may be found on the tops of remote and lonely 
lillls In every Indian community where I have been stationed. 

The account here given describes the most common u-.e of the hoop I have 
learned that it Is used In many ceremonies by Ibe medicine men In July 
last I saw one of the hoops and supposed it was used ui a game Evasive 
answers were given to my inquiries, but there was a young man on Ills death- 
bed, and month after inontb many hoops were required In order to obtain 
coloring matter for them It was at last admitted that the hoops were for thd 
benefit of tbe invalid, and I at last saw the performance, which took place at 
night. The Indians are unwilling to tell their customs, partly because the 
medicine men do not approve, and partly because they do not care to have 
their sacred customs made the object of ridicule. 

The Xavaho make rings which Col. James Stevenson refers to as 
gaming rings (figure 571 ) , on the first day of the ceremony commonly 
called Yebitchai, performed as a healing rite for a member of the 
tribe. He gives the following account® of a performance which he 
witnessed in October, 1888, at Keams canyon, Arizona: 

* Ceremonial of na«Jeltl Dallas and Mythical Sand Tainting of tbe IvaTaJo Indiana. 
Eighth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p 23T, 1891. 
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of the lodge Ilasjeltl entered, followed hv nostjoghon He passed t!ve svjnare 
(the concentrated n lnds) four times over the head of the Invalid during his 
hoots. Uostjoghon then waxed his turkey 
wands about the head and body of the In- 
valid and the first day’s ceremony was at 
an eud. 

A stone ring; from the Cheiennc of 
Oklahoma, the United States Na- 
tional Museum (cat. no. 1000*20) is 
described by the collector, Rev. II. R. 

Voth, as a medicine wheel (figure 
572). It consists of a flat ringof lime- 
stone, 44 inches in diameter, painted 
red, and inscribed with deep grooves, 
simulating wrappings, extending around it. On tlie face a re engraved 
a star and opposite to it a moon. This ring serves to illustrate the trans- 
formation of the cloth- or buckskin-wrapped ring into one of stone. 



Mooney 

Actual practical game rings are used ceremonially at the present 
day. The writer saw a practical netted hoop worn on the back of 



Fio 6H Stone medicine ring, diame- 
ter, <) inches, Cheyenne Indians, Okla- 
homa; cat no 1UJE3, United Btatee 
National Museum. 
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During tbe afternoon of the Ptb those « 

»«I«I order* nod instruction,^ W<TC to takc ™ In the etre- 

«,»«t twig, with which to make twelve T? pr,e “ t 0ae raan ««* to 

rings represented gaming rings, which un not C ,ncLeS ta di1me tcr These 
W h, shly of tl the ^7,?^ »r hnlleNmJ) 'more 
gathered willows with which to make th em., ' ^ ' 7l 1 Mother man 
four w Inds. “** *«>• «">W«n of tl e concentration of the 

The sqa-ire was made I v d 

“™ m “* 1 >»» b. r „„ 1 tin* „,7l 1 Wt I-nwrtlmr .be 

wtton cord, and each «raer was . 7 ' rerp flwl “>S«1 er with white 

«i£le. Thc*e articles were Did io a niche behi IU i In** ,,D ^ ,lU fM[ber of the 
wnt seat was on the uesf side of the I^ce f . thems, *« I*na 

commenced shortly after dark. All hiT ^ Tb0 "»*« ceremony 

Jhtte friends and relatives of the 1^1;^ ° P='rtlclpate were 
he being the only one who received d^w ^ '' D " tbe ‘ b «»tf t or song priest 
ces. The post of such a ceremony Is i,T '.‘I 00 f ° r bls l >r ‘ >f *^slonaI sen- 
exorbitant fee of the theurgist mnS li .^l Ln^K Item Not on ^ 'he 
f«J dnl' L t ,be entlre assemblage must |« 
pome i r th ^ “, ln . e rtlrs ccrpni < n, il at the ex 
v . rfebt fin3 "* nsi<l -- twJ '’-bl.iienrrel.tiTtw 

btanut wi,,ob “■«<»< 

Tbm n=, Jm \ W 'J »M P»t on Ihrt, mu.. 

| m .’m am. n ‘T’* tIo ^°^ boa retnmed to .bo 
nSL £ =“' a >”»■> b" boo- bn bnb- 

£££ k 7 “" * ""W over tbo In 

«“»>■ '«• «oe 

. Ta i 1( . h wcb haad. on each side of the In 

wbde hooting m ^ pemharway^, 003 »>ody then over hU bead mean 

ODt of tte lo dge The men rc-nrcj-ni i* ” ' ne tb0n ffl|l< " rpJ Has- 

rame in alternately Hostjobokon tnT”” 8 * Hos tjobokon and Ro^tjn board 

UDdZf ^ “Demoon, and now lay oponT n "* wb,cb had ,wn mmte 

11 asalnst «* «oie» oftbTfL,! f r k , et to ,h “ risht ° f «* '“«»«** 

^ DP - and ‘hen ag ° f tbe inTa " d » ho was sitting wrth 

top Of his head then over hiTmonffc 1 n^.^* breast, each scapula and 

!**■*.“? r,D S wa * held with both ZJ™ '°“ cbin S ‘he different parts of the 
S K l Was tatPn lD tbe 'eft . pIac0d to tbe montb of ‘he 

of which were Keen red by a lon» stein ^ rnS wns made of n ‘he ends 
"^ eo ‘he ring was placed over\h^ S ° Ter 1110 r,D " ^ a *«P noo^ 

and the ring dropped enl rolled ont^e^f * he i “ VaI ' 1 tbe * tr,n - va * P^led. 
yam. with eagle plnrne attach^ , 0 , h ° I ° ,Ise ,be ,0DS: taI1 of wbJ ‘ e "-tton 
reputed Ous ceremonr w.th fl** 1 “ending far behind. Hostjotmrd 

hoard alternately nntil the tweTj ^ ° nd TO d,d DosOohokon and Uosfjo- 
^ere afterward taken to the !r 5r ' Wen diH P° ael ot Three of the rings 
to ‘he north, and deposit nt f T * 0 tbe ,“ Dtb tbw to the west and 
Placed over the Invalid s mou^ ~ Z ^ plu °° tree3 ‘ Tbe rInss we re 
tongne and to ham a ® f> r * bim «ren5th. cause him to talk with one 

touched with them for phvsles 7110 otbpr P 0 "' ■» of • be ls>ir were 
tor Physical benefit When the rings had all been rolled out 
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describes it as the object esteemed nest after the great tribal medicine, 
the flat pipe, among the northern Arapaho, The wheel used by them 
in their Sun dance is described by him as follows . 

Tbe object (hehottl) is about IS inches in diameter [figure 574} It is made 
of a rectangular piece of wood, one end of which tapers like the tail of a ser- 
pent, the other being rudely fashioned to represent a serpent's head Near the 
head of the serpent are several wrappings of blue beads, which have replaced 
small red berries which formerly occupied this place. At four opposite sides of 
the wheel are incised designs, two of them being in tbe form of crosses, the other 
two resembling the conventionalized Tbunderblrd. These designs are similar 
to those found on gaming wheels, used by Arapaho nud other Plains tribes. 
Attached by means of short buckskin thongs are also four complete sets of the 
tail feathers of .in eagle The spacing of these feathers is not now uuiform, 
hut, according to H&wkao, they should have been grouped in equal numbers 
near tbe four Incised maiLmgs on the wheel As an eagle tail has 12 feathers, 
there would thus be, in ail, 4S feathers on the wheel. At times, however, 
the wheel does not possess 6uch a large number of eagle tall feathers, but a 
single tall is divided into four, and there are thus three feathers for each 
marking . . . The feathers on the wheel at the present time number 24, 
there being thus two eagle tails represented, with six feathers to each marking 
The Inside of the wheel is painted red. while the outer periphery is stained 
black. 

Referring to the symbolism of the wheel, Doctor Dorsey says: 

According to Ildwknn and one or two other authorities, the disk itself repre- 
sents the sun. while the actual band of wood represents a tiny water-snake, 
called benig?, and which Is said to be found la rivers, In lakes, near ponds, 
and in bufTolo wallows Later In tbe ceremony, this lake or [tool of sweet 
water is represented, while near by on a forked stick, is tbe owner of the (tool, 
a little bird. . . . This serpent Is said to be the most harmless of all snakes 
The wheel thus, representing this snake, has a derived meaning, nud represents 
the w ater which surrounds the earth. The additional Idea was also put forth that 
while the wheel represents a harmless snake, all snakes are powerful to charm, 
and hence the wheel is a sign of geDtleDess anil meekness The blue beads 
around the neck of tbe snake represent the sky or the heavens, which are clean 
and without blemish ; the color blue among the Arapaho is also typical of friend 
ship The four Inside markings (bltanni) on the wheel represent the Four Old- 
Men who are frequently addressed during the ceremony, and who stand watch 
Ing and guarding the inhabitants of this world The Four Old Men may also 
be called the gods of the four world quarters and to them the Sun Dance priest 
often makes supplication that they may hie to a great age. The Tour Old Men 
are also spoken of as the Thunderbird, having power to watch the Inhabitants, 
and In their keeping is the direction of the winds of the earth They therefore 
TVTTWsenA tfc® twin's element all peeiple It the ssleA Wots trwa the north. 
It is said to come from the Old-XIan-of the-Nortb. who controls the wind 
of that end or quarter of the work!. Another priest states more definitely tbit 
the Four Old-Men are Summer. Winter, Day, and Night, who though they 
travel in single file, yet ore considered as occupying the four cardinal poluts. 
Thus, according to direction and the Arapaho color scheme. Day and Summer 
are the Southeast and Southwest, respectively, and are black in color, while 
Winter and Night ore tbe Northwest and Northeast, respectively, and are 
red In color. Inasmuch ns Sun Is regarded ns the grandfather of the Four-Old 
Men. It Is more than likely that the wheel may be regarded ns the emblem of the 
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a \anktonai Dakota at a gras* dance at Fort Peck, Montana, m the 
summer of 1890 Mr James Mooney* also relates «eieral instances 
in Ins account of the Gho*t dance among the Sioux 
At a Ghost dance at ho Waters camp near Pine Ridge four arrows 

beaded with bone In the olden fashion were shot op Into the air from the center 
of the c rcle and afterward gathered up and bong open the tree together with 
the bow a gaming wheel and sticks [figure 5*31 and a staff of peculiar shape 



FiO S 4 Aratwbo Sun Dance altar with wheel, Oklahoma from Dorvy 


Elsewhere " he sa\ s 

In the Cbost dance at I osebo 1 and Pine Ridge as usually performed, n young 
woman stood In the center of the circle holding out a pipe toward the messlah 
In the west and remained thus throughout the dance \nother young woman 
usually stood VjC*» de her holding out a bdqatl wheel ,n the same way 

This feature of the dance Is said to bare been introduced by Short Bull 

Mr Mooney • states further 

It is said that the medicine man of Big Foots band carried such a hoop 
with him tn their flight from the north and displayed It at erery dance I eld 
by the ban l until the fatal day of Wounded Knee To ,he In ,,flD “ 

symbolizes u e revival of the old time games 


The ring or wheel plays a very considerable part in the ceremony 
of the Sun dance among the Plains tribes. Dr George A or«ea 

•The fW-dMc* Util ,oo Foorl^entB Annual J«pori"of «>» B- Wu of E«» M lo*r p 

‘ IbW p IM< *lMd p JO » *Th* Ar«p*ho Son D«ow p t“ Chlc**o ,w>3 
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Taking into consideration all the above facts concerning the hoop 
or ring, the writer regards the gaming hoop as referable to the netted 
lioop, which in turn may be regarded as the net shield of the twin 
War Gods. This object, which the Twins deriied from their grand- 
mother, the Spider Woman, is naturally employed, with or without 
the bows or darts, as a protective amulet. The hoop or ring stands 
««• the feminine symbol, as opposed to the dart or arrows, winch are 
masculine. The implements of the game together represent tiie 
shield and the bows or darts of the War Gods. 

ALGOKQUIAX STOCK 

Arapaho. Wind River reservation, Wyoming. (Free Museum of 
Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Cat. no. 36927. Hoop of sapling (figure 575), 10 inches in diameter, 



Fig 57 S Netted hoop, diameter. 10 inches, Arapaho Indiana. Wyoming, cat no 36827 Free Mu 
win of ftrtww* and. Art. Uoivenxtf ot Pennas Itsjus. 

Fla 570 Darts for netted hoop: length, 42 inches Arapaho Indians, Wyoming cat no Wi, 
Free 3In«m ol Science and Art University of Pennsylvania 

covered with a network of rawhide, which passes over the edge of 
the lioop forty-five times. The hoop has been painted blue; an 
old specimen. 

Cat. no. 3G973. Darts (four), consisting of willow saplings (figure 
576) forked at the end; length, about 42 inches. 

Collected by the writer in 1900. 
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Son. The Four-Old Men are considered is ever present ever watching sentinels 
alwtys alert to guard tie pe«jli from barm ini] Injury The same word 
hltanni Is also applied to certain marl.in"s used in the Old V> mean s lodge 
the meaning of which l> given tin uslv ah the f»nr elements of life the four 
courses the fottr divides. Thus it Is Hid tbjt when one traveling the trail of 
life gets over the fourth divide he has reached the winter of old age. The 
Morning star is the messenger of the Four Old Men ns are also tl e \oung men 
during ceremonies 

The four clusters of feathers also represent the Tonr-Old Slec The feathers 
collecttrelv represent the Tbnnderblrd which gives riln, and they therefore 
represent sprayer for rain consequently for vegetation The wheel as a 

whole, then mav he said to be symbolic of tl e creation of the world for it 
represents the «on earth, tlie shy the witer ind the wind. In the gnrtt 
Sun Dance drunnUzation the wheel Itself Is represented in the person of the 
grandfather of the Lodge-Mater or the Transferer" as he is called. 

In the course of the same paper Doctor Dorsey tells how the wheel 
is wrapped m calico and bnch'hm and suspended on a pole or tripod 
at the bach of the lodge of the owner or keeper It is his dutv to 
preseme the wheel inviolably sacred The wheel under certain cir 
cumstances ma\ be unwrapped bv the keeper This i« usually done at 
the in-tancc of some individual who has made a row h new wnp- 
per must be furnished by the person making the vow, hence the term 
u wrap the wheel ’ applied to the ceremony \ detailed account is 
given of this performance Stones are told of the miraculous move 
ments of the wheel On one occasion it was seen flung, and changed 
into an eagle ■ 

The wheel was fimt kept in tlie Rabbit tipi * On the second dav of 
the cercniom the wheel was earned into the sweat lodge and placed 
to the we«t of tlie fireplace tlie head of the snake facing the ea«t e 
Later it was earned back to the Rabbit tipi 4 Here it wa« placed on 
its support a small willow tick sharpened at one end and split at 
the other to form a crotch' While it wa» in the Rabbit tipi a heil 
ing ceremony was performed bi its aid f On tlie fifth dav it was 
placed on its support behind the buffalo «kull on the =od altar (figure 
5t4) 9 Here on the seventh da\ it wt« held up to the center pole 
during the dance md placed over the head of one of the chief partic 
\y/wA-»* I*. ‘.W. w.gu>. to.nU>. of Uw wbsel w-ibev «C ?r.v £ mal 

is snd to hare painted it and placed the Four Old Men at the cardinal 
points. Notonh were thc*e01d Men located upon the wheel but also 
the morning star (cross) a collection of tars silting togetlier, per 
haps the Plei ides the evening star (Lone Star) chain of stars 
(seven buffalo bulls) five fc tars called i hand and a chain of stars 
which is tin lance a circular group of seven =tars overhead called 
the ‘'old camp ~ the ^un moon an 1 Milkt IVav 

*Tb* AMfMbo San rwot* jv 31 Chirac*). ISO. *JM4. p SO • ibid p. 1 

* It Id p. SS Ibid p C« »tbld. p IS2. 

• Hid p. S Ubld p M • IIM p S’C*. 
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their own value to each figure, the usual value being 5 points for one 
and 10 for the other figure, with double that number for n throw 
which cro-t-cs the two corresponding figures, and 100 tallies to the 
game. 

Tlic w heel-nnd-stick game, in some form or nnotlier, was almost uni- 
versal among our Indian tribe-. Another game among the Prairie 
tribes is played with a netted wheel and a single -tick or arrow, the 
effort Wing to send the arrow through the netting as nearly as possi- 
ble to the center or bull's-eye. This game is called nna'wati'n-hati, 
playing wheel, hv the Arnpaho. 

In a mj'tli entitled *• Light-Stone." related by I)r George A Dor-cy,° 
the following wheel games are enumerated: Rig wheel, running- 
wheel, and medicine-wheel. 

In the story of ** The White Crow," related by Dr A. L. Ivroebcr,*' 
there is the following reference to the wheel game: 

Olo«e In the cittnp the people were playing with tbc sacred arrows and the 
snered wheel Two joung men threw tlie wheel towards an obstacle and then 
followed It Ju*t os If they were running a race. 

In. Doctor Dorsey’s' story, entitled “ Found-m-Grass,” are two 
twins, Spring-Boy and By-the-Door, who correspond with the twin 
War Gods. Spring-Boy is blown away by n terrific wind and is 
found by an old woman, who names him Found-in-Grass. He in- 
duces her to make him n bow and arrows and a netted wheel. She 
went out and cut a green stick and bent it into a ring, and also cut 
rawhide into small strips. From these articles she made a small 
netted wheel. One morning he g.nc his netted wheel to his grand 
mother and directed her to roll it toward him and say that a fat 
buffalo cow r was running toward him. Sure enough there came run- 
ning to him a red cow. This cow he shot with his arrows. The 
operation was repeated, resulting in his shooting a fat buffalo steer 
and a big fat bull; in this way a supply of meat was procured. 
Blackfeet. Blood reserve, Alberta. (Cat. no. 516-11, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Ring, 3 inches in diameter, covered with buckskin, painted red, 
with eight spokes attached inside the nm at equidistant points, 
four being spirals of brass wire and four alternate ones of beads. 
Of the latter, one consists of two heads, one red and one blue; 
another of three, two green and one brass; and the third, of 
three, one red, one blue, and one red; and the fourth of three 
red. Collected by Dr George A. Dorsey. 

Montana. (Cat. no. 22768, Free Museum of Science and Art, 

University of Pennsylvania.) 

Ring (figure 577), 2J inches in diameter, wrapped with buckskin 
painted red, and having six interior spokes, three consisting 

• Traditions of the Arapaho, p 181. Chicago. 1903 * JMd , p 2T5 ' Ibid , p 301 
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Vrapaho Cheyenne and Arapaho re°en ation, Oklahoma 

Mr James Moonej " describes the game of the baqati, wheel, among 
the Arapaho, which, he says, “ was practically obsolete among tlie 
Prairie tribes, but which is being remed «mce the adrcnt of the 
Gho t dance As it was a favorite game with the men m the olden 
times, a great many of the songs founded on these trance visions refer 
to it, and the wheel and sticks are made b\ the dreamer and carried 
m the dance as thev sing ’ 

The game is played with a wheel (ba'qatt large wheel) and two 
purs of throwing sticks (qa'qa u'nutha) The Chevenne call the 
wheel 5'ko yo or akwi'u, and the sticks hoo'isi'vonots. It is a man’s 
game, and there are three plaier®, one rolling the wheel while the 
other two each armed with a pair of throwing sticks, run after it 
and throw the sticks so as to cross the wheel in a certain position 
The two throwers are the contestant®, the one who rolls the wheel 
being mereh an assistant Like most Indian games, it is a means of 
gambling, and high stakes are sometimes wagered on the result It is 
common to the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Sioux, and probably to all the 
northern Prairie tribes, but is not found among tlie Kiowa or the 
Comanche in the south 

The wheel is about 18 inches in diameter and consists of a flexible 
young tree branch, stripped of its bark and painted, with the two ends 
fastened together with sinew or buckskin string \t equal distances 
around the circumference of the wheel are cut four figures the two 
opposite each other constituting a pair, but distinguished by different 
colors usually blue or black and red, and by lines or notches on the 
face These figures are designated simply by their colors. Figures 
of bird® crescents etc are sometimes also cut or painted upon the 
wheel but hare nothing to do with the game 

The sticks are light rods, about 30 inches long tied in pairs bj a 
peculiar arrangement of buckskin strings and distinguished from one 
another by pieces of cloth of different colors fastened to the strings 
There is also a pile of tall} sticks usually a hundred in number, 
about the size of lead pencils and painted green, for keeping count 
of the game The sticks are held near the center in a peculiar man 
ner between the fingers of the closed hand When the wheel is rolled, 
each pla}er runs from the same side, and endeavors to throw the 
sticks ®o as to strike the wheel in such i waj that when it falls both 
sticks of hi® pair shall be either oier or under a certain figure It 
requires dexterity to do this, as the string has a tendency to strike 
the wheel m such a way as to make one stick fall under and the other 
over m which case the throw counts for nothing The players assign 


* The Gho9t-d*nc* lullgton. tuurteeotb Annual Itepott ot the Bureau of Ethnology 
P &04 1808. 
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their own value to each figure, the usual value being 5 points for one 
and 10 for the other figure, with double that number for a throw 
which crosses the two corresponding figures, and 100 tallies to the 
game. 

The w heel-aml-stick game, in some form or another, was nlmost uni- 
versal among our Indian tribes. Another game among the Prairie 
tribes is played with n netted wheel and a single stick or arrow, the 
effort being to send the arrow through the netting ns nearly ns possi- 
ble to the center or bull's-eye. This game i< called ana'wnti'n-hati, 
phi) ing wheel, l»y the Arapaho. 

In a myth entitled Light-Stone.” related by Dr George A Dorsey,” 
tlie following wheel game-, arc enumerated: llig wheel, running- 
wheel, and medicine-wheel. 

In the story of “ The White Crow,” related by Dr A. L. Krocber,* 
there is the following reference to the w heel game : 

Clo«e t« the ramp the people were playing with the sacred arrows nurt the 
sacral wheel. Tno joang men threw the wbccl towards an obstacle and then 
followed It Just ns If they were running a race. 

In. Doctor Dorsey's' 'tory, entitled “ Found-in-Gress,” are two 
twins, Spring-Boy and By-the-Door, who correspond with the twin 
War Gods. Spring-Boy is blown away by a terrific wind and is 
found by an old woman, who names him Found-in-Grass. He in- 
duces her to make him n bow nnd arrows and a netted wheel. She 
went out and cut a green stick and bent it into a ring, and also cut 
rawhide into small strips. From there articles she made a small 
netted wheel. One morning he gave his netted wheel to his grand- 
mother and directed her to roll it toward him and say that a fat 
buffalo cow was running toward him. Sure enough there came run- 
ning to him a red cow. This cow he shot with his arrows The 
operation was repeated, resulting in lus shooting a fat buffalo steer 
and a big fat bull; in this way a supply of meat was procured. 
Blackfeet. Blood reserve, Alberta. (Cat. no. 51G41, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Ring, 3 inches in diameter, covered with buckskin, painted red, 
with eight spokes attached inside the nm at equidistant points, 
four being spirals of brass wire and four alternate ones of beads. 
Of the latter, one consists of two beads, one red and one blue; 
another of three, two green and one brass; and the third, of 
three, one red, one blue, and one red; and the fourth of three 
red. Collected by Dr George A. Dorsey. 

Montana. (Cat. no. 22768, Free Museum of Science and Art, 

University of Pennsylvania.) 

Ring (figure 577), 2} inches in diameter, wrapped with buckskin 
painted red, and having six interior spokes, three consisting 

« Traditions of the Arapaho, p 1S1, Chicago. 1903 » {bid , p 2T5 ' Ibid . p 364 
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of two dark blue gla^s bead witli a bead of spiral bra « wire 
next the center and three con iTing of pvrmiidal -pinl** of brass 
wire two with red gla*s> bead and one with a mellow gla*-, bead 
next the center 

Thi« ‘-pecimen wa* collected in 1^00 bv Dr George \ Dor-ev who 
«tate^ that the game is plaved with two iron pointed arrows -hot from 
a bow toward the ring the count hems determined 
bv the proximitv of the arrow to the rang 
Biackfeet Montana 

Dr George Bird Gnnnell • sav* 

\ favorite pa«tune in the dav was gaml Iin^ with a 
•mail wheel called I tec wah. This wheel waa about 4 
Inches In diameter an 1 had fire «pokes on which were 
strung different-colored l>ca Is made of lone or horn. A 
level, smooth piece of grounl was selected. at each end ot 
which was placed a lop. tt each end of the eour-e were 
two men. who gambled against each other \ crowd 
always snrroonded them, betting nn the sides. The wheel 
was rolled along the course and each man at the end 
whence It started, darted an arrow at it. The east was made Just bef re the 
wheel reached the log at the opposite end of the track and points were counted 
according as the arrow passed between the spoke-, or when the wheel, stopped 
I y the log. was In contact with the arrow the position and nearness « f the 
d fferent beads to the arrow representing a certain nnml-er of points The 
player who flr«t scored 10 points won. It was a verv difficult gome and one 
bad to be very skillful to win. 

-Southern \lberta 

Rev John MacLean * describes the hoop-and arrow game as fol 
lows 

A board. 8 or 10 inches In width, is placed on its edge upon the ground, 
held in place hy small stakes driven into the ground and another In the same 
fa. S hod, about 12 feet distant. The contestants play In pairs. Each holds In his 
right hand an arrow and one of them a small wheel, having fastened to it a 
I'ead, or special mark placed upon it 'Handing at one end and Ins de the 
board, thev run together toward the other board. The contestant having the 
wheel rolls it on the ground, throwing it with «ueh force that ft strikes the board. 
As the two men run they throw the r arrows against the board, and a* near 
the wheel as they can. When the wheel fall*, they measure the distance between 
the point of the arrows ami the bead or special mark on the wheel and the 
arrow which lies neare-t to fh = point has won the throw They continue this 
running and throwin- until the one who has reached the number agreed upon as 
the en 1 of the game hag won. The ntnnl>er of points made by the contestants 
are kept bv means of small sticks held In the bands. Several pairs of contest 
ants sometimes play after each other and for days they will continue the game 
surrounded by a large number of men. old and young who are eagerly betting 
upon the result 

* Blackfool todg* Tates P 1S3 *.«w Tort. 1S»2- 

* Canadian «av«e» Folk, p m Toronto 1S36. 
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Cheyenne and Ait\r UIO. Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 20T7R9. United 
States National Museum.) 

Hoop (figure 578), 12 inches in diameter, laced with rawhide, the 
leather pacing forty-eight times around the edge. Half the net 
on one side of the principal division is painted blue and the 
other half red: the colors are reversed on the opposite side. 
Collected by E. Granier. 



rig 678 Fig 679 


Fio STS Netted toop, diameter, 12 lnche«, Cheyenne and Arapahu Indians, Oklahoma; cat no. 
2BW, United States National llus-nm. 

Fio 5T9 Netted hoop, diameter, 13i inches; Cheyenne Indians, Oklahoma, cat eu 165M5, United 
States National Jlosenm 

Cheyenne. Oklahoma. (Cat no. 165845, United States National 
Museum.) 

Hoop, a bent sapling laced with a net of rawhide, as shown in figure 
579; diameter, 13} inches; the thong passes over the edge thirty- 
six times. Collected by Rev. II. R. Voth. 

Two other Cheyenne gaming hoops in the United States National 
Museum (cat. no. 152S14). diameters, 12 and 13 inches, collected by 
Mr Mooney, appear to be models. The net is irregular, and does 
not seem to be put on with the system and care that characterize the 
old hoops. 

Darlington, Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 18735. Free Museum of 

Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Hoop, a bent sapling 7 inches in diameter, with a network of raw- 
hide. A red down feather is attached to the hoop by a smew. 
Apparently a model. The netting, which is conr«c. passes over 
the hoop eighteen times. Collected by Mr George E. Starr. 
Oklahoma. 

Mr Louis L. Meeker thus describes the hoop game, ha ko-yu-tsist: 
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The player holds a Btieh and thrusts St through a wheel with four spokes 
mide of very light material and bo notched that different counts are made by 
thrnstlng In different places 

Ciieyevne Oklahoma 

Dr A L Kroeber* in his Cheyenne Tales gives the following 
account 

There was a large camp near a spring called Old woman g spring The 
people were amusii)„ tbeinsehes lj games and were playing the buffalo 
game" with rolling hoops Two young men were standing by watching They 
were painted alike and dressed alike and wore the same headdresses and both 
wore bnffalo robes Finally one of them told the people to call erery one and 
that all should watch him that he would go Into the spring and bring hick 
food that would be a great help to the people ever after The other young mm 
sl«o said that be would bring them food There was an entrance to the spring 
formed by a great stone and by this the two young men descended into the 
spring both going at the same time They found nn old gray beaded woman 
sitting and she showed them on one side fields of corn and on the other herds 
of buffalo Then one of the young men brought back corn and the other buffalo 
went and the people feasted on both ADd that night the buffalo came out of 
the spring and there hive been herds of them ever since and com has been 
grown too 

Chippewa Turtle mountain, North Dakota (Cat no t^Stj Amen 
can Museum of Natural Historj ) 



Fla Vwl Netted hoop and d»rt diameter of hoop Ilf inches laugth of dart 313 laches Chile 
pewu Indian!, Tnrtlo mountain North Dakota cat no ^3, American Museum of Natural 
Hifito-v 


Hoop (figure 580), 11 j inches in diameter, netted with buckskin 
thongs, the thongs painted red the edge of the hoop wrapped 
with black cloth, a square orifice in the center of the thongs 
wrapped with red cloth, accompanied by a straight dart made 
of a sapling 3 feet long painted red, with a black band, and a 
feather tied to the handle end 

This specimen was collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones, who 
gives the name of the game as tititipanatuwanagi rollers, and says 
that it is plavetl b\ anyone 
Delawares Ontario 

Dr Daniel G Bnnton * gives the following account from conversa- 
tions with Rev Albert Seqaqkmd Anthony 

•Journal of American Folk Lore < 13 p 101 Poston isoo 

* Folk lore of the Modem Lenape Eaaaya of »n Americanist p 1S6, Philadelphia 1890 
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A very popular ejlort was with a hoop, tavitmusq. and spear or arrow, 
aHuBth. The players arranged themselves In two parallel lines, some 40 feet 
apart, each one armed with a reed spear. A hoop was then rolled rapidly at an 
equal distance ttetween the lines Each player burled his spe.af at It, the object 
being to stop the hoop by casting the spear with in Its rim When stopped, the 
shaft must lie wttlilu the hoop, or the shot did not count. 

GnosvtNTREs. Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (Cat. no. 60350, 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Hoop (figure 5S1), a bent sapling 10 inches in diameter, netted with 
hide, which passes over the ring thirty-four times. 

Collected in 1000 by Dr George A. Dorsey, who describes it as 
employed in the game of hateliieb. 

In playing, the wheel is rolled forward on the ground, when the 
players hurl toward it slender spears, or darts, the object being to 



Fig Ml Fig 5“2 

FjO. 591. NettM lioop, diameter, 10 Inches, Gronyentre Indiana, Montana, cat no «IW, Field 
Columbian Museum. , 

Fta. M2. Netted hoop; diameter, 16J inches. Piegun Indians. Alberta; alt no 693SJ, Field 


pierce one of the holes formed by the buckskin lacing of the wheel. 
These holes vary in size, and each has its own proper name and value; 
the latter, however, could not be learned. The holes are named as 
follows: Large hole in center, ita, or heart; holes inclosed within the 
parallel lines crossing at right angles, anatayan, or buffalo bulls; 
large holes outside the parallel lines, behe, or buffalo cows ; small tri- 
angles farmed at points of cross facing, iriwha, or buffalo caives; 
large holes next to the wooden ring, chadjitha, or wolves; small holes 
formed by the crossing of the thongs next to the wooden ring, caawu, 
or coyotes. 

This game is played by men and formerly stakes of much value 
were wagered on the result. 

Pieqan. Alberta. (Cat. no. 69353, Field Columbian Museum.) 
Hoop of cherry sapling (figure 582), 164 inches in diameter, laced 
with a network of rawhide, which passes around the edge twenty* 
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eight time* Collected by Mr R X YTil'on In another similar 
specimen in the same museum, cat no C9352 the thong passes 
thirty times around the edge 

Piegan Alberta (Cat no G4350, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum ) 

Iron ring (figure 383), 3J inches in diameter, 
wrapped with buck, km and ha ring eight 
rows of colored gla<s» beads of three each, ar 
ranged within, like the spokes of a wheel 
The beads are of different color*, as follows: 
Tliree white, three red, two black and one 
dark blue two green and one black, three 
yellow , three light blue ; two black and one 
red, two green and one blue Collected by 
Mr R h YTil-on, who describes it as used in a ring and arrow game 
Sauk, and Totes Iowa (Cat no jUt. American Museum of hot 
ural Ilistorj ) 

Four rings of elm bark (figure 5S4), 2, 2j, 3, and 3} inebe*- m 
diameter, and a little bundle of elm bark (figure 585), 3 inches 





Fig Beaded ting- 
diameter 3l in b— ' 
Piegnn Indians, Al 
Ix-rU cat no (HTA 
Field Colombian Mir 



Fie 5% 


FlO 5St Gams rings, dmmMers, 3) A SI and S inches; Sank and Fa* Indians, Iowa, eat. 
no ,11, American Mnsenm of N atnral History 

FlG Mi Bundle of elm bark used aa target length 3 inches. Saak and Fol Indiana, Iowa, 
cat. no ,11, American Mnsemn of 'Vatoral History 
Fla 5 « Bow and arrows used in nng game length of bow 3S inches, lenplh of arrows, 85 
inches, Sank and Fox Indians, Iowa, cat no sill American Museum of batnral History 

long Bow (figure 5SS), 3 feet 2 inches in length, with two 
bands of rabbit fur, designated by its color as the property of 
the Black- one of tlie two dux- ions of the people (White and 
Black) , four arrows, 25 inches in length. 

The plifer-, men or hors, divide into two sides, each «ide having 
four nngs and each plater four arrows. The nngs are rolled and 
•hot at with the arrows, each arrow must pierce the ring and hang 
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on. The side that hits all the rings first has the right to roll the rings 
at the arrows. The arrows that have been shot arc stuck up in a row, 
and the winning side rolls the rings at them. Each time that the 
ring hits an arrow it wins that arrow. 

The little bundle of lurk is held w ith the guiding forefinger on the 
flow, tossed into the air, and shot at in lieu of the ring. In another 
form of the game the bundle of elm bark or the rings are buried in 
the sand and shot at with arrows. The game is to hit the concealed 
bundle or ring so that the arrow shall lie held by it. The game is 
called topagahagi, rings; the little bundle of bark, otawahi ; the bow, 
metaha, and the arrows, owipanoni. 

The game is played about the house. People believe there is a 
spirit of sickness, Apenaweni, always hovering about to get into the 
lodges, and this game i« encouraged in order to keep it away. 

VTHAPASCVN STOCK 

Apvciie {Ohikic.uiua). Arizona. 

Hr E. TV. Davis gave the writer the following account of a game 
played by Geronimo’s band at St Augustine, Florida, in 1889: 

Another same which Interested me was played with hoops nnd poles, and, as 
I remeu)l«r. always by two meu The hoops were ordinary pieces of flexible 
wood, tied Into ft circle of ntout 12 Inches with leather thongs, and the poles 
were reeds in or 12 feet long A little heap of hay was placed on the ground 
nml parted In the center The p! lycrs stood about 15 feet aw ay. and each in 
Ins turn would roll his hoop into the little valley In the hay mound Waiting 
until the hoop bad nearly reached the hay he would toss the staff through the 
baj, the object being to pass the hoop so that It might encircle the eud of the 
pole wlien the hoop reached the litv This game was very difficult, and misses 
were more frequent than scores 
Apache (Jicahilla). Northern New Mexico. 

Mr James Mooney." in The Jicarilla Genesis, describes the wheel- 
and -stick game as having been made by Yolkaiistsuu, the White bead 
woman, for her two sons, children by her of the Sun and the Moon. 
She told them not to roll the wheel toward the north. They played 
for three days, when the Sun’s son rolled the wheel toward the east, 
south, and west. His brother then persuaded lmn to roll it toward 
the north. An adventure w itli an owl follows, and the two boys were 
set to perform a succession of dangerous feats, which accomplished, 
they went to live in the western ocean. 

Apache (Mescauero) . Fort Sumner. New Mexico. 

Col. John C. Cremony 9 says: 

There are some games to which women are nerer allowed access. Among 
Iheve is one played with the poles and a hoop. The former are generally about 

• The American Anthropologist, r. 11. p 201. 1809 
•Life Among the Apaches, p. 302. San Francisco. 1868 
24 ET 11—05 si— -2D 
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10 fret In length smooth and grailuiilly tapering like a Inner It I* I»frJ mirlcd 
with ittvlalons throughout Its whole length atwt tlw«o division*. ore ftMiwM In 
different colon. The hoop H of noMl nt>out 0 Indies In ill'ltueter, and (Drilled 
tike the poles, of w lilch enth ptaytr tins one Only two pi non* nt tugnse In 
this cune at one time V let el place N selected from which the gras* U 
rt moved a foot In width and for 25 or TO fret In length. and the earth trodden 
down firmly mid smooth!) One of the players rolls the hemp forward and 
after It rpnebes a certain dl«lance liolh dirt th«lr poles after It overtaking 
and throwing it down The graduation of value* Is from the point of the jiole 
toward the tmtt which ranks highest, and the object Is to mike tln» hoop fill 
i n the pole at near the Intt as jiossltle at the itame time noting the nlu« »f 
the part uhkh tern lies tin hoop The two i lines are tlicn added an 1 pl-ired to 
the credit of the ptiver The jrsme timiilly runs up to a linmlml I ut the extent 
Is art itmri among the platers. \\ Idle It I* c dug on no mmnn Is |*>rudtti*l to 
appro ich within o hundred yards and rich is r*>ri | resent l< comp< Heel to hive 
all his arms UhlnJ I Inquired the is ison for these restrictions and nan told 
th.it the} were required h} tradition hut the shrewd old *sons-Irt Jih true me 
another and t believe the true version. When (icnpte gamble said lie they 
liecotne b ilf enzv and are icrj apt to (ininrcl Tills In the tn »t exciting gome 
we hire, and those who play It will wager nit the) jnu-sess. The loser Is apt 
to get angry mid fights have eiistie<l which resulted In the lo«s of many war 
rlors. To preient this It was Jong ago determined tint no wnrrlor »h nil tie 
pri*«tnt with arms upon his person or within near reach and this gime Is nlwnjs 
ployed at some dktnnce from camp Three iromtoent warriors are aimed a# 
Judges and from their decision there is no appeal They are not rnifTi red to t>et 
while acting In that cnpiclty Tin? rci«on why women are forbid loti to l* 
present Is IiMMUm. thev always f mient troubles betwex ti the plijers rnd ereite 
confusion by taking sides and provoking tlK-cnsIon. 

Ataciie (S\n Cirm>*) Sin Cirlos agency, Gila count), Arizona 
(Cat no f»3">J5 Field Columbian Museum ) 

Hoop of sapling 9J inches in diameter, punted red, divided in Inlf 
with thong wound with Imck'km cord, and having four equt 
distant notches on both flees on opposite side-> of the median 
thong Collected bv Mr S C Simms, who describes it n= u=ed in 
the game of nahlpice (figure 587) 

Apvciie (White Mouvruv) Arizona (Cat no C124C, Tield Co- 
lumbian Museum ) 

Two jointed poles in three pieces, 14 feet and 15 feet 4} inches in 
length, and a hoop made of ■nphng 9} inches m diameter the 
latter hiving a thong wound with cord stretched across, the mid 
die Collected bv Jlev Paul S Maverlioff. who de-cribes the 
game under the name of na a «hosh 
The game is played with two poles, each of which is made np in 
three sections and a hoop The butt end of each pole is marked ofl 
into nine divisions or counters. The ring also has marked on its 
circumference eleven divisions or counters The spoke bisecting the 
hoop and wrapped with cord is al«o u«ed in counting there being one 
hundred and four winds of cord, or plus the knot or bead in the 
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center, one hundred and five in all. The total number of points on 
pole and hoop is one hundred and twenty-five in the average game, 
but exceeding that in some. The two poles represent the two sexes — 
yellow representing the male, red the female. They are called 
mbashgah. Their three sections are, respectively : Butt, egie-she des- 
tah-nee; middle section, indee des-tah-nee ; tip, billah tah she des-tah 
nee. The joints are made by wrapping with sinew. 



Fio 587 Ban Lull™ Apache Indians playing hoop and pole San Carloa agency. Arizona, from 
photograph l>y Mr 8. 0 Simms. 


The hoop is called bah say; the bead on the center of the bisecting 
spoke, bah say-bi-yo. The playground (figure 588) is T5 to 100 feet 
long; the home goal (dd-thee'-shay-tsay-nee-say-ah) is marked by a 
flat rock midway between the two ends (do-thee'-shay-his-tso). 

The ends, toward which the game proceeds alternately, are so built 
up by means of hay or grass that three parallel ridges, 8 to 10 feet 


Fio RSS. Finn of polo grounds. White llanntein Apache Indians, Arizona. 

in length, are formed. The hoop and poles must be propelled in 
such a wa} - as to pass into the depressions between the ridges and 
come to a stop before they haxe passed to the extreme ends of the 
ridge« The throw counts only when the hoop falls upon the marked 
butt of the pole. In playing, one of the two opponents rolls the 
hoop forward from the*home goal toward one of the ends; just as it 
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begun to Iomj its inertia (!t< opponent- threw forward (Itcir jwJe* *o 
that the.) will filch along into tin d* pre-ion in which th, hoop ha*, 
rolled Tlie «jmi proceeding js njiealcd m tin npjMrett direction. 
Then comes the next pair of platers and mi on until all hate had 
their turn, when the fir-t Ht take- its turn once limn tin rotation 
hcepmg up until the agreed number of point 1 * lias been mule hi one 
oppomnt or on« -idc. 

The method of counting is -imple, erery mark or counter on i*>le 
or hoop counting hat one Jf the lioop fill s aga/n-t the erfrtnie 
1 ntt of the |H)1< *o that the) ju-t touch, it counts 1 , if it fall- on the 
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butt, a- main points ire counted a- are inclosed In the hoop e g, if 
it touches the hot mark aboie the butt end, it counts 2, the next 
higher, 3, the next, 4, etc 

Should marks on the circumference of the hoop touch the pole, 
points are added to the enclosed points on the butt of the pole J point 
if oue mark, 2 if two mirk* etc. Where the spoke of the hoop nl-o 
crosses the pole, as msnv point- are added to the throw as it takes 
winds of the coni to cross the thickness of the butt Jf the hoop 
fall* upon the pole -o that the bar or spoke in it he- eracth al’ore 
and parallel with the pole cmering all the counters, on the pole, such 
a throw wins the game. 
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The game has a religious character with the Apache Indians, no 
festivity being complete without it, and is played with great fervor 
and persistency. Only those medicine men (called Dee-yin) deeply 
versed in their folklore and traditions can give a minute explana- 
tion of the original meaning and symbolism of this game, and they 
are very reluctant to part with their knowledge. Tradition says 
that one of the Ghons (the minor deities to whom these Indians ascribe 
their instruction and knowledge in handicrafts and arts, as tilling the 
soil, raising crops, preparing food, weaving, and manufacturing im- 
plements and utensils for camp, chase, or war, the use of medicines, 
etc.) taught their forefathers the game, with its symbolism. 


Fig sax White Mountain Apache Indiana playing hoop and pole, Arizona from photograph 
by O forge B Wittick 

There are several short prayers or charms, some sung, some spoken, 
used by players* to neutralize the efforts of their opponents and bring 
success to themselves. The following may be given as an example : 
Iliilchee be-t.i ha his Si 

III11 chtS shU-d-Ka'-sbay nali-ee-gay yul-tlathL 
DeS-djSy i-des-a-go sbl-day gush ; 

If a go-t] ay-go Ka-sbay-day-dh. 

I Translation. 3 

The wind will make it miss yours ; 

The wind will turn It on my pola 
To-day at noon I shall win all , 

At night again to me will It fall. 
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Apache (W hue AforxxviN ) ^Tiite nrer Arizona 
Mr Albert B Reagan gare the following account of the g3me xn a 
communication to the Bureau of American Ethnology in 1^01 

The pole game fa the Apache national game. It fa played by the men every 
day from early morn to late In the afternoon sometimes to pass the time only 



FlO ® 1 . Plan cf jwla ground White Mountain Apsehe Indians. Arizona from ctetcb bjr 
Albert B- Braiko A. base- B B, Ldzc„ grounds, length 9 steps, C C. counting Gelds, I-ngth, 
3 step*. S twt, between ccrautim, fields and cud of plsy ground, 1-t, -* Ungth.6 

Btrjs; total length, W 36 yards- width. 9-10. 6 yard*. 

sometimes for “ medicine ” I ut almost always for gain. They sometimes bet all 
they have on It, in former times even their w itmn anil children. 

The pole ground fa a level “pace S> yards long and C wide, laid off In t In- 
directions north and routh ffi-mre >01] In Its center fa tie tn-e t u lit i 
rock, from which the roles are burled. Nine yards from th s ba*e l-nth 
north and south, are three hay-covered ridges the center rldzc Ivlng on the 



Pig 'J)“ CroMacctimi or counting fie din Wbit Mountain Apache Indians. Arizona, 

from sketch by Albert R. Itemisn- A A. furrows Into which the wheel runs: BBB.rrfpeon 
sides of furrows; C C C earth D v sj- or straw 

center line of the pole ground [figure o?' ) These ri lges are " yard. Ion- with 
a total width of 5 feet There are two narrow furrows between the ridge- Into 
which the wheel fa rolled. 

The two poles are willow about !•> feet long made n three sectio is which 
are spliced and Ued with sinew They taper front the b\»rt to a j* lot being 
about 1J Inches In diameter at the butt end. The first 0 Inches of the butt. 



Fig an. Counting end ofpole for peds game » n.to 1. sustain A pacts Jndais, Amona f ro m 
sketch by Albert B. Beaman. 

called the "counting end [figure »*U31 is marked with grooves The counts 
on this butt are n ne In number The l ttte circular fcno>, A the edge B. of the 
pole the lightly cut groove C the llriitty cut groove D the space between 
the two heavily cut grooves E F the space between the two heavily cut 
grooves. G II the lightly cut groove 1 the lightly cut groove J the space 
betweei the two heavily cut grooves, K t. The ho. p or wheel [figure oCM] Is 
made of willow about a foot In diameter the ends being bound with sinew A 
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buckskin thong, stretched across the ring. Is wound Its entire length with cord 
The center wrap Is made larger than the others These wraps are called bends, 
bet nu«e originally beads were u«cd Instead of the « rapping cords. These beads 
are counted to M) In descending 
order on each side of the center. 

Sumo times there arc more than 
fifty turns, but only this mmiltcr 
Is counted. They are not touched 
by the band In counting, but are 
pointed to with n straw by the 
plater. They are always counted 
li) twos. With the center bend 
the fifty bends on each side make 
101 counts on the diameter of the 
wheel The edges on l*>th sides 
of the circumference of the hoop 
are notched with nine cut*, 
w lilch, with the two sinew wmji- 
ptngs.arcwed In counting The 
space. A-lt. Itctweeu the places 
where the ends nrc Inshed counts 
1 ; and each of the notches, 2. 3. F*o t®t- noon for polo frame. White Mountain 
4. 5. C. 7. 8, P. 10. 11, around the A pache Indians, Arizona, from Bifetch by Albert B 
ring, l; making 11 counts, or n Re “* an - 

totil of 112 counts on the hoop. With the 9 counts on the butt there is a total 
of 121 counts In the game: tin* players learn to count, most of them being nblo 
to count to 1,009 In their own language. In rolling the hoop, It ts held vortl 
cally between the thumb and second finger of the right hand, resting on the 



Fig, TO Counting points In polo game, White Mountain Apache Indiana, Arizona, from sketch 
by Albert B Reagan 

extended index finger, over which It rolls when It Is dispatched If it Is seen 
to be rolling wide of the furrows, it Is sometimes guided to it3 place by one of 
the poles On entering a furrow the loose hay retards its speed and it falls 
over, only to be slid under the hay by the well-directed poles If it falls to 
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eater n farrow which Is called a break In the same It b brought back and 
tolled again. It is always rolled first to the sooth and then to the north, and 
so on for boors until the game is finished. 

In throwing the poles, they are propelled by the right hand and guided with 
the left, the Index finger of the right hand being placed against the end of the 
pole which Is held between the thumb and Index finger The pole if hurled 
successfully slides into the furrow beneath the w heel and stops with its butt 
beneath It. If it passes entirely through the furrow or goes to the side this Is 
also called a break In the game and the poles are taken back to the I ase and 
hurled again, the wheel being rolled as before It takes long practice and much 
skill to hurl the poles su«*«fllHv 

In carrying back, the poles after they hare been burled they are thrown over 
the right sboul ler They are then stood on end upon the ground for a moment 
only then buried as before. 

• In c»nxn tine all point-* on each pole tint fall on or within the run tf the 
hoop ore counted, also all the points on the rinj of the hoop and ali the bead-* on 
the cord which fall within th** edges of the 
pole. The points l-elng counted, the game 
proceeds as lie fore This Is continued for 
hours, until one side or the other gets the 
number of points agreed ujvn as deciding 
the game. There may lie any 0*1 1 number 
from 17 t » 1 001 The game is souk times 
played for the best twoontof three or three 
ont of fire rounds etc two hurls south and 
one north constituting a fliy 

tocabulary Plna-e-j««U let us llay 
pole bas. -**a. r r pas -sa, the hoop bns'-sl 
heft the counting end of the pole t as -a.t 
hewfc hoop heads the clo<oly ur-ipj-ed 
cord da -des ki b the |» Ints on the hoop 
run kio-b > ka nil -dish, the counting field, 
tl e tbree-ridged space lu-e-Jrib thepoh. 
n.» •* Josh ka the f*oIe pronn 1 an k6 sbe- 
f the pnl gronn k fn m which the hooj Is 
r Ildl an! the pole*. are 1 nrlml flit one of the wrain (beads) on the cord ufc 
cb» the center bea 1 on the 'lull 

Vtacite (White Mor\T4ia) Vrtzona (Cat no lSri8 Free Mn 
•■eum of Science and Vrt Lniier*it\ of Pena-*\hama ) 

Hoop of =aphn« (figure rr H>) 10 inches m diameter painted ml the 
co/I', VisV^I vnfi\ wed. <ev.Ii c, l ■. kmg W 

tween V thong wound with coni is fa-dmed aero---, the middle 
of die nng the outer circumference of which is notched with 
eleven not che. equally deposed in the 'pace b* tween the ladimgs. 
Collect cl hi the late Capt C N B Maciulet, U S Vrtnr who 
described the game to the writer under the name pan hha polo game 
Two men play The ground Is leveled ami covered with hay or dried grass. 
One rolls the wheel and loth throw their poles, points a If og the ground 
best le It. endeavoring to make the wheel fait on the 1 utt of the pole The 
counts are most intricate, dej coding upon the way in w hlch the pole fall* In 
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reference to the wheel, the jn'rlpherj of which Is marked with rings of sinew. 
The details are so complicated tlutt no dvltlzed game nearly compares in com 
plexlty with this oppircutly simple sport 

Coiaillk (Chualtay). Fort Colville, Washington. 

Paul Kane® says: 

The prluclpil game here Is ealted AI-kot-Iock. and requires considerable skill. 
A smooth level piece of ground Is chosen, and n slight harrier of n couple of 
sticks, placed lengthwise. Is laid at each end of the chosen spot, being from 40 
to GO teet np\rt and only u few Inches high The two players, stripped naked, 
arc nriued each with n tery slight s|w?nr about 2 feet long, and finely pointed 
with bone; one of them takes n ring made of hone, or some heavy wood, and 
wound round with cord; this ring Is about 2 inches In diameter, on the inner 
circumference of which are fastened six tte.uls of different colors at equal dis- 
tances, to each of which n scpnrtte numerical t.ilue Is attached The ring Is 
then rolled along the ground to one of the h irrlers, and Is follow ed at n distance 
of 2 or 15 yards by the players, and ns the ring strikes the harrier and Is fatting 
on Its side the spears are thrown, so that the ring may fall on them If only 
one of the spears should is* covered by tiie ring, the thrower of it counts accord- 
ing to the colored bend over it. But It generally happens, from the dexterity 
of the players, tint the Ting ewer* both spews, and t-ich counts according to 
the color of the bends above bis sjicar; they then play towards tile other harrier, 
and m> on until one partv lias attilned the number agreed upon fur game 

Navaiio. Kearns canyon, Arizona. (Cat. no. C2S35, Field Colum- 
bian Museum.) 

IJinjr (figure 65)7) wrapped with sheep hide, 6} inches m diameter, 
and two poles (figure 508), about 9 feet in length, made in two 
pieces lashed together with hide, the sticks overlapping about a 
foot, and the ends of the lashing (figure 599) having crosspieces 
of hide fastened to them by bands of sheepskin. Collected by 
Mr Thomas V. Keam. 

St Michael, Arizona, 

The Keverend Father Bcrard Ilaile writes in a personal letter: 
Nft'nzhozh, stick and hoop. The pole Is decorated with tiuckskin strings 
called “ turkey feet.” The hoop is net in motion find the stick throw n through 
the rolling hoop Points score ns the stick falls on the turkey feet. Some sticks 
are decorated with claws of wildcats or of the mountain ILon, hear, eagle, etc, 
which are attached to the strings, and ns the claws catch the lioop o point is 
scored 

Later Father Berard writes: 

I find that there were four different forms of nl'azhilzh: Tlrst, nfi'azhteh 
aqa\le*t‘loni, bound together. In which the stick or i>ole was cut in two «ud tied 
with buckskin, allowing the ends of the string to hang down , second, mVnzbuzh 

•Wanderings ot an Artist among the Indians ot North America, p 310, Voodoo, 1K*S 

See also The Canadian Journal, p 276, Toronto, June, 1635, where Kane describes this 

game In about tbe same words under tbe name of al kol loch as one tbat Is universal 

along the Colombia river There Is a good picture of this game In Kane's collection, no 
65, at Toronto The original sketches were made at Fort Colville. 
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Speaking of the >>Tvalio Maj E Backus, 17 S Arm\ , wrote as 
follows, in Schoolcraft • 

Their favorite game consists In throwing i 1 met or jwle at a rolling hoop 
In which they are said to exhibit much still I hare never seen the game 
pliyeel anil can not describe Its details. 

Saesi BntiJi Colunibri 

Bet E r TVH-oii * gives the following account 

The Siroee®, like most other wild Indians, are loreterate garni !er«. They will 
gamble ererrthlng ranr — jk nit-- teeiiees. 1 1 inters le-gings moccasius — till 
ther hare nothing left bnt their breecb-clont In my report of the Blickfoot 
la«t re- r I menti ned the Use of i little loop ■ r wheel for gnuiblin,, purposes. 
I find that the Part'd -s al«o u®e thi« and two of them showed me how they play 
the game A little 1 leve of IioanL if procnralJe or two or three flattened 
sticks laid one on the other are i ut f >r a target at n distance of It or 30 
feet from the starting point and the two players then take their places beside 
each ether one Ins the little wheel in bis left hand, an arrow in his right, 
the other oue has onlr an arrow The 1 1 ly is to roll the wheel and to dellrer 
the two arrows olmiiltaneon Ir all aiming at thi mark winch has I -ecu set up. 
If the wheel falls orer on one of the arrows It counts «o many points, according 
to the number of heads on the wire spite of the wheel that touch the arrow 
'Nothing Is counted unless the little wheel falls on one of the arrows The 
articles fir which they play are valued nt so many points each. A blanket is 
worth. J«rh ips 10 point® a pony 50 and to on. 

Tikrui irhiart lake British Colura 
bin 

The Reverend Father V G Monce® 
describes the game of keilap.v, eneir 
cling willow, or arrow target shoot 
mg named from the implement re 
Htnretl for its performance 

This is a sort of open work dl«k or wheel 
I figure COO] principally made of win w 1 ark 
strings, tlx ugh the frame i f the l»» p is 
ft ni|K»«ed of three or four switches very 
closely fitting caih other and keq t In pos) 
p IO an Hop for gam- TnXorn la l j a strong lacing of str.i* of bark, 

d^iv. smart I*k«. Bnt»h Colombia Radiating frt lu the axf* <r heart as It is 
from iforlc* « illed are four cords of similar material 

stretched si is to form a erws \a this 



was formerly the great national game if the < arrlers I may be pardoned for 
giving Its rule® In full 

V team of five or six men was matched against another of presumed equal 
force and after each i layer had (■eeo provided with a given number of pointed 
arrows the dL-fc was set wheeling away ly one team to the err of tPp O -p 


• Information respecting the nislorj toofimen and n*»pecu of the 
of the lulled Stale*, pt- * P 5tl Philadelphia IN.S. 

• Fourth Report on the North Western Tribe* of Canada Report of Ih 
HeellnC of I be BritUh Aasneiatlon for the Wraocement of «elen<e p .SC, 

, voles i n the Weslern I *n#«. Traosartlom of the Canadian Inatltnta 


Indian Tribes 
le Flfty-elsbtb 

v a p. 113. 


Toronto, 1633. 
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This was the signal for the other to shoot at it while it was in motion 
Should they fall to hit It. It was returned rolling to the first team, so as to give 
them an equal chance of making at it with their arrows As soon as the disk 
had been shot, the real competitive game commenced. The arrows which had 
bit It, two. three, or more, became the stake for the rival team to win over Por 
this purpose the di«k was hung upon a short stick planted in the ground near 
the team who bad succeeded in sending home the arrows, and it was aimed at 
successively by each member of the - * opjWiU/jf £ti> .Should anyone I* lucky 
enough to shoot It with his first arrow, the 'take played for became his irrev- 
ocable property. When the target was bit. but on a subsequent attempt of 
the marksman, the stake was thereby won over, subject to its lieing redeemed 
by any member of the opposing team performing the same feat. In this case the 
game became a draw: the wheel was set rolling anew, and the nature of the 
stake was determined ns in the first instance 

I have never seen, 'teilapos played by other than children end young men 
But In times past it bad a sort of national Importance, inasmuch ns teams from 
distant villages were wont to assemble in certain localities more favorable to 
Its performance lu good style. Indeed, until a few years ago the sporting field 
of some was literally dotted with small cavities resulting from the fall of the 
arrows. 

CADOOAX STOCK 

Ajukara. South Dakota. 

John Bradbury* says: 

We amused ourselves some time by watching a party who were engaged Id 
play. A place was neatly formed, resembling a skittle nlley. about 0 feet In 
breadth and 00 feet long- a ring of wood, about 5 Inches In diameter was 
trundled along from one end. and when it had run some distance, two Indians, 
who stood ready, threw after It. In a sliding manner each a piece of wood, about 
3 feet long and 4 Inches In hreadtli, nude smooth on one edge and kept from 
turning by a crosspiece passing through It and bended backwards so as to 
resemble a crossbow The standee by kept an account of the game mid be 
whose piece, in n given number of throws, more frequently came nearest the 
ring after it had fallen, won the game 

H. II. Braekeimtlge * sajs: 

Their daily sports, in which, when the weather Is favorable they are engaged 
from morning till Digbt, are principally of two kind:,. A level piece of ground 
appropriated for the puri>o<j>. and beaten bv frequent use. is the place where 
they are carried on. The first is played by two persons, each armed with a long 
pole; cue of them rolls a hoop, which, after having reached about two-thirds of the 
distance, is followed at half speed, and as they perceive it about to fall they 
cast their poles under It, the pole on which the hoop falls, so as to l>e nearest to 
certain corresponding marks on tlie hoop and pole, gains for that time- This 
game excites great interest, and produces a gentle, but animated exercise The 
other differs from it in this, that instead of poles, they have short pieces of wood, 
with barbs at one end, and n cross piece nt the other, held in the middle n ltli one 
hand : bnt instead of the hoop before mentioned, they throw a small ring, and 
endeavor to put the point of the barb through it This is a much more violent 
exercise than the other. 

•Travel* la the Interior of America In the year* 1800. 18l«. and lStt p 120. Liver 
pool. 1817 

•Views of Louisiana, together with a Journal of a Voyage up the Missouri Piver in 
18X1, P. 235, Pittsburg, 1814 
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dllko"! slick or polished, in which the pole was left Intact and provided with 
three strings one at the point and two at the hutt third, nfiazhuzh dlfKI 
strung profusely In which the pole was profusely decorated with strings, etc. , 
fourth, ndozhhzh dllfc polished In which the hoop or wheel, was only about 
an Inch In diameter and thrown toward a mark or point The players were 
each provided with a stick, each the length ol an arm. In a stooped position 
they strive to throw the stick through the ring How many points the winner 
had to score I could not ascertain, as Mr Elg Goat my Informant claims that In 



Fio 53“ UtaB fovTol* g*m* dlnoetet Inches' *i*s%ho tniV.nn*. tncs cnc-yan. Aram. 
r*t. DI. eSxu, Field Colombia Museum 

Fio Pole for po.e gume- length sboat 9 f**t Indium, K»m cneyon. Ariroc* 

ext. no. GKK. Field CoIamKxo lltuenm 

Fro SM End* of lash ng of pole for polo pumr' Nrabo Indians. K»roi «n yen, Arizona r I 
no. teal. Tte.i ColumUxa Moseam- 

all these games the points were agreed upon beforehand, and a variation 
naturally took | la e according to the value of the article put at stake To 
distinguish the first from the fourth game here mentioned, tbev ( a!»o called 
the latter hue which means as mo b as that the pole was varnished (with 
Juice of yucca and paint) 

This {nine Is intimated by Pr Washington Matthews In his \ai sho Lcgetds 
{page “WJ where l e mentions dllkf n, played wltb two stick* each tbe 1-wib of 
an arm. as among the four games which the Nava bo brou-bt with the.ni from the 
lower world. 
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Concerning another game mentioned by Doctor Matthews tn this 
connection, atsa, played with forked sticks and n ring, Father Berard 
writes: 

AtsA nl«o means an eagle, whilst tsa’ signifies a needle, awl. or anything 
similar, ergo, forked sticks? (ts'fi, bosket) It was Impossible for me to find 
ony clue to this game, unless we assume that It Is another form of nl'azliuzli. 
Manj of the games of tin? legends of the Navaho, they say. are purely mythical 
or artificial and bare not been played by them 
Navaho. Arizona, New Mexico. 

Dr Washington Matthews” refers to the game of nanzoz, as played 
by the Navaho, as much the same as the game of chungkeo played by 
the Mandan, described and depicted by Catlin (see p. 512). 

A hoop Is rolled along the ground, and long poles are throw u after it. The 
Mandan pole was made of a single piece of wood. The pole of the Nmaho ts 
made of two pieces, usually aider, each a natural fathom long, the pieces 
overlap and arc bound together by a long branching strap of hide called t/iftgi- 
bike, or turkey-claw. 

Nanzoz was the second of the four games played by young Hasts6- 
hogan with the divine gambler or Gambling god named Nohoilpi, or 
u lie Who Wins Men ” (at play). 

Doctor Matthews * says that the game is played with two long 
sticks or poles of peculiar shape and construction, one marked with 
red and the other with blade, and a single hoop. A long, many-tniled 
string, called the *• turkey daw,” is secured to the end of each pole. 
In this contest the Great Snake came to the assistance of young 
Hastsehogan. Nanzoz was played out of doors. 

The track already prepared lay east and west, but, prompted by the Wind God. 
the stranger insisted on having a track mide from Dorth to south, and again, 
at the bidding of Wind, he chose the red stick. The son of Ilastsfhogau 
threw the wheel; ut first It seemed about to fall on the gambler’s pole in the 
"turkey claw” of which It wag entangled, but to the great surprise of the 
gambler It extricated Itself, rolled farther on, and fell on the pole of his 
opponent. The latter ran to pick up the ring, lest Nohoilpi in doing so might 
hurt the snake Inside, but the gambler was so angry that he threw his stick 
away and gave up the game, hoping to do better in the next contest which 
was that of pushing down trees 

Elsewhere c Doctor Matthews describes the penonator of Hatdast- 
sisi as carrying on his back a ring about 12 inches in diameter, 
made of yucca leaves, and, suspended from this bv the roots, a com 
plete plant of the Yucca baccata. The ring is like that used in the 
game of nanzoz and indicates that the god is a great gambler at 
nanzoz. 

■ Navaho Legends, note 78. Boston. 1S9T 

‘ Ibid . p 85 

‘Tie NIgbt Chant, a Navaho Ceremony Memoirs of the American Museum of Nstur*>l 
History, whole series, v 6, p 15. New Tark, 1902 
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Arirari 

Dr Georg* \ Dor~ej, - in Tht Origin of ilio Ankara. de'-cnlies 
thorn n« coming m their joumerings to a great lake where the\ had 
their i illflge for feme time They made game- at this pi kv Shinnr 
is specified 

\t oilier 1 1 lew iliey bail tons JwllM to catch n tins with The Mile tlut 
won liegan to kill the people who wen on the other Mile an 1 who*c Jtnmnce 
they nmld not troderManil 

Doctor Dopcj,* »n the ston of ‘ 1 he Buffalo Wife and the Jin elm 
Game * relates aImj the following 

Young mnn out hunting drenni* of two buffalo bull-* tamin'; Into stick* 
Hliil of lnir*ilo eow turning Into ring In morning lie *e<-s row anil Ike 
with her Find.* ring In gras* nwl wears It on hi* wrist. He miko* sticks 
anil plur* game with young men winning nuiu\ things Does hunting 
nml sees nlil woman who Induces him to eirir her nm-«< river nu Ills talk 
He can not throw lie r iff nml he goes Inane with her fist to hi* bain Med! 
cine-men arc sent for, hut they can do nothing Door l>oj puts nn 1 1 1 rol>o ami 
goe« t > young man's loilge with liow nnd four arrows of different colon. lie 
shoots blJek arrow and splits woman In two lYIlh ml arrow he tikes Im r off 
boy The other nrron i he place* on hoy « tuuk lo remove son? spot. Old woman 
Is then Mimed Nest day crying and voire are heard near where woman 
horned Touug man finds ring has gone White tlpl with woman nml child 
inside aijiesrs where others were Young man goes to see It anil woman with 
new buffoli mix; passes by him having child, loung min makes I untie of 
engle feathers and follows them They Iworoe buffalo Calf communicates 
with father nnd woman finally becomes re« mill'd to him. They come to hill 
on which Pnffilo bull boy’s grandfather 1* waiting for them. Man pot* two 
eagle feathi rs on bU liorns. lie »c.nds tl em on to nest hill .and nt last they come 
to hill with four Buffalo bulls, chiefs of Buffalo camp Man puts feathers on 
their beads They are sent into village nnd Buffalo become, mad because man 
has not feathers enough to go ronnd. Man made to Bit on hill until they dei tde 
what to do with him ne sticks flint knife into ground nnd a^fvs god* to form 
stone aronnd where be sits. Buffalo device various w ays for killing hlui. but do 
not succeed In doing so Tbev decide to sen 1 mnn with Buffalo cow and calf to 
Indian village with presents Buffalo bull turns min into Buffalo Buffal > fol 
low them. Man finds Tillage and tells errand. People bring eagle feathers and 
native tobacco which man takes to Buffalo Buffalo willing to be slaughtered 
and man tells chiefs. Four times people go and kill Buffalo Leader of Buffalo 
gives mu sticks to play with. Sticks and ring different kinds of people. Man 
lives long life Buffalo calf starts Buffalo ceremony among people 

Caddo Oklahoma 

In the storj of the ** Brothers Who Became Lightning and Thun* 
der Doctor Dorsey * tells of two brother 5 the elder of whom made 
two arrows for his young brother, one he painted black and the other 
lie painted blue They then made a «mall wheel out of the bark of the 
elm tree One of the boys would stand about fifty yards away from the 

ons of the Arikarm, p- IS Washington 1004 »IhM- p ISO 

~ ‘ Washington 
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other and they would roll this little wheel to each other and would 
ihoot the wheel with the arrows. They played with the wheel e\ery 
day until finally the younger brother failed to hit the wheel, when the 
wheel kept on rolling and did not stop. They followed its traces and. 
after a series of adventures, recovered the wheel from an old man, 
whom they killed. Later they ascended to the sky and became the 
Lightning and Thunder. 

Pawnee. Nebraska. 

ilaj. Stephen II. Long • wrote ns follows : 

About the village we saw several parties of young men eagerly engaged nt 
games of hazard. One of these, which we noticed particularly, Is played between 
two persons, and something !■» staked on the e\eut of each game The Instru- 
ments u>ed are a small hoop, about C Inches In diameter which Is usually wound 
with thongs of leather, and a pole 5 or f> feet long, on the larger end of which 
n llmti Is left to project about C Inches. The v, hole bears some resemblance to 
n shepherd 3 crook The game Is played upon a smooth beaten path, at one end 
of which the gamester commences, and. running at full speed, lie first rolls 
from him the hoop, then discharges after It the pole, which slides along the 
pith pursuing the hoop until both stop together, at the distance of about 30 
yards from the place whence they were thrown. After throwing them from 
him the gamester continue* bis pace, and the Indian, the hoop, and the pole 
arrive at the end of the path nbout the same time. The effort nppejrs \o be to 
place the end or the pole either In the ring, or as near us possible, and we could 
perceive that those casts were considered be«t when the ring was caught by the 
hook at the end of the pole. What constitutes a point, or how miny points are 
reckoned to the game, we could not ascertain. It 13. liowerer, sufficiently evident 
tint the> nee desperate gamesters, often losing their ocnameuts, articles of 
dress, etc., at play 

John T. Irvinjr, jr,* says: 

One of the principal games of the Pawnees, and the one on which the most 
gambling Is carried on. Is rlayed by means of a small ring and a long Javelin. 
The ring is about -I inches In diameter, and the object of the player is to hurl his 
javelin through the ring, while It is sent rolling o\er the ground, with great 
speed, by one of his companions in the game. The javelin Is filled with barbs 
uearly the w hole length so that when It has once passed partly through the 
ring. It can not slide back This Is done to ascertain how far it went before it 
struck the edges of the ring, and the farther the cast the more it counts In favor 
of the one who hurled It. It Is practiced by the children, young men and 
chiefs The first gamble for single arrows — the second for a bow and quiver — 
and the last for horses. 

Jolm B. Dunbar says : e 

The most usual game with men was stuts au‘-I-ka tus. or simply stuts-nu'-I, 
played with a small hoop or ring, and stick The hoop was about 4 inches In 
diameter, made of several coils of a small strip of rawhide wrapped tightly 
together with a stout strlDg At one point on the exterior of the hoop was a bead 


■ Account of an Expedition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Moan tains, T 1, p 444, 

Philadelphia. 1823 

* Indian Sketches, r S. p 142. Philadelphia. 1833 

* The Pawnee Indians. Mignvlne ot American History, t. 8, p 749, hew Pork, Nov, 
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C.tf. no. tlftlfi. Hoop of -apling. 13 inche- m iliameter. -inular to 
that la^t <le-cril>eO. hut painted m four color- — preen, red. blue, 
and yellow — and having owl and flicker, instead of eagle, feather*. 



Fig. «b. G&iue hoop dauD-"Vr. II Inrhe*- f>*iiw Indian*. OkUh-mw ("at no 5t«*4. Field 
Coloi»\>.*n Jln-wm- 

FlG nr: Hoopaodpoleii.diam«terof boop.S-.niche* lemrthof l'»W l i‘*lD<li.-i. P««n.v Indiana, 
Oklahoma, rat no X«so. FUM Colombian Ma.vnm 

Cat. no. 50300. Hoop (figure «07) of -apling. 23 inches in diameter, 
with a buck«kin thong bi-ectmg it and a <-UeU bead «trung in the 
center. Twenty-four single feathers and bunches of feathers 



PiO OH GaUMbaop d»n»t<T, 0| IwImsi. P«rarn~.Jn’l!«n^ Oklahoma mi jv». W rltU 
Columbian Mus*uro 

11 re tied wltli thong* around the circumference. Aemiitp'inird 
b\ two piles. 50 inches in length, made in two pieces, joined « ith 
thongs and tapering from butt to tip. 
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I* imtitl Okltlionn (I ichl Columbian Museum ) 

C»t no >9400 Hoop of ‘•-ipling (figmo C0*J) , 7$ inches in diameter, 
with inner concentric nng, 3{ inches in diameter, attached with 
iord network, ill painted gieen and lmutg an eagle down 
featlni tied with a thong to tho middle 



Cat lvo 59398 Hoop (figure C04) of sapling, 5} inches m diameter, 
netted with fine cord painted i el low m the center and greui 
outside 

Cat no 59392 Hoop (figiiri < Oo) of sapling 10 inches in dtametei, 
netted with twine 

Cat no Wm Hoop (figure COS) of «aphng 13 inches in diameter, 
Inserted hi a thong half the ring on one side of the hoop punted 
red and the other half black An eagle tail is tied at leach end 
of tlie biM.cting thong and a piece of otter fur midwaj between 
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Cat. no. 71046. Hoop of sapling. 1.** incites m diameter. '•lmilai to 
that la=t deccriM, Imt painted in four colors — green, red. bine, 
and yellow — and haring owl and flicker, instead of eagle, feather-. 



Fio. ««. flame hoop. diameter, II iiwhee. Pan-nee Indians OKlalmm" cal no VWI FI*M 
Columbian II us; am. 

Pm Ot Hoop anil {vile*. diameter of bone,S» Incbe- length of i»d«r« Hi Iwlns. Pawnee Indian*. 
Oklahoma; tut do. J3C«t, FU Id Colombian Muwnm 

Cat. no. .V.K11H). Hoo]> (figure 607) of -.lpling. 2 ‘> inches in diameter, 
with a buckskin thong bisecting it and a shell bead strung in the 
center. Twenty-four single feather* and bunches of feathers 



FI*. He. Fig »o 

Pm O*. Oim« boup, ibuifhr. 11 Iwlm Iknw Indians ■ iklah-ma »i n j iMto. Fi-1 1 
Col am luan Mu-rota 

no BK Dim. hour diameter. *| lo.b*~: Pawn— . Indians ■ O.UW.a. cat n >. .'«*«. FI. H 
Colombian llwon 


art* tietl with thongs around the rirrtitufeiviin*. Accompanied 
lij two jades, , r »0 inches in length, made in two piece*., joined with 
(hongs and tajtering from butt to tip. 
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as making a ring of ash stick, winch he wound with a string nyide of 
boiled buffalo hide, so that Jt looked like a spider's web The grand- 
mother lolled the rmg and the bo\ shot it with a i row * and killed 
buffalo. 



Fjn 1112. Ring ADdpole, diameter of ring 5 inches, length of pole, IT in< his. Pawnee Indium, 
Ok la! oma, ent pn 714*1, Field Colnmblnn Mueenm 

Commenting on the above. Doctor l)«w*y “ -.n 

One of a number of ways for tlie itingh- production of -i buffalo common to the 
1*1 ibis trllicfl, tlif\ blgnlAcince of till* fortu routing In tin* latt ilmt flic- ring np 
riteutwl tlie spider-web. thus referring to tin* belief tint tin* Spider- Worn in ton 
ti oiled tlie buffalo and produced tlicni from her neh 
The ring and J.-nctln Rime, msurding to the hkldl was origin tl)> played for 
the direct purpose of catling the buffalo, nnd 1 h i\c n long m count of it-* origin 
Accenting to tills account tlie too sticks rcjue-ciil toting luitf.ilo hulls, uhiih 
turned Into the gamins stubs, letting fin-t full iu«trneth»M ns to Imu tlu-.r 
were to he* treated, bow* tlie game tins to lie plows] how the songs \w re to 
Vie sung, nnd lniw the) were to l>c nnolmed with the buffalo tnt The ring, 
according to the nfnt-j was orlgln.illr a bufTnlo tow", niirt those ip the tills* 
to-dtj are nalit to tie made from the shin or the vulva of the ImfTnlo Tor 
the two foims of tills no-called buffalo Rime see flgtues [inn ami Ml In Mils 
pipwl. 

Ill the story “The Cojote Rescues a Mnuleii the tojoie i' de 
scribed as «ocmp buffalo playing with 'ticks and a miijj 
A lot (if buffalo would lino np oil tin* nuitli side of tlie pi it lug ground I'miiti* 
nut down at the north cml of the plating ground two buffalo would r^se up 
mid tube tlie dicks. one of them taking the ring ami us that inn to the north 
end, the nnc with the ring would throw it and bah of them would throw tlielr 
Micks nt the ring to ms* ir ttw*> isrnM rotili It At the north ilul th»*> pbkrsl 
up the clicks nml the ring and the one with ilk- ring would throw It ngilti 
tow nisi the south end of the playing gtouud unit the two Imffnlo would throw 
the sticks at the ring to try to *alih It Tl»- two wotibl sit down ami Iwo 
other tuiffiihi would rise nnd tike up tin stUk* atwl tints mid tlie\ too would 
run down to the north end of tl»- ground mid throw the ring and stliks Tin) 
would, shout ut Coyote to get aw aj ns tliet might lilt hUu with the sticks. 
Cd>nte would rHe and limp around nml then would sit down , lose to the cm] 
of the (dating ground • 

>\>w, the ring with winch they were pl.tyinjr was a <firl who had 
lieett carried off by the buffalo and transformed lit them. During the 
course of the game tlie ririj: rolled townnl the Cojote and In* took it 
in his mouth and ran nwnj with it, and liit.tlh In tin aid of the bad- 
ger, the fox, the crow, the hawk, and the blackbird the rtnp was car- 
ried back and transformed into a pirl again in her brothers’ lodge. 
•Trmlltlnn* of llir ekl.ll |k a« \»«r tMk. I**»l *l!l't, p J3T 
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they placed they 11=0(1 two long sticks ami a wheel. First they threw 
the wheel a Jong way, then they ran to it and pitched the sticks into 
the ring. The boy lost from the start and finally staked his life, being 
told hid body was equal to three bets. He lost two of these when it 
became dark, and the gambler was persuaded bv the boy to leaie the 
third part until the next day From this the man called the boy 
Half-a-Boy. The boy went to =leep on the ground and was awakened 
by two women, who repealed themselves as buffalo cows Ho ran 
with them and they traveled pait of the night, until they .saw a light, 
which they =aitl was their grandfather and grandmother taking a 
smoke. When they came up the young women asked the old people 
to make haste and gne the boy powers so that he could get out of his 
trouble. 

Deinde puero prieceptum est ut ad tergum tann iret, et, cum eius 
membrum =emcl prehendis=et, palum ntrum ” posceret : membro 
iterum prehen=o, u palum nibrum" posceret. Him igitur fecit. 
Deinde ei pneceptum est ut ad boiem profectus eius volvnm pre- 
henderet, annllimqite posceret. Hoc facto, puer lain palos duos nnnl- 
timque hnbebat. 

Tlie black stick remaining m the ring represented the old man and 
the old woman. He was lequested to let the black stick remain m the 
ring where it belonged and to give the red stick to ins opponent In 
the game that followed, in which the boy’s sticks and ring were 
employed, the black stick whic’ the boy used ne\ er failed to find the 
wheel, and the boy won back everything in the village and finally 
the life of the gambler himndf Tins man was a shadow, and his 
name was Shadow-of-the-Sun. When the boy won the third and 
last part of him. he jumped out of the way as lie pitched the lapt 
stick, and when the stick entered the wheel there nro-c two great lug 
•buffalo, who set after Shadow-of-the-Sun and hooked him until 
they tore him to pieces. Half -a Boy burned the gambler’s body and 
ordered all the bones of his victims to be placed in the fire Then 
they all came to life in the same manner related m other stones. 

CUIMMESTVN STOCK 
^iisxA. iias®. -rivet, Btitwh Columbia 

Dr Franz Boas 0 describes the following games - 

Rmfnts A hoop Is placed upright The players throw at It with sticks or 
bloat lances, nnd um«t hit inside the hoop 

MatM-V, A hoop woond with cedar hark and Bet with frincew is hurled by 
one man. The players Bland in a tow. about 5 feet apart, each carrying a 
jlancc or stick. When the ring Is hying past the row. thev try to hit it. 

« FUth Report on the Indiana of Rrttlah Columbia. Report of the Sixty fifth Meeting 
of the British Assocfstlon tor the -IdTnneement of Science, p 513. London. 183" 
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Chinook \\ stock 

Wasco Washington (Cat no 37501, Tre< Museum of Science md 
Vit, TTmvcrsitj of Penn-sjBinii ) 

King (sicksech) mid* of strips of inner tank (figure '.15), with nn 
intern il CTOS',, 4^ inches in diameter 
Collected In Dr Geoigc A Dorser who 
gnes the following account of the ginie 
SIk t Jt with arrows and platel hr youths on Hit 
appearance of the first run of Minion When 
struck nn the cross the flav Is tilled tin mag elo 
to lilt on the ttia han the cross when struck on 
the jiripbety Jj ma ilhth hits one The j, ime l> 
ptircd for ireows 

UHIMASHVN STOCK 

S\nt\ B\rd\rv California 
Di Walter,! IIofFman 0 sijs flint the In 
duns of Santa Barbara played a game with 
a lnrrel shaped stone ring 3 inches in diame 
tei and 4 in length at which the platers shot a nows the object being 
to peneti ite the hole while the ring was m motion The plajer® 
stood on either side of the course 

COS1ANOSN STOCK 

Rumsln Monterey California 
,T r G de la Perouse 6 sijs 

Ibey base two guut* to which they dedicate their whole leisure The first 
to which tbev tiro tl t name tf takerula consists in throwing and rolling a 
small hoop of 3 inches In tli imeter in a space of 10 square toises cleared of 
grass and «ui rounded with fascines. Eacli of the two plarers holds a stick 
< f the Mze of a common i me and 5 feet long they endeaaor to piss this stick 
Into the hon] whilst It Is In uioti n if they succeed In this thee gain 2 joints 
and If the hoop when it stops simply rests upon their stick thei gain I by It 
the game Is ° j« ints This game is a rioleut exercise because the hoop or 
bti It is ilmns In Ktion 



Ftu 815 Game ring diame 
ter tj inches WastO Indl 
aus Washington rat no 
T3U1 Free Museum of feci 
eu e and Art Uniters ty of 
P nnsrlvanla 


E8KI3I ir \N STOfK 

rsKijto (Central) Cumberland sound Baffin land Franklin 
Dr Franz Boas«i\s e 

\ fasorlte game Is Hie nughitang (figure 0161 \ small rboinloldal plate of 

Ivory with a hole In tie center is hung from Hie not and steadied by a heart 
stone or n piece if I\ try h mglng from Its lower cud. The 1 sklmo stan 1 

♦Rnlletln of the Ex*« InatUole r 17 p 31 noie 12 Salem 1885 
► A t ojage around Hie World In Ihe years 178 178C 1*87 and 1788 i 2 p. Jn 

K,n<l, in 1*39. Ia p#ro iw* refers to t»o tribes of Monterey Ibe trbsatlans (Ramson 
and I celemncba (Eiwelen) the latter belonging to the Esaelrnlan family 

The ( emral Ektlmo Sixth annual Report of Uie Zlnreaa of Ethnology p SOS 1689 




Fig 610- Game of noglntang" Central Eskimo, Cumberland sound Baffin land Fraulthn »t 
no IV A it^l Berlin llmeoai fflr VGlkerkunde from Boas. 

Centhai, Eskimo (AmuiumT and Kimpeh. > B’e-t coast of 
Hnd'OU bay. Keen atm 

Dr Franz Boas 0 thus de*=crilies the pame of nugluktui] 

A piece of miry n 1th a bole in the center is ->u-i«>niteij from the top of the 
snow bouse To Its lower end n tine with a hentj weight !» attached, which 
serves to bold the piece of Ivory steady The men gather around I hi- Imple- 
ment, each holding a small stick with n sharp point A knife 1* laid down, 
which forms the stake of the game , and at the word " a't? " all the men tty to 
hit the hole In the tooth with tbeir little sticks. Whoever succeed* in hitting 
the bole wins the knife. Then he places- another stake near by. and the play I- 

• Fsklmo of Baffin Lund aud Ilnd-on Bay Bnlletln of American Museum of Vafural 
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resumed. while he himself w l>a rrc! (n m faking part In the game Vticonc 
has the right to take bold of the irory wltli hit nuked hand at the risk of haring 
it ga«be<l with the dart* if the spears. If to n person* hit the hole at the «ame 
rime Jt doe* not count 

Eskimo (TTestepn) St Michael Ala hu (Cat no 33 r *70 United 
State-, National Mu_-euni ) 

Oral Jioop (figure fl7) of bent twig, 3 inches in diameter, the upper 
and lower edges wrapped with thongs securing cotton cord net 
wort which covers the interior of the ring with thong loop for 
suspension Two arrows 22 incite-, in length, with mnple wood 
shafts and barbed bone point-, secured with smew The arrows 
ire fastened together br a long, twisted sinew cord 



Fw «l NnW tK"P uuldarUC 'Usnu-torol hoop 8 loch** t*o*nhaC d»rts i: lnr.lm- VhI 
era E'lta St Michael, rtt no 5101. railed Stst« '■stvaisl Mnseiun 

The«e were collected bi 3Ir E W A ebon * who describes the game 
under the mine of ntigohliganuk 
This I* played in the fca*blm ly men only \ smalt oral uooden frame about 
•1 inches Ions ly »u Inch and a half wide (taring llic Interhr finely netted with 
*>nt I* hung from tlte roof mil held In place I y a cord «t each end. It Is placed 
ihoot 4 feet from the fi mr In front of tlie summer entrance or under the smoke- 
hole In the roof Ha h t later has a long slender dart. nl>out 3 feet In length 
an 1 a ijuarter of an inch In diameter with a I arbed point of hone or deer born. 
To the tint coil i f tlie dart l* fastened a small is nl. so that the t laser can 
Irw It hock after thn wing \\ ben ibe js>int of (lie d irt omen tin wooden 
ring It i« I eld fust I v the I irl<* , n the point and ttiln scores one for the Kicee**- 
ful plajer L Oder this target e-ieh j layer places some object as a prize Tlicn all 
go to one *1 h of the rwmi and throw three dart* In wwlin at the target. 
Whenever a i layer pierce* the target so that he must remove his dirt with his 
liands he Is entitled t* tnti nnvthln; be irl«lie, from lie ill, if prize* In 
rill* w«v the gams continues until nil t ho articles art disposed of 

STUCK 


C w cits %w tra Q iu I is. 

7 Long * -a vs 

The toys are very expert -t trundling n hoop, parthajlarly I he Cabnnaga 
Indians whom I have froiuentlv seen excel at this -lnin-nient- The game Is 
pin red by any number of boys who may ncehWtalJv ns>» ml 1 together some 
Irivlng the hoop while others with bow* and am.*-* *le» i a! It tt tbt« exerclw 

The Dtlw BboBI IVvlOff «MII H*hfr*Blh In tool I rfntt of Ibe Puma o' 
\o*tlrma Cthnalocr p —'■* IS.CI 
i \oysrs* and Toreli of on IimIUb Ifitifjsrtir sad Trirtir I *1 


lOOdtfB J*91 
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they are surprisingly expert ami « 111 stop tbe progress of tin? Loop w hen going 
with great Telocity, by driving the pointed arrow into'its edge this thev will 
slo at a considerable distance, and on borsetmek as welt as on font 

Cherokee. Tennessee, 

Lieut. Henry Timberlake (1762)° describes the game under the 
name of liettecawaw : 

. . each |>la\ei bating a lxile aliout 10 feet long, with several marks or 
divisions, one of them bowls' the round stone with one flat side and the other 
convex, on which the players all dart their poles after It, and the nearest counts 
according to the vicinity of the bon 1 to tbe marks on bis pole 

North Carolina. 

Mr James Mooney * descrilies the wheel-and-stiek game played with 
a «toue wheel, or circular disk, under the name of gatavusti. 

John Ax, tbe oldest man now living among the East Cherokee, fs the only one 
reinnlDlug In tbe tribe who ha* ever played the game, having been Instructed in 
It when a small boy by an old man who desired to keep op tbe memory of the 
■ancient things Tlie sticks used have long since disappeared, but the stones 
reuinlu. being frequently picked u|) in the plowed fields, especially In the neigh- 
borhood of the mounds 

This wa& the game play ml by the great mythic gambler l T nt«aiyi, 

Brass.' 

It was he wlio Smented the gatavftsti game that we pl.ij with ,i stone wheel 
and n stick 

He lived at Uiitiguhi on the smith side of the Tennessee rner. and 
made his lit ing by gambling 

The large flat rock with the lines and groote* where tlier used to mil the 
wheel Is still there, with the-wlieets thenisel\es md the stick turned to stone® 

Mr Moonev relates tbe story of a boy. the son of Thmnlci. who 
played the wheel-nnd-stick game with Cntsaiyi, and vanquished linn 
by the aid of his father's magic The gambler at last staked his 
life, and was pursued to the edge of the great water, where lie was 
caught by the boy anti hb> In others, whom he got to help him. 

They tied tils binds and feet w 1th a grapevine and drove n long stake through 
his breast and planted it far out In the deep water They set two ctows on 
the end of the pole to guard It and called tbe place Kagflil'j I, Crow place Hut 
Eras* netcr died, and can not die until the end of the world but lies there 
■ntwajs with his fare np Sometimes he straggles under water to get free mid 
sometimes tbe beat ers. w ho are his friend*, come und gnaw at the graj>erlne to 
release him. Then the pole shakes aiul the trows »i the top cr> Kn : Kn 1 Kt»! 

• Memoirs, p *7, London. 17K. 

•Myth* of tb* I'hrrokre. Mn»lrr»tU Annual Report «l Itie Rurrau of American 
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v. Xc» York. 

bnii II. Morgan" dt-crrt* « tlte gnim* n» follow-* 

The game of Jttdlas, g3 na' g3-o, wns very simple d. j* mllii? upon the dor- 
terlti with width the Javelin wn* thrown nt n ring ns It rolled nj.in the tr. nnd 
They frisitiently Ui ide It tt considerable rime by enlisting skillful 1 layers to 
prepare fur the content ami by fatting upon n>e ri»<ul I The |k«i>|<* divided |,j 
trllt-M. the four brother* plating against tlielr four cousin tribe* a* In the list 
<"»•** Ibnlll unless tlx. prow was plan-d on n (billing? Istuen nelght* rltnf 
communities. 

The Jnelln w an J> or t» fret In l« 114th br three-fourths of an In. h in dlim. tt r 
«tu! on 8 usually made of Idthory or ntajle It was AnMml with care 
»h irjietieil nt one tnd nml rttlpnl an ‘•Imwn in th< figure |t>l$J The ring was 
nlunt *> In' lies In <11 irneter. made el flier Into « l*».p or * Iht liken wheel I v win l 
Ins with Kjriint* ^ometlmea the Jitelln »m thrown horlrontillr. tv pining 
the forefinger against It* fool and Mujj<ortlng It with the thumb and «*v.md 
Mnar, in other canes tt was held In the « liter nml thrown with the hind 
raised nt>o»e the Mionlder 

On either »lde from fifteen to thirty plater* were nrrmgist e-i. h tinting from 
three to tlx Jnullue the number of t>oth <h pending upon tin* Intercut In the 
gnuie nnd the time they wl-bed to d. rote to the cont.xt The Jivclln* tin m 
noire* were the forfeit nnd the game ni< pained hr tin pirti wlihh won them. 

\inong the prt llmlmrles to Is* milled to the manager* was the Hie ou 
which the ring was to be rolled tlx* distance of ttn two hinds of plivtr* from 
oath otlicr and the spice bet w tin each and the line Itself Wien tbe-s |*>1uts 



Fig III* H *>i» nnd po!. dUnj.iir .f bnop 6 inches length of p.1. tj fret s-ni-s In linns, 
Vrst \ork from Morgan 

were idjn«ted and the parties stitioned llie ring was rolled I v one party on 
the Hue In front of the other As it pn-sed the jitellne wore thrown If the 
ring wa« struck In one of them the player* of the udvtr-e pirty were required 
* ub in turn to stand in the place of the |*r«oii who struck If and throw their 
yivellns in a-uccesalou at the ring wbhll ttis set up ns n tirget ou the spot 
w’nere 'it w is iAt "lines* ol Yne 'jurt'ins wli'irti Vrt tlie vrrgit -nlien 11 m-. II/towd 
were «tiel If nnv mlswtL they were piwd to the other p.nrtv nml hr them 
were again thrown at the ring from the s-inie judut Thou* width hit were 
won finallv nml laid out of the pliv while the residue were restored to their 
originil owners Vfier this fir«t contest was decided the rtii„ was rolled hit 
and the other partt In turn threw their jnelin* If It was. struck the party 
which rolled It was required. In the same mannir to hazard tlieir JaielSn* ly 
throwing them at the target Such as missed were delivered to the other party, 
and those which hit the target when thrown bv them were won also and laid 

•League of the Iroquois p COS Koch ester ISjI So* also Report to the Regents of 
the University upon the Articles furnished to the Indian Collection hr Leals II Morgan 

Third Ann nil Report of the Regents of the University on the Condition of the State 

Cabinet of '.aturs! History and the Historical nnd Antiquarian Collection* annexed 

(hereto p T3 Albany, 1850 
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KJnUkN STOCK 


Kiris Laguna, \tw Mexico (Cit no 007 Urooklin Institute 
MiRom ) 

Hing (figun r21) nnoiul with buckskin >s wed on mmi -ide with 
thong and painted white b inches in diimctit inti two punted 



Flu «M (lams ring- diameter i< In h» K«*r»- India in, Laipuui \ »M aim, nt i Mi- 
nns Vljsi In^tltutu Sfnnn m 

Fig ftiS. Pt.lt-* tor i n* pimt Vngtl IS k*» k »-* In lions 1 At n» NpwMpyms at -i K 
W" Brooklyn Institute Miucum 


poles (figure 022), 7 r > inches m length with tip- mil hints 
white, middle part red The tips ire pointed ind each h is four 
buckskin thongs, painttil rid ittuhed mum 1 > niches from its 
end Collected l>\ the writ* r in VKU 
Air Tolin AI Gunn, of Lignin stited that tlie game is called 
nml iirt h The ring is rolled and the game is 
to throw the j>oles insult of it Tin thong- on 
tin poles arc iisul in counting and when tin 
pole fills with the ling In tween the two «ets of 
strands the gamt is won 

MOW AX STIM u 

Kiow \ Kiowa re-erintion Oklahoma (Cat 
no 1 > of H17 I nited ''lutes National Mu 
scam I 

Irregular ring (figmc 023) of blickslan 3 inches 
in dnmeter «ot with four double rows of 
1 leads at equal distance** on its outer edge two opposite ones 
white and two opposite ones dock. blue 
Collected In Mr lames Aloonei who fumi bed the following tate 

11 arriors < r hunters purchase the prh Uege t throwing i dart nt the ring in 1 
derl* e auguries f roi i success or failure in «i n ling tl elr darts thr ugh the t in le 



hlLVAU’lN STOCK 

Pojio ‘seven miles south of Ukiah Mendocino count! , Cahfonut 
(Cat no 70'13't 70040 I leld Columbian AIu«e»m ) 
ooden hoop (figure <*24 ) 20 inches in diameter, w ith grape I Hiding 
at joint and forked-end lance s feet long Codec teal hi Dr 
J W Hud-on 



480 


GA3IR- OF THF \OPTH AMERICA* INMAN" 


Kmvatii Oregon (Cat no ‘I747 < > Tit- Mu-emn of Science ind 
Art, Lnirer it\ of Pennsthmn ) 

King ( figure 627) of bast, 7 inche- m diameter 
Collected in I'MX) bv Dr George V Dorset wlm de-crilw* it ns a 
ring for wo-hahnnh thi kind used In ben - 



Fg iar Ft*. «- 


Fio SV ( MDt-rlnr duunct-T II Inch--. KUma h In Han*. wn cut. i ri cs. Fi, t| C Inm. 
hlan Mownm. 

Flo «r" 0»nw ring ibor • dl»in*t*T Klam»th ItulUn*. Orrfo »t nJT> >rv* 

llufnm f Science »mt Art TTo rcr-Ur of pemurlracjt 

I j>p<r Klamath lake, Oregon (I it Id Columbian Mu-euiru) 

tat no H< H Two ring", diameter- « and 4 incbt- made of flexible 
ba t a mall b< « 2 feet in length and three -mall reed arrows, 
with long harp wooden points of -ace (figure « 23) 
toilet ted in 1000 b\ Dr George \ Dorset who de-cribe- the 
g inn tinder the name of «l«i k hnk-.* 



Flu «*. F ns*. >" w *n-l arm** f r raj E»m-' ■ll*mM*r f rtLg,. 3 an 1 1 ln. 1 * U-t^rt! f 
• f-vt Klnm«tb lndl»nv c«t luitll IWIO lam) at a Ifcccnm 

It 1 - H ualU plated in a wirkiup In tilher m n «r boys, mo t 
tonmionlv in winter in the folhwtng manner Unc of two bov- -it 
ting from 8 to 10 feet apart re 11- t ring toward tin trthir who shoot*- 
at it with an arrow <nte hi li) In oa-«* he hits tin ring the one who 
rotled it endeator- It diontu g t«> «li lod„ the arrow therefrom 
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Should he succeed, there is no count; otherwise the one who first 
shot gains an arrow, the object of the game being to win arrows. 

Cat. no. 61717.. Bing, one-half of an inch in diameter, and a small 
awl-like object, consisting of a bone 
point mounted in a sharp wooden 
handle, X4 inches in length (figure 
G29). 

This was collected in WOO by Dr 
George A. Dorsey, who describes the 
game under the same name as the preced- 
ing — shu'kshubs — which is applied al c o 
to the ring. He describes this game as 
played by persons of both sexes and by 



all ages, generally in the wickiup. The players sit facing each other, 
and as one rolls the ring in front of him his opponent endeavors to 
pierce one or both sides of the ring with the point of his awl. To 
pierce one side counts 1 ; both sides, 2. 

Cat. no. 61G74. Tide fiber ring (fig- 
ure G30), 11 inches in diameter. 

Collected in 1900 by Dr George A. 

Dorsjy, who describes the game as 
follows : 

This is nn interesting variation of the 
ring game. for which I could get no native 
name to distinguish It from the ones Just 
described. . The ring measures 11 

Inches in diameter and is nn Inch thick 
Across one side of It Is fastened a cross- 
bar, meie-urlng 17 inches In tengjli project- 
ing 3 1 Hein's beyond the ring on will side 
Itoth rip" and crossbar are made of the in 
twe fiber ot the tule rash, closely wtavpml 
with tule hark, the Inner surface being 
placed outside, giving the ring a whitish 
color. In playing the gnrue two rings of 
op] nl st*e are used: these are placed loan 

upright jHwltlon, one end. of the crossbar resting on a sharp woolen pin firmly 
fixed In the ground. Tlie Interval tietween tlie two goals varies according to 
agreement between the players There ore always two opposing sides, each 
consisting of one or more Individuals. The ring Is shot at with arrows from a 
Urn, the object being to pierce both sides of the got I. which is always phrrd 
at right angles Two sj>eclniens . . of this game were collected, the only 

21 trn-fti u 31 
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King (figure C32), wrapped with bast cord, 24 inclics in diamctei, 
described by the collector, I)r «T. W. Hudson, as used as a moving 
target ior arrows under the name of takumship,® “ wheel roll.” 



Fid O-K. Ring and arrow, diameter of Hop, In, bra Pjtknch! Indiana Fresno connty, Cali- 
fornia. iat «o TTMrJ Fh. 1,1 CVilmnbinn’SIiwam 

Tour piny. One man rolls the ring by two opponents, one of whom shoots 
at it with .1 blunt arrow with a bow, tit lip If he knocks It orer, It conuts I 
point; If he trnn'-tlies It. 10 Each part of tlie arrows u«cd In this game. which 
are 30 Incites long, lias n name quite different from those of war, snnll game, 
or flight arrows. The foreshnft Is lltenillv “come to us ” The shaft Is literally 
“tied together ” or “links" The feathers are literally “appointed season. ' 

I could pet no light on the reason for so naming them. 

, t Table mountain. Fresno county, California. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following game under the name 
of Milan : 

Two or more men stand liefore a brush wall or strip of matting etc., some 
30 feet toll, each aimed with n 7 foot iqie.it of 1‘run u* ilcmisia wood Each 
siiear Is highly decorated with eoxert feathers from the gray head eagle and 
painted The umpire casts oxer his spear which sticks In the ground. A 
plajer casts after it. trying to nuke his sjicar feathers strike those of the 
umpire. All follow lu order. aDd the successful caster is assured luck in war 
or hunting A wide cast implies catastrophe or death to the < ister. who at 
once makes a new spear and tries " htiougcr " medicine feathers This is a 
ceremonial game of much significance to warriors 
Yacdvscih. (Sec pnge 501.) 

Vokits. Tule liner re-erxation, Tulare county. California '(Cat. 

no. 70402, 70403, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Hoop of fiber, wrapped with buckskin, inches m diameter; and 
maple-wood lance (figure 033), about 8 feet long, sharpened at 
the point and marked with red stripes at the end. Collect ed 
by Dr J. 4Y. Hudson, who thus describes the game under the 
name of hotush: 



FKi tSSI. Bing and polo, diameter of rlng.41 Inches, length of pole, 8 feet, Yotuta Indians. Tula 
Rwer rwersstton, Tulare county, California cat no TWffi 70103 Field Columbian. Museum 

Played by four players, two ou a side One plajer costs the hoop, to-ko-in ho 
tush, aud his partner ca«ts his lance «o that the hoop will fall on it If he Is 
successful and the hoop rests entirely on the Innce, not touching the ground, 
he wins the game If the hoop rests half on the ground, it counts 1. The game 
Is also won at a throw" bj impaling the ring Twelve counters are used The 

•The etymology of this name Is prohxbly not pore Mnrlposan. port of which seems 
derived from a northern stock. (7 W II ) 

• Tribe extinct 
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Iniirt linnL In Ihrmin limli rliil) l with lx>tli htiuls I li«> ring \» taw* ml either 
with bukskln »r hark 

I tort a** Hudson dc'-cnl**** nl fi ci n rmp ami «to» gain** unfit r the 
name of lokoiunwa** 

1 IiIh kfliiic In j i.iycl with n Imop «r ring li*k«-in. *1 inrlx-» n»rr tr tow In 
diameter ami wrapped with Iwk'Uu One |>Hy*r rolls tin ring to another 
i pjioslto him while two oiler* on «| |**lto shtot nt rich! nn.-lm (a Hie mum* 
*h ml at It with arrow*. Tlie one wl*» trnn« !'.*<-* tlx* ring or strike* It ofltnrst 
In tin roll* win*. 

Vomtk Title Hirer rrsi mtion, Tulare count}, California (Cat 
tio 70101, Field Columbian Museum ) 

"Wooden lamv. b feet 1 inches long. and a mu ill round wooden block 
or peg (figure C3-1) 



Fl« tu Impli-monUforUneeund pnr 1-ngthof Inner W Inebrr 1 oknts Imllans, Tulare 

rountj' California r*< no Phis Field CidnraMan ilnwom 

Collected hi I)r.T W Hud-on, who thus refers to them as uhhI in 
n I nice throwing game, aikiwitch 

hath | Injer ou*t* two Inner** nt n t«t: lying loose oil the ground V) f«t nwny 
SI* or I.** piny Tlie lance I* call «l yah to Vi ami the jx-g ktts mn m witch IL 
The list man I* thumjMsI on the heart with the hare knuckles ami the one mik 
Inc the highest score may strike n* often as lie desires 


SlOQL’U BUMS STOCK 

CitowciniJ \ Chow chilly rner, Mndcta count}. California 

Dr J \\ Hudson dc«crtlies the following pamc under the name of 
jvichitii 

\ rlnc of Vw te]ii:ix Jl Inches In illitmter rolled he-wl tu I* rolled. the caster 
rns tiu. and casting nfter the ring a lo-foot lone* called bunn ta A Mein” 
count* 3. n balance” 5 and a twnsBi li 


lot in tot mm Big <rcek. 2 miles north of Groveland, Tuolumne 
count}, California (Cat no 70*2 M Field Columbian Mil 
seuni ) 

Dirts and lioop for a game 

Collected In Dr .T W Hudson, and descrilied is follows by the col 
lector under the name of tewckmunsii 


The Implements consist of a pliln line* 1 mm In tl> feet In length nnrked on 
e butt end w 1th projirletarj mark* la paint and n hoop of oak 30 Inches In 
diameter Imun 1 with I uckskin te-wek 
mim-oii The game Is pliTert b\ four 
players wh * face e i< h otlier on oplsj'-ite 
aides of n eiuare *K> feet across The 
••aster* [figure OKI each of whom have 
four linces, stand ojposite to each 
other while two assistants one for etch 
side roll the hoop across As the wheel 
rolls both casters throw at it each try 
successful his opponent comes across to his place 


TiO (03 plan of Bold for hnop-and lance 
game- Toplnagngrin Ind-ans, Tuolnnuio 
county California from e Vetch by Dr 
J W Hudson 


Jng'to trausfli it If 
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Mill, standing In the successful carter s t racks, trips to transfix the fallen hoop 
After hltn. t!«* first player trips at Ibe Paine mark and from tho same position. 
They east nlfpni tfply until all have throw n their four lanrps The greater 
timnher of transfixing «|s>nrs decide* There are 3(1 counting sticks, 1j to a 
side Th^ buckskin j s j„ keep the lioop from bounding 

Was ima. Madera county. California. 

Hr «T, \V. Uvul-on ifo-cnbci the following game under the name 
of licnitii imiuhe: 

A hoop, lte-wi’ 1 1. til lathes In diameter, of I'remontll eallfornlo.i hark bound 
with buckskin. Is rolled towanl an <>p|*incnt, w Im shoots at It with arrow*. In 
|>a»«lt!£ A “ strike" counts SI ai»l a “ transfix " 10, or coup 


Sit sKIIllfJE-VN STOCK 

II kYOCOTiuv and Mcgxtlasu Louisiana. 

The officer who kept the joiirii.il of the frigate" when Iberville 
arrived at thclnoilth of the Mississippi. 1C98-1G9J), says: 

They pass the greater part of their time In play Eng In this place with great 
sticks, which they throw after n little stone which Is nearly round, like a bullet 

Choctaw. Mi^ippi, 

James Adair b says: 

The warriors hive another favorite game called cbnngkc, which, with pro- 
priety of lanzuige. may l>e called “running hard labor ” They have neir 
their atatehousc a square piece of ground well cleaned, and fine sand is care- 
fully strewed over it, when requisite, to promote a swifter motion to what they 
throw along the surface Only one or two on n side play at this ancient gimp 
They hive a stone nhout " Augers broad At the edge and - spans round Eorii 
party his a pole of about S feet long, smooth, and tapering nt each end, the 
points flat. They sot off abreast of each other nt C yards from the end of the 
playground, then one of them hurls the stone on Its edge in ns direct a line ns 
he can, a considerable distance toward the middle of the other end of the square 
\\ ben they h v\e ran n few yards, each darts his pole anointed with bear’s oil 
with a proper force, as near as he cau guess In proportion to the motion of the 
stone, tint the eml may He close to tlie stone — when this Is the ci«e, the person 
counts 2 of the game, and, in proportion to the nearness of the poles to the mark, 

1 Is counted, unless by measuring both are found to 1)0 at an equal distance from 
the stone In this manner the players will keep running most part of tbe day, 
nt half sjieed under the violent heat of the sun, s faking their silver ornaments, 
their nose, finger, and ear rings: their breaBt, arm, and wrist plates, and even 
all their wearing apparel except that which barely covers their middle. All 
the American Indians are much addicted to this game, which to us appears to 
be a task of stupid drudgery It seems however to be of early origin, when 
tbeir fore-fathers used diversions as simple as their manners The hurling 
stones they use nt present were time Immemorial inbbed smooth on the rocks, 
owd with prodigious labor they are kept with the strictest religious e.ire 
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The ariM N exact Ij l«ri, and sunk 2. wunetlniw feet U*low the bunks or 
terraces sitmnimling them, which art* occasion illy two In number, one behind 
mid almve tile oilier, ntul coiujiof-cil of tin* earth taken from the areu at the time 
of It* formation. Tlitt-e bank* or terrace* serve the pun>n*e of peats for the 
spectators. • In the center of this j uni or area there Is a low circular mound 
or eminence. In the middle of which stands erect the chunk pole, which Is a 
high oliellsk or fours*) "tre pillar declining upwards to an obtu«o point. This 
Is of wood, the heart or inward resinous part of a sound pine tree, and Is very 
durahlc; It Is general !j from SO to 40 feet In height, and to the top Is fastened 
sonic otiject which aertes a* a mark to shoot at. with arrows or the ritle, at 
i-ortnln appointed times Near each corner of one end of tlie yard at tn<ls elect 
ii to** |«ile or pillar, about 12 feet high, calhsl a " slave post.” for the reason that 
to them are found the captlres condemned to Is* burnt. These imsts are usually 
decorated with the scalps of sliln ciicinies. su'iieuded l>y strings from tbe top 
They* are often crowned with the white dry skull of mi rnemj. 

It thus appeirs tint this area Is designed for a public place of exhibition, for 
shows, games, etc Torinerly, there Is little doubt, most barbarous and trag 
lent mi* nos were enacted within them, Midi us the torturing and burning of cap 
tires, who were here forced to run the gauntlet bruised and beaten with sticks 
anil hurtling chunks of wood. The Indians do not now practise these cruelties; 
hut tin re are some old traders who Imp witnessed them In fornici times I 
Inipilred of these traders for what reason these ureas were called " chunk 
yard*:” they were, tn general. Ignorant, yet. for the most part, concurred In a 
lime story that H originated In the elr< nuistnnco of Its baling been a place of 
torture, and tint the name was hut an tntcrprefatlon of tbe Indian term desig- 
nating llieliL* 

I Ob'-erred none of these yards In use In my of the Cherokee towns . and w here 
I have mentioned them, in the Cherokee eountrj, tt must In* understood that I 
saw only the remains or vestiges of them among the rulus of the nnuent towns 
•In the existing Cherokee towns which I visited, although there were undent 
mounds and signs of the yard ndjolnlng. yet the yard was either built upon or 
turned Into n garden plat, or otherwise nppioprlated Indeed. I am convinced 
that the chunk yards now or lately In Use among the Creeks are of \er\ ancient 
date, and not the work of the present Indians, although they are now kept in 
repilr bj them, being swept very clean every «Uv and the poles kept up and 
decorated In tbe manner I h ive described 

The following plan [figure G.5C] will Illustrate the form and character of these 
yards, a. The great area, surrounded by terraces or banks n A < ircul ir end 
neiue at one end of the yard, commonly 9 or 10 feet higher than the gioUDd 
round nliout Upon this mound stands the great rotunda hothouse or winter 
council house of the present Creeks It was probably designed and used by the 
ancients, who constructed it for the same purpose c A square tcirace or emi- 
nence. about the same height with the circular one Just described, occupying a 
iwsltiou at the other end of the yard Upon this stands the public squire The 
(■inks Inclosing the jard are Indicated bj the letters 6, b 6. b, c indicates the 
•• < hunk pole ” ; and «f. d. tbe “ slave posts." 

• According to Adair Pu Prats, and other writers, the Cberokees and probably the 
Creeks were much addicted to a similar game, played with a rod or pole and a circular 
stone, which was called chcingke Mr Catlln describes this game as still existing under 
the name of trhuog kee among tbe Mlnltarees apd other tribes on tbe Missouri It aiso 
prevailed among some of the Ohio Indians It has been suggested that the areas called 
chunk, or chunky yards, by Bartrnm, derived their names from the circumstance, that 
they were, among other objects devoted to games, among which, that of chungke was 
prominent This suggestion derives some support from Adair It Is therefore not 

Improbable that these square areas were denominated chnngke yards 
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PX3IAN STOCK 


Pima. Arizona. (Cat. no. Tt>0£?0, United States Xational Museum.) 
Stick or arrow with a feather at one end and a corncob at the other, 
sent by the Xational Museum, as an exchange, to the Peabody 
Museum, Salem, Ma^s. 

Collected by Dr Edward Palmer, who thus describes it as used m 
the game of quins: ' 

Any number can play. A short split stick Is first thrown in a slanting direc- 
tion Then each one pitches his arrow to see who can come nearest to it. The 
one who does so holds the stick up while the others pitch If the arrow touches 
the split stick and doe* not catch the thrower loses nothing If, however, the 
arrow remains in the split stick. It liecomes the property of the holder. The 
game ends when one has nil the arrows or when the players tire out 

This is Hie only record of a game analogous to lioop and pole 
which I find among the tribes, of the Punan stock. 




rUJPNAK 8TOCK 

Nishi.vam. Mokelumne liver, 12 miles south of 
Placervillc, California. 

Dr J. 4Y. Hudson describes a hoop-and-lance 
game under the name of nunt : 

The hoop, kiinftn’, consists of flu outer hoop of oak 
wrapped with rawhide, 24 Inches In diameter, with a 
center hoop of rawhide. The former has ten radii of 
rawhide attached to the Inner hoop The players [fig- 
ure 0371 roll the hoop In turn, and cast a 9-foot lance 
at It, after springing quickly to right angles of the hoops coarse A ball sere 
counts coup, or 10: between spokes. 5: lean up (by hoop). 2 The dead line 
and course is laid out previous to play 


Indiana, California 
from a sketch by Dr 
J W Hudson 


8\LISnAN STOCK 


BELLACOOLA Dean inlet, British Columbia (Cat. no tHt and 
American Museum of Natural History.) 



Fid 635 Cedar-bark game rings, diameter. Tj Inches; Bellacoola Indians, British Columbia: 
cat no. tit*. tlJi. American Museum of Natural History 

Two rings (figure 638), wrapped with cedar bark, 74 inches in 
diameter. Collected by Mr George Hunt and Dr Franz Boas. 
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GAMES OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS fETit 


Uellacoola Deni inlet British Columbia (Field Columbian Mu 
seuin } 

Cat no 18490 Lara ring (figure G39), 34 inches in diameter with 
hole in the ccntei. 

Cal no 18404 Lax a ring (figure 039), similar to the one last de 
-cribed, but smaller, 24 inches m diameter 



Fio KB Lara rings; dimeters. 3| and °i Inches, Belhn-oola Indiana, Brituh Colombia 

cat no 1-t ■! WH Field Colombian Museum 

Pend d Oreilles Flathead reservation, Montana (Cat no 51793 
Field Columbian Mu«eum ) 

I?i g wound with buckskin 24 inches in diameter, the interior «et 
with colored beads and two arrows (figure G40), 234 inches in 
length with iron «pihe points the shaft of the arrow being 
wound with buck-kin at end-> and middle Collected bv Dr 
George V Dor-ex 




The Dictionan of the Kali-pel * gives the following 
Szgolhftlfgn tbe placing at wheel eligolkolf-gmen, tbe play wheels la 
rouletle chines pilkGligui I plav with small wheels or circles joner a la 
roulette an Indian play gnlkolegnfmen a gambler ut wheels gnILo wheel 
wagon. 


•filttl nary ot tbe Kallapel or Flat head Indian Laura a c* com pi led by the Missionaries 
,f u,e Society of Jesus St Ignatius Print, Montana, 18" -S-0 
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S vusit. Coniov, British Columbia. 

Dr C. F. Xow comix' writes : • 

I was t<il(l nf a game called xlalnl, played by two sides with a quoltltke 
i!!-K of twigs, Itfnnul \\ Itb willow or ccdir bark, nttrt throw it In the air to ho 
caught on a stick white skimming At Alert buy (Kvvnkhitl), the game is culled 
kan! 

Sin's wap. Kiimloop-. Briti-h Columbia. 

I)r Franz Boas b sn*»: 

A peculiar ginddliig gum* is placed in tlie following way A long polo Is laid 
on the ground, u I suit 1.1 feet from the platers; n ring nl>out 1 Inch In diameter, 
to which four bends are attnilicd nt joints dividing the circumference Into 
four ei|na1 l«rt». \s rolled toward tlie l*de, and sticks are thrown utter it 
before it falls down on tot)' hing the jiole The four heads nre led. white, blue, 
and black 

Tiie ring fulls down im the stick tint Ins Uvn thrown nfter It. nnd. according 
to the color of the lieul tint touches the stick, the plajer wins n number of 
{mints 

Son (.is u. VanciitiUT island. Bnti-li Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boas' saj«*: 

Throwing nnd mil hing of hoops Is u favorite game. 

Thompson ImmAn* (Xtlaka ifami k). BiitUh Columbia. 

Mr James Teit * «i\\ » : 

'Mils game {referring to the stick gnmcl has been out of use for mnij years, 
ns well ns nuotber game, great Ij ill vogue nt one time among the Indians, 
which was plnjed altogether hj men They found It warm work, and used to 
RtrJ|> off nil their clothes except the brecclieloth when pl.mng The chief 
liiijileuient in tills gone was a ring [figure 041] from 2 Inches to 4$ inches In 
diameter, uml sewed over with buckskin, tbe frniaewoik often being made of 
a stick I ient round. The buckskin covering was loose, nod the space Inside not 
taken tip l>3 the stick was filled with sand to make tlie ring solid and heavy 
The plajer set this ring rolling TheD he followed It, running, and threw a 
small spear at it The object of the game vvns to throw tW spear in front of 
the ring nnd make the latter fall on It Generally the playing ground was 
marked by two long poles, which prevented the ring from rolling too far. 
Six different marks, which determined the number of taints were sewed on 
the buckskin Inside of the circle In Inter times these were made with differ 
ent colored beads. The number of beads was six or four Tour were always 
Idue or some other dark color, and two were some light color, generally light blue, 
but frequently white or red Tbe light beads counted 10 points each If both fell 
on top of the stick, It counted 20 The dark bends counted 5 each. If two 
fell on top of the stick. It counted 10 . if one dark and one light, 15 If the ring 
(lid not fall on top of tbe throwing stick, but stood up against It, it counted 40, 
which was the highest The (mads were not then counted Before beads were 
known, porcupine quills were u«ed as marks on tbe rings. The two light marks 

• In n letter, llnrcb 11, 1101 

•Second General Report on tbe Indians of British Columbia Report of Ihe Sixtieth 




492 g ores or the north amebic o> ti'diass [nn ^ 

were In white or yellow, and the four dart marts were t lack. It seeuit. there- 
fore, that the color* were not exactlv fixed farther than that ther had to }>e 
light and dark. 

Another game was played with the Kim* ring and throwing 'dick and the points 
were coon ted as In the game Ja«t described. In fact thit parue was lite that, 
except that in this the plavers sat facing each other and rolled tlte ting front 
one to the other One man started the ring rolling and then threw his 

1 stick in front of It so as to stop it. If possible before it retched th*» other 
man. Sometime*. one man rolled and the other threw. In torn. Instead 
of both men running abreast and throwing their sticks fr Trout of the 
ring as In the other game one after the other If the j later mfc-etf. 
the other man took hi* turn 

Inother game was generally played by lioys mid girls but o*-ci«inoaHy 
by adnitA It wa« played ont of door* hot nl-o In cold weather In*ide 
the winter bou-e* In this a ring from C to 10 Inches la di imeter was 
u-cd It was made of pliable sticks aronnd which lark o- dried grass* 
was thicklr twisted. Sometimes It was 'made of reeds {tb same as 
tbo«e used in tent mats) bent in the form of a circle around which other 
] reeds were twisted. The playeot eat in two lines some distort a* apart 
fating one another At each etid of the lines sat a J'erson who «et the 
ring rolling from one to the other between the taco lines of | layers. 
When the ring was in motion, the players throw darts at It, the object 
‘ being to make tbe--e darts hit the ring If they passed through the ring 
without touching It counted noth lug. The darts were a la, tit fl or 7 
inches in length, some thick in (be middle 
and small at both ends l figure 042) 
One end was feathered, a hlie the other 
end was brought to a eery 'linn' point 
Many darts had the *haft nil one thick 
ne*s to near the point, where it was 
forked Into two sharp point- These 
darts had property marks, consist in 0 of 
notches dots circles or painting*. to In 
dicate the owner The wood need win 
that of the wax-e«elp-bu*b. 

A peculiar custom in connection with 
this game was that sometimes the nl l 
people would pat some of the darts 
which the boys u*ed for throwing at the 
ring into (be fire of the winter bouse 
the lads not being allowed to get them 
exetyt tiy catching the ends of them with their teeth. Sometimes alt the darts 
T-vn ysAhfcced t&giffiia and. 'irocn <wi faSA/t Thft hoys, were mada to wxanddF 



FjO W2 Game OiTC length. IS Snrbes; Thomywoo Jod-ans Br-.Wsh CetomWa r»* jjo. a di- 
Am criran M-z-cata oftllWll HlstcrJ 

for them. The one that oltained the mo*t wn« the victor V boy who was 
unlucky In playing and lost all hi* dart*, could get them back ag3ln by putting 
up his back as a target, every arrow fired at It becoming hls property This 
game like the preceding one has now pone ont of use 
In another game a ring the size of a finger ring was 



Fig Cti- Beaded game rmg and spear 
diameter of ring 2 to ♦( inches: length 
of spear 294 inches; Thompson Indians. 
British Columbia eat. no 
American Uuenio of \ a tur&l History 


placed on the ground 



crux i 
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about 9 or 10 foot nnay from the pliyers. rach player luiil two dirts, width 
Ik* threw k> ax tu lilt the center of tin* rlnjr. If jo-wlhle The darts were felt ti- 
ered. hid sharp points, and were made rntlier thin Boys and slrN. In ptnylnpt 
tlK*M* giimx. won or lost their dirts They did not sniuMo for any thins else. 
There were no apwlal months for certain pimps cxcoptlnp that some pames 
were better adapted for apodal M“ti«ons than others, and consequently were 
pliyixj only In those seasons. 

«*HAIIArmN stock 
Kez Pfeces. Southern Alberta. 

Rev. John MacLcatt* mention*, ‘•throwing the arrow and wheel ’’ 
among the games of the tribe. 

UmatH-LA. Oregon. (Free Museum of Science and Art, University 
of Pennsylvania.) 



Fig SO 

Flo (M3 Onmohrjo|> diameter ll)inrbcr Umatilla Indiana. Oregon eat no 37538 , Free Mtwam 
of Srieneo BD-l Art, University of Pennaylvania 
Fio SO Poles for boop gnme lengths. <W and © Inches. Umatilla Indians, Oregon cat no 
3TS.>. Free Musenin of Pclenca and Art. Unlre rally of Pennsylranla 

Cat. no. 37538. Flat lioop (figure C43) made of twigs covered with 
bark. 111 inches in diameter, and two poles (figure G44), G8 and 
CD inches in length, forked and painted red nt the ends. Col- 
lected by the writer in 1900. 

The game is played in the spring. The ring is called pasa-pow-i- 
iow-wikes and the poles are designated wai-hutz. 

Cat. no. 37539. Ring, wrapped with buckskin, 4 inches in diameter, 
its interior «et with colored beads, as shown in figure G45, and 
two darts, slender twigs, painted red, 11 inches jn length. Col- 
lected by the writer in 1900. 

* Canadian Savage Folk, p 43. Toronto. 1836 
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GASIESs OP THE KOPTH \JIERIOtN 1M)K\« [mi 


Two men play The nng ts called 'ow lit hat ka^ anti the iUrt< 
an* known as tuk toi pow ma The counts depend on the wav in 
which the darts fall in the nng — 1 2 J 10 1<> 20 according to the 
beads to which tlie\ are adjacent 




Fig Sii pam# nng »nd dirt» iinettr of ring 4 ln<I>«. I*®gth of dirt*. LI Inrhre 

Cnutfl)» IndjUW. Oregon. r»t- no 3"$39. Free tlresm of «<H™« »=d Art Cnirer- ty of 
Peanjv i»m». 

SHISTAN STOCK 

VcnoiiAWi Hat creek California (Cat no gfjy to linen 

can ilnseum of Natural Ili*!torv ) 



Bark di=k (figure MG) 10 inches in diameter a how and fen arrow* 
Collected in 1003 by Dr Poland B Dixon who de-cribes the disk a=. 
used as a rolling target 





Fro S4!» Corncob darts. Hopl Indiana. Arizona; cat. no eooSt United Staton National Hattm 

Cat. no. 65'024. Conicob darts (figure G48), similar to the above. 
Collected by Maj. «T. 3V. Powell. 
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GOIEs OF T11E ■NOBTII AitTPlCOf INDIA'S S tmt. 


Hopi Oraibi Arizona (Field Columbian Mireom.) 

Cat do* to Cr*t3' > Ping of coni hn h T inches in diameter 
half orerwrnpped with white and half with mi cord and four 
corncob dart'', each with two feathers and wooden point from 
10 J to 12} inches in length (figure CjO) 



YlO. 150. Coro-misi g»=» and ecmcob darts; tua^n *{ tnj “ tecfceK teaus. 
On-1; Arison* r*t- po. trOT yield O’J’mlii 1 ' lgmn 


Collected in 1 C<) S 1 v Per H. R. Voth who fumLhe- the follotnmr 
account 

Th s game i< generally de* gnated by the term “ throwiD" the wheel or 
“ throwing at the wheel " and 1* usually played by boys* The wheel l? thrown 
on the ground, and the Fpears or arrows, which are held so that the middle 
finger runs between the two arrow*, are thrown at It The arrow* are often 
also thrown into the air when ther descend the pressure of the air eaa«e« them 
to rotate rapidly In the 05/* 1 ceremony the wony-o shoot with simitar but 
somewhat larger arrows at wheels which are said to represent *h.e da. It was 
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noticed on set era 1 occasions tljat shortly before and after the O.iqol ceremony 
the game was played more than at any other tltue 

Cat. no. G317G. Corn-husk nng 2J niches in diameter; and corncob 
feather dart, 12 inches in length, with wooden pm (figure C51). 
Collected by Dr George A. Dorsey in 1S97. The label reads as fol- 
lows: 

The IIopi i nrinnt of a game which has n w hie distribution throughout the 
western part of the United States and Canada. 



Fig &>t Coro husk ring amt cornoob dart; diameter of ring. 2} Inches, length of dart, 12 
Inches. Hopl Indians, Oratbi, Arizona, cat no 63176. Field Colombian if oaeum. 

Among the Hop! tribes the game Js played almost exclusively by boys. Among 
other aboriginal tribes of the West men pliv. often for stakes of considerable 
magnitude. The tv heel used by the llopl Is called •wSpo-uitUa, which simply 
uiein-t com hu«h wheel. The saine wheel 1« also used for unnv other purposes 
and In certain ceremonies. At times the a iron Is the usual one ouoed by 
every IIopi boy. and Is shot from a bow More often a «i>eclal form ©f doable 
arrow, passing Into a corncob and terminating in a single point. i« u««L This 
24 ETH— P- si 32 
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Is thrown st the wheel hy hand. Tlie special arrow n. called m town. There 
1 no special name f< r this pame, 1 nt thev ear “ j Hr with the wheel or “ shoot 
the wheel " tnot wo. 

Mono Hooker core A fad era county, California (Cat no. 714 i* 
Field Colombian Museum ) 



Fig I^nre^nd p***r I^n^th of Inures* 8 feet: length of jicg 3 Iccbei SToro Indian* 

V** V : * coocty C*1 Ionia, cut. no. act Field Cb’nmhuui Vin nn. 

Four lanced (figure <k>2), about G feet in length with butts unpeeled 
and a small cylindrical wooden block 3 indies in le ng th. Col 
lected by Dr J W Hud-on who de-oribe-. them a implements 
for the lance-and peg game 



F>c CT. Vflt-d f&me fcoop end f*» hered dirit d-»n>-*rr <»f hoop. iDrh** length ot dirt's 
li foche* Fan^ l-djcs VTtubem Cut emt. an. ttSf »43. Ptelwdjr Hhjtoii of Amerv-»n 
JUrtsrologr Mx! Ettnototfy 

Pajctt. ‘Southern l, tali (Cat no. ‘M,2 a * l 429 Peabody JIu-eum 
of American Irdueologt and Eflinologr > 

«mall hoop made of a bent twig about 7 inches in diameter cot 
eral with a net of yucca fiber a* shown in furure CoS and two 
feather dart-, 12 tnche* in length, con. luting of pin. of hard wood 
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about 4 inches m length, to which single feathers, twisted some 
what spirally, aie bound with fiber. Collected by Dr Edward 
Palmer. 

P.virTE. Pyramid lake. Nevada. (Cat. no. 10059, United States Na- 
tional Mu^um.) 

Small wooden hoop (figure (554), 23 inches in diameter, tightly wound 
w ith a strip of buckskin ; and a straight, peeled twig, 19 inches m 
length. 



Fro tel Game nng and dart, diameter of ring. 2} inches length of dart, 19 inihea, Painte 
Indiana, Pyramid lake. Nevada, rat no lWi9, United States National Museum 

The collector, Mr Stephen Powers, gives the following at count of 
the game in hit catalogue: 

rel«been. ring play. The ring la rolled on the ground, and n rod shot after It 
In such a way as to have the ring fall and he on it 

SnosnoNt. Wyoming. (Cat. no. rrri^Vrm American Museum of 
Natural History.) 



Flo te't. Game ring, diameter. 111 inchw Shoehorn Indians, Wyoming tat no *53i. American 
Museum of Natural History 

Fig teB Darts for r.ng game, length » Inches Bhoshoni Indians Wyoming, cat no m/lr... 
American Museum of Natural History 

Hide coveied nng (figuie C55), sewed with sinew, the interior filled 
with cotton cloth. Diameter of ring, 134 inches; of section. 2J 
inches. Two wooden clubs (figure 65G),20 inches in length and 
about 14 inches in diameter, with three knobs. 4 inches in length, 
one at the extreme end and the others about equidistant along the 
body of the club. The first of these knobs is cohered with buck- 
skin painted red. the second with buckskin painted yellow, and 
the third red. The handle of one is coveied with yellow-painted 
buckskin and is perforated by a hole through which a thong 
is attached, terminating in two long tassels of yellow-painted 
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cut buckskin fnngi Black anti white horsehair j' bountl In a 
strip of buckskin to the handle, four twisted buckskin thongs 
being attached to this band on the side nearest the knob The 
other club is similar, e\cept that the co\er of the handle and the 
cut leathei fringe are 'tamed red The\ are accompanied In six 
■willow countmg sticks (figure Go7), 13} inches in length two 
painted yellow two red and two green 




Ft f— Counting «tickn for ring pirns' length 1?| inches Shoohanl Indian.*. Wynin cat 
bo atu American llavumol Vatural History 


The above described specimens weie col let ted In Mi II H St 
Clair 2d, in 1001 

Tobikhab Los \ngeles count! C ilifoum 
Hugo Ried 0 says 

Vnottier game called harnrlcoar consisted In throwing r< Is or caties or 
the length of a lance at i ring pot In motion and see wh > could Insert It The 
ring wqs made of buckskin with a twig of willow In Mt ml 4 inthe> In 
diameter This Is not played now 

The same narrative describes dn ination with rings of willow twigs 
which were thrown in turn in the four directions to di coi er i ini-.-ing 
daughter in a legend of this region 

Uint\ Ute White Rocks Utah (Cat no 371^0 Uree Mu mm of 
Science and \rt Uni'ersitt of Pennsylvania ) 


Fig 658 Gama arrow length. Inches. L intaCte Indians, White Books, t tah «t no JTSI, 
Free Museum of Science end Art Ho rereity of Pennsylcnma 


Arrow (figure 058) with wooden shaft and heart nail point the 
shaftment banded with blue and red paint with three feathers, 
length, 32) inches Collected In tin. writer in 1 '00 


'Account of the Indians of Los Angeles Co 
IT p 18 Salem 188- 


I he Fssex Instil ite r 


Col Bulletin of 
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The u**e of this arrow was not ascertained, but fiom its identity 
in form with arrows used with the beaded ring, and the fact that it 
wa« one of a pair, it was probably used in that game. 

Uncompaiigre Ute. Utah. (Cat. no. American Museum of 
Natural History.) 



Two sticks (figure (559), wrapped with buckskin, with buckskin 
thongs in three sets of three each near Qne end, length 14) inches. 
U°ed with a ring 1$ inches in diameter. 

Collected by Dr A. L. Kroeber. who gives the following account : 
Two players throw the sticks at the rolling ring, each attempting to make- 
the ring come to test touching his stick 


Ute. (Cot. no. 200582, United States National Museum.) 

Wooden ring (figure 6C0). 6 inches m diameter, closely wound with 
a string of fine colored beads, in 
font segments, two blue and two 
white, and having a piece of er- 
mine fur attached. In the E. 

Grnnier collection. 

Y*tnMj.cin.° Tule River Indian res- 
ervation, California. (Cat. 
no. 71433. Field Columbian 
Museum.) 

Lances and peg for lonce-and-peg 
game. Collected by Dr J. IV 
Hudson, who furnishes the fol- 
lowing description : 



The peg is stack in the ground, and the 
lance thrown at It Played by men and boys The smaller implements are for 
boys The game Is called ** hot” and Is plaved by young men. not children, and 
perhaps male adults 


* This tribe 


the Msrlposan family, be 


the deacrlptlc 


rly belongs 
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siotJVN stock 

Assimboin Southern Alberta 
Bei. John Maclean* sajs: 

The Stoneys hate “even l garner similar to the Bluckfwt Ini lulling the hoop 
and arrow game 
Crow s Wj oming 

Prof F. V. Hayden 4 mentions the follow mg 
A hi tslnk I nha n game somewhat like billiard* 

Crow reservation, Montana (Field Columbian Mu-eum ) 



Cat no IjDGjI Hoop of sapling (figure CM) covered with a 
thong network which is attached to the hoop thirtt four tunes, 
diameter, 11 mchis, accompanied bi two darts (figure (>G2). 
saplings with tndent ends 441 and 57 inches in length Col 
lecttd bt Mr b C Sunnis m 1001 

Cat no COfiaO Iron ring (figure CC3), tlucklv wound with buck 
thin, tlucklv set inside with colored glass beads diameter 2J 
inches Collected by Mr S C Simms in 1"01 


• Canadian Savage Folk p 28 Toronto 1*18 

» Contribution* to tbe FlhaOjrraphj and rbllologj of lb* Indian Tribe* of I be Missouri 
Hirer p. 40S Philadelphia lS6i 
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Dakota (Oglala). Pine Ridge reservation. South Dakota. (Free 
Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania. ) 
Cat. no. 21945. IIoop of sapling, 25 inches in diameter (figure 664), 
Avith inci«ed marks on both sides, as shown in figure 665. 

The first, a , nearest the junction, consists of three incised rings 
painted led; the next. 2>. is cut on both sides for about 1J inches and 
marked with black, burnt scratches; the third, r. r, has a cut on both 
sides, marked on one with a cross and on the other with a single notch 



m the middle, the faces being painted red: the fourth. <1. is cut with a 
similar flat face on both sides 1} inches in length, viitli five trans 
\er=e equidistant notches, all painted red 

Four rounded sticks, 394 inches in length, slightly larger at the butt, 
w rapped with thongs, as shown in figure 006, ami held m pairs 
by thongs 11 inches in length. 

One pair has the butts painted letl and a small strip of red flannel 
tied to the connecting thong, and the other ha-> black butts with a blue 
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of throw lu™ sticks [figure tMJ Min^nh^! ^h^rT 11 ™ creen «d two , airs 
with thongs In w bid. eRh rva.r ^ l^ inches In length wrapped 

^.r^r J"e 

rr„r„r s,r 

dK»„"^,r iFtanfz. r^'T 1 " ra '""’ “ *«* -* 

, ™ I Hr. of .lion »t lb, 1 , 00 ,, „ reiu'm^nTrb' 1 "" T,° tJr “" 

to the marked or flattened snace «. n n **. 1 the counting is according 

Tb, ,1„ ,„„„, rr»"T,S7o“i r.Z: h"?”' 1 ” '''"“‘'t ^ 

.ml intuits 10 tbo netl 6 Is Mi.l lb, butt or ilunj| (mn hula] 

root Ml ,o Z' J0 ,te “« "■ «•- 

The g-im* Is for 40 point*. Fnlmmiknni ^ sn ‘■ep^e- 

Rmne It Is urthJ to hare licon ,layed\o ^rJ ^^ “*! ,,>e lXitTl1n 

Till Loop nnimtl.,1. m ,b, l„rb, Of .Tbffiir.'J",. 1 "; I ’”” t 

ports them u “ fl, ° and the bone that *np- 

riaj-hrg tin game Is in tied shooting the tuffalo tern,. .. u 
rents an encampment of all n,e Dakota tribe- nn.l ft * m !>' b0 " P r, ' pn> ' 

0 loente all different trllx* upon It Or It was ^ CbKrs famllv ,earn 

rhn of the h< rlzou and Ihe f, ur ., U ,rters of * represent tbe 

are the openings or , a-ses „.tn clrS * pnw * ,na ™ 

the four win 1- and are tanked as mcb tj the thrower Tr ! P " repre ^ nt 

I.. «.me of much richness the «mp ™ ranS h ' tiT *T ’ ^ 

...ibii.1 1 i.,L ™ , .u, m , „„ r u ';t , b ”"' 

11 , Hill, nn.l Hi, 1„|, , ',L "T’ 

"•mnl .in 11.11 In.im, ,t„ , , 7 „T\ ?“ r «"<' «™ 

n Hi.l lnw.nl ,l„ mill. II... 

The I^ikoti word for h « p Is < m_Iori. i it 

1,™ r i ,„.p '„i; ?«si' “r 1 

are name.! was spotted This ni | lies eejss Inllv to ,i JP „ „, llrp , ° 

In yell iw » red w hite an 1 t I„e , r 1 1 „ * ' " P « nJ,,rvr - '« I* «*' rwl 

tjin tiers .f tin earth This Ins p Is till »"r. indent the 'fen r 

... • 1 ntsm Hu grown I In the imslMne 

7 ™,,?," , , ll„ "" -e nthmOtM. wlwn . n.lw, 

1 mtinji I. b„nl „n 1 n «. ,wl fn , „» , „„„ 

'"I tor 'I, m~ I- . ,w , r 

Juitst np 1 v th «s remonle^ 


Cut no 2*210 > Km- of sinew <fiptn tr. 7 ) wrappe,! with n thon- «J» 
inches in ilnniettr pnmte<I rt<| 

Cot no 22110 V stick lOJ ,„ches in |c„«jth the eml la h«l with 
a run nil pnt-e of sapling with the points tm-ne.l towonl the 

• 0|iUI| Cam**. tlnTtrlla if fb. Flir Mteein of 8rE»nrr so*l Art f 3 f -I lOifl 
*<trlpbl^ 1B01 n 1 

*Thr jil'ow la alctfi pfirrj north lot tbr <tber colon Tirj 

•Tbc term Wirtran. bow oitlacnalfr *lrm to will* toco means a .oi»rl ^ aad a,, 
tcrlooa IcIbc ’ 
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handle (figure GGS). Two bars of wood, 114 inches in length, are 
lashed across the stick, each with a smaller piece of curved wood 
with points turning toward the handle, as shown in the figure. 
The curved piece at the end and the bodj - of the stick are 
wrapped with a thong, and the bars, arcs, and exposed end of 
stick are painted black. There is. a projection above the cross- 
bar, nearest the end to which the curved piece is affixed, against 
which the forefinger is pressed. A small square of black cloth 
is tied to the curved end of the stick. 


FlG. OGT Ring for Elk frame; diameter. 31 inches, Oglala Dakota Indians, Fins Ridge rv-erva 
tiara. Sooth Dakota, cat no CIW. Free Mnssom of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 
Fig. 60? Darts Tor elk game; lengths, 83J and 35 Inches; Oglala Dakota Indians, Pine Ridge 
rceerratlon. South Dakota, cat- no £3110, SSllOt, Free Unseam or Science and Art, Cmcer- 
•Sty of Pennsylvania. , 

Cat. no. 22110a. A stick similar to the preceding, 36 inches in length, 
but painted red in*dead of black, and with a red instead of a black 
flag. The ends of the arc at the tip are united to the body of 
the stick by a cord of sinew. The crossbars are 6£ inches in 
length. 

The«e are implements for the game of kaga woskate, or haka 
heciapi, the elk game. Collected by Mr Louis L. Meeker,** who states 
that the ring is tossed into the air. and the player tries to catch it 
on his stick. 

It Is held in the hand with the forefinger pressing against a small projection 
that the best-made sticks bear near the center Caught upon the point. It 
counts 10 . if oi) the spur nearest the point. 5; on any other point, 1 The game 
Is for any number of points agreed upon by the players. The Elk Game was 
played to secure success In the elk hunt. 

He continues: 

The Dakotas use a special hair ornament as a reward for victory in this 
game. The Cheyenne award It In the game next described (tahuka cangleska). 
The ornament [figure 501] is a miniature gaming hoop or wheel, toliogma. an 
small as the matter can make it well, with spokes like a wheel, ornamented 
with porcupine quills and tied to a small lock of hair on oDe side of the crown 
by a bnckskin string fastened to the center of the ornament 

Col. Garrick Mallerv,* in liis Picture-writing of the American In- 






506 


GAMES OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS [era *vc 2 ^ 


tlnn^ giro the accompnm mg figure-, referring to the preceding 
came 

V dead xunn was used In tlie rln? and pole citue [fijmre <)2>J \imricau 
Uor=e « AVlnter Count lTTO-Vl Tin figure 
represent** the stick and nns n*s?d lu the 
game of hakm with n hmum held In front 
to suggest tint the rorj^c took the place of 
the tt-ioal stick 

It was an Intensely cold winter an I a 
Dakota froze to death [figure «7rtJ \meri 
can Ilor-e s At inter f onnt ITT7-"T'» 

TJie si~n fi r snow t r winter lea cloud 
with sn< n filling from it i- ahote the 
mans hea L \ bakn Mirk which Is u«ed In placing tint game is represented 
In front of him. Rattisti <>oodx recon! further ext 1 iln* tin Illustration by the 
niaamut that the Dakntt vrm killed In a fight with the Iiuinws, tnd his com 
panl ns left bis hodr where they mij l«o-ed it w« nl 1 not lx f und but the 
1‘awnee (fraud It an L as it as a« frozen etlff tlnw dragged It into tlieir camp an 1 
j laved hiki with It 


Flo 6 Hats guw Og>aIs D> ktrt* 
ps-tograph from Amfrtsn Hone s 
W inter Const, 1 — 3 -tO from SfiHerr 






rig cn 


F C* HmZ» nmr IXtoti plrt*»er»pb from Ampmsn-H'Ss' * Winter < otint, I"tXi 

fr* n Mall-rj" 

Fi n N tte*l bo .p diameter 11 id* h**s ogUai Ixtas IdO^ds. Pine Itblg** n^'i istlim, 
s*nth rHk"T» nt do £fltA Free Mnnuio' Sreofstnl Art t_nlrers.tr of tVonsylrtnU 


Dakota (Oclaka) 1‘itic Ridge reservation *s<mtU Dakota (Cat 
no. .fif 111 22111 Pnx Mihiibi of Ninio and \rt Inner 
sit \ of Pinn-svlratua > 



luts Kart tnr netted length 4S larhe< 0*1*^ Dakota Io-'i»o» P 1 r>e RWgs r* rr an n. 

S-iatli Dak-vta rat. Do. Sfltt Frv** Ifaer-om f Prieaee and Art. Lnlrers.tj’ >f rvooeylTao-a 

IIoop (figure <>71 ) of sapling 111 mche- tri diameter. !a Inal with a 
rawhide thong which i-> passed around the lump twrntt four 
times. 
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Another hoop, al-o 114 inches in diameter, the thong parsing around 
the edge thirty-fit e times. Both hoops hate the edge and the 
thong net smeared with red paint. 

A forked stick (figure G72). consisting of a peeled sapling. 40 inches 
in length, painted red. with a feather tied at the ends of the forks. 
The specimens just described are implements for the game of the 
buclokin hoop, talnika cangleska. and were collected by Mr Louis L. 
Meeker." who describes the game as follows; 

Played with several small Loop* nt>out a foot iu <1 la me ter. woten with buck 
Skin thongs with one ojienlng more prominent than the rest. Intended to he in 
the center, called the “ heart ” [figure 071 J The game is to thrust u small sj*e.vr 
[figure <17-1. with a fork at one eml to mlnnt the top of the forefinger through 
the “heart” as the hoop i« rolled 1 >j or flung Into tlie air Wbeu one succeeds 
he thases. the one who threw the hoop, and endeavors to hit him with it The 
one who nftenest pierce* tlie •* heart " wins Tins K s ud to Im> a Chej eune game 
plated like the other hoop games, only at the annual summer gatherings, camp 
against ••amp. from morning until a crier calls noon, when the vntorlous camp 
W feasted t>> the l‘«*erti and the Individual victor adorned with tlie hair orn i 
ment. good for one year 

The writer has not witnessed the game played in this way. a run preventing 
when arrangement* were made. The following, however played l>$ large hoy* 
aud young men. he bis teen a» n>an> ns fifty times Two forkeil stnks. nl»mt 4 
feet high, to represent men, were set up CD or 40 pace* apart. V prop was 
piiceil across, from one foot to the other, both to make them stand erect and 
to make them easier marks 

Pnijierlj. the forks should not Ik* more than an inth or #*> in dl unetei at tlie 
point and should be spilt np for a few inche*. with i cross stick m the splits, 
so as to make four [mints come m contact with the gromid and i stick for tlie 
hoop to strike. If It rolls under 

Two companies, stationed a very little in front and a little to one side of 
each “man," take turns rolling the hoops l>y throwing them against the ground 
to m ike them roll towards the “ uim “ on the opposite side the pla.iers of which 
defend their •‘in in” l>y thrusting their spear* through the rolling hoojis 

The side is victorious that oftenest knocks down the " tuau The placer is 
victorious who nftenest pierces the heart of the hoop so the victorious pl.i.ier 
may not lie on the victorious side. Mj informants do not count this gune with 
their regular hoop games, nor take any pride In the buckskin hoop genenllv 
It was contributed by a foil blood Lakota but definite know ledge of the manner 
of pi lying can not be obtained here. 

The u tine tnhnkii cangleska means “ neck hoop ” rather than deerskin hoop ’ 
t bough It m ty have the latter metnrag as my informants athrrn 

Women sir taogi cangleska instead of tahnka cangleska Tins would mean 
“welelioop” game and make it sacred to Inktomi (the Spuler i It omen’s 
speech is somewhat different from men’s. 

The makers of the hoops, for the hoop games ate not selected at random. 
White-buffalo-cow River. Pte-sa Wakpa. make* hoops for the " buffalo game” 
Red Hoop. Cangleska luta make* the hur-omament hoop. 

The hoops sent herewith were made by these men and by Crazy Horse, 
Ta suiik-witko, brother of the dedierado Crazy Ilorse who l««t hi* lire while a 
prisoner some years ago 

* Ogalala names. Bulletin of the Free Museum of Science and trt, v 3. p 27, Fhlla 
delphia, 1001 
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Dakota (Teton). South Dakota. 

' llev .1 Owen I>oiNcy,* in hi*- account of the panics of thi Teton 
Dikota children, ilcvnlm the panic with a rawhide hoop, tnhuka 
chanph'shkn unpi, among thoM plaved In boys jn the spring 
Occasionally la tlx early eprlnjr Ihe pent !<• fear a fre^Iiet, so they Icirc tin* 
river 1 link amt camp In tin level prairie awny from tlie river Tlie men linnt 
the d«r an<l when they return to ramp the t* tnkt j>nrt of the hhlea and cut 
ttw.ni two narrow strips which thoj «>nk. In water, tliey moke n lump of a«h 
worn! all over which they jot tlie Ntrl|w if ranlihle which tliey Interwe-ue In 
snrh a way a* to hire a hole In the middle nhfch to ml toil the “heart.” The 
1 1 iyer* form shies of ei|ual nuinlioni and tl-oshjmye or p ns usually plays 
ajralltot pens. The Iioop Is thrown ly one of the players toward tlwise on the 
rther Mile They are j rovlilf-A with elinrp-polnlrtl sticks, each of which Is 

0 rktsl at tin. small end As tlie hoop rolls they throw at It lu order to thrust 
in e of tin sticks thnuieh the heart. U hen one lilt* the heart h< keef* the hoop 
for his side and he and Ids companions (hast tlielr opponents n I>o dee with 
their I Iinkets spread out ls-hlnd thi m In (inter to death n the f< riv i f any I low 
from a j ursuir Wien the i nrsnera oiertakeom of the fugitives tliej strike him 
with the hoop as bird ns thev can Its n they ntmiulon the \ ursult and return to 
their former place while the one hit with the hoop takes U and throws It 
maklns It roll towards the players on the other side \s It rolls be says to 
them IIo* tv tanka lie ale. Ho' there Is s I uffnlo retomlaa to you.” IVlien the 
►tick does not fall out of the heart thev saj the limp In I mps to the | layer 
who threw the stick. This Is not a panic of chance hut of skill, which has been 

1 toyed t>j Urge l<oy* iduco the olden times, Rusholter » says that It to obso- 
lescent 

Dakota (Teton) Pine Halgc reservation, South Dakota 

Dr I R ^ alkt r f describes the gume of u wniids am! hoops ** under 
the Dime of v> o^hate pain xankapi 

Tht mine of the winds made of a«l» or ell okc -ell e trywood, lie gives 
»•> civmkala, and he ^avs that "l tile nn\ one maj make tlie-e wands, 
it is believed that certain men can mike them of superior excellence 
and give them magic {lowers, which maj be exercised m favor of 
those who plav with them The rule-, of tlie game, with a storx of 
its making and of its u-e to cau-c buffalo to come, arc given bv Dr 
Clark W issler 

Dakota (\ ynxton) Fort Peck reservation, Montana (Cat no 
3TC0G, Free Museum of Science and Vrt, Dniver^itv of Penn 
svlvama ) 

Hoop of sapling (figure 073), 13 inches m diameter, with four 
marks it equal distances on both sides of its circumference. 
These marks are incised, and painted red and blue, as follows 
Cross, painted blue, okizati, fork, longitudinal band, painted 
blue =apapi black spot, longitudinal band with transverse cut, 

• Tbe Americas Anthropologist v 4 p 05V 1801 

• Ceorge Busbottar • full blood Dakota. Mr Dorecy s Informant. 

'Stour Games. Journal of American Folk tore v IS p 279 Boston 1903. 
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painted blue, ska. white: seven transverse notches, tlie outside 
and the middle ones blue, the others red. bahopi, notches. 

Two pairs of sticks (figure 674), made of saplings. 23 inches m 


length, wrapped on both sic 
and secured in pairs b\ a 
strip of cotton cloth fas- 
tened in the middle. One 
pair is painted red and 
has a small piece of red 
flannel fastened to each of 
the "t ick« The other pa ir 
is blue, with similar black 
flags. Collected by tho 
writer in 1900. 

These implements were made 
by Sivo Sapa, Black Chicken, 
a renegade Hunkpapa and a 
former member of Sitting 
Bull's band. He gave the name 
of the game as pain janka 
i chute and that of the darts a> 
ichute* 

Tlie maker stated also that 


?s of the middle with cotton cloth 



Fit. VT3 Oam*tlioop. diamrtir, Hindi,-*. Yank 
ton Dakota Indians. Montana, cat no. TTiK. 
Fre« Movnra of Sdcnco and Art, Ctdrrraity of 
Pcnnsj-lrama. 


in the old time buffalo hide and deer skin were never employed in 
making the implements for this game; always, instead, something of 
no value, as old rags. He e aid that many years ago the Indians saw 
two buffalo bulls rolling this ring. 



Flo «T4 Dart* for hcup game. Imffth. S5 inches, Yankton Dakota Indiana, Montana, cat no. 

3Tr/R. Frw> Slosrom of Pcienooand Art, tnlrrrntyof Fenn*ylTmnU 

Dakota ( Vaxktox). Fort Peck, Montana. (Cat. no. 37607, Fnv 
Ifosnim of Science ami .Irt. {7niter-ity of Pennsyitanra.t 
A ring made of cotton cloth, wrapped round and round, and 
painted ml: diameter. 3 inches. Two sticks. 32 inches in length, 
wrapped with rags, and having a curved piece fastened at 
one eml and a cord stretched across like the string of a Iww. 
connecting it with tho stick: al-o two cros>piece«, fastened at 
al»out equal distances from the ends, across the stick. The**- 

« r» ja*-ta. to (boot or threw • atlck tbroogh a hoop whro rotllat: p*lnj*nkt 
kien*pt. tb— t* to- of •hoitlne throat b a hoop ; t<n’ t». aomrthlnj to a boot .with. •» tl* 
■arrow* Hr -aan tn ■ yarn* (Kltf*'* Dakota EnjU»h VMtUooary, Waablnston. ISM 1 
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crosspieces art R eenred lij a f-toiit pc" placed betwo n thorn and 
tlie '■tu.k, nn<l a pace of twig is Unt and fastened mj that its ends 
projict upward for n distance of nbout 11 indies just above the 
ero«d»ntv One of the sticks i« painted nd and has n piece of 
red flannel attached to the bow, and the other is painted blue, 
with i black cloth fla" 

Collected b\ tin writer in 1*>00 

Tin fimf is ci Hid ha ha' Ini te, or ha kn' Fhooting receiving its 
mini from tin. Mic! » In kii 1'icli mm Ins n stick, tin ring cm 
hdi'*«ka is rolled and it must go on one of the points to count The 
naim. hi ka' means br welling liming mam prongs, like s 0rne ,iccr 
horns." Mi informant ilciincd it as forked 
E\o* North Carolina 

John Ledtrcr" sin’s 

Tli« lr t iwn Is 1 ullt rmirol n field. whore In their sports they eserc!«c with no 
much !iU»r nn I violence nnl In wi meat omuls rs that I have soon tlio .m unit 
wot with tie swent that dropped frttu tliolr todies tholr chief recreation Is 

i>t *1 ni s*. 

John Ijiw=on rf si\-h 

Thixi In Ilms are rou H n<l lifted to a a port they call chonoo which Is carried 
on with n stuff nnl it Is wl made of stone which tl c> tnimllo upon it snxxith 
I Hce like n Isiwtlnr rrven mi le f *r tltat 1 un«s us I hive mentioned Is fore 

( f ) Cmnden ‘south Carolina (Tree Museum of Science and 

\rt l micrsiti of Pcnnsvhomn ) 

Cat no nro-2 Diconcave di«k of white quartnle (figure f7 r *a), 
fineli polidicd >J inches in diameter 



fid «*5 a, b e Chnnke* stones; diameters. 5} 4 and 4| inch** Eoo t ) Indiana, Camden, South 
Carolina CAT- no. 13T02, 13SA HBB, Free Moaenrn of Science soil Art, University of Pennsyl* 


Cat no 135 > 0 . Dicoiicne disk of quartzite •stained mellow and 


• Rleg* b Dakota En = U«h D ctlooary Washington 1800 

* It la doubtful whether the Eno were of Slooaa atock they may haTe been lroQUotan. 
Discoveries of John Lederer p. 18 London 10 ” Rochester 1902. 
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Idea of it, unless one can see it played — it is a game of great beauty and fine 
bodily exercise, and these people become excessively fascinated with it often 


gambling array everything they possess and even, sometimes, when everything 
else a as gone, have been known to stake their liberty upon the Issue of these 
games, offering themselves slaves to their oppo- 



nents in case they get beaten « 

JIaxdan. Fort Clark. North Dakota. 
Maximilian, Prince of Wied, says : b 

The game called billiards, by the Trench Can- 
adians. is played by two jouug men. with long 
poles, which are often bound with leather, and 
have various ornaments attached to them On 
a long, straight, level course, or a level path in 
or near the village, they roll a hoop. 3 or d inches 
in diameter, covered with leather, and throw the 


FlQ. 677. Kitted hoop and pole, Mandau Indians. North Dakota, from Maximilian. Prince ot 
Wied . 

pole at it ; and the success of the game depends upon the pole passing through 
it This game is also practiced among the Manitarles [HidatsaJ, and is de- 
scribed in Major Long’s Travels to the Rocky Mountains as being played by the 
Pawnees, who. however, have booked sticks, winch Is not the ease with the 
tribes mentioned 

About the middle of March, when the weather Is fine, the children and young 
men play with a hoop, in the Interior of which strips of leather are interwoven; 
its diameter Is about a foot [figure 077]. This hoop Is either rolled or thrown, 
and they thrust at It with a pointed stick; he who approaches the center roost 
nearly Js the winner. . . . 

As soon ns the Ice in the rivers breaks op the? run to tbe banks and throw 
this Interlaced hoop into the water 

•Tbe follow Inc account by tbe Abbe E H Domeoecb. who does not specify tbe tribe 
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Omaha Nebraska 

Rev J Owen Doibev * describe^ the following game 


Banafi ge-klde Shooting at tli« ( anange or rolling wheel. This 1? played by 
two men. Each one has in hi* * hand two sticks, aboat as thick as one s little 
finger which ore connected In the middle by a thong not over 4 inches In length, 
The«e sticks measure about 3} feet in length. Those of one player are red and 
those of the other are black The wheel which Is rolled Is about 2} feet In diam 
eter Its rtm Is half an Inch thick and It extends about an Inch from the clc 
cuinference toward the center On this side of the rim that measures an Inch, 
are four figures (figure CTO) The first Is called cilxu marked with a knife 
or migteze cut in etnpes with a km/e The second is aabC t£. the black one 
The third is &fa.flt5, crossing each other The fourth is jinga tcP, the little one 
the little one, or mixu JmgS tee the little one marked with a knife The 
players agree which one of the figures shall be waqfibe for the game that 
Is, what card players coll trumps. The wheel Is pushed and caused to roll 
along and when It has almost stopped each man hits gently at it to make 
It fall on the sticks. Should the sticks fall on the top of the wheel It does not 
count When a player succeeds in lodging hi** sticks in such a way that he 
touches the waqtibe he wins many sticks or arrows W hen figures are touched 
by one or both of bis sticks, Jie colls out the number V\ ben any two of the 
figures hare been touched, he sack “ \a*ba* art bd ” “I have wounded It 
twice If three figures have been hit he says fab fi* a u hi “I have 
wounded three" Twenty arrows or sticks count as a blanket, twenty five as a 
gun, and one hundred as a hor*e 

In the story of “ The Aran who had a Com woman and a Buffalo- 
woman as wives,’’ translated b\ Doctor Dor=o\,* it is related that Ihe 
‘•buffalo bulls were playing this game He defines the name as 
“ to shoot at something caused to loll by pu-hing 

Doctor Dorsey describes al-o — 


jaft* jahe or Stick and Ring <iafi* jahe is a game played by two men \t 
each end of the playground are two butt, or rounded heaps of earth 

A ring (figure 6 8] of rope or hide the wadgije is rolled along the ground 
and eatb player tries to dart a stick through It as It goes He runs very swiftly 
after the hoop and thrusts the stick with considerable force If the hoop turns 
aside as It rolls it Is not difficult to thrust a stick in it The stick 
(figure G78A] Is about 4 feet long. I> Is the end that Is thrust nt 
the hoop B B are the gaqi or forked ends far catching at tbe 
boop. C C are made of ha n3«age wfnbasta nlsage Ika" ta* stiff 
hide fastened to tbe forked ends cclth stiff wCabasta or 
material u«ed for the soles of moccasins. These ha ntsage 


Flo ITS. Game ring and dart length of dart, ahoat 4 feet; Omaha Indiana, Nebraska f 


often serve to pretent tbe escape of the boop from the forked ends Sometime* 
these ends alone catch or liook tbe loop. Sometimes tbe end D la thrust through 
It When both sticks catch the hoop neither one wlns- 
Tbe stakes are eagle feathers, robes blankets, arrows. earrings necklace* etc.* 

• Omaha Sociology Third Annual Report of the Boreas of Fthnology p 2A3 JS84. 
a The Cegtba Language Contrilmtiona to North American Ethnology V 6, p. ICS, Washing- 
ton. l»JfL 

•Omaha Sociology Third Annoal Rep. rt of tbe Bureau of Ethnology p. 837 tSS4 
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Omaha. Xebr&ska. (Cat. no 37 1 I G, Peabody Afn-e nm of American 
* ArrhiPcdogy and Ethnology.) 

Implements for the game of bhadhiit zliahe. consisting of two sticks 
4 feet 2 inches in length, each with an arc attached to one end 
to form a kind of barb, and a flexible nng wrapped with deer- 
c km, about C inches in diameter (figure G 5 ^)). 

These were collected by Miss Alice C. Fletcher. 

The hoop i» called wadhlgizi and the ‘•ticks are known a- wlzhahe. 

Mr Francis La Fle^che de-cnbed the preeedmg game to the writer 
under the name of pauthin zhahae. or Pawnee zhahae. as played with 


Fig C*1 G«m» ring and dirts, lecytb of Incise* diameter cfr»s. about «laeh«c 

Onahi Indians. Xehrasia eat. do. 3 — 8. IS* body Mosecm e' Anmu ArriurologT and 

Ethnology 

a hoop of buckskin, wathegezhae. about 4 incite- in diameter, and a 
javelin, waijhahe. about 5 feet long- 

The tatter has two little tranches about 4 Inches In length an<l bent t<ackward 
at the point Four p'eces of rawhide are fastened to each of tbe«e, turned 
Inward to form a kind of tart*. 

There are two contestants, one of whom throws the hoop. and. as it rolls along 
the ground, both endeavor to drive their Javelins, which they grasp In the 
middle, through it If the hoop is penetrated It counts " but If the hoop catchy 
on one of the barbs it onlv count3 1_ If the hoop Is caught on l-oth of the barb* 
It counts nothing. Tbe ome Is usually 10 Tbe one who ftum throws the 
hoop. There is a long track, and the players run lack and forth. Tbe Omaha 
originally bad the game under another name 
Osage. Missouri and Vrkannas. 

John D Hunter -at- * 

Foj-ni? Vie- *i*«vp vs - 1 -<erf.imiei tui an y/itss- tl grtrcaA. yirerciTtA 

for the purjj<*se Three parallel lines run tbe whole length of tbe plot, at about 
15 yard* distance from each other On the exterior ones, the opfewing parties, 
whkb generally consist of from twelve © eigh'em perw>n* ammo* themselves 
about 10 paces opart, each individual fronting Intermediate to his two ••[■poslte 
or nearest opponents. On the central line extended to a few faces leyornl the 
wings of tbe two parties stand two persons facing each other It U their jart 
of tbe flay alternately to roll a hoop of about tbe diameter of a common 
hogshead. with all their strength. fn>m one to tb» other The ol J«l for fri 
nmph between these two l«. who shall catch the opponent's hoop the oftenest 

* Mil Cmimm of Som 1 ladUa TrT« located Wist of tbe 

p. 273. rmadelpata. 1«23. 
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and of the contending parties, which shall throw the greatest number of balls 
through the hoop as it passes rapidly along the Intervening space Judges are 
appointed, usually from among the old men, to determine which party is 
victorious, and to, distribute the prizes, which, on some particular occasions 
consist of beaver and deer shins, moccasins, leggings, etc. but more usually of 
shells, nuts, and other trifles. 

Ponca. Fort Pierre, South Dakota. 

Maximilian, Prince of W T ied,“ thu* refers to a young Ponc.t Indian 
named Ho-Ta-Ma, among the Dakota at Fort Pierre, a handsome, 
friendly man, who often amused himself with different games: 

Frequently he was seen with his comrades playing what was called the hoop 
game, at which sticks covered with leather are thrown at a hoop la motion. 

SKITTACETAN 8TOCK 

Haioa. Prince of Wales island, Alaska. 

Dr C. F. Newcombe described a game which the Kaigani Haida 
call k'lstaiio and the Masset, tulstaonaii. Tito implements are a flat 
disk of hemlock twigs bound with cedar bark and a spear of salmon 
berry 

It is played with a ring. Two sides are chosen and the ring is 
thrown into the air, the object being to catch it on the point of a stick 
9 feet long. 

Another game the Kaigani Haida call kokankijao and the Masset, 
kokijao. A small ring of hemlock twig, with quite a long string tied 
to the edge, is placed anywhere in a circle of 3 feet drawn on a sandy 
place. The game is for the opposite player to put a stick, of winch 
ten are given lnm, inside the ring, which, with the string, is hidden 
under earth when he is not looking. 

Doctor New combe describes also the following game: 

Ten pieces of kelp. 1 Toot long, are placed in the ground at each end of a 
playing ground 20 feet long There are two plajers on each Side, eacli armed 
with a very sharp spear of salmon berry The game Is to pierce the kelp at the 
end opposite with the spears One piece Is very small and If struck, the striker 
gets all the sticks. The players throw from a crouching position The game 
is called blqomgrahlE 

Haida. British Columbia. 

Dr «"!. Tv. Swanton ” describes the following games : 

“A woman’s pubic bones” (Gno sku* djl) — This was a boy's game. Late 
In the spring, when a tall, slim plant called Llat. the pith of which was eaten, 
was at its best, the boys would eoltect n great quantity of the stalks. Then two 
would each drive a couple of sticks Into the ground nhont 5 yard-* apart 
After that ench would take about twenty sticks of tlie salmon berry bn«h. end, 

•Travels In Ibe Interior of North America, translated by It Eran* Lloyd, p 160, 
London, 1843 

•Contributions to the Ethnography of the TJalila Memoir* of the American Museum 
of Natural History, whole series. V 8. p CO. New York. I»H>3 
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using them ns spears, alternately try to drive one of them between the adver- 
sary h posts or stick It Into the ground beyond, so that it would rest on tbelr 
tops. Each bov would then b d a certain number of L *al stalks and after they 
had used up all of their spears, he who scored the mo*t hits won all that had 
been put up br his adversary If he were one point ahead he got nothing m re 
but if he were two points 3bead. he won ns much again if he were three points 
ahead, twice as much, and so on. 

Knocking something over by shooting (Te Itgada Idaioa ) — Thi-c was 
played by older people Toward the end of spring a croud would g> out and 
set up a piece of board about 3 inches wide and 4 feet high. Then forming 
a line some distance away they would shoot at it with blunt arrows in succes 
sion Iieginning at one end He who struck the stake first won all of the arrows 
shot that time around except the others that struck. Each person had one shot 
at every round. Sometimes thev played against each other by companies of 
which there might be as many as five or six. Indeed, a whole town often seems 
to have turned out and the resulting contests to hive extended over a long 
period of lime Toward the end some of the players, their supply of nrrows 
being exhausted would be compelled to manufacture new one* often of 
Inferior make Two of these had to be paid In as an equivalent for one of the 
better class For some religious reason they ceased playing with arrows ns 
soon a* winter began. 

\atxadi da (perhaps a name for the pieces of spruce hark used in It) — This 
game was played in the spring. Two boys provided themselves with ten p eces 
of spruce bark apiece each of which was doubled over and fastened along one 
edge The opposite edge was the one on which thev were to stand. Then they 
w ere set up In a row upon the ground and the players endeavored to drive tbo 
same spears as those used In the previous game Into each of them. He who first 
sent a spear Into each of his opponent’s p eces of bark won although the oppo- 
nent was sometimes allowed to have add tional piece* 

TANOAN STUCK 

Tigaja Isleta New Mexico (Cat no 2*727 Free Museum of <sci . 

encc and Vrt University of Pennsylvania ) ' 

Ring of cotton cloth (figure G81) clo-elv wrapped with a buckskin 
tliong inches in diameter and If inches thick The interior 
is divided into four quarters hr two two-ph twi. ted thongs 
fastened to the interior and crossing at right angles Five 
leather thong*, are attached on each side of one of these radial 
thongs a"nove anu 'tx-’iow 'Tne exterior oi t'ne nng is painleo 
red, yellow and blue red on the sides then a yellow band with 
blue on the edge 

Two poles (figure GS1) one 57 and the other GO inche in length 
painted red two-thirds of their length with blue runnimr zigzag 
over the red Fight long buckskin thongs are fastened at a 
point 1-1 inches from the end of each pole and again the same 
numlier at another point 33 inches from the end 

These were collected by the writer in 1002. 

The ring is called mar btir and the poles «Ju a fit spears The 
nng is rolled and the poles are hurled at it The counts an made 
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according to the set of thongs nearest the striking end. If the 
pole penetrates the ring, and all the thongs pass entirely through it, 
it counts 10. If one thong remains caught in the ring, it counts 1; 
if two remain, 2, and so on. The thongs attached to the interior of 




Flo 681 Qim« ring and darts, diameter of ring, 81 Inches, length of darts, 67 and 6(1 Inches, 
Tlgna Indiana, laleta. Hew Slexlco cat no 22727. Free Slusenm of Science and Art, University 

of Pennsylvania 

the ring do not count, but serve to impede the passage of the pole 
and entangle its thongs. The game is played by men and boys, but 
it has not been played in Isleta for the past fifteen years. The writer 
was told that it is regarded as a Navaho game. 

WAKASHAX STOCK 

Kwakiutl. British Columbia. (American Museum of Natural 
History.) 

Cat. no.x4li* G ame ring (figure G82). wrapped with cedar bark; 
diameter, 9$ inches; width. 2 inches: designated as lamagikala 
gagayaxala, first kane, to be thrown high. 

Cat. no.-jJ-Jy. Game ring like the preceding. 10 inches in diame- 
ter; designated as xwaligwngane, second kane. to be thrown 
high. 

Cat. no. T ^J T . Game ring like the preceding. 8 inches in diameter; 

designated as tilemyu, third kane. to be thrown very low. 

Cat. no-rlfj. Game ring (figure GS3), like the preceding, 1? 
wide and 8} inches in diameter; designated ns nepayu, the ring, 
kane. to be thrown at the other player to hurt him. 
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Cat no ]{(; Two •■tuks (figure ffif). saplings, VJJ inches in 
length; <k>i£nnto»i ns tsotMg-ilajii lx mg the sticks for ntrli 
mg the alune mentioned rings. 

Collected In Mr (ieorgi Hunt, who stales that the game is placed 
In jotmg mm 




n* <s-i 

Pin KXS. Oau v rinir dlam l«T Pi taebo* Hwaktalt Indian*. DritUh (VlnmUa cat. no. , J J , 
AlDerkmo Mo»«ura of Natural IMnnry 

Plr tXl Claim- rinir dlamotor S| tarbe* Kvahltill Indiana, Rrittob Colombia cat. no. ,l{, 
Arorri -an SDuenm ot Natural History 

Pin r.Hi Dart for rinir game length 131 Incbra Ka-aklatl In liana, Dritlali C( lambln cat. no 
j |t American Mn-cnm of Natural Hlutory 

Kit ihii Ti- Nawiti British Columhu 

Dr C I Nwitoiulx descnlies the ring ami dirt game under the 
name of kmxo the ring Ih mg trilled kini, ind the stick, dsadsigala 111 
En< li 1 1 ijer has one ring and one atlih 4 to X feet long or more noconllng to 
taste and made of willow partly peeled to show ownership marks There are 
two sides of eiju il nnmbt rs, wh « agree wb > shall first throw the ijuolt like disk. 
Then each side thri w alteru Uely or altogether ns tbej please The ohji-et J» to 
catch the ring either In the air or running along the ground with the stick and 
any or nil can try at one time hut ns nil disks enn he In the air at once this Is 
not usual There Is ii) regular scoring. If one disk Is taught It I* kept until 
the whole ten nre thrown If nil ten nre not caught nt oDe flight or play they 
are throw n V aek to the opposite side The game Is won when oho side catches 
nil ten thrown In one pi iv and the 1 >sers nre chased by winners who first say 
Now we hare nil your hard Now whom will sou send out to take the pay’ 

If o loser eleps out the winners throw their kanl nt this one ns hard as tllej 
can from any distance The victim usually protects himself with a blanket If 
he can catch any In his blanket, he con retaliate. If no one comes out to take 
the penalty the whole side Is chased and thrown at 

B I linden harbor, British Columbia (Cat no 37*107 Free 

Museum of Science and Art, Unnersitv of Pennsylvania ) 
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Perforated lava di=k (figure 085), .» inches in diameter and If inches 
thick. 

Collected in March, 1001, by Dr C. F. New combe, who describes it, 
under the name of Inturiu, as used in a game: 

The Kvrakintl tuiy that the«e stone disks are no longer used According to 
Mt George Hunt, thej weie originally rolled in sets of four of different sires 
and were shot at with hows and arrow s 

Dr Franz Boas, in hi- Kvrakintl Texts," describes a game played 
with tlie-e 'tones between the buds of the tipper world and the myth 
people, i. e., all the animals and all the birds.” The four stones 
wore called, respectively, the mist-covered gambling stone,” the 
“ rainbow gambling stone,” the u cloud-covered gambling stone.” and 
the “carrier of the world." The woodpecker and the other myth 
birds phtjed on one side, and the 
Thunder bird and the birds of the 
upper world on the other, in two 

rows, thus . The gambling 

stones were throw unlong the middle 
between the two tribes of birds, and 
they speared them with their beaks. 

The Thunder biid and the birds of 
the upper world w ere beaten in this 
contest. Tins myth is given as an 
explanation of the reason for play- 
ing the game with the gambling stones. They are called laelae 
Kw 4KIUTL. Xawiti, Briti'h Columbia. (Cat no. 85S51, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

Four wooden darts (figuie G8G), 38 inches in length, in two pairs, 
distinguished by burnt designs. One pair has broad flat points 
and the other tapering blunt points. 

Collected in 1004 b\ Dr C. F. Newcombe, and described by him as 
used in the spear-and-kelp game, sakaqes. 



Fio BR5 Stono gam® ring, diameter, 5 
forties; Kwaklutl (Temiktrfi) Indians; 
eat no SJWT, Free Muaeom of Science 
end Art, Universitr of Pennsylvania 




Fio 8u0 Dart for spear-and-kelp gains length, 3n inches Kwakiutl Indians, British Colombia 
cat no 83*51, Field Columbian Mnaenm 


The game is played liy four players armed with spears. sfikidk’fls, or darts of 
jeliow cedar like the above. there being two sides witii two players to a side. 
The darts are usually pointed with deer shin bones, 6 inches long, Inserted in 
•Memoirs of the Ameilcao Museum of Natural II Is tor J. whole series, v 6. p 295, New 
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tbi Hfllt Mil* and not barlxiL Tlie target* are two plica of kelp 10 to 1*5 feet 
i part. Tbwf con*l«t of some twenty t lerea. the lirgr*it -} ln< bea In diameter 
iui I from that d »wn to Iiks than tltc diameter of a Ann r which lie transversely 
1 1 thi dart thrower Stin llii„ op l>ehiiid tin lunch Is « kelp la*ad whit h 
IniHotir l* hllltn hr the I Hi from the jlivir If n throwir Jimmie* one or 
iu>re kct| both H|x“«r ftnd kelp arc thrown t > him If he ml«w the opjwstte 
rldi throws. Tin winner la lie wh > first p m nil tlie kelp tulie*. 


JIvkaii >euh ba\, i\ n'lunpton (Cat no *17 IS4, I*n*e MnH.mii of 
Science ami krt Umier-Hv of Vuitv«\l\nmii ) 
limp (fipun <**>“) mailt of a con of pnis> wrapped with braided 
cidnr btrh, 12 inches in diamitoi Collected hi the writer in 
1H00 

I)r («eorpt V Dornt • dcxnliO' u panic called dptncchaias 



cat no yew Free Museum of Science and 
Art. Cnlrmltr of Prnnrylrmnl* 

end* at any time bv mutual consent 
the arrows of the opposing aide 


Thl« jnn e N i layed I y young men. 
generally In tlie sj ring or It may 1“ 

I Ivycd at any time of the year The 
ring |dutn(U I* if cedir lark -wound 
tlghtlv and m refill I v hmldetL Two specl 
liens wen collected me of which 1ms 
seen n n«t 1c rat 1 uuim In (laying 
tlu pane two converging line* of from 
als t > ft n men on each *1 !e an f irmat 
Tin mnn at the ii[» x of tlie n nverglng 
lines take* tlie ring In his Unn 1 an l rolls 
It forwanl Is. tween the lines as far as he 
can a* tlie ring liegtna to l>se Its mo- 
mentum and wnl I les preparatory to 
falling all almot at It with an arrow 
(talk hail) from an ordinary bow 
(I lat-itl) When the ring la struck by 
an arrow of nno si le or the other 
(qullah = w Inner) tlie losing side t«r 
over an arrow ns forfeit The g-ime 
r when one alle t r the other has won all 


Doctor Dor«cy describes al-o the paint of 'kutikns — 'harp 'tick 
slanting 

This game 19 played Iv hoys On the side of n hill ten or more 

sharpened sticks are thrust Into the groun 1 nt Intervnla nf from two to three 
lnebew Fach has his In llrldnal set i f sticks, or pool One of the players rolls 
down the slope a large piece of kelp G Inches In length. If It so rolls as to Impale 
itself on one of ll e stlrka of one- of the « ther i layers he withdraws the stick 
from the earth and throws the kelp up In the air and attempts to catch It on 
the point of the stick If successful he retains the stick, which constitutes the 
g- me 


•Game* of Ibe Makati Indiana of Neab Bay The American Antlqinrlan y S3, p 
XH01 


crtixj 
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Xmithi. British Columbia. 

I)r Franz Boas* says: 

The rimes of lli»* N’ootka are Identical with those of the neighboring tribes 
A favorite mtiw Is phynl with bantu, which are rolled o\er tin- ground Tl»n 
a spe.tr Is thrown at them, which must paw through the hoop (nfltiifl'tei 


WASIIUAX STOCK 


"\Vasi«». Xcar Truckee, Xc\ads. 

Dr «T. W. Ilml-on ileeriluM the hoop-ami -spear "ante among thi- 
tribe, tinder the name of pnlnlpaiyaynpu, the hoop lieing called by the 
same name: 


The hoop lx of willow covered with bnrt.ri.ln. 12 Inches In diameter One 
player rolls it rapidly past 111* opponent. win throws at It. Impaling the hoop 
connts'one Seven Is the jrnine. which !•* somites! with sticks. The Imee Is 
railed mnk. 


— ■ Wood fords, Alpine county, California. 

Dr .1. W. Hudson describe-, a man's game in winch a rolling hoop 
of willow is shot nt with arrows bv nn opponent, under the name of 
pululpaiynpj : 


Pulut. hoop ; hntyap. to *lwsit nt. The game ts nisi pis vest bv casting n In nee 
nt a target tamp. 

In another fonn of the same called pulultumpes — paint, hoop : to east 

the hoop Is held In the hand and the opix'neiit endearors to catch between Ills 
fingers the small dirt thrown by Ills opponent. In this game the outstretched 
Ungers occupy the center of the hoop In a variation of this an actual arrow 


Is enst. the opponent t>clng often hurt 
In the baud. 

Yt'MAX STOCK 

Moil st e. Fort Molune, Arizona. 
(Cat. no. C02C4, Field Co- 
lumbian Museum.) 

King of bark, 04 inches in diame- 
ter, wrapped with cord (fig- 
ure OSS) ; and two poles, 12 
feet in length, rounded and 
tapering from butt to tip. 

Collected by Mr John J. Mc- 
Koin, who furnishes the following 
account of the game: 



This game Is played with two poles 

nnd one ring The poles are railed co tool-wn, and the ring eopo-cbo-r.i These 
poles ore respectively marked with one or two circles carved upon the larger 
end. Each player chooses an umpire, who rules upon plays. They then agree 
upon the pole wliUh each Is to have nnd as to who la to make the first trial 
with the ring Suppose n player with the pole marked with oue circle gets 


« Second General Report on the Indiana of British Columbia. Report of the Sixtieth 
Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, p 5S0, tendon. 1891 
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the first trial with the ring. lie then throws the pole at the ring while It Is 
rolling or at eueh point ns he believes the ring will fall the object 1 elng to 
place the pole so that the ring will fall upon It In sneh a manner that the 
umpire standing over the pole at the i»oint where the ring falls an l locking 
perpendicularly downward through the ring can see (he pole This counts I 
jmlnt If the umpire sees loth poles no points are made nnd the plaver with 
the ring tries again lie continues to try until lie makes (he numl er of p< lnts 
agreed upon with the pliycr of the pole marked with two circles In such a 
manner that the grave and dignified umpire making decisions ns before ex 
1 lain cl. decides the point In his favor and awards the ring to him that player 
N _ may make a trial of his skill The player w ho first makes the number of 
imlnts agree 1 upon is declared the winner 

Mohave Colorado nver, Arizona (Cat no 1011G, Peilxuh Mn 
scum of Vmencan Arclrrologr and Ethnolagt 
Implements of ring and pole game, consisting of three rings of bark 
wrapped With twine made of yucca fiber, each about 7 indies in 
diameter (figure GS9) One ring is o\cru rapped with “trips 



of cotton rags of different colors, white red and purple for about 
two-thirds of its circumference There are two pole one perfect, 
r » feet 8 inches in length The other consists of parts of two 
poles which have been cut m half for convenience m transporta 
tion and do not mate Collected bv Dr Edward Pilmer 
Lieut V. W “Whipple U S Army,® describes the following game 
Some of the young men selected a level spot 40 j aces in length, f >r a play 
gToon 1, nnd amused themselves fn their favorite sport with hoop and poles The 
hoop Is f Inches In diameter and made of an elastic cord. The poles are straight 
and about lo feet In length Rolling the hoop from one end of the course two 


•Report* of exploration* and Surrey* to ascertain «be Mont Practicable and EcooomI 
cat Route for a Railroad from the XUaslas ppt nirer to the Pacific Ocean t 1 p 111 
Washington I80O. • 
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person' eha«e it balfyny. and at the same in' taut throw their iiole^ lie who 
succeed!* ill piercing the hoop wins the game 

Walapai. Walapai reservation. Arizona. (Cat. no. 15129. Field Co- 
lumbian Museum. ) 

Ring (figure 690), interior core wrapped with strips of cotton cloth, 
with buckskin outside, 64 inches in diameter; and two cotton- 
wood poles, 12 feet in length. The poles taper to a point and the 
butts are marked differently. 

Two other sets have rings wrapped with cord. One ring (cat. no. 
63311. figure 691) is T inch^uiiftjhaipeter. and another (cat. no 
63315), wrapped with coarse cord, is or*fK»/Ej\Hie diameter. Four 
poles (cat. no. 63314) are 13 feet 8 inches in length. 

These were collected by Mr Henry P. Ewing, who gives the follow- 
ing account of the game, which he describes under the name of tutava : 



Fig 690 Fig CGI 

FlO 601 Gtme ring: diameter. Of inches. Walapai Indians. Arizona cat no ISl?l Field 
Colombian Vnscnm 

FiO 891. Game ring diameter, 7 Inches Walapai Indians, Arizona cat no «BM Field 
Columbian Museum. 

The tu ta-vn game Is placed with two long poles, called m-a a. and i hoop 
called tav-a-chu ta To play, two persons, always men, select a piece of ground 
about 100 feet long and 20 feet w tde, smooth, level, and clear Standing side bv 
side at one end of this tract, facing the other end. the men hold their pole* 
In both hands and start to run toward the other end of the ground As they 
do so the one who holds the hoop throws, or rolls, it along the ground in front 
of them, and as it rolls each throws his pole, end foremost, giving it a sliding 
motion, so that It slides along the ground *for some distance ahead of the rue 
ners The object is to get the hoop to fall so that nue edge of it will re«t on 
the pole, while the other rests on the ground Should this happen, it counts 
the contestant nsmg thit pole 1 Should the hoop fall so that it re«ts over 
the point of the pole, but the pole does not go through it. that counts 4 and 
wins the game. 4 points constituting the game. If the pole goes through the 
hoop it does not count anything and unless the hoop lies fully up on the pole 
It does not count. It will bei-een that this isagame of skill as well as of chance, 
and Is, or was. often played for big stakes — ponies, guns, women, anything, 
everything 

9 The game was very popular with the men. and twenty years ago. when the 
weather was fair, there was not a camp but a game of tu ta-va could t>e seen 
near It all day long It developed the muscles by running and throwing the 
pole. The Indians seldom play this game now 
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1 1 ma Colorado nver, California 
Maj S P Ileintzlcnun 1/ S Irmy, «avs * in 1S53 
\ favorite nnusement » ft plaT called mo-hirp or In Spanish. redendo 
IredondoM It i* played wit! two |*>Ies feet long an Inch and a half in 
diameter Mil j ring wrapped with twine, 4 Inches In diameter One rolls this 
ring along the gronnd an I both run after it j rejecting their poles forward. 
He on whose pofe the ring st ps counts J and lie lias the privilege to roll the 
ring, lour ei utits gan e They do not count when a pole enters the ring Old 
and young chiefs and the « nunon i *- 1 le all take great d light In this game 
They follow it for hours In the hot sun raising clou Is of dust the perspiration 
making their dusky «kins gl »ssy 

\rizona 

Dr H F C ten Kate jr® snxs he saw a group of half naked, 
punted xoung men who wert intent m the game of otoerboek This 
game 1* plated bj two men each armed with a very long wooden pole 
"ho run side bv side. One of them rolls a wooden nng kaptzor rap 
tdlr ahead At the same time thei lia«tilv throw their poles at the 
ring «o that it is stopped He was not certain whether the sticks had 
to lie thrown through the ring or whether the count depended upon 
the particular wav m which the poles lav beside it 

zt NIVS STOCK 

Zcm Znm \ew ‘Mexico (Cat no Son - * Brooklyn In titute Mu 
sum ) 

Ring of bent twig (figure CT>) » inches in diameter wound with 
blue vam and having a piece of blue yarn 18 inches m length 
tied at the point of juncture and a peeled twig 30 inches m 
length painted red and tied with blue jam at four places equi 
distant along its length Collected bv the writer in 1903 
The game is called tsikonai ikodinakia ring play the ring is 
called antsikomi and the stick Mamta*haiko*hai long stick far 
pi i\ One man has the ring which he rolls. and the other the tick, 
winch lie throws after it IVlien the stick penetrates the ring it 
counts according to the particular string on the stick against which it 
lies as howi) in figure f O'* In going out to play the player earr , es 
the ring ii=pen led over his shoulder 1 v the end and the stick bel 1 
upright m hi right hand 

Mrs Matilda Cose Stevenson describes the game of holkamopne 
Implement* tw lender slicks, e-uh pn«*ed throufib a piece of <1 rncoli. the 
stick fchnntiwl nt one eol and having two hawk plumes Inserted In the other 
end I llofyucvi ribbons l figure C031 


* lloate of Repre*entatlres Executive Ixxmmep 6 Tfclrtj Jeurtli Congress. third 
session IS 7 p 4® See si so Ueat W U Emory In Peport of the Tulted tuin ud 
Mexican Boundary Surrey rip. Ill Washington. ISo 

• Peiien en Onderxoekingrn In Ncord Amrrlks p 10« Leiden. IHSj 
Z nBl Came*. Amerlran Anthropologist, n. a., r 5. p 491 1901 
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Tbe yucca ball la placed on the ground and tlie sticks arc thrown at it from 
a short distance The ball must l»e penetrated If the first player strikes the 
ball, the stick is allowed to remain In place until the other pirtj plays If 
both sticks strike the ball, it is n draw. If the second stick fails to strike, it 
remains where It falls and the first player remores his stick from the ball 
and throws again. The one who strikes the ball the greater number of times 
■wins the game. 



Ilfi'kdmonue Is one of the rao«t precious games of the Zuill. it being among 
those offered to tbe Gods of War at the winter solstice The game is frequently 
played for rains, and. when It occurs In this connection sacred meal is sprinkled 
on the ground before the ball Is placed; the one who first penetrates the ball 
lifts It by the stick, and, draw lug -a breath from It, offers thanks to the gods 
that the' rains ore soon to come 

RING AND PIN 

Tlie game which I liave designated as ring and pin has a wide dis- 
tribution, similar to that of the hoop-and-pole-game, of which, as I 
have stated in the introduction, it may be regarded as a miniature and 
solitaire form. In the former game the ring or target is attached to 
a thong or cord by means of which it is swung m the air, the object 
being to catch it upon a pin or dart fastened to the other end of the 
thong. It is analogous to the well-known European game of cup and 
ball (Fr. bilboquet), in which the ball may be caught either in the cup 
or upon the pointed end of the catching implement. I have employed 
the name of ring and pin, suggested by Dr George A. Dorsey, as a 
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nutter of convenience foi the American game although rings are 
"mong the objects least frequentlv used In point of fact, the targets 
are of the greatest possible varieti , both in form and material rang 
mg from a single hide ring among the Tewa (llano) to strings of 
imbricated phalangeal bones ( \lgonquian Vthapascan, and Siouan 
tribes) salmon bones (Hnpa Porno Umatilla Shasta) pumpkin 
rinds (Pima AIoha\e) and finalh to single objects jierforated with 
holes, such as the skulls of small rodents (Eskimo, 
PaiUte), bone copies thereof (Eskimo), setl bones 
(Eskimo, Claaoquot Kwakmtl Alakah) or ball- 
of tule (Klamath Thompson Indians Pamte) and 
bundles of pme twigs (Micmac Pas. amaquodih 
PenoJjscot) and moon liair (Penob cot) When 
we examine the games placed -with strings of 
phalangeal bones, from among the northern range 
of tribes ( Vlgonquian Athapascan and Siouan), 
the mo t ntimerou'h repn-ented m our present 
collection we dia^oier that the number of Ixmes is 
not constant aarvmg from three to nine and that 
not mfrequenth thea are pierced with transier-e 
holes ami numbered In means of notches from I lie 
bones neare«t tin. pm end These notches deter 
mine the count 

A pn.tt\ constant feature of this game is a flip 
of huckslan or other material nttiched to the ex 
treme end of the string This fl ip is perforated 
with holt's which a an in iiiimlxr, ami usiialli has 
a large hole in the centir In tin Cm game (fig 
un 70o) there is tlie fljp done, a di k of stiff buck 
skin with twenta tlim hob's the dintt analogue 
of the netted hoop In the Siouan games tin fl tp 
is replaced with strings of pla-s bead w lilt h count 
according to the number nuglit Tlit Inn! 'kin 
'iimifsin a ve-tigi il form in the 7\ mnebago ganu 
(figure 710) ns a pirn of ribbon in that of the 
Sauk and Foxes (figure 713) and again as n tuft 
Ifm In! ' tltnt * of hair m the Unntdla salmon Ixme game (figure 

731) Tin buck km disk 'iirMU*s al-o ns tlie prm 
cipal feature of the cedar Ixuigli ganu of tin Pas-nmaquoddi Tin 
Eskimo game, placed with a small netted hoop (figure f 17) winch I 
ha\e included among the games of hoop ami pole occupies a position 
midwaa lietween the hoop ganu jirejier and the ring and pm games 
The strings of salnuin lxine an directh analogous to the phalangeal 
1 (urn's, the f=a mi being trut of tin Pima on 1 \fo!medi ksof pumpkin 
nnd In general the materia! of thi target dcjxrnds upon thcculture 


♦II lnrheg- *hrlD0 Of 
LiMlo Firo »o<rlet]r 
ZnBl \w Mexico 
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The rabbit and liare skulls occur among both the Farate and the Es- 
kimo. As is natural, the greatest variation from what may be re- 
garded as the original type is found among the latter people, who 
copy the hare skull in ivory and make from the same matenal other 
implements representing the polar bear and fish. The ball of tide 
is found among nearly contiguous tribes. The cedar-twig and moose- 
liair target of the eastern Algonquian tribes is analogous to the arch- 
cry target of the Crows and the Gros\entres (figure 301). 

Wire needles are now employed in the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Oglala, 
and other Algonquian and Siouan tribes, but originally they were all 
of wood or hone. 

The counts are extremely varied In the phalangeal-bone game 
the bones count progressively from the one nearest the pin. The 
loops of beads count 1 or 10; the holes in the leather, 2 or 4; the 
large central hole, more The total count of the game also varies 
from 2, 4, 30, or 100, the commonest number, up to 2,000. The game 
is played both for stakes and as a child’s amusement. The players 
are usually two in number, women and girls, or a youth and a girl, as 
suggested by its name of “ love game ” (Cheyenne) or the “ lovers’ 
game ” (Penob-cot). Mr Cushing informed me that in Zuiii a phallic 
significance was attached to the ring and pin. This corresponds with 
the symbolism of the hoop-and-pole game and serves to strengthen 
and confirm the theory I have advanced as to their interdependence. 
An object analogous to the nng-and-pin game of the Zuiii is found 
in a stick with a ring attached by a cord (figure 694), from an an- 
cient shrine of the Little Fire society at Zuni, in the Brooklyn Insti- 
tute Museum. The ring represents the net shield of the War Gods, 
and the object may be considered as tho ceremonial antetype of the 
nng-and-pin game. 

ALGONQUIAN STOCK 

AiLirAno. Wind Kiver reservation, Wyoming. (Cat. no. 369S1, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 
Four phalangeal bones (figure 695), each with ten perforations, 



Flo 698 Chetguetftt, length of Implement. 16* Inches Arapaho Indians, Wind River reserva- 
tion Wyoming cat no 91981, Free Moqpnro of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

strung on a thong with a needle attached. The bone nearest the 
needle has three cuts on one side; the next, four; the next, five, 
and the last, six. Five beaded loops are at the end opposite the 
needle. 
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Another «et (cat no 369o2) in the «ame collection has three bones, 
each with eight lateral perforations. One bone has «even 
notches another two, while the third is plain Seven beaded 
loops and a similar brass ring are attached at the end opposite 
the needle 

Still another ^et (cat no 369*13) has fonr bones, not perforated Iat 
erally, with two three, four, and five transver-e cuta, and three 
antelope hoofs at the end opposite the needle 

\U the<e are implements for the game of clietguetat. Collected 
br the writer in 1900 

Cketenve Oklahoma (Cat. no li833S, United State-, National 
Museum ) 

Four phalangeal bone-, of the deer perforated, and pierced with lat 
era! perforations and marked with one two three and four 
scratches strung on a beaded cord with an iron needle attached 
and having eight loops of red glass beads on the end opposite the 
needle 

The*o specimens were collected bv Mr Louis L. Meeker when 
teacher of manual training in the Clievenne school Darlinetou 01 la 
homa who furni hed the following particulars concerning it in a 
communication on Cl evenne Games made to the United State* Bu 
rean of Vmencan Tthnologa 

The ol to-nU-dnt or thrusting game of tl e Therenne is played with tl e four 
phnlance-ii hones from the fore or tie tin I feet of a deer fVrmetlme* two of 
the hones are from a fore foot and two from a bind for t. lut this seer * to be 
only w hen a new set Is made of two old ones, part of which are 1 roken. 

I_irh lione Is pierced with four rows of hole* four In n row alront tv|us! 
lUtmces ap irt. each row hems o ■ one of the face* of a hone for the Iione* are 
woraewhnt rjua Inngular 

There Is n email loop called an earring, he-wu* sis. attached on eltlrer *1 le 
of one end of coch l>one ly putting the coni of which It I* mad tl n 12b one 
of the holes or thrrugb very email boles nearer the ed-c a d jlerred f r that 
purpose 

Tl us prepared the fonr tone* are strung I ke hea Is rn a lnck«kln string or 
on n strand of liea l.s strung on sinews. Tire larger end f eacl lone |s t wont 
the woo en f of t lie -stri ng, to wfjfrfi fa air's fief a moflV or pf«e of wire n fro it 
G Inches I ? re end of wl I ti U oiled to make an eye f which tls string Is 
fast ted it L« gen*r-illj unlerrteod that rig nally this needle or bodkin was 
of l» ne and was used for piercing deerskin to «at It With sinews. Large Its n s 
wen at*. u*ed 

Tire en I of the string or strand of trea Is opposite tl at t which the notslle Is 
atta bed is erm posed of a hunch of loops, toad like Ibe earll C* <f «lna»T 
generally If not always Rtran„ with treads.. The nnn ler floor* rnry so 
that the t nnch may be sufll A 1 tly large to prereot Ibe tone* from silpj In? t IT 
Perhaps tpn lo. p* Is the pn per nnmlrer 

In the Hlnstrall n III -sen I" va “Pipe woman " a camp trvlian. I« seat st on 
a roTernneut blanket with Its pans In her hand rva ly to throw fflgnte i“» J 

Tbc needle i* held In the rlgt t band almost pen faahlon, but against the 
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side of the forefinger at the joint next the nail The coll that forms the eye 
of the needle is up, and the other end or point of the needle is where the point 
of the pen would be, hut the needle is held close to the eye that the point may 
project as far as possible 

The string passes along the under side of the needle , the strand of bones bang 
down; the tassel of loops is held by tbe thumb and forefinger of tbe left hand, 
which loosen It at the proper moment for a slight movement of tbe right band 
to swing It upward and forward until the chain of bones Is In a horizontal 
position In trout of the player. The needle is then thrust forward along the 
string on which the bones are strung, with the Intention of catching one of the 

If It passes lengthwise through the first bone. It counts 10; through tbe 
second one, 20; the third. 30, and tlic fourth, 40. Should It enter the end of 



counts 50 : or some say it counts 5 or 10 for each loop through « lilt li the needle 
passes. This, and giving a i •articular value to each hole, is either nn Innova- 
tion or n manner of counting In u«e only among older pi lyers Children and 
ordinary players count the same for any hole and 50 for the end loops. 

When more thin two ptaj. each side takes turns, and each player on a side, 
but It ts not -lushed from one to another until there Is a throw that does not 
count 

Cacti side has fifty stick*- which are passed tack nnd forth ns the play pro- 
gresses. When one side lias all the sticks, live game is endfik It l* said that 
In olden Jitues the sticks were redistributed and the game continued until 
exactly noon, when the party baring fewest sticks prepared a fea«t for alt 
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CiirVFNvr Oklahoma (Cat no 1F< 10 Free Museum of ^cimo. 

and \rt UmveMU of Ptnnultimm ) 

I otir ] ill n In a i Ikhun of n deer. ptlfortud and pierced with lateral 
perforations nnd mtrkid with two tlneo four, and fi\e red 
punted not die- inutg on n thong with an iron nwlle attached 
(figure f')T) File loojw of blue gla«> lieiuls are attached to tin 
( tid opposite the ncidh 
Collected In MrCmirp F Starr 

knottier specimen (cat no lbfS2) in the same collection is id<n 
ticil in form with the ilmw except that tlie bom-' hnu one two, 
tlim, nml foui notclus 


Fio nr 



N ltnnU.1 1 length of In | lenient Sl| li cht* Cheyenne Indian*, Oklab m a rat, no 
l"*lo rrro Muvuin I Mnn and Art. I nlnnltf of Pnu>rlrul> 


\ not In r specuiun in the United States \ntionul Mii->oiiiii (cat no 
1< »S00) collected In Ifei II It Voth is practical!! identical m its. 
detiih with the preceding 

Oklahoma (Cat no OT-4S7, Field Columbian Museum ) 

I our phalangeal bones of n de r |n_r/ora(ed and pierced and strung 
on beaded cord to wlmb in iron needle is attached At the other 
etui of the cord are loops of strung lxad=, two pink three green 
and out a ellow 

Collected ba Her II It Votli w ho describes tlu game as follows 
These 1 nines are used Ir tie \rapabo as net] as tie Cheyenne In n game 
wl loll i> sometimes called the l«we game The wire l>odkin la taken lu the 
right lianil and pointed borlzont llv forward. The four tones are then swung 
forward and tl e hodkin is dexten usly thrust thr u"h the perf >rnfIons of oi e or 
more of them eich of which represents a certain value The great aim of the 
1 layer Is to catch all the four hones horizontally on the needle at one time 
Col Richard Irnng Dodge* sa\s 

Tl e Cheyenne women haTe another game of which they are passionately fon L 
Small white be ids are strung on a sinew 12 or 14 Inches long at one end are 
l stened in n bmuh six loops about an Inch In diameter of smaller beads elm! 
larlj strong. Tour |Kll«hed bones of the bears foot ore then strung on this 
lieu led string the smaller ends toward the loojts Each of these bones Is per 
fora ted with sixteen holes in rows of four anl at each end are two or three 
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very email loop-3 of red beads The other eml of the sinew is now fastened 1o a 
sharpened piece of wire, 6 to 7 inches long, and the gambling instrument is 
complete. 

The game is played by any number of plavei* each in tutu The needle is 
held horizontally between the thumb aud fingers The bones hanging down me 
steadied for an Instant then thrown forw.nd and upward, and •»» thej come 
opposite the point of the needle a rapid thnv-t nude If the pli\er lie skill 
ful the point of the needle nil) catch lu some of the loops or pci foi.it ions of 
the bones Tor each loop at the lower ext remit} of the instrument caught by 
the needle the player counts 100 Relug put together in a bunch, it is rate 
that more than two or thiee are taught, though alt six inn be One of the 
bones caught lengthwise on the needle cnuuts 25; two of) Each little loop 
and perforation penetrated liv the needle counts 3 Though the complications 
are numerous, the count is simple Thus supiiose the needle p issed through a 
little loop on the third Imne (3) then through the bone (2ol then through a 
little loop at the other end of the bone (31. then through a loop on fomth 
bone (5), awl final!} through three of the terminal loops CXKii, the count for 
the throw is the sum of nil (340) I have never seen oicr 300 imde at a 
throw, though it Is of course possible to rnnko over Con If the needle misses 
or falls to [lerforute loop or orifice, there Is no count The game is usually 200). 

Chippewa. Bois foil, near Rmm river. Minnesota. (Amencan 
Museum of Natural History.) 

Cat. no. T ^. Tapering bundle of cedar leates (figure W>8). tied 
■with cotton thread. 7 inches in length, hating a wooden pin at- 
tached by a cotton cord. 

The game is called napawagan. Catching the bundle counts 1 
point. 



Pig (Wl 

Fro «w. NSpawSgin. length of bundle 7 Inches Chippewa Indians. Bob fort Minnesota, 
eat no t n t , American Mnsenm of Natural History 

FiQ h * 9 Napaw&gtn length of bones. If inches Chippewa Indians. Bo is fort. Minnesota; 
cat no zl?s. Amencan Museum Of Natural History 

Cat. no. T?|hr- Seven phalangeal bones (figure fiPO). strung on a 
buckskin thong having a wire needle attached at one end, and a 
metal button with a pear-shaped piece of buckskin, having n 
vertical slit in the middle and weighted with four small pieces of 
lead at the edge, at the other: length of bones. 7| inches. 
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The game is called jupawagun like the aboi e Catching anv bone 
but the one nearest the button counts 1 the la=t bone 10, the hole in 
the leather, 1 , and a hole in the button 20 
Both specimens were collected bi Dr William Jones m 1903 
Cnn-PEw v Wisconsin 
Prof I I Ducatel * sal •> 


Pa«knhwewog l» 



■t of “cup-and ban," In which a pin la u«ed In- 
stead of the ball and Is caught ly a similar 
arrangement to our game on Its point 

Turtle mountain North Dakota 

(Cat no American Mu 

«cum of Natural Hirtory ) 
Tour bone-, (figure 700) ends of long 
bones painted red strung on a thong 
with a wooden pm painted red, at 
tached at one end and a triangular 
piece of buckskin cut with diamond 
length Id inches. 

Collected bv Dr B ilium Tones who 
gives the name of the game as napaaga 
nagi 

Catching i l*one count, 1 point catching 
the center 1) le in the dandle wins the game 
the other 1 oles In the dangle do not count 


Ontario 

Sir David BotIp* describe an old Chippewa 
game plaved for gambling purposes 

It consists of seven conical bones strung on a leather 
thong about S Inches long which bas fastened to it at one 
end a sinill piece of fur and at the other a hickory pm 3J 
Inches long (figure "01} The came was played by catch 
Ing the pin near the ben L swing ng the bones upwards, 
and Irvin- to insert the point of the pin into one of them 
before tliev descended. Each bone Is said to hate pos 
«As«ed a l ilue of its own the highest value being placed 
on the lowest tone or the one nearest to the hind In 
playing This bone hn« also three holes near the wide 
end and to laser! the pin into any of these entitled the 
player to an extra number of points Above each hole Is 
a series of notches numbering respectively 4 6. and 0 which were presumably 
the value attached. The one Id our possession was presented by Mr 

J Wood, an intelligent and influential member of the Mbudsanga band, near 
Hagersville 



Fig "01 Pepenggun* 
Kuo. Cbippesra Ind 
ana. Ontario (rot 
Boyle 


•A Fortnight among the Chippewa*. The Indian Miscellany p. 305. Albany IS" 7 
• Fourth Annual Report of the Canadian Institute p So Toronto 1591 
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Mr Boyle gives the name as pe-pcng-gun-c-gun, stabbing a hollow 
bone. 

Cree. Cotby, Saskatchewan. (Cat. no. 15459, Field Columbian 
Mu«eum.) 

Eight phalangeal bones strung on a thong, with a wire needle. 6} 
inches in length, at one end. nml an oblong flap of buckskin. 0} 
inches in length, jierforated with 14 holes, at the other (figure 

702). 

These were collected by Mr Phillip Towne, who describes the game 
under the name of tapa whan, stringing the bone cups: 

Tbe object of the came ts to catch one or more of the Iwne cups on the point 
Of tbe t«»!klii or to thrust tbe bodkin Into a bole In the buckskin thong: The 
game Is of CO points, which may he made os follows One for each hone cup or 
bole, except the two center holes In the buckskin thong, which count 20 To 
cause the bodkin to enter one of the four small holes In the Inst lump cup is 
equivalent to game. 



Fig WO. Cup and pin, total length of implement. «0 inches. Cree Indians, Saskatchewan cat. 
no ism Field Colombian Siosenin 

— - — Union Lake reserve, Saskatchewan. (Cat. no. 15130, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Nine phalangeal bones, painted blue, strung on n thong, with a long 
wire needle, 19} inches in length, at one end, and a diamond- 
shaped flap of buckskin, 5 inches in length, perforated with 
fifty-two small holes and a larger hole in the middle, tied at the 
other end (figure 703). Collected by W. Sibbold. 

Muskowpetung reserve, Qu’appelle, Assiniboia. (Cat. no. 

01993, Field Columbian Museum.) 



636 OAMIS OJ TIIF NORTH AMI Rtf' AN INDIANS |crti *-tx it 

Eight phalingml bones* strung on n thong with a wire needle, '>} 
indies long at one* end and n nap of buckskin perforated with 
holes with n luge hole in the center, it the other (figure 701) 
The bone unrest the flap is stained gm n and lias its uppe r edge 
Mrratid Tlie other liones are plain 
The*** were collected he Mr. I \ Mitchell who furm-hed the fol 
lowing account of the game under the name of u-ipahwhan 
II ijcd 1 1 either men or « omen there teeing no limit to the number or i lijers. 
The leoelkln Is hotl In either hand tlie buckskin ii| pen luce l*elng hell In tie 
e | l«)sitc hetnel ngitnst the elbow with lh« needle pointed upward. Tin whole 



Fe an \ip»hwhao toUllMiifth. *t inch.* Crecjallfiu A«*niU> a cat. r >. eUFfl. Field 
ColnenUan Mqvoo 

string Is then swung outward and upward, the object being to eratch one or tlie 
whole of the cups as ther iU-hci 1 c n tlx joint of the needle or felling In this 
to cause the needle to pass through one or more of the holes In the leather tag 
Of the mips each counts _ except the blnc-grcen one which la called the 
w|uaj chi B an Inst lorn tlilll it score* game not takes all the stakes. Tlie 
holes In the tag have special values according to position and combinations of 
these holes also hare certain counting values 
Tie game Is one valued very highly tv tlie Indians ant one which they are 
more loath to part « 1th than with iu »t>t others. 



Fig "06. Tefctapl length of stick. 9| Inches t>»e Ind an*. W nd River reservation Wyomlng- 
cat no 31CI Free Museum of Science and Art. Cnjrersej of Pennsylvania 

Ckee Wind River reservation Mvommg (Cat no 370 Of 1 Tree 
Museum of bctence anti Yrt University of Pennsvhama ) 
Disk of rawhide 31 inches in diameter, painted v el low ind per 
fori ted with holes attached bv a thong to a pointed stick 
inches* in length (figure 7Cb) 

Collected bj the writer in 1900 from an Indian of Riel s band who 
gate the name as teheapi 

Played Indiscriminately by both sexes as a gambling game The middle hole 
counts 10 and the others 2 
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Dn.iw ai>i>. Ontario. 

Dr Daniel G. Brinton - pvrs nn account of tin* follow in" frame ns 
docrrilied to liltii I iv Rev. Albert Seqaqktnd Anthony : 

Qu t'unallls. lu thK n hnlfoiv Imiiels nttactied tij n string to n pointed stkh 
The slick Is held In ttie himl, and Die tmne Is throw n tip t>> a 1 iplil mowiiiciil, 
nml the game Is to catch the lione. while In motion, nn the pointed end of the 
Stir k It was n jrunbthlg giine. often placed hr mlults 

GitusM'xnttH. Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (Cat. no. SGiCG. 
Free* Mn'cnm of Science and Art. University of IVnnsyl- 

/ '■‘""'■O 

Fottr phalangeal lames. j>erfor.ilcil nt lop nml Ixittom. strung on a 
thong with fiw* loops of tfoloml lic.uls at one cimI ami a lua-s 
needle at the other (figure TOG). The twines are u nuked on one 
sirle with ten. nine, eight, nml sewn notches; length. 12} inches. 
Collected by Dr George A. Dorsey, who describes the game ns fol- 
lows, umlor the name of tsnitkiisha: 

A game nail favorite pastime among joung turn and women, awl t-o often 
culled the malrlmniil.il game The object of the g.iino Is to eiteti tut the jxdiit 
of the long bodkin one or more of the Nme c tips made from the toe I rones of 



*1 Tmltkoftlm length of lmpieun'nt, 2J iraibcs Orosventro Indians. Fort Belknap reservn 
Montana- cat no IWVHI. Frr« Mawim of Science and Art University 'if PenusUvonta 


deer; or, f tilting In this, one or more of the loops of lieniled tin end l'.lcli cup 
is mnrked on one side with Incised ptrallel lines, these detci mine Its Milne and 
so the count on each cup caught, each hxip also counting 1 The uumbei of 
cups nnd loops turles in difTereut s]>eOnieus fotn being the most common 
nttoiber. 

Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (Cat no. 11027$. <>02$G, 

G0351, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Four phalangeal bones, perforated at both ends and having dotted 
incisions in the middle, strung on a thong with a needle at one 
end and a loop of colored glass beads at tlie other. 

Three phalangeal bones, similar to tlie above, but with transi erse 
notches instead of holes. 

Four phalangeal bones, similar to the above. 

These were collected by Dr George A. Dorsey in If) 00. 

■ Folk lore of the Modern Lem pc Fssaj« of Jin Americanist, p 186, rhflidelpbin 1S0B. 
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Mr*si#«G\ 2* ew Credit, Ontario (Cat uo 178387, United State* 
Vntioml Muslim ) 

Ho Peter Jones* figure* n game similar to enp and ball The 
•Rtnal specimen (figure 707) pti*U in the United States National 
Museum, and consists of nine plnlan 
gdl bones Mrung on a them" with n 
wooden pm 

■ It iet- like, Ontario 
G C-opwm 1 *«ts 

The Tossing 1 lay lx n Rfirae seldom seen 
nraonj the whiles |( )x |hjed In tie wlsr 
wnui There lx used In It nn oldotig hi) t 
mode of rtxlar lx uclix, of length, say about 7 
Inches. On the top Is fastened tt «trlu» six ut 
1" In lei* tot IT ter which the hnot I« swum. 
On tl • iher eul <f tuts firing is another «Ueh 25 Inches long and ahnrpty 
imfnted. Til* Lx lielJ la the hunt and If the i H>er can hit lh«* Itrire Mlik 
every tluie It falls on the sharp one he win* tlooe piny Is auotlver In 1 »>r 
monsentent so called because the nrtlelex tix<xl are made of the hoof Joint h* nex 
of the deer The ends are hollowed out and from three to teu axe strung to- 
gether In ploying It tl ey use the some klu 1 *>f sharp stick the end of which 
Is thrown Into the hones 

MovrwsAis Lake St John, Quebec. (Peabcxlt Mnsenm of Ainer 
lean Archaologj and Ethnology ) 

Cat no G232C String of eight large worled phalange il bones, 
strung on twine, with a bone pm at one end and a wild cit tail 
tied nt the other length 201 inches 



FlO u" Pimlnngml lna« pmr 
l wph lfty lwtwxi itixslsnag* Infll 
anx, Ontario cut- tin lhor* United 
State* National Mnwnm 



Cat no C2327 String of phalangeal bones (figure 70S), similar to 
the above, but strung on a thong and hating a rabbit skin roll 
tied at one end length 20) inches The top bone has four 
holes near its uppei edge Both collected bj Mr Archibald 
Tisdale about 189° 

•History of the OJebway Indians Bg T pi facing p 135 t/>ndon 1801 
‘The Traditional History lad Characteristic Sketchea of the OJIbway Nation p 65 
JiostoD 1951 
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Moxtacvais. Labrador. 

Henry Yonle Hind • writes an follows: 


One evening during our return I i>l«encd Michel, who was always doing 
something when In enrap. unking some little dl«ks of nooil, with n hole In eneb, 
Arid stringing them on n niece of (cither; he attached n thin strip of w owl to 
the end of the string, a tut. with I»u is. was soon engaged In a game similar to 
«»ur Cup and IJnll Upon enquiry 1 found 
that the game was common among his people, 
ml was frequently played by them at their 
lodges 

According to his description, the apparatus Is made In ox 
actly the same winner as the Nab hoh-wnh-tnh of the OJIb 
ways, or t!>e Rime of tsmos (the Nah hah wnh gun-nuk) The 
Xoh hah wall gun nuh, or Instrument with which the game Is 
played. Is constructed In the following manner. — 

The Ixmics arc made from the hoof of the deer, or caribou, 
and made to flt one within tlx? other to the number of twelve, 
the one nearest to the hand when the Instrument Is held for 
play being the largest. A bote Is l>or«l through the center of 
eicb, and the I .ones are strung ti|«n sinew or a short deer skin 
thong, at one 
end of the 
thong a bone 
needle or skew- 
er Is attached, 
and at the 
other extrem 
Ity n piece of 
leather. 4 
Inches long 
and 1| wide, 
cut Into the 
shape of On 

holes are made 

In the piece of leather, which Is called the toll, and four holes are drilled Into 
the last 'bone' The thong Is weighted with a piece of lend close to the tall, 
the last bone slipping over It The players agree upon the stakes, which are 
placed before them In the lodge, and one of them takes the bones and begins 
to play Ills object Is to catch as many as he can on the needle or skewer In 
n certain number of trials ; the last bone. If caught singly in one of the boles 
drilled In It. counts the highest- if the tall Is caught It also counts next to the 
last hone 

The other hones count 1 each, and n skillful player will sometimes catch 8 or 
10 at one throw 



Nascafee. Ungavj, Labrador. (Cat no. 3214, United States Na- 
tional Museum.) 

Fire cones of polished bone (figure 709), made of phalangeal bones, 
strun" on a thong, with the tail of some small animal fastened 

• explorations la the Interior of the Labrador Peninsula, v. 1, p. 277, London, 1S83. 
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It seems quite lni[io«sit.lo to pot n t’wls constructed from these wal-dee The 
Inilltus " ill (Ic'-erllx* mh h it t'wl* and pronii«e faithfully to tmko one. oven 
resenting any insinuation* tlut the} are afraid to do so Tholr promise. never 
thole-s. for «li i to or reason. remain* unfulfilled 

pAssoiMjronin. Pleasant Point. Mu me, 

I)r A. S. GnNchet writes from Haddock. Not a Scotia, August 28, 
1SW>: 

1 he eriTjtreon touph panic l« ntiknown mnoitp the M 1cm so of Cape Hrelon. 
where I «ni now. hut I heard of it at Pleasant Point, Ve It Is called tu'tmsh 
(plural, tutua'shek) Not only the pine specie* furnishing the twigs is called 
m. hut also the twigs or needles hrnhen off from it to play the giuie with, mid 
nl«o the panic itself The twigs, not over 4 or 3 Inches long, nre made to dauco 
on n table or other !e»el object, and 




Pevob.scot. Iveuneliuukport. -• . 

Maine. (Cat. no. 
l") IOC.. Free ilu scum 

of Science mid Art. „ , , . , 4 v _ 

. , _ . Fin Til Artf«il« length of rone.sj Inches, Pen- 

L lincrMtV Of l OIlllsJ 1 ob*cot Indians Kennel.onkpcrt Maine, cat 
I no IMOfl. Froo Museum ot Sciene* nnd Art, 

‘ CnlTeralty ot Penrutylrnnln 

Implement for a game (figure 

711), consisting of a pointed stick. 0$ inches in length, attached 
by a thong to a cone-shaped object SJ inches m length, made by 
wrapping le»\es of Arbor rittr with thread. The wrapping 
properly should l>e of eehkin. 

Collected by Mr Henry C. Mercer, who describes it under the name 
of artooi:?. 

Old town. Maine. (Cat. no. 4S.J37. Peabody Museum of Amer- 
ican Arcbicologv 

■ i i and Ethnology ) 
Implement for a game 

N. \ scribed bt the col 

1 lector under the name 

s' ‘ "s. of ahduis, and con- 

f ^** y _ _ r — sisting of a pointed 

Flo T1S, Ahdu’is, length of cone, 1 inches. Penolacot In bone ilbotlt 8 inches 

dinn9, Oldtoim, Sfame. c*t m. *SZri\P,*l>ody Museum , n l en oth attached 

ot American Archeology and Ethnology , 0 * , 

by a thong 14 inches 

in length to the tip of a cone-shaped object of moose hair. 7 
inches in length 

Collected bj Mr C. C. Willoughby, who kindly furnished the fol- 
lowing description: 

AlwlnMs is the lover's* game Thi“ game Is played with a very “harp-pointed 
bone, some S inches loug, and it roll of moose hair somewhat shorter, of conical 


Flo T1S, Ahdu’is, length of cone. 7 inches, Penulscot In 
dians, Oldtown, Maine, cat no ASST, Peabody Museum 
of American Archeology and Ethnology 
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A Crescent City Indian, whom the w rlter met nt Areatn, C.U , gave the name 
of this game 11 s tsluk, while a Slad river (TVlshoshnnl Indian at Blue lake 
called it ret-char-I-wa ten 



FlO. 711. Kiolkis; length of stick, 12 inches: Ilopn Indians, Hupa valley, California; cat. bo. 

K3M, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

Dr J. W, Hudson described the preceding game under the name 
miltokot, “ with to stab.” 

A bone awl held In the right hand Jabs nt a tightly rolled bunch of grass 
thrown up on the end of a string. As long ns n player succeeds, he continues. 
There nre ten counters Tlie game is common between youths and maids, and 
Is said to symbolise the desire for n partner. The grass ball Is often replaced 
by fish vertebra?. 

Kawciiodinne. Fort Good Hope, Mackenzie. (Cat. no. 857, United 
States National Museum.) 

Eight phalangeal bones (figure 715). noticed and polished down to 
conical form, strung on a thong, having a heart-shaped piece of 
buckskin with thirty-two holes cut in it attached at one end and a 
polished bone needle, 7$ inches in length, at the other; total 
length, 26 inches. Collected by Maj. R. Keimicott. 



Pio 715 Pbftlangriil bone game, length of implement, 88 inches, Kawcbodlnne Indians, Port 
Good Hope, Mackenzie, cat no 857, United Stales National Museum 

Tulin gciiadinne Fort Rae, Mackenzie (Cat. no. 10844. Mu«eum 

of the State University of Iowa.) 

The late Dr Frank Russell,® the collector, wrote under “ ecagoo ** in 
liis catalogue of ethnological material secured in the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s territory : 

No 10.8-14 consists of three small pieces of bone [figure 730] rudely fashioned 
In hollow cones through which passes a slender thread of twisted sinew Each 
cone Is 15 Inches long and 08 inch In diameter nt the larger end. They are 

■Explorations In the Far North State University of Iowa, p 181, 1898 
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middle line must be caught The three holes on the neck of the bear are 
double, one crossing rertieallj, the other slanting backward, but both ending 
In one hole on the neck After the mouth has been caught upon the stick the 
vertical hole In the neck Is the next then the oblique one, and so on down the 
middle line of the animal's body If, In the first part of the game, the player 



Fia 717. Ivory earring representing head of fox, used in the game ajegaung pj, Central 
Eskimo Cumberland sound, Baffin land, FranUIn, cat no IVASSaO, Museum fiirYaiherkunde, 
Berlin; from Boas 

Fid. 718. Ivory camng representing polar bear, used In the game of ajegaung 3,3- Central 
Eskimo, Cumberland Bound, Baffin land, Franklin, cat.no IV A 68 19, Museum filr VOlkerkonde, 
Berlin, from Boas 

misses twice, he must give up the pieces to his neighbor, u ho then takes his turn 
In the second part he Is allowed to play on as long aS he catches In any hole, 
even If It be not the right one, but os soon as he misses he must give it up. 
After haring caught one hole he proceeds to the next, and the player who first 
finishes all the holes has won the game 


24 eth — 05 
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Eskimo (Ovnrvt ) King" ripi, Tl<pnl-< lav, K« uitin (C'nf in 
101$**, United Mite* National ViiH-iitn } 


Iton (figure 720), II imho- in length perfnntnl with hole— 

mill hiving nil norv pm I niche- m Imgtli stitarlml at top h\ 
u -iiini -trmg 



Thi« specimen wia collected bi Opt CborJe> Francis IlaU, U S 
\bu, who sn>" * 

\ f lrorltp fcin» nns thit of nil on 1 tall 

• \ormtlTe of I ho Soponil \rclic ripodltloH p. 01 \V**hla?ton IS'** 
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Eskimo (Labrador) Ungava bay. Labrador. (United States Na- 
tional lliiaeum ) 

Cat no 00227. Skull of a hare hav ing several holes drilled in the 
upper part, with a radios of a hare attached by a thong (figure 
724) Collected by Mr Lucien 31 Turner. 

Cat. no. 3478 Similar skull with butte attached, but with no perfora- 
tions in the cranium 

Fort Chmio. Labrador 

3Ir Lucien 31 Turner* =a}>. 

A favorite game something like cup ami loll Is played with tbe following 
Implements A piece of Ivory i« shaped Into the form of an elongate cone and 



Fro *— 1- *'knll used in the f»JM of areptajig 1 1 length 3) tncb«: Lahrm dor Eshiito, Ua£BV* 
tmj <nt no»Er fluted Suite* > Museum from Bass. 

has rso deep notches or steps cot from one side f figure 7J..J In the one next 
the ba«e are bored a number of small boles and one or two holes fn tbe upper 
step The apex has a single bole. On the oj porite side of the base two hole* 
are made obliquely that they will meet, and tb rough them I« threaded n short 
piece of thong. To tbe other end of tbe thong Is attached a [eg of ivory 
about i inches lor? The game is that tbe person bolding the plaything shall, bv 
a dexterous swing of th< liall catch It upon the Ivory peg held In the hand. 
The person engages to catch it a certain number of times in succession, and on 
failure to do so allows the opponent to try her skill. Tbe stroll of * hare Is 
often sulKti toted for the Ivory hall, and a few perforations are made In the 
walls of the «J;ull to receive tbe peg. It requires a great amount of practice to 
catch the toll, as the string Is so short that one must be quiet to thrust tbe peg 
in before It describes tbe part of a «mall circle. 

« EUusofojy ®t tb* f BS»v» District. HodMa Bay Territory Eleventh A&BUSi Retort 
of tbe Bom a of EtbOOla?y p 25a» 1*34. 
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GAMES OF THE NORTH AMEBICA5 INDIANS [mi I't 2J 


KTTLAN AP \N STOCK 


Pomo Ukiah, California {Cat no 01 110 Field Columbian 

Mu^um ) 

Six pointed oak forks (figure 728) set around a handle to which the\ 
are hound b\ the birk of the Cercvt occi Jen tales, total length 
11 g inche*. Four vertebral hones of 
the salmon,® 4 inches in length, each 
composed of from thirteen to fifteen 
\ertehnc tied with cordi of natne 
flas nt the ha-c of the points. 
Collected b\ Dr George \ Dor-ei, 
who designates the game as the epearmg 
game, dittcega , from diken, to east op 4 

fcUTCVimN STOCK 

Kkamvth Ivlam ltli lake Oregon (Cat 
no 01531, Field Columbian iln 
seuiu ) 

A long elliptical hall made of tule pitli 
The lower end of the hall which 
remains loose consists of a dozen or more strings of tule fiber 
wluch project beiond the surface The upper portion or bod\, 
of the ball is tiglitlr wrapped with the outer bark of the tule 
rush Projecting from the upper end of the ball is a small 
braided loop one fourth of an inch in diameter to which is 
fastened a G-inch thread of native grass the end of thi 
thread is attached a small bone pm a little more than 1 inch in 
length 

Collected ha Dr George \ Dor^ea who gives the following de 
scnption of the game under the name of soquoquas r 



bum Museum. 


Taking the pin by the en 1 to which the coni is attached by the thumb and 
forefinger and permitting the ball to bang loosely at the end of the string a sad 
den downward throat Is given the object be ng to strike tl e braided I lop and 
catch it on the point of the i in This Is known as s ha pash [ atcba ( to split or 
pnneb out the moon ) The game is always ] layed in winter and generally 
only by adults. It Is believed tbit by punching ont the moon In this fashion 
the winter months are shortened and the advent of .spring Is hastened 


Another specimen, cat no C1C73 (plate vi), is made sumlarh 
the ball is 5 inches in length while from it project set era] 
strands of the inner filler of tale also 5 inches m length the 
knot string, and pm are somewhat larger 


•Doctor Hudson Informed the writer that sucker eertelra* are a so need 
* Doctor Hudson gives the name os dl-che-ka IMUli-at game 
< ertatn < amt I log dames ot the Klamath Indians American Anthropologist n. * r 
3 p "1 1001. 
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GAMES Ot THE MJBTH \MtEICiS INDIANS tern i*«. 24 


KULANAPAN STOCK 


Pomo Ukiah, California (Cnt no 011 16 Field Columbian 

) 

&ix pointed osk forks (figure 728) set around a handle, to which the\ 
are bound b\ the bark of the Ccrcm otcidentala, total length 
llg inches Four vertebral bone-* of 
the salmon/ 4 inches m length, each 
composed of from thirteen to fifteen 
vertebr-t, tied mth cords of native 
flax at the base of the points. 
Collected In Dr George A Dor-ey. 
who designates the game as the spearing 
game, dittcega, from dihen to ca«t up* 

um. OIUV STOCK 

Klasiatii Klamath lake, Oregon (Cat 
no 61531, Field Columbian Mu 
scum ) 

A long elliptical ball made of hile pith 
The lower end of the hall, which 
remains loose, consists of a dozen or more string-* of tule fiber 
which project beiond the surface The upper portion or bodv, 
of the hall is tiglitlv wrapped with the outer bark of the tule 
rush. Projecting from the upper end of the hall i-, a small 
braided loop one fourth of an inch in diameter, to which is 
fastened a C inch thread of natire grass At the end of thi‘ 
thread is attached a ‘mall bone pm a little more than l inch in 
length 

Collected In Dr George V. Dor-ev who gives the following de- 
scription of the game under the name of soquoquas r 



PlO "3C Dittcega length. Ill In- 
ches; Poni) Indians Cktxh. Cali- 
fornia, cat.no «111», Field Colutu 
bi&n Museum. 


Taking the pin by the enil to which the coni is attached by the thumb and 
forefinger and permitting the ball to hang loosely at the end of the string a srtid 
den downward thrust Is given, the object being to strike the braided loop and 
catch it on the point of (he pm This is known as slnpashspatcba (“to split or 
punch out the moon | The game 1-, always played in winter and generally 
only by adults. It Is believed that by “ punching ont the moon ” in this fashion 
the v. Inter months are shortened and the advent of spring Is hastened. 


Another specimen, cat no 61673 (plate xi), 13 made sunilnriv , 
the ball n* 5 inches in length while from it project several 
strands of the inner fiber of tule al=o o inches m length, the 
knot, string, and pm art somewhat larger 


•Doctor Hudson informed the writer Ihst sockrr rertebne are also used. 

• Doctor Hudson give-, the as dl-cbe-fca. to-atab-at fame 
(ertsln Gambling Games of the Klamath Indians American Anthropologist el a v 
3 P 21 1ML 
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In nnoth<r specimt n. «al no ClWi no -tramU of filler project from 
tilt* ball, tin* two ends Item" finished alike. Instead of the string 
licing tied m u loop ut the upper end. it is simply fastened in 
one of the wrapping'-. This ball is not wound from side to side 
with a circular wrapping of tide bark, but is wrapped about the 
writer from eight to ten turn's with a tightly woven thread of 
that material* 

The three other s|* , ciniens, cat no (U712 (plate xi), 01713, 01715, 
nrv much smaller than the specimens de-crilicd, the largest 
licing not out inches in length Tliey are all made of bark 
of tide, tightly wrapped from end to end. and an* considerably 
larger about the middle than at either end, thus having a sort 
of lo/enge slmpi*. In e.uh of these three specimens the thread 
connecting the pm ami ball is unusually 'veil made and is very 
Mift ami phnlile. while the ]un consists simply of a porcupine 
qtllll. With all of these specimens in which no loop projects 
from the ball to winch the string is attached, the object of the 
game is to strike the knot w here the string is fastened to the ball. 


Pm 



Fio tS Chelirw. 


1*1 SI IN STOCK 

Gila Riser re~or\r, Sara ton agency, Pinal county. Arizona. 
(Cat. no. C3J00. 1'ield Columbian Museum.) 

Nineteen rings of gourd “hell (figure 7-29), strung on cotton string, 
with a wooden pm, i» inches in length, at one end, and a triangu- 
lar iK-rforated piece of gourd “hell, 

3J inches in length, at the other; 
total length. 23 inches. Collected 
by Mr S. C. Sunnis, who gives the 
name as thclgw egoooot. 

A specimen of the same implement 
in the United States National Mn«emn 
(cat. no. 21 MVH). collected by Dr 
Frank Riis-cll, his thirty -eight rings 
* ™ . . , . from 41 inches to 1 inch in diameter, 

niW.no™! ItenA... «t the eml. The etching click i. 6f incite, in 

K 'Se'p..n.. i- dental hv the collector - nn.ler the nttme of tculi- 
kiwe'but: . , . . 

I* the »«■»* aeration 

rrr r: sun': 

< ulti rated gourds They ™rj «• wlfin , e ters ion? They are kept from 
“rtece 


igoooot, lenirth of 
-hen: Pima Indians, 
SC5«> Field Oolnm- 


bllshed by the Bureau of Am. 
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ojienlng in the smallest ring which Is at that end At the other end of the 
string is fastened a -stick 20 centimeters long the outer end of which is sbarp- 
ened The game is to toss the rings up bj a swing and while holding the butt 
of the stick thrust the dart through as many of them us possible If the 
thrower fails she hands the ai pirates to her opponent, hut she continues throw- 
ing as long ns she scores and counts the number of rings that are caught on 
the dart In the »i tec I men collected there are 14 rings but only a few maj be 
caught at a single throw A certain number of mirks 2 3. or 4 agreed upon 
la advance constitute the game The«e mirks are made upon a diagram laid 
out In the sand In the form of a whorL The scoring commences m the center 
called the tcunnl kl (council house) and runs out to the list hole, called 
hohohlogn kl (menstroal house) which Is on the west side of the diagram 
then the score returns to the center before the player is entitled to one point 
toward game If the i layer who is behind throws a numlier that t rings her 
counter to the same bole os that of her opponent, she kills tile latter and 
sends back her counter to the beginning point bnt this is not done If she passes 
her opponent s po« tlon. 

Two specimens were ol tamed nt Sacaton which were probably used in games 
by the noiKik in 



84LISIIAN STOCK 


Thompson Inmans, (Ntlaktapamuk) British Columbia (Cat 
no American Mu-cum of .Natural History ) 

Egg •shaped ball made of rushes (figure 730), 4| inches in length 
attached at one end bj a twi=ted coni to a notched deer bone 
This <=p^cimen was collected b\ Mr Janies Teit, who says that the 
notches on the bone arc ornamental, but some boys keep tallies of the 
greatest number of times they can catch without missing, b\ notching 
the pin. 
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Mr Tc’it* says also: 

A boys' game was played as follows- A small, but rather long ball of grass 
was attached to the hand with a string In the same hind was held a wooden 
pin. The ball was thrown away from the hand, but pulled, back again by the 
string On the w ay back, the hand was raised so as to catch the ball oa the end 
of the pin This was done ns often as possi- 
ble. After tlsevfirst rntss the ball bad to be 
banded to the next boy. 

SIIAUAtTIAX STOCK 



Fig J3L Pnctslewitas, total length 

Umatilla. Umatilla reservation, Ore- or implement*, «i inches, umatm* 

. t- Indiana, CmatlUa reservation, 

gon. (Cat. no. 3<540, Free Oregon; cat. no STllO Free Sfn- 

Mnscum of Science ami Art, reum of Selene* *od Art, UnWer- 

Universitv of Pennsylvania.) ritr of Pennayimma 

Implements for the game of pactslewitas (figure 731), n piece of 

salmon vertebra («even bones) 2) inches in length, perforated 
and strung on a cord with one Ioo=c bone; wooden pin at one end 
of the cord and a tuft of fur at the other. Collected by the 
writer in 1000. 


The pla Is held in the Hagers and the hones are swung In the air Catching 
the single bone counts 1 ; the single bone and the others, 2 The game is 100 



SIIASTAN STOCK 

Shasta. Hamburg bar, California. 

(Cat. no. American Mu- 

seum of Natural History ) 

Twelve salmon bones (figure 732) strung 
on a cord which is tied to a pointed 
stick. A piece of red flannel is 
attached to the end of the cord 
Collected in 1902 by Dr Roland B 
Dixon 

SHOSHOXEAX STOCK 

Paiute. Pyramid lake, Nevada. (Cat. 
no. 19058, United States Na- 
tional Museum.) 

A bunch of tule stalks tied at the ends 
(figure 733), 4| inches m length, 
with a wooden needle attached 


with a -cord. Collected by Mr Stephen Powers, who describes it 


in his catalogue under the name of nadohetin. 


Every time the player catches It he has a right to thump his opponent on the 


forehead. 


5<j4 
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Paifte. Southern Utah. (Peal*odv Mu-eum of American Arclrcol 
ogy and Uthnologv ) 

Cat no 0434 Tlie skull of the cottontail rabbit attached by a thong 
to a wooden pin (figure 734«) 

The pin Is held in the hand and tl e t>kull l-j swnm? and caught upon Us 
point. 


Cat no 0433 V email hollow hone (figure 734Z*), seven-eighths of an 
inch in length with a notch cut through one ■=idc strung on a 
thong to the other end of which a wooden pin is attached En 
dentil intended for a game like the preceding 
Both were collected by Dr Edward Palmer 



Fig -Ma,b 


Snosnovi Bind River reservation, TWo- 
mmg 

Dr George V. Dorsev informed me that 
he learned of the existence of a game of 
this tvpe among the Sho«!ioni at Tort YTa 
shako. but they could not be induced b\ 
anj offer- of nionei to make a specimen of 
the implement^ for bun. 



r * ~r 



Fig 'll X«d«hetin lepgth of i«4<. 4 inch#-*- P» ate Indian*. Pyramid lake Neroda cat. no 
WB8. Cnited States National JIcseuiB- 

Fld Tita.b SknllasdpinandbnceaDdpia Paiato Indians, goothern Utah fat no 9«3, 
Peabody llnvom of Amnion ATtbieology and Flbi/dtsty 
Fig “K. Reed and p q length of rwed. 11 toebne Cte Indians, °t Oeotyn, Utah, cat no. SB3t 
United States National Itasca m. 


Ute. St George Utah (United States National Museum ) 

Cat no 20934 Small tube of reed (figure 73’>) 14 indie- in length 
with a round bole cut m the side near one end ornamented with 
burned marks. 

\ cord passing through the reed is secured In a knot and a flat 
gl3>« button at one end The other end has a wooden pm attached 
The object appears to l*c to catch on the pm either the button, the 
hole in the -ide, or the hole in the end of the reed. 
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Cat. no. 20932. Small bone (probablj a bird bone). If inches m 
length, marked with notches, as shown in figure 736, with a 
cotton cord passing through it haring a wooden pin at one end. 
There are the traces of a tuft of rabbit fur at the end opposite the 
pin. The object of the game is to catch the bone on the pm at 
the hollow end nearest the pin, or, possibly, also, in the tuft of 
fur. 

Collected by Dr Edward Palmer. 


Fig 736 Bone and pin, length of hone, 1| inches Ute Indians, St George, Utah cat no **M3, 
United States National Unseam 

SIOUAN STOCK 

Assixiboin. Fort Belknap reservation. Montana. (Field Colum- 
bian Museum.) 

Cat. no. C0205. Seven phalangeal bones, perforated and strung on a 
thong, with a bone needle at one end and a triangular piece of 
buckskin, perforated with holes, at the other end (figure 737). 
Cat. no. 60263. Set en phalangeal 
bones, like the preceding, but 
smaller, with wire needle and 
triangular piece of buckskin. 

Collected in 1900 bv Pr George A 
Dorsey, who describes the game un- 
der the name of ta«elm : 

A game formerly much played by joung 
men and women, and Lnoun as the court 
ing or matrimonial game The cups (toe 
bones of the deer, perforated) are swung 
forward and upward, the buckskin being 
held by the thumb and forefinger AS the F "j CohunVan 

cups descend the attempt K made to catch 
one or more of them on the end of the 

bodkin or to thrust the bodkin into one of the perforations in the triangular 
piece of buckskin attached to the end of the cord be von d the last cup 
The points played aie generally 40 the cups imiDg a numerical value, begin 
ulng w Itb the first cup. counting 1 the second. 2 etc According to the owner of 
the set no. C02C3. the 1 »st cup counted 40, and so won the game, while the owner 
of the set no GO20," [figure 737] claimed that the first cup counted o In both 
games the small holes in tlie buck'Kin are worth 4 while the 1 irge bole (chaute. 
heart) has a value of 9 

The game as at present played Is almost pnrel) oDe of pastime That it 
formerly had a deep significance there Is no doubt 





°' ms 0r ™ E Indians 


\n»rican 
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Fort Belknap Montana (c „, „„ 

Museum of NntunI Ilistort ) ,!rr 

< 5e\tn phn Jan peal boms 

of bur) bkin perforated with hole*. a^ L" 1 ' n tnan ff' l,i »* P»«* 
nccdlo at the otlnr total Ion !|l. ,, d ' ,nt ™> 1 »"<1 tt am 
A L ICroola r V 11 Collected ht I) r 

Uakotv (Bum.,) South r),l.„, n ,,, , 

Museum of \u, J’enUxlj 
Stnug Of flic uorletl pint.™,, , 1 F '' ,nol <W ) 

7 " 8) ’ ' 

TU j on lived onlj j T v%oulPtl 11)(? . 

aej cauttLt upon ,1 e , In which „ c ,„„ • <J*le >rrj> r , I It, 

1 uinae or Jjoi e 



F ® * Cn| »“« pin Brul6 Dvltotn Indlnn- Konth rw 

of American Archo-oloiry ■„,! EUmob^ D ° P ““'‘ 0 ' ,F Alowam 

Dakota (Oglala) l> mL n. t t m 

23102 Tree ? akot ' 1 < C *» l n « 

Pcnns^hima) 1 an< * Uhner«ih of 

Six phalangeal hones of .Jeer < fi£ruiP -, 0 , . 

inches in length a.lh , b„N, Scdl, , "V" * th °'W U 

' ,li '- l, « ■" length, attached 

st one end of the thong and 
T™ 'nop, of a at legated 
8 a ’’’■S'l’ it the other 
end 

The Ume s a „ n „, ed >( , 
npperedge eacept the one near 
eat the needle winch ha, small 
holes around the edge fhei 
• *™ "meanhopt 

lectcd bj Mr Lorn, L Meehe. who de er hf "°™ n ” nd co1 
the wopian’s game of ta«iha ** U ns 311 ln >plemmt fiom 

Tlie strand in swung m the air. and fl™ 
bones counting from 1 to 4 (or 5) m „ Pf i p ** thrust ,n(o one of the 
of loops passed tlirough Some numbei JL Uf** ma " J *? the numl »r 
string many as six bones on one 



Fio -39 Tssiba length of implement 
inches Ogtala Dakota Indians, So th Dakota 
c»t no El*, Free Mnaenm of Sc eo e »od 
Art iTaal™ gjty 0 f Pennsylvania 
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Dakota (Teton). South Dakota. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey ° describes the following as a game played by 
boys, younger married men, or women : 

T.i-sUia tm'pl. Game with the hoofs of a deer — They string several deer hoofs 
together and throw them suddenly upward. They jerk them back again by the 
cord to w hich tbej are attached, and as they fall the player who has a sharp 
pointed stick tries to thrust it through the holes of the hoofs, and it he succeeds 
he counts the number of hoofs through which his stick has gone A number of 
small heads of various colors are strung together and attached to the smallest 
hoof at the end of the string. When a plajev adds a bend to those on the string 
he has another chance to try his skill In piercing the hoofs When one misses 
the mark he hands the hoofs, etc to the nex,t player Each one tries to send 
his stick through more hoofs than did his predecessor Tiro sides are chosen 
by the players. Each player offers articles .is stakes for the winner The 
season for playing is not specified 

The women, when they play this game, bring their husbands' goods without 
the knowledge of the owners nud sometimes lose ah of them When the men 
plm , they sometimes stake all of their wires* property, and occasionally they 
lose all. Now und then this game is played ju-t for amusement wltboot any 
stakes 

South Dakota. 

Dr J. R. Walker 6 describes this game under the name of woskate 
tasi he, game with foot tones, and gives the rules for the plat. 


TiO *K1 HoUwaxoxokke, length of implement. 15 inches, Winnebago Indians, Wisconsin cat 
no 22158, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

Winnebago. Wisconsin. (Cat. no. 22138, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Seven phalangeal bones strung on a thong (figme 740). with a bone 
needle attached at one end and two triangular pieces of buckskin 
at the other; length, 15 inches 
Collected by Mr T. R Roddy, who says 
The game is called bo-ki-w i to vok ke. 

&KITTAGET f\ STOCK 

Maid a. British Columbia 

Dr J. R. Swantou describes 0 the following game : 

Flipping a Y-shaped object over and letting it drop (Kj/a sl /a 2), — A straight 
stick was held in one hand, while a V-shaped piece of cedar about 8 inches long 
was held in the other hand by one of its arms, and so thrown into the air that 
i it would fail asfcrids of the stack This V-shaped piece is called the Iga' snlgA'no. 

• Games of Teton Dakota Children. The American Anthropologist, v 4 p 314. 1891 

• journal of American Folk Lore, V 18, p 288 1905 

e Contributions to the Ethnology of the Ha Ida Memoir* of the American Museum of 

Natural History, whole aeries, v. 8. pt 1, p 60 New TorV 1905 
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W hen it fell to the ground the one oh i threw it mn«t j ield to the nest player 
hut before doing so he wa* it liberty to ) nil hi-* opponents hair Tiolentlr nr 
punch his knuckles is niaiir time' O' he It ul made n citcli. 

TtJvO VN STOCK 

Tew \ Hano, Arizona (Cat no 38G16, Free Museum of Science 
anti Art University of I’ennsjhania ) 

King of rawlnde (figure 741), r » inches in diameter, attached bv a 
thong to the end of a stick painted red 13J inches in length 
Collected bi the writer m l r >01 



Fig "41 Nffoiliinahspi djuneier of rra* 5 inches Tewa Indiana. Hicno Arizona cal no ><1(5, 
Frre Muvsm of Science and Art University of Pennsylvania 

The riii„ is ■rauu, from the end of tin stick and ought on the end The mine 
< f the game Vti* ghen n« ugol li na trt 1 1 

M AhA'H \N STOCK. 

Clatoqtot WV*t coast oM anrumiri-ljiid Hriti'h Columbia (Cat 
no »}fy Vmencan Mu<iim of Natural Hi tori 1 
Femur of -* il ifigtm 742) 4( 111010 111 length with uaturtl peifora 
tK n itctnijmiuil ha 1 'mall pointed twig <> mche* in length 
Collected in 1^7 1 a Mr F Tacolr^n who describes it i' a 
billiorpiet 



BnlUh l.olomta cat n ,(J, Am .n aa Sl'peom of S at nml History 


The following note on a 'itmhr game in the Held Colnmbian 
Mum. lira (cat no SiOtF*) from Cla\oijuot was furm-hed bj the col 
lector, Dr C F Vew comix 

The game |a < tilled idiiiy IiI'L It is 1 1a>ed with tin femur of the coin hi a 
Mil and a ah in*-pnim»-d twlgrf a young ej nice 

1 layers arrantre llwii'olr*'> in two row* up to ten a side oiposlte one 
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string pissing through a hole in the middle of the l«>ne to a wooden pin (ka a 
pick) The bone Is to*se<l upward and as It falls It Is c-nught on the end of the 
pin At hatever significance this game mar bare hid In former times has eTl 
(jently been lost, for according to TVilliaaw It Is played merely for amusement 
at any time and hr both eesos. 

YT"SIAN STOCK 

Mon ti r Colorado river, 
Arizona (Cat no 
lOOSO Peibodv Mil 
seam of Vmerican 
krchwologv uul 
Ethnology ) 

Seventeen rings of pumpkin 
(figure 744) strung on a 
deerskin thong, with a 
wooden pin Collected 
bv Dr Edward Palmer 
The wooden pin Is held In the 
hand and the rings made from 
the shell < f the jrampklci arc swung in l caught upo i It A similar Implement 
from the «ime tribe I« contilneil In lie Lnlted Slates National Museum 
ZCMAN STOC1 

Zuni Zuim New Mexico (Brooklyn Intitute Museum ) 

Cit no 30fl Ring made of twig wnpped with blue tarn (figure 
74o) *) inches in diameter tied with blue vam cord to a stick 21 
inches in length The object i-> to catch the ring on the end of 
the stick 



El 1 8 nj£ tough. o( «Hck. *V turJu-n Znfii Ittihxaa.Zn&L. Itoara - cO-no. 5*0. 

Brooklyn Institute Mmwiuo 

Cat no 30CO Two rings (figure <4G) one 2) inches and the other 14 
inches in diameter both wrapped with blue vam, the larger one 
suspended over the smaller one and having another vam wrapped 
ring inside of it and both suspended b} a blue yarn cord from 
the end of a twig 23 inches long accompanied bj a pointed «ttck 
inches in length with a crosspiece tied at one end 
The object is to throw the diart through one or the other of the 
rings. The smallest ring tsi kon t«o-na counts 2 and the large or 
double ring tsi kon kwi li, 4 



Iraer c*n Archa-olojrjr »nd Elbuotnpy 
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Cat. no. 3059. Ring wrapped with blue yarn (figure 747). 24 inches 
in diameter, having three smaller rings, 14 inches m diameter, 
suspended from it, and attached to the end of a twig, 17^ inches 
long, by a blue yarn cord; accompanied by a pointed twig, 21^ 
inches in length, with a crosspiece tied near one end 
The object is to throw this dart through one of the rings. The 
large ring, called tsam mo-so-na. counts 4. One of the small rings, 
tied with a piece of red yarn and called shi-lo-wa. red, counts 1; 
another, tied with green, a-shai-na, counts 3, while the third c mall 
ring, which is plain black, quin-a, counts 2. 

All of the«e games weie collected by the writer in 1903. They all 
bear the name of tsikonai ikoslmikin, i ing play. . 



Pip 746 



3003, 

33d9, 


Under the general name of ball I ha\e classed all ball games. 
how«deaer played, and all games in winch an implement analogous 
to a ball is employed In none of them, with trifling exceptions 
which belong to distinct classes, is the ball eier touched with the 
hand, to vlo so being strictly forbidden by the rules of the game. 

The Indian ball games may be classified as follows*. First, racket, 
in which the ball is tossed with a racket; second, shinny, in winch 
the ball is struck w ith a chib or bat : third, double ball, a game chiefly 
confined to women, played with two balls or billets tied together. 
tO'-ed with a stick; fourth, the ball race, in which a ball or stick is 
lacked. In addition, subsidiary to the precedingand not genera J.lieing 
confined to a few tribes, we have: Fifth, football: sixth. h.iml-and- 
foot ball: seventh, tossed hall: eiglith. juggling, and ninth, hot ball. 
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Garner of the first three classes. are widespread and almo t univer 
c al The hill race appears to be confined to the Southwest The b ills 
us’d \arj grenth in mateml The commonest form is cmered with 
buckskin but other balls are made of wood, of bladder netted with 
sinew an 1 of cordage bone or stone 

Racket 

The game of ball with racket® is di'tincth n mins game i« op 
posed to sluiun and double bill, which ore conimonlv pined hv 
women It is however sometimes played hi women md m one 
m«t nice bv men md women together (Santee) 

Racl et is less widely di tributed than 'lunnv, being confined to the 
\lgonqunn and Iroquoian tribes of the Vtlantic seaboard ind the 
region of the Great Likes, and to their neighbors the Dakota on the 
wc®t md the Muskhogem tribes of the South It occurs igim 
imong the Chinool and the Sah«h in the Northwest md in a limited 
area n California It is not recorded in the fcoutliwe t 



Fl « M Diatare racket nseittiy conjurers to look Into futurity I ngtli Situche* Jr ‘ai'wngu 
Indians Ontario cat no 1 In Ini State* 'sation&l Mavum 

Tlie gune ma\ he divided into two principal clis e— -fiM tho-e 
in which i single racket or bat is u«cd =eeond those in which two 
racket*, ire emploicd The latter is peculiar to the southern tribes 
(Cherohet Choctaw Muskogee Seminole) among whom the single 
racket is not recorded 

Tlie racket mav lie regarded as a practical contrivance akm to the 
throwing tick but its origin is not clear Morgan relates that the 
present netted bat of the fceneca was preceded bv a simple c tick with 
a cuned end md Teit tells how bark t rings wpre u~ed by the Thomp 
on Indians in bending ball sticks to the required crool The tnngs, 
winch were sometimes left attached to tlie bat furnish an explanation 
of the present net On the other hand it is not iinhkeh that the 
racl et may Ik related with the drum hoop to tlie spider web shield 
of the tw in II ar Gods the probable source of the netted wheel 
Rev Peter Jones" figures a miniature racket ball (figure 74S), 
8J inches long now in his collection m the United States 'National 
Mu-eum as used ba conjurers to look into futurity ” 

Tlie bill used with the Ticket was either of wood (Chippewa 
Pomo Santee 11 innebago) or of buckskin stuffed with hair The 

* History o 


of the ojfhway Jo Il« 
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wooden ball appears to lie the older and possibly the original form. 
Morgan states that the Seneca formerly used a solid ball of knot, 
for which the deerskin ball was substituted. Of the two types of 
covered ball, the bag-shaped foim is more commonly u-ed in lacket 
than that with a median seam. The goals were commonly two sets 
of posts or poles erected at the extremities of the field, between which 
the ball had to be driten. Single posts were sometimes used (Miami, 
Mis&isauga. Chippewa [Minnesota], Chinook). An early account 
of the Muskogee describes them as setting up a square mat as a target 
in their ball play. An analogous object is found -in the plat of the 
racket game at Xew Orleans. Among the Choctaw the goals were 
connected 'by a pole at the top. The length of the field appears to 
have i (tried greatly, from 30 rods (Mohawk) to half a league 
(Miami). In general it was remarkable for its extreme length. 
Attention appears to ha\e been paid to the direction of the course, 
which is recorded as laid out from ea«t to west or from north to south 
(Santee). The season varied m different localities. Summer among 
the Cherokee, and winter and spring among the Santee Dakota. 
Racket \\ as commonly a tribal or intertribal contest. Its object, apart 
fiom mere diversion, appears to have been the stakes which were 
invariably wagered. Among the Huron, however, lacrosse is re- 
corded by the Jesuit missionaries as played as a remedy for sickne«s. 
The magical rites connected with the game, the dance, scarifications, 
going to water,” tabus, amulets, and special features of the costume, 
all appear to refer to success m the contest. Attention may be called 
to the parallel between the Cherokee myth of ball play of the birds 
and animals and that of the moccasin game between the day and night 
animals iecorded by Dr Washington Matthews. 

There can be no doubt that, though the game of racket may hate 
been mollified in historic times, it remains an aboriginal invention. 
There are tho-e, howe'er, who as-ert the contrary. Syha CJapin* 
says that the game of crosse, the national game of Canada since Janu- 
ary 1, 1630, is about the same as the soule of the Ardennes mountain- 
eers in France , and in the opinion of in any is but u modification of the 
latter game as brought hither by tbe first French colonists. 

AUiON QU1AW STOCK 

CinvrcN Colorado. 

Prof. F. V. Hayden b gives the following description: 

O-bo-nl-wo-ob, a ball club, nltti a hoop at the end to bold tbe ball as It tfl 
thrown. 

• Diction mire CansdlPD Francs!.. Be* tea 1SS4 

» Contributions to tbe Ftbnogrepb; end Philology of the Indian Tribes of the Mis- 
souri 1 alley, p 295, Pblladelphta. 1802. 
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Ciiiifeiu Fort Michilim*t rhinai Miclng^in 

Vlevander H< nn ■ save 

IJnajfatlwav cilled 1 1 the (ami ins It J»-u de Ti crave i- pl-iyed with n 
bat and ball. The t it !<• about -I feet In length, curved nn 1 terminating in a 
port of racket. Two po*t* are planted Jn the ground, it a con*! ierahle dls 
twice from each oilier as a milt or more Each p-irtv has Its post, auil the 
game consists iu throwing the ball up to the i**?t of the ad versa rv The t all 
at the beginning, I* placed in the middle of the course and each p.artv en leavors 
ns well to throw the hall out of the direction of its own post a* Into that of the 
adrersarvs. 

Henri de-cribes~i game of ball pi a Ted bv the Ojibwa (Chippewa) 
and Sulkies ($nuk) on the King s Inrtlidar (Tune 4) lTFI it Fort 
Midulmiackuuc through which, b\ '•trategv that fort was taken 

Michigan 

Baraga b give-, the following definitions 

Playing bail or i liy ball, plknakwitri mean in., | nmarllv knot on a tree ball 
play pngasdowewin pa-addowinak Indian crazier to play with. 

.T Long *■ Nivs » 

Placing at tml! which is a favorite game Is verv fatiguing The ball Is about 
the size of a cricket b ill made of dccc ska and stuffed with hair this l- driven 
forwards an i I nckwanl* with short sticks about 2 feet long and broad at the 
end like a bat. worked like a rn«-ktt tut with larger Interstices bv this the 
bail !» impelled, an 1 from the elasticity of the racket which Is composed of 
deer’s einew Is thrown to a great distance the game Is played by two j art lex 
itnd the contest lie* in interc-pOng each other and striking the bail Into a goal 
at a distance of about 4fiU yards at the extremitv of winch are placed two 
high pole-- about the width of a wicket from each other the victor? consisting 
ill driving the ball lielween the poles. The lnd an* plav with great good 
hnmonr an 1 eren when one of them hai pens. In the bnt of the game to strike 
another with bi« stick, it U not resented. Cut thc-e accidents are cautlonlr 
nvo ded. ns the violence with which theT strike has Veen known to break, an 
arm or a leg 

AA lute Eanb agenc\ Alnme-ota 

Dr AA niter J Hoffman * describes the ball plav at tin- place 
where lie c av- with a population of aliout 2 000 Indian® it i« usv to 
muster from ''O to 100 ball plaver® wlio are divided into «ide> of equal 
number 

If the condition of the grounl permit* the two post* or goals are planted 
about one-third of a mile apart The l>eet pi avers of either side gather 

at the center of the ground. The poorer i h ver- arrange tl empires around their 
respective goal wlnle the heaviest in weight scatter across tlie field between 
the starting point and the goals. The trail Is tossed into the air In the center of 

•Travels and adventures to Canada, p. ~S- New Tort, 1*00 

• A Dictionary of tbe Otehlpwe Language Cincinnati lS.it 
Voyages and Travels of an Indian Interpreter p oi London. l~*al 

• remarks on OJit-wa Ball Play Tbe American Ajithropoto-lst v 8. p. 1SJ !«'»> 




RACKET: CHIPPEWA 


565 


the field. As soon sis It descends it is caught with the hall stick by one of the 
player>?, when be immediately sets ont at foil speed toward-, the opi*>-?ite goal 
It too closely pur-ued. or if intercepted by an opponent, he throws the ball id the 
direction of one of his own side who takes up the race 
The usual method of depriving the player of the hall is to strike the handle of 
the ball stick *o as to di -lodge the ball . but this, is frequently a difficult matter 
on account of a peculiar horizontal motion of the ball stick maintained by the 
r unn er. Frequently the ball carrier is disabled by being struck across the arm 
or leg. thus compelling his retirement. Severe injuries occur only when playing 
for high stakes or when ill feeling exists between =ome of the pi.aj era. 

Should the ball earner of one side reach the opposite goal, it is necessary for 
him to throw the ball so that it touches the post. Tbis is always a difficult 
matter, because even if the ball he well directed, one of the numerous players 
surrounding the post as guards may intercept it and throw it back Into the field. 
In this manner a single inning may be continued for an hour or more The 
game may come to o close at the end of an inning by mutual agreement of the 
player?, that side winning the greater Dumber of scores being declared victor 
The hall used In this game is made by wrapping thin strands of buckskin and 
covering the whole with a piece of the same. It is about the she of a baseball, 
though not bo heavy 

The stick Is of the same pattern as that u«ed at the beginning of the preseut 
century by the Missi«san«as. the Ojihwa of the eagle totem of the Province ot 
Ontario 



FIG 719 Racket length. 28 inches. Chippewa Indians, Bear island, beech lake, Minnesota? 
cat no American Museum of Xatnral History 

Chippewa. Bear island. Leech lake. Minnesota. (Cat. no. jifj, 
American Museum of Natural History.) 

Racket {figure 749) made of a sapling 2G indies in length, curved at 
the striking end to form a hoop, netted with buckskin thongs. 
Collected by Dr William Jones in J90‘3. 


Fig 730 Racket length VI inches. Chippewa Indians. Wisconsin cat.no &l&\ Free Museum 
of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

LViscon'in. (Cat. no. 22160. Free Museum of Science and 

Art. University of Penn-yl vania.) 

Racket (figure 750). a sapling cut and curved to form an oval hoop 
at the striking end. la»bed at the end. and crossed by two thongs, 
which are intertwined, but not knotted, in the middle; length, 
34 inches. Collected by Mr T. R. Roddy. 
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Ciiii 1 » w \ lVi'Ocm*in 

•Jonathan Carter* 

They amuse th« msehes at *eriral H>rt* < f gum* I nt tin* | rln<*Ii-tt on I most 
esteemed ntiuntr tltcin In tint • f Mil whhh In n t unlike tin I imip* in gimp of 
tennis. Tht MIN they un are rnllxr lirger thin tho** mi«l ti*e «f at Mud* 
nml arc formed of n pl«i of tWr «kln, which U ln.t uiolxb t»il to nm! r It stip- 
ple Is gttiffisl lianJ with tin hair of tlw Mine m ilnn nn j rew«l with Its 
sinew* The hall «1rk* art nix ut 3 feet l hr ot ll»> « n 1 of width there li fixed 
n kind of racket r ~»*nil HnR the pi Im of th« hind on 1 fi«biorsM of th ng* cut 
front a deer »Un In these they entcii tlie Mil ntwl thr< a it ti gri «t tlMtnn If 
thev an ii »t pmentwl I y a* me «f tl>e < p|io«iti party who try to Intercept It. 
The game H pnernll} plural ly larp «\>m panic* tint Minietlinex irmsUt of 
more than II rve hundred nut It In not uncommon fur dlffi rent land* to [Ity 
ngaln*t ei< h atlx r 

Tliey begin It fixing two fades In tlx gn urwl at ataint in»i yirds apart and 
one of theappMiU belong* to i-n< h party of Hie combatant*. Tin Mil I* thrown tiji 
high 111 the « liter of the growi J and In n ilirert line l» tween tl i p 3l* toward* 
which each fifty cnitearora to «trlke It and whleMocvir *1 k* first <iut«es It 
1o reach their own poll mhnn* ttward the ritoo 
T hey are No rtwallns dexterous In thl* manlr exirrlv that the Mil In 
twnlly k«(t flying In dtfti rent direction* It the f< nx of tbi rwket*. ultl.iit 
touching the ground during the wliole <i Mention f>r the* are not allowed to 
catch It with tlielr band* 

They run with amarine vilidty In pursuit c f each other and when one Ktn 
the point of hurling It to n great dlxtnnx? nn antagonist overtake* him and It 
a sulden stroke dadie* down the I nil Tlier j liy with go inurh robenn net 
tint they frequently wound each otUr an 1 sometime* a bom Ii h re ken I ut 
notwithstanding the** iitWraii there neTer appear* to l>e any »jlte or wanton 
exertion* of strength to effect tin ni nor d) any dispute* ner hat pin between thi 
turtles. 

In his Cliipjiew a tocabuhn lit pies bgll us nlcwin. 

\ pottle inlands W is.*on-in 

J it Kohl 6 sav- 
or nil the Indian wxlil sport* tlie finest and gran lest Is the hill play I 
might call It u noble game and I am sun rlsed boo the** savages attained such 
perfection In it Nowhere in tlie world, excepting perhaps, among the FnglNb 
Utrcf t*mn* of tlK iilriVaiT rjctv fdw gnftvrtn’ irmf axxttty gnoie of 6 fiV pfaywf no 

passionately and on go large a scale Thev often play village against tillage 
or tribe against tribe Hundred* • f phjir* flsseml 1* and the wares and gnocls 
offered ag prizes often reach a value of a thousand dollars and m< re On our 
Island we made a vain attempt to get up n giroe for though tbp chief* were 
ready enough, cod all were cutting their ttt tuets an l l alls in the tni*he* the 
cblef \merlean authorities forbade this Innocent amusement Hence on thl* 
occasion I was only enabled to Inspect the instruments. They were made 
with great care and well adapted for He purpose and It Is to be desired that 
the Indians would display the same attention to more important matters 
The roquets are 2} feet In length, carved very gracefully out of a white 
tough wood and provided with a handle The upper end Is formed Into a ring 
^ or 5 Inches In diameter worked very firmly nn 1 regularly and covered by 


* Travels through the Interior Parts of North America p £3" Philadelphia 1706 

•Kitchl garni. Wanderings round Lake Superior p. 83 London, 1*00 
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a network of leather bands Tlie balls are made of white willow, and out 
perfectly round with the hand crosses stars and circles are caned upon 
them The care devoted to the halts is sufficient to show how highly they estl 
mate the game The Trench call it M Jeu de crosse.” Great ball players, w ho 
can send the ball so high that it is out of sight, attain the si me renown among 
the Indians as celebrated runners hunters, or w arriors 
The name of the ball play is immortalized both in the geography and histoir 
of the country There is n prairie, and now a town, on the Mississippi known 
as the “ Prairie de hi Crosse ’* 

Chi ppew Wisconsin. 

Prof 1. 1. Ducatel 0 described boys playing at ball “ bj r throwing it 
out and catching it with a stick, the end of which is curled up and 
make.-, the opening fl pocket of network. This is the p.ihg.ito- 
wnhnnk.” 

Fort ‘William, Ontario. (Cat. no. American Museum 

of Natural History.) 

A wooden ball (figure 751), painted red, 3 inches in diameter, per- 
forated with a hole, which emits a whistling noise in the air; and 
a wooden racket, 3G inches long, curved at the striking end to 
form a hoop, which is netted with buckskin thongs. 

Collected in 1003 by Dr William Jones, who gives the name of the 
ball as pigwakwatwi and that of the racket and the game a- paga- 
towan. 



Flo Til Ball and racket. Chippou a Indiana, Fort William, Ontario diameter of ball, "I Ini hen 
length of racket. 30 Inches cat no ,f5.. American Mnwum of Natural History 


Delaw ares Pennsylvania. 

In Zeisberger’s Indian Dictionary 6 we find the definition : 

Hill (Uli gel). gendsfUt 
Mexomixee. Wisconsin. 

Dr Walter .T. Hoffman ° describes the following game *. 

When anyone prepares to hate a game of ball, he selects the < aptofn* or 
leaders, of the two sides who are to compete. Each leader then appoints his own 
platers, and the ball sticks to be used an? deposited at the ball ground on the 
dir In-fore tlie game Is to occur. Then each of the leaders selects a powerful 
and influential nil til ", whose sen Ices are solicited for taking charge of the 
safety of the hall sticks and to prerent their being charmed or conjured hr 

•A Fortnight Among the Chippewa*. The Indian Miscellany, p 369, Albany. 1977 

Mambrldze 1997. 

'The Menotulnl Indians Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bateau of Ethnology, p, 127, 
1006 < 
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GAMES Oi THE -NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS [i 


the oi i oslng m It if' Hie mills'* is not expected to lie present nt tbe gre unO during 
ttie night because be is supposed to hare tbe power to Influence the *tl< bs nt 
any distance 

Sbiuhl one mita ' succeed in ol talcing such necromantic power over the slicks 


as to carry them aw ay from the ground — that l* to carry away the power ot 
tbe sticks— then It Is tbe deity of tbf opposing jnlta * to follow 



him and bring them tack. In case tbe pursuing mill** does not 
succeed in catching tbe rlial on account of being outwitted or 
Itecati'e of having Insufficient power in o> crowning him then 
the pursuing mltd'* Is killed bv his rival a sv ns-ry It usually 
happens tb it the pursuer compels the rival to restore the virtue 
or power of the sticks before the day approaches 

Tour innings are played and usually the presents consisting 
of pieces of cloth are divided Into four jwirts, one part lieing 
gfren to tbe victor of each InDlng ‘Sometimes however the 
presents ore renewed until the en 1 of tbe game 

Tbe frames from which tbe presents are suspended are near 
tbe middle of the ground hot oflT toward tbe eastern side the 
tobacco-tray and other accessories being placed on the ground 
between them and toward tbe center of the I all groun L The 
two horizontal parallel poles forming the upper part of the 
framework are used for the calico and blankets before them 
on the ground a cloth is spread and on this are placed tobacco, 
pipes and matches, to which all the participants are at lib 
erty to help themselves. 

The accompanying plate [xn] represents the players during 
a run for tbe balL Tbe latter Is made of thongs of buckskin 
tlghtlv wrapped and cohered with buckskin or leatber and 
measures about 2J Inches In diameter Tbe sticks [figure 732 J 
are made of hickory or ash and about 3 feet long the wood 
being shared thinner and bent into n boop < r ring at least 4 
inches in diameter Four or fire thongs pass through boles In 
tbe boop and cross In the center forming s netted rocket In 
which tbe ball may rest half hidden. 

When the ball Is caught tbe runner carries tbe Rtlck almost 
horizontally before him moving It rapidly from side to side and 
at the same time turning the stick so as to keep the ball always 
In front and retained by tbe pocket This constant sn inging 
and t\» isting movement tends to prevent players of tbe oppos- 
ing side from knocking, the hall out or distodgine it. bv bitting; 
the stick. 

The manner of preparing for and playing the game is like 
that of the OJibwa of northern Minnesota.* 


Fig o2 P.» r\t\- 
diann. Wieeon 

no lremHoS 


During the intervals of rest the plavets approach the j 1 ice 
of the presents and smoke The girer of the game al*o nn unis 
to the successful plavers a part of tbe present* the n-bole 
joantity being divided Into four portions, so that equal por 
tioiw are dl*tnt uted at each of the intervals 


Tbe players frequently hong to the belt the tall of a deer an antelope or some 
other fleet animal < r the wings of swift flying birds with the idea that through 
these thev are endowed with the swiftness of tbe animal There are however no 
special preparations preceding a game as feasting or fasting dancing etc — add! 
tion.il evidence that the game is not so highly regarded among the OjH wn tnbe 
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$ vuk and Foxes Iowa ( American Museum of Natural History ) 
Cat no Ric! et (figure 7oG) made of hard wood, w ith the end 

shaved thin and turned around to form a circular lioop, which is 
laced with cord passing through the edge, length, 29J inclies ' 
Collected bj Dr Milliam JTones in 1901 
Cat no yfj* Buckskin covered ball (figure 757), 2^ inches m m 
eter bag shaped with thong attached at the edge o t le “earn 
Collected in 1901 by Dr William Jones, who describes d as a 
lacrosse ball \ bundle of twenty pieces of reed (figure iob» J 
inches in length ji the same collection, is described as message s ic 
for the lacrosse game 




Fig 758 

' J 5 * 1 dimeter 4 inches Penobscot Indians J 

oi American Archmolopy and Ethnology 

« •'> Packet length 20} Inches Sank and Fox Ind ana lo 

Mnacnm «f ^ ataral H story 

diameter 2| inches Sauk and Fox Indians, Io> 


no 48238 P«^ J ' Ml1 ** 


o „J.. A 




Pro 


of Natural H story JO ». 

Mevage atl ks for 1*11 game length »} inches. Sank and Fox Indian'. 

• ni Am-rSran Museum of Natural H story ^ 

lama Iowa (Cat no 3r"53 Fiee Museum of Science 
ii i ^ rt ^ nuersit J of Pennsjlvama ) .quill 

1,1 , or > fct,ck (figure 7 F 0) with the end turned over to idea | 
[•oop which is netted with thong, length, 50$ inch* ^ 

' A the writer in 1900 u \i 

Tliew Indians stated that tliej no longer mal e their own 
it V, r mC t)m c<l11 bagaliatiiwitni and the stick otcln „ 
r William Tones informed me that the ball pekwaW 
Mine was bag shaped and drawn up with a thong 
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Mr** W. AV. Brow n • dr-cnlx?-, the frame as follow s 

E be'wjuvmo'gan. or game of Imll, seems to hare boon the most popular and 
tinUprs.il of the outdoor gunes. and plujed l>> all North A merit an tribe* Tlieir 
legends are more or less indebted to It. Tradition gives it n prominent place In 
their wonderful mythology The Aurora Borealis l« supposed to be lVa-bi banal 
plating ball Among the IVnhunakl It was plujed by women ns well as men, 
but, with few exceptions, never at the same time and place, aa hunters and 
warriors played butt to gain mu«cntir power, to stimulate their prowess and 
to augment their Reclues of foot 

The plujers formed In n circle, proportionate to the number engaged In the 
game. Etch held n sthfc culled e-hesHind mo’gan a tok This w us made of 
some flexible wood, alxiut 3 feet In length, crooked to threo-fonrths of a 
circle at one end. which was Interwoven with strlj>es of hide after the manner 
of snow-shoes. One man was detached to stand In the centre nnd on his 
throwing Into the nlr n chip, upon wlikti lie had ep.it. each one would crj, " I’ll 
take the dry” or “1*11 take the wet ” thus forming opposite factions The side 
of the chip which fell uppermost decided which party should commence play. 
The ball was never touched with the hand, lint thrown and kept In motion by 
the e bcv<]u3 mo’gnn a t«k. The goals were two rings or holes dug In the 
ground, the distance of the circle of players npirt The game- consisted In get 
I'm* the bull into opimiientV goal, and regard for neither life nor limb was 
allowed to stand In the vvnj of possible success As they pHyed with little or 



VJO TM Racket Pnwamaqnciddy Indians. Maine Inna Mooney 


nothing on, few escaped unhurt, but these mishaps were tuken os the fortunes 
of war. nnd no resentment was felt The women dress rerj scintlly while 
pining this game, anil the men. having a strict code of honor, never go near 
their playground One tradition tells of a man that did so nnd threw shells 
and pebbles at the players. They screened themselves as best they could behind 
bushes nnd rocks. At the second attack, however, they made n rush In the 
direction from w hicli the missiles came The man ran to the water, and. 
plunging In, was turned Into a cbe-pen-olwims (large chubfisb). by which 
transformation they knew he was a Mohawk They look upon nil Mohawks ns 
addicted to sorcery 

Pexobscot. Oldlown. Maine. (Cat. no. 4S23G. Peabody Museum of 
American Arc! neology and Ethnology ) 

Ball for lacrosse (figuie 755), 4 inches in diameter, covered with 
buckskin and filled with moose hair. 

The cover, a nearly circular piece of buckskin about 9 inches in 
diameter, is drawn up with a buckskin thong, pudding-bag fashion, 
around the wad of moo=c hair; over it is placed a second piece of 
buckskin. 5 inches in diameter, which closes the opening. It was pur- 
chased from Big Thunder, one of the very old men of the tribe, when 
he was on a visit to Cambridge. 

•Some Indoor and Outdoor Games of the Wabanakl Indians Transactions or the 
Royal Society of Canada, t 6 see 2, p i5. Montreal, J«S1 
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The nnrriilN. very xnntllr attired, youug Wd brave fantistlcally painted 
and ntmen decorated with feathers* assemble around tbelr comma n lers* who 
are j,enerilly swift on the met. Tbev are to take the ball either by running 
with It or throning It in the air Is the ball falls in the crowd the excitement 
begins The clubs swing and roll from side to side the pHjers run and shout 
fall upon on 1 tread each other an 1 In the struggle some get rather r >ugli treat 

W hen the ball Is tLrown some distance < n each side tbe partr Standing near 
Instantly pick It np and run nt full speed with three or four after him at full 
speed. The others send their shouts of encouragement to their own party “ Ha * 
ha’ rah*" tne-gook’" — and there shouts nre heard even from the distant 
lodges for children and all ate deeply interested In the exciting scene The 
spoils are not all on which their Interest Is fired but is directed to the falling 
and rolling < t the crowds over and under c-ich other The loud and mem 
shouts of the spectators who crowd the doors of the wigwiin* go forth in one 
continued peal and testify to tbelr liappy state of feeling 
The j layers are clothed In fur They receive Lions wb »se marks are plainly 
risible after tbe scuffle Tbe hands and feet are unincumbered and tber oxer 
are them to tbe extent or tbelr power* and with such dexterity do they strike 
the I all that it Is rent our of sight* Another strikes It on its descent and for ten 
minutes at a time the phir l« so adroitly managed that the loll does not touch 
tbe ground No one Is beard to complain though be lie brulred severely or his 
nore come In close coruomnicn with a club If the last mentioned catastrophe 
befel him he Is up In a trice and rets his laugh forth a« loud as tbe rest 
though it I>e floated at first on a tide of blood. 

It Is » err seldom. If erer that one is seen to be angry because he has been 
hurt. If he should get to they would call him a coward.” which proves a suffi 
dent check to manv evils which might result from many seemingly Intended In 
juries. 

>ipi*>mng Fortv miles above .Montreal, Quebec. 

J V Cuoq ■ gives the following definition.-, 

Fakitownn. jeu <le enrsse pikatowanak bols du jeu de erosre plkwatw3t 
bade peloia pour Je jeu de errere kawjatlkwic, 
nt at bois boule a joner nux qullles. 

P a»« iiuqlodot Ea*-tport Maine 
(Cat no 1142C. United State- 
National Museum.) 

Hide ball (figure 7o3) made of a single 
piece with a thong drawstring at the 
edge forming a flattened spheroid, 
diameter, 3} indie- Collected hr Dr 
Fdward Palmer 

Mr James Moonev* states tlrnt thePassa 
maquodclvurea ball stick (figure 754) with 
a strong do elv woven netting, which enables the ®tieh to be ured for 
batting The 'ticks are ornamented with designs cut or burnt into 
the wood and are sometimes further adorned wilh paint and feather® 

*1**1) •£»<* Lsoene klgoO-vria* Moot***!. 1VVI 

»Tb* Cherokee El II Play Tbe Americas AothrofH»!ori»t. e 3 p ill 1890 
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Sauk and Foxes. Oklahoma. { Cat. no. yffj, Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History.) 

Backet made of hickory, with the end cut thin and 
turned around to form an oval hoop, as shown 
in figure 760; length, 42 inches; the circumfer- 
ence is perforated with five holes, through which 
thongs pass to form a network, as illustrated m 
the figure. Collected by Dr William Jones. 



FlG 759 Backet, length. 501 inches. Saak and Fes Indiana, Tama, 
Iowa, cat do 367j 3, Free Unaenm of Science and Art, University ot 
Pennsylvania 


Shawnee. Indian Territory. 

Dr William Jones informs me that the lacrosse 
game, while usually played bj' men alone, is played 
also by men and women on opposite sides, the men 
using the sticks and the women their hands. In this 
latter case the goals, hoop wickets, are nearer to- 
gether than when men play alone 

CHINOOK AN STOCK 

Chinook. Fort Vancouver, Washington. 

Paul Kane" says: 

Tliey also take great tleliglit in n game with a bail, which 
lopt.tyed by them in the same manner n« the Cree. Chippewa, 
anil Siouv Indians Two pole* are erected about n mile 
npmt, anil tbe company is dmded into two bands, armed 
w ith sticks, having a small riug or Loop at tbe end, with 
which ttie ball Is picked up and thrown to a great distance 
mill party then strives to get the ball past their own goal 
There m e sometimes. .1 hundred on a side, and the piny is kept 
up with great noise nnd evcltement At this game they bet 
Ue.villy.sw it is generally played between tube* and \ Wages 

inOQUOIAN 8TOCH 

Cu'GHNAWAOA. Quebec- 

Col. James Smith * thus describes u game : 

. . they used a wooden ball about 3 inches in diameter 
and tbe instunnent they tooied it with was a stiong *tnlT 
about 5 feet long w Itb a hoop net on the end of It Urge 
enough to contain the ball Before they begin to play they 
lay off about half a mile distance In a clear plain, and the 
opposite parties nil attend at tbe center, where a disinter 


* Wanderings of an Artist among the Indians of North America 
p 100, London. 18511 See also The Canadian Journal, p 270, 
Toronto. July. 1855 

* to Account of the Remarkable Occurrences in tbe I Ife and 
Travels of Cot James Smith p IS, Cincinnati. 1810 
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Su it vm» I lotkn ( Vmericnn Mu-enm of Natural Hi«tor\ ) 
Cat no Racket (hguri «5( ) in uU. of liarcl w ck d wit!t the cud 

vhaud thin nn l turned around to fonn a ciicuhr hoop which is 
heed with tnrd jm mg through the edge length 29} inches 
Collected In Dr William Tone* in 1J01 
Cit no r $£ s Duel skin cohered bill (Figure T*>7) , 2} inches in dnin 
tUr bog shaped with thong attached at the edge of the 
Collected in 11)01 liv Dr A\ ilhnm Jom*- who describes it a*, a 
lncro««< ball V bundle of twrnti pieces of reed (fig in. “>$), 9* 
inches m length in the ‘•nine collection, is de c cril>cd n« message sticks 
for the Incro'ao gntno 





Fio « Rill diameter 1 incbiv Penobscot Indian*. JU ne rat n POrt. Peabody llivum 
of Amrriran Archaeology and Etbn logy 

F»(l "A Racket length, 3) I Inches Sank and Fox Indians. low* rat no ,11, American 
Jloseam of Ratnrnl History 

Fi 7 r * Ball, diameter *t In bes Sank and Fox Indians. Iowa rat no ,J|, Amert an 
Vvjoo’im. if. Y.Vsurtl. Cceftwr J 

Fra TS* Message stick* for ball gs.no. length 0 oebra Bank and Fox Indiana, Iowa rat, 
no ,11 American Mswom of Ratoral History 

Tima Iown (Cat no 3f“o3 Fiee Museum of Science ind 

\rt Lmvcrsit\ of Pennsilvama ) 

Hickori stick (Figure 7 9) mth the end turned mer to form n small 
hoop which is netted with thong length 50 J inches Collected 
by the writer in 1900 

These Indians stated that they no longer mal e their own balls 
The hall game they call bigalintuwitni and the stick otchi 
Dr William Jones informed me that the ball pekwaki used in 
this game was bag shaped and drawn up with i thong 
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rank to tin* other. •*> thit some were always np am! some down n I tern irelv and 
regularly, without tlie least baulk or confusion; anil thej at the e ime time and 
In the same unit Ion* turned on obliquely or sideways so that the Hide |iei formed 
a double or complex motion in Its progression, and at stated times exhibited a 
grand or unlver-ut movement, Instantly and unexpectedly to the s|«?(tstors lij 
each rank turning to right and left, taking each others places the movements 
were managed with Inconceivable alertness and address, and accompanied with 
on Instantaneous and universil elevation of the voice. and shrill, short whoop 

CiteitOKrc. Xorth Carolina. 

Sir James Mooney described the ball pame nf the East Cherokee 
under the name of aneta - ° 

The hall now* used Is an ordinarj leither-covered hull, hut in former days It 
was made of deer tulr and wnnwl with deerskin, lu Califorula the hall la 
of wood The hall sticks vary con-lderaldy among different tribes. As before 
stated, the Cherokee pltyer uses a pair, catching the hall between them and 
throwing It In the sitne wnj. Tlie stick Is snmrtwh.it Ies« than 3 feet in 
length, and Its general npjiearanco rloselv n^embles n tennis racket, or a long 
wooden spoon, the howl of which 1« a loose network of thongs of twisted sqnlr- 
rel skin or strings of Indian hemp. Tlie fr.uno Is made of n slender hickory 
••tltk, bent upon Itself, and so trimmed and fashioned that the handle seems to 
be of one solid round piece, when In fact. It Is double 

The bait seisoti begins about the middle of summer and lasts until the 
weather Is too cold to |iertnU exiwmre ot the naked hodr. for the players are 
always stripped for the game The f norite time l» In the fall, after the com 
has ripened, for then the Indian has abundant leisure, and at this season a 
game tikes place somewhere on the reservation at least or err other week while 
several parties are always In training The training consists chiefly In regular 
athletic practice, the plnjetw of one side coming together with their bill sticks 
nt gome convenient sjiot of level bottom land, where they strip to the waist, 
divide into parties, and run. tnmbto. and toss the ball until the sun goes 
dou n 

In addition to the athletic training which liegms two or three weeks before 
the regular game, each player Is put undci a strict gnktflntn or tabu, during 
the Mme period. He must not eit the flesh of .1 rabbit (of which the Indians 
generally are very fond) because the rabbit ts ft timid aoliu d e.isilv atlrmed 
and liable to lose Its wits when jHiisued by the hunter lienee the hall player 
must abstain from it. Ic-t be. too. should become diseonrerteil and lose courage 
In the game ne must also avoid the meat of tlie frog ( mint her item on the 
Indian bill of fare), because the frog’s bones are brittle and e.isllj broken, and 
a player wUw Rhoutd part ike of the nuinial would expevt to be cilppleil m the 
first Inning For a similar reason he abstains fiom eating the young of any 
bird or animal, and from touching an infant lie must not eat the fish called 
the hog sucker, because It ts plngglsb In its movements He must not eat the 
herb called ntflnka or Lamb’s Quarter, {Chctwpij/Jiurit album), w blch the Indians 
use for greens, because It* ttalk Is easily brokeu. Hot food and salt are also for 
bidden, ns In tlie medical gaktttnta The tabu always lasts for seven days pre- 
ceding the game, hut in most cases is enforced for twenty-wight days — i e, 
4x7 — 1 and 7 being sacred numbers Above all. be must not touch a woman 
and the player who should violate this regulation would expose himself to 
the summary vengeance of hi* fellows. This last tabu continues al<o for seven 
days after the game As before stated, if a woman even so much as touches a 

* Tbs Cb*roit« Bait Plus Tbe American toMwepolostiU, v S. p. 105. IS80 
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person caMs np tlie Mil then the opposite parties nil contend for It If 
anyone get* It Into liH net. he runs with It the way he wishes It to go, and 
they all pursut him If otte cit the oppwlte party overtakes tlie person with 
the boll he gives the slay ti stroke which causes the hill to flj out of th« uct, 
then tlitj hive another debate for It and If the one that gets it tin outrun 
nil the opposite | irly ind cin carry it tyjltc out or o\cr the line nt tin md the 
game Is won hut this seldom liapptns When am one is running nwiv with 
the hill and Is like to be cnertnkcu he eommonlv throws it nnd will; this 
instrument (an oast It V) «r CO yards >oim. times when the hill In almost nt 
the one end nutters will tike a sodden turn and the opposite pirty may (juhkly 
carry It out nt the other end. Oftentimes they will work n long time hick and 
forward I* f< tv they can get tbi bill oter the line nr wiu the game 

CiiEitohtt lume'see mer, Xortli Carolina 
John Birtnm - describes n bill dance in the council house nt (lit In- 
dun town of Cowe 

This assembly wjs held principally to rehearse tin tail plav dance, this town 
btlog tli iltengod t» j lay against anollitr the ntxt diy 

The jus | It lielng assembled and fronted In order, nnd the musicians having 
taktn thOr station the lull opens first with a long barnngue or omtlou spoken 
hv mi aged chief. In commendation of the manly exercise of the tall pin re- 
counting the many and brilliant victories which the town of C« wo hid g lined 
o\cr tlw other towns In the mtlon not forgi ttlug or neglecting to recite his 
own ex 1 1 >lt». together with tho«e of otber Aged men now present coadjutors 
in tlie jxrformnmv of these athletic gimes In tlidr youthful days. Till* ontllon 
was di llvcred with great spirit an I t hxiiiincc and was meant to Influence the 
passions of the voting men pros lit excite them to emulation and In-lln them 
w 1th ambition. 

Tills pr tlogui Ulns at an »nd tin tmislcl ins l«rnn Isith votal nnd Instrn 
imntnl when j rr-cntly a company cf girls, hand In hand dressed In clean while 
rolics nu 1 ornaiu* ntol with beads. brut lets nnd a profusion of gav ribbands, 
enuring the dm r IrummIHtely begin to *ing their response* In n gentle !>w 
and «»<*>( voice and formed themselit-s In a Ft_mlcirvu]ir file or line in two 
rank* hath to Imk fiuliu th< *(** tilt* rs and mask I in* moving slowly mind 
an! round thl* continued about a <iuartcr of nn hour when we were our 
tvlmsl ty a Milkn very l*ud amt ahdtl whoop uttered at once ly n company 
of young ft Mown, who t-atne In I risk I \ uft< r one auotlar with ritketsor hurl* 
lu one hank The** cbitmi Ion* llki wls, wtre well dremssl pUnted and omo 
mentis I with sllisr Irnislets, girgtfs an l wampum matly ■ rn him tiled with 
roowiwliw ml hlghwnvlng plumes in their diadems they Imtiiedlfltt ly furmtsl 
tbemiH lie* In a semicircular rank ol>*i In fr mt «*f (tie girts wlrst these chanced 
tlalr oriter nn I f nurd n elngh rank pnrnlbl to the men raising their volte* In 
responses li tin tunes tf it* vt utig champion* tl* •emlcifcb-s mnttnnilly 
moving rttind There mt w mi thing singular and diverting In tlielr at(p oml 
motions, ond I Imagine not to Is- teamed to cm- tness but with great attention 
Mid j* rw-venne*- tin «t«p, If It saw be » » teemed Wft* l»rf»rtntd after the 
fillowlng rua niter I e first tl»- motion l< gin at one end of the oemlrlnle 
grutly rising uj an I down upin tbelr jm anti !»*)* alternately when tb* Drat 
was up to tip-toe the cw xt began to raise thf l*s-l and hv the time th« flr»t 
rested again on tie* heel the sen rd was on tlptM thus frtm on* cod «f the 

• Tranlt ibrwrh North t<*!t Carrlto* r— fCi Ij.i «M Hnt Her 
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raiil-. to the other, so that some weie always up and some down alternately .uul 
regularly, without the least baulk or confusion, and they at the same time, and 
la the same motion, mo\ed ou obliquely or sideways, so that the cucle performed 
a double or complex motion In Its progression, and at stated times exhibited, a 
grand or universal movement. Instantly and unexpectedly to the spectators by 
each rank turning to right and left, taking each others places the movements 
were managed with inconceivable alertness and address, anil accompanied with 
an instantaneous and universal elevation of the voice, and shrill, short whoop 

Cherokee. Xorth Carolina. 

Mr James Mooney described the ball game of the East Cherokee 
under the name of anetsa : * 

The ball now used is an ordinary leather-covered ball, but in former days it 
was made of deer hair and coverts 1 with deerskin In California the ball is 
of wood The hall sticks vary considerably among different tribes As before 
stated, the Cherokee player uses a pair, catching the ball between them and 
thiow’lng it In the same nay The stick is sorodwhat less than 3 feet In 
length, and Its general appearance closely resembles c tennis racket or a long 
wooden spoon, the bowl of which is a loose network of thongs of tvv istert sapilr 
\el sklu or strings of Indian hemp The framw is made of a slender hickory 
stick, benf upon itself, and so trimmed nod fashioned tUat the handle «eeins to 
he of one solid round piece, vv hen. In fact, it is double . 

The ball sev«on begins about the middle of summer and lasts until the 
weather ie too cold to permit e\i>osnre of the naked body, for the players are 
aUvajs stripped for the game The favorite time is vu the fat!, after the corn 
has ilpened, foi then the Indian has abundant leisure, and at this season a 
game takes place pomewheie on the reservation at least every other week while 
several parties are nlwaj s in training The training consists Chiefly In regular 
athletic practice, the plajers of one side coming together with their hall sticks 
at some convenient spot of level bottom land, wtieie they strip to the waist, 
divide into parties and run, tumble, and toss the ball until the sun goes 
down 

In addition to the athletic training, which begins two or three weeks before 
the ic-gulir game, each plajer is put under a strict gaktflutn or tabu during 
tlie some period lie must not e.it tlie tlesb of a rutiblt (of which the Indians 
generally are verv fond) becau'e the ruliblt Is a timid animal easily alarmed 
and liable to lose Its wits when pursued I>3’ the hunter Hence the ball plaver 
must Abstain from it. lest he. too. should become disconcerted and lo«e courage 
In the game lie must also avoid the meat of Hie frog (mint her Item on tlie 
Indian htlt of fare), because the frog’s bones an: brittle and e i«IIj broken, and 
a plaver wlitr should part ike of the nninni would expect to be crippled in the 
first Inning For n similar reason be abstains from eating the j ouos of any 
hint or animal, and from touching an Infant He must not eat the fish called 
the liog-sncker, I -pen use it is sluggish In its movements He must not eat the 
herb culled ntflnka or Lamb's Qu irter, {Chr»nin»lium album), which the Indians 
use for greens, because Its stalk Is easily broken Hot food and salt are nl<n for- 
bidden, as In tlie medical gnktflnta The tabu always lasts for seven days pre- 
ceding the game, but In most cases is enforced for twenty -cJght days — i e, 
-1X7 — t mid 7 l-elng sacred numbers. Above nil. lie must not touch a woman, 
and the player who should violate this regulation would expose himself to 
the summary vengeance of bis fellows. This last tabu continues also for seven 
diys after the game As before stated, if a woman even so much as touches a 

•The CMrokw Ball Play Tbe American AntbrapafoglM. * 8 p, 103. !*'«> 
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around on the outside, while the w osssen stand in line a few feet away and. 
dance to and fro, now advancing a few steps toward the men. then wheeling 
and dancing away from them, hut all the while keeping time to the sound of 
the drum and chanting the refrain to the ball songs made by the drummer, 
v ho is seated on the ground on the side farthest from the Are. The rattle Is 
a gourd fitted with a handle and filled with small pebbles, while the drum 
resemble'' a small keg with fl head of ground-bog leather. The drum Is partly 
filled with water, the head being also moistened to Improve the tone, and is 
beaten with a single stick Men and women dance separately throughout, 
the mode, the evotutlons, and the songs being entirely distinct, but all eoinblne 
to produce an harmonious whole. The women are relieved at intervals by 
others who take their places, but the men dance in the same narrow circle the 
whole night long, excepting during the frequent halts Tor the punvose of going 

At one side of the fire are set up two forked poles, supporting a third laid 
horizontally, upon which the ball sticks are crossed In palm until the dnnee 
i'egtoM. As already mentioned, small pieces from the wing of the bat are 
sometimes tied to these poles, nnd a!«o to the rattle used in the dance, to 
Insure success in the contest The skius of several hats and soift-rinrting 
Insectivorous birds were formerly wrapped up In a piece of deerskin, together 
with the cloth and beads used In the conjuring ceremonies later on. nnd 
bung from the frame during the dance On finally dressing for the game at 
the ball ground, the players took the feathers from these skins to fasten In 
their half or upon the ball stick®, to Insure swiftness and accuracy In their 
movements. Sometimes also hairs from the whiskers of the bit are twisted 
Into the netting of the bill sticks. The players are all stripped and printed, 
with feathers in their balr. Just ns tbey appear In the game When nil Is 
ready an attendant takes down the ball sticks from the frame, throwing them 
over his arm In the si me fashion, and, walking around the circle, gives to 
each man his own. Then the rattler, taking his Instrument In bis hand, begins 
to trot around on the outside of the circle, uttering a sharp ‘'III!" to which 
the players respond with a quick "III hi'"’ while slowly moving around the 
circle with their ball sticks held tightly in front or their breasts Then, with 
n quicker movement, the song chancres to “ Elm'! " and the responses to “ Ilflhl' ' 
Elm" lEUll'! Eliu'! HJbl'!” Then, with a prolomred shake of the roltle It 
changes again to “Aldje'!” the dincers responding with the same word 
“Alllye’!" hut In n higher key the movements become more Il\el\ and the 
chorus louder, till at a given signal with the rattle the players clip their 
bill stick® together, nnd. fating around go through the motions of picking 
Up nnd tossing an Imaginary bill Finally, with a grand ru«b they dince up 
close to the women, nnd the first part of the performance ends with n loud 
prolonged “ IIu il * ” from the whole crowd. 

In the meantime the women have taken [position in a line a few feet away, 
with their hicks turned to the men. while In front of them the drummer l« 
seated on the ground but with bis back turned toward them and the rest of tlie 
dancer* After n few preliminary taps on the drum, he begin* a slow, measured 
Is* it. nnd strikes up one of the dance refrain*, which the women take up in 
olioru*. This Is repeated a uiunber of times until all are tn hirmnny with the 
turn*, when be begins to improvise, choosing word* which will harmonize with the 
measure of the chorus, and at the same time lie appropriate to the subject of 
the ditico. As this requires n reailv wit tn addition to ability as n singer, the 
selection of fi drummer I* a matter of considerable Importance, and that func- 
tionary l* held In corresponding estimation. He rings of the game on tlie mor- 
24 rrti — IKS M s; 
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row, ot the fine things to be won by the men of bis party of the Joy with which 
they will be received by their friends on their retttrn from the field, and of the 
disnppolntment and defeat of their rivals Throughout it all the women keep 
vp the esme minor refrain Uke an instrumental accompaniment to vocal music 
Vs Cherokee songs are a In ay a in the minor key they hare a plaint he effect, 
even w hen the sentiment is cheerful or even boisterous and are calculated to ex 
cite the mirth of one who understands the language This Impression Is height 
ened ly the appearance of the dancers themselves for the women shuffle solemnly 
back and forth nil night long without ever a smile upon their faces while the 
occasions] laughter of the men seems half subdued. The monotonous repetition 
too Is something Intolerable to anyone but an Indian the same words td the 
same tune being sometimes sung over and over agsin for a half hour or more 
VJtbough the singer Improvises ns he proceeds, many of the expressions have 
now liecotne stereotyped and are nsed at almost every ball play dance 
According to a Cherokee myth the animals once challenged the birds to a 
great I all play The wager wag accepted, the preliminaries were arranged, and 
at lost the contestants assembled at the appointed spot— the animals on the 
ground while the birds took position In the tree-tops to await the throwing tip Of 
the 1 ill Ou the side of tbe animals were the bear whoso ponderous weight 
bore down all opposition the deer who excelled all others In running and the 
terrapin w bo was Invulnerable to the stoutest blows On the side of the birds 
were the e-igle the hawk and the great TlVnlwa — all noted for their swiftness 
mil power of flight While tbe latter were preening their feathers and watching 
every motion of tlielr adversaries below they noticed two small creatures hardly 
larger than mice climbing up the tree on which was perched the kader of the 
birds Floalty they reached the top and humbly asked the captain to he allowed 
to Join In tbe game The captain looked at them a moment and seeing that 
they were four footed asked them why thev did not go to the animals where 
they properly belonged. The little things explained that they had done so 1 ut 
had been laughed at and rejected on account of their diminutive sire On 
hearing their story the bird captain wns disposed to take pity on them but there 
was one serious difficulty In the way,— how could they Join the birds when they 
had no wings’ The eagle the hawk and the rest now crowded around and 
after some discussion It was decided to try and make wings for the little fellows 
Hut how to do It VII at once by a happy Inspiration, one bethought himself 
or the drum which was to be used in the dance. The head w as made of ground 
hog leather and perhaps a corner could be cut off find utilized for wings No 
sooner suggested than done Two pieces of leather taken from the drumhead 
were cut into shape and attached to the legs of one of the small animals and 
thus originated Tlameha the bat The bill was now tossed up and the bat 
wns told to catch It and bis expertpess In dodging and circling about keeping 
the ball constantly in motion and never allowing It to fall to the ground soon 
convinced tfle Birds flint tftey find gained a most valuable ally They next 
turned their attention to the other little creature anil now behold a worse 
difficulty' All their leather hod been used in making wings for tbe lint and 
there was no time to send for more In this dilemma It was suggested that 
j^rhaps wings might tie made by stretching out the skin of the animal itself 
Co two large birds seized him from opposite slid with their strong hill*, and 
ly tugging and pulling at bis fur for several minute* surceedwl in strati blng 
the skin between the fore and bind feet until at last tbe thing wa* done anl 
thin was Tewa the flying squirrel Then the bird captain to try him threw 
tip the liall when the flying squirrel with a graceful bound sprang off the llnil* 
and catching it In bis teeth carried It through the air to another tree-top a 
hundred feet away 
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When all was ready. the fame began. but at the very outset the flying squirrel 
caught the halt and carried It uj> a tree, then thren It to the birds, who kept It 
In the air for some time, when It droned, hut Just before It reached the 
ground the tat seized It. and by Ul* dodging and doubling kept It out of the way 
of even the swiftest of the anliuals until he Anally threw It In nt the goal, siuil 
thus even the victory for the birds Itecnu*e of their assistance on thin occasion, 
the tall plaver Invokes tlie aid of the hat and the Ilyins squirrel and ties n small 
piece of the (Kit's wing to his hall stick or fastens It to the frame on u hlch the 
sticks are hung daring the dance.* . . . 

At n certain stage* of the dance n man. specially selected for the purpose, 
leaves the groups of spectators around the Ore and retires a short distance Into 
the dirknc«M In tlx* direction of tl»* rival settlement. Then, standing with his 
face still turned In tlie same direction, he raises his hand to his mouth and 
utters four jells, the !a«t prolonged Into a peculiar quaver. He Is answered by 
the players with n » horns of yells — or rather yelps, for the Indian jell resem- 
bles nothing else so mut h ns tlx* hark of a puppy. Then he comes running bick 
until be (risatcH th»* circle of dancer**, when lie trills nod shouts out n single 
word, whhh may he translated. “Thcj are already beaten!'' Another chorus, 
of yells greets this announcement. This man Is called the talaln. or woodpecker, 
on account of his peculiar jell, which Is considered to resemble tlie sound made 
by a woodpeckrr tapping on a dead tree trunk. According to the orthodox 
Cherokee belief, this jell Is heard hr tlx* rival players In the other settlement — 
who. It will U* nMuemlwd. an* luring n ball dance of their own nt the same 
time — ntxl so terrifies them that tlx».r hue all heart for the grime. The fact that 
Iwth sides alike Imre a t-dal.i In no way Interferes with the theory. 

At frc*p»«*nt Intervals during the night all the pliyen*. accompanied hj the 
stiannu and hi* as-l*tnnt, leive the dsiwv and go down to a retired spot at the 
river - * hank, where they perform tlx* lnj-dlc rile known ns "going to water,” 
hereafter to Is* described. While the plajera are performing this ceremony, 
the women, with the drummer, eontlnne the dance and chorus. The dance Is 
kept up without Intermission. and almost without change, until daybreak. At 
the final dunce green pine top* are thrown nj«n the Ure. so ns to produce a thick 
mmke. which em elopes the dimers. Some mystic properties are ascribed to tills 
pine Ftnoke. hut vrlint they are ] liavo not jet learned, although the ceremony 
i-ceins to be In ten tied ns an exonl-in, the wine thing lx?lng done at other dances 
when there has recently Ixvn a death In the settlement 

At sunrise the players, dressed now In their ordinary clothe*, hut carrying 
their hall slicks In their hands, start for the ball ground, accompanied by the 
shaman* and their assistants. Tlie place selected for the game, being always 
nbont midway between the two rival settlements, was in this cn«e several miles 
above the dance ground and on the opposite side of the river On the march 
each party makes four several halts, when each player again "goes to water” 
separately with the shaman. This occupies considerable time, so that It Is 
usually afternoon before the two parties meet on the hall ground. While the 
shaman Is busy with his mysteries In the lanrel bushes down by the water's 
edge, the other player*, sitting by the side of the trail, spend the time twisting 
extra string* for their hall sticks, adjusting their feather ornaments, and dis- 
cussing the coming game. In former times the plajer during these halts was 
not allowed to sit upon a log. a stone, or anything but the ground itself; 
neither was It i>ennKslhle to lean against anything excepting the back of 
another player, on penalty of defeat lo tbe game, with the addition'll risk of 

* A somewhat different account of this myth I* given by Mr Mooney In Mytbs of the 

CheroKce. .Nineteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology, p- 286, 1900. 
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being bitten by a rattlesnake Tills rule is now disregarded ind It Is d ubtful 
If anv but tbe older men are an-are tbit it ever existed. 

On coming up from the water after tbe fourth bait, tbe principal shaman 
assembles the players around him and deliters an animated harangue, exhort 
lug them to do their utmost In the coming contest, telling them that they will 
undoubtedly be victorious as the omens are all favorable picturing to their 
delighted vision tbe stakes to be won and tbe ot alien awaiting them from tbelr 
friends after the game anl finally assuring them in the myotic terms of tbp 
formulas that their adversaries will be driven through tbe four gaps Into the 
gloomy shadows of the Darkening Land where thev will perish forever from 
rememl ranee The nd lress delivered In rapid Jerkv tones like the speech of 
an auctioneer has n very Inspiriting effect upon the hearers and Is frequently 
Interrupted bv a burst of exultant yells from tbe players. \t tbe end, with 
another chorus of yelK they again take up tbe march. 

On arriving In sight of the ball ground tbe talsla again comes to tbe front 
and announces their approach with four loud yells ending with a long quaver 
as on tbe previous night at tbe dance The players respond with another jell 
< nd then turn off to a convenient sheltered place bv the river to make the final 
I reparations 

Tbe shaman then marks off a small space upon the gronn 1 to represent the 
ball field and, taking in bis hand a small bundle of sharpened stakes about a 
foot In length ndlressos each man In turn telling him the posftlon which he is 
to occupv In tbe field at tbe tossing up of the ball after the first Inning and 
driving down a stake to represent each player until he has a diagram of the 
w bole field spread out upon the ground. 

lbe plavers then strip for the ordeal of scratching [plate vrv] This pain- 
ful <|ierat!on Is performed bv su assistant In this case ly an old man named 
standing Water The Instrument of torture Is called a knnuga and resembles 
a short comb with seven teeth seven being nl»o a sacred number with the 
Cberokees. The teeth are made of sharpened sjlinter* from the leg bone of 
a turkey and are fixed in a frame made rrom the shaft of a turkev quill In sir'll 
i manner that by a slight pressure of the thumb they cm lx pushed out t » the 
length of a small tack Whv tbe bone and feather of the turkey should lie 
selected I hnve not yet learned, but there Is undoubtedly an Indian reason for 
tbe choice 

The player* having stripped, tie operator begins by seizing the arm of a 
[lajer with one band while holding the kannga in tbe other and plunges the 
teeth into the flesh ot the shoulder bringing the Instrument down with a steady 
pressure to the elbow leaving seven white lines which become red a moment 
Inter ns the blood starts to the surface lie now plunges tbe kannga In again at 
another place near the shoulder ond again brings It down to the elbow \galn 
and again tbe operation Is repeated until tbe -letinm arm Is scratched in 
twenty-eight 111 es above the elbow It will lie not ccd that twenty-eight Is a 
COtnt (nation <f four anl «even tbe two sacred numbers of the Cherokee 
The oiierator theu makes tbe same number of sera t cl es In the same manner 
on the arm the elbow Next tbe other arm Is treated In tbe same way 

then etch leg both above anl below the knee and final! v an X la scratched 
senses tie 1 roast of tbe sufferer tbe upper en Is are Joined ly another stroke from 
Shoulder to shoulder and a similar pattern la ser itched ujion his back: Ity this 
time the llowl Is trickling In little streams from tiearlc three hundred g3sles. 
None «f the scratches tire d yp tut they are unquedlr nnl ly very rainful as 
all agree w! > hare tnidcrjUDe tbe nperath n. N vertheless tie young nan 
ssilure the ordeal willingly nnl almost cheerfnllv regarding It as a neces- 
art of the ritual to secure success In the game lu order to secure a 
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picture of one young fellow under the o[ierution I| stood with my camera 
so near that I could distinctly hear the teeth tear tl • ough the flesh at ever? 
scratch with a rasping sound that sent a shudder through me, yet he never 
flinched, although several times he shivered with cold, as the chill autumn wind 
blew upon his naked body Ibis scratching is common in Cherokee medical 
practice, and is variously performed with a brier, a rattlesnake’s tooth, a flint, 
or even a piece of broken glass. It was noted by Adair as early as 1775 To 
cause the blood to flow more freely, the young men sometimes scrape it off 
with chips as it oozes out The shaman then gives to each player a small 
piece of root, to which he has imparted magic properties by the recital of 
certain secret formulas. Various roots are used, accoidmg to the whim of 
the shaman, their virtue depending entirely upon the ceiemony of consecration. 
The men chew these roots and spit out the juice over their limbs and bodies, 
rubbing It well Into the scratches, then going down to the water, plunge in and 
wa«li off the blood, after which tbev come out and dress themselves for the 
game. 

The modern Cherokee hall costume consists simply of a pair of short trunks, 
ornamented with various pattern? in red or blue cloth, and a feather charm worn 
upon the head Formerly the breechcloth alone was worn, as Is still the case 
in some instances, and the strings w Itb which it was tied were purposely made 
weak, so that If seized by an opponent In the scuffle the strings would bleak, 
leal ing'tlie owner to escape with the loss of his sole article of raiment Ibis 
calls to mind a similar custom among the aucient Greek athletes, the iccollec- 
tion of w liicb has been preset \ ed in the etymology of the word “ gy mnast" The 
ornament worn in the Mir »s made up of au eagle's feathers, to give keenness of 
sight; a deer tall, to give swiftness, and a snake’s rattle, to render the wearer 
terrible to his adversaries If nn eagle’s fentheis can not he procured, those of 
a hawk or any other swift bird of prey are used. In running, the snake rattle 
Is made to furnish a very good Imitation of the sound made by the rattlesnake 
when about to strike. The pl.ijer also marks his body In various patterns with 
paint or charcoal. The charcoal Is taken from the dance fire, and whenever 
possible is procured by burning the wood of a tree which lias been struck bj light 
nlng, such wood being icgaided ns peculiarly sacred and endowed with mvs 
tenous properties According to one formula, the player makes a cross over his 
heart and a spot upon each shonblei. using pulverized chat coal procured from 
the shaman and made by burning together tbe wood of a honey locust tree and of 
a tree which has been struck by lightning, but not killed The chauonl is pul 
verized ami put, together with a red and black bend, into .in empty cocoon from 
which one end has been cut off This paint preparation makes the player swift 
like tlie lightning and Invulnerable as the tree that defies the thunderbolt, and 
renders his fiesli a? hard and film to tbe touch as the wood of the honey locust. 
Among the Choctaws, according to Catlin, a tail of horse hair was also worn, so 
as to stream out behind as the player ran Just before dressing, the player? 
rub their bodies with grease or the chewed hark of the s\ipi*ry eVtn or the 
sassafras, until their skin is slippery a? that of the proverbial eel 

A number of precautionary measures aie also frequently resorted to by the 
more prudent players while training. In order to make assurance doubly sure. 
They bathe their limb? with a decoction of the herb Teph ros'd tirplnlana. 
or catgut. In order to render their muscle? tough like the roots of that plant 
They bathe themselves with a decoction of the small rush (Jiincus tenuis), 
which grows by the roadside, because Its stalks are always erect and will not 
He flat upon the grouud, however much they may l>e stamped and trodden ujion. 
In the same way they bathe with « decoction of the wild crabapple or the Iron- 
wood, because the trunks of these trees, even when thrown down, are supported 
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and kept up from the ground by their spreading tops To make tbemselres more 
supple they whip themselves with the tough stalks of the wa takfl or star-grass 
or with switches made from the hark of n hlckorv sapling which has grown up 
from under ft log that has fallen across It the bark being taken from the bend 
thus produced In the sapling After the first scratching the player renders him 
■seif an object of terror to his opponents by eating a portion of a rattlesnake 
which has been killed and cooked by the shaman. He mbs himself with an eei 
skin to make him«elt slippery like the eel and rul*s each litub down once with 
the fore and hind leg of a turtle because the legs of that animal are remarkably 
Stout, fle applies to the shaman to conjure a dangerous opponent so that he 
may be unable to see the hall In Its flight or may dislocate a wrist or break a 
leg Sometimes the shaman draws upon the ground an armless figure of his 
rlral w Ith a hole where his heart should lie Into this hole he drops tn o black 
beads covers them with earth and stain] s upon them and thus the dreaded rlral 
is doomed unless {and this Is always the sarlng^clause) Ins own shaman has 
taken precautions against such a result or the one In whose behalf the charm 
Is made has rendered the Incantation unavailing br a violation of some one of 
the interminable rules of the galtflnta. 

The player*, hiving dressed, are now ready to go to water for the last time 
• for which purpose the shaman selects a l>end of the river where he can look 
toward the east while facing upstream Thw ceremony of going to water Is the 
most sacred and impressive In the whole Cherokee ritual ahd must always be 
performed fasting and in mo>t eases u!«o is preceded 1 y an all nlgbt vigil It is 
' used in connection with prayers to obtain n long life to destroy an enemy to 
win the loie of a woman to secure success In the hunt and the bail play, nml for 
recoverv from a dangerous iline-ss but Is performed oniv as a final resort or 
when the occasion i« one of special Importance The general ceremonial and ' 
the principal formulas are nearly the same lo all cose* I have collected a 
number of the formulas used on these various occasions but it is impossible 
within the limits of this paper to give more than a general idea of their nature 

The men stand side by side looking down upon the water with their ball 
sticks clasped upon their breasts while the shaman stands just behind them 
and an assistant kneeling at his side spreads out upon the ground the cloth upon 
which are placed the sacred beads Tbe-e beads ore of two colors, red an 1 
black each kind resting upon a cloth of the same color and corresponding on 
number to the number of players The red beads represent the players for 
whom the shaman performs the ceremony while the black beads stand for their 
oppe nents, red being symbolic of power and trinmph, while black is emblematic 
of death and misfortune All being tchIt the assistant hands to the shaman 
a red head, which he takes between the thumb and finger of his right hand 
anl then a black bead, which he takes In the same manner In his left hand 
Then holding his hands outstretched with his eyes Intently fixed upon the 
beads the shaman prays on behalf of bis Client to TQwi Gflnahl ta the Long 
Alan the sacred name for the river “O Long Man, I come to the edge of 
yonr bodv Ton are mighty and most powerful. Ton bear up great logs and 
toss them about where the foam is white Nothing can resist you. Grant me 
such strength In the contest that my enemy may be of no weight In my hands — 
that 1 may be able to to*s him into the air or da«h him to the earth ” In a 
similar strain he prays to the Red Bat In the ^un Land to make him expert In 
dodging, to the Red Deer to make him fleet of foot, to the great Red riawk 
to render him keen of sight and to the Red Rattlesnake to render him terrible 
to all who oppose him 

Then In the same low tone and broken accents In which alt tbe A formulas 
tire recited the shaman declare* that bi* client {mentioning Ids name and clan) 
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h.io now ascended to the first heaven. As be continues praying be d« lares 
that be lias now rraclml the second heaven (and here be slightly raises bis 
bands) ; soon be ascends to tbe third beaten, and the bands of the shaman are 
raised sttll higher ; then. In tbe same vvaj, be ascends to the fourth, tbe fifth, 
and the sixth beaten, and finally, as he raises bis trembling bands aloft, be 
declares that tbe spirit of the roan has now risen to the seventh beaten, where 
bis feet are resting upon tbe lied Seats, from which they shall never be dis- 
placed. * 

Turning uow to bis client tbe shaman. In a low voice, nsks him tbe n.uue of 
his most dreaded rival on the opposite side. The reply Is given In a whisper, 
and the shaman, bolding bis blinds outstretched ns before, calls down tbe most 
withering curses upon tbe head of the doomed victim, mentioning him likewise 
by name and clan He prays to the Black Tog to cover him so that he may be 
unable to see his way; to the Black Rattlesnake to envelop him in his slimy 
fold-.; and at. last to the Black Spider to let down his black thVend from abme. 
wrap It ntxfyt the soul of tbe victim, and drag it from his body along the black 
trail to the Darkening Land In tbe west, there to bury It In the black coffin 
under tbe Mack Clay, never to reappear. At tbe final imprecation be stoops 
and, making a hole in the soft earth with hts Huger (symbolic of stabblug the 
doomed man to the heart), drops the black bead Into It and covers It from sight 
with a vicious stamp of his foot; then with a simultaneous movement each man 
dips his ball sticks Into the water, and brlnglug them up, touches them to his 
lips; then, stooping again, be dips np the water In bis hand and laves bis head 
and breast 

Below Is given a translation of one of these formulas, from the collection of 
original Cherokee manuscripts obtained by the writer Tbe formullstlc name 
for tbe player signifies "admirer or lover of tbe ball play” Tbe shaman 
directs lil* attention alternately to his clients and their opponents, looking by 
turns at the red or tbe black bead as he prays He raises his friends to the 
seventh heaven and Invokes In their behalf the aid of tbe bat and a number of 
birds, which, according to tbe Cherokee belief, are so keen of sight and so swift 
upon the wing as never to fall to seize their intended prey. Tbe opposing 
players, cm tbe other band, are put under tbe earth and rendered like the 
terrapin, the turtle, tbe mole, and tbe bear — all slow and clumsy of movement 
Bine Is the color symbolic of defeat, red Is typical of success, and white signl- _ 
fls jo> and happiness The exultant whoop or shout of tbe players Is believed 
to bear them on to v lctory. as trees are carried along by tbe resistless force of 
a torrent • 

Tins IS To TAKE TIIEM TO WATER FOB THE HAT I. PLAT.” 

** Kgi -‘ • » where the white thread has been let down, quickly we nre about 

to Inquire Into tbe fate of the lovers of the ball play. 

"They me of such a descent. They ore rolled so ond so (As they march) 
they are shaking the road which shall never be joyful. The miserable ter- 
rapin has fastened himself upon them as tiiey go about. They are doomed 
to failtue. They bare become entirely blue 

“But now my loveia of tbe hall play have tbelr road3 lying down In this 
direction The Red Bat has come and become one with them. There, Ju the* 
first heaven, are tbe pleasing stakes. There. In the second heaven, .are the 
pleasing stakes The Peenee has come and joined them Their ball sticks 
sh ill he borne along by the Immortal vv hoop, never to fail them In the contest 

“ But n-. for the lovers of the ball play on the other side, the common turtle 
has fastened himself to them as they go about. There, under the earth, thev 
are doomed to failure 
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“ There In the third heaven are the pleising «take«. The Ited Tla'nlwl has 
come and made himself one of them never to he defeated. There In the fourth 
heaven ore the pleasing stakes. The Crested Flycatcher has come and joined 
them, that they may never be defeated. There, In the fifth heaven, are the 
pleasing stake*. The Marten has come and joined them that thev piav never 
be defeated. 

“The other lovers of the ball play — -the Dine Mole has become one with 
them that they mav never feel triumphant. They are doomed to failure 

“There In the sixth heaven, the Chimney Swift has become one with them, 
that they may neier be defeated. There are the pleasing stakes There in the 
seventh heaven, the Dragonflv ha* become one of them that they may never be 
defeated. There are the pleasing stakes 

“As for the other lovers of the ball play the Bear has come and fastened him- 
self to them that they may never be triumphant lie has caused the stakes to 
slip out of their hands, and their share has dwindled to nothing. Their fate Is 
forecast. 

" < 'ge' Now let me know that the twelve (runs) are mine O White Dragon 
fly Let me know that their shire is mine — that the stakes are mine Now, he 
I the rival player] Is compelled to let go his hold nr«n the stakes. Thev l the 
shaman s clients] are become exultant and gratified. TO • " 

This ceremony ended, the players form in line headed bv the shimin, and 
march In single file to the ball ground- where they find iwiltlnz them a 
crowd of sjiectators — men women and children — sometimes to the Dumber 
of several hundred, for the Indians always turn out to the ball plaj n > nutter 
how great the distance from old Dig Witch, stooping under the weight of 
nearlv a hundred years down to babies slung at their mothers backs. The 
ball ground is a level field by the river side surrounded by the high timber 
covered mountains \t either en 1 are the goal- each consisting of ft pair of 
upright poles, between which the ball must be driven to make a run the side 
whkb first in ikes 12 borne runs being declared the winner of the game and the 
stakes. The ball is fum I bed by the challengers who sometimes try to select 
one so small thit it will fall through the netting of the ball sticks of their 
adversaries but us tbe others ire on the lookout for this, the trick nsnilly fills 
cf its I nrposfc \fter tbe bah is once *et In motion It must be picked up only 
with the bill sticks, although after having picked op the ball with the sticks the 
player frequently takes it in his hand and. throwing nwav the sticks runs with 
It until intercepted by one of tbe other party when lie throws it. If lie can to 
one of his friends further on ‘Should i pliver pick np the bill with bis hand, 
as sometimes happens in tbe scramble there at once arises all over the field a 
cborus of “ Cw3 yl GQti ' Cw3 yt Gfiti “ With tbe hand with tbe hand”* — 
e<ioiTfllent to ©nr own “ loul foul — and that inning is declared n draw 

While onr men are awaiting tbe arrival of the other party their frlenls crowd 
around them, and tfle women throw across tftci'r ontsfrefefled' fiaflf sticks ffie 
pieces of calico tbe email squares of sheeting used as shawls and the bright red 
handkerchiefs so dear to the heart of the Cherokee which thev intend to stake 
upon the game It may be ns well to state that thev* handkerchiefs take the 
place of hats, bonnet*, and scarf*, the women throwing them over their beads in 
shawl fashion and tbe men twisting them like tnrhans about their hair while 
loth sexes alike fasten them about their throats or use them as bags for carrying 
email packages. Knives, trinkets, and sometimes small coins, are al-o wagered. 
But these Cherokee today ore poor Indeed. Hardly a man among them owns & 
horse and never again will a chief bet a thousand dollars upon his favorites, as 
w as il me In Georgia In 104. Today however as then, they win all they 
have 



IUCKET: CHEROKEE 


AS 5 


Now a series of jell9 announces tlie near approach of the men from Cm en 
Town, and in n few minutes they come filing out from the bushes — * tri] >ped, 
scratched, and decorated like the others earning their ball sticks hi their bauds, 
and headed by a eliaman The two parties come together in the center of the 
ground, utid for a short time the scene resembles an auction, ns men and women 
move nliout, holding up the articles they propose to wager on the game and Mil 
ding for stakes to be matched against them. The lotting lielng ended, the 
opi>oslng players draw up in two lines facing cadi other, each man with his 
ball sticks laid together upon tlie ground In front of him, with the heads point- 
ing toward flit* man facing him. This Is for the purpose of matching the 
pl.ijers so ns to get the same number on each side, und sbouM it be found that 
n player lias no antagonist to face him lie must drop out of the game ,<u<h a 
result frequently happens, ns both pirtles striae to keep their arrangements 
secret up to the ln«t moment There is no fixed numlior on a side, the common 
quota being from nine to twelve. Catlln, indeed, shaking of the Choct.ms. sajs 
that “.It Is no uncommon occurrence for six or eight hundred or it thou* mil 
of these young men to engage in a game of h ill, with Are or six times that mini 
her of spectators but this was Just after the removal, while the entire nation 
was yet camped upon the prairie In the Indian Territory. It would hire lieen 
Utterly Impossible for ihe slnnunx to prepare a thousand pilfer*, or even one- 
fourth of that number. In the regular way, and In Catlln'M spirited description 
of the game the eeremonlnl psrt Is ehlelly con-plmmis hr its absence The 
greatest inimlier that I ever heard of among the old Cherokee was twenty-two on 
a side. There 1* another secret formula to Is* recited h> the Initiated at this 
Juncture, and addressed to tlie Ited knhulu, or lilckorj. for the puntose of de- 
stroy lug the efflcleno of Ills enemy's ball sticks. 

During the whole time tint the game Is in progress the sti.ininn. entire tied 
In the hutflies by tlie watvr side. Is busy with Ills prnjers and Incimtitlous for 
tlie success of his clients mill tlie defeat of their rivnt* Through his assistant, 
who acts ns messenger, he is kept advis'd of the movements of tlie phyers by 
seven men. known ns counselors, nppointcvl to watrli the g-inie for tint pun-i-e 
i'lieso seven counselors also have n gen, Till oversight of the conjuring and other 
proceedings at the b ill play dance I Ivory little Incident Is regarded as an omen, 
and the «li mum governs himself accordingly 
An old man now advances wllli the hall, and standing at one end of Ihe 
lines. delivers n Anal address to the ptajers. telling them tint t’nf’l infl'hl the 
Apjiortfoiier — the sun — Is looking down uism them, urging them to iKijiilt 
themselves In the games ns their fathers have dune U>fore ttiein . bul iilsive all 
to kee|» tlielr tuuis-n. so tint none may hive It to siy that they got angry 
* or quarreled, Olid that after It Is over each one tuav return lu l* nv along 
the white trail to rest In his white Imnse While In these formulas is «jro 
bollc of pence and happiness and nil good things, lie com lodes with n loud 
“ Iln ! Tahiti gvvfi” " “Now for the twelve'" and throws the hall Into the air 
Instantly twenty pairs of ball slicks clatter together In ihe air. as their 
owners spring to catch tlie ball In Its descent. In tlie scramble it usually hip- 
|vens that the ball fnlls lo the grouml. when It Is phked ti|i by one more arrive 
than the rest. Frequently. however, a man will suoeissl in entitling it I* tween 
Ids ball sticks ns It fall*, and. disengaging hlmvtf from the red. start* t<> run 
with It to the pull , but Is’fore he has pine a d,«en yards they arv» ui«ui him. 
and tlie whole crowd px* down top-tber. rolling and tumbling over each other 
In the du*t. straining and tugging for possession of tlie tAll. until one of tlie 
players mannp-s to extricate liltu«elf from the struggling heap atal starts off 
with the ball. At once tlie others spring to tlielr feet and. throwing away 
their ball sticks, rush to Intercept him or prevent his capture, their Mick hair 
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streaming mil Mhlnd and tlielr naV.nl t.»lie* jrllrtenlng In I Ik* sun w they run. 
The art nr I* nnutintly « barging Sour the | layer* are nil lordlier al tin* 
lower end fit 11 h 1MV when awMenlj with n i*iwrrful throw, a j layer send* 
the Kill high nrf tin* bm«|n of the ijurlitrn and Int » the ln*t« Iffninl 
Retire then I* tlw tu realise l( btv they come with a grand sweep otkl a 
bur*t of sIm rt sharp dnnW rxi Limall >n*» charging right Into the «r»»wil 
knocking men nod wi men to right anil left, nn I ntuml ling over dogs am! Ml If* 
In their fra tit If eff.rt* to get nt tin? MIL 

H I* a very exciting game n« wall n* a very r»uch one and In It* genera! 
friton** I* n roml luatlt n ff MsebalL. foot hull a ml the old fa«hl»tv*l shinny 
\1m ~t evirythlng short of murder I* ollowtil Je In tl*f gamp and Mtb i<irtlf* 
aoniolltiH-* go Into tha contest wltli ll** flollMrate pnrp«*p if rrippllns or 
DtlMTnl* drilling the Ml I layer* on I Ik* opposing side Mrtou* nci I lent* 
ora fonnoti. In the tint game which I altnounl oik* man wa« seised annul 
thennl«t tit a j*>werfnllv Ittllt adversary raKed up In 11 k* nlr nnd hurl**! d wn 
upon tlv* ground with such fore** a* to t peak hi* collar bore III* friend* t tilled 
him i tit t • on< >Id • and tlx gamp went < n. S< m« time* two n»ti lie etniggtlrg 
on the gnur 1 * lutchlng at each otlicr* thni.it* tons nftpr tin* Kill ha* t*nn 
nrrl<*I to iIk* otl» r ct> I of tM fl Id. until the drivers nrroM with 1 mg flout 
snltihc* rot up running up an*l Mlahor both <>vrr their Kirr shoal Ipt* until 
they ate fowl to break their h< M. It 1« ■!« 1 M doty of tl»-*e ilrlrer* to 
gather lit* Mil nick* tht* wn an ay In 11 k exHtemcot and rc*trr» them to tMlr 
win* at tl» tK-gtcintcig < f tM next Inning. 

When the 1 all ha* Men carried through the goal the placer* ermie Met to 
the renter an 1 take posltim In acrvrdiner with the ptwlou* In«tnjrtlon* of 
tbelr shannn*. The two captain* stand faring each other and the Mil 1* then 
thrown np Iv the raj tain of IIh st le whHi won the Ia*t Inning Then tbe 
struggle l*-gltj* ngiln anl so the game pe* on until one party wore* 12 run* 
ami I* dm Iirrnl the victor an 1 the winner « f the stake*. 

V* won a* llie game 1* « ver usually about sundown the winning player* 
Immediately g*> to water ngiln with tlnlr shintin* ant perforin another cere- 
mony f r the purpose of tnmlng a«tle tin rrvpn.cful Incantation* of their 
defeated rlrnK TMy tMn dm* ami the crow 1 of hungry | laver* wM hare 
eaten n thing nln« they rtirtcil f<r the iltme the night l>rf< re make a com- 
bined attack « n the prorldon* which the women t* w f nwlure frr.ru their shiwl* 
and basket*. It *MuM he meutloneil licit to n«*nage tlilrut during tb» game 
the | layer* ate allowed to iltink a four prvj oration nia le from grven grape* 
and wil 1 era! api le*. 

Although the er ntestint* on both aide* are picked men anil etrlre t> win 
(plate* xv xci 1 (.training every mo*ele to the ntuioet the Impression left 
upon my mind after witnessing n nntnt*r of game* I* that the Mine numMr of 
athletic yonng white men woul I have Infused more rot o*t energy Into tbe pliy — 
tbit 1* provided they eouh! rtand opon their feet nfter all the irelimlnary 
fasting bleeillng anil loe* of sleep Refore separating the defeated party 
usually thilleuge* the victor* to a second contest, and In a few day* prepara 
tions ore actirelv under way for another game 
Of the ball game Sir Sloonev relate* further* 

'some old people say that the moon is a hall which was thrown op against 
the sky In a game a long time ago They say that two towns were playing 
against each other 1 but one of them bad the t>est runners and had almost woo 
tbe game when the leader of tbe other side i icked up the ball with hi* hand — 
a thing that I* not allowed In tbe game — and tried to throw to the go.iL ! ut 
it struck against the solid sky vault and was fastened there to remind players 
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never to cheat When the moon looks small anti |tnle it is because some one 
In* handled the hall ntifalrh ami for till* rcosou the. formerly plnjed onle 
at tlie time of a fotl inoon.* 

In another myth Mr Mooncj refer* to playing ball as a figurative 
oppression for a content of any kind, particularly a battle . 6 
CiiERourr. Walker county, Georgia. 

Itev. George White write*: r 

We hive twen favored with the following letter from a gentleman. giving nu 
account of on Italian hall play which took place In this county, nml at which he 
was present : 

“We start oil one tine morning In the month of Augn=t. for the hickory 
grountl-s having learned tliat two town*. Chattooga and Cblcamaugn, w ere to have 
a grand ball plaj at that pi " e found the ground* to Is? a lieautifnl hickory 
level, entirely In a state of nature. ui«m which had been erected several nule 
tent*, containing numeroa* article*, mostly of Indian manufacture, which were 
the stake* to l»e won or hwt In the approaching contest. We had been on the 
ground only a short time when the two contending parties, composed of fifty 
men each, mostly In n state of nudity and having their face* painted In a fan- 
tnstlcnl manner, beaded hy their chiefs, made their appearance. The wnr- 
wtxN.p wn* then sound. si hy one of the parties which was Immediately answered 
by the other, and continued alternately ns they advanced slowly and In regular 
order toward* each other to the center of the ground allotted for the contest 
- In order that you may hare on Idea of the play, Imagine two !>arullel lines of 
stake* driven Into the ground near each other, each ^tending for about 100 
yards and lotting « *|uce of I«* yards between them. In the center of these 
" the contending town*, headed hy their chiefs, each having ,n their 
bands two wooden mwon*. curiously carted, not unlike our large Iron spoons. 
The ol. ^ TL* Uns I* «o throw up the ball The ball Is made of deer 
skin w ound around a piece of spunk. To carry the ball through one of the lines 
mentioned above I* the purpose to be accomplished. Every tla.e the ball Is 
carried through these line* counts 1. The game Is commenced by one of the 
chiefs throwing up the ball to a great height, by means f 
v. n, (ho lull I, llirewn tip. tlto contcpdlnjf parties mingle together If 

the chief of the P»ftt cntcltc «* *•« ■» * *“> *»"“• 

which he exerts 1,1. titmo-t still to Jo- * ™"» 1 <“ “* •“* Tte r “W rtl ™ 
parties slnntl prepared lo etch 11, e tall If Itere >l»»ia he n f.l ure on the port 
of their chief, lo tlo - Oo tltl. <««»lon the raffles were aMIntptl.brt from 
each other by tbe color of their ribbons; the one being red, the other bine 
••The strife begin*. Tbe chief has failed to catch the ball. A stout warrior 
has caught It and endeavors w ith all speed to carry It to his hues when a faster 
runner knock* his feet from under him. wrests the hall from him. and trium- 
phantly makes hi* w ay with the prire to hi* own line; but when he almost reaches 

* . . . nne nr more of ht* opponents, who endeavors to take 

It from Wm Theltraggle becomes general, and It Is often the case that serious ' , 
“ fTO , , ‘ inflicted It Is very common daring the contest to let the 

taiTf“l to tb'e Btoma Tlte Strife now cwt— for « -S ontll lie cllcf. «.In 
KnnVia The ball is again thrown up. and the game I* continued as 
above Scribed. Sometimes half an hour elapses before either side succeeds in 
making 1 In the game 


•Ibid., p. 213, 433 


rokee Nineteenth Annual Report of tbe 1 

; toon 

• Historical Colleclloos of Georgia, p C7( 
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- It l-f u-.ua! at there hall plays for each party ti» lea re their conjurers at work 
at the time the game Is polos on . their stations are near the center of each tine 
In their hands are shells, bones of snakes ete There conjurers are sent for 
from a great distance. Thee are estimated according to their ape and It Is sup- 
posed by then charms they can mfioence the game On this occasion taco con- 
jurers were present . they appeared to te> over 1(0 years of ape When I “poke 
to one of them he did not deipn even to rai--e hi* bead the second time I 
spoke be pare me a terrible look, and at the same time one of the Indian women 
came and said. * Cons pate*’ unaka.’ * Go away, white man.' ” 

Hoton Ontario 

Nicolas Perrot • -ays. under jeu de cro=rf * 

They hare a certain game played with a bat. which greatly reremhles our 
game of tennis. Their custom Is to pit one nation against another and If one 1» 
more numerous than the other a certain number of men are withdrawn to rende’ - 
the side- equal. They arc all armed with a bat — that 1« to say a stick — the 
lower end of which Is enlarged and laced like a racket The ball Is of wood and 
ahaped very modi like a turkey egg. 

The goal* are la d oat In the open country and face cast anl wert, *outb and 
north. One of the parties. In order to win, must make the ball pa*s be vend th» 
cart and goals, while the other party plats for the north and sooth goats 
If anyone who has won once makes the toll pare lievond the wrong peak be is 
Obliged to begin areln. taking his adversary •> goal. It he happens to win again, 
he gains nothing. Then, the parties being equal and the game even. tbec begin 
the deciding game and the successful side takes the stakes. Men and women, 
coring boys, and girls ail play ©o one side or the other, and make bets according 
to their tneans. 

Tbcre games usually begin after the disappearance < f the snow and Ice and 
continue till seed time. Tbe game* are played In the afternoon, and the captain 
of each team harangues his players and announce* tbe hour fixed for beginning 
tbe game At the anointed time they gather in a crowd in tbe center « f the 
field, and one of the two captains, haring the ball In his han't. Or.-.-* it up la 
the air each player trying to send It In tbe proper direction. If the l all falls to 
the ground, they try to pull It toward themrelves with the'r bits, ami should It 
fail outaide the crowd of players, tbe most actlre of them win distinction by 
following closely after it- Tber make a great noire striking one against the 
other when titer try to parry strokes In order to dnre tbe bail In tbe proper 
direction. If a player keeps the ball ts-tween his feet and i* unwilling to let It 
P> he mn«t guard against tbe blows hl» adversaries continually aim at his 
feet If he hapjens to be wounded. It Is his own fault Legs ami arms are 
sometimes t roken and It has even happened that a jlijer ba« been killed. It 
Is quite common to see some one crippled fer tbe rert of hi« life who would not 
hare had this misfortune but for hL« own ©b»tlna«y TVben there accidents 
happen tbe unlucky victim quietly withdraws from the game if he Is In a condi 
tion to do so but If his injury will not permit this. hJ« relatives carry him 
home and tbe game goes on till It Is finished. a« If nothing had occurred. 

A« to the runner*, when the sides are equal ** airtimes neither ride will win 
during tbe entire afternoon and. again, one rile mar gain Iwth of the two 
game* necessary to win. In this raring game It 1 »>ks a* If the two rides were 
about to engage In battle This cxerrlre contributes ranch toward rendering tbe 
nx -rage* agile and quick to avoid adroitly a t low of a tomahawk In the hands of 

•U^sulK rar l»* Jlwnn, Coonsoo et PilD^oo dn jUarcrre ir rjaMre Kspteo- 
triocric p. 43 Leip*f- l*e*. 
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nn enemy when engaged In war. onil unless previously Informal that they were 
at play one «miM truly believe them to be fighting 

Whatever accident the game may nu«e I* attributed to luck, and there Is in 
«>nse<|uen«* no bard feeling between the players. The wounded seem as well 
fatl'fled n« If nothing had happened to them, thus demonstrating that they hare 
plenty of courage and tb Jt they are men. 

They take what they hare wagered and their winnings, and there Is no dis- 
pute on either side when It conies to a qne-dlon of payment, no matter what 
pnme they phy. If. however, anyone who does Dot belong In the game, or who 
lias bet nothing, hits the ball, tbn* giving any advantage to either side, one of 
the players on the other side will upbraid the outsider, asking him If the game 
Is any affair of hi* and ® hy he meddles a 1th IL They often come to blows, and. 
If some chief does not pacify them. Mood may he spilled or even some one killed. 
The best way to prevent such disorderly occurrences Is to begin the ynne anew, 
with the consent of those wbo are ahead, for If they refuse to do *o they hare 
the advantage. When some prominent man takes part In the dispute, it is not 
difficult to arrange their differences aDd Induce them to follow his adrlcv. 

Baron La I Ionian says:* 

They hare n third play « 1th a ball not nnllke onr tennis but the balls are 
very large, and the rackets resemble ours, save that the handle Is at least 3 feet 
long. The savages who commonly play at It In large eom|«nles of three or fonr 
hundred at a time, fix two sticks at 300 or GOO pace* distant from each other. 
They divide Into two equal parties and tore up the ball about halfway between 
the tuo sticks. Each forty endeavors to toss the ball to their side: some ran 
to the ball, and the rest keep at a little distance on both sides to assist on all 
ijuirter*. In fine, this game Is so violent that they tear their skins am! break 
their legs >cry often In striving to raise the ball All these games are made 
only for fea«ts or other trifling entertainments, for ’tls to he observed that as 
they hate money, so they never put It In the balance, and one may say Interest 
l« never the occasion of debates among them. 

Huron - . Ihonatiria. or St .Toreplt. near Thunder bay, Ontario 

Jean de Brebcuf says: * 

Of three klmls of games especially in use among these peoples — namely, the 
games of crorec. dish, and straw, the first two are, tbev say. most healing Is 
not this worthy of compassion? There U a poor sick man. fevered of body and 
almost dying, and a miserable sorcerer will order for him. ns n cooling remedy, 
a game of crosse. Or the sick man himself, sometimes, will have dreamed that 
he must die unless the whole country 6ba)l play crosse for his health . and no 
matter how little may be Ills credit, yon will see then in a I>eantifu] field, vil- 
lage contending against village as to who will play crosse the better, and betting 
against one another beaver robes and porcelain collars, so as to excite greater 
Interest Sometimes. al«o, one of there Jugglers will gay that the whole country 
Is sick, and he asks a game of <TO«re to heal It . no more needs to be said. It Is 
published Immediately everywhere, and all the captains of each village give 
orders that all the young men do their duty In this respect, otherwise some great 
misfortune would befall the whole country c 


•New Voyage* to North America, r 2, p IS. London. 1T03 

» Gelation of 1G3C. The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, v 10 p IS". Cleve- 
land. 1*157. 

• Brfbeof describe* the affairs of the Huron aa included under two heads 

The first are. as It were affairs of state — whatever may concern either citizens or 

arranger*, the puhllc or the Individuals of the Tillage ; as, for example, feasts, dances. 

games, crosse matches, and funeral ceremonies. The second are affairs of war Now 
there a« as many sorts of Captains as of affairs (Ibid p 229 ) 
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Mon aw x Grand river, Ontario (Cat no 3S513 1 , 3Sal4, Free Mu 
«enm of Science and \xt, Uim ersitv of Perms) Warm ) 
Racket for lacrosse (figure 761), consisting of a sapling curved at one 
end the bent portion woven with a network of bark cord , length, 
48 inches 



FlQ 761 Racket length <S inches. ^tphawk India os. Grand river Ontario cat no 34513, Free 
Museum ot Science and Art, University ot Pennsylvania 

Ball covered with txuckbkin (figure 7G2) , round 24 inches m diam 
eter the cover Ul one piece cut and sewed like i baseball Col 
lected In the writer m 1901 

The name of the racket was given as ki du kwi stn and that of the 
ball as no ht The racket was explained as the old kind, with bast 
cords instead of twine, as is now used 

Mr J N B Hewitt 0 informed the 
writer that the use of bark as a network 
was only to replace «inew when that 
article was not obtainable The bark 
of the slippery elm boiled m water to 
make it pliable, was emplo) ed He says 
Tbe network on the common Iroquois dub 
was not drown taut, but it n as sufficiently taut 
to enable the player to tirow tbe ball ton very 
great distance — a successful throw carrying 
tbe ball about "O rods — and yet the netting 
was Ioo«e enough to enable n skillful player 
oftentimes to carry the ball through n crowd 
of opposing players. On the regulation club 
used In the modernized game which Is tery 
seldom played I y the Irojnoli tbe network Is made very taut, so that the net 
work, emits « twang when it is picked by the fingers. 

TI e goals or 1 ntts for the ball game were marked by poles or stakes from 10 
to 15 feet In length two In number driven in tbe ground fron 0 to 15 p-lces 
apart Tbe goal therefore nas a square or quadrilateral sjace bounded on two 
sides by the t ' o upright poles on one side by tbe groun I and « n the other by a 
Hue connecting either the extreme ends of the poles or two marked points on the 
poles nt some agreed height from the ground. The goals were placed from 40 to 
60 rods apart according to tbe number and skill of the players. 

The players to begin the game assemble on the I nil ground at a point mid 
way between tbe goals or I urts. Tbe two parties are then divided Into couples 
even I layer Iielng paired with one of tbe opposite party those paired being as 
nearly as possible of equal skill aglUty strength and flectne«s of foot One of 
the players Is placed Immediately In front of the goal di-fen led by hla side and 
another In front of the opposite goal The*. two are called tbe door guard*. H 
Is tl elr duty to gunrd the goals against an opposing player who may attempt to 

• Seethe tmerican Anthropologist t 5 p ISO 1S02. 



Ontario cat no <R5H Fre« 
llasemn of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania 
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throw llw Mil through from n distance or to carry tlx* lull) Into the pul <m his 
•hih. These two tire ehon, n rntlier for tlielr skill and vigil mee tluti Tor fleet- 
ness of foot. 

It was cmvddcrcd a great tent for a player to take the lull on Ills but. elude 
Ids j>tir«uer« «tu! Opponents, outplay the door gu ml and thus <nrrr the ball Into 
the glial, especially If Ue w» able to walk Into the goal. The aide who*e player 
did this would taunt the other side by saying, “It liy on the club when It 
entered." 

The game wan opened by the two captains holding their clubs irosspd in the 
form of a Maltese cross with the 1*11 placed midway Ix-twecn the etuis of the 
network on oath club; then by n steady pu"h each mptntn endeavors to throw 
the bull in the direction of the goal to which his side- most teenr JL 

IJke all other public games of the Iroquois, the l>nll game was to the specta- 
tors a fnTorlte opportunity for N-ttlng and many would wager mid lose nil their 
jios.Hc-«dons. 

Tlie Iroquois prefer the ancient to the modern style of the game, for In the 
former they bnd n greater opportunity to exhibit their skill, strength, and floet- 
iu-ss of foot IndlTldunlly. w bemis In the modernized form of the game. I believe, 
there Is more team-play. 

Previous to a matcheil pome the player* would go through a eoiir«- of strin- 
gent fasting, bn thing, and emetic*. Tbe latter were diwctlon* of tlie bark of 
s|«>tlisl alder mid ns! willow. 

The contending ivutlex of ball player* all carried some eliann or talisman to 
Insure tlielr victory. Blinniniw were hired by lmllridu.il players to exert their 
supernatural lower* In their own Mmlf ami for tlielr side, and when n noted 
wlxinl OI»>nly espouse! the cause of one of the p.iftlcs the players of the other 
side felt to a certain extent disheartened. 

The game was played during spring, summer, and fall: and formerly the 
players painted aprt adorned themselves In tlielr most npi>ro\e<l style. 

The game generally logins In Hie afternoon; seldom, It ever. In the forenoon 
It Is usually followed by a donee at night, accompanied by a feast 
Mohawk. Grand rher, Ontario. 

Col. William II. Stone," referring to the Imll game, which he eironc- 
nii-ly declares the Six Nations adopted from the whites, describes a 
match played at Grand riier between the Mohawk and Seneca in 
1797: 

Tlie combatants nmnliered idiont six hundred upon a side. Tlie 
goals, designated by two pair of byes, were 30 rods apart and the 
goals of each pair about 30 feet apart. Each passage of the ball be- 
tween them counted n point, hut the tnlly chiefs were allowed to cheek 
or curtail tlve want in order to protract tlie game. Tire hall was pot 
in play by n beautiful girl. 

Caughnawaga, Quebec. 

»T. A. Cutxj fc gives the following definitions: 

Atenno, pnuroe, balle. pelote A Jouer ; atst«lkwahe, cros«e do jouer, baton re- 
courbd, rnquette jwur lo Jeu de crosses tekntBlkwnheks, frnpper la b ille, jouer A 
la crosse. 


"Life of Brant, v. 2, p. 4 IT. Coopers to»n, 1841 
* Lexhjue de la Longue Iroquolse, Montreal, 1882 
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Tin? la c t two are derived from ot-ikwa meaning in general any 
thing that ha^ a form almost round and a certain =olidit\ 

0\oM»\r\ New’lork 

Tiie Dictionmire Francai'-Onontague* gives tins definition 

Bale a Jouer odztkLSa deyevendakkSa 

In Zei«l»erger% Indian Dictionjn 6 we find 

To I lay nt thill wa*sSeJuitja«ina Kali (kugel) orictniaa. 

St Reg!' ‘•t Regis New ^ ork (Cat no ll&MQ United States 
National Museum.) 

Leather-cOMred ball (figure 7C3), made of a single piece cut anti 
stitched with thread containing an interior core of cotton thread, 
Collected bvR B Houglu 
Seneca New \orL 
Morgan e describes tiie Iroquois ball 
game as follows 

B 1th the Iroquois, the hall game o-ti-dj Jlsh 
qua age was the favorite among their amuse- 
ment* of thu description This game retches 
l>a<L to t remote antiqulfr was universal among 
the red races, ami wfl* played with i degree of 
seal nod enthu Insm which wonld scarcely he 
credited. It was i laved with a small deerskin 
•■all by a select band, usually from six to eight 
on a side, each set representing lb, own party The 
game wav divided Into several contests. In which 
each set of plavers strove to carry the halt 
through their own gate They went ont Into an open plain or field and erected 
gates, about 60 rods apart, on its opposite side-, Each gate was simply two 
pole- some JO feet high set in the ground abont 3 rods o«under One of these 
gates belonged to each party and the contest between the j livers was which 
set would Br-t carry the ball through Its own a given number of times Either 
0 or 7 made the game, ns the parties agreed. If o for example was the 
Handier the party which first carried, or drove the hall through Its own 
gate this number of times, won the victory Thus, after eight separate con 
tests the w'-cties. uuLghk. stand- enyiaL ea/*. having won. A In. which. Co.*#* the 
party which succeeded on the ninth content would carry the game The plavers 
commenced In the center of the field, mid \ av between the gate* If one of them 
became fatigued or disabled during the I rogress of the game he was allowed to 
leave the ranks, and bis party could supply hi* place w Itb a fresh pliyer t ut 
the original numbers were not at any tune allowed to be Increased. Pegul r 
managers were appointed on each side to see that the rule* of the game were 
strlctlv an 1 fairly observed. One rule forbade the plavers to touch the ball 
with the hand or foot 


* New fort Crimolu Press Ik *> 

* Cambridge l^S 

* Lesgo- of the Iroquois, p "W Pochesler 1SJL 


(lmmctcr, i?J inches 



Fig -63. B»H. ebsmeter SJ 
Inches Regis Indians. St 
Eegis, New Tort- cat. no. 
I1»*M, Cm ted states NstiOMl 
llmetm 
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The Ja«t two nre derived from ot-ikwa meaning in general an\ 
thing that has i form almost round and a certain *=o]idit\ 

Ononoici Ncti lork 

Tlie Dictionnaire Franrais Onontague • gives tins definition 
Dale a louer odzlhk^a deyeyendahkSa 
In. Zeiaberger s Indian Dictionary k we find 
To plav at ball, wa«zichqna«.-qua ball (kngel) ozfcbqtia 

St Regis St Regi "Sew ^orh (Cat no ll^S-lO United States 
National Mu-vtim.) 

Leatlier-coi ereil ball (figure 7C3), made of a smgle piece cut and 
stitched with thread, containing an interior core of cotton thread, 
Collected bv R. B Hough 
Seneca New \ orh 
Morgan' describes the Iroquois ball 
game ns follow* 

With the Iroquois, the ball frame o-ta-da Jl«b 
qua Ire was the laronte union? their amuse- 
ments of this description. This rime reaches 
I ack to a remote antiquity was tmlrersal aura? 
the red races, and was played with a decree of 
real and eDthasla.m which would scarcely be 
emitted. It wj« played with a «mall deer-kin 
ball bv a select band, usually from «ix to eight 
on tv ride each set represent in? its own partv The 
game was divided into several contests In which 
each set of players strove to carry the bill 
through their own gate They went out Into an open plain or field and erected 
gates about rods opart, on it« opposite sides. Each gate was slmj ly two 
pole* some 10 feet high, set in the ground about 3 rod* asunder One of llw-^e 
gates belonged to each party and the contest lietween the players was which 
set would first carry the I all thron'd! Its own a given number of times Either 
5 or made the game n* the parties agreed. If Z for example was the 
number the party n Inch first carried or drove the 1 ill through its own 
gate Ibis number of times won the victory Thus, after eight separate con 
tests tie parties might, stand equal each having won -1 in which ca«e the 
party which succeeded on the ninth contest would carry the game flie ptayer* 
commenced In the center of the fiel 1 midway between the gates. If one of them 
became f ttlgued or disabled during the progress of the game he was allowed to 
leave the ranks, and his party coult supply his place with n fresh plaver hut 
the original numbers were not at any time allowed to l*e Increased. I egul ir 
managers were appointed on each side to see that the rules of the game were 
strictlv and fairly obi-erved. One rule forbade the plavcra to touch the tall 
with the hand or foot 


diameter, 2J inches. 



Fir. ’"S3. Ball, dimeter 2 
inches” St Begin Indians. St 
Eegis. New York cat no 
113-MO T7ort«l States National 
Jlnwma 


•New Tort Cramoley Pres*. 1V> 

•Cambridge 1*$" 

* LniM ol the Iroquois. p. "SI Rochester IS5L 
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fincli a «yst«n bad tbe rliring of this game been reduced by «=klll and practice 
If every trial was urderrtly contested nnd the parties continued nearly equal in 
the number decided, it often lengthened out the game until tbe approaching 
twilight made It necessary to take another day for Its conclusion. 

On the final deck on of the game the escl imation« of trinm; b ns would be 
expected, hnew no bounds. Cap* tomahawks and blankets were thrown up 
Into the air and for a few momenta tbe nrtes of victory resounded from every 
side. It was doubtless a con» derate provision, that the prevailing party were 
upon a side of the field opposite to and at n distance from, the vanquished, 
otherwise such a din of exultation might hare proved too exciting for Indian 
patience. 

In ancient times they used a solid ball of knot Tbe tall bat also was made 
without network having a solid and curving bead, vt a subsequent day they 
substituted the deer 'kin ball and the network ball bat [figure 7o4] In present 
use The«e substitutions were made so mauv years ago that they have lost tbe 
date 
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GualalA- California 

Air Stephen Powers • mentions tennis among the amusements at the 
great autumnal games of thi tribe 

Pomo California 

Mr Stephen Powers * relates the following 

There is a game of tennis played bv the Porno of which I hare beard 
nothing among tbe northern tribe® A hall I® roan led out of an oak knot about 
as large as those generally n-ed ty scboolbors and It h propelled ly a racket 
which Is constructed of a long, slender stick bent double and houn 1 together 
leaving a circular hoop at the extremity across which is woven a coarse mesh 
work of strings. *5nch on implement In not strong enough for batting the ball 
neither do they hat it bnt simply shore or tbrnst it along the ground. 

Tbe game Is ilayed In the following manner They first separate tbemvlres 
Into two equal parties and each party contributes an equal amount to a stake to 
be played for as they seldom consiler it worth while to play wit bout betting; 
Then they select an ipen space of ground ami establish two parallel base lines 
a certain number of paces apart, with a starting line between, equidistant from 
l<otb. Two champions, one for each party stand on opposite sides of the 
starting point with their rackets a squaw tosses the ball in the air and cs it 
descends tbe two champions strike at It. and one or the otter gets the adran 
tage hurling It toward his antagonist a base-line Then there ensues a universal 
rush, pell-mell higgledy-piggledy men and squaws crushing an I bumping — for 
the squaws participate equally with the sterner sex — each party striving to propel 

• Tribe* of C*I fomli Contrlbotloo* to North lmcric*n Fttmology t 3 p. 1 *> 3 . 
Wubloxton 1S“7 

* IMA, p. 131 also Owtoad Monthly r 9 I* SOL 
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the ball litres the enemy's base-tine Thev cujov this sport iiuinemely hugh 
ami vociferate until thev are “ out of all w hooping " some tumble rtow n ami get 
ttietr lie.uK Kitted aixl nitirh diversion is created for thev are very good- 
natured ami free from jangling In their ntmisements One p.irtj must drive the 
hall n certain number of times over the other's base line befoie the g line Is <iin- 
tlurted, ami lids not un frequently occupies them n half d«> or move during 
which tbej eviK'tul more strenuous endeavor than they would in a day of honest 
labor In a squash field 

Potters dcsci dies the Poino ns staking fancy botvs and arrow*. on 
their ball parties. Of these articles they frequently have a number 
made only for gambling purposes — not for use in hunting. 

Pomo. Ukinh valley. Mendocino county. California. (Cat. no. 

709GG. 70977, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Packet (figure 765). made of a l»nt oak stick, 40 inches, in length, 
with twine mesh, and ball, of pepper-wood knot. 2j inches in 
diameter. Collected by Br J. W. Hudson. 



Fta TUS. Ball and mckct. dlameler of b*U, Si Ini bp- tengtb of rn. Icot. to jncheB, Pomo Indiana, 
Mendocino roanty, California, cat. no TOO/. 70'ITJ, Field Colombian IIumtud 


Seven miles south of Ukialt. Mendocino county, California. 

(Cat. no. 7Q94G, 70917. Field Columbian Museum.) 

Packet of dogwood (figure 7GG), with rawhide lacings, 35 inches 
long; and ball, a pepperwood knot. Collected by Dr J. IV. 
Hudson, who describes the game as played by tossing the ball 
in the center of the field and contesting for it with netted sticks, 
under the name of tatunpiyem. 



Fli. TAB Enll and racket, length of racket, 35 inches, Pomo Indiana. Mendocino connty. Call 
forma, cat. no 7OW0. 70017, Field Columbian Museum 

The Kill «tl<ha, < ailed tsi-tim' nre 3 feet in length The gonK hul kail dako' 
(tiul!=.\e win!) nre 0 feet high and 23 yards apart The ball, pH. 3', is 
usually of laurel (E'm&efnrriat. but sometimes a deer knuckle bone 


MABIPOSVK STOCK 

YoKtrrs. Tale River agency, Tulare county, California. (Cat no. 
70392, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two willow saplings (figure 767). 50 inches m length, with an oak 
loop lashed on the lower end with sinew; accompanied by two 
small mistletoe-root balls coated with pitch and painted red. 
These nre implements for a ball game, collected by Dr J. IV. 
Hudson. 



690 CJAMFS Of TIIF N ORTH AMFMCAN INDIANS Imi m -I 

I In two lulls im laid In «idc on tho ground nt tlio end of the 
etutrw., and nt a word tin captains dip tlum up with their spoon 
stirl s and ca*t them forward to their mates who m nd them on to the 
neiire«t pur of opponents TI« cours. j*. ul>out 1 °00 \ ard" — around 
a trie and Inch to the first pod There im iisunlU ci^ht plaicrs 
three and u captain on each side 

C l ■ - , - -,.^ o 

Q 

Via IT R*U«n 1 rucVel length of n<*k*t Snlmhoi Yoknt* Id Unnx,Tul>' R TWHiBncj- Talar* 
coontr CalifornU nt n. ~ntt 1WI CoJmnbUn Manrom 

The pit * Is enlist wlt»-l watch tt lift rn thi cn 1 of n stlrl 1 the b II 
o-Itil tin f tick vri pat tl st lrtlne pvtl t *-II i nn I tl e tumlns stnk« Milam 
It t* i lnye<l only ly n n 



SrOQUELtJMN \N STOCK 

Miwok Bald Rock Tuolumne county California (Collection of 
Dr C Hart Merriam ) 

Two spoon shaped willow baskets (figure 7C8) one 1C and the other 
18 inches in length the longer stiffened bj a crosspiece near the 
handle 

Collected by Doctor 'Merriam and described be him a« used bj 
women in catching the ball po«ko in the game called amtah 




RACKET: CHICKASAW 
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Each woman carries a pair of these ba«ket«. called am mut'-nah, one in each 
hand She catches the ball In the larger one and coders it w itli the other while 
she rims off with it toward the goal The men trj to kick the ball, but can not 
(ay hands on It 

TomAorcui. Big creek. Tuolumne county, California. (Cat no. 

70220. 70226. Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two oval wicker baskets (figure 7C9), 13 inches in length, with 
handle: and buckskin-covered ball, 31 inches in diameter 
Collected by Dr J. 1Y. Hudson, who describes them as used in tho 
game of uinta, played bv both men and women. The baskets re- 
semble the seed-flail baskets used in this region. 

California. 

Mr H. II. Bancroft” says: 
they have one or two games 
which require some exertion One 
of the^e. in vogue among the Mee 
woes. is. played with bats and nn 
oak knot ball The former are made 
of a plIaDt stick, haring the end 
I >ent round and lashed to the main 
part, so as to form a loop, which is 
filled with a network of strings 
They do not “trike but pu“h the ball 
along with these bats The players 
take sides, and each party endeav- 
ors to drive the ball past the bound- 
lines of the other 

Big creek. 2 miles north of Grot eland, Tuolumne county, 

California. 

Dr J. IV. Hudson describes the following game under the name of 
Mikumship : 

Two women, standing 60 feet apart, throw n 4-lnch ball of buckskin filled 
with hair, e.ieh using two baskets to throw tbe bull which thev may not touch 
with their hands. The casting baskets called sbak num sla are made somewhat 
stronger than the a. ma ta 

This is n great gambling game between women and !» played for high stakes. 
It is counted w ith sticks, and a plaver forfeits one if she fails to catch or throw 
the ball so that It goes beyond the other’s teach 

MUSRIIOGEAX STOCK 

Chick \saw . Mississippi. ■» 

Adam Hodgson 6 says. 

As we were riding along ton aid sunset, we saw many parties of Cbicknsaws 
repiirlug to a dince and ball play. The magnificence of their dresses exceeded 
anything we had jet seen 


* The Native Races of the FaciBc Coast v 1, p 3D3, San Francisco 1874 

• Remarks during a Journey through North America, p 2S3, New York 1823 



Fta. 760 Rail and baU casting basket, du.meter 
of hall. 31 inches, length of basket, 13 inches, 
Topinagngun In dians , Tnolumne county Cali- 
fornia. cat no. 70220, 70220, Field Columbian 
Museum 
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ClIOCTtM Ml«I -Ippl 

Cupt Bi rn ird Rom in-> ” *• a 

Their play at l all Is either with a small hall \ I deerskin i r a Urge one ot 
wookit rags the flr«t Is thrown with battledores tin necoti 1 with the hand 
only tills |s n trial of skill lietween rllla'a? aiul village after haring np- 
ixiitttod the dor and fiell for meeting tley assemble at the time an I j lace fix 
two pule* (cross each other Ht uWiul an 1 <0 feet apart Thru thee attempt t > 
throw the ball thn ugh the 1 »wcr part of thim and the « i poslte j irtr to lug to 
fr* \ent It thro" It hack them<elve* "hkli the flr*t fl. (in try to iruput thn* 
they attempt to beat It nbont from one to th < ther with utuultik ri< Ienee md 
1 not wlilim broken Ilrab* or dhlwatetl jdnt* atv the ean<eiiwnw their being 
tiltnwt inked, painted, and ornamented with feathers his n „ood effett in the 
eye of the brstander during this rl dent diversion a nuniW I agreed hi f r 
the wore in 1 the parte w h > fird get* this nunil*er n Ins 

The " omen play among tlum-s-Ircs (after the men hue done) di-tutlug with 
as much eagerness as the Uien the st ikes or »«*t- an gemr-illr hull Tin re 
Is no difference In the other game with the I irge I all only the nun and women 
1 1 ly I rowl-eut tt-lj and they u«t n * I attled >re- 

Jwics Adair 6 «n\* 

Hall | laying Is their thief md most farorlte game and jt Is «neh severe 
exercise a» to show It was onginilli calenl ited fim turdy and ex|iert race of 
jks pie like thetn«elve» and the aticlrut S art an' The ball Is made i f a | Iece 
of scraped dccr-sWlu tnoUtenod nud «tuffed hard with deers hair an l strongly 
etaied with deers sinews — The ball stick* ore about 2 feet Ion,, the liner enl 
semen bit resembling the pilm of a haul nnl nhlch are worked with deer 
skin thongs Pet ween thefs. they catch the lull nnl thro" It u great distnn -e 
when not prevented by some of the opposite partv "Jx> try to i n tercet t them. 
The goal is about 500 cards In length nt en li cud of it they fix two I ng bend 
lug iwles Into the gre umL 2 vanla ipirt below I ut slanting a cond lend le wav 
outnard The party that haj j>ens to throw the I all over the~e counts 1 but 
If it be thrown un lemeath. It is cast I atk and placed f )r ns usual The game- 
sters are equal in mind er on each si Je and at the lieginnlng of eierv courv* of 
the ball ibev throw it up high in the ceuter of the gn tind. and In a direct line 
between the two goals When the crowd of placer* prevent* the one vbi 
cute lied the ball from throwing It off with a long direction he commonly sends 
it the right course by an artful sharp twirl. Tbev are so exceedluglc expert in 
this manly exercise that between the goals the ball Is mostlv flying the different 
ways bv the force of the placing sticks with Nit falling to the ground for 
ther are n t allowed to catch It with their hands It is surprising to see bow 
swiftly tbev flv "hen cby-eU chased bv t mint le-footed meaner when they 
are intercepted hr one of the opj* site party Ids fear of being cut bv the ball 
sticks commonly gives them an opportunity of throwing it perln|i* i hundred 
yard* but the antagonist sometimes runs up fiebln I and I v a sud leu stroke 
dashe* down the ball It is a verv unusual thing to see them act si itefully In 
any sort of game not even in this severe and teinptfDg exercise 

Bo^u r say* 

The Chaetaw* are very active nud merrv they have a plav at tall at which 
ther live very expert thev Invite the inhat Slant* of the neighboring villages to it 

• A Concise Natural History of Hast and West Florida p *0 New lork. 1"70 

h The nistory of the American Indian*, p 309 London 1 j • 

* Travels through that Part of North America formerly called Louisiana by M r Bossu. 

CaptaJa In the French Marines translated from the French tv John Belnbold Forster 

T 1 p 3(H London. 17 1 



RU KIT 


HIM Tin 


MU) 

rut (Inc Hutu by many eroirt saalug- Tin' men and women assemble in their 
U*'t ornaments. list |mw flit- whole d i* In idugtn;: and dinting, they eien 
linin' nil (hr nlchl lo the sound nf iIm< ilmtn nml ihliklkoK 1I«< liiti.iblt.nit-* 
of each \ lit 1 st** an* •Uilln^uUIiitl t>y n wp irate lire width tliev light in the 
middle of a great meadow Ttn* n«‘xl ilij I* that npiHjlntod fur tin* m.itih. 
they acre*' ujcoii n mark or aim nl«mt *>* yard* nlf mnl distlnguiahod tn two 
gnat | tolr*, between wkhh tin* hill 1* to |m** TIh-v generally count 1C till 
tin* trinii' 1* tip. Then* nre forty on rnti alii** ntul m(]utn> In* n h ittlcdnor 
in hin Inrttl, a Unit ‘Jj fir! lour. made ury nearly In tin' form of our* of walnut 
or ehi-stnilt w.-sl, ntul noon'll with rot>-*kli>*. 

.\ti olil man stand* in tin' miililli* of tin* pi ice approprl it oil to tlio pljy nuil 
throws up Into the air a twill of n»-»klii* mlloil almtit each othor The player* 
then ran. ml endemor to strike tlx* hall with their bnttlodoor* . It I* a |ileti*tir«* 
to them nin mL«L painted «ltli rnriun* color*. having n tiger's tali f istened 
Milnd. ami fi it!* r* on tin ir Inn. I* amt arm*, w htrli imue a* they nm. nml Imr 
n tery odd ilfnti they pu«!i .mil throw etih olhi r down: ho tint h.i* l>een 
expiTt enough to cot tlx* ball » ini* It to lil* inrty , those or the opposite party 
nm at hint win* hi* *elx.*l tho lull, nml wml it link In their a1d< : ami thus 
tliey dispute It to each other roiipnxwllj with such nntour. tint thoy sometime* 
dMm-iln tlielr «hoiittler* liy It. Tb* pliyer* an* iionr ill*plon«e.l . some nl.l men 
who n**l*t at the ptar, Ihssiium ninlliitor*. ami ilitennlne, tint the |iliy 1* onlr 
Intemleil a.* a rreiaatlon. nml not »« an n|i»>rtiiiil(} of ijuirrollnr The wacer* 
are cvnsliJeroble; tlio women l*-t arming tlioii>*eUp* 

Y\ lion tlie player* hare given n* or. tlu* women assemble anionir lheiu«elve* to 
rerenre tlielr lin*Kuul* nlm Ime h»*t tlio game Tho h iittiatoor they tn ike u*o 
of illfTer* from that of the men In Indue t*Mit. they all nr*' very nethc. ami run 
«Caln*f emti ollwr with oxtnine swlftm-** pushing eai !i other like tho men 
they liavlnr the name dre**, ext* pt on tines' |-nrt* which modesty ton he* them 
to mn r Tlioj only put nance on their iheek* nml vermilion, Instead of 
jmw tier. Iii their hair 
CiKKTtw I ml tun Terri ion. 

Cotlin* kij«: 

It I* no uiiiauiniH.ii msaim iua> for six or elcht Immlreil or n IliotisaiiO of those 
young men to engage In a ruin* of halt with five or six lime* tint nuuilior of 
HHx-tntor*. of men. women, mnl ihililren. Htirmundlug the cynlllul nml hsikiiig 

While nt tlio Clioetnwr nevney It was niinouneial that there wu* to In* u great 
ball piny on a eortnln ilay. within n few mile* on which occasion I attended 
nml maito tho three sketches which are liereto annexed (koo plate* xm. xvill. 
Six) ; nml al««» the follow Inc entry In my uotet«*ik which I M tern 1 1 v <aipv out 

“ Monday nlternoon at It o'clock 1 rode out w ltli l.lent« mint* S ami M . to a 
very pretty pr.ilrle. n limit it mile* distant to tin- hull ptiy crouml of tho Choc- 
taw*. where wo found several thousand Indian* cm.amped There were two 
{silnta of timber. about half a mile apart. In which the two parties for the play, 
with their re*i>octho filnillle* and friend*, were encamped . nml lying between 
them, the prairie on which the pimewa* to t>e playeil My companion* nml my 
Eelf, although we hail lieeu apprised. that to see the whole of a hill play, we 
most remain on the ground all the night preclou* had brought nothing to steep 
njmn, resoli Ing to keep our eye* open, and see w hat transpired through the night 
During the afternoon, we loitered about mining the different tent* and skantle* 
of the two encampment*, and afterwards at sundown witnessed tlio ceremony 

•better* itid Note* on I lie Manner", Puatom*. and Condition ot the North American 
HxlliiB*. v 2. p 123, London 1941 
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iff measuring out the ground, and mating the ~hye*' or p>il* which were in 
pilde tht 1 1 tv n.»il» pirtj lend tin Ir gu.il made with two upright posts nlwut 
2.» feet high atnl C feft a|utrt set Ann In the grrund with a |K>le ikiwm nt the 
top. Tli pm roiN were about -Jrt or .m rod* tjart amt «t n point Just Inlfwny 
lx. tween wits iiuothir wnall stake drliiii <1 iwn where the hall w is tut** thrown 
up at the f1rlii«s hr a gun to be *.tm e-Jct! for to the pi »ji ro. til till* preparation 
win Hi ulc I j noiue olil me tt wlm were It seem* selected h he the Judge* of the 
I Tar, who drew a line from one 1 je to the other, to which direct I v emu from 
tlx voAiK on both sides, a great concourse of women mu I (M nun bo\* and 
girls, mul dogs and liorw** w h**n t**ts wt re to I e made on the j la v The tutting 
iv is nil d me across tld* Jine, ond womed to t** rhliJIr lift to the women who 
niuihhI t«» 1m i martial led out n little «f everything that their lmu«es mil their 
fields iNNwesseil f.ond* find ^liftttel* — knlvr* — dres*es— I 1 lnkrts — p. t«. and ket 
tl ( K-~iiop« nnd Isir-es. and pin«, nn>I all wen* placed In the prn«ee*.*ion < f stake- 
holders who sit ty them, and watched 
them on the ground all nl-Jit, i ri jura 
ton 1 1 the plSv 

Tin sticks w 1th which this trlts? j lay 
an tint Into an obljughistp nt the end, 
with a sort of Nllght web of cm ill thong* 
lied nernss t > jirevrnt the I ill fn in 
pinking thn ngli The { t iver* hold one 
• f those In etch hand nn 1 1»v leiiplng 
Into the ilr they catch the t ill hetueen 
Hie two nettings and throw It without 
1-elng allowed to strike It or catch It 
In their hands , 

Tlie mode In which the«e sticks arc 
nmstrvcteil and used will I* -seen In 
the jmrtmlt of Tutloek-ehl«h ko (be 
who drinks the Julee of the stone) the 
most distinguished hall plover of the 
ChcKlaiv nation [figure 770], repre- 
rented in his hall play dress with his 
tuill-stlcks in his hands. In even* bill 
play of these jieople it 1« a rule of the 
1 1 iv that no man shall wear moccasins 
on his feet or nnv other dre«s than his 
breeeli cloth around bis waist with a 
beautiful load belt, aud a tall made of white horsehair or quUl« and n 
"mane on the neck of horsehair dyed of -various colors. 

This game had been arranged ami made up* 1 three or four months before the 
parties met to plav It and In the following ni inner —The two champions who 
led the two parties ind bail the alternate rhoosing of the players through the 
vhole trlt<e sent runners with the ball sticks most fantastically ornamented 
with ribbons nntl red p lint to lie touched 1>v e ich one of the chosen placers , 
who thereby ngreed to I e on the spot at 'the appointed time nnd readv for the ' 
plav The ground haling been atl prepared and preliminaries of the game all 
settled and the bettings all made and goods all staked night came on without 
the nppe irnnoe of any players on the ground But soon after dark a procession 
of lighted flamleanx was «een coming from each encampment to the ground 
where the placers assembled around their respective byes, aud at the beat of 
the drums nnrl chants of the women each parte of players commenced the * ball 
play dance [plate xvu] Each party danced for a quarter of an hour around . 












CHOCTAW INDIAN BALL PLAY- BALL DOWN INDIAN TERRITORY, FROM CATUN 
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U-flr mpmlTi* bye*. In their 1*11 |>1 tv drr** nttllng tliolr MI-MIrk* together 
1-1 tin* m—t rhdent niuitur nnd alt singing a* lottd n* llwy rvuld rul«e~H>. ir 
wldNt tie wrtixn of cn li party win* bid their p..l. nt *t.ike. formed 
info two POT* oil tti- lino In tween tlie Inn jnrtle* of player*. aml.diipvd at*.., 
In an uniform Mil*. ami nil their xutrr*. join'd In (hmiN to the Rnil Spirit, in 
wl,Wi they wire -dlrttlng Ini ftt..r in deildlng the gnn*e to tfa, i r advantage; 
atvl aim eno.uncinr the pliyer* t.> exert every [Miner tliey p.—*,-,!. j n jj*. 
■truwle Hat w n* to eu.tn* in the tneintlnx*. four old Im-tnMi who were 
t« late the itartins of the loll and who w. rv trt.t** judge* of f)„, ,.i ,r. 
»ure seated at Its* joint where the Kill w.i* to 1*. Mined, nnd l.ud|y Miu.Vln- 
trt the Creit Spirit for their unci*** In jinking rightly. at. 1 Impartially. t»*i« ( *m 
tile turtle* in Ml Important an affair , , . 

Tht* dihre w«« one of Hie tm-t picture - 1 tie mvnci Innglmhle. ami 
p.-itn1 at tntervaii of ex. rj talf hour (luring the night. and exactly in tt*. MW| , 
manner: *» tbit tin* pliyer* mere rertslnte awake all night. and amtivcd in 
their appropriate dtv**. prepared for tin* play w ht< it was k. (wmmctic^ ni |> 
ftMiol the next iu«rntng in the looruiinr. at the lurnr. the two |m.i and all 
(Mr friend* wrre drawn out and «t\r the ground; when at | r „sth the rune 
rominem-rd. tv the Judge* throwing up the hill at the tirin' of n gun; a| Hn nll 

ln« tint *lnur-‘le emu.il l-eltrren the j Iiycr*.-wl*» wen- * ..reeieii hundred 

In nuu.tMT* and were mutually endeavoring to rnteh the lull | n their *tl< k* 
and throw It Imim* nnd l«*tw«ii Muir mi-Mlic stak.-; whhh. wlienever mu-’ 
c-afolly done, 'counts ! for Rime. In thli Rime every player wax dre«ea 
nllke, flat t«. dlvctcd of all drew, exrvpt tin* girdle nnd the tall, whhb I 
lure U fore rte*rrlUxt ; nnd In thin) de*|«irntr struggle* f„ r the ban, « b,.,, |, j, 
uj> tipi lie XXIII). 'There hundred* are running together and Ii-ipln- actinlly , 
orer eieh oilier’* head*. and ctartlus Iwtween their ndrrt-arie*’ leg*, \rlnjilng 
nnd tliiDwlns ami foiling eorh oHht In eierj [.wRilc inanner, ,«r'<ry 
rnlo.l to Hie hli:I»-t kex In -lirtll yeljw and lark*) ! tiiere nrv rapid 
of feat*, ami of ImUrtiti. lint a«tnnl*h timl nmn-e for N-yond the eotici-pUnn 
of anyone who ha* tint had the elnpilar p.-l'luck to wltiK-i' them. j n 
otRUSle*. exrry mode I* ll-il lliat run !h« detlMiU to i>p]i>.e the proert^ 0 f jj u . 
foreiiXMt. who ii I Ik » ly to Ret Hie tail: nnd the-* nli.t ruction* often in«t 
dcjiernto IndlTlduil n-titniioo. whidi tcrndnnu- In n rloient w-uiUe. and 
tlmi- in n-tl.itir*. wiiin ti**lr Mtliki nredmt>piil. nml tlie [»irtli- are utinmlcstcil 
whll.t they an* --ttllnc It t.-tween limn- hi- llid<-i u |,y „ Renerui , lan . 
prtlo. to which they are eubjc t who are down. If the hall h ipjicn* tr> j, 1H< j,’ 
their (IlmtkiiL Hiery weai*m l>j a rule »r nil iHiiljdtyi. |„ ii|,j l(y In 
nwjxilhe I'lirnuipinent*. and no man Ii n Mowed to go f, ir „ n o : tt) , t 

atlddeti hmll* tliat take place on tin* Rnumd an* pmuinnl to In* a* atiddenlr 
ecuieil without any probability of unit h |**r«irnl Injury, nnd no one U allowcil 
t>> Interfere In any way with the eoiitentlou* Imlh [dual. ' 

There an* time* wlien the hall bHh to the grottml {plate xtxj. n nd mieh 
cnnfii—il nia!t* niihlint too tl**r nroitinl It ntul kmxKlng their stlifc* together • > 
without the jxitMlhllltx of amone getting or wing It. for tlie dint tbat th*y " 
rabe. that the s[*i-iator lo— Id* atrrtigth nml eyery thing cNe |. u t 
when the eotulriiMi) mint of lull Htlik*. ntul uhln*. and lilotMly nones, li ,i, fr i J 
arouiul the differ! nt purl* »f tin* ground, for n ipiartcr of an hour at u th*. 
without any one of tin* im** l**lmr able to mi* the hull: which they are ‘ofte"' 
Ihui sen mine for set era I minute* after It lut* hi*en thrown off, and played ote" 
another part of tin* ground ’ . , *7 

Kor each time that the lutlt wa* passed l>ettvcen the stake* of either nn r t • 
one was nnmtul fur their gome, atul u halt of al*mt one minute j when It , ' 
again ntnrted hj the Judge* of tlie play, null n alntllar struggle ensued ; aud' nS 
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oil until the successful party arrived to 300 which nos the limit of the game 
and accomplished at an hours sun when tbev took the stal es and then, bj n 
jrevious agreement produced a number of Jugs of whisky which gave oil a 
wholesome drink and sent them all off nierry and In good humor hut not drunk 
Choctvvv Indian Territory (Cat no G904, United States National 
Museum ) 

Ball stick, consisting of a stick with a round handle, the end shared 
flat and curved to form n land of spoon shaped hoop winch is 
laced with thongs, one running horizontal!! across and tin other 
from end to end, the latter <=ernng to lash the turmd end of the 
stick to the handle , length, 30$ inches. Collected In Dr Edward 
Palmer in 1868 

Indian Territory (Cat. no 21967, Free Museum of Science 

aud Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 

Pair of rickets (figure 771) one 30 and the other 2S1 inches m length 
consisting of a hickory sapling cut flat at one end, which is 
curved around to form a spoon like hoop, the turned over end 
which terminate^ in a small knob, being lashed to the handle 





Fir ~1 


Flo TIL RacLrts Irogtha 3 and iSt lschva Chtciaw Indama Indian Ter 
ntory cat no Jl'». Free 3Ins#nm of Sc enco and Art tfmvers ty of 
Pennsylvania 

Fig T' Korea tall vroro la hall game length 25 Inches Choctaw 
Indiana Indian Territory cat no 1STM, Free Museum of Science and 
Art. University of Pennsylvania 

Vlso a tail (figure 772 cat no 18764), u ed in the 
ball game consisting of 3 piece of a lior«es tail 
attached to a “trip of wood bv a thong and loop 
at the top length 2 5 incite TIils w as collected 
by Mr George E Starr, who has furnished the 
following account of the game as witnessed by 
lum at a place about 10 miles southwest of Red 
Oak on the line of the Choctaw railroad in In 
dian Territorv 


The game was 1 etwee n T bncksej and Sm,arIoif e unties 
of the Choctaw Nation. On the night beft re the players went 
Into camp near the place agreed upon. The s ason was the traditional one of 
th* full moon of one of the summer n ontlis and the company slept without 
shelter upon the ground Ou their arrival the nen pi avers wli> hid never 
beta allowed to play befw on the county tean s dressed themselves in bill 
costume and while their elders were n fringing rules rut arvunl making 
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rbe till, it should Ik? obsened. Is «1kiuI tin* size of a golf l> ill. uinlc of rags 
and coiercd with white buckskin Scienil are provided. «i thej are fre- 
quentlr lust in the till grass The platers on the side with the wind some- 
times substitute a bill with i lung tall and a loose cuter tint enmes off during 
the play The tall then Impedes their opponents In throwing It against the 
wind. The women are extremely active In aiding their side They are not 
permitted to touch tha bill sticks, hut ttiev arc constantly running nl»out nnd 
giving hot coffee to the men In one li ind they turn i> cup of coffee and in the 
other i quirt with whhh the\ whip the plijers when they think thej nre not 
plijlng hint enough \t times » player will pet n woman to give him a pin, 
with which lie will scarify his leg making from three to fire scritchts from 
noir the ankle to the middle < f the calf until the blood comes. This thev ssy. 
presents c ramps. 

i\ hen the plajers return to tin* guue after luuth h.mr they place their ball 
sticks In rows opposite eiuh otlnr In tlie middle of the field, where they ore 
counted by the umpire or the It-vvler* on e\cl> side This is done to ree that 
no more nre phylng thin st irtoil in tin* game The sixttitors cry out nud 
enconrnge the sides It hen n goal Is made there Is a shoi^ The most exciting 
point la a close game la when the last gtul Is neared Then the plat tiecomes 
terr fist and the rules nre not strictly »tM»rusL V trail miy l>e made In i 
few moments or the contest Winj 1 ist for an hour In wrestling the players 
seize etch other by the Kits, dropping the ball sticks tilth the exception of 
the prohibited butting almost eierj thing la permitted \t the present gime 
fire men were crippled of whom two died The Injuries Inflicted iqwu a man 
during a game ire frequently ateuged }ty his rel Hires. The result of the 
game described was i netory for Tohucksey county The conjurer on the 
Pug-irlo if aide was wild to hare sent Ills men to the creek to bithe In the moru 
lug wlikh weikenetl thtm Tlier wen* jienalized fiTe goils for butting at the 
end and so lost the game There was no celebration nfterw ords. All were- 
tired out uul weut home quietly to tbclr mud-chinked log cahliis at the close 
of the ilai 

Choctaw Mnndeville. Loiti-iana. (Cat no 3S47G, Tree Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania ) 

Racket (figure 771) one of pur. consisting of t »jpling, the end cut 
tlun ami turned or er to form a kind of spoon, winch *s crossed 
and tied to the handle with cotton cord length, 3<U inches 



Fro —3. Racket length. *i inches Choctaw Indiana. Louisiana cat no. 3ST# Free Mnsenm 
of Bcience and Art, L’nlTerdtj- of Pennsylrania 

Collected by the writer in 1*101 The rackets are called kibticha 
The ball game is now seldom or net er placed b\ tlie=e Indians. 
Tlie game was borrowed from the Indians by the whites m Louisiana, 
and is still played under the name of raquette 
While in New Orleans in the summer of 1901 I was told that the 
old game of raquette was "dill played on Sunday afternoons on a 
tacant lot ea=t of the town The plajers, some hundreds of French- 
speaking negroes, had assembled in a level, urunclo^ed field. Tlie- 
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majority won' armed mill rackets ( figure 77-4 ) . each consisting of a 
piece of hickon bent oicr at one end to form a spoon. which was 
net toil with a thong. precisely like those u«ed by the Choctaw. A 
racket «#■< earned in each hand, nn<l the hall was picked up and 
thrown with them m the «.uue wav «s m the Indian game. Tlu* play - 
irs appeared to own their own racket", and I purchased a pair without 
difficulty. At the same time there was an old man who had a large 
number of rackets strung on a coni, winch he said were reserved 
for the u«e of the clubs to which they belonged. 



Flo TTI l(». kri» k n|{tli<|il iiiil a Iftw. h*kh«s X« Orlwti< cut Wsi Pi«« Kimhiu 
of Men** «a<] Art. CnWervltj- of PvunsylTaoic. 

The goal* nr bn'es were two tall pole* about COO feet apart, having 
a "trip of tin, about a foot w ide aud 10 feel long, fastened on the inner 
side ‘omc distance above the ground. These goals called plats, were 
painted, one ml with a small double ring of white near the top, the 
other blue with a black ring. Midway in a straight line between was 
a small peg to mark the center of the field, where the hall was first 
thrown. The players Monged to two opposing clubs, the Bayous and 
La Yilles. Their colors agreed with those of the goals. Each side 
was led by a captain, w ho .dirwet^k,! be ^)Uvy. The contest was for a 
flag, for which three stlcc‘p"i\e games were played. The game 
appeared to lx* open, free for all, without reference to number: but 
in more formal matches the sides are equalized and regulated. The 
ball was put in play at the center flag, being tossed high in the air, 
and caught on the uplifted hall sticks Then there was a wild rush 
across the field, the object l»cing to secure and carry the hall and toss 
it against the tin plate, making n plat. The game was played with 
much vigor and no little violence. A blow across the shins with a 
racket is permissible, and broken heads are not uncommon. Play 
usually continues until dark, and. at the close, the winners sing Creole 
songs, reimmTmg one oi the custom at the close oi the Choctaw game. 
Raquettc was formerly much played by the Creoles, and the present 
negro clubs perpetuate the names of the opposing clubs of old Creole 
days. 

Muskogee. , Eufaitla, Indian Territory. (Cat. no. 38005, Free Mu- 
seum of Science and Art, Unnersity of Pennsylvania.) 

Pair of rackets (figure 775), 37J inches in length, each made of a 
sapling, cut thin at the end, which is curved over to form a 
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kind of ®coop the cut end being Ixmnd to tin both of the -tick 
by thongs The spoon it the end 1 - crowed In two twisted 
thong® with n longitudinal tliong nimung through the middle 
Made In Matawa Ivnr=o and collected In Mr W II \\ ard in 
1801 

According to Tuggle* the Creeks and moles haie -tones of 
ball games bv birds agjinM fourfooted animal-. In oru -ton the 
bit i- rejected In both sides but is finallv accepted In the four 
footed animal- on account of hi® having teeth and enables them to 
w m the victon from the bird-. 



Mrshocre. Georgia 

Ittn£ Laudonnure » wrote as follows in lo62 

They plar at I ill In this manner tbev set up n tree in tbe midst of a 
place ivliU.li I* S or 0 f itboms high In the top whereof there l« net n square mat 
mule of reed® or 1 ulru-be® which whosoever liitteth In playing there it wtnneth 
the game. 

John Bartrsm ' «ay« 

The ball plav l« esteemed the most noble and manly exercise this game Is 
exhibited in in exten-ise level plain usually contiguous to tbe town the In 
habitants of one town | lay against anotlier In consequence of a challenge when 
tbe y< utli of btth sexes are often engaged and sometimes Make their whole 
snbMance Here the) tierform amazing feat® of strength and agility the game 
principally consists In taxing and tarrying off the hall from tbe opposite jarty 
after being hurled Into the air mid wav between two high pillar® which are the 
go il* and tbe part) "ho 1 eirs off the ball to their pillar "Ins the „ nne each 
person having a racquet or hurl which Is an Implement of n very en tines con 
si ruction somewhat resembling a ladle or little hoop-net with a handle near 
3 feet in length the hoop and handle of wood and the netting of thongs of raw 
hide or tendon® of an anlmaL 

The foot ball Is likewise a favorite manlv diversion with them Feasting 
and dnneing in the square at evening eDds all their games. 

Maj Caleb Swan * says 

Their ball plays are manlv and require astonishing exertion, but white men 
have been found to excel the be«t of them at that exerel-e they therefore sel 
dom or never admit a white man Into the ball ground. Legs and arms hare often 

• Quoted by Mooney Id Myths of the Cherokee Nineteenth Annual Beport of the 
Bureau of American Ethnology pt. 1 p 4s4 11*00 

‘ Hakluyt a Voyages T 13 p 413 Edinburgh ,1S69^ ^ ^ w- m j 
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linen broken In their Kill plays Imt in* rwiimpms follow an jceldeni ■ >( t til -4 
kind 

Tin* w onion and mm Imlh attend them In large numl*crs. -- a kind of gala: 
a n<I Iiet« often run ns high ns a good Imr-e or an «jnl\.ilent of »ktn* 

•I. M. Stanley/ in Jus Catalogue <»f Portrait- of North Vinencan 
Indian-. do-cnlx*- timler no. 10. T«h-(Vx*->.tli Fi\i«>. or Bilh Ilardjo. 
chief of one of tlie Creek town- : 

The dress In which he Is (tainted u that «<f a hall-player ns they at fir«t appear 
upon the gnmnd*. Purina the pli> they direst th mi -el re- of nil their <>rn i 
menfk which an- usually <IUpI ijcd «n tln-e <-va-!on-. for the ptirpo-e of betting 
on the rt^ults of the play . -urli I- tlielr pi—lon for betting lint the opposing 
parti.*- fmiwntlf l<et from fixe limiJml to a thou-aml dollar- on a -Ingle mine 

Col. Marinn- Willett * mjs: 

This day l trossod the Tolopoea on.1 went 3 tulles to «** a mo-t superb ball 
piny. There wen* about eighty players on a tdde The men. women, mid < tilt 
dren from the iielgbts'rllig town-, were assembled m-ni lids oeea-ton Their 
oppottninc* xrn* epIendJd; all I be fuths lending t<> the j>lm‘ acre Mini with 
people . -ome otl foot. Hitne on horseback Tilt* play xxa- eondueteil with as 
much onler and de.s.rum n« the niture of things would admit of The pi ly I- 
►et on foot by one town pending a challenge to another: If the thillenge he 
accepted, the time and place art* fixed on and the whole night before the play 
I- employed by tin* parties In dancing and wirae other ceretnonlons prcpantlon* 
On the morning of the |diy. the players on N»th side- pdnt mid de. urate them 
wins, in the ramc manner a- when they nr.* going to war Thu- decorated, 
and strips*-) of all such clothing ns would cncuml>cr them, thev set out for the 
appointed field. The tlnu* of thilr arrival I- <o con trued. that the turtles nrrlxe 
near the field at the same time: and when they get wlthlrf ntioiit half u mile. 
In a illrts lion opposite to each otlier. you hear the sound of the war song and 
the yell: when, prc-cntly, tlie parties appear In full trot, as If fiercely about to 
encounter In fight In this manner tbtv meet ami soon become intennliigled 
together, dancing vrhlle the nnl-e continue-. Silence then succeed- * ea. h pi lyer 
plnces WniM-lf o|ipo*lte to Id- antagonist The nukets xrhhh tiler u-e ire then 
laid against etrli other. In the center of the ground apiwlntnl Tor the game 
They then proceed to mea-ure a distance of Son rani- I.Vi each way from the 
center, xvhere they erect txxo itole-, through xxblcb the hall must pjs- to ronnt 1 
The play Is commenced T»y tlie lulls being thrown uji In the air from the con 
ter; exery player tlun. xxlth his racket*, of width rath has two. endeuor*. to 
catch the hill, and throw It between the poles, each side la luring to 'hrow H 
between the poles toxvard- their own town-, and every time Mils cun be accom- 
plished. It counts 1 The game I- u«uallj from 12 to 2u This was lost by the 
challengers. I-a rge bets are unde upon the-e occasions: .and great strength, 
agility, and dexterity are displayed The whole of the pre-ent exhibition was 
grand and well conducted It sometimes happens that the Inhabitants of a 
town game axvay at the-e plays all their clothes, ornaments, and horses. 
Throughont the w hole of the game the women are constantly on the alert, with 
bottle- and gourds filled with drink, watching every opportunity to supply the 
players. 


• Smithsonian Ulanllaneoa* Collwt loo*, v 2, p 13. IS63. 

*.l Xarratlre of the Military Action* of Colonel Marian* Willett, p 10S. .Nev tort, 
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Seminole Florida (Cat no 1S407 ? 19&fl Free Museum of Sci 
one*, ami Vrt l iiucmU of Peims\ Kama ) 

JHekets mil bill the rickets (figure 777) ^plings tient to 
form i «coop h-iped hoop tin? end IiJied together 
for a handle the hoop eras’d In two thongs tied jt 
right angle' the bill (figure 770) of two color- one 
henu phert light tin other dirk 
made of buck, km wjtli medim «eam 
diarmter 2J incite 

The rnchet- wen. collected In Mr Henri 
(> Bn int and the bill b\ I tent Hugh L. 
Willou_hbi in 180G Mr Brunt gnr- 
the name of the rackets as tokonhay 



Ftg -9 



Fro "f Ball diameter "I Inch**. SemJnt.lo Indians. Florida cat bo 13K41, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, Cnirennty of Peunrflvaaia 
Fro Backets length 13 inJic*; Benunole Indians, Florida cat i u 1M9" 
Free Museum of Science and Art. Cnlremty of Peunsxlrarua. 

Frc TS Racket length. 33 ruches S-mmole Indians. Indian Territory cat so, 
,,!■ American Museum of Natural History 
Fio *~0 Ball racket, length * Inches. '-lshroam In lians. California from 
sketch by Dr J W Hudson 

-Indian Territory (Cat no Vmenean Mu 

^euiu of Natural Hi torv ) 

Ball Mick (figure 778), made of luckorv one end cut flit 
and turned OTer to form a spoon shaped receptacle 
which in croK-ed bv two thorns at light angles length 
33 inches Collected bv Dr IV llliam J ones in 1**01 

PCJTTSAS STOCK 

Nishtsaji Mokelumne river 12 rode south of PHcer 
ville Califormi 

Dr J IV Hud*on describe-- the following gime under 
name of patu kato 


T tai Is the general name for the flail basket used «n harvesting seed ka 
tfltn sltug The implements are a tiatt of tueksfcm 3 Inches In diameter ailed 
with deer hair called pis ho, and a s ogle dub {figure 7UJ ku nfln tea 3 feet 
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In length. with Its rcnirred lower end netted There are four players to n aide, 
eieh side having Its captain The hall Is placed In the center of the field. 20 
feet dl'tmit from the captain* T!h» umpire •■alls " Iln * ' for the start The 
pnK yards apart, consist of wooden arches. 4 feet apart at bottom and 
<> f.s-t high. 

Xo Interference Is permitted under penal tj of Individual at the*. 


SUJSttaN 


Skokomimi. British Columbia. 

Mr Charlo!, Hill-Tout • mentions two kinds of ball gamo. kokqua 
nml tequila. 

The former was n kind of lacrosse, and the hall was caught and thrown with 
an Instrument similar to the lattice MlcL 

Thompson Inman* (Ntukvvi'oii k). llriti-li Columbia. 

.Tame* Teit * says : 

The other pime was similar to that of •• lacrosse" There were too sides and 
a gv.il for e.ub. marked by stones or wooden pegs. or b> long stakes half the 



,;;ni:n:irrr 


height of a min nr more The ball was like that used in the 
other game It was placed In the middle of the ground, be- 
tween the two goals, and the object of either party was to drive 



the ball toward the Intended goal Others preferred, If they had a chance, to 
lift the bull with the toe, and before It fell strike or <ateh it with their stick 
One matt always tried to take the hall from his opponent with his stick 


‘Notes 00 the Sk'<iO mle of British Colombia Report of the Seventieth Meeting of the 
British Association for the Advancement of Science, p 4*S, London, 1900 
*Tbe Thompson Indians of British Colombia Memoir* of the American Museum of 
Natural History, whole series, t. 2. p. STT. New lork. 1900 
24 Errn — 05 u K> 
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\\ ben bending tbe end of tbe stick to the desired croot bark string was used, 
connecting the Utter to the straight part of tbe stick Some Indian* played 
with tbe strings still attached, thinking to get a better bold of tbe ball 1 nt this 
was considered unfair In some games alt the players n««d crooks with nets 
similar to those of lacrosse sticks (figure *^06] Often a guard stick was 
used to protect the t all from the players of tbe oj poslte jeirty {figure ”S1] 
Any j>er*on who touched the ball with his hands while playing went imtnedl 
ntely out of the game. ‘Sometimes, to the amu'emeot of tbe men, the women 
were persuaded to play the game. Within the last few years this game has 
fallen, altogether Into «Usu«e 

The Loner Thompsons had a ball game In which tbe ball was thrown up by 
one pUyer Tbe { hirer who caught It ran with it until overtaken by another 
player who in his turn ran with it until a certain goal was reached. 

Another hors game was to take a pebble about 3 inches In diameter and cor 
eml with skin and roll It 0 wn a hillside Other players with scoop-nets, 
about t foot long (Including the handle) stood at the bottom and each tried to 
catch the bounding ball a* It reached him. Tbe nets were made of a pliable 
stick, or wand, bent over the top so ns to form a circle which was filled with a 
netting of bark twine l ganie similar to the last was played with a skin- 
covered balk to w hlch a abort toggle was attached [figure TSUI The players 
held a kind of hoop with handle {figure 7S2 b e] by means of which they tried 
to catch the ball by Its toggle. 


zee 


Thompson Indians CNtlaKTapamck) Thompson and Fraser 
rivers, British Columbia 
Air Charles Hill Tout * «av« 

They were fond of games, like their neighbors, and utilized tbe level gra«sy 
river benches for various games of halt One or these games, auk kul Ilia ka. 
was not unlike our own game of football- Tbe players were divided, ns with us. 
Into two groups, and at each end of the field was a goal formed bv two poles 
planted several feet asunder The play commenced from the middle of tbe field, 
and the objeet was to get the ball through the goal of their adversaries. Tbe 
ball was made from some kind of tree fungus, cut round, and covered with elk 
hide. I conld not leam anything of the rules of tbe game nor was niv Inform- 
ant certain whether the feet ot hands, or both, were used in propelling tbe balk 


SIOEAIC STOCK 

AssrtiBors Fort Union Montana 

In a report to Isaac I Stevens governor of Washington Territory, 
on the Indian tribes of the upper Jlissoun bv Edwin T Demg a 
manuscript in tbe library of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 
after a description of the game of shmnv, occurs tins passage 

Another mode of playing the game is by catching tbe ball In a network at 
tacbed to the end of tbe rtlek over a snail hoop a bttle larger than the balk 


* Notes OO the N tlapsnmq of British Cot amt!*. Eeport of the SiJty ninth Meeting of 
the British AseocUtion for the Adxxn cement of Science p. oO London. 1300. 
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They catch it in this net as it flies through the air and throw it from one to the 
other towards either goal The man who catches can run with the ball toward 
the limit nntil he js overtaken by one on the other side, when he throws it as far 
as he can on its way, which is continued by the others. 


Catawba. South Carolina. 

Mrs It. E. Dunbar, of Leslie, 
Yofk comity. South Carolina, 
informs the writer 4 that the 
Catawba do not play any of 
their old games. They used to 
play a game with two sticks 
and a hall. The sticks were 
hollowed out like a large 
wooden spoon. The ball must 
not touch the hand or the 
ground, but must be thrown and 
kept in the air with the sticks. 
Any number in excess of two 
could play. This game was 
called wahumwah. 





Pig 782a. Pig 7826 Fig 782c 

Fio. 782 a, 6. c Balls and catching hoops, lengths of hoops, 22[ and 311 inches Thompson 
Indians (Ntlakyapamnk). British Colombia, cat no. H9a. ill,, ill,. American Museum of 
Natural History. 


Dakota (Santee) . JSCnnesota. 

Dr Walter .T. Hoffman 6 wrote: 

The game plajed by the Dakota Indians of the upper Missouri was probably 
learned from the OJihw a, as these two tribes have been upon amicable terms for 
many years ; the ball sticks are Identical In construction, and the game Is played 
in the same manner Sometimes, however, the goals at either end of the 
ground consist of two heaps of blankets about 20 feet apart, between which the 
ball is passed. 


. • In a letter, dated September 1. 1901 

► Remarks on OJIbwa Ball Play The American Anthropologist, v 3, p 135, 1890 
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llbeu the Dakota* play s tan e tbe vlllirc f* c*iu.ally dlridftl Jut » >[K v 
1 layer offer* tv* a water *» mo article t f cl 41 Inz a rot** or a 1 lankn. when an 
opponent lay* <1 »wn an ol Ject t f e>jua! value Till* parrel I* lal 1 aside and tin* 
lost two riejkuxlt their stake* on I *» on until all hare conctotfoL The game 
then begin*, two of tlx tbm Ir.nlur* deed ling the |**uc 
H lien tbe women | lay agslnn t he m -n fire < f tbe w« men are matched against 
one of tie latter V mixed ganx • f thL« kind l« very arnudug. Tl* fart that 
among the Dakota women an* alkwved to j».irtlrii«tp In (lie nmr f* re nsl Wei 
excellent erl tat t? that t! e pa ok l* a lornwnl • lie Imm; n-t ■ tlier tril*-* 
women are not even all wnl to t orb a loll stick 
Tbe I layers freijoently hang to the l«r|t the tall of a deer antel pe *>r w me 
oil* r feet animal » r the wing* of swift flying blnl*. with the I In that through 
tlie~e they art en lowed with the swiftness of the animal. There are however 
tn> r peel a I prcpuratl n< preceding a fame a* fea*tlng or fa* tins dancing etc — 
c ldltloual evident* that the pan e la less tvganled a moo; tbl* t**iple 

Mr l'lulan<Icr I > n. v Ks>U # pvt~* tin follow tup account of the lull 
prime in Schoolcraft 

Hall i lay* are played ty both n en and women, anil hoary bet* dc)snd on tlie 
l**ue 1 liellet e there 1* I ut one kind of hall j laying. One village play* a cal rut 
another Tlx Imttn la tie* are near a half mile The twill {* started f n tti tie* 
n 1 1 He I aeh party strives to pit thn ball over the respective !» tmdarie* f r 
Instant* tie l«m Dries are ci«t and west one jorty or village wilt trv t> 
carry the 1 all west an l the otlier east If a rlllaze or party pet* the ball over 
tlw eastern b* undary tliey change *1 les, and tlie next time tiny have to try and 
pit It over the wi*tem !■ undary so If the same pony jmi*I« It orer the 
western bouclary they win one pante anl another l>et 1* jdayisl f r The tall 
I* carved and tbr* wtilna stick al*mt 2 ir 2 feet I up with a little circle at Hie 
en I to a*.*l*t in picking It up. Tills Isop baa * me buckskin cortl* across t » keep 
the I all In. I have known an Indian to throw fhe (.all over the Ixnindarle* In 
three throws M hen It Is seen flying through tin nlr there Is a prent shunt nn 1 
J omt hy the spectator*. They *< ruetliue* pick ni the ball and run over the 
line* without liclng overtaken br anv of tlie opposite party Tlien a Front shout 
U raised again to urge on the player*. nor»e*. pun* kettle*, blankets warn 
pttm. calico beads etc are l«t This frame Is very lal* ri n* and occasionally 
tl e i layers receive some hard bl >w». either from the club or hail 1 < n -e *nw a 
man aim »*t killed with the hall fie stood In front of the player that was 
going to throw the twill who threw with prent force and aimed too low The 
ball struck the other In the si le en I knocked him senseless for somo time Is 
to tie effects I do not perceive that any serious evil result* If we excel t the 
guru! ling. Rail Is generally played In May and June and in winter 
'-.clioolcraft * =av-> 

Bill playing. — TUI* game D played by the northwestern Indians tn the winter 
season, after the winter hunts are over and during summer when, the pame be- 
ing unfit to kill they anm«e themselves with athletic sports, game* of chance, 
dances, and war The game Is played bv two partie*. not necessarily ecjuallv 
dit ided by numbers, hot usually one village against another or one Iirge village 
may challenge two or three smaller ones to the combat When a challenge Is 
accepted a day I* apjwlnted to play the game ball bats are made and each party 

* Information respecting the History Condition, amt Prospects of the Indian Tithes of 
the Totted * tales pt 4 p. rtlUdeljhl*. 18 j€- 

* Ibid, pt 2, p. S, 1 Nj2. 
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nwintde* It* whole force of old men. young men. and toys The n onion net or 
pliy lu I lie *.itw game with Hie men Henry tots are made I >3 Individual* of 
the ■i|>|MMlte "Me* Hume*, mm*, blanket* buffalo-rubes kettle*, nml trinket* 
art* freely staked on tin* remit of the game When the parties arc assembled 
on the ground, two stake* ore plana) ntont n ijuarter of n mile opart, and the 
game eommenre*i midway l* tween them: the object of emit part} being to get 
the bill liejond the limit* of It* opponent*. The game commence* by one of the 
old turn throwing the hall In the nlr. when oil rush forward to catch It In tlielr 
ball l> it* l<efntv or after It fall* to the ground The one n ho cntclie* It throws 
H In ttie direction of the goal of tlie oppo*lng party. w lien. IT It bo caught by one 
of the same aide, It I* continued In that direction, and w> on until It U thrown 
liejond the limit*: htit If caught b> an op|»uent. It I* thrown hark In the opj»> 
site direction. In thl* way. Ha* Imll I* often kept nil day totu ecu the two tonnd- 
nrle*. neither |>art> tolnz able to gel It N-yond tlie limit of tlie other When 
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roie hi* < inght the hall, he tin* the right, toforo throwing 11. to run toward* the 
limits until ho 1* overtaken by the other party, when. I>clng compelled to throw 
It. he endeavor* to send It In the direction of some of hi* own party, to be 
caught by some one of them, who continues sending It In the same direction 
figure represent* a l> ill play on tlie lee The young man has the hall la 
hi* ball bat. and 1* running with It toward the limit* of tlie other aide, pursued 
by nil the other players. 

fig 781 represent* n ball play on tiro prairies In summer The ball I* on 
the ground and all are rushing forward to c.itcli it «Uli their bill bat* not lielng 
allowed to touch It with tlielr hand* / 

The lull Is carved from a knot, or made of baked clay covered with rawhide 
of the deer. The ball bat . Is from 3 to 4 feet long . one end bent up 

In 11 circular form of about -I Indies I11 diameter. In which Is a net-work made 
of raw hide or sinews of the deer or buffalo. 
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E. D. Neill * says: 

Tlx favorite anti n>o*t exciting game of the Dakota Is hat! playing It appears 
to be nothing more than a game which was often played by the writer In school 
boy days and which was called shinny A smooth place Is c-bo-en on the prairie 
or frozen rirer or take Each player has a stick 3 or 4 feet long and crooked 
at the lower end with deer strings tied across forming a sort of pxket The 
bail is made with a rounded toot of wood, or clay covered with hide, and Is 
snppoaed to possess supernatural qualities. Stake- are *et at a distance of a 
quarter or a half a mfte, as founds Two parties are then formed. an-L the ball 
being thrown up in the center, the content is for one party to carry the ball from 
the other beyond one of the bounds. Two or three hundred men are sometimes 
engaged at once On a summer's day, to see them rushing to and fro painted 
In divers color*, with no article of apparel, with feathers in their head* belts 
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around tbeir wrists, and fox and wolf tails dangling behind, us a wild and noisy 
spectacle The eyewitnesses among tbe Indians become more interested in the 
enecess of one or the other of the parties than sot crowd at a horse race and 
frequently state tbeir "last piece ot property on the ‘is-ne ol toe game 
Dakota (Yaxktonai). Devil.-, lake. North Dakota. (Cat no. 

G0DG2. GOSK. Field Columbian ifu-eani.) 

Stick of hickory terminating in a ring which support-. a buckskin 
thong net. and a buckskin ball filled with deer hair. The-e 
specimens were collected id 1PO0 by Dr George A. Dor~ey. who 
gives the name of the =ticfc as chianyankapi. and that of the ball 
a= tahpa 

• IMloti u»l •»! Dakota Lite CoIlfctloRn of tt* Inse'aota Historical S-xitlj, j 1. 
p. 2*1 St Pant. IS" 2. 
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low a. M i-M>tiri. 

George C’athn* *ay s : 

Two bjcx, or goal*. are established. at three or four hundred yards from each 
other, by erecting two (»>lr« In the ground for path. 4 nr 5 feet npiirt. between 
which It I* the strife of either part) to forxv the Kill i it lutt lug l*een thrown up 
nt a i«nlnt linlf way K-twoiil hy filching u In n little lump, or racket, at the end 
of a stick, 3 feet In length, held In laith hand* at the; run 
throwing the ball an Immense distance when they get It 
In the stick. T1 k* game 1 * always pjaj cl out an extensive g 
prairie or innitlow. fjvjirj 

Callin sa t v» aln: ? 

I’revluu* to rommenelng «n Hie exciting game of hall, os 
the good* of at! pi tying an* more or less at stake, each 
part) must need* Invoke the aid of *iij**nntiinil Influence 
to tlielr rc-«i«ettl»e sides; and for this purpose they ghc 
a very pretty dinct*. In which. 11^ In the Scalp Diiihc, the 
women take n part, glrlug neat ami curious effect to the 
scene In most of the tribe* this dance Is ghen nt Inter „ 
ral* of every half honr or so. dnrlng tin* night previous to * 
tlie play, preparing tlw mind* mid InmIIcx of tlie player* | 
for Mils exciting s<**ne, ni*»n width they enter In the morn* il 
Ing with empty sloinaili* and decide tiefore they leave the % 
ground to eat 3 

Onn Oklahoma. (Cal. no. ?l 101, Field Colum- g 
bian Mii-cmn.) 

Hall covered with buckskin (figure 785), 2J inches 
in diameter, nnd racket, n stick -10 inches in y 
length with end Ix-nt to form a s>poon-«hnpcd | 
hook, width is laced with buckskin. Collected e 
in 1002 hv Dr George A. Dorsey. 

Wissntm Wisconsin. (Cat. no. 22150, 22100, 

Free M»*cutn of Science nnd Art, Uni- 
teHfy of Pcritisylrania.) 

Wootlcnhall (figure 78G), 3 inches in diameter, per- 
forated with six holes nt right angle*, and a | 
racket (figure 787), length 2GI inches, con c 
shting of a sapling cut nnd bent nt the strik- I 
ing cud to form a hoop. Which, is laced with a f 
throng and a cord crossing at right angles. 

Collected by Mr T. K. Roddy. 

The ball stick I* called chi pa-nun n. The ball, wa ki hkl, Is perforated with 
hole* in order to sound when living through the air. 

taller}- P. 131, 1887. Aonual Report of the Smltbsootaa 
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The ball is either of wood, commonly a knot, or of buckskin. The 
wooden ball occurs chiefly on the Pacific coast and in the Southwest, 
The buckskin ball is generally used by the Eastern 
and Pinin'! tribe**, and is commonly flattened, with 
a median c cam. the opposite sides being painted 
sometimes with different colors. The Xai aho u«e a 
bag-shnjK'd ball. The goals consist of two posts or 
stakes at the ends of the field, or two blankets spread 
side by side on the ground (Crows) ; again a single 
post is u«ed (Menominee, Shnswnp, Omaha) or 
lines drawn at the ends of the field over which the 
hall must be forced (Xnvaho, Eskimo, Omaha, 

Makah). The distance of the goals is not recorded, 
except among the Miwok (200 yards), the Omaha 
(300 yards). Mono (1,400 yards and return), and 
the ifakah (200 jards). 

In a California form of the game the players 
were lined up along the course and struck their hall 
along the line, the game corresponding with one in 
which the ball w os kicked, struck, or tossed, played 
by the same tribe. 

The game of shinny is frequently referred to in 
the myths. It was commonly played without any 
particular ceremony. Among the Makah it was 
played at the time of the capture of a whale, the 
ball l>cing made from a soft bone of that animal. 

The shinny stick may be regarded as analogous to 
the club of the War Gods. 

At GONQUTAN STOCK 


'A rata iio. Cheyenne and Arapnho reservation, 
Oklahoma. 

Mr James Mooney * describes the woman's game 
of gugahawat, or shinny, played with curved sticks 
and a ball like a baseball (figure 788). called gaa 
w.i'ha, made of buffalo hair and covered with buck- 
skin. 


1,1 


Two stakes are set up as goals at eltlier end of tlie 
ground and tlie object of each part} Is to drive the ball 
through the goals of the other Each InnfDg Is a game FlQ 
Mr Mooney gives the Cheyenne name of this game 
as olionistuts. fre 


Shinny ball 
s. Oklahoma, 


■The Ghost-dance Religion Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Bthnology, 
pt 2, p 064. 1806 
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Aru uio 44 ind Hirer rt^onntion, 44yoming (Cfll no 1f174, 1 ret 
Museum of Science and Art, Unuer-itj of Pennsylvania ) 
Ball colored with bticL'km ffigun 780) flattened, with median seam 
out face painted with n tro^ d Hiding it into quartern, the 
other with a similar cross, the quarters each cont lining two dots 
with n T shaped mark lxtwmi, diameter 4 inches, flirei 
inetnl dangles art attached to the center of out fnce There is 
a thong loop for suspension Collected hi the w^tcr in 1000 

44 md liner rev ri ation, 44 lonimg ( h roe Mimuun of Science 

and Art, University of I'ditisihainn ) 

Cat no Vote ^Umny stick (figure 701), IxsU, curved at the end 
and painted red and blue, length 40 inches Ball (figure 700) 
colored with huel skin with imdmi hmui one fact painted nd 
and oiw green , dtameti r 11 inches 



Cat no 3ro70 Shinny sticl l>e«h curved at the end and painted 
with bands of red and green length 14 inches 
Thc'-e were collected b\ the w nter m 1000 

44 loming (United States National Museum ) 

Cat no 2007G4 Beaded ball (figure 702) made of buck km slightly 
flattened with buckskin thong for suspension diameter 34 
inches The ball is completely covered with a ground of white 
glass leads divided In two intersecting line of red leads into 
four segment's each of which contains a <k ign m colored beads 
probably representing conventionalized animal figures. The de 
signs on opposite sides are alike 
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Cat no lf r « r 6 Another (figun. 794), n flattened! sphere with mo 
dian «am encompassed with thong with u loop for «u pin ion, 
diameter, 3 inches. 

Both were collected bv Bev II IL\oth 
Cat no l r 2^03 Shinnr ®tick (figure 79a) curved and expanded at 
ihc ind with inched design of an 
ell and eagle painted vtllnw with 
lnlf thedrikingcnd gretn Iingth 
*1 j inches Collected hv Mr Tatne-, 
Jloonev 

Clin r\>r Oklahoma (Cat no 
C7m CT445 I iell Columbian 
Museum ) 

Two dnnm -ticks length VJ and "7} 
lmle- Coll ‘dot] bv IJev H IL 
^ < tli in 16 '0 
The following appear* on the lalxl 

t««J In «n oM ball pame which wan very sel 1 na pliyed tot w,™ revived 
<1 rlnp the CtwstHjan'x crore nrooi ? the Cheyenne nod \ra|nho «v||h otter 
pm ea nnl ccreroo lea that tad been nearly forpotten The Mil was rolled 
an I «tmck fllonj the fronnd. pencrally will 1 1 the circle of the lai -era. 



Fir “9V. Shinny »tlck leneth » Inch** Cheyenne IbiUmm, Oklahoma, cut. no. I «r»0. Cnhcd 
EUI« \»tlooi»lMo*enin. 

• Clievenne reservation Montana (Cat no f£t r *7‘) hiel 1 Co 

lumbian Museum ) 

-*1 it nv tick and ball (figure 797) the ball of buck km flattened 
with median <eam 3J inches in diameter and painted red the 
stick a e apling curved at right angles at striking end 31 mche« 
in length Collected m VHJL b\ Mr S C Simms who de-enbes 
the game as plared b\ voting girl 

Chippewa. Turtle mountain 'North Dakota (Cat no Arner 
lean Museum of "Natoral History ) 

Buck kin ball flattened with median seam 44 indies in diameter 
painted with a cross tn red on both faces and a red circle around 
the middle The ball is verv hearv and is probabh weighted 
with clav 

Buckskin ball (figure 7^S) with median «eam with a Greek cro m 
yellow beads on one face a green bead cro=-s on the other and a 
band of vellow beads around the seam. 



Fit, “X Shinny l«J, dU met**r Ho 
rfc** Cfceyvone IndUu*,OkUboin» 
nt. no W*r 17111 rt e ji« N*- 
Um*l Mu— urn 
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Curved stick (figure TOS)^ painted rod. 24 indies in length 
The-c were collected by Dr William Jones in 1003. 

Gnost extres. Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (Cat. no. C0356. 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Bitck-kin-covered ball with median «cam, painted red, 31 inches in 
diameter, and stick made of sapling, curved at one end and 
painted red, 31 inches in length (figure 700). 




Tio 790 Shinny tall »nd stick, diameter of boll, 4 Inches, length of etlck, SB inches Cheyenne 
Indiana. Montana, cot no OHUS, Field Colombian Museum. 

Flo 797. Shinny ball ond etlck; diameter of baU, 3) Inches length of atick. 31 inchee Cheyenne 
Indian*, Montano, cat no CW79, Field Colombian Muwnn 
F 10 7TW. Shinny ball and etlck, diameter of boll, 41 inebee, length of stick. 24 Inches, Chip- 
pewa Indians, Turtle mountain. North Dakota, cot no Hu,, American Mnaeum of Natural His- 

F 10 Tf> Shinny tell and stick diameter of ball 31 Inches; length of stick. 31 Inches, Gros- 
▼entro Indians, Montana cot no anasa, Field Colombian Moseum 

These were collected in 1900 by Dr George A. Dorsey, who describes 
them as used m the game of shinny, kakawaasethi, a game of ball 
played with a curved stick and a buckskin-covered ball, kawa, slightly 
flattened on two sides 

Formerly this was a popular game among tbe young men of tbe tribe, who 
played among themselves or against a team representing some rival tribe. The 
object of tbe game was to advance the ball by batting it with sticks to some 
goal, against tbe effort of the opposing team 
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Gponvexthes Fort Belknap reservation, Montana. (American Mu 
«enm of Natural History ) 

Cat no yifj Bnck«km ball with median «eam, painted rellow, 
with a bear's foot in green on onfe face , diameter 3 inches 
Cat no ^4-f-j Buckskin ball with median seam, one side painted - 
red with a cross, the other dark diameter, 4-J inches 
Cat no -j^Sj Buck°kin ball with median seam a cross in red quill 
work on one face, a bow and arrow on the other, diameter, 2 \ 
inches 

Cat no 7 ffir Shinnr stick curved at the end; length 2 feet 3 
inches. 

These specimens were collect eel bv Dr A. L. Kroeber 

Menominee. Wisconsin 
T)r W alter J Hoffman • wrote 

The women formerly played a came of ball in which two side®, composed of 
unlimited numbers would oipo*<e each other At each end of the ball ground, 
which was seven! hundred yards In length a pole was erected, to serve as a 
goal Many of the plater* wonld surround their respective goals, while the 
strongest and most active women plivlng about the middle of the ground, 
would endeavor to obtain the ball and throw It toward their opponents goat 
The ball was nude of deer hair tlgbtlr wrapped with thongs of buckskin and 
covered with the same material It measured about 3 Inches in diameter The 
women u«ed sticks with a slight curve at the striking end Instead of a hoop, as 
on the sticks n«ed bv the men. 

The game was more like the well known game of shinny than anything else 
with the addition of having to cause the ball to strike the goal Instead of being 
merely knocked across a certain score line. The guardians of the goals were 
expected to prevent the ball from touching the post, and a good strike might 
send it away over the active players heads fnr toward tbelr opponents goat 

Powhatsn Virginia 
William Strnchey 6 wrote 

A kind of exercise they hive amongst them much like that which boys call 
bandy In English. 

Sauk vsd Foxes Iowa (Cat no 3 fg;, American Museum 

of Natural Hi®torv ) 

Veat’ner covered Wji (figure ‘etft'j 'wTt\nneuian warn, flattened a inches 
in <1 tame ter and ®tick (figure 800), a capling curved at tho 
=tnkmg end 41 inches in length 

Collected bv Dr William Jone-, who describes them a® u^ed m the 
game of ice hocke\ Men and women plav apart or together The 
goals are lines on opposite side--, across which the ball® mu=t be driven 
from either side to count 

• The Uf notnlnl Indians. Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology pt. I, 
p. 2*4 1S0C. 

♦The History of Travail* into Virginia Erittanl* IMnfrd for the nakloyt Society 
p. "7 London 1819 
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ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Mikoxotcxne and Misiukiiuttmetunne. Siletz reservation, Ore- 
gon. 

A. IV. Clia-e " ^av- : 

One of the national pump* Is extremely Interesting. It Is generally played by 
rival tribe*, and Is Identical with that In vogue amongst our school boys called 
hockey. Shies being chosen each endeavors to drive a hard ball of pine wood 
around a stake and In different direction* 

Navaho. New Mexico. (Cat. no. 9530, United States National 
Museum.) 

Buckskin ball (figure 801). bag shaped, with drawstring; diameter, 
1} inches. Collected by Dr Edward Palmer. 



8tatea National Mnsenm. 

Flo f*C Shinny atleV, lenjrth, U Inches. Navaho Indians, Arizona cat. no. 3629. Brooklyn 
Institute Museum 

Chin Lee, Arizona. (Cat. no. 3629, Brooklyn Institute Mn- 

H>um.) 

Ball stick (figure 802), a peeled sapling curved at the striking end, 
with bark at the handle; length, 32 inches. Collected by the 
writer in 1903. 

Dr Washington Matthews describes the game of tsol, or ball, as the 
last of the games played by the young Hatsehogan with the gambling 
god Nohoilpi.* 

• Overland Monthly, v 2, p 433. San Francisco. 1869. 

• Navaho Lege a da, p 84. Boston. 1897. 
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The object was to hit the ball so that It won Id fall beyond a certain Une. 
" I will win this game for yon, said the little bird TsIIUfi for I will hide 
within the ball and fly with It whereTer I want to go. Do not hit the ball hard 
give it only a light tap and depend on me to carry lb” On the line 

orer which the ball was to be knocked all tbe people were assembled on one 
side were those who still remained glares on tbe other side were the freed 
men and tho-e who had come to wager themselves hoping to rescue their 
kinsmen. 'NoJioflpl bet on this game tbe last of bis slates and his own person. 
The gambler struck his ball a beary blow but It did not reach the line the 
Stranger gave his but a light tap and the bird within It flew with It far lieyond 
tbe line whereat the released captives jumped over tbe line and Joined their 
people 

\m \iio St ALichael Vrtzona 

Reverend Father Berard Haile writes as follows in a personal 
letter • 

In shtnnv ndashdilkip] the ball bears the same name Jol. as in tbe tossed 
and batted ball game The stick Is the reversed ball stick however the filling 
of the ball Is somewhat different, for It Is pot In a small leather pouch and 
then sewed at the end and not In tbe center This seems I mm aterial Shinny 
U played according to the rules which regulate the game of tossed and t atted 
I all regarding time of year etc. The Nava bo prefer long distances [figure S03J 
Le tween the o[ posing lines. The object 19 to bring tbe e hinny bill over the 
opponents line Whoever Is successful fir«t l« the winner The stick Is aI«o 

Players one or two mile- Player* 

no OW PUn of shinny ta*U field. Navahn Indiana, Si MicfcaeL Arizona 

called be-akil ]1 and the origin f the game I* the same as that of tossed and 
hatted balL 

Tsetsact Portland inlet British Colombia 

Hr Fnnz Boas * mention the~~e people playing a game with a ball 
of cedar bark 


C IDDOAN stock 

\rikara Oklahoma 

Dr George V Dor-ev c m the origin of the Vnkara dfc-crtlies them 
as coming W their journeying to a great lake where thet had their 
\ tllage for =oine time 

They ml le games at this place. The first game they played was tie shinny 
I all and four sticks. Tbe land was marked out bv four sticks wh! h Inclosed 
an oblong extending fron ea«t to west. Each side trier! t force the ball 
through tbe others goal When one side was beaten It Itnfi <?d lately began to 
kill those of tbe other side 


Jane 1302- 

‘Fifth Report on the Indians of British Colombia Report of tbe Silty fifth Meet B£of 
Ibe British A»*octstlon for the Adraoeement of gcleoee p. Lood n !*•>■> 

Traditions of the IrlXira. p. IS. Wazhlofton. I*MM. 
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Pawnee. Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 59384, Field Columbian Museum ) 
Buckskin ball (figure 804), 34 inches in diameter, flattened, with 
median seam and painted with concentric rings .in color on both 
faces ; on one face an outside ring of green, then red. black, and 
white, with yellow in the center; on the other, black, yellow, 
red. black, yellow, and black in the center. It has a thong for 
suspension and is accompanied with four sticks (figure 805) 
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FlO WH Shinny 1 all lnmet«r Inches Paww*- Indians. Oklahoma- cat. nn Vusi Field 
Colombian ilnxoum 

FlO Ku Shinny sticks length, 1* Inches, Pawnee Indians Oklahoma cat. tio i«W, Field 
Colombian Museum 

FlO 800 Goal sticks and polo tor shinny; length of sticks, 43 Inches, length of pole. M Inches 
Pawnee Indians, Oklahoma, cat. no 503*1, Field Colnmbian Museum 

made of saplings about 34 inches in length, curved and knobbed 
at the end, and painted in pairs with bands of color near striking 
end; two with n green and a red band, and two with one red and 
two green bands. Also a pole (figuie 80G) 85 inches in length, 
with a kind of ferrule at the upper end. and the lower end 
pointed, and four stakes, 43 inches in length, designated as 
goal posts. Collected in 1901 by Dr George A. Dorsey 

Wichita. Wichita reservation. Oklahoma (Cat. no 59305. Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Buckskin-covered ball (figure 807), 4 inches in diameter, with median 
seam and loop for suspension ; and ball stick. 34 niche-, in 
length, curved, with a knot nt the end. Collected by Dr George 
A. Dorsey. 
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Dr V S Gat«cliet In* kmdh furnished the writer with the follow 
ing list of words relating to In 11, from the M icliita language obtained 
In him in 1872 

Ka«ins, hill plural ka«nts,i or lrln kasintsa, kuvat«its, catching, 
knku ti knsints ktn atsik, «omebod\ catdies a ball 

In his Wichita Tales* Dr George V Dorset relate* how the fiist 
man Dirknc*.s, who Ixgan to git power to foretell tilings after the 
creation of jxople, told the woman Wabukatsia, made after his image, 
that when he was about to go to a certain being Man Never Known 
on Farth heivachod down at his left «ide with his right hand and 
brought up a lull Then he readied down with his left hand at his 
right «ulc and brought up a bolL Then he reached down in front, 
toudied the ball to the belt and brought up a shinny ^tick. He 
took the ball tossed it up and struck it with the «tick As the ball 
flew lie went with it Thus guided he went to the place when he 
expected to find Man Neier Known on Tarth The object of bis 
' i it was that power lx? gnen him so that there should be light on the 



Flo «T Shinny hall snd rtvk diameter of 1«d!. 1 Inches length of st rk Zt Inches' W h a 
Indian*. Oklahoma nt an. <016, Field Colombian Jlunpom. 

face of the earth He tossed and struck the ball again but not arm 
ing at the place he knew lie could not dejiend upon the ball, and *~o 
took bis bow and arrow and diot an arrow and flew with it Tin 
he did a second third and fourth time but without avail Then he 
remembered be could run He made one long run and stopped to 
re< Then lie ran again and a third and fourth tune He had made 
twelve trials and knew he was near the place of his joume\ 

Later, in the same narrative it is related how Darkness, arriving 
at a certain village instituted the game of lunny 
The crowd came and he told them they were to hire «nch a game as shinny 
bill He reached (1 wn with his right hand on hi* left side and produ-ed a 
ball and then reached down on his right side with his left hau 1 an I brought 
up a shlnnv stick. These he showed the people and told them they were 
for their use Then 1 e commanded the pe« fte to gather just outside the rll 
lage at about evening time and then be set tie time for play They went as 
1c told them When they were all there he tossed tl e ball toward the uortb 
and traveled with It It went a long ways. When it lit. he picked It up and 
struck It with tl e stick and drove the ball back south then said that the i* Jnt 
• Journal of American Folk Jjare, r 1j p "MS 1002. 
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where lie stood when he struck the bnll would he called " flowing water" (the 
goal). Then he took the ball tossed It. went with it. nud again struck it 
southward Where It hit was the second "flowing water" or goal Between 
these two goals or bases was lead ground, ami In both directions as far as you 
could see. Then he divided the men into two parties, and pi iced one at each 
goal. Between these two parties ami in the center of the field he placed two 
men. one from each of the two parties. lie gave one man the ball and told him 
to to.vs It up As the hall was tossed he told the other man to strike it towards 
the south lie did so ami drove the ball towards his opjionents on the south. 
Now they played, and the north «>de drove the bnll to the south goal and won 
Then they changed goals, and the other side won. Then Darkness said they 
had pla j ed enough. 

Dr George A. Dorsey* al«o relates that in the Wichita creation 
legend thf fir^t man, Having-Power-to-carry-Light, gave the men a 
ball smaller than the shinny hall. 

He told them this, ball was to be used to amuse themselves with; 
that the men w ere to piny together and the boys were to play together. 
Whenever a child was bom. if it was a boy this land of ball was to 
be given to it, that he might observe it and learn how to move around. 
The hall hnd a string to it. The farther the ball rolled — that is, the 
older the child should get — the faster it would move around. He went 
on and taught the men how to play the game, for the people were 
ignorant and did not know what the things were for. Finally, the 
men were show n how the ball should be used. He showed them the 
clubs for the shinny game. He told them they should be divided 
equally m the game, one party on one side and the other party on 
the other side. Many were interested, for the game was new to them. 
Many of the men were fast on their feet. The game was to he won 
by the side that should get the ball to the. goal first Having- Power- 
to-carry -Light also told them how to travel with the arrows and ball. 
This marks the time when they learned to travel fast from one place 
to another. The men went out hunting animals after they had been 
taught that animals existed for their use, and they traveled with 
their arrows and hall. They would shoot an arrow in the direction 
they wanted to go : then they would go with the arrow as it went up. 
Tliis is the way they traveled. They would hit the ball, and as it flew 
the person would be on the ball. When the ball lut the ground 
they would hit it again, and so they would go from place to place. 

In the story of “ The Deeds of After-Birth Boy ” 6 his father made 
his boy a shinny hall and stick. This ball was what we call ‘'ball- 
for-young-boys ” (ka«intswiks). 

Again, in the story of “ The Deeds of After-birth-Boy ” the father 
made his two boys a shinny hall and two sticks, with which they 
plated a game against the Headless-Man. the stake to be their own 


• The Mythology of the Wichita, p 27, Washington. 1904 
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Indian-* of Uith soxc* were tiijmgcd hi (Ik* game It ivn' the ' I'm<!(lli) npaln«t 
tin* “SIMioti" They played wlttia *111 ill bill of h ini wood nhkli i\ hen hit. 
would bouud with irtuwudou-* (#»■< wlttwiut idrlkUu: the ground f«t two or three 
hundred yards. IJivii cxcll* nient prevailed otnl Jimnen«o exertion uni mani 
festtil ini With (title* st> tint It un* tint till I ite In tlie afternoon tint the pa wo 
«M OecMeil In ftvur of tlie Indians of tlie Treddlu. 

I.UKIMU.\N MUCK 

K*>kimo (Wctniiv). St Michael. Ala-kn. 

Mr Nelson • dc-crilie* the game which he calls hockey — aiyutalupit 
nr patkiit.ilitgit. 

*lhl» I* played with a miii I t hill of ltorj * leather, or wood am] n stick, 
nined at the lower end. The hall nnil utli k ore called pal-k'u'-tflk The ball 
I* (diced on the ground or ln> and tin* (di>er« divide Into two liirlle* Koeli 
1>I ii or with hi* stM. attempt* to drive the tudl nenm the opponents’ po.d, 
which I* t-daldlibed m In the foothill panic 

llttKjl OiAN KfOCK 

TrorAiMint. North Carolina. 

John Ijtw-von't.iys: 

Another game 1 * unwaged with a Intoon and a hall, and rewinbles our 

traptall 

KtKWlN KIXICK 

Krm.s. A coma, New- Mexico. 

A Km- Indian at Ztini, named James II. Miller, informed the 
writer in I!'Ol that the 1 km*. played «lnnm — matnshokn — m the fall. 
Tlie (-tick they cull hopi, and the ball matushoku. 

Codiiti. New Mexico. 

A Kerrs lu»y at St Michael’, Arizona, named Frnnci*co Chaves 
(Kogit). ilNiriljMl the Indians nt Coohiti to the writer in 11>01 as 
playing shinny under the name of ooinutashia. The hall, pelota, they 
rail matadl-hok, and the stick, oomntash. 

KrOWAN ST(H K 

Kiowa. Oklahoma. (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no. 1.72003. Buckskin ball (figure SOS), a flattened sphere, with 
median seam; diameter. 3} inches: wooden stick (figure 809), 
painted red, anted at the striking end, with a knob at the top; 
length, 30 inches. 

Cat. no. 152901. Hide ball (figure 810), a flattened sphere with 
median seam, painted red; diameter, 3$ inches. 

The*s? specimens were collected by Mr James Mooney. 

-The Eskimo about Retiring Strait Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of 
Amerlran Ethnology pf J. p 317 1891 

‘The History of Carolina, !>. 283, London, 1711 , reprint. Raleigh, N C, 1800 



G 10 Iir Till 'tot TII IMilVo Irrit SI 

Hiemnt^ *T«»"K 

Owkmun*: iVkaum*. Madera muntv, faliftnim ((at no 
70^ ,| ‘», l*n , 1«! Columbian Mu-«um ) 

'1 irn inoimtnin iniho^m leill- 1$ in« It *— in diameter l In 
!>r. I W I In l-on 

Mitm Tmnn Till lin. r t>-~« nation California 
I>r. I \\ llmlaiti ilivnla*. ili following pimr 

Tlr Nil 1. «iH«t ♦»-• I »i»l il»* Ml l la lal T1 «■ p><ils i »lln. are in » |«alr< 
of M| riel t atlrtta |lvn|il Ur nwl« • f the owr— at • all Main e of fn yiftl« 



n t * n 


ru Ml Klnar UU l|lwl>>« Xl"n |ntUw.likkl«iiia m . > IjMiv U <»l 

*»•!** N»Ik*«l Mo— um 

no f*D milney .tick. l»«*1h Si lorh— klm Indian., OkUb-ma r*l t, IWn. I ntl-M 
Plalra N.tk.oal Vj* urn 

Flo 110. FMunjr UU. OaortTr 3 t lwh«» Kbn UUu. Otklwa. nt »*». im Ut»l 
PUtn. Natk'nal Sto—am 

n > Ml Milany 1*11 aiM .Ik-* rfUm.trrof »»ll f. lorhm. Un«ihc>r »tkk alio Ik*. Total* 
Io.1Um.To 1.> Itltrr i—mtlm. Cktlf rrnU nt m. 111*. 'wi\ n«l 1 CWanWiti So. nm 

■\okuts lull I.nrr n-s nation Tulin rotmtr California (Cit 
no 701' 1 1 70|tX> I ioM Coin in bi in Mum uni ) 

Minim -tick 10 inches in luigtli (fipure 811) made of oak lient an 1 
fm -ea-oned at I be Umcr end with a ml Mrijn near tin crook 
anil it trill 2} inches in diamefir midi of nn oak knot minded 
and **.T-oned Collected 1>\ Dr 1 W Hud-on 

mikji rn JIN JN ST1M K 

\n \m losomite aalln Mnnpo-a coimti, California {Cit no 
70 , 22 f >, rid I Columbian Mu-rum ) 

Tour mountain imho'ram bill stioH, 4 fett in Itngth with mimed 
ends. Collected bt Dr J M Ilud-on 
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Ciiowchiiaa. Chowchillv river, Madeia county. California (Cat. 

no. 70233, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two oak-wood balls, 3 inches in diameter. Collected by Dr J. W 
Hudson, who describes the game as follows . 


Played only by men. who are divided in two equal sides 
say fifteen on a side The goals, which are each some 200 
yards from the center, are tw o trees, or two posts a long step 
or, say, S feet, apirt Two men standing side by side east 
the ball lip and strike It to their opponents' goal 
TVasaata. Chowchillv river, Madera county, Cali- 
. fornia. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following ball game 
under the name of miila * 

Played with a club, mn Inu' of mountain mahogany and a 
mahogany ball, o lo'-lo. 

Two or more men play in couples or pairs from n start 
line (figure S12J. The captains at station 1 strike their re- 
spective halls toward their respective partners at station 2 
If the hall falls short of 2, the falling striker must forunnl 
his hall to station 2 by au additional stroke, when the ball 
passes Into the territory of the partner at station 2. lie (no 
2) must drive It forward from where It stopped The last 
stationed partner must drive It over the goal line The small 
est number of aggregate strokes on a side wins Station 
keepers must keep within their ow n territories 

riMAX STOCK 

Opata. Sonora, Mexico. 

Mr A. F. Bandelier 8 speaks of a game called 
unchieori, or shinny. 

Taiiaiicwaiie. Chihuahua, Mexico. 

Dr Carl Lumholtz 6 states: 

In a gune called tnquirl, n ball Is knocked along the ground 
by one party of pltyers toward n goal, while the opposin' 
part} strives to best It back to the opposite goal 

Zcaque. Sonora, Mexico. (Cat. no. 12HS53, United 
States National Museum.) 

Irregular wooden ball (figure 813), somewhat rudely 
carved, It indies in diameter; and a roughly 
hewn stick, curved and flattened on the inner “-ide 
inches in length. 

Described bj - the collector, Dr Edward Palmer, as j 
stick and ball. 



t* 
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at the end, 23 


1k)v\ shinny 


* Final nrr-OTt fjpm ot th* lirbwnlniriral Inalltulr at Am*rlvn yl 1 p 210 Cam 
bridge, 1MI0 

* Taraliumarl Life and Custom* Srrllmrra Mimzlnr. v la j. 311. lurfc is*** 
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MUalUN FTOCK 

Cuiiau M a h in "ton 

V Clallam bo\ described tin- tribe ns plating the game of «hjnnv 
•-hweikiiklioise Tht \ vll, «mnck 1=4 a wlar knot The limnt slick 
i-> called kukll 0 !«c*lffi Tlie word for goal i« swpikkutum 
Pemj dObejixis Flathead re-era at ion Montana (Cat no ol777, 
r icld Columbian Museum ) 

Slnnn\ stick (figure 814) curved and expanding at the inking end 
into n thin blade with a knob at the end of the handle, length, 27 
indies Collected bt Dr George V Dorn a 



Fl* fit 


Flo ftl Ehliray and ft cM diatt'tor of balk 1| Inches; length of stick. « facte— Znaijne 
Indiana. ^unorn. M<Eko~ cat. no. 12 So 3. L sited State* National XfO-vnm 
Fig 811 Shinny at* k length r Inch*- IVnd d'Oreine Ind ian * . Flatb-ad tract-ration. Mon- 
tana cat no olT Fir VI Colombian MavOn. 

^nrswtr Kamloop British Colombia 

Dr Franz Boas* «avs 

The following game of Inti wan de-erlbed to me The player* stand In two 
opposite rows. A stake is driven into the ground < n the left side of the 1 livers 
of one row and another on the right fi de of the players on the other row Two 
neu stand in the center between the two rows. One of these pitches the tcill 
and the other tries to drive It to one of the stake* w th n hat. Then both part e* 
endeavor to Inve the ball to the stake on the opposite Bide and the party which 
succeeds in this has won the game 
•"Ongisii \ nnconaer island- British Columbia 

Dr Franz Boas 1 describes the following game 

K Jt « a*K a game at ball the hall wh ch 1* made of maple knot* Is called 
snrak It Is pitched with crooked sticks an I driven from one party to the other 

S Tf >H C l-ri AN STOCK 

\ ez Pebces. Idaho 
Col Pilchard Imng Dodge av» 

Among the Ne* Percf* and other western tr l>e* the women are extremely fond 
of a game of ball s milar to onr shinny or hockey " and play with great 
*plrlt 

« second General Ceport on the Indians of British Columbia Beport of the six, elh 
Meeting of the Brlti-h Association for the Advancement of Sc ence p. #41 London, 1S91 

» IMi p. S 1 

* Onr WUd Indians. P 344 Hartford is<» 
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Umatilla. Oregon. (Cat. no. 37341, 37542. Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 

Ball (figure 815), a flattened spheroid of buckskin, with median 
seam, painted 3 ellow. with the sun in red lines on one side and n 
similar design, perhaps a star, on the other : diameter. 4 inches. 
Stick (figure 810), a club, flattened and curved at one end; length. 
29 inches. 

These were collected by the writer in 1900. The ball is called 
tkaiput, and the bat tkaila. 




S1HSTAN STOCK 

Achomawi. Hat creek. Califomu. (Cat. no. T Jf 7 , American Mu- 
seum of Natural History ) 

Wooden ball. 1$ inches in diameter, and curved stick, 42 inches in 
length (figure 817). Collected in 1903 by Dr Poland B. Dixon, 
who describes them as implements for hockey, popaqwaiwi. 

. SHOSIIOKEAN STOCK 

Hon. Arizona. (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no. 23222. Buckskin ball; a flattened spheroid. with median 
seam; diameter, 3} inches * Collected by Maj. J. \Y. Powell and 
* designated as a shinny ball. 
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Cit no 4l7fi5 Buckskin lull painted red orate with median -earn, 
‘■tuffed with hair, diameter 3| inches. 

Cat no C&S43 Buckskin ball a flattened spheroid with median 
«eam; diameter, 24 inches. 

Cat no Buckskin ball (figure SIS) ban shaped, painted red. 

with draw-tnng, diameter, j mche- Designated as a footbath 
Tlie three foregoing specimen-, were collected br Col James Ste 

ien«on 

Cat no S42SG Buckskin ball (figure 819) , a flattened spheroid, 
with median “cam diameter 5| mche- 

Cat no S42S7 Buckskin ball similar to the preceding, diameter, 24 
inches 



Fl.. MA bhiaay ban. dunwter S lnche- Ropi Induuw. Irani, mt. no. 0*0, Cn ted Staten 
Nation*] Mnaenm- 

FIG Cl® Ehmny ball di»me«r SJ Inrbe*: Hop! Indians. Arizona, rat. no. M3« Colted °tatr» 
National Mnvnra- 

Flo S3) shinny ban. da m*trr 3, inrboc Hop! tndABs. Arizona, cat no- W~3, C cited States 
Naixraal Museum 

Fig *21 Stfamy stick length. tnthra Hopt Ind.ins. Walpi. Arizona. «at no. WSHS. Ccntrt 
S»t« Naomi 3f jnm. 

Cat. no S si2 - "' Buckskin trill similar to the preceding, diameter, 3 
indie- 

Cat no c d2 s * Buck km ball (figure 620) spheroidal with medlar 
seam and drawstring around the seam diameter 3| mche-. 

This. and the three specimens preceding were collected bv Mr Me 

tor Mindeleff 

Ifori Walpi Arizona (Cat no lOTTl^ Unued States National 
Mu-eum ) 

Peeled dick with curved end (figure §21 ) one-half painted reel with 
two bands of blue paint near tlie middle length 23 inches. Qol 
lected br Mr James Moonev 
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Mr A. 51. Stephen, in his unpublished manuscript, give-, the fol- 
lowing definitions : 

Ball, ta-tcl; shinny, or hockey, as practiced bv white boys, ta tate' 1 a 1a wftli 
Mono. Hooker cove. Jladera county, California. (Cat. no. 71435, 
71436, Field Columbian 5Iu*eum). 

* Mahogany club (figure 822), with flat end slightly curved. 54 inche- 
in length, and small mountain mahogany ball. 

Collected by Dr J. W. Hudson, who describes it as of the Yokuti 
type. 

Five other clubs (figure 823) in the same collection (cat. no. 71434) 
are similar, but the striking part is narrow. Four of these are of 
oak and one is of mountain mahogany. 


Q 
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Fio Shinny ball and stick: length of stick, St inches Mono Indians, Madera county. Cat. 

forma, cat no 71135. 71130, Field Colombian Mussum 
Flo K23 Shinny haU and stick: length of stick, 501 inches Mono Indians, Bladera county. Cab 
forula. cat no 71131, Field Colombian Museum 

Doctor Hud-on gives the following account of the game under the 
name of nakwatakoina, to swing strike : 

Each opponent starts his mdhogany-w ood ball, usually 3J Inches In diameter 
forward at a signal Their partners at the next station forward their respec- 
tive balls to the nest relay station, aud so on. Interference with an opponent 3 
ball, even by Accident, is protested by loud “ lllp 1 he"" which is at once 
apologized for by “ He-he-he! ! ” If a player should forward an opponeut s ball, 
this protesting cry recalls him to seek his own ball while the distmie made 
by the fouled stroke is kept by the fooled party. Every player has one or more 
substitute balls In his belt, so that when a ball is lost another Is allowed in 
play. The balls mu«t turn a goal stake, a-na' na kwl no hi' na " man's circling 
stake." often a tree, about 400 yards from the starting line, and return to a bole 
to'-op, at the starting lina The game may lie played also to a goal straight 
away, several miles. Once a game was played between the Hooker Cove 
•petipte »T<A TO&Sc; Cs«l,s vw <Khaelk they start*A at Heekes Cwse. wwl the seal 
was !n a field beside the roadi at Whisky Creek 71 miles distant 
Siiosiioni. Wind River reservation. Wyoming (Cat. no. 3C878. 
Free Jluseum of Science and Art. University of Pennsvl- 
vania.) 

Stick (figuie 825), ego, with a broad curved end and a knot at the 
handle: length, 24} inches; and a ball (figure S24). covered vv ith 
bnck<kin, with median seam, in the form of a flattened sphere, 
34 inches in diameter. Collected by the writer in 1900. 
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It is dt scribed by the collect or. Mr Loins L Jlcchi r, a a- u-eil in tlie 
Homnn* {nme of shmm, tnk ijisica 

Mam 1 layer* form two companies and strive to take the ball with their Micks 
to two different j,oals In opiwslte directions. lint play U decided by kicking 
the lull up into the air The one wlw tin do so oftenM without letting the b ill 
or the foot touch the ground | lays first This I* n m. pa rate game with the 
VUnnebago 

Miinnj Is playeil li) women large girls and seltootlsij x The women of one 
camp wilt | lay against the women of another camp Tlie bnvs nail girl* of one 
school will pi ty ngnlnst another school for although not finite up to the dignity 
of men the game Is scarcely limited to women 



Fn. Shinny tslt »n<l atlrk diameter of ball. »| inches length of etlrk, IP In. h«i Oghd* 
Dakota Indians Pino Rldg* iwrratlnn, uth Dakota cat. no Kit £nis Free Museum of 
«/•! nee as ) Art, University < t Pennsylvania 


Dtho-tv (Ocdala) Pun Ridge iescr\ation South Dakota (Cat 
no 22121, .Prow Mn-eum of Science and \rt, Unnernty of 
Pennsj h ima ) 

Knoblied stick (figure 82^), made of a «aphng, 3P> incliis m length 
De-crdied b\ the collector, Mr Lotus I*. Meeker 1 ns u»cd in the 
hot s gum of can takapsica or wood «hinnr 

\ t loch of wood cut from n seasoned stick about 3 Inches In diameter i« laid 
ti[«on the ground Two players armed with sticks haring a natural enlargement 
in one en 1 each paces off 50 stef* In opposite directions and each marks his 
opponents gonl biting the word to each other they rare hack to the block 
of wood the one who wins pi u lug his foot upon the Mock to take possession 
lie then deliberately n1m« and strikes the blick with nil his force toward Ids 
goal and both rice after It to take possession with the foot and strike It again 
as before 

Flo ft?* SUck for wood shinny length J8 inches. Oglsta Dakota Indians, Pine Bldge r»- 
errsOou, Catos* cut no SSISl. Frva Sfasestn of Snencw and Art, Valreraty at 

Pennsylvania 

Dakota (Teton) Pine Ridge re-erv at ion, South Dakota 
Dr J R W alker c desert lies the gune of «hinm , wo>kite takap>ice 
and of woman's <hmnv, wo«kate takwmkapi=ce and give^ the rules 
for the plaa 

* Ogslffla Games. Bulletin of the Free Vnwim of Science «od Art r 3 p 31 PhlU 
delphie 1901 

• lbl I P 3 T 

Sfoux Fame9 Journal of American Folk Lore i 18 p 2S1 1005 
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Cat. no. 37G0S. Flat, highly finished stick (figure 831), painted red, 
somewhat wide and slightly spoon-shaped at the striking end; 
length, 394 inches. 

Collected by the writer in 1900; the stick is one of several that 
were found in the grass after a woman’s ball game. 

Hidatsa. Fort Atkinson, North Dakota. 

Henry A. Boiler* says: 

The young squaws are playing a game of hall resembling shinny or football. 
Insomuch as curied sticks and feet are called into service 

Omaha. Nebraska. (Cat. no. IV B 2225, Berlin Museum fur Yol- 
kerkunde.) 

Club (figure 833), curved at end, 39 inches in length, and a buckskin 
ball (figure 832), with median scam. 4 inches in diameter. Col- 
lected by Miss Alice C. Fletcher. 

The ball is designated tabe, and the stick tabe gathi. 





Fig 831 Shinny Bitch: length, SJ( Inches Yankton Dakota Indiana. Fort Peck, Montana, cat 
no SUMS, Free Mot-cam ot Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 
Fio KE Shinny ball, diameter 4 inches Omaha Indians Nebraska, cat no IV BS5, Berlin 
Museum far VSlkerknnde 

FlQ KS5. Shinny stick, length. 31 imhes. Omaha Indians. Nebraska cat no IV BtSS. Berlin 
Museum far VOlkerknnde 


Rev. J. Owen Dorsey b de-cnbcs tnbegasi. men's game of ball, as 
follows : 

This H played by the Omabas anil I’ODkas with a single ball There are 
thirty, forty, or hfty men on each side, and each one is armed with a tuned 
Stltk alwit 2 feet long The players strip oS nil Uieir clothing except their 
breechilotlis At each end of the playground [figure S-'H J are too iswts from 
11 to IS feet apart. The playground, is from ?/H> to 400 yards In length Whew 
the players on the onm-lte side see that the ball Is liable to re.ub A they try 
to knock it aside either towards B or C as their opponents would win If tlie 
ball passed between the j>osts at A On the ottier band. If the party represented 
by A see tbit the ball is in danger of passing between the posts at D. the} try 
to dUcrt It either towards K or F 

The stakes may lie leggings, robes, arrows, necklaces etc All are lost by the 
lo&mg side, and are distributed hv the winners in equal shares. One of the elder 

• \moog I be Indian* Eight Years In tbr Far West |s-.S-ISMi p 07 Philadelphia, 
ISfiS. 

•Omaha Sociology Third Annual Report of Che Rureau of Elhnotocy P 33C. JS94 
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An I-lota lioy, J. Crecenrio Luivrn. de-cribed the jieople of tins 
pueblo a- playing n pimp of shinny with a -oft buck-kin ball, pojn or 
jielotn. which tiny lilt with a stick, pojntu or chtieco. Men and 
women play. 



Fin *>' shlunr 'mil and stick, diameter of InlL f( lm he« I-n«th of stick, Si Inches, TlKua 
InilliOA, l.letn, Nf» r»t no ETS 1 . Free Museum of -cl-nce and Art, Cnlrcrslty of 

Pennsylvania 

Tuva. Santa Cl.ira. New >lo\ini. 

Mr T. S. Doner* writes a» follows; 

Almnt the middle of January there Is phij ed n pi me that t« to the Pueblos 
"hnt ham hill M to the American*. It Is not hint; wore nr less than the old pi me 
of shinny, penerally played on tin* lev. ns « Itli ns. The pn nam he, or hull, u*ed 
Is n wiff. lljtht affair, mule of rnjw and htnkskln or wholly of hiukskln. The 
pu nn In lie pfe. nthk. In penernlly of willow, with n euned end, tind I« nhnnt 3 
feet tiwifc Msw. h«y* of ntl awl jslrl* of all reps, uiwt now tind then a 

married woman copies In tlie jmstlme. The sexes do nut |dny together. nor the 
hoy* with men Among the men wafers of every description are iiiude. Dur- 
ing the jsist winter, In a pitne Is'twcen the men, which lasted nearly n whole 
day, the side that was Isa ten had to dance a solemn dance for n whole day 
t/iilte it dllfl cully arose on account of It. 

Tc-diqtie, Xcw Mexico. (Cat. no. 23210. 23221, United States 

National Mii-cuni.) 

Two shinny stitks (figure 817). made of lient sapling-, the b.irk being 
left on the handle; lengths, 24 and 2G inchc-. Collected by 
_Mnj. J. XV. Powell. 



Flo KIT Shinny .tick, lengths *1 sncl 91 Inches Town Indlsnn, Teeuiine New Mexico, cat. 
no. SKI9 and 3f— '1, United States National Museum 

WAKASUAN STOCK 

Makaii. Xeah bay, Washington. (Cat. no. 37387, 37388, Free Mu- 
seum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Ball (figure 838), an irregular spheroid, 3 inches m diameter, made 
of whalebone; and two sticks (figure 830), one a round club, 

•Some Teaa Gomes T npoMIsbed manuscript. Bureau of American Ethnology 
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curved at the end, 31 inches m. length, u-ed for striking the hah 
and the other ^lender, 32 inches in length hooked at the end 
used m running awav with the ball Collected bv the writer in 
1900 and described bv Dr George A Dormer * a- follows 

Kevuquab — This is the well-known pa me of shinnr which Is played. •>« a rule 
orly hr young men. In former limes It was onlv played at the celebration 
of the capture of a whale Now It Is played at odv time A specimen of bat 
Iok whink was collected, which d ffers frt m the shlnnt stick as u-ed by the tribe, 
of the interior in that It has no broad extended |»rtIon. The Unt measures 
2 feet 0 Inches In length, the lower C Inches being curved out at an angle of 
twenty degrees. One side of this curved extremity is flattened. The sped 
men collected of the ball (huoo) is made from the bodv of some lar^e vertet ra. 
Williams states that in former times the ball was Inrarial lr made of whalebone 
The goals (loquatsls, for the mark) are two straight lines on the leach, atout 
200 ynrds opart, and the starting jKilnt of the game is Invariably from a point 
equidistant between the goal lines. 



Fie MO 


Fio KP Shinny tall, dimeter 3 inch**- JIakah Indians, \»b lay Warfilcgton. rat. no. 
STF-~ Free Slnsenm of Science and Art, CmTer-nty of Pennsylvania. 

Fio *33 Shinny sticks: lengths. 31 and 31 Inches; M a k ah Indent, Scab bay Washington,^*! 
no 3T3SN Free Museum of Science and Art. Co eers'Ty of Pennsylvania. 

Fio Wl Shinny ball and stick- diameter of ball. 1 1 inches, length of stick. 31 inches hfi-t oon 
Indians. Mes* Grande Cahfomm. cat. no C2539 Field Ocdnmbisn Ifn wm. 

TC1US STOCK 

Mission Indians Mesa Gnnde California (Cat no C2o39 Field 
Columbian Museum ) 

BaU of wood (figure 840) painted brown If inche> in diameter, 
and <=tick a rotmd club 33 inches in length -hglitlr curved and 
expanding toward the end Collected bv Mr C B Matkin-. 

Mon we. Parker luma countv, Arizona (Field Columbian Mu 
«eiim ) 

Cat no C339 • Ball (figure S41) made of cordage I 5 niche- in 
diameter Vnother (cat no 633^>) is somewhat smaller and 
unpainted 

• Games of the Maiah leliaas of Ne»h Day The American Antljnarlan i 3 p *0 

tool 



SHINNY: WlurU 


645 


Cat. no. G33A7. Ball sticks (figure S41) of cottonwood, 41 inches in 
length, -lender and cuncd at the end. Half the -tick near the 
-triking end I- blackened by charring. Another (cat. no. G33 59) 
i« also 41 inches in length. The fir-t -tick ha- a notched cross 
mark on the handle. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Siimn-. who give- the name of the ball ns 
mahlke. 

Moii.wf. Fort Moliaie, Arizona. (Cat. no. G31(4, Field Columbian 
Mn-eum.) 

Slender -tick, 421 inches in length, unpainted and curved at the end. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Simms, who gives the name of the -tick as 


unro. 



Fio Ml Shinny »nd *tick, diameter of 1*11. 2} (ocbes. longlh of stick. 32 inchee, Walapai 
Indiana, Arizona cat no (31 10, Field Colombian Unseam 


Colorado riier, Arizona. (Cat. no. 10008. 10117. Peabody 

Museum of American Archeology and Ethnology ) 

Stick, or bat, curbed at one end. length, 3 feet 2 inches, and ball con- 
sisting of large dried pumpkin stem. 

Collected by Dr Edward Palmer, who de-cribes them as a “hinny 

stick and ball for bandy. 

Colorado rher, Arizona. (Cat. no. 241G3, United States Na- 
tional Museum.) 

Shinny ball (figure 842). a dried pumpkin or squash, an irregular 
spheroid, about 44 inches in diameter. Collected by Dr Edward 
Palmer. 

Walapai. Walapai reservation, Arizona. (Cat. no G3140, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Buckskin-covered ball (figure 843), 2$ inches in diameter, the cover 
a bag brought together by a drawstring; and ten sticks, curved 
at one end, about 32 inches in length. 




040 Ckitt* OF THE \OI TJI OtFRICk’S IMJUN 1 - |mr m !t 

Thev were collected !>t Mr Ilenn P Ewing who de-trd**s the 
game is follows 

The tas-ft m g-une Is not a Walajml pimp partlculirly nltboopli Hip young 
men and boy* rtiJI i lay It n pood diaL It h essentially tbe mtiouil paw* of thp 
Mohave. They O'*? a more delicate stick ma le <f wlllon *1 mler uni nine! 
perfectly at tbe end- Tbe men oil flay It ronng and oil ami they are very 
expert, and It has drrrlipftl tbem Into great runners. Tliey make n ball with a 
Imdfliln <11 rer eew«l on It ixnctly like tbe cover < n our l<tspl all*. Their till 
t* itnialler and wetter tlwlr sticks trimmer and nl *r anl when they play wltb 
tbe Halnpal there it always a nnv at» ut whitlnr the 31' hire lilt or the 
\\ alat all ill thill be used. Tbe Mohave usually give In l»eenu*e tlvev know that 
they can win anyway \* many nn pliy as whh and the distance for tie* 
grounds I* usually from *wn 1 1 VW Tank In starting tlie pi me tlwr loll Li 
tairlnl ly a medicine man In sight of all halfway letween the home station* 
and nt a elpn.il the contestant* ni«h In an I dip ont the ball wltb their sticks anil 
no ay they go It I« against tbe rules to touch It with the hand* or anything 
hut the ahlnnr stick The stick* are called in* a vn tlio I ill tarn a mt-a mein 
ing tied In a bundle 



Pla Mt Shinny tell sod »tW-k d-snu-t-r of tub. 1| Inchr. l»n?th of stick "N lnr-h.~ Turn* 
Indjin*. Fort Tnmn. California eat ax rrw IV -d CoIambUn Mnvuiu. 

Yuma Fort Nnma £an Diego countv Ciliformi (Field Colnm 
bian Mu-pum ) 

Cit. no 6334*> Ball (figure £14) covered with colored vim red 
white and black 1J inches in diameter and blender curved "tick, 
38) inches in length the handle straight the end crooked the 
outside of the cun ed end punted black the inner side red with 
three cet> of Irand* of colored punt — red black and red; bitch 
red and black and black red and bitch on the lower half of 
the stick above the crook 

Cat no 63312 Bill and stick >-imilar to the preceding but uncol 
ored and unpainted. 

Collected bv Mr i? C ^minr- who gires the name of the baff a» 

etsoat and that of the 'tick a« silito- 

znu> stock 

Zum Zuni New Mexico (Cat no 3077, 3 <jC> Brooklvn Institute 

Museum.) 

Bag «htpcd ball (figure &4 j) covered with deer-km, 2 inches m diam 
eter, and curved stick. 3a inches m length Collected br the 
writer in 1*103 
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The name of the ball was given as poppun and that of the 'tick ns 
poppun knpnaki tnmmai. 

Mrs Matilda Coxe Sterenson* speaks of the panic of poponc 
tkapnane, hall hit. as the same as shinny or bandy, and sajs that the 
Zuni assert that tlie game came from Mexico long ago. 



FlO tVi Shinny loll »nil irtlck: dl/im.'ter of 1*11, J Inches, length of stkk, X lDchn>. ZuBl 
liuluns. ZujU. Xfit Mexico, cal no SCT.SW Brooklyn Institute Miwusn 


ZirSi. Zuni. New Mexico. (Cat. no. 4990, Brooklyn Institute Mu- 
seum.) 

Huckski n-eo\ ered ball (figure 810). ovate, with median seam. 8 inches 
in greatest diameter. Collected by the writer in 1901. 

This in u-od in the man’s game of ~hinny. po-pone-kap-na-kwni. 
Tlie goals consist of circles m the sand on tlie east and west sides of the 
village. A hole is dug midway lietween, in which the ball is placed 
and entered with sand. Each man makes a 
lightning uiatk with l»is stick. The object 
i» to drite the ball into the opponent's cir- 
cle. They U*t on the game. The smaller 
balU an* used by boys. 



Dornix II tu. 


Flo »I8 Shinny 1*11 diameter. 
8 Inch's Zofll Indian*, Zofll. 
S« Jlrxhsr CL n.. IK'S 
Brooklyn Instltnlr Jfa~-mn 


The game of double bill throughout the 
eastern I'mtod States and among the Plains 
trilies is pl.ned exclusively lit women, ami is commonly known ns the 
woman's bill game. In northern California, however, it is played lit 
men. 

The implements for the game consist of two lulls or similar objects 
a tt. irlied to each other by a tliong. and a curved stick with which they 
are thrown. 

The lulls a ary in shape and material. Among the Cheyenne two 
small slight!,' flattened buckskin balls are u«c*d. The Wichita bills 
nre smaller, with n long cut-leather fringe. Among tlie Sank am! 
fows and other Algonqiitan trilies the lulls arc oblong, weighted 
with sand, and frequently Imtli. with the connecting thong, are made 
of one piece of buckskin. These pass bv an easy transition into a 
single long buck'kiii -covered piece. somewhat narrow in the middle, 
as among the I’ainte. 


Ilnynln«l« a «_ » 5. p ISS, 15"t 



C48 


GAMES OF Tilt J.ORTII AMERICAN INDIANS fern 


V ilMmct \ unit ion is found among the Hupa when, iin-teid of 
balls, two small liottlc shaped billets tied togetlur at the top are 
employed The Klamath use large billets fastened together In a 
cord passing through a hole in the middle of e ich stick 1 he Chip 
pcwa, 1'ipago Taralivtmart Vehomnwn, and Shasta Imc short c\lm 
drical hillets tud with a thong and both Papigo and Pima, double 
bills wiouglit of pi litid leather 

Tlie sticks, made of saplings umilh taj>er to the end and are 
slightly curved OrdinmU the\ arc pi un, but nmong the Shoslioni 
and Paiutc the} ha\e i small fork or crotch Thm \arv m length 
from 23 inches to 0 feet One stick is almost im iri i!>l\ n-ed but 
Cat Im describes the Dakota as plaung with one in each hind The 
Inscs, two in number, consist of poles (Chippewa) or of two piles of 
earth (Omaha) and Mr} m distance from 300 and 400 Minis 
(Omaha) to a mile (Cree) apart Tlie object of the game is to get 
the ball mer the opponent s base lw< or 
to take it to ones home (Missi&nuga) 
Bits nre mule upon the nsult 
Double ball ns a woman’s game apjic irs 
at present to June no ctremonial «igmfi 
cance Its implements however offer a 
possible means of identifying the wooden 
\oke shaped objects found in the cliff 
dwellings such as are represented in fig 
ure 647 from Mancos canj on Colorado 
Tins specimen, in the Tree Muslim 
of ‘science and Art of the Unnersih 
of Pcnnsylinnn, was made b\ bending a straight piece of wood, 
8J inches in length Tlie ends are cylindrical, each having three 
knobs, one at the extremity and two equidistant above The upper 
part of the yoke, which is 4 inches in height, i» squared V large 
number of similar }okes accompanied bv mam highly finished 
sticks which might have been used for throwing them, were found 
together jn i chamber in tlie Pueblo Bonito Chaco canvon New 
Mexico b\ the Hyde exploring exjiedition Tlie collection is now 
m the American Museum of Natural History, New fork Citv The 
sticks, numbering several hundred specimens, vary in length from 3 
to 4 feet, and arc v ery finelv finished They vary also in form One 
senes terminates in a kind of hook Another has a curved end, on 
tome bound with cord or smew and on others plain A third «enes 
has a flat, shovel like end Still others are straight, with a flit, 
knobbed handle 

A ceremonial analogue of the game mar be observed in the tos mg 
of the annulets and cylinder from cloud terrace symbol to cloud 
terrace symbol by the girl>> and boy& in the proce sion on the ninth 
day of the flute ceremony 



Fig SIT Yokivshapod billet height 
3| Inches cliff -dwelling Stance* 
canyon Colorado Free Jlnseum 
of Science anil Art, University of 
Pennsylvania 
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Dr J. Walter Fcwkcs* described tin-’ jicrfonnance as witnessed l>v 
him at Shipaulovi in the summer of 1691 : 

TIicmj annulets (figure WSJ j mlUxl jo vA-nn-lil were nmv of « 1’ |»>, n H.ir 
leaf, ivhlcli Is tvvi’twl Into shape around n core of the some material. Into each 
was tmund one or more lire Insects. l>.V-chl-M. a “ skater" with It livvs on tlic 
surface of the outer. The annulet was painted black, nnd to It was attached 
a handle nude of tnlsted litters of > ticca leaves, forming a Loop mross the 
annulet hy width it can lie carried . * 

At the same time that the annulets wore manufactured, a small cylinder Jflcun* 
SKI], idiout the leugth of the diameter of the annulets, or a little more, was « hit- 
tletl out of wood This cj Under was painted 

Mat k V stn ill haudle made of yucca 

filler mis secure!} fastened to It 

In the march to the top of the mesa 
from the spring two girls each cast nn 
uimulct, and the boys the cylinder, into 
the cloiul-terrncc symbol (plate xx], 
which the priest traced with meal on 
the ground, tiding for the purpose the 
long black-snake lulio. 

A similar cylinder ami annulets are 
described by Doctor Fcwkcs* ns em- 
ployed in the MMiongnovi Flute cere- 
mony in 1890. 

A stick with n small ring stands on 
each side of the altar of the Drab Flute 
at Ornjbi, these being the implements 
used by the girls in the twmony de- 
«crilvd nl>o\e. 

The double nr tied billets used in this 
game may la* referred to the two Itows 
of the twin War (iod*s and the other 
forms are probably derived from them. A suggestion ns to tin* ori 
gin of the tossing -tick may bo obtained from the Flute ceremony. 



Flo MA Anonlrt baho, nvj la tfc<* 
Flit" rrrrm.mj. Herr l Indiana. Shi. 
I«nk>rl, Arizona, from r»wk*« 

Flo MX Cjllndrr tc*—l In th" Fla*" 
wrrmonj, IIoi>l Indiana. Shlpaak »k 
Arizona from Ftwlw 


ALMlNqt IAN STOCK 

Cheyenne. Oklahoma. (Cat. in*. | J, American Museum of Natural 
Hi-tory.) 

Two buckskin-covered balls (figure S-%0), 3 inches tn diameter, some- 
what fiatteued. with median nm piintcvl yellow, with ml lunds 
on opposite side of the seam and green rings on opposite f.tce«, 
connected by n thong 5 inches long. Collected by Mr Walter C. 
Roe and described as thrown with a stick. 

* Journal of Anwrlcan Fthaotogj atxl Ar»t««>l.yrj. r 2. p. 131. Tl<»t»a I st*i 

*Mn«t«-nth Aaoaal l!r|«irl of lb« porrau of Amrrlrna Ithnolory, ft. tf, tr>», !;»>), 




650 GAMES or THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS Etaai 24 

Chipper a "Wisconsin 
Prof I I Ducitel ° savs 

The onlj plar observed among tbe girls Is ttie pihpihjekahwewog n sort of 
substitute for our graces which simply consists In catching with two sticks a 
twine loaded at each end with a ball 
Michigan, 

Baraga 6 gnes the following definitions 

Pa^sikaweln Indian womens play corresponding to the Indian ball play 
which Is plared bj men only passlknnun the stick or rod used by the sjujwa 
(a ph) lag their pin) 

Apostle islands, Wisconsin 

J G Kohl e sajs 

Another description of boll plaj c®l»eclally practiced br the women Is what Is 
called tbe papassi kawan which means literally the throwing game It Is 
played br two large bands who collect round two opposite poles and try to 
throw the object over their opponents pole. In place of a ball they have two 


Fig 8. 1 FIs SA 

Fin *A Double belle diameter of balls, 3 to bes Cheyenne Indians, Oklahoma rat n |J 
American Museum of Natural History 

Flo del Donblo billets length of billets, 31 inches Chippew* Indians, Bear Island Leech lake, 
Minnesota cat no ( |h American Museum of Natural History 
Fio Ri2 Double billets, length of billets, 4{ inches, Chippewa Indiana, Bear island Looch lake, 
Minnesota cat.no ,|J, American Museum of Natural History 

leathern bapt filled with sand and attached by a thong They throw them in 
tbe air by mein* of n staff excellently shaped for tie purjiose and catch It 
again vert cletorly The stick is sharp and slightly bent at the end an 1 
adorned like tbe roquets. I once saw a very neat model of these Instruments 
f >r the won en « throw log game snspen led to the cradle of a little girt 

Bear island Leech lake, Minnesota (Amencati Mn=oum of 

"Natural Ilistorj ) 

Cat no rlj 7 The wooden lulled (figure 851), each 3} inchea in 
length, tied together w itli a cord of hn bark- Tlie ends of the 
billets are painted rwl 

• \ Fortnight Among the Cblppcwao. The Indian Miscellany p. 3CS Albany IS"" 

► A Dictionary of tie Otcblpwe Language Cincinnati ISoV 

• KJtcblt ami Wandering* round Lake Fjperlor p. 90 London, I ‘‘CO 
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Cat. no. jfS-f. Two wooden billets (figure 852). similar to the pre- 
ceding, but 4-J inches m length, diameter 14 inches, unpainted, 
. and tied together with a strip of the same bark 
Collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones. 

Chippewa. Fort William, Ontario. (Cat. no. tHt> Ameri- 
can Museum of Xatural History.) 

Double ball (figure 853), two buckskin-covered bag* made in one 
piece. 184 inches in length; with a stick, a sapling. 44 inches in 
length, painted red. 

Collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones. 

Turtle mountain, Xorth Dakota. (American 

! Mu-eum of Xatural Historj.) 

a Cat. no. Two buckskin-covered bags (figure 

854), made in one piece, 20 inches in length, having 
Greek crosses made of green be.uls sewed on the 
opposite faces. Accompanied by a stick 20} inches 
in length, wrapped from the upper end with black 



Fig (Wi KH 

Flo Kit Double bull god stick, length of ball. 1<| inches length of utick llinrhm <I.ipj**w« 
Indians, Fort William, Ontario, cat. no i*Jy, American Museum of Xatural Hi- ton 

Fig tea Double toll and stick; length of ball 9) inches length of atlcfc Zfij inches Chippewa 
Indians, Turtle mountain, Xorth Dakota, cat no ,i|, American Museum or Xatural Historv 

cloth for the greater part of its length, and ornamented with a 
band of red and three hands of white bend*. 

Cat. no. A double ball, similar to the preceding, but decorated 

with white, red, and blue bead*. 

These were collected in 1903 by Dr William Jones, who states that 
the goal is the bent lunb of a tree or a stick that will hold the bag, 
the goals being from 100 to 200 yards apart. The stick is called 
wipawaganak: the bag, papa«ikawanng, meaning thing that is 
kicked. The game is called by the same name ns the bag. 
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Cisee. Mii'kowpetnng re-erte Quappelle, Assmiboia (Cat no 
G10*V2, 1 ield Columbian Museum ) 

Two oblong bills covered with deer-kin connected bv a =1rip of the 
«=ame material (figure Sno) , total length 24 inches 
Thet were collected bv 3Ir ,T A il itch ell who describe- the game 
under the name of puceekowwahnuk kicking game 


The inme of kicking game seems to be n misnomer as the game is In no way 
I layed with the feet The g-une w ]>laye<l hv women only any number but not 
It the old women a* greit powers of endurance are required. 
It Is In mane rejects similar to lacrosse The placers are 
gheii various station- In the fiell and c-irry sticks. The goals 
are nrailly J mile or therenbont a| art 
Placers gather in « circle at the 1 eginning and the doul le 
ball I' thrown aloft fre in the stick c f one of the leaden when 
the scrimmage coimuen es an 1 Is kept up until one side passes 
the hall through Its opponent s goal 
The game Is a verv Interesting one an 1 develops much jtkllL 
It !« from a hcglente point of clew highly beneficial as It 
develops a fine rcln«t cla«< of women \s with all other In 
dlnn games, this gime Is inrariably played for stakes of some 
kind. 




Fig t-i. Don! ie l»U IwaK »c tnche— Cn-> In -nt no SISOt. FI«Id Colnm 

bian Unseam. 

Flo Soil Doable bsll length 10 inches. Crre Indians, Wind River wu itlnn. W j-omtntr C»t. 

no row. Free Mgvmn of Sel< nee «nd Art l niver-lty of P*nn»rlv«nln_ 

Flo HV stick* fordwUebnU length 31 inch*«- Cree Indiinj, Wind River iwrmlofl. Wyo- 
ming- cut OO.TO Free 31 oeenm at Science and A rt l Diversity of Penneylvanln. 


— N iml River re-crvation M coming (Cat no 170.50 Tree 

Mu'cuni «f Science and Vrt UnittMtt of Peutmlvtma ) 
Two oblong bags of buckskin (figure *v>G), weighted with -and and 
attached to each other b\ a thong made of the -.une j k«t, length 
10 lmhe- Two -ticks ( figure P>7) peeled sapling- -lightly 
ciinnl it one end and punted t ellow length, 31 inc-he-. 

The-? were collected h\ the writer in 1000 fn*m an Indian of Rn I - 
bind who gnu the name of the InU- n- wv pit 4 ? and we lnkanik, 
ind the name of the -tick- as wepit-o knni tikna The game is «nid 
to lie plated l»t l>oth men and women The goal l- placet! at a <h- 
tnnee of 50 jardh. 
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Ckee. Edmonton. Alberta. (Cat. no. 15060. Field Columbian Mu- 
seum.) 

A buck«km bag (figure 85S), 12 inches in length, the ends filled with 
sand; and n curved stick. 37 inches in length. Collected In Isaac 
Cowicand described as used by women in playing handball. 
Menomixee. Shawano, Wi-consin. (Cat. no. 37938. Free Mii-eum 
of Science and Art, Unnersity of Pennsylvania.) 

Double ball (figure 859), consisting of two slender buckskin bags, 
united in the center by a thong 5} inches in length; total length, 
10 £ inches. 



FI* iC* 

Fio fco* Double ball and atlck, lemribof ball, lfloch..". h’nptb of BOok 37 loob.-. ( iw 

Alberta cat- m>. IV»D. Field Columbian Slo'con 
FlO KO Double bull, length. JOJ loch.-e; MeDomlnw Indian*, Shawano WkvooalB rat Uo 
STJW, Frw* Museum of Sdciu-e ami Art. Cnlrendry of Prnn.«ylT»nla 

This wit-, collected by F. X. Steinbrccker in 1^*0 nn<l i- de-« ril«’d 
on an np|iemled lalxd as n -uper-titiou- tov u-cd bv female- nt jmou- 
fea-K 

A Menominee Indian informed the author rn Washington that the 
women of this tribe play the game with the long double ball, which 
they call cttaehieiwiik. 

Mi-f>is\r<.\. Ilice lake. Ontario. 

Ct. Copwav* -ay- : 

I but! >lli— »s tin' mo*! ltit» rrstlne of nil nne I* the MaM*n'« Hill 1’h.t la ih** 
OJIhnaj hnsuiRe. iwbpah ee-Kah-wne The majorjlr of th<~- n [»> take fvirt 
in this j'hj are yonne altlmtish nnrrinl women are n.-t eiclu<W 

•The Traditional lli«!orj and Cbararleriatle Metrbe* «.f the OJSiway Nall.n |> M. 
Poitou. JS51 
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The hall Is made • f deer skin bigs eieh about 5 laches long and J in diameter 
Tbe<e ire fastened together as to be at a distance of 7 Inches eich from the 
other It Is thrown with a stick 5 feet long 
This play Is practiced In summer beneath the shade of wide-spreading trees 
beneath which etch strives to find their homes, tahwm and to run home with St 
These having l-een appointed In the morning the young women of the village 
decorate themselves for the day by painting their cheeks with vermilion and 
disrobe themselres of as much unnecessary clothing us possible braiding their 
hair with colored feathers, which hang profusely dowo to the feet 

At the same time the whole village ns semi ie and the young men whose 
loved ones are seen In the crowd twist and turn to send shy glances to them, 
and receive their bright smiles in return. 

The same confusion exists as In the game of ball played by the men. Crowds 
m«h to a given point as the ball Is sent flying through the air None stop to 
narrate the accidents that befall them though they tnmMe about to their not 
little discomfiture thqr n-e making n lou I noise between a Iiugb an I a cry 
Fouie limping liehtad the others, as the women shoot “Ain goo” Is heard 
sounding like the notes of a dove of which it is no bad imitation. Worked 
garters moccasins leggins and vermilion ore generally the articles at stake 
Sometimes the chief of the village sends a parcel ns they commence the con 
tents of which are to be distributed among the maidens when the play I* over 
l remember that some winters before the teachers from the pale f lees came 
to tbe lodge of my father my mother was very sick. Many thought she could 
not recover her health. At this critical Juncture she told my father that It 
was her wish to see tbe Alaldens Ball Plav and gave as her reason for her 
request that were she to see the girth at plav It would fo enliven her eplrlts 
with the reminiscences of enrlj days ns to tend to her recovery 

\ description of the game follows in which it is related that the 
goals were two large spruce trees transplanted from the woods to 
holes m the ice 

Mismsatoa River Credit Ontario 
Rev Piter Tones* its 

The women have a game railed nbptihsekubwon wbl<h Is played with two 
leather balls tied with n string at* ut C feet long These are placed oil the 
ground ml each womtn with n stltk about i» feet ling trie* to take up 
uh( uhstkDhwon from her anta**oi>ret throwing It In the air Whlchi ver party 
get-* It first 1 1 their respective pool* or stakes counts 1 

Fir *1 Doable l*U leng-h. 1', inch**" Soak and For Indian*, Tua. I im cut no, y*Vt 
Ttvo Moth am of Srlcnc* anil Art t nlTMWtj of Prtimj Irani* 

*s\vk and Ft nts fnim Iowa (Cat un 36754, I ret Museum of 
Sitnce and \rt LimersiU of Pemmlvann ) 

Bagof cotton cloth (figure SGO) 18} inches in length, expanded at the 
twoends anti tlun in theniiddJe Collected hr the w nler in 1000 
Six women plav on each side *-ome 70 jnrel* apart The ^ide that 
nret gets the trill ncTrr-sv\in«t!u game The bill is called hwianohoh 

• HHiory of the OJrb*»J l»<tl*o*. |>- 1S-. I*>ndoo 1*41 
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Sauk AND Foxes. Iowa. (Cat no. jtf*, American Museum of Natu- 
ral History.) 

Double ball (figure 861), covered with buckskin and filled with sand, 
the ends ovate; length, 15 inches. 

Cat. no. Two sticks or clubs (figure 8G2), slightly knobbed at 

the end opposite the handle, 36 and 39 inches in length, one 
blackened and the other white. 



Fie. Mi 


. gES5B5BB5BSBBg irgSg ) 

— — — I ~=~-~^rrrO l 

Fig M2 

Fio Ml Double ball length, li Inches Sauk end Fox Indiana low* cat no j4"». Ameucsn 
Museum of Natural History 

Fio M2 Sticks for double ball lengths. 36 and 39 inches Sauk and Fox Indians, Iowa, cat no 
•SSi, American Museum or Natural History 

The foiegoing specimens were collected by Dr William Jones, who 
describes them as used in the woman’s ball game: 

The game is pl.ajed only by women. They have two bases, for which almost 
anything will answer. Thev like to get tuo trees some distance apart — say a 
quarter of a mile — and nee outstretched limbs for the goals The ball mu3t he 
thrown on the goal Each goal made counts n point The color of tbe st.cks 
corresponds with the division among tbe people Into Whites and Blacks each 
Bide using implements of Its appropriate color 
The game is called ko-nen-no-hi-nag; the ball, ko na no b.a ki, kulnejs; the 
hall sticks, ot-chl. 
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\Tn\r\«cvs stock 

Hrr\ Hups vil!e\, California (Cat no 3720% Free Museum of 
Science and Art, Lmrer'itv of Penn-i llama ) 

Implement*: for the game of mi-Lntohitcli Tv>o small bottle shaped 
billets of wood (figure 8C3), with a knob at each end, attached 
to each other In a double thong 3 niche-, in lengtli , and a slender 
stick (figure SC4). or bat of hardwood, 32 inches in length, 
«lightU curved at the uul Collected bv the writer in 1%0 
Tlie billets are called \ itomil while the long 'ticks are called by 
the same name as the game * 

I)r J TV* Hudson de«cri1»cs another form of this game 
V dumb-bell shaped piece of 1 uckskin with I lg knots nt each end Is jerked 
with n rod to n tree goal The hwk'kla l« b<UI in the month ir one captain 
who finallv drops It l*etwoen the opponents. There nre three players to a side 
The game Is characterize*! hr fierce Interf-rt uce 



FI* *4 


Fio WT. Daobls IrtUeo, length of Mfh, 3 Inches. Ilojm IimUsc*. flops r»l ey California cat- 
DO 3~AK Frv» Uwoo of «denr* >oJ Art. LniTtrsitj' of Peonajicanla 
TV f* -tick, f r .! rtibl^blkl am' length Sf Inches nnp» In Hans, California cat OK 
STa* Fwllaosn t 8>- war* and Art l ntwslty of tVnr»jlcnola 

\ ( rc~cent Citv Indian whom the writer met at Yrcatn California, 
in l')00 gaw tht nanip of the tier! billets ns nan-tais and that of tin 
long stuk- or bat» as naiistai'tlnn kt u» pljv nntithis. 

Dr Plm\ Earle Godd ml * *a\s 

The Hopn harp fonr games One of these very much resembles shinny 
I'll, a ntcuants nrt n* t lu Ilridual* I nt s«ri-ij or ethnic nnlt» Milage Is pitted 
ag-ilait tillage or trllw ugaoi't tribe Tlie stimnj stick called jnltklUUOO 1« 
about t feet Ion- or mi re exact It tin length i f tin !«•£ of tlx |Iajar It has 
n natural turn nt tlw ernL Tu i mini nil k* a Ifalics 1 mg tied t octal cr 
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bis goal by catching the buckskin loop on the end of his stick If he succeeds, 
he runs after the halls and tries to strike them again before he is overtaken 
If he U overtaken, the next pair of players release one another and start after 
the hall* while the first couple wrestle The third pair take up the game If the 
second couple become Involved in a wrestling match The side which succeeds 
In getting the balls to the stake wins As the game is described as played In 
former times, it probably nraled modern football In roughness 

Dr Goddard® relates the story of a miraculous boy, Dug-from-the- 
ground. whose grandmother made him a shinny stick of blue-stone, 
with other things of the same material, for his journey to the home 
of the immortals, at the edge of the world, toward the east. Arriv- 
ing. he met ten brothers who greeted him as brother-in-law. He 
played shinny with them, Wildcat, Fox, Earthquake, and Thunder, 
and won with the aid of the stick and balls his grandmother had 
made. He returned home to his grandmother and found he had 
been away as many years as it seemed to him lie had spent nights. 



Flo Doable ball and stick, length of ball, 2$ inches, length of stick, 32| inches. Pawnee 
Indians, Oklahoma, cat no 60*05. Field Colombian liawum 

l \DDOAN STOCK 

Arikvra. Fort Berthold, North Dakota. 

Sii«an W. Hall 6 writes: 

The women. In their modern Christian sewing meeting, are reviling .1 pretty 
and Interesting old game of theirs, played with small deerskin covered Inlls 
attached by a couple of Inches of deerskin string and tossed by a long ‘tick 
from one side to another. 

Pawnee. Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 59405, Field Columbian Museum. ^ 
Two buckskin balls (figure 805), each composed of two =malt balls 
conjoined, which have bands of white and blue beads around the 
middle, with buckskin fringe at the ends, and a string uniting 
them; total length, 25 inches; accompanied by a stick, painted 
yellow, 324 inches in length. Another specimen in the same col- 
lection (cat. no. 59408) has single balls, flattened, each about 2 
inches in diameter, painted yellow. Collected in 1901 by Dr 
George A. Dorsey. 

• Hupa Text* p 116, Berkeley, 190J 

* A letter to Mr Theodore I Eastman, dated August 11, 19QO In a subsequent letter 
to the w rfter she says that the batls were about tbe size of a lemon and were thrown with s 
■tick and kept going from opposing sides 


24 Ern— 05 
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Doctor Dor«ey * mentions tlie shinm bill and double ball being 
u«ed b\ a bo\ and a girl to corner them miraculously through space 
W i chit \ Oklahoma 

Implements (figure 8GC) for a woman & ball gnmo in the po c e«»ioii 
of Mr James Moonei , consist of two b ills of buckskin, each about 2 
inches m the greatest diameter and having wlute glass beads it the 
median seam fastened togetliei with a thong 11 inches in length, 
with a fringe of cut buckskin nttnehed to each and n stick, coiisi t 
ing of a lient sipling 23 inches in length Tlic balls and stuk are 
painted yellow These implements are models made and pre ented 
to Mr Moone\ bv \\ icbita Indians at the Indian Congress at Omaha 
in 1808 



Flow DoubIol«llkBd (tick length of ptlck Si tori ee WkhiU Indimiw, OkUhon a in the 
I>osnc«*lon of Mr J»men Mooney 

In the fl icluta tales tin double hill is fmjuenth ri fined to ns a 
magicil implement used in triielmg Bright Shining Moimn (the 
Moon) gate it to women among the things thei should u e to tnjo\ 
thtmsolus She showed thtm how to ph\ tlie game u»d tohl thun 
tint the hill was for their u«e in tmehng* 

In tin «ton of The ^eicn Brothers and the M oman * the woman 
made lier escape, aided hi tin douhk hall When hi tos.nl the 
double ball she went with it up in tin nir Again in The Mori of 
Child of n Dog 4 the woman u-<s tin double ball in e raping from 
ber pursuer- Tin 'ime incident occurs in the stories of * "loiing 
Bo\ Clin f and Ills *s| tir * and Iroulle \niong tin Chiefs C 111! 
dren"' In the ton of "\ouugDm Clinf AYho "Married u Buf 
fulo * two women are described ns planng the double bill game w ith 
tin oilier women 

coffman stchk 

\\ inti \ California 

Mr Uevnnder MncFarhmd Pa\is*«a\s 

1 Httt ll I <1 lei t Hr llli erl S faJwlief of \\ a*Mng)on tor Infornvitinn rrm 
cen Inn n p-ime plired nm : s tie Wlntrtn In linn*, rolled Kn rfl wlllet Is j hye«I 
ly tlmwtna ill* tiro disk* of w nsl o nnerfol It n nlrlur nt« at 1 In lies I ig 
Tl j ore to Is* rouelit wlen they eoine <t«wn Sir t ntmhet r fern t Mr J T*>- 
mtnh < ortln Unrenu of 1 tbnoloer for authority 


•Tradition* of lb* PkIJI I-awoee p. ** New Terk mi 
* Tb* Sljlheloer Of th« W Icbltt p *s WMblstfon IMI 
Odd p. (S3. 

«1tld_ p. 116. 



• A Addltloeal Sole* nmrarftlcc ledl*8 Oibh Rollrila of lh» r>“1 leXItBfe 

» I» p. IM Rolem. 1»ST 
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LUTUAMIAX ■STOCK 

Klamath. Upper Klamath lake. Oregon. (Cat. no. 61538, Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Willow poles (figure 867), ‘kuekush, 52$ inches in length, decorated 
and marked throughout the greater part of their length « ith two 
burnt spiral lines, which run in opposite 
directions; and tno wooden billets, G inches 
long and 1 inch m diameter, fastened to 
each other by means of a short cord, 10 
inches in length, which passes through the 
center of each billet. 

Collected in 1900 by Dr George A. Dorsey," 
who describes them as used in the game of 
tchimmaash, generally played by women. Two 
goals, anku, are marked, about a hundred yards 
apart. From two to ten generally play. 

Dr A. S. Gatschet * says : 

The tclilwmd-itsb game is played utmost exclusively 
by females The tclummd ash Is a string about 2-S 
feet long, to the ends of which sticks or pieces of cloth 
are tied: It is taken np anil throw n forward by two 
flexible willow rods (slniekflsb w.Vblkl«b) to pin 
mates, who divide themselves into two parties Be- 
fore the commencement of the game two limits (y flash) 
are meted out on the ground, which seive ns liases 
Both of them are located lietweeu the lines of starting 
(shalxuetglsh) 

moquelOmnax stock 

Was \ ha. Chowchillv river, Madera county, 

California. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describes the following 
game under the name of tawilu: 

Two or more women contest with 3 foot sticks lor 
a braided buckskin strip 10 Inches long The goals are 
150 feet apart 

Flo SG7 Don ble blUets Slid 

Till AX STOCK 

inches, length of billet", 

Papago. Mission of San Xavier del Bac, Pima disn°! h oregon! lI ^t no! 
county, Arizona. (Field Columbian C1538 ' Fteld coiumbLn 
Museum.) 

Cat. no. 63543. Double ball (figure S68), consisting of two balls 
made of plaited hide, inches in diameter, united by a plaited 

'Certain Gambling Games of Ibe Klamath Indians American Anthropologist, n. a., 
v 3, p. 19. 1901 

♦The Klamath Indians of Southwestern Oregon Contributions to North American 
ethnology, v. 2, pt 1, p. 81, Washington, 1890 
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thong, total length 'i inches and slender stick, made of sapling, 
tapering to n point, 44 inches in length 
Cat no 0 5 IOC Double Inll (fignn 8C0), consisting of two oblong 
wooden balls, 1 # meins in longest diameter, tied togithir hr n 
«tnp of cotton cloth 

Cat. no G3507 Sticks used with the ubore, tapering to a point, one 
6 feet 10i inches, and the other 1 feet 4 inches in hngtli 
These wore collected bj Mr S C Simms, who de-enlx*-, them os 
implements u-ed in the woman’s game of toiknta The Spanish call 
it “ hobbles ’ 



Flo K3. Double lall and »tlck Icuftb of balls S InrbMi; Icnirl h of »Uek, 41 Inches. Pepsip, 
In<L*iu, Arizona cat no GRtl Field Colombian Mo»<-um 
Fro W5 Doable biLele and atick- leoptb of bllleU, 1 1 Inches. length of stick 62 inches- Papairo 
Indiana. Arizona, rat. no CliiM. SOT Field Colombian Mnsenm 
FlO 8TX Double ball length, ty Inches Puna Indiana, Arizona cat. no 03499, Field Colombian 
Museum 

PniA Salt River re<enation, Maricopa count! , Vrizcma (Cat no 
G34R9, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Dumb bell shaped ball (figure 870) of black painted leather, length 
(extended), *»j inches. Collected bj Mr S C Simms, who 
describes it as u-ed in a woman’s game 
Tepeudaj. Talayote near Nabogame Chihuahua, Mexico (Cat 
no American Museum of Natural Historj ) 

Two wooden billets (figure 871), 21 inches in length, tied together 
with a cord of twisted white wood 
The«e were collected by Dr Carl Lumholtz in 1894, who gave the 
name of the billets as dadayar and that of the sticks as tshibukar 
In case the cord of the billets should break it is mended and the 
dadarar is buned under some loo-e earth in order to be thrown 
again. Bets are made by the bystanders. 

FUJUN A\ STOCK 

Tv .o v-T Cosumnes river, 12 miles south of Plaeemlle, California 
Dr J W Hudson describes a game plaved with a buck=km =trap, 
24 inches long and knotted at the ends, under the name of ti kih. 
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This Is contested for by four women armed wltb clubs 30 Inches long The 
goals, which are usually trees, are 100 feet apart 

In Todds \ alley a dumb-bell shaped plaything consisting of pine cones thrust 
upon each end of a 12 inch stick {figure 872] Is called b£p’ p6p do' kai It is 
played by women, three to a side, with goal lines 200 feet apart Kicking or 
foot-casting only is allowed 

Nisiunam. California. 

Mr Stephen Powers* says: 

The ti'-kel Is almost the only really robust and athletic game they use. and Is 
ptijed by a large company of men and boys The piece is made of rawblde, 
or nowadays of strong cloth, and Is 
shaped like a small ilumb-bell. It is 
laid in the center of n wide, let el 
space of ground, In n furrow hollowed 
out a few inches hi depth Two 
parallel lines are drawn equidistant 
from It, a few paces apart, and along 
these lines the opposing parties, equal 
In strength, range themselves. Both 
player Is equipped with a slight, 
strong stair, from 4 to 0 feet long 
The two champions of the parties talc 
their stations on opposite sides of the 
piece, which Is then thrown Into the 
air, caught on the staff of one or 
the other, and hurled by him In the direction of his antagonist's goal With 
this send-off there eusues a wild chase and n hustle, pellmell, hlggledy 
piggledy, each party striving to howl the piece over {lie other's goal These 
goals are several hundred yards apart, affording room for a good deal of 
lively work; and the playeTS often race up and down the champaign, with 
varying fortune*, until they are dead blown and perspiring like top-sawyers 




Fig m. 

Flo 872 Implement for toesing game, Knom Indians. California from sketch by Dr J W 
Hudson 

Fio 873 Stick for double ball, length. 62 Inches. Acbomawi Indians, Hat creek, California; 
cat no American Museum of NatoT»S History 

SHtSTAN STOCK 

Achojiawi. Hat creek, California. (Cat. no. rlfg, American Mu- 
seum of Natural History.) 

Stick (figure 873) , a peeled sapling, 02 inches in length. 

Collected in 1903 by Dr Roland B. Divon, who describes it as used 
in a womans ball game, luswalli. The tied billets, which doubtless 
accompanied it, are missing 

•Tribes of California Contrlbutlooa to American Etboology. v. 3, p 333, Washington, 
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Shasta Hamburg bir, California (Cat no 1 4 , Anurlenn Mu 

seum of Natural IIi*torv ) 

Two vsoodtn bilbtn (fipm 874), about % indict in hngth, tied to- 
githcr will* a hmkskm thong, acmmp lined with a ••tick, a peeled 
sapling, aliout 40 tut lie* in length Collected in 100-2 bv I>r 
Poland II I)i\(ii who de^nl**> thc-e si>eameiis as implements 
for a oman * gnim 



Fill ITI Ivinl I* bfiUta «□.! »tkk b-n«lh of bilM*. «U at i InrbM Uri^th of »lk-k aticKIt <0 
tnrhm KkuU Indian*. Qrtif rnU cat i * ,(2, ImrWn lln-»am of Sat oral Ul»tory 

MIOSIIOM v\ sTIK K 

Tautf Pirnmid lake Vtnh (Cut no 37ru, Tree Museum of 
Science and Vrt Unmrsitv of Pt misvlvanin ) 

Ball and suck (hgun 87 r *) for womans game, the bill, of buck 
slm ncarh cvltndncal and expanding at the ends length llj 
inches, the stick a fori i d |>ceied sapling 10 inches m length 
Collected lit tin writtr through Miss* Marian Tnthr tn 1**00 



Fin «*1 txrablff tail an 1 «H-k length of tall 111 Inrbrs length or ail k. «il In bn r»iut» 
In liana, PyrauJ I lake Nora la cat. «xv 3"IS Frra Museum of Frltnis and Art, llalranllr 
of PMnnylraTili 

Pvrnmid lukf, Nivaili (Cat no lOCM United ‘static Na 

tionul Mu=euin ) 

Leather bill for womans game 12 indie in It ngtli i lentical with 
the prt ceding 

Collected In Mr Miplxn Powers, and described bv him in his cata 
logue nmkr the name of tapecool 

It l» lal 1 on the croutut o idway between two 1 a*o Unes nn l tUe conten Ung 
l*artl f women nrn etl with I i e stkks seek to pn ptl It licron ! ea b others 
base line 

Siioshom Mind Rnu re<-oivation M voming (Cat no 3C87o, 
31870, Im Museum of Science and Vrt Unnersjtj of 
Pc nnsjl vania ) 

Bill (figure 87C) nazeto and stick hope for a womans bill game 
The ball, n buckskin big shaped like a dumb bell, 10 inches in 
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length; the stick, a peeled willow branch (figure 877), 46f 
inches in length, with a projecting twig near the end. Collected 
by the writer in 1900. 

Uixta Ute. White Rocks, Utah. (Cat. no. y4| T , American Mu- 
seum of Natural History.) 

Buckskin ball, nearly rectangular, narrowing toward the middle, 
with padded ends, with design in blue beads on one side, as shown 
in figure 878; length, 7 inches. Collected by Dr A. L. Kroeber 
in 1900. 



Fi« 


Fig 871). Double ball, length, 10 inches Sbosboni Indians. Wyoming; cut. no 36876, Free Mo 
seum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 
FiG. 877 Stick for double boll, length, inches. Shoshonl Indians, Wyoming- cat no 38873, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

Fig 878 Double ball, length. T Inches, Uinta Ute Indians, Utah. cat. no American Mu 

senm of Xatnral H istory 

SIOUAX STOCK 

Dakota (Saxtee). Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. ( 

Catlin 0 says: 

In tlie ball plaj of the. w oraen [figure 879J. they hare two halls attached to 
the ends of a string about a foot and a half long ; and each woman has u short 
stick In each hand, on which she catches the string with the two ball-*, mil 
throws them, endeavoring to force them over the goal of her own party The 
men are more than half drunk, when they feel liberal enough to indulge the 
women in such an amusement, and take infinite pleasure In rolling about 
on the ground and laughing to esces-s. while the women are tumbling about In 
all attitudes, and scuffling for the ball 
Omaha. Nebraska. 

Rev. J. Owen Porse\ h describes this game: 

Wabaonade, the women's game of ball. — Two balls of hide are filled with 
earth, grass, or fur, and then Joined bj a cord At each end of the playground 
are two gabtzu, or hills of earth, blankets, etc., that are from 12 Jo 15 feet 

• tetters and Notes on the Manners. Customs, and Condition of the North American 
Indians, v. 3, p ns. London. 1811 

‘Omaha Sociology Third Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p 333. 1831 


6fi4 GAMES OF Tin SORTJr AMIMtVN IM»H\S Jrril ji«\ 2* 

nj art Ijith pair of MIH may 1«\ regard si n* tl > “ home "or I am " of one of 
tip contenting i artier and It I* It aim of tt mc-mWa of each imrty to 
throw the hall* to. t Wren tti lr I atr of hill* a* that would win the gitne 
Tw > amall girl* *1« ut IS jrarn cl I »tan! at nch eii 1 of tin playgrrund 
anl net n« uleglnnjl'for thewetmn a«tl« I* y* <1 1 f r tic iu« n In i Bbcsgnid 
Tach jlijir bn* a mlasnalt n rery small *tl * of bard or rr<l willow 
ale ut& fit long ant with thta ale trtn to | Irk tij the In]]* by tbruxtlug tlx* 
cn I of the atlck under tie rent 1\ horror niprffdc In (Irking them up burls 
l twin Intu tie nlr it* In playing with grace !km<(h TI e women can throw them 
I flltm *ery far \\t iter entries tie coni on ler allele In a;lte of tie eff rta 
i f ter c jn«cnei t* tflei to throw It atltl further and clour to lier ~ la me” The 
ntnkrtc nrc 1 tifTnlo 1 Ilea, amnll dUlea ir U>\vl* won na necklice* awla etc 
II l h«m arc fn m «»A0 to -100 yard* apart. Tlie com-ajonllng men* gif I* 



Fk. Jit Snotee Dakota women playing doublo bait fralrla du Chlrn Wlw min (nmUilo. 


WASIIOIN STOCK 

\*mo Canon *nllcj and I nl e Tnhoe "\e\fldn 

Dr T W Hudson describes the follow iiy* .game jiln\od b\ women 
uncle i the name of tsiknjaha 

\ tuckskln atrij p6-ts I tsl I* contested for bj the oppo**li g placer* ticli 
i ni cd with a four foot rod tre-kal yak The gods are stake*, two bunlred 
feet apart 

WFIT8IEKAN STOCK 

xjfok Klamath river, California (Cat no 37259, Tree Museum 
of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania ) 

Two bottle shaped wooden billets (figure 8S0), 5} inches in length 
YfitU a knob at the end and two lines of bark left at the center, 
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tied together with a piece of twine. 2$ inches in length: nccom 
panted by two long slender sticks (figure SSI) or bat*, of hard 
wood, pointed and *lightlj curved at the end. 33 and 3"> inches 
in length. Collected by the writer m 1900. 

The billet* are called wat-tni; the bat*, mai-num-in. The latter 
were obtained from an Indian named Wichapee Billy. r>7 years of age. 
who had used them in matches. He «aid the game was played by 
three parties of three each, who stripped and painted. Money was 
put up. say five dollars on a «ide. Matches were forincrh common 
between llupa and Wichapee. 



FI* 


Fjc twl Doable biUets, length of e*«-b. Sj inches. Yurok Indians. California cat no 3W» 
Free Mnsenm of Science and Art. L'nirersitjr of IVnnsylrnni* 

Fio KU Stick for double billets, length. 31 inches. Yurok Indians. Calif oral* cat no 
Free Museum of Science and Art, Cmreralty of Penn?jlr»ni» 

Fio Double 1*11'. leuirtb ?j lncbe->- ilsrv'ope Indians. Arizona cat no Stll Brook.yn 
Institute Ylusenm 

UIS1IOSKAN STOCK 

A Batawat Indian at Bine Bake, California, gave the name of the 
long sticks as roconaiyok wataiwat and that of the tied billets as 
go-hwa wik. 

mus STOCK 

Maricopa. Arizona. (Cat. no. 2924, Brooklyn Institute Museum.) 
Double ball (figure 882), made on a plaited leather throng: length, 
8J inches. Collected in 1904 by Mr Louis L. Meeker, who gives 
the name as tus-ho-al kik, and says that the ball is pitched with 
sticks. 

Ball Race 

The hall race appears to be confined to the Southwestern tribes, 
extending into Mexico and westward into California, although it was 
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Flute youth and the Flute maid throw annulets and cylinders, de- 
scribed under “ Double ball,*' to which game the ball race is appar- 
ently closely related. 

The existence of the ball race at an early period is proved by speci- 
mens of the kicking-sticks (figure.884) in the cliff-dwellmgs. A pair 
of such billets from Mancos canybn^idcntified by Sir Cushing, is in 
the Free Museum of Science and Art {j'Jytlie University of Pennsyl- 
vania. They are made of cottonwood, oneQ^> inches in length and lg 
inches in diameter, marked around with sharpfe incised parallel lines 
about one-fourth of an inch apart; the other 5 inches long and 14 
inches in diameter, with similar incised lines in diamond pattern. 
Another pair (figure 883) from the same place are simple sections of 



Fig $83 Fig R‘b 

"Flo $81 Kicking billets, leagthMI *nd31nches. cliff -dwelling, Manctn canyou Colorado Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Penney! v*ma 
Fig 885 Kicking billets, lengths, U and 5 Inches, cliff-dwelling, Mancos canyon. Colorado Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
Fio.886 Clown kicking billet, Mexico, 1583' reverse of Hiepano- American playing card impres- 
sion, ?i,by 1 inches, from photograph of the original in the Archives of the Indies, Seville, 
Spain 

twig, 43 and 5 inches in length and tliree-fourths of an inch m 
diameter. Many of the unidentified stone balls found in rums and 
graves at various places in the Southwest may have been used in this 
gaum. 

A picture of a travesty of the lncked-stick game, identified by Mr 
Cushing, is printed on the reverse of an Hispano- American playing 
card, engraved m Mexico in 1583 and preserved in the Archives of the 
Indies at Senile, Spam. Tins curious and interesting relic repre- 
sents a clown (figure SSfi), fantastically dressed in the native cere- 
monial costume, standing on his head and kicking a huge billet in 
the air with Ins feet. 

The ball race has been adopted from the Indians by the Mexicans 
of the Kio Grande. Capt. John G. Bourke, of the United States 
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ir*ed by Iwys. The regular kicking Micks are made of oak Tan-fla hut hi 
tin ile the game flrst- 

Keres. Cochiti. New Mexico. (Cat. tio. 4978. Brooklyn Institute 
Mu-citrn.) 

Two wooden billets (figure 88S), 2 inches in length and about eeien- 
righths of an inch in diameter, one painted red and the other 
% el low. 

These were made by a Kero* boy from Cochiti, named Francisco 
Chairs (Ivogit), at St Michael. Arizona, who describes the billets 
under the name of taw aka and mentions them ns being kicked in the 
race of the Rime name. 

Roys, girls, and men i>tny. Side* are chosen, and the sticks are kicked with 
the hare feet. 

Laguna, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 3000, Brooklyn Institute 

Museum.) 

Two wooden billet® (figure 889). If inches in length and about 1 
inch in diameter. One of these billets has a hand of red paint 
around the middle, and the other is plain, except the ends, 
which arc painted ml. The-o implements were collected by the 
writer in 190.1. 



Flu ft# Fig 


Flo. MS Kicking blUets; length, t inches, Kerns Indians, Cochiti New Mexico cat no <978. 
Brooklyn Institute Museum 

Fio 8<9 Kicking billets, length, 1) Inches. Keren Indians, Laguna. New Mexico, cat no 9X8. 
Brooklyn Institute Mnseuoi 

The sticks are called tow-wa-kn ; the one with the red band ku-ka-nl tow-wa- 
ka. and the other sho-mutz tow-wa ka The game is called ka-tcho-wal The 
blocks nre kicked with the Imre feet around a designated course Sides are 
chosen and there Is one block for each It may not be thrown with the hands, 
but they may place It on the toe to git e It a good kick. 

MOQUELU1INAN STOCK 

Cosomni. California. 

Mr James Mooney* writes as follows from information obtained 
from Col. Z. A. Bice, of Atlanta, Ga., who went to California in the 

• Notes on the Cosutnnes Tribes of California The American Anthropologist, r. 3, 
p 201, 1890 
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tear 18"0 where he •'pent several Tears in the immediate ncinitv of 
the tribe now under ' con. ideration, which fortnerlv lived m the 
Sacramento basm 

Tbelr football an me was more properlr a foot race Two parallel tracks were 
laid off and each party had Its own balk Two athletic voting fellows repre- 
senting the two contending parties took their stand at one eotf, etch with a 
bill on the ground in front of him ami at the sign'll each kicks it along his 
respective track towards the gtviL til along the I ne were stationed relics of 
I larers. wlio*-e duty it was to assist in getting the ball through. It wa« *l ron b- 
and tumble game to see who should kick the balk for no one was allowed to 
tonch it with Ills hand. Two posts were pnt np at each end of the tract, and 
the ball Mint be driren between tbc*e posts. Betting was beary the stakes 
being Ind an trinket--- of all kinds and Judges and stakeholders presided with a 
great deal of dignity The score was kept 1 r means of an even number of 
short sticks and as each placer drove tlte ball home be drew ont one of the 
sticks and so on until the game was won. It was a very exciting play and 
aroused as much Interest as doe-, a horse race among the white-. 

Was Ait \ Near (irant '-pimp- Mariposa conn tv, California 

Dr T W Hud-on de-cnl*- the-e Indians as plannp a pame with a 
hill made of deer hnr and provided with a buckskin cover, in which 
two men each content or race with their l>all alonp a pre-cribed 
cour-e to n certain poll 

T1 e name of the game Is tekTnf to kick and that ot the balk puTnE little 
dog. imp. 

PlilkS STOCK 

Opatv Sonora Mexico. 

Mr l F Bandeher* sav-. 

The Ta LI man i« ntber a foot race than n game of ball for the runner* toss 
the loll before them w 1 th their te. nnl the party whose “ goml “ or loll of a 
-ertaln kind of wood, reaches the goal first is declared the victor 

Milan- (lay* against village The Maytnte* or captains of the runners are 
important per~o tinges on so b days, and what is evidently i riniltlve and show* 
liesldes that there Is a religions Import placed upon the ceremony is the fact 
that they formerly nsed to gat tier the evening lefore at i drinking bout, suiok 
log at the Mtnc time the fungus iT the me«julte cillnl In Opals to-Jl in long 
and big cigar Ike rolls. 

P\p%w> ihspion of ^in Xavier del Bac Pima countv Ynzona 
(Cat no Field Columbian Mu-eum ) 

Ball of me-quite wood 3 1 niche-- m diameter df-ipnated bv the col 
lector Mr 45 C bimnn. as a football, c onecua 
Pap too. Ymona 

Dr If F C ten Raft jr^sats 

One of the few lodlly exercises they hare Is « sort of ball game In which tboy 
DM- a ball made of hard gum. which Is kicked without stopping by two men 


• riu! Esj—rt. pl 1 S *1° C*w*rti*« 1**k 

• Ef lira ro Owlswektagcu la '-©ort AsarltA. p- gO Leldea, 1«SS. 
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who run oxer u pre.it expanse of countrj . A large immt«er of spe. inters follow 

the two players, either on horseback or on foot, at the name p.ilt 
\ 

Pima. Arizona. (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no. 7G014. Two stone balls (figure 894), consisting of tufa, 
covered with tome black vegetable >nilMnnce, probably me«quite 
gum; diameter^. 2J and 23 inches. Described bv the collector, 
Dr Eduard Palmer, as football*. 

Cat. no. 27817. Wooden l»U (figure 895), 2J inches m diameter, 
covered with mcsqnitc gum. De^crilted by the collector as a 
football. 



Dr II. F. C. ten Kate, jr,‘ says the Pima lia\e a football game in 
■which the ball — •'onjikjo — is made of the gum of the gi camwood and 
sand. 

Arizona. 

The late Dr Frank Russell * described the kicked ball races of this 
tribe as follows: 

These race* were frequently Intertribal, and in their contests with the 
Pap.ifto« the Pima 1 * nearly nlwius won The use of the^e lulls in foot races 
Is tery widespread In the Southwest, and even yet ne hear Af races taking 
place that exceed twenty mites la length 

The kicking bait when of wood resembles a croquet hail In sire. lint it Is 
usually covered with a creosote gum- They are made of either mesquite or 
paloverde wood. Stone halls nlsrat *> cm In diameter are also u*ed and are 
roTered with the same black gum 


" Relien en Onderxoeltlnireo en SoonJ Amertka. (> 159 Leiden, l«S3 
* In a memoir to be published bf the Bnretu of American Ethnology 
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Each contestant LI ok* one of tbe*e balls l>efore him doing It so skillfully 
tb.it 111* j t-ogre** I* scarcely delayed indeed the plmi declare that they ran 
rua faster with than without the ball* — which, itj a sense, is true. Icrbaps 
the occurrence of tlie stnue ball* In the ruins gate rise to the idea that they 
possess migtc jower to “carry” the nmner along for all things pertaining 
to the Hobokim hare come to have more or le** supernatural signlflcance Two 
voiitb* will sometime* run loug distance* together first one and then the other 
kicking the ball so that It U almo*t constantly In the air The custom of using 
these bill* li rapidly dlsaj pearlug a* It Is to l** regretted, are the other nth 
ietfc games of the lima 

• The uieti received thorough training In *|ieed and endurance in running 
during (Mr raid* Info the Ipsrht Country hot they had few «port* that 
tended toward physical Improvement except the foot race*. Sometimes A 
woman ran In a contort against a man. she throwing a double ball by means of 
a long stick while he kept a kicking ball before him. Rut the women seldom 
ran In foot race* though their active outdoor life, engaged In the various tasks 
that fell to them, kept them fn fit eondit! >n rioweviT they had an athlctl 
game which c*>rre-.-pon led In a measure to the rare* of the men ami developed 
skill In running. This game was played as follow* 

IMS — ‘ Two of the svrlftert nmner* among the women acted as leader* and 
cho*e alternately from the plaTer* until all were selected In two group*. Two 
goal* were fixed about -100 yard* apart One si le saying “To the trail I* 
where we ran beat yon" while the other party declared “To that me**iu!te Is 
where we ran licit you” Two Hoe* were f rmed about ST yinls apart mil the 
ball wa* put In pliy l y telng tossed up and started toward the opponent a goat 
It wa* thrown with stick* until some one drove It beyond the goal and won the 
game* To touch the ball with the binds debarred the i*er*nn from further play 
This game wa* abandoned about 1SS3 

TutAiirM \ee Chihuahua Mexico 

Dr Cirl Lumholtz describes the foot race of flu* tribe * 

Two district* or pueblos always run agalnrt each other b* uietline* there 
are nnnv runner* < □ each side and the two parties show In their apparel some 
distinguishing mark for Instance one side wears red headband*, while the 
other wears white one*. I have seen from four to twenty runners taking part ou 
each Ride Each party ha* a small ball about - Inches In diameter carved with 
a knife from the root of on oak tree which they have to toss ahead of them os 
they run. The runner who happens to be ahead Is the one whose duty It Is to 
toss the ball with his toe*, and at each toss it may be thrown a hundred yards or 
more lu advance They are not allowed to touch the balls with their hand* but 
their friends who follow them may roint out to the ranuer where the ball Is 
lying If the ball lodges in an awkward place as between two rocks, or In 
the water the runners or their friends may pit*. It ui and place It back on the 
race course The circuits over which the race Is held are circular when the 
country allows, but generally the course is backward and forward along the 
top of the ridge, the group of spectator* and bettors being at the starting 
point, which Is always at the middle of the race-track. Each party chooses a 
manager to represent the runners and to arrange the day and place of the race. 

* The stick In the collection Is or willow l 230 m long with a maximum diameter of 
IS mm The ball* are te pains. IS cm. apart, connected by a l-Cnod " ply leather 
thong, the tails being mere knotty enlargements of the thong 

•Tarabnmari Life and Customs. Scribner’* Hagatlne t 16, p- 3<M. New Tor 
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they mile the runners heavy For the smic reasc n pregnant lvfiim arc tor 
bidden to enter tlie rnce-course V nu ner inu«t n t even touch tbe blanket of 
such a woman. Vs tbe time passes tlie excitement (•ecoinos more and more 
Intense Most of the men and women follow tbe mce shouting to tbe runners 
nil tbe time to spur them on and jointing out to them where tbe I all Is nnd If 
night comes on before the contest has been decides! the u en light torches made 
from tie oily ptne-wond to show the runners the road, miking the scene one 
of extreme p1cturc«auefie < *s a« like demons these torch l**nrers hurn through 
the forest. 

One manager or chochlinie from each side Is nj pointed stakeholder They 
tie the stakes of whatever n iture together — so much nri • ngaln«t so many 
arrows so mam hi mket« ngalnst so jnanr lnll« of yirn etc and hold them 
until the race Is over Vt tig races wl ere the wagers mir amount to small 
mountains of such articles and may Include cattle and goats the position of the 
manager requires a man of decision and memory ns he carries nil the bets In 
his head nnd makc« no written record. Tbe value or such « agers may exceed 

$iooo 

Describing n race which he witness'd near Gnachochic in Septem 
her, 16<12 Doctor Lumlioltz ears 

The ch ef rare began 1 ite as Is genernllr the case about 3 o clock V\ hen all 
was read} the two managers threw the balls lo the direction In which t! e men 
were to go the runners drojped their blankets anl sped nway although not 
from a line a« with us. The\ were naked, except for a breech-cloth and wore 
san lals on their feet. The race was made in two hours and twenty -one t-econ Is 
and the distance covered was 21 miles according to my calculation. I estl 
mated that tbe runners covered n distance of 200 feet hi nineteen seconds on the 
trst circuit, nnd In later circuits In about twenty fonr seconds. V circuit may 
measure from 3 to 12 miles In length They may agree upon from five to twenty 
circuits, The firtt three circuits are run nt the highest sjieed, but the speed Is 
never great although constant At n race rehearsal I have seen them making 4 
miles in half an hour Filijie who Is low deil could run from mil-day to 
sunrise He was from Jtarranchlc and was the greatest runner known in tbe 
northeastern part of Tnrahumarl Good runners make 40 miles In from C to 

Women hold their owu rices one valley against .another nnd the same scenes 
of betting and excitement are to be observed although on a smaller scale 
The women do not toss the balls with the r toes hut use a species of long 
wooden fork with two or three prongs with which tbev ] rope! tbe ball forward. 
It must not be touched with the hand Vt othpr times the women n^e a curved 
stick with which they throw before them a ring of twisted 61 re which thus 
rupf.n.vr file *nV > e/AVr mis-cA t&'te Ate AJ-uVaVo 1 trfflr Ah? Air «? .e.VAwag* I tore 
seen them cheat when they fancied themselves unoltserved picking it up and 
running with it In order to save time. This is a very ancient game as similar 
rings have been excavated from the cl ff -dwellings The w< men get eren more 
excited than the men and It is a strange sight to see these stalwart Amazons 
racing heavily along but with astonish ng perseverance They wear nothing 
bat a skirt which when creeks or water holes come In their wav tbev gather 
up ft la Diane and make short work of the crowing 

Tmiiimniir Chihuahua Mexico (Cit no 16311 16312 Free 
Mu«eum of Science rod Vrt Umver-itv of Pennsylvania ) 

- Secretion of a pl»nt louse which Is eaten by the Indians. 
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Two wooden balls (figure 890), 24 anil 2$ inches in diameter; and 
two •'tick-? (figure 897). with curved, fork like ends, one with 
two and the other with three prongs; lengths, 244 and 20 inches. 

Collected by Dr Carl Lumholtz, who gives the name of the sticks 
as manijera,® and of the game as el patillo. He further says, m a 
letter;* 

The ball game of the Tarahumare nomen, played by two at a time. Is called 
by the Tepebunu ke ta-t.in koard. The ball is beaten by a cucbara, or spoon, 
called tan koua le-ka-re The game is begun by the ball being thronn up in the 
air and then struck to one Mde 



Fig far. Fig wf 
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Fig Tossing bulla for women's race, diameters 2t and 2, Inches. Taralmmare Indians, 
Chihuahua, Mexico cat no 16311, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Penusfl- 

Fio 807 Tossing slicks for women a ball race, lengths 21 1 and 20 Inches, Tarahnmare Indians, 
Cbihnahna. Mexico, cat no 16312, Free Museum of Science and Art. University of Penusyl 

Fia 898 Tossing rings for women a race diameters, 31 and 5 inches Tamhumare Indians, 
chihnahno, Mexico, cat no 1G3I* Freo Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsyl 
vanla 

Tar uujmare. Guacliochic, Chihuahua, Mexico. (Cat no 16313- 
1G315, Free lln«eum of Science and Art, University of Penn- 
sylvania ) 

Two rings (figure 898) made of yucca fiber, wrapped with cord 
made of natwe wool, interlinked, one 3^ anil the other 5 indie* 
in diameter, and two similar rings (figure 899), each 5 inches m 
diameter; accompanied by two pointed sticks (figuie 900), 
slightly curved at the end, 284 and 2!)£ inches in length. 
Collected by Dr Carl Lumlioltz. who describes them as u-ed m Che 
game of la revetta/ 

* ITolwbly rosnejera frnul manej.it. to handle 

* Pated July 2.3, !*»-* 

* Spahlsh. revuelt* 
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Zcaqcf Rio Ruerte, Sinaloa, Mevico 
Mr C V Hartman writes the author as follows 
The*!© Indians bare the same game as the Tarabumare corrida de la bola 
a race la which a wooden ball is tossed with the foot. Its name in their Ian 
guage Is ga hi mi ri 

Their women line a game with slmllir wioden balls thrown np In tiie ntr 
with sticks which nre spoon like in the end, not forked ns bv the Tirabumnre 
Tliey call the game a' tji. 



Fro 899 Touting rings for women ■ race diameter 5 Inches Tarahuroaro Indian* Chihuahua, 
Mexico cat no 1CS13, Free Museum of Science and Art Lnlversity of Pennsylrama 
Fig wm. Tossing sticks for women a ring race lengths. 2S| and89( Inches Tarahnmare Indians, 
Chihnahna Mexico cat no I *31 a. Free Ma.se am of Science and Art Unirersity of Penney I 

SIlOslIONF V\ STOCK 

Ba’n aock Tort Hall reservation, Idaho. 

V kind of foot nee, m which a bill made of an inflated beef bladder, 
watooka, is kicked was described to the writer m 1900 by the Indians 
at Rossfork, Idaho Two sides choose, sometimes three or four men 
and sometimes onlj one on each side Each side has its ball The 
runners start at a given point, mike i circuit, and return 
Ilopr Oraibi, \rizoni (Cat no 6G084, 66113, Field Columbian 
5fu«eum j 

Footballs consisting of nearh cubical blocks, 2J inches and 1J inches 
square, made of pitch and horsehair 
Tliesc balls called quonah, are described as follows b\ the collector. 
Ret H R Voth 

One of tiie principal sports of the Hop! to which tho\ Indnlge every few days 
in the spring Is a football race in which the men from different klras par 
tlcipite and in which ball-, like these ►[•eclmcns nre umsL They are made of 
pitch and horsehair to which sometimes a little rabbit fur and a few hairs 
growing over the big toe of men who are known as epei tally fast runners are 
added The«e toe hairs are cbosen |>ceiiise tiie bail Is kicked with the point 
of the moccasin The horsehair is taken from fast horses. The racers start 




BILL BICE: 3IOKO 



Fig 001 Kicking balls; dimensions, £ Inches 
square, Bopl Indians, Oralbl, Ariiotm cat 
no SSTffi, Free Museum of Science and Art 
tJnWerslty ol Pennsj-Vcania 


oa one side of tbe me«a. -each group kicking before them their own ball around 
the mesa i>oInt, ascending oa tbe opposite side At each succeeding race the cir- 
cuit is increased, until it reaches a length of from $ to 10 miles. 

Mr Voth informed the writer that the balls are distinguished by 
having the mark of the kiva to 
which they belong painted on one 
side. 

Hon. O'raibi, Arizona. (Cat. 
no. 38705, Free Museum 
of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.) 

Two black cubes made of hair and 
pinon gum. with rounded cor- 
ners, about 2 inches square (figure 001). Collected by the writer 
in 1001 

They w ere described as kunkolungnt. footballs, and w ere u«ed in the spring 
of the year. 

TYalpi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 38022. Free Museum of Science 

and Art, Univer-ity of Pennsylvania.) 

Ball of hard white clay stone. 2J inches in diameter. Collected by the 
writer in 1001. 

Mr A. M. Stephen in his unpublished manuscript mentions “ kick- 
ing n nodule ahead during a run;” Hopt, wunpava lumatnmniwa ; 
Tewn, tibi kwnnwino. In his diary lie says: 

Monday, March 20 [1S03) . A cold, blustering da> aud not many want na-na'- 
mti I-nT-Wil Still there are a few from each Lira They ran at usual time and 
place, 

TupMlny, March 21: 1-ast night was rainy and to-day Is rloudy. foggy, and 
show cry. The decorations of the different Uv.is engaged in the oa ui'-mQ l 
Hi on. 1 should think, must have l*een originally of ceremonial significance, 
but I tlo not find anyone who can enlighten me on that side. The racers run In 
the valley Tbe women watch the 
vnrylng jmsltions of the meu of the 
different kiwis. When the men an* 
clustered together kicking tbe nod- 
ules. others oo the outside of the 
bunllc watch their legs and dlstln 
gulsti the nodules as klckect 

The name of the stone nodule 
he piles as kmliiii: to kick the 
nodule, win pa or wunpa. 

Mono. Hooker cove, Madera county. California. (Cat. no. 71-110, 
Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two buckskin-covered ball-, (figure 002) filled with hair, 4) im-lic- 
in diameter. Collected by Dr J. IV. Hudson, who describes them 
as a pair of hills for the ball race. 

Two ball* nre owl They are sometimes kicked a» far as IS miles. 



Fig KK. Footballs, diameter. Inches Mono 
Indians Sladcre ronntr. California’ it I 
nun. Field Colombian Masenm 
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Mohave, t ort Moluve Arizona (Cat no 00267, Field Columbian 
Museum ). 

Ball of me*quite wood. 2^ inches in diameter 
Collected b\ Mr John J AIcKoin, who describes it as used m a 
game of football, ooy yank 

This game ts played with a melinite hall about Inches In diameter Tins 
ball Is called coon va vs The players wager beads ponies wives blankets, etc 
Tlie game Is played bj two persons, each having a ball \ line Is marked out 
upon tbe gronnd and each player puts his ball upon this line placing them about 
5 or 0 feet aj art. Then they take p«>*itions 8 or 10 reel behind the balls. Each 
plater lias a second who stands t>eblnd his principal and follows him throughout 
the pi iv These seconds give tbe plater a signal to begin the play Tbe players 
then ru*h forward, each to his own ball pushes his foot under It and tos«es 
It as far as he can. He continues this performance until he reaches a goal 
previously agreed upon and marked. 1 or 2 miles from the starting |xiint 
t_pon teaching this goal the players turn nnd play back, to the starting point 
Tbe one who first puts his hall over the mark Is the winner and takes the stakes. 



Fig *r Fig as. 


Fir VT Wooden licking 1*11 dum -tcr ft Inches, Mo1»t« Indians, Arizona cat no 
United States National Unseam. 

FIG (i>6. Wooden belong faaD diameter & Inches. Toma Indians. Fort Vnma. California rat 
no. HUT Field Colombian Slo-scnm 

Colorado river Arizona (Cat no &980 United State* Xa 

tional Museum ) 

Wooden ball (figure **07) rudelv carted and slightlv flattened 
diameter 2i inches. Described bv the collector. Dr Edward 
Palmer as a football 

ArM\ Fort luma San Diego countv California (Cit no. 63347, 
Field Columbian Museum ) 

Cottonwood ball (figure 90S) 3J inches in diameter, designated bt 
the collector Air S C Simms, as a football esor 

ZUMA' STOCK 

2rvi Zufii, Xew Mevico (Lnited States Xational Museum.) 

Billets of hard wood m pair* one of each pair with a band of red 
paint in the middle and the other with bands at both end* and 
the middle 

Cat no 00273a Two billets 3} jnche* long 1J mche* in diameter 
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Cat. no. 69273J. Two billets (figure 900), 4J inches long, seven- 
eighths of an inch in diameter. 

Cat. no. G9274. Two billets, 4 inches long, five-eighths of an inch in 
diameter. 

Cat. no. G9275. Two billets, 6 inches long, one-half inch in diameter. 
Cat. no. G9276. Two billets (figure 910), 5 inches long, three-eighths 
of an inch in diameter. 

These are used in the kicked-stick race. They were collected bj- 
the late Col. James Stevenson. 

Sir F. AY. Hodge* describes the kicked-stick race as follows: 

When the San Priest announces the arrival of planting time, and the herald 
proclaims from the house-tops that the planting has been done. t(5e seasons for 
foot racing In Zufil are nt hand. 

The first races of the year, while Interesting ceremonially, are by no means 
so exciting as tho«e which follow later In the season when the planting Is 
finished These preliminary races are o\er a short course and are participated 
la by it representotn e of e.itk ot the six estu/ns. six prnj er-phrmes and an 
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Fltl 0H9 Kicking billet* length. «l Inches ZnBi Indlsn*, ZuBI. New Mexico, cat no MOTA. 
United States National Museum 

Flo 911* Kicking billet*, length, S inches ZuBI Indiana, ZuBI, New Mexico: oat. no 69S7S 
United States National Museum 

equal number of race-stick" arc made by the Priests of the Bow. the litter of 
which are placed In the trail about 2 miles from the starling point When 
the time for the race lias been decided upon, which may not be until three 
or four days after the rnce-stlcks have been deposited by the priests tbe six 
representatives of the estufas run to the point where they are. and each man 
finds and kicks one of the sticks In n small circle homeward This race Is a 
contest between tbe six individuals comprising tbe mclng party, and no betting 
Is engaged In 

The great races of Zuill, and those In which the chief Interest Is centered, 
occur after tlie planting— the time when nearly all the men are at leisure In 
selecting the participants In these race* the sw Iftest footed of the young men 
of the northern half of tbe pueblo. are matched against those of the southern, 
or of the western half against the eastern. Tbe number of racers on a side 
varies from three to six. and the degree of Interest taken In tbe contest depends 
upon the reputation of those engaged In It. and particularly upon tbe extent to 
which betting Ins been Indulged In 

As soon ns tbe choice of sides has been made, the wagering begin*, and 
Increases with good natnred earnestness until the time for the foot race arrives. 
Every available hide and pelt 1* brought to tight from beneath tbe pile* of stores 
secreted In the tuck room* and cellars, to tie converted Into ca«h or gorgeously 
colored talks*, awl the demand upon the trader for goods Is unequalod except 

•A Ztifll toot rare Tbe A merlon Anthropologist, v. 3. p. 237, ISOO 



682 GAMES OF THE N ORTH AM F PICA'S INMANS [eth as* _4 

Mon we. lort Molme Ynzona (Cat no 90267, Field Columbian 
Museum ) 

Ball of mesqmte wood, 2$ inches in diameter 
Collected bv Mr John J McKotn, who de c cribes it as used m a 
game of football, oo\ janh 

This gain© la plaretl with a mostjoHe hall about 2 Inches In diameter This 
ball Is called coon ya va The plmers wngtr I ends ponies whes blankets etc 
The game la played b> two persons each baling a ball A line Is marked out 
upon tl e ground and each player | nts Ills ball upon this line pi icing them about 
B or 0 feet apart Then they take positions 8 or 10 feet behind the bil a Each 
pliver has a second who stands behind his principal and follows him throughout 
the j I iv These seconds ghe the plaver a signal to begin the plav The i layers 
thou rush forward each to his own ball pushes bis foot under It and tosses 
It ns far ns he can He continues this performance until he reaches a goal 
previouslv agreed upon nnd marked 1 or 2 miles from the starting |wlnt 
Upon reaching this goal the players turn nnd play back to the st rtlng point 
TUe one who first puts bis ball over the mark Is the winner and takes the stikes. 
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Fjo ST Wooden 1 cldng 1*11 diameter 2, Inches Mohave Indians, Ar ions cat no 9980 
United States National Museum 

Fio 908 Wooden kicking balk d ameter 3| in hes Yuma Indians Fort Inna Callforn a cat 
bo (Ed Field Columbian Museum 

Colorado mer Ynzona (Cat no 09S0 United States Isa 

tionol Mu«eum ) 

Booden ball (figure 007) radeh carved and slightly flittened 
diameter, 2 } inches Described by the collector, Dr Edward 
Palmer, as a football 

) i ju Tort Yuma San Diego count> California (Cat no 93347, 
Held Columbian Museum ) 

Cottonwood ball (figure 008) 3J inches in diameter, designated bt 
the collector Mr S C Simms as a football esor 

Z HSIAN STOCK 

Zcm Zufu iSew Mexico (United States Yational Museum ) 

Billets of hard wood in pairs one of each pair with a band of red 
paint m the middle and the other with bands at both ends and 
the middle 

Cat no 09273a Two billets 3J inches long 1| inches m diameter 
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Cat. no. 60273&. Two billets (figure 909), 4J inches long, seven- 
eighths of an inch in diameter. 

Cut. no. 60274. Two billets, 4 inches long, fit e-eighths of an inch in 
diameter. 

Cat. no. 69275. Two billets, 6 inches long, one-half inch m diameter. 
Cat. no. 69276. Two billets (figure 910), 3 inches long, three-eighths 
of an inch m diameter. 

These are n=ed in the kicked-stick race. They were collected by 
the late Col. James Stevenson. 

Mr F. IV. Hodge* describes the kicked-stick race as follows: 

When the Sun Priest announces the arrival of planting time, and the herald 
proclaims from the hou^tops that the planting has been done, tde seasons for 
foot racing In Zufil are at band 

The first races of the year, while interesting ceremonially, are by no means 
so exciting as those which follow later lu the season when the planting is 
finished These preliminary races are over a short course and are participated 
In b> a representative of each of the fclx estufas Six praj er plumes and an 



Fig k» , Fig din 


Fin 900 Kicking billets length. <1 inches. ZnBl Indiana ZuBi, Near Mexico, cat no 892738. 
United SUtee National Museum 

Fm 910 Kicking billets length, S inches ZnBl Indiana, Zufii, New Mexico, cat no 09278, 
United States National Museum 

equal number of race sticks are made by tbe Frlests of tbe Bow, the latter of 
which are placed in the trail nboot 2 miles from the starting point When 
the time for the race has been decided upon, which may not be until three 
or four days after tbe race-sticks have been deposited by the priests, the six 
representatives of the estufas inn to the point wbeie they are, and each man 
finds and kicks one of the sticks In a small circle homeward. This race Is a 
contest between the sK Individuals comprising the racing party, and no betting 
Is engaged In 

The great races of Zofll, anti those in which the chief interest Is centered, 
occur after the planting — the time when nearly all the men are nt leisuie In 
selecting the participants in these races, the swiftest footed of the young men 
of the northern half of the pueblo.ore matched against those of the southern, 
or of the western half against the eastern Tbe number of racers on a side 
varies from three to sir. and tbe degree of interest taken In tbe contest depends 
upon the reputation of tlio»e engaged in It, and particularly upon the extent to 
which betting has lieen Indulged In 

As soon as the choice of sides has been made, the wagering begins, and 
Increases with good matured earnestness uDtil the time for tbe foot race arrives. 
Every available hide and pelt is brought to light from beneath the piles of stores 
secreted in the back rooms and cellars, to be converted into cash or gorgeously- 
colored calico, and the demand upon tbe trader for goods Is UDeqinled except 

• A Znfli Foot rare The American Anthropologist v 3 p 227, 1890 
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the meml>crs of one side arrange themselves several paces apart In an irregular 
line In the course to be pursued in such a manner th it tbe movements of their 
leader at the point of starting can be readily seen, those of the contesting 
pirty posting themselves In a similar lino a feu feet away The leader of 
each side places across bis foot at the base of the toes a rounded stieL ineas 
ured by the size of the middle finger. Just before the signal is ghen to pro- 
ceed n mounted priest goes ahead, sprinkling the trail with sacred meal 

At the signal each of the two leaders kicks his stick as far tu advance as 
possible, when the racer of his side who h ipjiens to be nearest its place of fall 
Ing immediately rushes for and again Licks it. his companions running ahead 
in order to lie In routines.* to send the stick on its further flight This opera- 
tion is continued throughout the entire course, the racers in the rear each time 
running in advance as rapidly ns possible that they may kick the stick as often 
ns their companions. 

Not Infrequently the first kicking of the sticks sends them flying over the 
heads of the second and even the third racers In advance, and they fall near 
each other. The excitement at this occurrence is very great, for none of the 
dozen young men spare themselves In scrambling over and pushing one another 
In order to secure the stick and send It on Its course. No difficulty is experi- 
enced by a racer In recognizing the stick of his party, that belonging to one side 
having a band of red paint around the center, the other an additional, though 
narrower, stripe around both end«. 

Considering the extreme Iiglitne>s of the race-stick, the distance which it is 
sent by a single kick, or rather toss, with the toes Is remarkable. Very often a 
stick is raised aloft In this manner about S<* feet and falls nt least a hundred 
feet from the point at which It was lifted Nor Is the distance which the stick 
Is eeut the only requisite of success Sometimes a narrow, sandy trail lioidered 
by weeds Is to be traversed, and a careless kick will probably send the stick 
Into the bru«h or into an nrrovo where great difficulty may he experienced lu 
regaining It, since a racer is never allowed to touch a stick with his hands 
until he reaches the goal. Again, throughout the rough race-trail the char- 
acter of the land surface vanes greatly, and long stretches of deep sand alter 
nate with rocky passes, arroyos. and hills clothed with scrub timber or sage 
brush. Indeed, smooth ground is seldom met with over the entire course of 25 
miles. 

Accompanying the participants may always be seen two or three hundred 
equestrians — those who, more than any others, are interested in the outcome of 
the race by reason of the extent of their prospective gains or losses When 
one side follows closely In the track of Its opponent, the horsemen all ride 
together ; but when, by vei«ou of accldeut or inferiority in speed, a party falls 
considerably in the rear, the horsemen separate to accompany their respective 
favorites If the season is dry. the dust made bv loping horses is blinding; 
but the ncers continue, apparently as unmindful of the mud coating that accu 
mulates on their almost nude, perspiring bodies as if they were within hut a few 
steps of i ictory 

On they go from the point of starting over the southern hills, thence eastward 
to Thunder Mountain, nlong the western base or which they proceed to the 
basaltic rocks through which tlie Zuni river runs. Keeping close to the mesas 
that form the northern Iiound.iry of the valley, the racers cross the river on 
their return at a point about 2 miles west of the pueblo, whence they continue 
to the western end of the southern hills first crossed The°e having been 
skirted they pass over the low. sandy corn-fields to the goal followed by the 
yelling horsemen, who wave yards, of brilliant calico as they dash forward with 
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the final spurt of the racers n hen the goal Is retched the first racer of the 
winning side takes the stick into bis hands for the first time since starting 

ltlx renewed energy the Individual members of the successful party put forth 
every remaining effort to he the first to arrive nt the central plaza of the 
pueblo He who gains It first is considered the superior racer of all and his 
honor is indeed well earned Punning ns rapidly as possible once aronnd the 
heap of stores at the same time breathing from his hand the breith of life 
the victor stick In hand continues nt a running pace to his home 

Curiosity prompted me to note the time occupied In performing this feat 
which was found to be exactly two hours. 

Like nlinont every undertaking of the /uni the foot race has more or less of 
a religious significance as will he seen from the Initiatory ceremonies. The 
opposing racers who await the signal to give the stlcl Its first to«s place tur 
(inoises or shell tie ids leneath the stick that they may he sacrificed at the first 
lifting of the foot In the belief of the Zum the stick has a tendency to draw 
the racers on and as long as It can be ke| t in ndv ance their success is of coarse 
assured The cause thus follows the effect in the same manner as it does when 
in Zuiillnnd the summer comes because the butterflies appear and It departs 
because the birds take tbelr flight 

Training for a Zuni foot race begins at childhood At almost any time a 
naked youngster of four or five years may be seen plating at Picking tbe-«tiel 
outside the door of his home or if a year or two older com ng from the corn 
field — where be has been dutifully engaged In frightening off the crows — tossing 
the stick ns far as his little feet wltl allow blm 

Mr John G Owens 4 wrote the following account of the same 
game 

Ti kw« we or Game of the Kicked Stick * — This Is the great national game of 
Zuni Among Zufii sports it ranks ns baseball docs nmoDg our own It Is 
Indulged in by almost the whole male poi ulatlon from hoys of 5 or 0 to 
men of 40 Any evening of the summer one can see crowds Of twenty or thirty 
boys skirting the southern hills and kicking the stick. Practiced thus during 
eight months of the yejr they have un especial occasion when they contest for 
the championship and this is one of the great Jubilees of the tribe Although 
the women do not take rart yet they show equal Interest with the men an 1 
become as much excited. 

The time of h Iding this contest is usually In the si ring lictween the planting 
of the wleat and the corn. The Priest of tin* Bow makes six prayer plumes 
and six race-sticks. The prayer ilumes consist of small sticks with the white 
feathers from the tall of a certain species of hawk tied to one side the race- 
sticks are about the size of the middle finger The i rlest then takes these 
sticks and places them on t'fie fraiT toward tfie south and for rtnrr ifiiyor they 
remain there untouched. \t the end of this tin e he and any others who 
wish to join in the race will run out to where tie sticks have been ] laced 
and as they arrive they breathe on their ban Is and then kick the sticks home 
making a circle of 2 or S miles 

lour days later a rej resentatlve of each elan each with a picture of his clan 
painted on his back will run out In much the s uue manner By this time most 
of the people t are returned from their wheat planting and the ti Isa ne J« in 
rrder At present there are six estufas In Znfil — Ha-e-que Ila-cher ]>er que 
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t<iiK\ ho In hi lo*. a* ho think*, the spirit of the tlfc-wn, ami thank* It for being 
so gtsxl to him lie then ran* to hi* home. nml. If he flml* a woman awaiting 
him. lii ti>l* the stick to her. w lio breathes on it tw Ice. and he then doe* the s.ime. 
ltettmilng It to the woman, she pi ice* It In a basket which she has ready for U . 
and the nett day one of the racers w rajw It tip w Ith some sacred meal In n 
corn husk and ilrponlta It about 0 Inches Jk>Jow the surface of the ground In an 
ttrroyo, where It will Is* w ashed, away by the raid* Meanwhile the winner* 
hare claimed their stakes, nml. shoohl Another c*tufa have a set of men to put 
up. the winners of the first rare tuu*t compete with them until all have had a 
chance, and the great Zuiil rare* an- over for that year. 

Mrs Mntilrfu Coxe Stevenson - snys: 

There nre but two exclusively religious game* of tfkwnwe played nnnually. 
In one. member* of the kfwi'slwe (chandler* dedicated to anthropomorphic 
worship) play, and In the other the clans take part. Doth of these races nre 
for rains to water the earth that tbr crops may grow They take place some 
doj* previous to corn planting, width usually occurs from the loth to the 15th 
day of May. 

Other game* «>f tfkwnwe may occur at any lime when not forbidden by the 
ntre.it of the AliVhlwmml for rain. 

Tfkwnne nt<vof tin* Kfwi'slwe- The Ah’pPI (slifwannl (How priesthood), or 
warriors, convene nt the full moon of April nnd remain In session throughout 
the ntgbt. On the following morning they prepare tf-llkj inftwc (prayer- 
plumes). These offering* to the God* of War nre deposited nt noon the name 
day at a shrine north of I be tillage. This shrine Is on the ground supposed to 
have been ormplnl ns the home of the God* of War during their stay nt 
lttwanna (the site of the present Zuill) Theothcr prayer plumes nre made tnto 
flio 'kit ft ehl we (singular, 'kft.'tchlnf) or groups of tOHkylnftwe bound together 
nt the base. The stick* of four group* nre colored black, and nre offering* to 
the deceased members of the .\U'|d‘ , t.l*htwannl The ‘kftftchtwc nre deposited 
nt midnight on the four shies of tin- vlll-igc by such mcmliors of the Ah’pP'l Isbf- 
wunnl ns ni ly be* designated by Ur- elder brother Jlow priest, or director of the 
organization. In excavations carefully concealed by alone ledges, set In plaster, 
which extend nl«ng the exterior of houses, furnishing sent* for those who 
like to Bit out In the balmy afternoon of u New Mexican winter or to enjoy the 
cool breezes after sunset in summer time. These ledge* are Identical with 
those before many other Zufll dwellings The depositors of the plumes know 
Ju«t which slab to remote In order to have ooce*s to tlic depository The fifth 
group consist* of two ttllkylnfiwe. one of which Is doited with the various 
colors for the zenith, the other I* Mack to represent the nadir. These are 
offering* to the fhl'hlmobln, certain warrior god* of the zenith and the nadir 
This group la planted In an excavation. al*o concealed bj a slab sent, on the 
wc*t side of KfaHtfw Mil, or sacred dance plaza After the placing of the 
tfUkylnlwe the Ab'pf'I.lshfwannl continue tlielr songs nnd ceremonies in the 
ceremonial chamber until sunrise, and soon afterward the elder brother Bdw- 
prlest announce* from n house-top tint the people of the kfwi'slwe will run In 
four days 

The director of each ktwl’slna (plural Mwt'Biwe) gives formal notice to Ms 
people » and the young men who wish to take part In the nice appear at the 

• Zufit r.stoe* Atn«rlcs.o Anthropologist, o * , v 5. p *69. 1903 

• Fvery mule receive* Involuntary and voluntary Initiation Into the KUtlkTU s fraternltv 
associated with anthropomorphic worship, becoming allied with one of the air krwt’aUc 
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Tbe runners an. uctouipanicil to their b-iw t > their manager* and Ui nh 
luannl Crowd* gather Fvery man who can obtain a hor*e Is mounted. All 
is excitement the womens enthu*Ia«in belug almost equil to that of the men 
for each wife is Interested In the side her husband has cbo«cn and every maiden 
Is Interested In the side of ber favorite admirer W hite the men pit her nlmut 
the runners as they prepare for the rice and follow them the women must 
content themselves In the village The two tlkwawe designating the side* of the 
elder aud the younger God of War are made hi the PI ']3*hlnannt of the sld« 
of the second manager and are carried hv n runner of this party to the base 
where he holds the *tlcks out to tlie opposite side one ■ f the party taking the 
tfkwam. of his choice The racers do not form In regular line Each leader 
pi ices tin stick across his foot near the toes and fqrinkles it with meal tbcu 
they cry out. * SI' “ “(Ready*) Tbe stick mu«t cot be touched with the baud 
after It Is placed oo the foot It H often thrown n long distance and no matter 
where It tnav rent it must he managed with the foot There Is nothing more 
exciting to tbe Znfil except the scalp dance than this game of tlkwnnu The 
equestrians urge their pontes onward to keep pace with the racers, who run 
southward over the road of the Gods of War for a distance tin n around to tlie 
east, crossing tlie river On they go keeping to the foot hills* Pecnwslng the 
river several miles west of 7uftl they bend nround to the cast nod return by 
the southern road to tlie base when the members of the succesaful party vie 
with one another In reaching tbe great plait for he who Is first to pas* nroun I 
tbe heap of wagered articles la the hero of the hour \n they run aronnd this 
pool tbex extend their hand* toward U and bringing them to their mouths, draw 
In a breath, and pass i n to the bou*e of the manager w hence they started where 
tbe victor dejmslts the ttkwnu£ of his side In n haslet of | mver mini while nil 
present make offerings of bits of precious beads In n hasli t 

Tbe wife of the ‘thTwanni takes the band of the victor and stanling I rings 
ber clasped hand* four times before hi* mouth. Each time lie draws n breath. 
The waving of the hands four times Is repeated before each runner who draws 
ns many trratlm. 

\fter the prayers the victor empties tbe contents of the b isket which Includes 
tlie meal aul head otTcrlngs and the tfkwanf Into n com husk mil carries It to 
his home \fter esih nmner returns to his home lie drinks a quantity Of warm 
water as an emetic and when relieved he retires for the night It is not imcom 
nion for a runner to lie so affected ty the race that the manipulation* of n 
masseuse (the 7nfll are expert* in this practice) arc necessary to restore him. 
Tlie foil awing morning tlie hc-il of each runner Is wnslied In yucca su Is. nnl 
tie bathes, \ftcr tbe morning meal tbe tfkwanA of the Hder God of War Is 
deposited, with tlie conti nts of tlie corn husk rnrrled l>y tbe runntr fn in hi* 
managir* house at a shrine on Fhnnn yBl bran' (Wool mountain) while the 
tlkwan' 1 of tbe younger <>o«l of War and tbe other offering* are deposited on 
TmWA } 31 Id nr. (Corn motintnln) 

Tbe most prominent religion* [osltinn* do not delmf nien from taking jwrt In 


•There are *1* atone heaps which direct tbs ro oners la Itelr (oars These r»*n 

meets. wtlfh ars some 4 frst high If* oirpsel to fcttt Iren Bide by direction of tbe 

God« of War and are dlitloet tram I boss mat* by men and women who whirl a atone 
of bit of wood around tbe bead Is tbe left hand from Isft to rlyht. four times amt 

throw tt osar tbe shooldrr onto the heap that th* fatlroa that would otherwise ro me 

lo lbs l**1y may ts* rail Into the slone or chip The word* e> pr es s e d are “ 'll Ion ydts* 
Icht Muslim* tfaafa " <" This plate Itred. galorky he seltled") Tb»ss Booodr are 

supposed to have teen began by the Cods of War t asss rootslnln* med-rlo* of rbor 

(<»]< are belles sd la Is bo riot tonssth lbs mounds. I booth these objects are too aaefed 

lo lie romm-inly referred to. 
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Collected 1*4 the writer m 1903 The following description was 
given The game of tsi hoi ti hwi vvu, or ring ti hwi vm is placed 
b} women and Kavemashi -it the Run dance They «tart in the 



Fig «3 

Fio 912 Kicking bllletmired In e1*n race* length II lnch« ZnBI Indian*, ZoRi VswJIrxlco 
c At. no fW Brooklyn InstituM Mnworn 

Fro fix Kicking stone length 8l Inches ZaBl laditns, ZnSt, Now Me* e-> c»t no 3 Oi, Brook 
lyn Institute Museum 

FjO Wt Tossing ring lor race gnmt diameter Vloetiw ZnSl IndiAns, Zuf.i. Nw Mexico cut 
no 3TJC4. Brooklyn Institute Mmenrn 

FlQ 9l> Tossing rod lor racogsme length **| Inches ZuBi Indlsns, ZnBi N«» Mexico* c»t 
no 30T4, Brooklyn Institute Museum 

middle plaza and run «omc three hundred or four hundred vards in 

a small circuit down to the Middle of the Earth and bach to the plaza 

The clow ns use a regular kicking «tich, onlv one, and the women u«e 
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one ring. Each woman has a stick, tslam*mai. They play the game 
maybe once or twice during a summer. Its object is to cause rain. 
The game usually follows a dance, but if the cacique outers it, the 
women play the game without reference to the dance. It is some- 
times played by men alone, and sometimes for money. Dick wave 
the name of this game as ya-mu-nai tsi-ko-nai or ya-mii-nji ti-kwa- 
wai. ’ 

Additional particulars concerning this game are 
furnished by Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson in her 
paper on Zunt Games,® where she describes it 
under the name of ’sikon-y a'mune tpewane. 

Implements — Slender sticks [figme S16], the length of 
an ariow shaft, zigzagged In black, symbolic of lightning, 
a ring, about 11} Inches In diameter, composed of yucca 
rlhbons, and a tfkwaru*, or racing stick. . . . 

Tills Is a foot race run only by order of the Ah'wan tit' 
ebu (Great rather) Kfiyemsbl, and Is exclusively for 
rains A chosen number of women, each supplied with a 
stick, stand in line to the left of a number of men The 
latter are provided with a tlkwnnS, which they kick . and 
the women who plaj against the men u<e a yucca ring, 
tossing It with their sticks. Though the distance covered 
is short the latter seldom win 

Sir John T. Owens 4 described the following 
game: 

A-we-w6-po pa-ne.c — This is played by only two persons 
but each usually has several backers! and considerable 
betting Is done One place Is designated as the stone- 
home. One hundred stones are placed In n row a certain 
distance apart Each stone must be picked up and car- 
ried separately and placed not thrown. In the stone-home. 

Another point, several miles distant, Is taken, and the 
game Is for one to run to the distant spot and return, 
while the other gathers up the stones. As it Is a contest 
of speed and judgment, not chance. It becomes very 

eTCitln * „ rod. and lacking bil 

FOOTBALL let for race game, 

7 . ii fl l Indians, Zafii 

Information concerning the game of football is fr ° m 

extremely meager and unsatisfactory. The speci- 
mens commonly designated as footballs by collectors are. as a matter 
of fact, intended mostly for the game of hand-and-football or the ball 
race. 

Football is mentioned as occurring among four Algonquian tribes 
(Massachuset, Micmac, Narraganset, Powhatan), but particulars 
are given only for the Micmac. It is spoken of nteo among the 

'American Anthropologist, n s. v 5. p iOS. 1803 

•Some Oames ci the Sun! Topolar Science Monthly, v 39, p. AO. ICew \ork. ISM. 

•There Is a slight resemblance In this contest to oor sport, the potalo race 
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ll vimlot Catiwhi (with uncertainty) F«kimo, Cluikchtnsi, Topm 
agugim Vchomawi J*i«hinain, Skokomi«h, Mono, Paiute, and 
Wa4io The game was played b\ men (Micmae, Pamte) , b\ men 
and women opposed (Topmagugim), and bj men, women, and chil 
dren (F«kimo) The balls were of buckskin (Micmac, Eskimo, Topm 
agugim Achomawi, Ni'lnnam Mono, Paiute), or of stone (Chuk 
chmsi) and the goals were two sticks erect (Paiute, Topmagugim, 
hidiinam Mono) or placed slanting!* (Micmac), or lines drawn at 
the end of the course (Eskimo Chukchansi) 

In i California game (Topmagugim, Mono) the ball is kicked b> 
succe sive pi avers who are lined up along the course corresponding 
with a game in which the ball is similarly to^-ed along the course 
with curyed or spoon shaped sticks (Mono) In one game (Topm 
agugim) men and women are opposed, the men kicking the ball and 
the women tossing it with flail shaped baskets The game appears to 
be most popular among the Eskimo, with whom in one instance it is 
complicated bj the ball being whipped ns well as kicked 

\IXJON QUIAN STOCK 

Missvciirsrr Ma«.-aclm-ett« 

TTillmn "Wood* wrote 

For their sports of ictn itr they have commonly but three or four as football 
ah toting running and Bwlnuntug when the} plat countv against county there 
ore rich goal- -ill belmng with w omjtODipe-age mo whack le* beaver fcklns and 
black otter skin* It would exceed the belief of many to relite the worth 
of one goal w herefore It shall be namely s. Their goals be a mile long placed 
on the saudx. which are even os a heard their ball Is no bigger than n hand 
hill trblih sometimes they mount la the nir with their naked feet sometime* 

It is swayed I v the multitude sometimes also it Is two days beforo they get a 
goal then they mirk the ground tl ev win nod begin there the next day Itefore 
tLey come to this sport they paint themselves even as when they go to war in 
polity b | revent mi* blef because no man should know hun that moved his 
patience r icoi lent illv hurt his person taking nwnj the occasion of study 
lug revenge Before they begin their arms he disordered and hung upon some 
neighboring tree after which they mike a long scroll on the sand oier which 
they shake loving hand* ind with laughing hearts scuffle for victory While 
the men pliy the bovs [ Ipe and the women dance and slug trophies of their 
liu 1 it d« conquest* nil being done n feist summons their departure It Is 
mint delightful to see them play In smaller companies when men may view 
their swift footmanship their curious tossing* of their ball tbelr flouncing Into 
the water tlielr lubber like wrestling having no cunning at all In that kind, one 
English being il !e to licit ten Indians at football 

Mum vc Nova Scotii 

Mr ‘-tan^bury Hagai- 4 says 

Tie only other Mlcniac game I than the tow! game] of which I Imre learned 
Is t*MdiJlL <r foot ha IL The goal- were of two sticks | heed slantingly across 

* Np* inslaailt prospect j “S Load a 1034 

•SlSemsc Customs »nd Tradition*. The American Anthropologist v K p 33 ISOo 
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each other like the poles of the traditional nig warn About a score of players 
divided into two parties, faced each other at equal distances from the center of 
the field The ball was then rolled In by the umpire, and the object of the gatne 
was to kick it between the goal posts In more recent times a player may catch 
his opponent by the neck and thus hold him back until be can obtain the ball 
himself, but scalping was anciently employed as a means of disposing of an 
opponent 

Xakraoanset. Rhode Island. 

Roger Williams 8 gives pasuckquakohowauog, they meet to foot- 
ball, and says: 

They bate great meetings of foot-kail playing, only In summer, town against 
town, upon some broad sandy shore, free from stones, or upon some soft heathie 
plot, because of their naked feet, nt which they have great sinkings, but seldom 
quarrel 

Powhatan. Virginia. 

William Strachev b sajs: 

Likewise they have the exercise of football. In which they only forcibly 
encounter with the foot to eorry the ball the one from the other, and spurned It 
to the goal with a kind of dexterity and swift footmanshlp. which Is tho honour 
of It; but they never strike up one another's heels, as we do, not nceomptlng 
that praiseworthy to purchase a goal by such an advantage. 

In his vocabulary he gives: “A ball, aitowh.” 



JIB. 917. Footballs ammeters, 2| *nd 31 inches. Labrador Eskimo, Ungsvs: cst no 9001, 
90188, United Stntcs Nstionsl Mosenm 

E8KIMAUAN STOCK 

Eskimo (Laura doe). Ungava. (Cat. no. 90031, 90032, United 
States National Museum.) 

Buckskin-covered balls, one nearly spherical, 2$ inches in diameter, 
and the other rather flattened, 3J inches in diameter, both cov- 
ered with a single piece of buckskin, with a draw string, as 
shown in figure 917 ; contained in a net bag, made of knotted 
thongs, with a thong draw-string at the mouth. 

* Key Into the Language of America, tendon. 1013 

a Tho History of Travails Into \ Irfrtnln nrlUoola, p 7T Printed for 

Society, London, 1S10 
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GAMES OF THE -NORTH AMEPICAN INDIANS (> 


Collected b\ "Mr Lncien M Turner,* wlio de-cribes them as foot 
bills He says 

Football calls ont everybody from tbe aged and bent mother of a numerous 
family to the toddling youngster scarcely atle to do more thin waddle under 
tbe I urden of Ills Leary deerskin clothe* 

Eskimo (Kokscugmict) Fort Clumo Labrador (Cat no 90 °Sj 
U nited States National Museum ) 

Buckskin ball with median «eam 14 inches in diameter ind wlnp, 
con i~tmg of four loops of buckskin tied m the middle with a 
single thong attached to a short wooden handle (figure 918) 
Collect? 1 bv Mr Lucien M Turner 6 who =avs 



Figure 918 represents the football and the whip for driving it. The 

Eskimo are very fond of this game AH the people of every age from the tod 
dl tig infant to the aged female with bended back lot# to urge the at hk toftk ns 
the ball Is termed. Tbe sire of the ball varies from 3 to " inches In d ameter 
They hare not yet arrived at perfection In mating a spherical form for the 
hall lut It Is often an apple shape. It Is made by taking n piece of buckskin 
or sealskin and cutting It Into n circular form then gathering the edges and 
stuffing tbe cavity with dry moss or feathers. A circular piece of skin Is then 
inserted to fill the space wb ch is left by the incomplete gatherings. This ball 
Is very light and is driren e ther by a blow from tbe foot or else bv a whip of 
peculiar construction. This wh p consists of a handle of wood S to 12 inches 
In length- To prevent t from slipping out of the hand when the blow Is 
struck, a stout thong of sealskin is made Into tbe form of a long loop which 
Is passed over the hand and tightens around the wrist. To the farther end of 
tbe whip handle are attached a number of stout thongs of heavy sealskin. 
These thongs have their ends tied around tbe handle and thus form a number 
of loops of 1° to -’ll inches In length. Tlese are then fled together at the 

• Elbno OCT of the rn-ava Ptetrlct Hudson Bsy Territory E evrntb Annual 
of tbe Bureau of Ethnology p Coo, 1S94 

* Ibid, p 250. 
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bottom In order to give tbem greater weight when the ball is struck by them A 
lusty Eskimo will often send the ball over a hundred yards through the air 
with such force as to knock a person down. 

At Fort Chimo the game is played during the late winter afternoons when 
the temperature is 30° to 40° below zero It is exciting and vigorous play 
where a large crowd joins in the game 

Sometimes the ball Is In the form of two irregular hemispheres joined to- 
gether, making a sphere which can tie rolled only in a certain direction. It is 
very awkward and produces much confusion by its erratic course. 

Eskimo (Central). Cumberland sound, Baffin land, Franklin. 

Dr Franz Boas* says: 

Another game of ball I have seen played by men only A leather ball filled 
with hard clay is propelled with a whip the lash of which is tied up in a coll 
Every man has his whip, and is to hit the ball and so prevent his fellow-players 
from getting at It 

Eskimo (Ita). Smith sound, Greenland. 

Dr A. L. Kroelicr 6 says: 

Among amusements Is ball-playing The ball is of sealskin, and is stuffed 
with scraps of skin, so as to be hard 

Eskimo (Western). St Michael, Alaska. 

Edward William Nelson * describes the game: 

Football (I-tlg'd-miu-IiIu tint. 

The ball (OfiTcak) used in this game is made of leather, stuffed with deer 
hair or moss, and vanes In size, hut rarely exceeds 5 or 6 Inches in diameter 
The game is played by young men and children The usual season for It is at 
the end of winter or in spring I saw It played in various places from Bering 
strait to the mouth of fhe Ku«kokwIm; at Cape Darby it was played by chil- 
dren on the hard, drifted «no\v; It Is also a popular game on the lower Yukon 

Two of the participants act os leaders, one on each side choosing a player 
alternately from among those gathered until they are equally divided At a 
glien distance apart two conspicuous marks are made on the snow or ground 
which serve ns goal*.: the pH) era stand each b\ tbeir goal and the ball is tossed 
upon the ground nndwny between them . a rush is then made, each side striving 
to driTe the ball across Its adversaries' line 

Another football game is begun by the men standing In two close, parallel 
lines midway between the goals their legs and bodies forming two walls The 
ball is then thrown between them and drnen back and forth by kicks and 
blows until it passes through one of the lines . ns soon as this occurs all rush 
to drive if to one or (he other ol the geaU 

The northern lights (aurora) of winter are said by these people to be boys 
playing this game others sav It is a game being played by shades using walrus 
skulls as balls 

• The Central Eskimo Sixth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, p 570, 1888 

• Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, r 12. p 300 New Tort. 1900 

• The Eskimo olwnt Bering Strait Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Amerl 
oan Ethnology, pt 1. p 335 ISO** 
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IEOQl OIAN STOCK 

Wtandot Kansas 

Mr William F Connellev writes the antlior as follows 
They played a game of ball which they say was much like our modern foot 
ball but I never could get enough information about It to warrant me In 
describing It as In any way different from the well known game of Indian ball 

SIABlFOSkN STOCK 

CirtTKCHANSi Tabic mountain Fresno county , California 

Dr J W Hudson describes the following game under the name 
of eje ■ 

Two or more neu play on a side using a stone ball. ebe'Iel o lo] (“stone 
ball ' ) At a signal each captain kicks (foot casts) his respective ball forward 
to bis partners wbo forward it in the same manner to n goal line wex, -100 
yards distant. The one whose ball Is first over the line wins. 

O 

O 

• 

o 

oooo**«»» 

• WOMEM 

o 

o 

Flc 919 Plan of loll field TopiMgugun Indians, California from ■ *ket<-b t J- Dr J W 


MOQUELTJJfNAN STOCK 

Topin agucim Big creek 2 miles north of Croveland California 

(Field Columbian Mu«eum.) 

Cat no 70224 Buckskin covered ball, filletl with deer hair, with 
median «eam, 4£ inches in diameter 
Cat no 70°2o Buckskin covered ball filled with moss with me<lian 
seam 7 inches in diameter 

These were collected b\ Dr J W Hud-on who describes them as 
footballs 

He also describe-- the following game under the name of puskaw 
football 

The ball Is an ot late spheroid IT Inches long bv S Inches in Its shorter diam- 
eter and consists of buckskin filled with deer hair A straight level course 
of ntwut 500 yawls *s lal 1 out. at one eDd of wbicb the tn o balls are placed 
a hr ut 12 feet apart The two oi posing starters jui<hu r« slant about *i 

• Fj-t i« umt for manxanlt ■ tree and It ll probable the hall «n ooee made from this 

denre heavy timber — J W U 
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CL LIS] 

feet t>ehiua their respect U e ball*, and at the signal. “Wlsaetch!" the two 
opponents rush forward and kick their halls to their respective partners sta 
tioned nest to them on the coarse, also running after the hall to jssi>t, if 
necessary. So interference or handling of the ball is allowed The penalty is 
usually the confiscation of the stakes The number of player*, regulates the 
length of the course. Often fifty play 

Dr J. W. IIud«on describes also the following ball game, played 
between men and w omen under the name umta : 

The ball, pfi«'-pfitch fcl, consists of an oblate spheroid 4 by 7 inches in diameter, 
covered with buckskin and stuffed w 1 th deer h-nr 

The goals are two sets of ]>oIe«, 3 feet opart and 8 feet high, bent at the top 
to form an arch, and COO yards apart. The men are stationed In a line on one 
side and the women on the other | figure MO], The starters, fire men and the 
women, arranged alternately, stand in a line In the center of the field, at right 
angles to the goat course At a word, a ruin casts down the hall and each side 
tries to secure It The women must advance the ball with their hands or w itb a 
handled basket, a ma-tn. while the men can kick only, and must not throw or 
touch the ball with tbelr bands, nor ran they Interfere with their hand*. Tho 
women are rerj esjiert and throw the ball long distances. 

MIJUSAS STOCK 

Xisiiixam. Mokelnmne mer. 12 mile*, south of Placerville, Cali- 
fornia. 

Dr J. W. Hudson describe*, the following game: 

I’ils'-ko football.* — The ball, p.ts ko. is oblong, 12 inches In longest diameter, 
entered with buckskin and stuffed with deer bair. There are 
eight players to u side One hall Is u«ed. The goals consM 
of pairs of poles. 3 feet apart, at the eoda of a l.pnO-foot 
course. Rough play Is the rule. n« a player U allow cat to run 
with the ball In his bands, and Interference Is permissible. 

8AM3IIAN STOCK 

Skokomish. British Columbia. 

Mr Charles Hill-Tout * refers to a hind of football 
under the name of tequila. 

SII \ST\N STOCK 

Aciiowawt. Tint creek. California. (Cat. no. 

American Museum of Natural History.) 

Ball covered with buckskin (figure 9*20). 4 inches in diameter. Col- 
lected in 1903 by Dr Roland B. Di\on, who describe* it as a foot- 
lxill, pwatoqwaiwi. 

•The name of this game, a* alto prohablj the game, was of Ml wok Introduction — 

“Notes on the Slrqo'mtc of British Columbia Iteport of I bo Seventieth Mmlnt of the 
British Association for tho Advancement of Selene*, p 4S8. London. l*>oo 
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•illlhllONnN 8TUCK 

Mono Hooker ctm* ‘Madera countv. California. (Cat no 71440 
Field Columbian Museum ) 

Ball coicred with liucL<km filled with hair 4i inches in diameter 
Collected bf Hr J 11 Hudson who de-onlx*-. it ns u-od in a foot 
ball p*ime culled tana-iihwitohom 

Tlie atpove tail I* not tbe riel t ahajs Ii should be ot Inns 8 1 y F$ Inches 
It Is railed o-n<v«L amt Is filled with deer hair 
Two tall* are till on the starting line iimri n nn a we* Ji feet apart, 
ami at a signal each captain kirk* hi* ball to bL* partner* who forward It to 
the puil Atfiiukn Ini a hole l-etwc n a pair of stake*. fi,/t yard* dl*tant No 
Interference whatever I* permitted. 

toother football game with the same nan » ft na-xfi-kwl Jo -lo-In. I* j laved 
with one tall 7 Incites In diameter which Is drop[«ed In the center of (he field 
ami Licked or carried In alnvxt the Ktiue manner a* modern football The 
goal* are pain of upright poles. 5 feet between an I -p»l yarj, a[inrt- 

Pmitl 1‘vramul lake. Net aria (Cm no 171o Fret Muslim of 

Science and Vrt University of Penn-vltama ) 
Buck-kin-twered ball (figure *>21) T inches in diameter It was 
collected hr the writer in l'KJl through Ml** Marian Tarlor 

t -died wut-«l mo and u*ed In a fonttall game ty men. par four on a 
side The obj vt 1* to kick the ball l>etweeti two goal* tu-I I made of willow 
stick* and *onie 8 or 10 feet high. The goal* are nix ut «0 yards apart tbe 
I layer* starting In tbe center They wear only a loin 
doth. 

«I( TAN STOCK 

Cvtawba Q onth Carolina 
Mrs R F Dunlap* of Le-lie lork cottntv 
South Carolina write-- the author that the Ca 
tawba formerly placed a game of footliall which 
they called wachippti 

WtSllnyN STOCK 

Was no Caron valley and Lake Tahoe Ne- 
vada 

Dr J W Hudson de*enbe» thi- tnbe u ihg a football kawm-tl 
0 mche* in diameter and filled with the inner birk of the sagebrush 
The goal*, maw* tap. consist of two sets of poles 10 feet high and about 4 feet 
apart, at either end of tbe feld which I* about 300 feet long. Tbe game is like 
onr footbalL There are three players to a side and the ball Is cast up In tbe 
center of the field bv a captain. The game ts called pd law" va paw 

HtND-AND-FoOT BtU 

I have clarified under the name of hand and foot ball a woman’s 
game plaved with a large ball which i-> Truck down with the hand 

• la a letter September 1 I«0l 



Fio 9V- FootbalLdUm 
eter 3 Inrbe*. Panne 
Iwhan*. Vrrvli eat. 
do FLu, FiwIIwkh 
of Selene* and Art 
Cnrrer-D e of IVno- 
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and kicked back with the foot The ball is covered either vv ith buck- 
skin (Cheyenne, Eskimo, Mandan) or with bladder netted with sinew 
(GrosventreSj Crows). 

It is commonly played by one woman at a time, but among the 
Eskimo two or four play. The Cheyenne count the game with sticks, 
and their ball has a thong attached. 

The game has been found among two Algonquian tribes (Chey- 
enne, Grosventres), among the Eskimo, and among four Siouan tribes 
(Assiniboin, Crows, Mandan, Winnebago). Included in this divi- 
sion is a ball with a thong, fiom the Arapaho, which is struck only 
with the hand. 

ALGONQUIAN STOCK 


Ar vp.viio. Wind River reservation, Wyoming. (Cat. no. 30077, Free 
Museum of Science nnd Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 
Buckskin ball (figure 522), with median scam, 2} inches in diameter, 
one face marked with a cross in colored quill work, attached to a 
thong 19 inches in length. 



Fig 922 Fig 923 


Fio 922 Ball with thong, diameter, S( Inches, Arapaho Indians. Wyoming rat no 31197? Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
FlO 923 Hand and foot ball, diameter, 91 inches, Cheyenne Indisns, Montana rat no COT?*, 
Field Columbian Museum 

The end of the thong is held in the hand, nnd the ball is thrown 
up and caught. 

Collected by the writer in 1900 The name i> fcovv wha ; it is used m 
a girl’s game. 

Cheyenne. Cheyenne reservation, Montana. (Field Columbian 
' Museum.) 

Cat. no. 09978. Kicking football (figure 923). covered with buck- 
skin, irregularly elliptical, with two faces, const -ting of disks of 
buckskin sewed to a middle band 2 inches wide and painted red, 
to which is attached a buckskin thong 24 inches in length; 
diameter, 9J inches. 

Collected by Mr S. C. Simms in 1901. The thong is held in the 
hand and the ball kicked repeatedly. It is used in n woman’s game, 
24 Ern — 05 u 15 


(MMn* nr xnr south Astrnirts isihasm fcm 


7 *m 

Cat. Iio CV* 1 * 77 . Ulirk'kili tall iltltined (figury P 2 j)« with median 
w»m. i>»int«l ml, 7 | inches in diameter; ncromjnnied hy twenty 
counting sticks, willow twig*. painted ml, Sj inches in length. 
Tln*s»« werec*dlecte«l in 11*01 hy Mr H. C. Simms, who “it" the hall i* 
kickni m the nirnrul m tight on thr font, tit o njieraf mri In mg r* [‘rxtc’l 
until the jilaiir tniw*. A »ttck is given for each successful stroke. 
This is a v niuniiV game. 

Crrrirssr. Oklahoma. 

Mr 1 /mis I* Mrekir write- that girl- hick n little hall in the air, 
counting the timnlur of time- it is dune without letting lull or foot 
tnm-h the ground 
— — — Colorado 

l’rof. P. V. Ilnidtn* gite* under tall: p Im-n-si-wa-to, to play 
bull « itll the fool. 


o • o 


n» 

r»c 1 (Cl lUml so I f ■ t t«I! aiamnrr T| Im-brs. rtejrnm. IndUns V iot.ni rat rsi 
rtr 1 1 Oulaml-tan 31a— 1m 

ri.i Cl n-lUoii of playrrs to wotnm’a f «sl*U W',ai»rn Eskimo. Alaska frvra Vrbsm 

(tiai-orNTlim I ort Belknap. Montana. (Cnt.no. ,|J t , Annrican 
Miwiiiii of Natural History.) 

Hull, cmi ml with n bladder and twined with n network of miiow ; 
diameter, fi iiulus. Dc-criNd by llio collector. Dr A. Is. Kroe- 
ber. n* n fouttall 

ItMtni'AV KWH K 

I'skimo (Wr.'-niiN) st Michael, Alaska. 

Mr II IV Nel-on » de-tribes the following game* 

Womens fixithnll (Ofl kilt Oglt) this irtnie I* played by women 

usually during the full mid winter The l*sll us,sl Is generally rmtsldt rotdy 
larger than the one used In the mens game The four player* ftnnd opfsj-lte 
each ottier [figure 023] 

Cach pair has n tinll, which Is thrown or ilrlrcn back amt forth neros* the 
(sjuare The hall Is thrown upon the ground midway between the players, so 
that It shall 1-iand toward the opjsislte one Fbe strikes the hall (town and 
back toward her partner with the palm of her open hand SometlmiB the hall 

• Contribution* to the FthBogrspby amt 1 bUotogy of thr Indian Tribe* of thr Missouri 
k alley p =*>3 IMI*Jr 1 |li 1 a 1 MU 

»Thr F»klmo atioot tlrrlng Strait HRhtreofh Annual Itrport of tbs Iturean o 
can Ethnology, pt 1. P 335 1800 
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Is caught on the toe or hand and tossed up and struck or kicked back toward 
the other side The person who misses least or has fewer " dead " balls on her 
side wins. At times this game Is played only by two women. 

SIOUAN STOCK 

Assiniboix. Port Union, Montana. 

Mr Edwin T. Denig® says: 

The women play hand and foot ball 

Crows. Cron agency, Montana. (Cat. no. 154335, United States 
National Museum.) 

Football (figure 926), covered with bladder and twined with smew; 
diameter, G inches. Collected by Dr TV. J. Hoffman, who gives 
the name as buh tse. 



F-.g eat. Fig ser 


Fio 926 H»nd-aud toot bail, diameter, fl inches, Crow Indian*. Montana cat no 151711. United 
States National Museum 

Fig 927 Hand-and foot ball Man dan Indians, North' Dakota, fro m Maximilian. Prince of 
Wled 

Crow reservation, Montana. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. G9G4G. Bladder filled with antelope hair, inclosed m a net- 
work of sinew ; diameter, G J inches 

Cat. no. G0G45. Football, similar to the preceding, 8} inches jn diame- 
ter. 

Cat. no. 69647. Football, similar to the preceding, 7 inches in diame- 
ter. 

The=e specimens were collected in 1901 by Mr S. C. Simms, who 
describes them as juggling footballs, boop tc;e. used in a woman’s 
game. The object is to keep the ball in the air the longest time by 
■ kicking it or by the greatest number of kicks without a miss. 

Manoan. Fort Clark, North Dakota. 

Maximilian, Prince of TVied,* says: 

The women are expert In playing with a large leathern ball I figure 927], 
which they let fall alternately on their foot and knee, again throwing It np and 

•Unpublished tnamucrlpt In tbe library of the Bureau of American Ethnology 
•Travels In the interior of North America, traoelated by II Eraua Lloyd, p. 358, 
Loudon, 1843, > 
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catch! n; It, and thus keeping It In motion for a length of time without fitting 
It fall to the ground. Prises are given. and they orten play high. The ball Is 
often rery neat and curiously covered with dyed porcupine quills. 

Winnebago Wisconsin. 

Mr Lotus L. Meeker communicate* the following description of a 
game played by the Winnebago girl* and «ome others 

They take a light soft ball such as a stuffed stocking foot, place It on the toe 
and standing on one foot, kick it up a few Inches. Iben a« It falls they kick 
It back again, so as to send It up as often as possible without letting It fall *o 
the ground, keeping count of the number of times. When It falls to the gro md 
or when the foot Is placed on the ground the ball Is passed to another player 
The first to count 100 or nnv numlier agreed upon. win*. 

Tossed Ball 

In general the ball throughout the 'North American continent wa« 
propelled with a bat or racket and not touched with the hands. The 
following exceptional game* hare been recorded 

AEGON QUIA N STOCK 

Abnakj Quebec. 

Lafitau • says 

Their ball Is nothing but an inflated bladder which mn«t always be kept up 
In the air and which In reality is upheld a long time bT the multitude of hands 
toesing It back and forth without ceasing this forms a very pretty sight 

Miami St Joseph river, ^Michigan 

Charlevoix * ‘srrs, after describing lacrosse 

The second game Is very like this one but not so dangerous. Two boundaries 
are marked out, as In the first game and the players take up all the ground 
winch Is between them. The one who begins throws a ball up Into the air a« 
perpendicularly as possible, so that be may easily catch It again and throw It 
towards the goat All the others have their arms raided and the one who seizes 
the ball either goes through the same maneuver or throws It to one of his party 
whom he considers more alert or more skillful than himself, for In order to win 
the ball must never fall Into the hand* of the adversaries. Women play this 
game also, but rarely Thev have four or five on a side and the one who lets 
the ball fall loses 

Montmjnais Camp island*. Labrador 

George Cartwnglit c sav* 

At sunset the Indians amused themselves with placing at balL This amuse- 
ment consisted only In tossing the ball at pleasure from one to another each 
striving who should get It but I soon perceived thev were very bad catchers. 

• llMun d« S* or* ires Abo^qiIu. v 4 p. "G. r*rl*. I "I 

•Journal don dans 1 Amdrlooe Septrotrtonnaie r 3, p 319 Paris. l'4t 

• A Journal of Transactions and E rents darlne • Enid cnee of nearly Sixteen Tears on 
the Coast of Labrador v I p 23* Newark. Ito’ 
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CirotMESTiX STOCK 

Niska. Ka«s river, British Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boas® describes a game :• 

Tlet 1 a ball game — Four men stand in a square each pair, standing m 
opposite corners, throw the ball one to the other, striking it with their hands. 
Those who continue longest hare won 

• ESK1WVUAN STOCK 

EfiKuro (Central). Cumberland sound, Baffin land, Franklin. 

Dr Franz Boas 6 says : 

The boll [figure 028] Is most frequently 
used In somwer 1th made of sealskin staffed 
with moss and neatly trimmed with shin 
straps. One man throws the ball among the 
players. who«e object it is to keep it always 
in motion without allowing it to touch the 
ground 

KOLCSCIIAN STOCK 

Tun-git. Alaska. 

Dr Aurel Krause c says: 

Ball Is played by children as well ns adults. 

The young people of the village often passed 
the time In a game in which two sides placed 
themselves opposite each other and threw a 
thick leather ball back and forth, whereby 
they exerted themselves never to let it come 
to the earth 



Fic 92S Ball, Central Eskimo, Cam 
berland sound, Baffin land.Franklln, 
cat no TV A 6822, Berlin Mosenro 
fftr Yfilkerkunde, from Boas. 


MCSKJIOGEAN STOCK 


Choctaw. Jlississippi. 

Capt. Bernard Romans " says : 

The w omen also hat e a game where they take a small stick, or something else 
off the ground after having thrown up a small ball which they nre to catch 
again, having picked up the other . they are fond of It, but ashamed to be seen 
at It I believe It Is this propensity to gaming which has given these savages an 
Idea of a meura nod ftHKn shore all other nations of America 

Captain Romans * describes also a game played with a large ball of 
woolen rags, which he says the men and women play promiscuously 
with the hand only. 

• Fifth Report on the Indians of British Columbia Report of the Sixty fifth Merlin* 
of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, p 683. London, 1895 

» The Central Eskimo- Sixth Annual Report of the Berm a of Ethnology, p S?0. 18SS. 

• tile Tlinklt lodlaner. P 1C1. Jena 1SR5 

a A Concise Natural Hlatory of East and We»t Florida, v J, p SJ. New York, 17T5. 

• Ibid ?9 
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NATCHESAN STOCK 

Natchez Louisiana. 

Le Page du Pratz* wrote. 

The young people especially the girls, bare hardly any kind of diversion but 
that of the ball this consists In tossing a ball from one to the other with the 
palm of the hand, which they perform with tolerable oddress 

FCJUXAN STOCK 

NiShinam California 

Mr Stephen Powers 6 describes the following game 
The pos'kl link' um toh Loin peh' (tossing the ball) is n boys game They 
employ a round wooden ball a buckeye, or something standing nt three b-ises 
or corners and toss It around from one to the other if two of them start to 
exchange corners, and the third “ crosses out " or hlta either of them he scores 
one an 1 tiler count up to n certain number which completes the g-mie 

• XAUSIIAK STOCK 

Thompson Indians (Ntlakyapajick) British Columbia 
Mr James Tcit * says- 

The Lower Thompson had a ball game In which the bill wa« thrown up by 
one plaver The ptajer who caught It ran with It until orertaken hr another 
player who In hLs turn ran with It until a certain goal was reached. 

8IOCAN STOCK 

Assimboin Fort Union, Montana 
Mr Edwin T Demg 4 says 
Tlie women play hand ami foot ball 
Hidats\ Fort Clark, North Dakota 

Maximilian, Prince of Wied,' referring to a vj«it of this tribe at 
Fort Clark, on November 27 1833 speaks of come of the women 
*• playing with a leathern ball, which thev Qmig upon the ice, caught 
it, and then threw it into the air catching it as it fell “ 

ZUNIAN STOCK 

Zcni Zufit, New Mexico (Cat no 5000. Bcookhn Institute Mu- 

Cotton cloth -covered ball (figure 029). ovate, with median ^ un. 0 
inches in diameter. 


• IJUtoIre dr U U>ul»U«n rips Part* IK’S. 

»Tril«t or < «» fora la- ContrtliqlSooa Co North Americas Eihoolojry t 3. p. All w uh 
lorwn 1877 

' Tb» Ttiompoon Indlane of Crltlih Co'ambU. Memoir* > f <he Uurlas Mownm of 
Natural HUtorj * 2. p 279. New Torlr I0«* 

• LopoblUhed m«nn»eHpt In the lit ■raff of lk> Dtrwi of A merino Ftfcnol irj- 

• Travel! fa the lotrrlor of North A merle* train tiled t.y II Fnai Uofxi p *23, 
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This was made for the writer by Nick Graham, as a copy of a ball 
used by the clowns, or Koyemshi, in a game in the plaza at Zuiti, 
May 27. 1904, which he described as follows - 

The clowns produced a large, soft hall, and one of them made a mark 
with his foot across the middle of the plaza from north to south Sides were 
chosen, half the clowns ranging themselves on one side and half on the other. 
One side bad the ball, and one of the players on that side would run forward 
with It to the line and try to strike a player on the other, ir he bit him, the 
latter went to the striker's side, hut If he missed, the other side threw the ball. 

Mrs Matilda Coxe Stevenson* sav» under popone (wool-bag or 
ball) : 

This game is also played by the K6yein«bl and the Newekwe fraternity (luring 
the Intermission of the dances. 



T\g «a> rif m 


Flo 9i0 Ball diameter. « Inches, ZtiEl Indiana. ZoM. New Mexico- cat no. »»0, Brooklyn 
Institute Museum. 

Fto 831 Stone foot-casting ball, diameter, 4 Inches Chnkchansl Indiana. Madera county, 
California, cat no 70X11, Meld Colombian Museum 

Two sides nre formed In line, and a man runs out from one side and turns 
his back to his opponents, one of whom advances and throws a small bag filled 
with wool. If he succeeds In striking the one who lia« his back turned, the 
latter must Join the side of the one who strikes: but should the one endeavor 
iDg to strike be hit from the other side before he returns to his ranks he must 
pass to his opponent's side. 

. Foot-cast Ball 

A game of casting a heavy stone ball with the top of the foot, the 
object being to see who can throw it farthest : ob-er^ed only in 
California by Doctor linden among the tribes of two stocks (Mari- 
posau ond Moquelumnan). 

MARIPOSAX STOCK 

CnuKcnAXSi. Madera county. California. (Cat. no. 70S94. Field 
Columbian Museum.) 

Stone bill (figure 930). 4 inches in diameter. Collected by Dr J. W. 
Hudson, who describes it as u-ed in the foot-putting game. 

•Zufll Ginn American Antbropolorlit. n ■_ v 5 p. 493. 1903. 
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MOQUKI HMNAN STOCK 

An ache Big cieek north of (irmclnnd, Tuolumne count\, CtIi 
forma 

Doctor Hudson describes the following game under tho name of 
sawn puclittnn (saw a **tone puchuma to lift or cast with the top of 
the foot) 

\ IKikcd Mom. Kilt, about I Inches lu diameter Is cost with the top of the 
right foot The left foot a uM not get out of loxltion The one who can throw 
It f irti c-'t wins 

Ball Jt count 

The sport or game of throwing two or more balls into the air at 
the same time has bten Ob'-erred among the F'kimo and an adjacent 
VJgonquian tribe among the Bannock Shoshom and Ute (Sho 
shoncan) and among the Zuni There is no indication that it was 
borrowed from the whites and further m\estigation will doubtless 
result in its discovert m other parts of the continent 

VLTONQU1AN STOCK 

N tsc m ee. Ungava, Labrador 
Mr Lucien V Turner* savs 

tVhl I x\ Hiking out the girls generally toss stones or chips In the air nnd 
strive t keep it least two of them up at once The Fsklmo often practice this 
also i nd ns It appears to be a general source of amusement among the Innott, • 
I BHsjiect that the Indian borrowed it from them. 

ESRIMAUAN STOCK 

Eskimo (Central) Cumberland sound Baffin land Tranklin 
Dr Franz Boas b says 

V third game of ball called Igdlnkltaqtung Is played with small balls tossed 
op alternately from the right to the left, one always being In the air 

Eskimo (It \) Smith sound Greenland 
Dr \ L Kroeber e c avs 

The Adlet among tl em aI«o Juggle some with as many ns fire pebbles at once 
SHASTAN STOCK 

AcnoM-sw i Pit river, Cah fornm 
Dr J H Hudson describes these Indians as casting up lenticularlv 
‘•hnped stones over and over, juggling 

. Etbuotogj of tbe Cngara District, Hudson Bay Territory Eleventh Annual Report 
of the nureno of Elhnalo'7 p S'*! 1894 

♦ Tbe Central F*timo. Slith Annual Report of tbe Bureau of Ethnology p S 0 1888 

* Bulletin of tbe American Museum of Natural History * 1" p- 300 New Tort 1900 
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SIIOSIIONE IN STOCK 

Bannock. Fort Hall men atioii, Idaho. (Cat. no. 370GG, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 
Two perforated marbles collected by the writer in 1900. They are 
called marapai and are said to be used in juggling. 

Shoshoni. Wind River reservation, Wyoming. (Cat. no. 36882, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsyl- 
vania.) 

Set of three gypsum balls (figure 931), name tapa, 2 inches in diam- 
eter. 

Collected by the writer in 1900. They are used b\' women in a 
juggling game, described by Dr George A. Dorsey « as follows: 

Occasionally rounded, vater-w om stones are used Tlie Shoshoni name for 
the game Is n.1 w a tfl-pl ta-na wa ta-pi meaning to thiow with the hand The 
usual number of balls used is three, although two or four may be used. The ob- 
ject Is to keep one or more of \he balls, according to the number used, in the air 
by passing them upward fiom one bnnd to the other, and Tice versa, after the 
fashion of our well know u juggler* The balls are about nn Inch In diameter, 



Fig 911 Fig 932 


Fin 931 Joggling tails diaroetei , 2 inches, Shoehorn Indians, Wyoming, cat no 39892, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
Fia 932 Joggling tails, diameter, 11 inches, Uinta Ute Indians, White Bocks Utah cat no 
37121, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

nnd are painted according to the fancy of the owner, one of the sets collected 
hating been pmnted blue, another red, while a third set was w hite Contests of 
Skill with these balls aie decisions of considerable betting among the women, 
stakes of Importance often being wagered The usual play of the game is when 
two or mole women agiee upon some objectne point, such as a tree or tipi, to 
which they direct their steps, juggling the balls as they go The lndltiduil who 
first arrives at the goal without having dropped one of the balls, or without 
having a rulsliaji of nnj sort, is the winner of the contest All Sbo- 

shonl who weie interrogated on this point declared that the art of juggling had 
long been known bj the women, and that before the advent of the whites Into 
Wyoming contests for stake* among the women was one of their commonest 
forms of gambling This game was also olisened among the Bannocks, the 
Utes nnd the Pu lutes 

Uinta Ute. White Rocks, Utah. (Cat. no. 37121, Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania.) 

Set of three red clav balls (figure 932), inches in diameter. Used 
by women in a juggling game. Collected by the writer in 1901. 

• Journal of American Folk Lon, T 14, p. 24. Boston, 1901. 
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, ZDNXAN STOCK 

Zc\i Zuni Yew Mexico (Cat no 30$ j Brooklyn Institute Mn 
e eum.) 

Four red clat balls (figure 933), 2 inches m diameter 
Collected ui 1903 bt the writer, to whom thct were de«cnbed as 
follows 

Women make tolls of red clay ns big ns hens eggs for the boys to gamble with. 
They use two throwing them op and keeping one In the air Tbev keep count, 
an I the one who scores highest wins. The game Is called to It za lu la Bfl wal , 
the ball, toi muk kia m wnL 

Hot Bail 

Dr J W Hudson deseril hi* the follow ing game as one for training 
young men 

in old man goes out at night and takes a stone ball which he pots In the Are 
and beats very hot. lie then removes the ball from the fire and throws It as 
far as he can with wt«i« of straw l numtor of yoaths are 1 ned up on the 



Fig Kl Fig <r« 


Flo S<5t Joggling tails diameter 2 Inches ZuSl Indians. Znnl. New Mexico- cat DO. 3*5, 
Brooklyn Institute Jlnseum. 

Flo 031 Hoi ball, diameter IJ Inches. Mono Indians. Madera county CVUTandn cat no. "ICQ, 
Field Colombian Mnseum. 

alert, hea Is down, to locate where the ball strikes and at the moment It falls 
they run and try to get It. He who finds It first gets the flret honor hut he who 
brings It to the carup gets the stakes. 

3iARiro«A'. STOCK 

CnrKcniN«i Fresno countt California (Cat no. T0S93, Field 
Columbian Museum ) 

Two ‘lone balls 5 inches in diameter 

Collected by Dr J TT Hud -on who de-cribes them a» probably 
it=ed m the game of hot ball 

SHOSUOXEAN STOCK 

"Mono Hooker core Madera countt Cab forma (Cat no 71439, 

Field Columbian Museum ) 

Four «tone balls (figure 'l 34) °J to 2J inches m diameter Col 
Zected by Dr T IT Hud-on who de-enbes them as used in the 
game of hot balL 



MINOR AMUSEMENTS 


From the recorded accounts, meager as they are, it appears that the 
Indians of North America had the same lands of minor amusements 
and children’s plays as occur in other parts of the world and sur- 
vive in our own civilization. Thus, for example, Mr Nelson “ gives 
descriptions of twenty-two 6 such amusements in addition to tho=e 
of which accounts have been extracted for the present work. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey • in the same way describes forty-one such 
plays, beside those mentioned in this volume, as existing among 
the .Teton Dakota. Of these, thirty-one are readily classified ns 
imitative and dramatic, twelve 4 of these referring to war and combat, 
six* to hunting, four ' to religion, and nine* to social customs and 
domestic employments; three 6 are ring games, similar to those of 
civilization, four' are simple contests of action, and three / may be 
classified as miscellaneous. 

According to Mr Dorsey, each of these games, and of the other 
children’s games which he enumerates, has its own special season or 
seasons and is played at no other time of the year. Children of one 

•The Eskimo about Bering Strait Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, pt 1, p 337. 1893 

►Hope jumping; blind man's buff, hide and seek, tag; twin tag, ring around, tossing 
on walrus shin; tug of war. arm pulling, pole pulling, atlck raising, finger pulling, 
foot pulllDg: neck pulling, head pushing, battering ram, wrestling, knee walking, high 
jumping, horizontal jumping: hurdle Jumping; kalak racing # 

• Games of Teton Dakota Children American Anthropologist, v 4 p 329 1S91 For 
further Information about Dakota children s games see Ogalata Games by Louts L. 
Meeker. In Bulletin of Tree Bluaeum of Science and Art, v 3. p 23. Philadelphia 1901 

'Running foward one another , taking captives from one another, how they are 
brought np (follow my leader) ; hide and Beek throwing stones at one another, they 
hit one another with earth use mud with one another , throwing fire at one another . 
throwing chewed leaves into the eyes , they wound one another with a grass which has 
a long sharp beard, micbapScba wrestling they kick at one another 

• Hunting for young birds . egg bunting . trampling on the beaver . deer gome . 
gTizzly bear game . goose and her children 

f Ghost game . mystery game . pretending to die . playing doctor 

» Courting the women, going to make a grass lodge playing with small things, 

playing with large objects' they make one another carry packs, sitting on wooden 

horses; old woman and her dog; causing them to scramble for gifts, flutes 

» Howl! howl ' snatching places from one another: they do not tooch one another 

• Who shall get tberi first . hopping : jumping from a high object . they play neck 
out of Joint (tumbling, somersaults) 

1 IIoop tbat la made to roll by the wind, sport with mad horses: ball of mod made 
to float la thrown at. 
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mx seldom play with those of the other In accordance with the 
original plan I “hall di«niiv« with this mere mention the games plajetl 
without special implements. Tin re is much, howcier, in them, as 
will ns in the Indian toys and plaything that would repa} com 
pnrntiyc although our information nlioiit (hem is scant} 

Mr Dorset tht Teton um? sleds of different hinds. Among 
tli* Oglala tin boys coast down lull on a pun of wood or lurk like 
n Iwrrd stnie with a rein tied to one end, which the\ hold, standing 
erect with one foot advanced and the nin drawn tight for support.* 
1 unktou boys hmo n kind of sled hiihn knruntn, made of nb bones 
lashed together with rags (figure 1*TS) 



Ft wer lUmn »I.*1 len«ih It Inches ynnktou Dakota Indians, Fort Peck Montana rat.no. 

Will Frw Sloammof Pclenooand Art. L nlrrrritj of Frttna>lranIo 

I have classified the following nmnsements, all of which may bo 
repirikd as games of dcxtcritj, under thirteen different heads, liming 
hen restricted mi self to thost of which more than one mention occurs. 
It is difficult to decide from prestnC data whether certuin of them may 
not hnvc been borrowed from the whites Though the Indians gen 
trail} are a consirvatne people tlio\ hate at the same time high 
jowers of mimicry and imitation Of this gift the anecdotes of the 
IIopi clowns related by Mr V M Stephen in Ins unpublished inanu 
script afford many interesting illustrations 

Air Dorsey describes the skill with which Teton children make play 
things of cla}, copjing animal forms with amazing fidelit} Indian 
children in general are gnen to making pictures often painting or 
cutting them high up on the recks Ymong other amusements one 
has been noteel where they laid pebbles on the ground to form outline 
pictures of carious objects m 

• Louis L. Meeker Ogalaiu Games Bulletin of the Free Museum of Science and Art 
v 3 p 33 Philadelphia 1001 
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SlinTLTCOtK 

A game of shuttlecock, played with a wooden battledoor, is com- 
mon among the tribes on the Northwest const. The Znfu plaj with 
corn-husk shuttlecocks, stuck with feathers, batted with the hand, 
and a similar object was found in a cliff-dwelling in the Canyon de 
Chelly. Only the two forms occur, and no other distribution has 
been oWned. 


FIMAX STOCK 

PrstA. Arizona. 

The late Dr Frank Russell ■ dtscnlietl the following game: 
Kwaltn'IwIlviU — Tlio children sometime* umiM? themselves by tossing into 
the atr corncob* In « bleb from one to three feathers hare been stuck. They do 
not shoot arrows at them. 

'tlUMIlK STOCK 

Bellacoola. Dean inlet, British Columbia. 

(Cat. no. tHt, yjf., American Mu- 
seum of Natural History.) 

Battledoor, nude of tlun, unpainted boards, 

11) by 13 ) inches, and shuttlecock, con- 
sisting of a small piece of twig, stuck 
with three feathers. 

These specimens were collected by Mr 
George Hunt and Dr Franz Boas, who gave 
the names ns lactsta and koamal. 

— British Columbia. (Cnt.no. IV A G772, 

Berlin Museum fur Volkerkunde.) 

"Wooden battledoor (figure 930), made of four wooden slats lashed 
to n handle; length, 12) inches. Collected by Capt. Samuel 
Jncobsen. 

Clallam. Washington. 

A Clallam boy. John Raub, described this tribe as playing the 
wooden battledoor game like the Makah The name of the battle- 
door, lie said, was acquiaten: of the shuttlecock, sacquiah. 

Skokomish. British Columbia. 

Mr Charles Ilill-Tout b describes a game called tekwie . 

This was n kind of sbuttleeocfe and battledore, and a favourite pastime of 
the girls 

•In a memoir to be published by the Bureau of American Ethnology 
‘Note* on the SkqB'mle of British Columbia Report of the Seventieth Meeting of the 
British Association for the Advancement of Science, p 4SS, London 1900 



Pio 


Battledoor, length, 
1ZJ Inches, Bellacoola In 
dlans, British Columbia cat. 
no rv A CTT2, Berlin Mu 
senm fflr VOlfcerkunde 
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WAKA«UtN STOCK 
1 

Hr>onxAitT Vancouver inland Bnti h Columbia (Cat no IV 
\ 14*«0, Berlin Museum fur 1 « Ikerkunde ) 

Battledoor (figure 937), wooden plaque, with a handle of the same 
piece, 14 inches in length, and shuttlecock (figure 935), a twig 
tied with three feathers. Collected hr Capt Samuel Jacob-en. 
Kwahiutl. Nawiti, British Columbia 

Dr C F Ncwcombe gives the name of the battledoor of «Iats as 
qucmal and of the shuttlecock as quemlaiu The gain? is quumla. 
Two or more plav If there are man\ players, they tand in a ring 
Thej throw always to the right and in front of the bodv The one 
who la«ts longest win* 



Fig: tCH. F s 80. 

Flo RT Battledoor* length, 14 Inches; Hfiaqoliht Iod^iu, ruroarer UkdC Cblambu, 

ext. no. IT A IW, Berlin Museum fttr VQAerknnde. 

Fic SO 1 Sbnttlecoct length, S Inches Heequisht Indians, Vanccnverieland, Brt tth Colombia, 
cat. no. IV A 1IS3, Berlin llnseom far VNIerknnd*. 

Fic 933 Battledoor and ibottlococfc; diameter of battledoor 9 inches, Mafcah Indians, Wash 
ingtom cat. no 3T3S9. Free Mateam of *ctaoce and Art. TTmreraitj- of Pennsvlmnm. 

Ma kak Neah bay Washington. (Cat. no 373S9 Free Museum of 
Science and Art L Diversity of Pennsylvania.) 

Battledoor (figure 939), consisting of a thin circular board of cedar 
wood 9 inches in diameter with a wooden handle and shuttle- 
cock consisting of a branch of salmon berry wood haying c urf 
duck feathers inserted 

The=e objects were collected hr the writer in 1900 The name of 
the bat was given as klahaiac that of the shuttlecock as kokoei, 
to plav the game kl ii h at la 
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3)r George A. Dorsey * describes the game as played equally by 
Irovs and girls under tho name of tliahatln; the bat he gives as tla- 
hayak. 


Niwkisii. Nimkish river, British Columbia. (Cat. no. Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History.) 

Battlcdoor (figure 940). consisting of eight strips of cedar wood 
la«lied with cedar bark to two sticks on cither side to form a rec- 
tangle 9} by 10} inches, with a ccdar-wood handle in the center, 
17 inches long. Collected by I)r Franz Boas in 1900. 
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OriTCHLS \ht. Vancouver inland, 
British Columbia. 
(Cat. no. IV A 7110, 
Berlin Museum fur 
Volkerkunde.) 

Wooden battledoor (figure 941), 
a round plaque of wood 
with a handle of the Mime 
piece, 12 inches in length. 

The collector. Capt. Samuel 
Jacobsen, gites the name as 
eulzatsek, that of the .shuttle- 
cock a9 tklapnek. 



Fig WH Fl « 041 

Fia (HO Battledoor; length, lllnches, Nlraktsb Indians. British Columbia, cat no 1 AV 1 Amer- 
ican Museum of Hatural History ’ 

Fla Ml Battledoor; length. 12 Inches Opitcbewbt Indians, Vancouver island. British Colom- 
bia eat no. IV A 7113. Berlin Jlnseum fttr VOllerkoode 


ZCSlAN STOCK 

Zdni. Zuiii, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 1630C, Tree Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Shuttlecocks (figure 942), square thick bundles of com liuslf, tied 
around at the top, and having four feathers inserted; height, 
from 5 to 7 inches. Made by Sir Cushing in 1893. 

• Games of the Makah Indians of Xeuh Bay The American Antiquarian, v 23. p 71. 10OI. 
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Mr John G Owens* de^criljes the gime as follows 
r»-kf-<iii — This Rime somewhat similar to our jujulnr game called Imttte- 

«Ix>r anil shuttlecock Green corn husks are wran>ed Into a Hat mass about 2 
inches square and on one sldi are j Heed two feathers upright thin using this 
ns a shuttlecock and the Inn I lira battled *>r, they try hoxr many times they can 
I nock It Into the air* Some become \cry skillful In this nn I ns they return the 
Shuttlecock to the nlr the} nuut nloud in their own I manage — T <-pa ijull-f h 
a wc-tn *ip-tl etc. Tlie striking re-cn 1 1 inec to our I nropean game suggest* i 
is mini'll origin nt l It uiav easily hate Ins u Introduced through contact with the 
*»I anlards. This Ik net ft is <1 ubtful and I am Imllned to think tint we 
must giro the Indlnu the credit of Inventing this game rather tl an borrowing It, 
us slmll.irlt} of | roduct Is no means proves Identltj of origin 



FIR W3 Fig ML 


Flo Mi Shuttlecocks bright, 5 to 7 Inches, Za2i Indiana. Zual J»ew Mexico cat no IKtK, 
Free Mnaeum of V enceaod Art, Cnieets ty of Petioflj-lran ». 

Fig M3 Shuttlecocks height, S Inches Zufit lad an*, ZnZi hew Mexico cat no. 3«T SMS, 
Brooklyn Inst tnto Museum 

2dm Zuiu New Mexico (Cat no 30S7, 3083 Brooklyn Institute 
Museum ) 

Two delicate packets of wo\eu com husk (figure 043) stuck with 
down feathers 8 inches tn height 

Collected b\ the writer in 1*K)3 The name was given to him as 
pokianawai 

Mrs Matilda Cose Stevenson describes this game under the name of 
po kinanme (plural poknnnawe) the implements being made of 
com husks neatly interlaced forming a square of about an inch and 
a half, with two delicate feathers projecting fioin the centei She 
sa\s 6 

R > named because the sound produce*! !>j tlie shuttlecock coming In con 
tact with tbe palm of the hand Is similar to the no so of the tread of a Jack, rab- 
ttt upon frozen snow Tbe gnn e is plajed a« fre*iuently hv the younger l<ovs as 
bv tbe r elders and always for stakes. 

• Some l amrs of the ZuDi Popular Science Monthly t 30 p SO New York, lOOt, 
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One bets that he can toss the shuttlecock a given Dumber of times. While ten 
is the number specially associated with the game, the wagers are often made 
for twenty, fifty, and sometimes a hundred throws. In case of failure the other 
player tries his skill, each party alternating In the game until one or the other 
tosses the shuttlecock (only one hand being used) the gireu number of times 
which entitles him to the game. , 

The Zufii claim that this game originated with them. 


Tipi at 

The game of tipcat, played with a small billet, usually pointed, 
which is struck with a club, appears to be known in America, at least 
to certain tribes. Hennepin’s account seems to refer to it, and the 
cat made by Hr Cushing is similar to tho-e used by boys in our streets. 
The Zufii game is peculiar in the ball tied to a stick which is used to 
bit the billet. 

IROQCOI \n stock 

Hr ron\ Ontario. 

Father Louis Hennepin • says : 

The children play with bows and witli two sticks, one large and one small 
They hold the little one In the left and the larger one In the right hand : then 
with the larger they make the smaller one fij up in the air, and another run-< 
after it and throws it at the one who spruug it This game re-einblw that of 
children in Europe 

6IOUAN STOCK 

Dakota (Teton). South Dakota. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey * describes the game under the name ichap-d 
cchunpi, making the wood jump by hitting it : 

When the boys play this game an Imaginary stream 1* marked off on the 
ground, and the plajers stand on Imaginary Ice near the shore They take turns 
at knocking at a piece of wood. In order to semi It up Into the air He who 
falls to send up the piece of wood lo*es bis stakes, and lie w ho succeeds wills the 
stakes 

7TJMVN STOCK 

ZrSi. Zufii, Xew Mexico. (Cat. no. 1G309. Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Small double-pointed billet (figure 014). 2} inches in length, with 
a bat, consisting of a small bag-shaped buckskin ball (figure 
045), attached to the end of a handle made of a small twig. 
19 inches in length — a model made by Mr Cushing, who de-cribe-, 
it as known in Zufii as the jumping-toad game. 

•A Pwrlptlon of l»olslBn«, p. 303. torlc isso 

*0»tUM of Telon IlokoU-Chlldmi The Atorrfcan Vottiropotoslit. V ■» P- 811 1«9t 
21 mi — OS M 10 
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Qcoits 

Tlie following pune*> are akin to our game of quoits but they do 
not appear to have nm thing in common with it apart from a general 
re?emblance. At the same time it is not unlikely that the game 
played with stone® bv the Tarahumare, Mohave, and Znni may have 
been borrowed from the Spaniard* The last named play with iron 
di«ks, nnueHa Tlie Znui regard their game a» Mexican I haie 
here incorporated a 'savaho game like ring toss, which may have had 
likewise a foreign ongm 



FIO.M* Tl pent (model) length tj Inches. ZuEl Indiana, Zn&l. Kew 5l«lw eat do IS3CR, Fr«* 
Museum of Sctenre and Art. University of Peonsylr»oU 
Fio Sis R*t for t pc*t {model) length IS Inches; Znui Indura. Znfii. Sew Mexico cot do. 

183 0, Free Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylrsnls. 

Fio »«. R og tor gmme Ammeter 41 l»ebe«: XivahoIoAxaft. Arfams est. no. X3±, Brooklyn 
Institute Mnsenm 

ILfO'QniS STOCK 

Micmac. Nova Scotia 
Dr A. S Gatschet writes • 

They have also the quoit came and play It aa Americans do eahaleNvit. be 
plays the quoit game nln subale w[ I play at quoits subale* ndl the dl“k 
shaped stone quoit. 

ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Naaaho Chin Lee, \nzona. (Cat. no 3632, Brooklyn Institute 
Museum ) 

\ucca wrapped nng (figure 916), 4-J inches in diameter half its 
diameter painted white. 

Collected bv the writer in 1903 Two common sticks about a foot 
hish, are *=et up as pegs about as far apart as one can pitch, and if the 
ring falls *o that its green edge touches the peg it counts twice as 
mnch as the white When it fait, on the peg the game is won Tlie 
nng is called ba> nng 

* Prom BxddKk Sots Scotia. August £8, ISM 
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ESKIMAtJAN STOCK 

Eskimo (Western). Liesnoi island, Alaska. ( Cat no. 9043G, United 
x States National Museum.) 

Eleven flat polished ivory disks (figure 947), If inches in diameter 
and one- fourth of an inch thick. Five have a single comma- 
shaped hole in the middle, and five three holes in a line across 
the piece. The eleventh piece appears to belong to another set. 
Collected by \V. J. Fi«her, Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

Tliis appears to be the game observed by Mr Iven Petroff a among 
the Ivaviagmiut: 

The Kanlags were Inveterate gamblers. They frequently lost all their pos- 
sessions lu a game they called “ kngauasah,” which was played ns follows Two 
seal-skins were spread out at a distance of 8 or 10 feet from each other, and a 
flat, round piece of bone, about the size of a silver eagle was deposited upon 
each, the edge of the disk being marked with four black dots. The players, 
whose number was never more than four, but generally two, divided Into two 



Fic 847 Ivory gaming disks; diameter, 1| inches, Western Eskimo, Alaska cat no 80438, 
> United States National Unseam. 

parties, and each put up some article of value Each gambler had five wooden 
disks, and these he threw from the edge of one skin to the other, trying to cover 
the bone disk. When nil the disks had been thrown, the players examined their 
relative positions If the bone disk had been covered, the lucky thrower received 
from his opponent three bone Btlcks, or marks ; but If he had covered only one of 
the black dots of the disk he received two marks, and the wooden disk which had 
fallen nearest to the bone procured for the thrower one mark, and the marks 
were subsequently redeemed with valuables. 

Kodiak island, Alaska. 

Capt. Uriy Lissianslcy * says : 

The Cadlack men nre so fond of gaming that they often lose everything they 
possess at play. They have a very favorite game called kroogekl Pour or 
more men play at It ; that is, two against two, or three against three Two 
skins are spread on the ground, at the distance of about 12 feet from each other. 
On each skin is placed a round flat mark made of bone, about 4} Inches in 
circumference, with a black circle and center marked on It. Every player has 
five wooden pieces, like what are called men In the game of draughts or back- 
gammon, and distinguished In the same manner by color. The players kneel, 
and, stretching themselves forward, lean on the left hand, throwing tb“ 

‘Tenth Census Repo ft on (he Population, Industries, and Resources of Alaska, p 143. 
Washington. 1884. 

‘A Voyage round the World, p 210, London. 1814 
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“ heads or tails " and tossed up. Tlie plajer who wins the toss plays first Each 
has three stones, which are thrown toward a hole io the ground, perhaps 20 
yards off. One of each party throws first, then goes to the hole and looks at It, 
while the other players make their throws The stone falling nearest to the 
hole counts 1 point . if it falls into the hole, it counts 4 , if the stone of the 
second player falls on top of the first stone in the hole. It “ kills "’the first stone. 
The game Is out at 12 To measure distances, they break off small sticks 
Lookers-ou may stand around and bet w Inch of the players will win 

SKITTAGETAX STOCK 

Haida (Kaigakx). Prince of Wales island, Alaska. 

Dr C. F. Newcombe describes tlie following game: 

A narrow stone about a foot in length Is erected at some 20 feet from a base, 
and any number of players, from two to sis. try to knock it down, each with a 
round boll like stone Tic who first scores ten knockdowns wins This game 
is called q'asqCdE'idfifi. 



Fl<~, WO Stones for Hurts, lengths, 4| and S Inches, Kwafclutl Indians, Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, cat.no 3T00G, Free Museum of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

WAKASITAN STOCK 

Kwakiutl. Nawiti, Vancouver island, British Columbia. (Cat. 

no. 37906, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of 
Pennsylvania.) 

Two ovate pieces of worked lava, and 5 inches in length (figure 
949). 

They were collected by Dr C. F. New combe, who describes them as 
used in the game of lukia, played by boys : 

Played with oblong stones having one end slightly thin, so as to remain where 
they fall when thrown, and two mark sticks or goals The players, from two to 
twelve, equally divided on two sides, each have one stone, except the last, who 
has two. Each side begins iff turn and plays alternately Tbe object is to get 
nearest tbe mark, and it Is allowable to drive an opponent’s stone by striking it 
with one’s own. That side wins which first scores 10 nearest. 
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TTMAN KTOCK 

Mtw«» Colorado mor Arironn 
Capt .John G IJnurki * ‘■ns 

n»n tiny wne passed In I * kins In ni*>n the Mojire lirlnj; rinse to the fort nn ’ 
noting nlint was of ni tat I nit rest They were nearly nil engaged In j laying 
"slittiuy or quoits.” Tie quoits wire two rtucul lint Manes 4 Inches dlnnte- 
ter tie *!«!< which null first thnw then* N th Into the hole M | ices away 
won tie game 

71 MW STIM.K 

Zt m Ztifii, New Mexico (Cal no 1034-1, 1031% Tree Muslim of 
fccienci nnd Vrt, (Jnnrrsih of Pcnn^hanm ) 

Thin disks of «5 HmMoik, from 2J to 3 inches in diamrtir, n piece of 
corncob, and two Mhcr buttons (figure OTO) , implements for 
a game likt quoits reproduced b\ Mr I rank Hamilton Cu lung 
in 1893 


Flo *» Blandlntf-cob game Zntl Indian*. ZnM, Now ilnleo eat no I KUt I rwi Free 3fo 
w am ot Felenceanl Art University et PenmylrsnUi 

The corncob is set on a sandstone disk with a smaller disk on 
top of it, the silter buttons, which nro used as stakes, being put on the 
upper disk The phuers throw at this target with other disks of 
sandstone The game was described bj Mr Cushing under tbo name 
of the standing cob game 

Mr John G Owens 6 describes this game as follows 

Tlim hi 1 1 wl — This game Is usually played In the spring nn 1 rcserabhs 
somewhat our gan e of quoits In place of tl e or Unary quoit flics use flat 
stones \n> number may take part A small atone or even a corn cols Is set op 
and on this each places his stake To determine which shall j Itch first they nil 
throw for some distant point He who con es nearest to the mar) chosen pitches 
first nnd each one follows according to his throw then the game begins The 
distance pitched is nearly 100 feet The olject Is to knock oi er the stake or 
pool If the pool is knocl ed o\er an 1 tl e stone pitched goes beyond It It counts 
i othlDg If Just even with It the one who pitched has another chance If It 
ten aliis behind he tal cs e\ errtblng and all |ut up again Tin.' count It great 
sport and some become rery skillful In pitching 

•Notes on the Cosmogony and lleogony of the Mojave Indians Jo rnal of Imerkao 
Folk Lore y ■> p. 171 1889 

» Some Games ot the ZuM Popular Science Monthly t 39 p 40 New York 189L 
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ZrSi. Zufii, New Mexico. (Brooklyn Institute Museum.) 

Cat. no. 3010. Two stone disks, 4} and 5 inches m diameter, one a 
broken upper stone for the metate (figure 951). 

Cat. no. 3097. Flat stone disk. 4 inches in diameter; one side flat, 
the opposite side convex and marked with incised lines, as shown 
in figure 952. 



Fig Ml Fig 053 


Fio *»51 Stone quoits, diameters, 4i and 5 Inches Zuni Indians, ZnEl, New Mexico, cat no 
80P6, Brooklyn Institute Museum 

Flo M3 Stone quoit, diameter, 4 Inches Zufll Indians, ZuEi, New Mexico, cat no 3097, Brook 
lyn Institute Museum. 

The specimens just described were collected by the writer in 1903. 
The stones are called tankalanai. It is a winter game for men and 
boys. Each one has a quoit. They set a corncob up on the ground 
and put the stakes — turquoises, silver beads or buttons, or money — on 
top of the cob and throw at it in turn. The first player throws his 
stone from the cob at some distant mark, about ns far as he can. The 
players then stand at this point and throw at the cob until one of them 
knocks it down. Then the one whose quoit fell nearest to the stakes 
(not the cob) wins all. After a player throws he draws a ring around 
his stone to mark where it fell when he takes it up to throw again. A 
stone, a chip, or any convenient object is put on the cob to lay the 
stakes on. 

Cat. no. 3098. Sandstone disk (figure 953), 3$ inches in diameter, 
with a cross incised on one face and on the other the face of the 
sun. 



Fio 933. Sun quoit; diameter, 34 Inches, ZuBi Indians, Zuni, New Mexico, cat no 3093. Brook 
, tyn institute Museum 

It was presented to the writer by Zam Dick in 1903. He gave the 
name as tankalana yettokia, and said it was anciently used on Corn 
mountain by the Sun priest. 

Mrs Matilda Cose Stevenson, in her paper on Zuni Games,® states 
that the Zuni assert that this game came from Mexico. 


erlcen Anthropologist, n * . v 5, p 496, 1903 
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i 'TII\r IlllfiWINU 

V pimeof throwing ►tones nt n murk is reported from two tribes 

"IIIHKlNrtN HtlKK 

JUnnook I{os*fork Idaho (Cot no 370''* Iroc Museum of 
s »eicna and Vrt Umnoitt of Ptmrwltama ) 

‘'tom bill (fi,niri !>■»!) pitted with a hammtr 
*>toin ami ]k rfull) ••pliericnl, d inmeter, 2J 

1114 IlCN 

Collectnl In tht wnt«r in l f KX) 

11k iinmt guen was tin Inn ter-nw a ko and 
it was (Icsntml is u«ed in a pme of throwing 
nt n mark, the plnur** 1* tting winch would come 
nearest 

TtNOtN STOCK 

Thu Santa Clan New Mexico 
Mr T ** Do/ier* writes 

rt» ttl Tew i wuic of kouwasll tin* nlmrwt jwwksI 
Into itlxim Ollr two 4>r three tin e* lire I *«s*n It 
plnj«sl It ronslatrt In Unwins a ktu-e (stone) at n tiwt with at* ut the 
sni e nils a* are oWrrisl In tl< arrow enme H wn t layist Jo«t after that 
p»tue the sutne of sunrbtai at t tl nt of tojn tnVIOR lla plsci now 

‘sm rnrnmim 

V pi me played on the ice by women like shufllcbonrd has been 
ob«cned nmon r r tht Dakota hour accounts arc recorded 

tut l AN STOCK 

Yssimbojn Tort Union Montana 
Mr r tin in T Doing* sns that tlie women play billiard- with flat 
'tones on the ice 

Dvhotv (Teton) Pine Ridge reservation South Dakota 
T>r 3 Tl TV alter' - describes the (fame of wo'l ate icislolie plated 
b\ women on the ice with a tonelrtll tap man and wooden it limit r 
cannubi calling it the game of IkiwIs. 

Dakota (Tankton) Tort Peck Montana (Cat no 37<T1, Free 
Museum of Science and Vrt University of Pennsvhmia ) 
Two 'mall wooden cylinder* (figure 9 oj), 1J inches in diameter and I| 
inches in length and n flat oval «tone about 3 inches m diameter 

■ Some Trwa Games Unpublished mamierript lo Ihe Barean of American Elbnologj 
* Cnpublla) ed manuscript Is tbe library of the Bureau of American Ethnology 
'Journal of American Folk Lore r 19 p "0 100o 



Flu tot si< on latl nan! 
to throw at a mark 
<llam ter *i Inrhea 
Bannock In tlnoo, Kc*»- 
fork Idaho- rat n 
TWO, Frr* Jlwnm of 
Sd»nro and Art Lnl 
»er*lty of Prnnayl 
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The latter is marked on one side in ink with eyes and mouth 
simulating: a human face. An iron ball, about three-fourths of 
an inch in diameter, accompanies these specimens. 

These objects were collected by the writer m 1900. They were 
made by Black Chicken. The game, umpapi. is played on the ice 
exclusively by women. The 
cylinders are sot up and struck 
with the stone, lhe, or with the 
bullet, which is shoved with 
the hand. 

Hidvtsa. Fort Atkinson, North 
Dakota. 

Henry A. Boiler * says: 

The mania for gotulillng wj« by 
no means confined to the men The 
women and young girls were equally Imbued with it. and. sitting down on a 
smooth place on the Ice, they would roll a pebble from one to the other for 
hours together. Tonng Infanta were often Kept on the Ice nil the while, their 
mothers, or those who had them in charge, being too much engrossed with their 
play to pay them any attention 



Pic 163. Implements for umpapi length of cyl- 
inders, li inches, Yankton Dakota Indians, 
Fort Peck, Montana, cat no 37611, Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of 
Pennsylvania 


Jac k straw s 

The game of jackstraws would seem a natural and logical develop- 
ment from the game of stick-counting. The only intimations the 
writer lias had of it in America are among the Eskimo and the Haida. 
The first of the two games described by Mr Nelson is somewhat like 
our game of jnckstones; the second is identical with our jackstraws. 

ESK1MAUAX STOCK 

Eskimo (Western). St Michael, Alaska. (Cat. no. 178970. United 
States National Museum.) 

Bundle of 109 small squared pine 
splints (figure 956). 41 inches in 
length. 

Collected by Mr E. W. Nelson, who 
describes the game played with them 
as follows ■ 6 

A bundle of from 30 to 75 small, squared, 
wooden splmts. about 4 inches long and a 
little larger than a match, are placed In a small pile crosswise on the back of 
the player's outstretched right hand. The player then removes his hand quickly 
and tries to gra'P the falling sticks between bis thumb and fingers, still keeping 

• Among the Indians Eight years In the Far West 183S-1S66, p 197, Philadelphia, 
1863 

*Tbe Eskimo about Bering Strait Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bnrean of Amer 
lean Ethnology, pt. 1, p. 332, 1S99 
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tbe r aim downward. If one or more of tbe sticks fall to tbe ground It N a miss 
and tbe next phyer tries. Every time a pliyer succeeds in catching all of the 
filling sticks he lays aside one of them as i counter until all are gone when 
each player counts up and the one holding the greatest number is the winner 
The«e squared splints nre similar to those used ns markers In the first game 
described to game of dart throw Ing see pige 3S7J Small stakes are sometimes 
plajed for In this gome its In tbe first. 

The bunch of slender splints already descnla-d are also used to play a game 
exactly like Jackstraws The placer grasps tl e bunch of sticks between the 
thumb and forefinger of the right hand, resting one end upon the floor then he 
sudden! v releases them and tliey fall In a small heap The players have a 
small wooden hook and each In succession remotes as manj of the sticks as he 
can without moving any but the one taken Each plajer keeps those he suc- 
ceeds hi reuiorfng and the one holding tbe largest number at the end is the 
winner Both men and women jlaj this game bub usually not together 

8KITTACETVN STOCK 

1 1 Aim Prince of Wales island, Alaska 

Dr C r Newcombe sits these Indians have the cheese straw game 
(jackstraws) which the\ call hlkctosgan and plat preci=eh like the 
European game ^ 

Sit INC 

Onlt four notices of the swing occur one of which appears to 
refei to a late and civilized form 

VLGONQPIAN STOCK 

Abapauo Wy oming 

Dr A L. Kroeber" relates a flood myth in which Crow woman the 
wife of a man urges a girl named Riter woman, whom her husband 
lias taken as a new wife to go with her to a swing which she had hung 
on a tree that leaned over a pool in the river After refusing three 
times the girl went and swung when th® rope broke and she fell into 
the pool and was drowned 


CADOOtN STOCK 

Pawnef (Skidi) Oklahoma 

Ten Vne story ui GuyiAe a lAnaften” Vnr George A iV/r^rs # 
refers to the girl who hid the power of attracting buffalo through 
being swung by her brother* 1 e 
Wiciiita Oklahoma 

Dr klbert S Gatschet communicated to me the following name for 
the swing of children neeniku'y assa«h 

•Tradition* of the Arspabo p II Chlrago. 1903 
» Traditions of the Skidi 1 awnre p °nl Boston *nd New Tort ISM 
The same* story Is found among tbe Caddo Traditions of the Caddo p 51, Washing 
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SIOrAX STOCK 

Dakota (Tetox). South Dakota. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey • describes the following game, as played by 
girls and boys: 

IIGhotela, Swinging. Is nn autumnal game The swing is attached to a lean- 
ing tree after the leaves have fallen 1\ ben four ropes are used, a blanket is 
laid on them, and several Children sit on the blanket and are pushed forward 
Those who push say *' Ilohote, liobote! Ilobotela. hohotela ' " as long as they 
push them. When two ropes are used only one child at a time sits in the swing 


Stilts 

Our information about the use of stilts is extremely meager, the 
name from the Wichita and two recent specimens, hoys 1 playthings, 
from Shoshonean tnbes, being practically all. They 
are mentioned as existing among the Maya by Bishop 
Landa, 6 who refers to a dance on high stilts in honor 
of the bird deity Yaccocalimut. 

This description was suggested to me by Dr Ed- 
uard Seler to explain the picture of a figure on what 
appears to be stilts, that occurs in plate xxi of the 
Troano Codex (figure 957). 

A clue to the origin of these implements may be 
found in the employment of planting sticks as stilts 
by boys in Zufii. 

CADdOlK STOCK 

Wichita. Oklahoma. 

Dr Albert S. Gatschet communicated to me the fol- 
low ing name for stilts among terms for outdoor in g ,' f)i MayTio- 
games from the Wichita language collected in 1892: ] TncataD 

Halt i'arits, stilts, walking wood dsi Troano 

SHOSHOXEAV STOCK 

Hopi. Oraibi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 38703, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Pair of stilts (figure 958), hokia, two cottonwood poles, 54} inches 
in length, with a crotch wrapped with colored rags. 

Collected by the writer in 1901. They are used by boys. 

* Games of Teton Dakota Children Tbe American Anthropologist, r 4, p. 329, 1891. 

* Relation des Cboaes de Yucatan, p 223, Tarls, 1S64 
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Tops 

The top is one of the most widely diffused of Indian children’s 
playthings. The assertion has. been made that it is of recent intro- 
duction, but its general use, taken in connection with its existence in 
prehistoric times in Pern, would seem to point to its having been 
known before the period of contact with the whites. 

The most usual form is the whip top, made of wood, horn, stone, or 
day, and sometimes painted in colors. Spinning tops is a winter 
game and is commonly played on the ice. Tops consisting of disks 
of wood, bone, or ivory, with wooden or bone spindles, also occur. 
On the Northwest const a pierced slat is sometimes used to hold the 
top while the string is being un« ound. The strings are of sinew or 
bark cord. 

Top spinning occurs as a game among the Eskimo, the player 
endeavoring to run round the house while his top is spinning. 
The Niska try to see who can keep Ins top spin- 
ning longest. Among the Oglala the player tries 
to whip and hold his top in a square. Some of 
the wooden peg tops of the Pueblos have a hole 
in the side to make them hum when they spin. 

Of all forms, these peg tops seem most likely to 
be of European introduction. The spindle and 
cord tops seem to be related in form and mech- 
anism to the spindle employed in wcavmg, and 
the whip top appears to be analogous to the 
whipped ball, but this remains mere conjecture. 

ALGOJJQUIAN STOCK 

Arapaho. Wind Biver reservation, Wyoming. 

(Cat.no. 3G980, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Wooden whip top (figure 961^; height, 3£ inches. Collected by 
the writer in 1900. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation, Oklahoma. 

Mr James Mooney ° says - 

Tops are used by all Indian boys, and are made of wood or bone. They are 
not thrown or spun with a string, but are kept in motion by whipping with a 
small qmrt or whip of buckskin In winter they are spun upon the ice. The 
younger children make tops to twirl with the fingers by running a stick through 
a small seed berry 

•The Ghost-a3Dce Religion Fourteenth Annual Report ©t the Bureau ©{ Ethnology, 
pt. 2, p 1006, 1806. 



Fio 961 Whip top. 
height. inches, Arap- 
aho Indians, Wind 
River reservation, Wy 
oming, cat no 3G9SO 
Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of 
Pennsylvania 
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Blackfeet Montana (Cat no 1G190 I- leld Columbian Museum ) 
Two pieces of wood re-cmbling whip tops (figure 9G2) Collected 
br I M McLean 

Ciietenne. Oklahoma 
Mr Louis I* 'Meeker* writes 

They have al«o whip top* (tie -dolil yon" h<I*t, or whirling game) They 
arc t Jnycd tn winter \\ ben the Ice In-ik* nj In tbe spring tbcv ire thrown 
Into the water n* It ri«e* with the Imple- 
n ents for the other winter games', and car 
rfeil nwny Playing winter games In mtu 
dpt la popularly supposed to nake hairs 
grow on the tody where tweezers will be 
required to remove them — n nursery tale 
Cmi raw \ Vpostle islands, Wi«con 

J G Ivohl k savs 

The Indian boys manage to make tops 
ont of a corns and nuts as cleverly as oar 
toys do They also collect tlie oval stone* which are fonnd on the banks of 
the river* and lakes and use them on the Ice In winter Itarefooted and active 
they run over the Ice and drive the stone* against each other with whips and 
sticks. Tbe stone that upsets the other Is the victor 

— Michigan 

Baraga * cites the following definitions 

Top (boy a plaything) towtigan I ilay with a top nln towGIge 

Cree. Edmonton \Jberta (Cat no 15070 Field Columbian Mu 
eeum.) 

Wooden whip top and whip (figure %3) Collected bv I=aac Cowie 



xrv* — 

Flo 863. Whip top and whip height of top ?t inches, length of whip, laches; Cree Indians, 
Alberta cat. no 13T^ Field Colombian Hwam. 

Grosvextkes Fort Belknap Montana (American Museum of 
Natural History ) 

Cat no tHt Top of solid black horn (figure 964) 2f inches in 
length accompanied by a whip with four buckskin lashes, and 
a wooden handle painted red 13 inches in length 

* Notes on Cheyenne Indian Games communicated to the Barren of American Ethnology 
*K!tchl-Gaml Wanderings round Lake *operior p. St London 1S60 
A Dictionary of the Otchlpwe Language Cincinnati 18o3 
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Cat. no. t!?s* Top, a disk of wood (figure 965), 4 indie* in diam- 
eter, painted red, with wooden spindle 7 inches in length. 

Both of the above were collected by Dr A. L. Ivroeber in 1901. 


JfonHiDOEwocK. Norridgewock, Maine. 

Basies fl gives the following definitions : 

P4b£sk8mangan, toupie sur la glace, &c., sar la terre, anpSdangan. 



Flo. 964. Whip top and whip, height of top. 2} inches, Orosrentre Indiana, Montana, cat no 
American Moseum of Natural History 

Flo 865 Top diameter, 4 Inches, Groa ventre Indians. Montana, cat no American Museum 
of Natural History. 

Flo 966 Whip top and whip diameter of top, 1| inches. Sank and Fox Indians, Iowa, cat 
no. American Slnsoom of Natural History 

Sauk and Foxes. Iowa. (Cat. no. yff*, American Museum of Nat- 
ural History.) 

Ovate ball of stone (figure 9C6), If inches in diameter, with a whip 
made of a peeled stick, 21 inches long, having two leather lashes. 
Collected by Dr William Jones, who describes them as whip top 
and whip, played on the ice. The top is called nimitcihi, dancer. 

• A Dictionary of the Abnakl Language In North America Memoirs of the American 
Academy of Science and Arts, n a . r. I, Cambridge, 1833. 
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CHIUMES1AN STOCK 


I\isk \ Nsss m er, British Columbia 

Dr Tranz Boas • describes a top n-> follows 

tlalhal spinning top made ot tie top of a hemlock tree l cylinder 3j 
la diameter and 3 high is cut ft slit Is made on one side nnd It is hollowed 
out V ptii 2} long and 1 thick Is it sertel Ii tl e oei ter or the top \ small 
board with a wide hole through which a string of skin or of hear guts passes Is 
used for winding up the to| It Is spun on the Ice of the river The board Is 
held In the left lianl nnd Btemiued lgulnst the foot Then the string Is jnllel 
thiough the hole with the right Several uieu begin ej inning at n signal Tbe 
one whose top spins the longest wins 




Fig 111 Pig 96S 

Fio Vf~ Top diameter 3 Inches Ts mahian Indian* Hazelton BntUli Columbia cat.no Mils, 
Field Columbian Museum 

Fio BfiS Top he ght, 3) inches Central Eskimo Cumberland sonnd Baffin land Franklin 
cat no ,{!, American Museum of Natural History 




Tsimshian Hazelton British Columbia (Cat no 53115 I leld 
Columbian Museum. ) 

Top (figure 9G7) consisting of a di«L of wood 3 inches in diameter, 
with a wooden spindle ( inches in length Collected b\ Dr 
George A Dorset who describes it as a child s tot 


\ 


ESKIMAUAN STOCK 


Eskimo ( Central) Cumberland sound Baffin land franklin (Cat. 

no j$$ti American Museum of 'satnnl Histor) ) 

Wooden top (figure 908) with a woollen whirl and a spindle 34 
inches m length 

Collected bi Capt James S Mutch and figured bv Doctor Boas* 
who sai s it w as probablv spun on the ice 

•Fifth Report on the Indians of British Columbia neport of the Sixty fifth Meeting 
of the British Association for the Advancement of Science p 5S3 Loudon 1S9 j 
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Eskimo (Central: Aoilirmiit and Ivinipetu). West coast of 
Hudson bay, Keewatin. 

Dr Franz Boas ■ describes the following game : 

A large cake of Ice Is formed In the shape of a top (kipekutuk) with a flat 
surface and n dutl point which fits Into a shallow hole ODe man sits down on 
the piece of Ice. while two others spin It around by means of sticks. This game 
!« often Indulged In at the floe edge, when waiting for the pack-ice to come in 
with the tide. Generally a man who Is the butt of all the others is Induced to 
alt on this top, and Is spun around until be is made sick. 

_ Eskimo (Limudor). Ungava bay. (United States National Mu- 
seum.) * 

Cat. no. 90231. Wooden top (figure 9G9), conical, with band of red 
paint n round the top: height, 2 inches. 



rig ora Fig oto. Fig *n Fig orr Fig ora 

Fio ora Top height 2 Inch**. Labrador Eskimo, Ungara bay, eat no 1X281 United State# 
National Museum 


Fia 070 Top, height, 4* inches, Labrador Eskimo, Ungara bay; car no 00282 United States 
National Museum 

Fio. 071. Top; height, 31 Inches Labrador Eskimo, Ungara bay; cat no 90283, United States 
National Museum 

Fio 072 Top; height, 2t inches Labrador Eskimo, Ungara bay, cat no 90284, United States 
National Museum 

Fio 073 Wooden top, height. 4| Inches Western Eskimo, Bristol bay, Alaska, cat no 50045 
United States National Museum. 

Cat. no. 902S2. Wooden top (figure 970), with two bands of red 
paint, and spindle of the same piece at the top; height, 4^ 
inches. 

Cat. no. 90283. Wooden top (figure 971), a flat disk, 3J inches in 
diameter, with a spindle 3} inches in length. 

Cat. 'no. 90284. Wooden top (figure 972), a disk, with a spindle be 
\ow *, Wift top concwre awd pa.u\ted ow the upper side wvtt\ cicelft 
of red paint nt the edge. 

All these specimens were collected by Sir Lucien M. Turner. 

Eskimo (Western*). Bristol bay, Alaska. (United States National 
Museum.) 

Cat.no 50 045. Wooden top (figure 973), 4g inches in height. 

« Eskimo of Baffin Land and Hudson Bay Bulletin of the American Museum of Nat 

urat History, t. 13 p 110 New Tork, 1001 
24 ETH — 05 M 47 
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Cat no 5C0t5rt Wooden top (figure 974), 44 inches m height, the 
lower put painted blue with red ring on top and blue above 

Cat no 5C04C Ivon dt«h (figure 075), 2} inches in diameter, the 
top decorated with incised lines, and ivory pin, 3J inches in. 
length 

Cat no 56047 Wooden top (figure 976), 3 disL of wood, 44 inches 
in diamctei, with tht, top come\ and ornamented with incised 
circles painted red and black, having a wooden spindle, 44 inches 
in length 

Cat lio 5GQ48 Bone di«l (figure 977), 14 inches m diameter with 
the bottom ornamented with nine brack spots and bone pm, 1} 
inches m length 

All the foregoing specimens were collected b\ Mi Charles L 

McKay 



Fig ‘J *. fig 9*» Fig V6 Fig 9-7 

Fir 0 1 Wooden top be ght 4) in he* Western Eskimo. Bristol buy Alaska rnt n 5b0t« 
L mtrd States N at onal Mu» tun 

Fio 9~5 Ivory top height 8, Inches Western E klmo Bristol bay Alaska at no blow. 
United Blatos National llusenm 

Flo 9 0 Wooden top, diameter Clinches Western Eskimo Bristol buy Alaska cat no o80tJ 
bn ted States National Museum 

Fio 9" Bone top height. 1| Inches- Western Eskimo. Bristol buy Alaska cot no MBS United 
States National Museum 

Eskimo (Western) Point Birrow , Alaska ( Cat no oM91, 
United States National Mu-ciim ) 

Top," consisting of a =haft of pine anti a di«-k of spruce (figure q 78), 
4) inches in diameter ornamented with lihcklead marks form 
ing a border about one fourth of an inch broad, height 5J 
inches It is called kaipsa 
Collected in 1882 bv Litut P H Rav U *■* Army 
Lower A. ukon, Alaska 

Mr Edward illiam Nelson* gives under top spinning (inwuk), 
the following description 

In winter along the lower tuhon ati 1 mlj iceiit region to the south, tie 
chlllren of both sexes gather In the knstilm and each child in nurecs-slon sp n* 

■The Joint Harrow Fsklrao Ninth Ann al Report f Ihe B read of Flhnoloey p. V 0 
1S9 


rifchteeu 
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Its top. Tlie moment the top is spun the owner runs out through the entrance 
passage and attempts to make a complete circuit of the house and enter again 
before the top stops spinning A Bcore Is made every time tins Is done suc- 
cessfully. 

Continuing, Mr Nelson 0 says: 

Prom Kuskoknlm lhet to Cape rrlnce of Wales, on both the mainland and 
the Island*, children of both seves were found using tops These are commonly 
of disk shape, thin at the edge, and |>erfor.iteil In the center for a peg. One from 
Cape rrlnce of Wales l figure 979] Is, of walrus hory. It is 2J inches m diam 
cter and lias a hole an Inch wide la the middle, which is dosed by a neatly 
fitted wooden plug of the same thickness as the top, through which passes a 
spindle-shaped peg 4 Inches long. This Is the general stjle of top used in the 
region mentioned, but another kind is m.ule to he spun with a guiding stick 
aud cord ; these arc often used by men os well as boys. 



Fro 97 K Top; height, 5i Inches, Western Eskimo, Point Barrow, Alaska cat no BttiSl United 
States National II use tun 

Fill 979 Top, height, i inches; Western Eskimo. Cape Frlnce of Wales. Alaska, cat. no 4W7», 
United States National Museum 

,Fia SW) Ivory top, height, 3 inches Western Eskimo, Kotzebue sound, Alaska cat. no 137906 
United States National Mosenm 


Referring to the tops spun by children on the lower Yukon, he 
vi} s: 

These toys are spun between the two hands, the upper part of the spindle 
being held upught between the palms ( 

Eskimo (Western)- Kotzebue sound, Alaska. (Cat. no. 127908, 
United States National Museum ) 

Disk of ivory (figure 980), 2J inches in diameter, the top convex and 
marked with an incised line painted red, with a wooden spindle 
3 inches in length. Collected by Lieut. George M. Stoney, U. S. 
Navy. 

' «The rsklmo about Eeilng Strait, righteenth Annual Iteport of the Bureau of Amer- 
ican Ethnology, pt I, p 341, 1890 • 
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KEHESAN STOCK 


Iveres Sia, Xew Mexico (Cat no 1343G2, United States National 
Museum ) 

Wooden top (figure 9^1) with conical ba=e and flat top, having a 
hole leading into a small cavitv near the top of the base and a 
nail point, height, 2$ inches Collected bvCol James Stevenson 


KIOWAN STOCK 

Kiowa Oklahoma (Cat no 152O0o United States National 
Museum ) 

Wooden top (figure ^82) 2$ inches in height with a bone pin 
Collected by Mr James Moone\ 



Fig 981 Top height 21 inches Seres te d i um . Sis, New Mexico cat no 131382 United States 
National Museum 

Fio 982 Top height, 2, Inches Kiowa Indians. Oklahoma cat. no l.Wft. United States 
National Museum. 

Fro 983. Ivory top h igbt 3[ inches. \ak a tat India os Port Molgrave Alaska cat no 115298, 
United States National Museum, 


KOLUSC1IAN STOCK 

Yakut vt Port Mnlgrave \la«La (Cat no. 1G2^S United States 
National Museum ) 

Ivory di^k (figure < 1*»3) 3J inches in diameter with a wooden spindle 
32 inches in length Collected bv Dr W II Dali 

C.CTT t Ifl-t 3 STOCK 

Klamath Upper Ivlamath lake Oregon (Cat no G1729 I icld 
Columbian Museum ) 

Dl'Jv of white-pine bark (figure *>S4), 2| inches in diameter, through 

, which is thrust a 4 inch "tick sharpened at each end A second 
specimen (G172S) is similar to the fir-t except that the di k is of 
cedar bark and instead of Ixuig beteled nt the edge is cut off 
squire 
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These specimens were collected in 1000 l>y Dr George A. Dorsey 
and de*cribed by him under (lie name of heditaUcash.® 


W\EirO*lX STOCK 


YoKtrr*. Tide River report at ion. Tulare count} - , California. (Cat. 

no. 70.">0fi, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Two wooden hand top-* (figure 0S.»): length®. 4) and 2J inches. 
Collected by I)r «J. W. IlmKon, who ile-cribes them as toys for 
hand spinning. 



31. WAN STOCK 


Maya. Yucatan. 

Dr Alfred Tozzcr writes: 

A top came In called In Maya polklrlclt The tops are made of wood in the 
common shape nnd epun in n circle marked on the ground in the center ot which 
is the object to lie non or lost. Certain rules govern this. 

SILJSJIAX STOCK 


Cullaji. Washington. 

A Clallam boy, John Itaub, informed the writer that the boys of 
this tribe play with tops like those used by the llabah (figures 1002- 
100-1), which they call tsuchichaiootklen. 

•certain Gambling Games of the Klamath Indians. American Anthropologist. D 
V. 3. p 20, 11*01. 
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Tmiimison Imuvns (Ntlakt \p\mijk) British Cnlumhi i ( Vimri 
can Museum of Nut nral Iliston ) 

Cut* no S J3, I ir wood top (figure 9SG), with iron pigs ut top and 
bottom and twisted hark cord, height, 3J inches 
Collected h\ Mr James Tut, who sajs* 

tornierly tlie pins of tops were nwute of Imnc In'lea 1 of Iron Most tops 
Lai buckskin thongs instead of lark strings ns they wen n ted lerwl su|>erlor 
for nuking than bj In I*o| •* wen generally nj un i n Hwwth Ice nn 1 tin mnune- 
ment was Inlulgnl In oniiMlonnlly Ij adult*. Bon et lines bnv* tried t> split 
one number s tops by trying to s| In oue on top of tl e otln r 

Cat no uJfj Disk of ullou pine hark (figure 987), J inches in 
diameter and fitc eighths of nn inch thick, with woodui spindlo 
5 inches in length 

Collected bj Sir Jame-> Teit, who gi\cs the name as salelaepten 



PiO AM Top height Blanches Thompson Ir. llan* (Ntlalcyapnmak) British O lomhln 
no ,i), American Miwom of Na lurid History 
Fio 9s7 Top dlnmoter 3 Inch -s Thompson Is liana (NtlakyajaiinulO British Columbia 
no il), American Museum of Natural History 


Mr fcit 0 further says 

Toi a or wl Irllglg* were lists! These were generally made of a thin circular 
piece of wood or n ore frequently a i lets of yellow j Ine bark through tl e center 
of which was lmertel n j In n fourth to htlf mi Inch In diameter an 1 about 5 
or t< inches long the circular i lecc of wool Icing allowed to ren nln about tht 
ml Idle of the plu The out who made 1 is top ej In the longest won 


61108110% CAN STOCK 

Bannock Tort Hall resen ition, Idaho (Cat no 370G7, Tree 
Museum of Science and Art University of Pennsyhann ) 
Finger top, or teetotum (figure 988), made of the end of a cotton 
spool, with a peg for twirling height, 1J inches. 

•The Thompson Indian* of Brill*! Columbia Meuolrs of Hi Amerl au Museum ol* 
Natural History whole aefles T S p *81 New kort 1000 
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Tin*! was {joUected hv the writer in 1900. Tlic name was given as 
tcmcinigaktn. 

Hon. Oraibi, Arizona. (Cat. no. r»l!)78. 5530b, (>7011. 07000. Field 
Columbian Mu-ctim.) 

Four tops, made of wood. 

Th<*«e were collected by Iter. If. It. Vofh. w ho furnished the follow- 
ing information: 

Top spinning h oflrn tmlulcisl In among tlx? Ilopl l>o,vs. The tops lire of 
different kIsws nml forms and are *pun with a little whip, which consists of n 
xtkk from 10 to J5 Indies ton/, to which nnj kind of n string is tied. The top 
Is taken letwien the thutnh nnd forefinger, or xometlnies the middle finger, and 
sent with a twirl spinning Mir the ground, after which It Is kept (n motion bj 
qukkly striking Its lower point with tlie whip Sometimes it Is started by 
winding the string of the whip around the point nnd withdrawing It with a 
qtthk motion. Indus inmh the nine ns when n white hoy starts his top with a 
string 


Arizona. (United States National Museum.) 

Cat. no. 22512. Wooden top (figure 9S9), made from a billet, the 
body cylindrical, painted red, the base conical, with tiaces of 
gretn paint, t» boss at the top; height, inches. Collected by 
Maj. J. W. Powell. 

Cat. no. OS8.14. Wooden top (figure 090), a flat di«k, painted with 
concentric rings of black, white, blue, and yellow on top, having 
u wooden spindle 9} inches in length. Collected by Col. James 
Stevenson. 



Oraibi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 38G24, Free Museum of Science 

and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Wooden tops, conical (figure 991), painted blue, white, and red, with 
black bands between, and the top painted with concentric circles 
of blue, white, black, and red; height, 4 inches; accompanied 
‘ by whips consisting of sticks with long single buckskin lashes. 
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The foregoing were collected by the writer in 1901 The top is 
called nvanpi, the whip®, wowahpi 

Paiote Southern Utah (Cat no 943G, Peabody JIu«eiun of 
American Archaeology and Ethnology ) 

Two tops (figure 992), with clay whirls 14 and inche® m dnme 
ter, cemented with gum having wooden pins, 5 inches m length 
Collected by X>r Edward Palmci 

Fig *1 



Pio 99L Whip top and whip height of top < Inches Hopi Indians, Orxlhi Arizona cat no 
3“f®t Free Mnsenm of Science and Art University of Penney Ivanla 

Fic 89® Tops length, 5 Inches Pa nte Indians, southern Utah cat no. W3B. Peabody Museum 
of American Archaeology and Ethnology 

Fra 833. Whip top and whip he ght of top 31 inches Sboahoni Indians Wyoming cat no 
91SUS, Free Mnsenm of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

Suoshovi Wind Kiver reservation, Wyoming (Cat no 3C68->, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsjl 
nma ) 

Whip top (figure 993), nara pugi and whip temaki The top made 
of wood, 3) inches in length painted vcllow and blue the whip, 
a stick, 24 inclies in length, with leather thong Collected by the 
writer in 1900 
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SHU AX STOCK 

Crows. Crow reservation. Montana. (Field Columbian Museum.) 

Cat. no. 60(100. Conical wooden top (figure 99Jr»). with rounded 
b.i'O and flat top. painted ml; height. 3 inches; with whip, a 
twig with three buckskin lashes. 

Cat. no. 60002. Cylindrical wooden top (figure 0045), with hemi- 
spheric base and flat top, painted black; height. 3 inches; with 
.whip. 

Cat. no. 60663. Woollen top, cylindrical billet, pointed alike at both 
ends; painted ml; height. 3 inches. 

Cat. no. 00604. Cylindrical wooden top, with conical bn«e, having 
an iron nail-head in the center; unpainted; height, 4 inches. 

Cat. no. G0CG5. Top, similar to the preceding; height. 2J inches; 
with whip. 

Cat. no. GOGGC. Top, similar to no. G9G60; unpainted; height, 3J 
inches. 



Fig BO 


Flo D04 a,b,t Whip top*, heights. 8, 8, and II inches Crow Indians, Montana cat no 696fl0. 
core, ewyjr. Field Colombian Museum 

Flo. PUS. Whip t^pa and whip, Oglala Dakota Indians, Pine Ridge reservation. South Dakota; 
cat no, wr. a, i, c, rf. Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

Cat. no. G9G77. Catlinite top (figure 994c), bullet -shaped, with a 
wooden plug extending from top to point; height, If inches. 
The plug takes up the shock when the top is thrown. 

These specimens were collected in 1901 by Mr S. C. Simms, who 
gives the name memashscha. 

Dakota (Oglala). Pine Ridge reservation. South Dakota. (Cat. 
no. 22125 a, 5, c, d, Free Museum of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.) 

Two wooden tops (figure 995), rudely cut from a sapling. 1} inches 
in diameter at top and 2f and 3 inches in length. One is painted 
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Hidats \. Fort Berthold, North Dakota. (Cat. no. 178969. United 
States National Museum.) 

Wooden top, 2$ inches m height, with a bone pm (figure 998). Col- 
lected by Dr Washington Matthews, U. S. Army, who describes 
it as an ice top. 

Osiah Nebraska. 

Mr Francis La Flesche described to the writer a game like whip 
top, played with stone balls on the ice. Clav balk and river pebbles 
are also used. The name, moodedeska, is an old word and not descrip- 
tive. This game is played also by the Dakota and the Ponca. 



' riff aw Fig <*« Fis 1UUI Fig 999 


Fig 998 Whip top, height 4 inches. Yankton Dakota Indians, Fort Peck, Montana cat no 
3TB15, Free Museum of Science and Art University of Pennsylvania 
Fio irv Horn top, height, 8j inches, Yankton Dakota Indians Fort Pock, Montana <at no 
8T810, Free Museum of Science and Art, University o’ Pennsylvania 
Fio 9W Top, height. 2| inches Bldatsa Indians, Fort Berthold, North Dakota cat no 178969, 
United 8tates National Museum 

Fio 999 Top, height, 31 Inches Tewa Indians Santa Clara. New Mexico, cat no.40S28, United 
States National Museum 

Fio lUno Top height, *1 inches Tewa Indians, Santa Clara, New Mexico, cat no 131968, 
United States National Museum 

SKITTACETAN STOCK 

H«n\. Queen Charlotte islands, British Columbia. 

Dr C. F. Newcombe informed the writer that he had seen this tribe 
make little tops, which they spun with the fingers. 

TANOAN STOCK 

Tewa. Santa Clara, New Mexico. (United States National Mu- 
seum.) 

Cat. no. 4G828. Wooden top (figure 999), roughly worked, the base 
terminating m a hemispheric knob; height, 3$ inches. Collected 
by Col. James Stevenson. 

Cat. no. 15195G. Wooden top (figure 1000) with iron point; height, 
2} inches. Collected by Capt. John G. Bourke, U. S. Army. 
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Mr T S Dozier *> >3 s 

Tbe Ten a of Suita Cliri e ill a top pfet-o-ne ploying a top I vl pfet-c-oe-o a 
rol mil Tlili n j doult Is of niMlern ilito Int tbe smill boys are the ni st 
expert lop splm era I ever saw It Is played without gain but In the old way 
where the otlar fellow limy b ic Ills to| ruined bj being knocked out of tbe 
ring 

Tiruv Islets, New Mexico 

An Isleta bo\ named J Creci ncio Lucero described the bov£ of this 
pueblo ns placing with tops, napin, which thej spin with a string 

UVKVS1HN STUCK 

IIesqui wrr Vancouver island British Columbia (Cat no IV 
V 1490 Berlin Museum fur Volherhunde ) 

"Wooden top (figure 1001), with handle to hold when spinning, 
height of top 23 inches length of hnndh, 3J inches. 

The collector, Cnpt Samuel Jacobin, gives the name as jah jah 
jalcti 



M&kaii \eah ba\ Washington (Free Museum of Science and 
Art University of Pennsylvania ) 

Cat no 37390 Hemispheric wooden top (figure 100°), with spindle 
at the top in one piece diameter, 2 | inches, accompanied by 
smew cord and perforated stick, with which the top is held and 
through which the cord is drawn 

Cat no 37391 Perforated wooden disk (figure 1003), 3| inches m 
diameter, with spindle, accompanied by smew cord 
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Cat. no. 37392. Peg top of hard wood with wooden peg in one piece 
(figure 1004) ; height, 3^ inches. 

These tops were collected by the writer in 1900 and are called 
bo-bus-ca-die. 

Charlie "Williams described another form of top to the writer, a 
kind of teetotum, made of alder bark, perforated, and played with 
the fingers. 

Dr George A. Dorsey" states that the three varieties of tops, 
ba-buthl-ka-di, were described to him by Charlie Williams as in use 
among the Makah before, the advent of the whites, but he thought 
that they had been derived from northern Indians. 



Fig WW. Fig 1005 Fig 1008 


Flo. 10OI Top, height, 81 lnche«, Makah Indians, Neab bay. Washington, cat no 87302, Free 
Unseam of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
FlO 10US. Top, height 21 inches, Nootka Indians, Vancouver island, British Columbia, cat 
no rv A 1485, Berlin Slusenm f ilr VOlkerltunde 

Fio 1006 Tor, height, 21 Inches Nootka Indians Vancouver Island, British Columbia, eat 
no rv A 1484, Berlin Museum fUr Vfllkerkunde 


Nootka. Vancouver island, British Columbia. (Berlin Museum 
fur Volkerkunde.) 

Cat. no. IV A 1485. Wooden top (figure 1005). 2| inches m 
height. 

Cat. no. IV A 14S4. Top with bone whirl and 
wooden pin (figure 100G), 2} inches in height. 

The collector, Capt. Samuel Jacobsen, gnes the 
name as joh-jah-jakei. 

Zt'NI.VX STOCK 

Zuni. Zufii, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 12709$, 

United States National Museum.') 

Wooden top (figure 1007) with conical base and 
rounded top. hating a hole leading into a small 
cavity at the top of the base, and a nail point; 
height, 4 inches. Collected by Col. James 
Stevenson. 

Two others (eat. no. 69140 and 129070) are similar to the pre- 
ceding, and another (cat. no 00413) is somewhat smaller, 3 inches 

• fiamM of the Makah Indians The American Antiquarian, v 23, p 73. 1901 



Fig ion: Top height, 
4 Inches. ZuBl In 
dians Zuill, New 
Mexico, cut no 
120108, United 
States National 
Museum 
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Buzz 

A whirling toy made of a flat piece of bone, pottery, or gourd 
shell, ^or of a heavy bone, with one or two cords on each -ide. is 
a common toy among Indian children. The Plains tribes use a 
knuckle bone tied with a piece of smew. A remarkable form, in 
which a conical piece of wood is made to revolt e on a wooden spindle, 
is found among the Eskimo. Evidence as to the antiquity of the 
disk-shaped buzz is afforded by a clay-stone disk (figure 1009) with 
two perforations, from the cliff-rums in the Canyon de Chelty, in 
the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute. 



Fig 1009 Fig 1010 

FiO UW0 Stone buzz, diameter, inches, cliff min* m Canyon de Chelly. Arizona cat no 
10679, Brooklyn Institute Museum 

FiO 1010 Bone buzz, Atslna (Orosrentre) Indians, Fort Belknap Montana iat no ,|f,, 
American Museum of Natural History 

ALCONQUI STOCK 

Arapaho. Oklahoma. (Cat. no. 1G5S19, United States National 
Museum.) 

Toe bone of cow or ox, painted led and tied with sinew string-, hav- 
ing wooden handles at the ends; length, 20 inches Collected 
by Rev. IL R. Voth. 

Grosientbes. Fort Belknap, Montana. (Cat. no. tI',',. American 
Museum of Natural History.) 

Toe bone of cow or ox (figure 1010), tied with sinew, having wooden 
pegs inserted at the ends of the cord. Collected by Dr A. L, 
Ivroeber. 

ESKIM VUAN STOCK 

Eskimo (Central). Cumberland soiiud. Baffin land, Franklin. 

(Cat. no.jiS-j, American Museum of Natural History.) 

Buzz (figure 1011), made of a di-k of -kin, 20 inches in diameter, 
with serrated edges having two perforations for the string. 

The specimen here described was collected by Capt. James S. Mutch 
and is figured by Doctor Boas.® 

• Eskimo of Baffin Land and Hudson Ba> Bulletin of the Amerkan Museum of 
Natural History t 15, p. 53. New lork. 1HU 




Fra «n- Buzzes- diameter 1| inches, Central Eskimo (A rthnnintsnd Kinlpeta) west cos t 
of Hudson bar Eeewstin cat no ,|J,a ,11 6 American Museum of Natural History 
FlO 1013. Buzz length. 3v inches Ita Eskimo, C»pe York, Greenland, cat no. 18391 Free Mu 
Benia of Science and Art. Umrersity of Peunsylrama 

Eskimo (Ita) Cape York Greenland (Cat no 1S3D1, Free Mu 
=eum of Science and Art Uni\ eratk of Pennsylvania ) 
Hourglass shaped piece of irorv (figure 1013), 3| inches in length, 
perforated by two hole® through wlucli an endless sinew string 
is passed Collected In Mr Henry G Bn ant 

• Eskimo of Btffln Land and Hud* n Bay Bulletin of the American Museum of Nat 
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Eskimo (Ita). Smith sound, Greenland. (Cat. no. fj, American 
. Museum of Natural History.) 

A flat bone in the shape of an hourglass or figure 8, with a looped 
string passing through two holes hi it3 middle, described by Dr 
A. I*, Jvroeber under the name of hieqtaq, or bull-roarer. 

Eskimo (AVesterx). TVainw right inlet, Utkiavi, Alaska. (Cat. 
no. 89732, United States National Museum.) 

Boanl of pine wood ( figure 1014), 3j inches long and 2$ inches wide, 
with two round holes in the middle, through which is passed 
a piece of stout sinew braid, the ends of which are knotted 
togethep. 



Collected by Sir John Murdoch,” who describes it as follows: 


VI hen the board Is placed In the middle of the string It can lie ni <de to spin 
around and n biz b} alternate!} pulling and relaxing the ends of the string 
The board Is rather elaborately painted. One end has a border of black lead 
on lx>th face* tbe other a similar border of red paint, which appears to be 
red lend Broad red bands form n square 1 inch .across around tbe holes 
tilth lines radiating from each corner to the corners of the board, on both faces 
On the space between these lines are figures rudely drawn with black lead On 
one face, in the first space, is n goose . in the second, a man w itU a staff . In 
the third, the conventional figure of a whale's tail; and in the fourth, a whale, 
with line and float attached to him. pursued by a whaling uiniaU On the other 
side, the first space contains a dog or nolf w nIUng ; the second, two of these 
animals, sitting on their haunches, facing each other , the third, another walking; 
and the fourth, a reindeer in the same attitude 
•The Point lisiron F-sltimo Ninth Annual Report of tbe Bureau of Ethnology, p $78, 
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FsKtvo (Hiwtn) Ntnnik \ln«ka (Cat 10 f nited 

State National "Mum? nn ) 

Block of spruce (figure lOluti) fittcl with a shaft of narwt nl non 
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fastened to the shaft. This string is about 8 feet long, and about half 
of it is tied up into the hank to make a handle. The specimen was 
collected by Sir John Murdoch, 0 who describes it as follows: 

It works very much like a civilized child's whirligig The string is wound 
around the shaft and a smart pull on the handle unwinds it, making the 
block spin round rapidly. The reaction, spinning it in the opposite direction, 
winds up the string again A couple of loo s e hawk's feathers are stuck into 
the tip of the block, which Is painted w ith red ocher for about an inch. Pour 
equidistant stripes of the same color run down the sides to a border of tbe 
same width round the base This was made for sale and appears to be an 
unusual toy. I do not recollect ever seeing the children play with such « toy. 
It is called kai'p«a (Gr kflvsflk, “a whirligig or similar toy"). 

Another specimen (cat. no. 89S07, United States National Museum) 
is made of n solid tip of a mountain sheep’s horn (figure 10155), and 
is elaborately ornamented with a conventional pattern of lines and of 
circles and dots, incised and colored red with ocher. The shaft is 
of hard bone, and the line has a little wooden handle at the end. The 
block is so heavy it will hardly spin. A similar object, collected by 
Air E, A. Mcllhenny at Point Barrow, Alaska (cat. no. 42369, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania), is 
described by him as a whirligig, kaipsak. It differs from the speci- 
mens described in being made entirely of wood, and is quite new and 
unused. 

8IIOSIIOXEAN STOCK 

Hofi. Oraibi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 12S4S8, United States National 
Museum.) 

Five disks of clay stone (figure 101G), from If to 2^ inches in diam- 
eter, each perforated with two holes, having a cord of woolen 
yam passing through them with its ends tied to form a loop on. 
each side. 



Flo 1016. Buzzes diameters, 1} and 2( inches Hop! Indians, Oman, Arizona, cat. no. 123*88, 
United States National Museum 

Two of the specimens which are figured are painted m red, white, 
and^black, with star or flower-shaped designs on both sides. The 
others are plain. These were collected by Col. James Stevenson and 
were designated as child’s toys. Two other specimens in the United 

* ethnological results of tbe Feint Barrow Expedition. Ninth Annual Report of the 
Bureau of Ethnology, p. 370, 1S92. 
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States National Museum (cat no fS^OS and 12^018) both collected 
br Colonel Stevenson are similar to tho-e above described 
Mono Ilookir core Madera conn tv California (Cat no 714 > 4 , 
Field Columbian Museum ) 

Small bone, pivosy (figure 1017), of a metatarsal bone of a deer, with 
loops at each end described bv the collector, Dr «T W Hud=on, 
as a Itfmc whirligig 



Flo 101 Bone whirligijr Mono Iniijtny Madera coontj- CaU/arni* cat. no Ibl Field 
Colrnnh-an Museum. 

Hooker cove Madera countv California (Cat no 71442, 

Field Columbian Museum ) 

Potterv disk (figure 1018), 2 inches in diameter, decorated with four 
spots of red paint with cotton cord Collected bv Dr J W 
Hud-on who describes it as a whirligig 



Fig 101“ Bon. diameter • inches; Mono Indian*. Madera eonntj- California. eat. no “lUf, 
Field Colombian Museum. 

SIOUAN STOCK 

Crows Crow reservation Montana (Cat no G9G6S, Field Colum 
bian Mu=eiun.) 

Whirling toy, made of a joint bone of an ox painted red, tied around 
with a sinew =tnng extending 8 inches on each side, and having 
hand grips, made of twigs at the ends. 

Collected bt Mr S C Simms, who gives the name as ewahpoa 
rooahcooah 



FfC 1013 Bono bz^z fcneSh, 11/ inches Oglala Eslrota Indians. Fln« EJd^ereserratjem. Sooth 
Dakota, cat. tut. SflSK, Free Moiemn of Science and Art, Cnieereitj of Pemnjlrama. 

Dakota (Oglala) Pine Ridue reservation South Dakota (Cat 
no 22I2G Free Museum of fccience and Vrt Umver*itv of 
Pennsi lvama.) 

Toe bone of a cow or ox (figure 1019), tied with c mew, with two 
small sticks m-erted at the end of the cord. 
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This specimen was collected by Mr Louis L Meeker , a w ho describes 
it ns a boy’s toy under the name of hohouh yulimunpi. 

D 4KOTA (Teton). South Dakota. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey * thus describes the implement • 

Hohu yukhmun'pi, Making the hone hum bj t\\ isting the cord — Bone is not 
the only material used, for the toy is sometimes made of stone or of a circular 
piece of wood The toy is made thus Some deer or buffalo smews are twisted 
together ; parts of a deer's foot are cooked till soft, aud sire strung together on 
the sinew To the ends of the sinew are fastened two sticks which serve ns 
handles, one stick at each end each being at right angles to the sinew The 
slDew is twisted, and when pulled taut the toy makes a humming sound 



\DM VN STOCK 

Maricof*. Arizona. (Cat. no. 2927, Brooklyn Institute Museum.) 
Wooden disk (figure 1020), 2} inches in diameter, perforated with 
two holes, through which a cord passes. Collected by Mr Louis 
• L Meeker in 1904. 


Fio Ill'll Buzz* diameter, 3 inches, ZuSi Indians Zulu New Mexico, cat. no 3039, Brooklyn 
Institute Museum 

ZUNIAN STOCK 

Zctni. Zufii, New Mexico. (Cat. no 3009, Brooklyn Institute 
Museum.) 

Disk of dried gourd shell (figure 1021), 3 inches in diameter, pierced 
with two holes, through which a string passes. 

Collected by the writer in 1903. The name was given as huwa- 
wnnanai. 

•Ogainla Games Bulletin of the Free Museum of Silence and Art v 3, p 34, tbila. 
delphia. 1901 

» Uatnes of Teton Dakota Children The American Anthropologist, v 4, p 343. 1891 
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POPCUN 

Tl>e writer lias a record of the popgun from seven tribes, of which 
three are Siouan The evidence is not sufficient to establish proof of 
its existence before the time of native contact with the whites. At 
the same time the two fineh finished popguns ( figure 1022) e\ca\ ated 
by Dr George A Dorsey at Ancon, Peru, now i n the Held Columbian 
Museum, bring its aboriginal character in North America within the 
bounds of probability 

VI.GO'SQtriW STOCK 

CnEYXNrvE Oklahoma (Cat no 1G59G4, United States National 
Museum ) 

Popgun (figure 1023), consisting of a wooden tube, marked with 
burned designs 10 inches in length, and a stick, or plunger, 1CJ 
itKiies m AsrgftY £WiVctec? 1$ H H Yoih 

■E — S — ~ 

Fig 1021. 



Fj|T MBs. 

Fio loss Wooden i»pgnns length S inches- Ancon Pern c B t no 5300 Field Colombian 
Mosenm 

Tio 1023, Popgun length. 10 inches. Cheyenne Indiana Oklahoma cut no 1P.VMH United 
States National Museum 

Fio 1024 Popgnn length 1*1 Inches Saak and Fox Indians Iowa rat no ,!!• Amer can 
Maaemn of Natural n story 

Fig 1025. Popgnn length 12} inches Ankara Indians, Fort Betttold North Dakota cat a 
8421 United States Vat onal Muse am 

Sauk and Totes Iowa (Cat iio T |Sg, American Museum of 
Natural Historv ) 

Popgun of elder wood (figure 1021) 12) inches m length 
This was collected bv Dr Milham Jones who gives the name as 
pisl esi gam fighting thing and savs that it was used bj bovs with a 
bow and a belt of blue joint irrows in plajmg year 

CVDDOVN STOCK 

Arikara Fort Berthold, North Dikota (Cat no 8421, United 
Statts National Museum.) 

"Wooden popgun (figure 102o), a tube, 12J inches in length, marketl 
with burned designs and a wooden plunger Collected In Dr 
C C Gnj and Dr "Washington Matthews, U S \rmj 


•pCZ-T— 
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MARIPOSA X stock 

Yokcts. Tule River reservation, Tulare county, California. (Cat. 

no. 70505. Field Columbian Museum.) 

Popgun of elder (figure 102G), with maple piston, for shooting wads; 
length, 14J inches. Collected by Dr J. W. Hudson. 


Fio. 1026. Popgun; length. 111 inches, Yolcots Indians. Tule River reservation, Tulare county, 
California, cat no. 70605, Field Colombian Museum 

BIOUAX STOCK 

Dakota (Oglala). Pine Ridge reservation, South Dakota. (Cat. 
no. 22131, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of 
Pennsylvania.) 

Popgun, epalioton (figure 1027), a piece of sapling, three-fourths 
of an inch in diameter and G) inches in length, with a hole 
burned through the center, the outside being ornamented with 
burned lines, as shown in the figure. 

Collected by Sir I Aiuis L. Sleeker, who states that popguns are used 
by Oglala boj s to shoot w ads of elm bark. 4 



Fio. 1027 Popgun, length, 6| mchee, Oglala Dakota Indians. Pine Ridgo reservation, South 
Dakota, cat. no 22131, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

Dakota (Teton). South Dakota. 

Rev. J. Owen Dorsey 6 says: 

I'pahotun'pl tra'pi,' Top-gun game — In the fall, when the wind blows down 
the leave", the boys make pop guns of ash wood. They load them with bark 
which they have chewed, or else with wild sage (Artemesia), nnd they shoot at 
one another. The one hit suffers much pain 

Dr J. R. Walker e describes the popgun under the name of ipaho 
tonpi, and gives the names of the parts as tancan, body; wibopan, 
ramrod; and iyopuhdi, the wadding. The latter, he says, is made by 
chewing the inner bark of the elm, and using it while wet. 



Fio lOW Popgun Omaha Indians, Nebraska, from drawing by Mr Francis La Flosche 

Omaha. Nebraska. 

Mr Francis La Flesche told the writer in 1893 that Omaha boys 
made popguns (figure 102S), batu«hi (to push, to crack), of elder, 
which they stop with two wads of nettle fiber. These Indians were 

•Bulletin of the Free Museum of Science and Art. T 3. p 35. Philadelphia 1001 
•Games of Teton Dakota Children The American Anthropologist, v J, p 337.1991 
* Journal of American Folk Lore, r. 19. p 35, 1905. 
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probably acquainted with the popgun lx? fore while contict The\ 
made them througli the winter, and in the summer threw them j»wa\ 
Tlie following lie said, is the order of the bo^s' games *'hiun\ 
(tnlxgatbe, ball to «tnhe) in spring, throning -ticks and target 
shooting m cummer, «hinm in the fall , tops bom slider-, and pop 
guns in winttr The plum stone dice gum is pla\ ed at all -ca-on- 

Bean Siiootek 

Tlic implement to which for convenience the name of bean -hooltr 
has been given is a mechanical contrnnnce not nnlikeh io have Ihhmi 
borrowed from the whiles, found thus far onlv in the ‘-onthwe-t and 
on the Northwest coast 



FlO 1029. HMD abooter length 1*1 lorheir Bopl Indiana. Oralbi. Ariiona eat no 3tCM. Fre« 
Museum of Bcfene® and Art, C nj verity of PennaylTanl*. 

61IOSHONE.VN STOCK 

Hon Oraibi, Arizona (Cat no 38f 9 6, Free Museum of {science 
and Art, University of Pennst lvama ) 

Beall shooter (figure 1020), made of i piece of cane 12} niche- in 
length, with a «pnng, consisting of a bent strip of wood, the 
ends of w Inch are secured in holes cut in the cane Collected bv 
the writer in 1901 < 

Mono Hooker cove, JEadera counts, California (Cat no 71445, 
F veld Columbian Mu-eUm ) 

Wooden «plint (figure 1030) 10 inches in length, used as a tov for 
flipping mud balls Collected bj Dr J V Hud-on 



PlG im Stone flipper- length, 10 Inches Mono Indiana, Madera county California cat no. 
7111a, Field Columbian Musenm. 

W AWASH AN STOCK 

Kwakictl VIert bav, Vancouver island, British Columbia 

Dr C F 'Newcoinbe writes as follow-, describing what he calls the 
figure 4 dart shooter 

Among the Kwaklntl of the Nlmrklsh trllie th a Is called llEwUEtn In n«e 
o small stick Is placed across the top of the pliant side pieces and Is shot to 
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some little distance by pressing, on the trigger piece which is horizontal to the 
hguie 4 The figure is held in front of the body with both hands with the short 
end of the trigger downwards, and the perpendicular stem of the 4 boiizontally 
It is frequently used when children are sick and small sticks aie shot in dlf 
ferent directions to chase away the spirit supposed to be causing the sickness. 
It was used as lately as two years ago at Alert bay Sets of four of this rostra 
rnent are employed by grown up people — relatives of the sick The sticks are 
left lying about after the performance, but the guns are burned w hen done « 1th 
This goes on for four nights In succession The noise of the two flexible sides 
coming together when the stick Is ejected Is supposed to aid the good work 
At night the four shooters are left loaded near the sick child to scare the ghost 
or spirit. They are also used as a game by children 

Makah. Neali bay, Washington. (Free Museum of Science and 
Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Two stone flippers, made of curved pieces of whalebone, one single 
and the other double, recurved. Collected by the writer in 1900. 
Opitciiesaht. Vancouver island, British Columbia. (Cat. no. IV 
A 7117, 7118, Berlin Museum fur Volkerkunde.) 

Curved splint of whalebone (figure 1031), 4 inches in length. 

The collector, Capt. Samuel Jacobsen, gives the name as tklamnyek. 



Fur 1031 Fig 1032 


Flo 1031 Btone flipper: length, 4 Inches, Opitcheaaht Indians, Vancouver island. British 
Columbia, cat no. IV A Till, T118, Berlin Museum Mr Volkerkunde 
Fia 1032 Bean Bhooter, length, 10 inches; Zonl Indians, Zu2i New Mexico, cat no 3000, 
Brooklyn Institute Museum 

ZTINIAN stock. 

Zont. Zuni, Jlew Mexico. (Cat. no. 30G6, Brooklyn Institute Mu- 
seum.) 

Bean shooter (figure 1032), consisting of a tube of wood, with a 
wooden spring; length, 10 inches. 

Collected by the writer m 1903. The jiame was given as keto 
ananai. 

Cat’s Cit \nr.E 

Cat’s cradle is known to all the tribes of whom direct inquiry has 
been made. The Zuiii explain it as the netted shield of the War Gods, 
and as taught to the latter by their grandmother, the Spider. The 
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idea «eema to underlie the tradition among the J»avaho also that the 
plar was taught them hr the Spider people. In addition to cat •> 
cradle the Indians hate a variety of trick and amusements with 
string • Charlie Williams at 'Neah bar, Washington, described the 
following as a common amusement among the ilakah 

V string t« tied about tbe neck with a fal~e kuot It N pulled tight and 
comes off. This is called tu a-o«s. The string is sometimes tied about the toe 

The writer saw this tnck performed with mam* grimaces bv an 
old Sho-hom woman at Fort WaJiakic W\ ommg 

Dr Alfred Tozzer de-enbed the trick of splicing a cut rope in the 
mouth as seen bv him among the Mata at Chidien Itza \ucatan 
The rope x arranged as shown in figure 1033 the point n beinw con 
cealed from the audience who consider the ring an unbroken piece 
of rope circled twice The rope is then cut at b and four enJs 
shown a still being concealed from the audience The two ends 
below <J are placed in the month but the *tnng /taring been cat at 
b a 'mail piece onlv is left i round the longer loop at a which the 
tongue easilv frees from the loop of the main «tnng the «tnng when 
taken from the mouth thus «hows an unbroken surface at b, as the 
«mall piece cut at b and running from b to a and back to b i 'till 
concealed in tbe mouth. 



Fl<i 1CSI Cord mnsn-vd for trick of rpHrag In tb« month. Jlmym Ind-mns. Cbleh*n itr* 
A n cm tan rat. no. SOS, Brooklro InstCnto Vr»im 

Air Dorser-tle-crilics an amusement trith tnng among the Teton 
Dakota under the name of t 'tring wrapped in and out among the 
fiuger« etc 

AlXONQflAN STOCK 

Save and Fqkes Tama Iowa 

Tlie~e Indians «le«enbe<l tl e game of cat > cradle to the writer under 
the name of sail «ali nah ki a ti wi parcel 

\Tn»r\sc\N stock 

Apache {White Mountain) Arizona (Cat no "001 Brook! m 
Institute Museum.) 

The cats cradle (figure 1034) figure was collected b\ the uritir 
from a Wlnte Mountain Apache girl at Albuquerque She called 
it ikina thlam 

* C ciolt S rlo- FIstMT* mod Trlrt*. t>T Prof Alfred C n»d* o Amertemo Antbro- 
poloput n. *. r 3 p. “IS, 1»3 








Of tho specimens just mentioned, cat. no. 22712, lightning, was 
found by the writer in Isletn (figure 10C4) under the same name, and 
cat. no. 22711, many (group of) stars, at tlie same place, but the name 
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there was not obtained, cat no twin «tar= occurs m Zum as 

lightning (figure 1009) and cat no 22724 packing (carrying) wood, 
al o in Zum (figure IOCS) 

The following information about the game was communicated to 
the writer by Eev Berard Haile in a per-ouil letter 
Cats cradle owes its nr •* n to tie 'SpIIer people Tier Uie spiders who 
In the \avabo * belief were human being* taught them the game for the r 




FlO 10W. Oil i crulle ho^biD bpfui Varabo Jodiim, * Michael Arizona eat do CTt 
Free llumm of Science and Art, L Diversity of PtMisjlniLa 
F c 10C Cal a cradle Chizh .Jonreii, peeking (carryinjr wood Vatabo Indian*. St 31k- Lac 1. 
Arizona cat. do, iJT“4, Free Mo5«in of Science and Art, t, nirerei t y of Penrujlranta. 

ii nsement T1 e In ly spiders tan^l t tM? Ntralw to flay end how to male the 
ririoas figures of star*, snake*, heir* coyotes, etc., bnt on one condition — they 
were to be played only in winter because at that sea«on spiders snake*, eta. 
sieej and do not see them. To play the cat* era lie at any oilier time of the 
year would be folly for certain death by I ghtnlng, failing from n horse or 
some other ml hap were sure to reach the offender Otherwise no religious 
meaning 1* Raid to attach to the game. Etch the above information was only 
extracted with much patience and schemin'* I may ad I that one \araho 
(aimed that the ent s era He I* a sort of m booling lv which the cl II Iren are 
taught the position of the stare, eta Though this might he a satisfactory 


cilim cat’s cridle: Eskimo 767 

explan itioti, it was not approved (>j the medicine man from whom 1 obtained 
the above. NV atlo, it N twisted is the teim for cat's cradle 
Xavaiio. Cliaco canyon, Xew JIe\tco. 

Cat’a cradle (figure 104S), called carrying wood, chizli joj eli. Figure 
made for the writer by Dr Alfred Tozzer, who collected the speci- 
men, with others, among the Xavaho in 1001. 

In addition to the above figure, Dr Tozzer furnished Prof, Alfred 
C- Haddon “with the following list of cat’s cradles, which he collected 
among the Xavaho: 

Man, denno ; sternum with ribs. al-ylt; woman’s belt, sis; imw , at'-tl; arrow. 
La; two hogans, nakt-hogan or at 1 sa hogan; sand painting figure. *o« shis-ch, ; 
coyote, xna-i; bird's nest, a to. homed toad, na-a sho-i-di-ehizl , butterliy. ga-bl- 
kl ; star, so-a hlnut'sin *ti I *, 


Fio 1048. C»r» cradle, carrying wood, Aaraho Indians. Cliaco canj on, New Mexico, cat no 
i.’TS'i, Free hlnseum of Science and Art University of Pennsylvania 

Tho general name for these figures is na nsb klo, according to Mr To7zer. 
The term n.i signifies a “ continuous movement, ” ash is “ I,” and klo is the root 
woid of ‘‘weaving" Perhaps "continuous weaving” would be a fair transla- 
tion of the Navaho w ord. 

Professor Haddon gives directions for making tho hogan, two 
hogans, and carrying wood, many (group of) stars, owl, and light- 
ning, and illustrates the perfected figure of each. 

Tsetsvut. Portland, British Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boas 6 mentions their playing the game of cat’s cradle. 

ESKI3LAUAN STOCK 

Eskisio (Central). Frobisher bay, Baffin land, Franklin. 

Capt. Charles F. Hall ° says: 

The Iimult social life is simple and cbeerftil They have a variety of games 
of their own In oue of these tbej use a number of bits of iv ory, made in the 


■String Figures and Tricks American AntBropotogist. u s, v 5 p 220 idol 
'Report of the sixty fifth Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science p. 568 London, 1815 
• Arctic Researches p 5TO. New lorn, 1860 
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form of docks. etc.. «nrti ns ^amp^oa > wife gave me os Ju*t menti rtevL In 
mother a simple string Is used In a variety of Intricate wavs non - representing 
n tnktoo now n whale now n walrus, now a seal being arranged upon the 
fingers 10 t waj bearing a general resemblance to the game known to u> as 
"cats cradle The people were very quick In learning of me to play chess 
checkers, ant dominoes. 

Eskimo (Central) Cumberland «ound, Baffin land, Frank 1m. 

Dr Franz Boas* says 

The women are particularly fond of making figures out of a loop, a game «!m! 
lar to < ur cat « cradle (ajarorroq) They are, how ever much more clever than 
we la handling the thong, and have i great variety of forms, some of which are 





Eri) min A r cut » cradle «i disr t birr r bhl** uv t poad*. (V EtrsI Eibima CotnWr 
Uodf.’tiod BuT^o Uod. FrsnkllB from R»v 

rej n-s'ntol tn figure IM'l lor example I shall ileuTlle tlie metliod of tusking 
the itevli-e representing a d*er f figure blind the loop over I« fh hit tut* 

passing It over the tacks of the t bombs JjhI te the jalms and < ut*lde the f airth 
fingers. Take the string from the palm of the right hand with the first finger 
of the left and vice versa The first finger of the right haiu! moves over all 
the {arts of the thong tying on the first tod fourth finger* of the right haul 
and passes throngh the hup formed ty thongs on the thumb of tlu right hand 
tl»en tt muses hack over the foremost ttung and take* Jt op. while tlie thumb 
let* p the I op. The first finger moves diwnwartl t— fore tlie thongs- lying on 
the f tirtfi finger aiul comes up In front of all the thongs. Tlie thumb is [ Iwr-I 
Into the t >nps lianglng on the first finger ami tlie loop hanging on tlie Crri finger 
of the left hand i« drawn throngh both a rut lung again ovi r the same finger 

•Ta»CV»tr»l reblssj. !*litbA»oc»l PrjMrt ef tbe 1 areso "f Pttuusou p SCO ISSN 




Fig IC61 

Flo. 1050 a. &. Cat's cradle; o, amarcxidjong, wolf. ft. usstnidjnng Central Eskimo. Cumber 
land sound. Baffin land, Franklin, from Boos. 

Flo JIM o, 6, e Cat a cradle, fox, raven, polar bear. Ita Eskimo, Smith sound. Greenland 
cat no. /,!, American Unseam of at oral History from Kroeber 

EsEJiro (Itv). Smith sound, Greenland. 

Dr A. L. Kroober 8 figures the following cat’s cradles: Fox (figure 
1051a), raten (figure 10516), polar bear (figure 1051r), narwhal 
(figure 1052a), hare (figure 10526), and walrus head (figure 1052r). 


eih — 05 
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Kri»< Arnmn, Xpw 

\n \mii» Indian at /tifii named James II Miller gate the name 
of rat s craillc as napatnet 



Fl t ta a >> c til > cn II Barwbal ban- wains* l)«a<l Ila Eakimo, Smith man 1 (lre»o- 
Uo t ft f Amerfc-an Muwtun of Natural History from Kroth r 

Fill ion Cat ■ cradlo fbh lean to at Korea ladUim. CVxblU Saw Jfrxtcir oat. no. (/I Ur>« k 
lyn InatltnUi ilo-wam 

Coeluti New Mexico (Brooklyn Institute Mn«ctmi ) 

The following cats mullet wire mllectctl In tiie writer in 1W 
from I riniK-o Chaus (Kogit), n Kires lx>\ from Cochiti, at s t 
Mu had, Vrizonn 

Cat no 4070 spmskaijnka chicken foot, figure 10)3 
Cat no 4*1*50 polaka buttcrfl), figure 10al 
Cit no 4 f )Sl wi«ihakka, bow, figure 10 j 5 
Cut no 4*>S2 *jonanihk® hit figun 10 if 

He gixe the name as kokonu nna oow ishij an, string placing, koko 
nnh -tring 



Institute Museum 

FlO 1055 Cut’s cradle, tow; KereS Indians. Cocbitl New Mexico, cat no <981 Brooklyn Instl 
tote Museum 

Flo MM Cnt'B cradle, bat. Eeres Indians, Cocbitl New Mexico, cat. no 4962, Brooklyn lusti- 


Thi& cat’s cradle (figure 1057) was collected by the writer from a 
Pomo Indian man at Albuquerque. He gave the general name of the 
amusement as datidatUj tangled up, and of this figure as tsudium, 
humming bird. 
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MAT AN STOCK 

May i Chichen Itza lucatin (Cat no ^S13 2^14 Brooklrn 
Institute Mu«eum ) 

Dr Alfred Tozzer lias furnished the writer two cats cradle® 
from this tribe One (figure 10 8) is called a chicken « foot \ i 
held on the little finger B on the middle finger and C on the thumb 



Fig Hr A. 


Fig IIS' Cat s cradle trad um humming brd Pomo Indiana, Uloah California cat, no WO. 
Brooklyn Institute Museum 

Fig 1IB8. Cat s cradle, chick n a foot Maya Indiana, Yucatan cat no *<13, Brooklyn lost tuta 
Museum 

Ii mother (figure 10o9) V is held in the mouth cf the operator an I 
J) in the hand of an assisting person B and C held m each hand 
by the operator are pulled outward from the center as D approaches 
the center The operation is called sawing wood 

SkLISBLAN STOCK 

Clallam Washington 

\ Clallam bm John Raub described this tribe placing cats 
cradle which thei call tskusli skut«i=en 
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Shcswap. Kamloops, British Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boa*>« says: 

Children mid women play cat’s cradle. 

Skokomisji. British Columbia. 

Mr Charles Hill-Tout 6 says these Indians were acquainted with 
quint ills, or the cat's cradle game. 



FlO 10f»P Cat's cradle s* wing wood. Mas's In duns, Yocatan .at no 3814, Brooklyn Institute 
Mtuenm 

SoNRisii. Bntish Columbia. 

Dr Franz Boas e says: 

IlQwau.VlateIs. the game of cat’s cradle — A great variety of figures are made 
Only one person Is required to make these figures Sometimes the teeth must 
help in making them. 

Thompson Indians (Ntlakyapamuk) British. Columbia. 

• Mr James Teit * says : 

Many children's games were played by the smaller boys and girls. “Cat's 
cradle” was one of these [figure 1000] Strings were fixed ou the fingers In 

•Second General Report on tbe Indians of British Colombia Report of the Sixtieth 
Meeting of tbe British Association for the Advancement of Science, p 641, London, 1891 





The figure called pitching a tent is found in Zum under the name 
of brush house (figure 1070) 


8HOSHOXE.VN STOCK 

JIon Walpi, Arizona 

The Indians at the Fir=t Hopi mesa informed the writer, in l^O 1 *, 
that they knew a number of cats cradles and called them all ma mal 
lac bi 

T4N04N STOCK 


Tfba Hano, Arizona (Brooklyn Institute 'Museum.) 

The following cat s cradles were collected bT the wnter in 190* 
Cat no 7129, bo-tan la 
Cat. no 7130, a gai vo sin l. 




ci Li v i cat’s cradle : tu,i*a 775 

Tn.i v. Isleta, Ken Mexico. (Free Museum of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.) 

The following cats cradles were collected bv the writer at Isleta 
in 15*02 : 

Cat. no. 22720, figure 1061. 

Cat. no. 22730, pnkula, star, figure 10C2. 

Cat. no. 22731, figure 1003. 

Cat. no. 22732, vopiridai, lightning, figure 1004 
The only name my informant could give for the amusement was 
thlu. string. He did not know names for all the figures he was 
able to make. 



FlO 10(S Cat’* cradle, paknla, star; Tigna Indiana. Isleta. New Mexl-o, cat no 22TO. Free 
Museum of Science and Art University of Pennsylvania 
FlO. 1063 Cat a cradle; Tigua Indians, Isleta. New Mexico cat no 88731, Free Museum of 
Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania. 

FJO 1064 Cat’s cradle. Topiridal, lightning; Tig ns Indians, Isleta, New Mexico, cat no £8732, 
Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 

Cat. no. 22731 occurs among the Navaho as many (group of) stars 
(figure 1037), and cat. no. 22732 as lightning (figure 1035). 
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WlKtSIfAN MOCK 
Makiii Nerh bay, Washington 

Charlie Williams <U sailied the Mnkah as pla\ mg cat & cradle under 
the mine of how wnt«oksh 

The figures corrc'-pondeil with those of onr common child s piny 
The flr-t he called bon, histnti, the second, detilfish, tiththupc 
Another figure nas the frog wachit GirL and boys play 



Flp 1C«* 

Fio 1063 Cats cradle byalab meal nt, atone Mar copa Indians, An zona cat no eflSl Brook 
lyn Inst tuts Museum 

Fio KV Cats cradle lEpaltch turtle Star copa Ind ans Arizona cat no "92Z Brooklyn Instl 
tutojlnseum 

TUMAN STOCK 

1Iaricop\ Vnzont (Brooklyn Institute Museum ) 

Tlie following cat’s cradles were collected for the writer by Mr 
Louis L Alee! er 

Cat no 2921 hpaish, mealing «tone (figure 1065) 

Cat no 2922 kpaitch, turtle (figure 10C6) 




cat’s cradle: zuni 
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ZUNIAN STOCK 

ZcSi. Zuni, 2few Mexico. (Free Museum of Science and Art, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania.) 



Pig ION 


Fig. 1067. Cmt'8 cradle, pichowainai, netted shield, ZoBi Indians, Znfll, New Mexico, cat. no 
ZSiM, FreeSInsenm of Science and Art, University id Pennsylvania 
FIG. 1068. Cats cradle pishkappoa pichovramai. netted shield Znm Indians, Znni Sew Mexico: 

cat. BO 2a*B, Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania 
Fig 1069 Cat's cradle, pichowai wailolo, lightning- ZnSJ Indians. ZnSi, Sew Mexico. cat no 
226T6. Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania. 

The following cat "s cradles were collected by the writer in Zuni in 
1902: 

Cat. no. 22604 : pichowainoi, netted shield (figure 1067). 

Cat. no. 22605: pishkappoa pichowainai, netted shield (figure 1068). 
Cat. no. 22G0G: pichowai wailolo, lightning (figure 1069). 




OAMM Oi THfc NORTH \MERIC AN INDIANS |i 


77S 

C it no 22007 pichonm hinipunnni brush house (figure 1070) 

Cit no 22G0S pichowni linmpinmai, brush hou-e (figure 1071) 

Cit no 22f01 te|cmp!<tonai pichowninai, top troK-beim of ladder 
(figure 1072) 



r>g ir* 


Free M twain of Science and Art, Unlrersltr of IVimsylTaoin. 

B cradle picbowii bam pa an* i. brash boose* Zabi Indians. Zu n i, Ist'-e- Jlexiro 
Free Slasemn. of Science end Art, Cmrersitj* of Fennsj-lrame- 
3 cradle tsleaipistonai plcbowainai. top craeebennt of Udder* ZnAl Indians, ZcnU 
cat no 2280P Free Mneetun of Science aod Art TTnlTeraity of Pranay teams. 



cat’s cradle: zc5i 
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Cat.no. 22610: pichowai atslonononai, sling (figure 1073). 

Cat. no. 22605 occurs among the Xavaho as packing (earning) wood 
(figure 1017). and cat no. 22606 as twin stars (figure 1033). 



no UT3. Cat 8 cradle, pichownl •tabmononai, sling; Zu£I Indians, /.nil. New Mexico, cat. no. 

£*10. Free Mnseom of Science and Art, University of Pennsy lT»ni» 

My informant in Zuni stated that the cat’s cradle was called 
pichowainai or pislikappoa, the netted shield, figures 1067 and 1068, 
actually representing this shield, which was supposed to hare been 
carried by the War God. The idea is borrowed from the spider web, 
and cat's cradle was taught to the little boys, the twin 'War Gods, by 
their mother, the Spider Woman, for their amusement. 


UNCLASSIFIED GAMES 


Into thi« cntcgory of unclassified games, arranged by stocks, have 
liven put the miscellaneous games of whirli hut a single record exists, 
and which, with the information now at hand, can not Ik* assigned to a 
place in tiny of the preceding series, nor yet regarded ns of foreign 
origin. It will be seen that these games are few in number and of 
little apparent significance. One, the Clatsop game described by 
Lewis and Clark, may In* the guessing game played with wooden 
disks, imperfectly descrilied. 

ALOONQCUN STOCK 

Illinois. Illinois-. 

Jmitcl says:* 

A go<xl nuruticr of presents Ftlll remaining. they divide themselves Into m*v- 
ernl lots, nnd play nt n gume. calleit of tlw stick. to give tliern to tbe winner. 
That game Is played, taking n stout stick, very smooth nnd greased, that It may 
Ik? harder to hold It fast One of tlx? elders throws the stick as for ns he can ; 
the yonug men run after It. snatch It from each other, and nt last he who 
remains ikisschwhI of It him the first lot Tlie stick Is then thrown again: ho 
who keeps H then ha# the second lot. and no on to the end. The women whose 
husbands hue l**en slain In war often jverform the same ceremony and treat 
the singers and dancers whom they have before Invited. 

ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Nava no. St Michael, Arizona. 

Lev. Berard Haile describes the following game in a letter: 

Trin l»eed/H, the great game of the Earth-winner The Earth- Winner, N)’- 
nahuitbi'i, plaja with the gambler, who lays a wager that he can outdo the 
n.irth-w Inner In strength. A test la made by placing n pole c. Indies In diameter 
In the ground about 2 feet deep. Tbe pole la about 8 feet in height, and the 
gambler pushes It o\ or on n run. The Birth winner thus loses the game In 
consequence of this event, the Navnho. out of respect for their great teieher of 
games, who, they sty, emne from Mexico, do not plnv this game. 

Takulu. Stuart lake, British Columbia. 

The ‘Reverend Rather A. G. Morice says 

Te’ko* is another pastime which is somewhat childish in character In most 
cases it is played by the fireside In the camp lodge during the long winter even 
Ings. Its netessnry accompaniments [figure 1074] are a blunt headed stick and 
two small, thin and springy boards firmly driven In the ground, one close by each 

• Historical Journal of Monsieur La Salle a t sat Voyajse to Discover the River Missis- 
sippi French* Historical Collections of Louisiana v 1 p ISO. New Vork, 181(1 
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player The t«o oj»pcwiU* parti n sit facing each other and tiirow the tako 
n gainst tin little, board on tin other aide upon bitting which It rebound* to the 
knee* of the aoecossful player who 1 « then entitled to recommence ned continue 
as long a* luck favors him I ailing to get at the mark, the biTco Is handed to 
tin, other partner The numUr of points obtained In llentcs the winner The 
old men profess to l>e Ignorant of tl at game which Is probably adventitious 
nmong our Indians 

CHINOOKAN STOCK 

Cr vrsop Mouth of Columbia rner, Oregon 
Ia wis nntl Cl irk * dc^nbo the follow mg game 

Two pins are placed on the floor about the distance of a foot from each other 
an I n small hole la made lietween them. The players then go about 10 feet 
from the hole Into which they try to roll a small piece resembling the men used 
In draughts If ttey succeed In putting It Into the hole tiny win th< stake If 
the lleeo rolls I'Ctween the t Ins, I ut d >es not go Into the hole nothing Is won or 
lost, but the wager Is wholly lost If the checker rolls outside the pins. 



Flo uri Implement# far ts k Takulli Indian*, British Columbia frtmlforlca. 

E.8KIMAUAN STXM K 

Eskimo (Central) Cumberland sound, Baffin Inrnl I rmklin 

Dr I rinz Boas 1 *113 & 

The slketiln resembles a roulette \ leithcr cup with a r unded bolt m am! 
a nozzle Is placed on a board and turned roun L hen It sto[c« tl e nozzk is Ints 
to the winner At present ft tin cup fastened with a nail to a board Is used for 
the snrne j utpose [figure 1075 J 

Ttu.lr wsj of managing the gain nnd toss Is verv cvirlous The first winner 
In the gan e must go to his hut and fetch Anything he likes as n stake for the 
nest winner who In turn ncelres It hut has to 1 ring a new stake In place of 
this from his hut Thus the only one who I >«es anything Is the first w loner of 
the game while the only one who wins anything Is the last winner 

Vgam of the Tskimo of the west coast of Hudson bay, Doctor 
Boas * says 

Women gamble with a musk-ox dipper which Is turned swiftly around The 
person away from whom the handle points u Ins the stake an 1 has to place a 
stake In her turn. 

• History of the Expedition under tbe Command of Lewie and Clark r ■» p 784 New 
I orb, 1893 

‘ The Central Eskimo sixth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology p 06S 1888. 
Eskimo of Baffin Land and Hudson Bay Bulletin of the American Museum of Vat 



clliM V UNCLASSIFIED G AMES •. MATA 


7 S3 


This game corresponds m general principle with roulette, or rather 
with the spinning arrow. 

Eskimo (Central: Aiyiurmiut and Ivinipetu). West coast of 
Hudson bay, Keewatin. (Cat. no. s-fesb, American Museum 
of Natural History.) 

Hr Franz Boas “ says: ' 

Small Loops of whalebone (terkutuk) are joined crosswise [figure 1076] 
Then they are placed on the Ice or hard snow when the wind is blowing The 
young men run to catch them. 

A similar game is mentioned by Rev. J. Owen Dorsey among the 
Teton Dakota («ee p. 713). 



Fm 10H Saketan, or roulette; Central Eskimo, Cumberland sound, Baffin land, Franklin; 

cat. no. IV A IKK, Berlin Museum fQr Ydlkerknsde, from Boas. 

Fio 1076 Whalabono hoops; diameter, 31 inches, Central Eskimo (Airllinmut and Klnipetu), 
west coast of Hudson bay, Keewatin, cat no American Museum of Natural History. 

West coast of Hudson bay, Keewatin. (Cat. no. j4£t&, 

American Museum of Natural History.) 

Dr Franz Boas* says: 

Boys play bunting seals [figure 10771- Each of them has a small harpoon 
and a number of pieces of seal-skin with many holes. Each piece of skin repre- 
sents a seat Each of the boys also has a hip-bone of a seal. Then one boy 
moves a piece of skin which represents a seal under the hole in the hip-bone, 
which latter represents the blowing hole in the Ice. While moving the piece of 
skin about under the hone, the boys Wow like seals. Whoever catches with the 
little harpoon the piece of skin In one of the holes retains it, and the boy who 
catches the last of the pieces of skin goes on in turn with his seals. The little 
harpoons are made by the fathers of the boys, the pieces of skin are prepared 
by their mothers. 


MAYAN STOCK 

Maya. Yucatan. 

Dr Alfred Tozzer * describes the following game : 

WSk pel pul, to throw sis. Is played with sis sticks [figure 1078] made of any 
kind of wood, which has branches directly opposite each other They eaeb re«t 

•Eskimo of Baffin Land and Hudson Bay Bulletin ot tbe American Museum of 
Natural History, v 15, p 111, New York, 1001 
»In a letter to tbe writer. November 7. 1901. 
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lines across the flat sides at top, and loner part cut round to form 
a handle. 

Two wooden darts, with blunt heads, 35 and 3S inches m length, one 
with a rattle in the handle end 

Collected in 1904 by Dr C. F. Xewcombe, who describes the game 
as follows: 

The flat piece is set firmly in the ground at an inclination from the player to 
form a kind of springboard. The players stand at about 10 feet from the board 
and throw the darts at it The game is to catch the dart on the rebound as 
many times as possible, and be who first catches it ten times, not necessarily 
without an intervening miss, Is the winner. No counters are used This game 
is only played in the fall, when drying salmon The game is k'lemgu.i, the dart 
k’lemgwn'in, and the spring klemgwa’yas. 



Fig 1070 


Fro 1079 Slats for k'lemgua, lengths of elats, 15* and tl tnchea, Kwaldutl Indians. British 
Columbia ; cat no. 61850, Field Colombian Unseam 
Fro 1080 Sticks for mena (stopping-breath game), length, 61 inches, Kwakintl Indians, British 
Columbia, cat no. 85857, Field Colombian Museum 

Kwakiotl. Xawiti, Biitish Columbia. (Cat. no. 85857, Field 
Columbian Muteum.) 

Bundle of forty sticks (figure 10S0), 6J inches in length. The*-® were 
collected in 1904 by Dr C. F. Xewcombe. who describes them as 
used in a game called menu. 

The sticks are laid In two pirallel rows of twenty each, and one player tries 
to pick up as many sticks as po&slble and make two other sirniUr rows while the 
Other player stops his breath by holding his nose and uioutb It is played by men 
and boys, hr two or more players In turns. The counters are called menasu 

Xawiti, British Columbia. (Cat. no 8585G. Field Columbian 

Museum.) 

Bundle of forty sticks, 6 inches in length. 

These were collected in 1904 by Dr C. F. Xewcombe, who describes 
them as follows: 

These sticks — the same as U'ed In men.!, are also employed In a counting 
game The bundle of forty Is arranged lo bunches of from one to five, placed 
la ony order la one or two lines. One player tries to commit to memory the 
number of sticks In each bunch In their order from left to rlcht. and then turns 
around, and with his back to the sticks calls the number after tbe watcher eays 
emits? or “ how many?” If correct, each bunch correctly named is put In one 
place, but If wrong, in another The sticks are the unit for scoring lie who 
gets the greatest number of sticks wins. The game is called glaits. and the 
sticks ginitsvin 

24 mi — OS m 50 t 
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Kwakictl. Natnti British Columbia (Cat no S53o5, Held 
Columbian Milium ) 

Kinp of whalebone (figure 10^1). 21 inchea m diameter supported 
on n c tick in a horizontal position, and twent\ four unpamted 
«tick« 8] inches in hngth 

Collected m inoi bv Dr C 1 Ncwcomlx, who dexribcs them as 
u s ed in a game called quaquatsowi in 
The 1 1 iyew drop the sticks he! l In one ban 1 through tbe ring, to see who 
«in Ret tbe highest naml>er tlr n^b. This is done with the eye* open Mint 
folded an 1 bill Ifol led after turning ruui t 



1 



Fig I DPI Btp’k-droj't’inp fun» lengthof etVks.*) Inches- dlataelrrol ring “lusher Kvrakrnt) 
Indians. British CV>him! 5 cal no PVT**. fVi ! Colombian HnwmL 

\ ancouver island British Columbia 

Dr I ranz Boas” de?cnl>es a game hke tlie in tins -one* 

TI E’mkoiSj-u. — 1 stick about 3 feel Ion" with a knob at its enl Is throwp 
against an elastic board which is placed upright at some distance If the stick 
rebounds an 1 is caught, the | liver g-iins -1 |« nils. If It rebounds to wore than 
half the distance from the player to the board, be gains 1 point If It falls 
down nearer tl e hoard than one-half the di tance or when the board is missed 
the player does not gain any |« nt Tbe two players thron alternately Each 
has io con iter When one of them gains all tbe counters, be is Ibe winner of the 
stake W hen the stick falls down so that tbe end opposite the knob rests on the 
board, tbe throw counts 10 points 

Vnotber game he mentions as follows a 
Te nk oavu or carrying a heavr stone on the shoulder to test the strength of 
those who participate fo tbe game 

* Sixth Report on the lad an« of British Colombia. Report of tbe «irtj-strtb Meeting 
of tbe British Association for the Advancement of Science p 5 8 London 1S96. 

•Ibid. 


ULI'O 


UN CLASSIFIED GAMES: ZUNI 


787 


ZUMAN STOCK 

ZrSi. Zuni, Sm Meuro. (Cat. no. 3003, Brooklyn Institute Mu- 
i-eum.) » . 

Two rings (figure I0S2),?ift:tdc of twig, one 34 inches m diameter, 
wrapped with green and blue yarn m alternate quarters, and the 
oilier, 2} inches in diameter, wrapped with plain white cord. 
Collected by the writer in 1203. 

Boys play. The large ring is thrown down, nnd the object of the 
game is to toss the small ring so that it will fall within the large one. 
The rings are called tsi-ko-nai. 



— - Zuni. New Mexico. 

Mrs Matilda Co\p Stevenson “ describes a game called saithla- 
tawc, horns kill, or killing the rabbit : 

Six goat horns | figure 10S5J are placed In hue on the ground an equal dis- 
tance apart, anil the players stand some rods away The game is begun by a 
placer starting to run .anil throwing a rabbit stick toward the boras lie is 
entitled to us many horns os !* strikes, and may continue to throw the stick as 
long as he is successful in striking a horn; but wben he falls to strike one, 
another plays The one who stilkes the largest number of horns wins the game. 

* ZaM Crimes Americas ActUropologHt, y> * . s 5. P 4S9, 1003 


GAMES DERIVED FROM EUROPEANS 


It is obvious that there has been steady modification of old Indian 
customs under the influence of the n lutes, and that the Indians have 
absorbed European ideas, many of which have in time become diffi- 
cult of recognition as foreign in origin. These facts aie true to a 
certain extent of their games. An excellent example of incorporation 
is found in the Nnvnho game of baseball. In spite of tribal tradi- 
tions, it appears that the Navaho learned the game from the whites 
when they were imprisoned at the Bosque Redondo after 1863. The 
following account of the game was furnished the writer by Rev. 
Bernrd Haile, of St Michael, Arizona: 

AqeJMjedi, Run around ball — This game Is not played at present in Its orlg 
Inal form, but was quite frequently played fifteen or twenty years ago The 
ball, jot, was made, before rag time, of the bark of a shrub called azhi’ (bark) 
or awe ts'.ll, baby’s cradle, which owes ItR name to the fact that It was used for 
bedding In cradles This bark was covered with the hide of deer, goat, horse, or 
any animat which can be eaten by the Navaho with Impunity. Therefore 
bear, coyote, or dog hides would not lie allowed os a covering for the ball There 
were two halves to the coier, which were sewed together In the center with the 
sinews of deer or buckskin etilps The ball is the Rign of theerll spirit wlnd,ond 
therefore must disappear as soon as vegetation begins and until after the harvest 
The stick, or bat, be akili, something to strike with, was an oak stick of this 
shape J. Oak Is hard and has great resisting power, and Is used in nearly all the 
Nnvnho religions ceremonies. Though I have no authority for it, I am Inclined 
to believe It Is used to signify the power of Godhead The curvature of one end 
of the hat is made hy placing the stick in hot ashes, and then bending in the forks 
of another twig In shinny the reversed stick f Is used. In this game the 
batter takes hold of the curved end and strikes the ball with the thin end, which 
is about of the thickness of the middle finger In shinny, however he holds the 
thin end and strikes the ball with the knotty end of the stick 

The terms of the game and the roints to be bcored by the winning side having 
been agreed upon, the players line up, in about the position of the subjoined 
diagram [figure 10S4] 

1 have given the lour bases the names of east, south, etc., although they are 
not thus called by the Navaho. They have a name for east, meaning the first 
plnee to run to, and for north, n.a"Uyed, run Is finished. 

The pitchers are called alchVnialm', he throws toward him, for the other 
players there are no names The pitcher mar throw high or low, and the batter 
may strike at the ball from either direction; there may also be two or three 
batters at the bat at one time, uDd a butter may he allowed to retire after two 
or three strikes and take up the bat at another more opportune time. The 
fourth strike compels the batter to 'run for fir«t b.i«e, as aI«o when he hits the 
ball, fair or foul, fl) or grounder Once on the base he is safe until he leaves 
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It though ho tuny lead oft or until another I its man bits tlie I all The runner 
nnl his si le (one oat Is huttlelent) an retinal If tie runner Is touched or bit 
with the I all hj the enemy either before reaching first base or w bile he Is mnh 
Ing for tiny i f the other points The chase thus becomes Interesting \ny 
thing n nd earn thing Is nil nred to the mnmr to crndi Ulng ton hod It the 
ball be tnay descrl1>e n circle dndgt Jump orknxk the Kail out of Ills enemy s 
ban I to reach tils I use Making the circuit suns om point an! whichever 
aide scores most runs or the mhiiIm r of runs agrnsl upon Is the u Inn r 
This Is nnotl er of the Ore it I nrth winner s games Heine challenged by his 
lu Han f< Honors or com! mIon« they gradnally learned the ganes fnni him 
they staked him f r Ids wife cheated him nnl le 1 mt ulereui«n tit In Hum 
d[s|<ereed nnd playeil Ids games In tl elr new It ne*iulnsl countHe- 
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Fig W, 


Fin I0M Ball field Naraho Indians. St Michael Arizona from sketch by Rer Bcrard Haile 
Flo gifts Ball diameter *| Inches Thompson Indians, British ColnmbU cat no <il> Amen 
can Mnsenm of N ahiral History from Te t 

Fio WMJ Bat length 2I| Inches Thompson Indians. British Colombia cat no ilh Amen 
can Mnsenm of Natural History from Te t 


In the same category I ■wmiM place the similar hall game of the 
Thompson Indians of British Columbia de c cn!ie<l bi Mr Jame 3 
Teit,° n ho «aTS 

Formerly o fatorlte pastime was playing I all Tbe ball n a ed was a kind of 
knot found on fir trees. Tbe knot Is nlcelr rounded off and sometimes cohered 


'The Thompson Indians of British Col mbla Memoirs of the American Museum ot 
ural n story whole series f " p " 


Vati 


New Fork 1000 
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with huckvUu Other halls were of wtowe, or of deerskin stuffed with vegetable 
material l figure 10S."»], There were two waj s of pl.ij Ing It 
Oneway was quite simitar to that of “ rounders " The bat used in this game 
was a short straight stick about 4 ! tubes wide at one end I figure 1080], Each 
side took turns In batting Tour stones were placed alwut 20 jnrds apart, in 
the form of a square These were called " houses." The man w ho held the hat 
was bowled lo tty a man of the opposite pwt.v. who stood about lu the center 
of the ring. If the batter missed the ball, his pi ice was Iimnedlafely taken by 
the next man of Ids pirty. If lie struck the ball with his bat. be Immediately 
dropped the tatter, and ran to the first house, or the second If he could manage 
It The object of tbe opjmslte party was to catch the ball as quickly ns possible, 
and strike the man with It while he was running from one house to the other, 
thereby knocking him oot of the gtme. if the man m imged to get back to his 
startlug jiolnt, be was allowed another chance to bat The game is still fre- 
quently played lu the young men 

I bate made no mention of playing cards, which are widely used, 
games being played either with cards purchased from the traders, or 
with native copies more or less closely resembling them. The ten flat 
pieces of cedar bark (plate xsi, cat. no. 11217, United States Na- 
tional Museum) collected by Mikj. J. W. Powell from the Uinkaret 
in northern Arizona, which were figured ns dice in the writer’s paper 
on Chess and Playing Cards, proied on comparison to be copies 
of playing cards. The games placed by the Indian with cards are 
easih recognizable as common Spanish and American games. 

The remaining games which I am able to identify as of European 
origin may be included in a single class — games played on boards or 
diagrams, like incriR They may be regaided as games of skill and 
calculation, a kind of game which otherwise appears to he entirely 
lacking. 

ALCONQCIXX STOCK 

Ckee and CmrrEWA. Muskowpetung reserve, Qu’appelle, Assini- 
boia. (Cat. no. C1JV01, Field Columbian Museum ) 

Board and men (figure 1087), the hoard 0 inches squaie, with cioss 
diagram with holes in which the men — small green painted pegs, 
with one larger one — are inserted. 

They were collected b\ Mr J. A. Mitchell, w ho describes the game 
under the name of musinaykahwhaumetovnywin 
This came Is played by two iiersons, one playing tbe king piece or oke-mow. 
against bis opponent’s thirteen pawns Mores mu be made in anj direction by 
nay of tbe pieces, provided tbe lines of the diagram are followed 
The king has the power to take the opposing pieces and can take ns many 
pieces in one moie as are left unprotected, hut only following the Hues of the 
board. Tbe pawns have no power to take the king hut endeavor so to press It 
as finally to checkmate. Tbe king is technically known as musinay kah-whan 
The game Is one whleh has been long known to the Indians and Is much 
admired bv them Many skillful players have been developed, some being more 
particularly skilled in manipulating the king piece while others make the pawn 
their special play. The play ia invariably for stakes of some kind 
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Mioiu Xmibiotu 
Dr A ^ Gatxcliet* writes 

The mijority of tin* ennw" they pHy now arc borrowed from the whttci 
Their clietPtr gmu Is tlie mine ns ours awl pliyeil on n ehcil irboiml V 
checker stone I* called ndenj pin (i luril ndoni jrank) while tl e cbeckerbo mi 
U nrtctutpenel The thecker* are eltlier dlsk-shii>ed and smooth (nilmn*xa 
witclilnk idem sank 1 or wju ire (e«glgeiilxl tchlk ntlenapink) 

The game Is called after the rooring of the stones from squire to sjnire 
nln adnal It Is im mini I It ulmt It Is jour uimi 
P\S9\M\QCO!>Dl Minnie 

ills W IV Drown 1 tle^cnlxs the following game 

Koknnign his a rc*>eu blame to the pi me of chokers, but iltboucb neirly 
all are more i r less \ r< flelent it the litter pi me there are only i few who 
undtrstnnrt lokonipn This unlike nn> other pnme may be played by male 
and female opponents It Is the leist nol«y, the skillful piny req airing dellbern 
tlon and undhlded attention \ smooth surface Is marked otf Into different 
sized spices and pieces of wood round and squire m irked to qualify value 
arc generally used though sometimes carved hone Is entatituted 



Fig 1087 Fig 1IW 


Flo lit** Boar I game and mod mansions of board 9 inches square Crec and Chippewa 

Ind ins Asslnlbola cat no 81Q9I Held Colombian llusenm 
Fin 1088 Board fame Kcree Indiana Acorn i hf* Merioo 

Tins nnj be the game leferred to bv Rnsle imong the Norndge / 
work Indians where lie s-ns 

l ii autre Jeu oil 1 on place des priins snr des esp?ee de lozanges entrelissees 
di r (dicltur) mailmadoangii 

KERBS W STOCK 

I verbs Vcoma, New Mexico 

Vn Vcomi Indnn named James H AJiller, employed at Zulu, tie 
senbed to the writer imdei the mme of aiyawatstam, chuck twiy 
grains the game llhistiated in figure 10SS Twenty two white ind 
twenty two black pieces are u«ed on each side Ho explained tint 
they learned the game m the olden time when they first came out of 
the ship pap (si pa pu) Away in the north Iyatiko, the mother, 
made all the games 

• From Iiaddcck Vova Scotia August "S J89** 

‘Some Indoor and Outdoor Cornea of the Wabnnakt Indiana Transaction of the Rojal 
Society of Canada y 6 sec 2 p 43 Montreal 1869 
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Keres. Cochiti, New Mexico. 

A Keres boy at St Michael, Arizona, named Francisco Chaies 
(Kogit), described the Indians at Coclnti as playing the game of 
paitarija on a board represented by the diagram here given • 



KOLl'SCHAV STOCK 

Yakctat. Port Mulgrave, Alaska. (Cat. no. 10300. United States 
National Museum.) 

Twenty-two carved wooden chessmen (figure 108D), from 1 j to 3g 
inches in height. Collected by Dr TV. H. Dali. 



Fio 1 "mi Chessmen, height 1| to3t inches Yakntat Indians, Port Mulgrare Alasfcn ..at no. 
16*10 Tnlted States National Mnseuxn- 

MlRirOSAX STOCK 

Yokcts. Tule Rner recreation, Tulare county, California. (Cat. 

no. 70377, Field Columbian Museum.) 

Flat stone. 13 by 10| inches, with top etched as shown in figure KKK). 
and twenty-four pieces of clay, conoid in shape, twelve black with 
two small holes in the top, and twche red. Collected by Dr 
J. TV. Hudson. 




,! coyote end chickens' Papago Indians Arizona 


£. Star game Papagolnd ana, Arizona from <3 rawing hy itr S t_ Slmma. 

Q. St ne game board tor taknanambpi length Blaches Hop! Indians, Ornlbi Arizona 
o 3411, Free Museum of Science and Art. I ojeersity of Fennsylranla 


IXopi Onibi Vnzom (Cat no 3^013 Free ilusenni of Science 
and Art Umver-itv of Pennsylvania ) 

Stone board (figure 1093), 7 In 9} niche inscribed with three eqm 
distant cross lines in both direction dividing the =nrfjce into 


‘Probably geoda geode 
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sixteen rectangle-, each of which is crossed by diagonal line 5 ;. 

The central point is marked with a star 
Collected by the wiitcr in 15)01. 

Two men play, using white and black stones, which are arranged 
ns shown in figure 105)4. The game, called ttiknamn uhpi, i» like 
fox and get's*’. White leads. The object is to jump mei and take 
an opponent’s piece, which is continued until one or the othei loses 
all. A player may jump in any direction. When a line across one 
end of the board becomes empty, it is not used again, so the players' 
field becomes moic and more contracted. 



F,*. 1004. 



Fie hm 


Flo lim Arrangement of men in game of tnknABnrnbpI. Ilopi Indians, Ornibl Arizona 
Fto I ora Tba game of tntoloapf, Hopl Indian., Wnlpl. Arizona, after drawing l.y Dr 
J Walter Fewliw 


Hon. Oraibi, Arizona. (Cat. no. 553.50. Field Cohimbiaii Mu 
scum.) 

Stone slab inscribed with a diagram similar to the preceding. 

This is described by* the collector. Rev. II. It. Voth. m 18!)'h as a 
gaming board, tiikvnanawopi. 

This game Is generally played bj eilber two or tour persons, each side bating 
twenty jtokinoltn. animals, which consist of corn pieces of corncob charcoal, 
etc, and are placed on tlie bontd lu tiers First one side mores into tbe center 
this piece being, of course, jumped nnd then the moies are made alternately br 
the two sides Motes nnd jumps uiij be mule In nnv direction and the latter 
over as many pieces n» nur lie found with a me int jtltee right liehind them 
As soon os o tier of squares is \aenut ft is abandoned, so th it finally the pieces 
aie crowded into three or two squares and even Into one square Tbe inclosed 
spaces outside the squares -ire called houses in tbe«e the killed animals are 
placed 

Walpi, Arizona. 

Dr J. Walter Fewkes ‘ describes the game of totolospi as follows* 

To to 16s p\ resembles somewhat the gsme of checkers and can be played by 
two persons or by two parties In playing tbe game a rectangular figure [fig- 
ure 11XV5]. eluded into large number of squ nes, is drawn upon the rock, either 

•Journal of American Ethnology and Archaeology, T 2, p 159, Boston, 1992 
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by scratching or by u«lng a different colored stone as a crayon V diagonal line 
tdhkf-ota Is drawn across the rectangle from northwest to southeast, and 
the players station themseUes at each enl of this line "When two parties phy 
a single person acts ns player and the other mem tiers of the party act a 
advisers The first play is won by tossing up a leaf or corn husk with one side 
blackened The pieces which are used are bean or corn kermis stones and 
wood, or small fragments of iny Mibstmee of marl ed color The players are 
stationed at each end of the diagonal line toll kf-o-tn Tliev more their pieces 
upon this line but never across It (On this line the game Is fought ) The 
moves which are made are intricate and the playeT nm more one or more 
pieces successively Certain portions entitle 11m to th s ] rivllege He may 
capture or as he terms It, kill one or more of his opponent s pieces at one play 
In this respect the game is not unlike checkers and to capture the pieces of the 
opponent seems to be the n aln olject of the game The checkers however 
mast be concentrated and always moved towards the southeast coiner « 



Fi? 1UU0 

Pic 1018 Game beard and men length of board 9 In hw. Sion Indian*, Madera county 
Califom m cat no 71519 Field Colombian Mnsenm. 

Fic loo- stone game board for totolospi length 41 inches Tewa Indian* Hsno Arizona 
tat no 3S8I2, Free yiusenm of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania 

This game is now rarely played on the Last Mesa lint Is still n ed at Oralli 
It Is said to have been played in ancient times by the sun and moon or by 
other mythical personages Figures of this game formerly existed on the rocks 
near the village of WalpI and may be the same referred to bv Bourke 
Mr A. AT Sfejihra, xo Jus un/iublished mann txi.pt jrm.9 tins defini 
tion Tofolospi, a primitive sort of checkers. 

Mono Hooker cote nml vicinity, Madera counts , California (Cat, 
no 71510, Field Columbian llu«cum ) 

Board, 0 inches m length, with inscribed design (figute 10CC) and 
holes for pegs at the intersection of lines, accompanied by pegs 
of two sizes. 

Collected b\ Dr J T\ Hudson, who designate-? it as rakamaido, 
square game or Indian checkers 

• It wonld appear from Doctor Fewke* s sketch of the board Ibat only one player moved 
toward the soothes*! and that bis opponent went In the opposite direction 
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SIOU AN STOCK 

Omaha. Nebraska. 

Mr Francis La Flesche told the writer m 1893 that the Omaha 
learned the game of checkers from the whites about twenty 3 ears be- 
fore and that they called it wakanpamungthae, gambling bowed head, 
or bon ed-liead game. 

TANOAN STOCK 

Tewa. Hnno, Arizona. (Cat. no. 3SG12, Free Museum of Science 
and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Stone board (figure 1097) , 4J inches square, inscribed with diagonal 
lines, ten in one direction and fifteen across. Collected in 1901 
by the writer, to whom it was described as used in a game like 
fox and geese, totolospi,® and played with little broken sticks, 
black and white, which are arranged as shown m figure 1098. 



• Santa Clara, Xew Mexico. 

Mr T. S. Dozier 1 describes a game of pitarilla (pedrena). said to 
be of Pueblo origin, but doubtless of Spanish introduction • 

In this (tame the crosses ore marked by each player In turn n here the men are 
placed, the object being to get three men In a row. always In n straight line, 
then one of the opposing player's pieces, the latter being grains of corn or lob- 
bies. may be moved to the center. When all of the men of any player ore moved 
by this process to the center the other has won them. There are two figures 
used, the first [figure 1301] being a little more complicated than the other [fig 
uro 1102 J, though the same rule obtains In l»th 

Aboj from Santa Clara fit Mother Catherine's school at St Michael, 
Arizona, described the preceding game (figures 1101. 1102) under 
tlic name of bidana (pedreria), as plaj'ed at Santa Clara, and, in 

• See note p ISO 

*Soow Tew* U&oicif tnpubll&hcU MS la Haceaa oC Amertcaa Ethuotoer. 3l*y S. isrvt. 
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addition, t In punt of kuanp. or jack rabbit, placed with twchc stone*, 
kii, on a Ixnrd (fipurt. 11M) Another board panic (fipure 1101) he 
described undtrtln tt-inn. of nkuto Mar 
Tin \ Islcta, New Mixico 

lx>\ from I-hta, named J. Crecencio I.uct ro. de-cnlied the ]>eop!c 
of tilt* jtmhlo a* plavinp a board panic winch thc\ call jnctna 
h, jKxlnm), little ‘tone Thct n^e diaprauis of two kind*, 
reprc'x Mod in fi«nn-> 10*>'i and 1100 
Titw-, New Mi Nico 

I)r T P Martin of Twe, de-crilxs the followmp panic, tlie name 
of which inn -la ted into I'nplidi La Indian and jack rabbits 
Two pttjr A tlligrain (f sixteen squares Js marked on th" sand a* shown 
lu figure [llfi’l T««dv« small stone* ore arranged at winri the |iu*s 
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Flo llnl of r c«i-Ultt jx-lm-U T,w» Indians. .**or» Cl»r«, New Jlcibv from *k*t. b 

tyllrT S Deal r 

Ft* lid Oain*of fitvUi* fnlrpru Twin IuIUds Kk&Th CUn. lor llixlo fiom vlrtcb 
by sir T K. Under 

Flo llfrt Osmoofkojln* Jmrkrmbhlt Tew» Ind-aos, Ssnt CUrm New Sfexton. 

Fro II >1 SUrgsm* mknyo Trw» Indians, Santa Clan* Now Mn!o 

Flo lira Uine f Indian and jack rabbit*; Tigua In lians. T««s New Merb-u from drawing 
by DrT P Jtartin. 


internee! on om sldi ns In the figure TJ e opposing player omsj ylng the one 
in the (enter at the beginning of Ibe game hold* a Mirk. with w hleh he points at 
the v.|inrp<. The mi ill stones an nimml one at n time and the ol Ject Is lo more 
them siuare I y Future without I wing any until they occupy corn-ponding po«I 
l hum id the on»slte side of the diagram. The pliyer with the stick. who 
move* In turn, endeavors to catch the stones I v jumping as In draughts. 
iK’nlmho Name <f the game, ko-apjvpaw na Spanish fuego de In liehre 
bo ird < r diagram, wbee-e-ua Spanish reyes piece*, bona. *panl«h liehre stick 
ni na io.il] pi take n piece eon-ooo-we-ln (the rabbit gets out from the man) , 
some of the old men however sliont an gala eat wjx 
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ZUXlAX STOCK 


Zuni. Zuiii, New Mexico. (Cat. no. 1C550, 17801, Free Mir-eum of 
Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.) 

Caidboard, inscribed with diagram (figure 1100). for the game of 
nwithlaknakwe, or stone wamors, and twenty-six pieces, or men 
(figure 1107), consisting of disks made from shards of pottery, 
used in the game. 

The disks are in two sets, twelve plain and twelve perforated, 
with a hole in the center, both inches in diameter. In addition, 
there are two pieces, one plain and one perforated, somewhat larger 
than the others. 



Thc-c implements were made in 189J by Mr Frank Hamilton 
Cndiing, who furnished the following account of the game: 

Played by two or four person* ujion n «qu ire imtrd divided Into one hundred 
and forty four squares. each Intersected t>y dlason.il lines At the opening of 
tlie came each player phres six men In the center of the six squires at his 
side of the boml. The latter txa illj consists of .i slab of stone J*ei bed w 1th the 
diagram [figure llOfi] The men consist of disks of lottery about 1 huh In 
diameter (figure 1107], nnde from tiroken vessels tliosc upon one side N'lrig 
distinguished bv being jx rf orated with a simll hole, white those on the other 
side are plain The object of the Rime Is to iress over and take tin* opi»metit‘« 
pi tee. capturing as many men as possible by the way The nun cs are m ide one 
squire at a time alone the ill igon.d lines, the pie<-e*< ts'lnc placed at the points 
of lutersfs tlon When n id iver gets one of bl« op]»uient s plwes 1« tween two of 
his own. It tiny be taken and the first piece thus captured may be replaced hi n 
sort nth man. called the Priest of the How. w hleh nny mme both on the illigon il 
lines and on those nt right angles. A piece miy not Is* moved bn k ward 
When four persons play, those ou the north and west play ng-ilnd tliose on the 
south and east 
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Xocnbularj Hoard a te-o tau-e stunt j lain, straight lines, n Ul we canyons 
or nrrojos diagonal lines om«t trolls ordinary nun n w I think na kwe , 
seventh piece j 1 thlan nhl nanl (in r*onj) Driest of the Bon 
The litter ileoe bj power of hii„Il Is enabled to cross the ennjons The 
game Is common 1> pliywl niton b<u*e ti f i which are often found mnrkcd with 
the diagram 

The revemlilanco of (he disks rmploved m tins game to the pre 
histone potter; disks which arc found in (lit ruins m the south- 
western Unitid States and Mexico suggests tlmt the litter rom hate 
Ikh.ii employed similarh in game- '[here i- no itidonie, lioweier, 
that the board game existed before tlie coming of the whites It wis 
probablt introduced In them anil does not furnish an explanation of 
the prehistoric disks. 



Fio U00 Stone game board Zufli Indians Zulu, Hew Merko cat no 30“* Brooklyn Instltate 
Musenm. 

Ztr\i 7ufu, Is cw Mexico (Cat no 3009, 3100, Brooklyn Institute 
Museum ) 

Two flat stones inscribed with diagiams as shown in figures 1108, 
1109, and 1110 

Collected by the wxiter in 1903 The name was gnen as awi 
thlaknanai luck Graham stated tliat this is a Mexican game The 
third form (figure 1110), he said, was introduced into Zuni the jeir 
before b; an Indian from Santa Ana, a Keresan pueblo near the Itio 
Grande 
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ZrSi. Zufii, New Mexico (Cat. no. 554 f). Brooklyn Institute Mn- 
benm.) 

Long stone slab, inscribed with the diagram shown in figure 1111. 

This was found by the writer on a house top in Zufu, ami was 
explained by the natives as u-ed in a game with white and black 
pieces placed like the preceding The positions of the piece-, at the 
beginning of the game are indicated by black and white circle-*. The 
name of the game was given a-, kolowi-, awitldaknannai, the kolowi=i 
being a mythic serpent. Another lorm of the same game (figure 
1112) was made for the writer by Zufu Xich (Nick Graham), who 
described it under the name of awithlaknan mo-ona. the original 
nwithlaknannni. 

Fie mi 

Fip 1112 

Fin 1110 Stone g«m- Imortl. ZuEJ Indians. Zttiil, Xew Mexico can no 3t<*) Brooklyn lostltnto 
Museow 

Fig 1111 Eolowls swithlskoonnai length of diagram SI ini-bey ZuBi Indian*. ZaBI, .%>«• 
Mexko. cat no nun, Brooklyn Institute Ma*eain 
FIG 1112. Aarithlaknun mosona ZaBI Indian*. Znfil. New Mexico 

Mrs Matilda Cove Stevenson* de«cribe« the game of awe 'hlacnawe, 
stones kill, ns follows: 

Implements. — A nmnlxr of small stones (a different color for eacli *lde> amt 
geometrical tm rUngs on a stone slab or on ttie gronud- 
Tliere Is mi Specified size for the “ board,' It being larger or snnllcr according 
to tbo number of angles. Tbe stones are placed on "ill the I ntei sections of tlie 
Ewnietilc.il draw ing except tbc central one. Tbe first pi lyer move* to the center. 
W here Ills “ man " Is Jumped by bis opponent The stones may be moved In any 
direction so long as the Hues are followed 
In a note Mrs Stevenson sit's 

Pome of the older men of tbe Znnl declare that this gome, w hen It iime orlg 
JjMjJJy to ZoSti Irotn ijMlra na« played nitli one set of - anil a slJct tor 
tbe opposite side, and that the u>e of the double set of stone* is an Innovation 
of their own 

* Z 1 1 m 1 Games, American Anthropologist os v p lid l'mi 
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APPENDIX 


RUNNING RACES 

For purposes of companion with the kieked-stick or ball race, and 
in order not to lo-** sight of the fact that the ball race is not the only 
form of race game practised by the Indian, the wuter has inserted 
the following collection of data in this appendix, confining the body 
of the text exclusively to games in which implements are employed. 

* ALCONQUIAX STOCK 

Missisacga. New Credit, Ontario. 

Rev. Peter Jones • saj s : 

Foot races, In w liltb they show much swiftness, are common among them 

Rice lake, Ontario. .« 

G. Copwny s says : 

Foot rnclng Is much practised, mostly, however, by the young people. Thus 
Id early life they acquire an elasticity of limb as well as health of body which 
are of priceless value to them In subsequent years 

ATHAPASCAN STOCK 

Apache (Mescalfro). Foit Sumner, New Mexico. 

’ Maj. John C. Cremony 0 says: 

Racing on foot Is another diversion frequently resorted to by the active, restless 
Indians, and the women generally manage to carry off the palm provided the 
distance la not too great The olheers at the po.st offered a uumber of prizes to 
he competed for, the fastest runner to take the prize apportioned to the distance 
for whkh It was offered The longest race was half a mile, the next a quar- 
‘,tr, Vat VfaVti wr*. \’&t f-Nit'A, XSft t»w* wct. tot -aw&w 4A 

jears of age and over 15. and for girls from 15 up to 25 About a hundred 
Apaches and Xavajoes entered for the prizes and practiced every daj for a 
week. At the appointed time everybody In camp assembled to witness the con- 
test. Among the competitors, was the Apache girl. Ish kay my, a clean limbed, 
handsome girl of 17, who had always refused marriage, and she was the favorite 
among the whites Each runner was tightly girded with a broad belt, and 


« History of the OJebway Indians, p 131, London, 1861 

• The Traditional History and Characteristic Sketches of the OJlbway Nation, p 08, 
lioaton, 1831 

< Life Among the Apaches, p. 301, San Francisco, 1868 

603 
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looK«| like a raw* Lott* Tin entered for tlie liatfmlle *tnk< which was a 
gaudy pI«T of calico for n drei* or shirt as the <-n*e might be \{ the word 
they went oft HU rcxhet* Nab kali \eu lending Inn horn* l> and I«U ksj nay 
l ringing up the nar but running ns dean and ci«r a-* n greyhound. Within 
4(10 yards of the goal *h> d *«! th« gap went Ir like a steam engine and e< t 
In an en*j \> Inmr 0 yard* alien l nf all omip* tltor*. lor the quarter mil mo 
*t*e agnln entered lut win ruled out ty the otlnr In Hans, and th (r ol.Ji*c- 
tlons were allowed. It {Ming decided that the victor In either mee shout 1 not 
enter for another 

^Aa uto 'Vcw Mexico 

Dr Washington Mittimus* describe* IIastsclt e i, or Hastseiltsi, as 
J \avaho god of racing Ills por=onator takes no part in the (lance 
or in nnj act of succor 

HI* function Is to git up foot rice* hence s pood runner Is selected to euact 
this character lie pies around among the assembled crowd * ball* mjng others, 
who are known to In pod raver* to run with him. He does not sjwak He 
approaches the pemon whom In wl«hes to cbnihngv dancing meanwhile gives 
his peculiar s pi caking call w lilch may Ik? s|ielt "oliwb ooh — ooh ooh " beck 
ons to him and makes the sip* for racing which Is to j hoc the two extended 
linger* together and proj'ct them raj Idle forward If he win* In tb< race be 
obij * Id* comjietitor aero** the lock with his voces acoun.es If he ksos his 
coni]ictitor miv do milling 1 1 him If iIk I islng competitor a*ka him to whip 
gently le whl|<s ahtlintfy an I vies vensi lut the dip llatlon It never sev«re 
for the scourges of yuocn 1 aves are light weapon*. He race* thus some six or 
seven times or until he Is tins! thin lie <11 api«*sr> 1 nob nice Is only nlwut 
20(1 a inK Hie !«*«>l le f-ar him \et n man w In n 1 1 alh ngeil m it refuse t < rt v 
with him. lie often resort* to Jx*keylng tricks with hi* oiponmt su h a* 
ni ikmg a fills* start Hi n ay enter n nnsffclne-fodgv t > gt 1 up a nice but for 
no other i un*' ° IIa»tisflt«l t* i vera purlieu! ir pul im 1 !ike> not to touch 
mvtbing nnclea u 

t VIltXMN STOCK 

M u hit a UUahnm t 

In The St ora of Child of a Dog as related ha Dr George V, 
Dop=ea 6 the liero is clnltcnged to run a foot race aaitli four brother* 
hi- brothers in law The starting place i a pole «tmh in the ground 
Hi wins tin race b\ tin aul of magic objects gtrm lnm ba two "omen 
hts aria e-. 

Ygain m the «ton of The Swift Haarks and Shadow of the Sun/ 
there is t description of i foot race between the people of the east anil 
the west <*ide& of a a illage The chief of the ea*t <ide Ins a dark com 
pier ion is called ‘shadow of the bun and kills tho-e whom he oaer 
comes in the nee He id finallr beaten b\ the la ~t of four brothers. 

As in other stones his hodr i» burned ba the victor and his main 
aictim- come out alive from the fin 

•The Night- Chsht a Nsvabo Ceremoo f Memoirs of the tmerlcsn Museum of Natural 
ntstory whole serin*, v 6 p 25 New \ork 1S»_ 

»The Mylhorogy of the WtcftKs p 123. UastUogtoD I'm 

• It Id p 207 
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There is also an account in The Coyote Who Lost his Powers “of a 
foot race between the coyote and a strange man, a Shooting Star, in 
which the coyote has the choice of running on top of the ground or 
under the ground. He choo«es to run on top of the ground, while his 
opponent runs under the ground. The coyote wins and kills the other, 
and then restores the latter’s victims to life by gathering their bones 
and putting them into the fire. 

In The Coyote, Prairie Turtle, and the Squirrel 6 the coyote and 
the praiiie turtle mn a foot race, which the latter loses. 

ESKIVACAX STOCK 

Eskimo (Western). St Michael, Alaska. 

Mr E. W. Nelson* says: 

Toot r icing, tikwbaun'. This is n faiorlte sport among the Eskimo, and is 
practiced usually In autumn, when the new It* Is formed. The race extends 
from one to several miles, the course usually lying to and around some naturot 
object, such as on Island or n point of rocks, then hack to the starting point. 

\ IROQtJOIAN STOCK 

Seneca. Nett York. 

Morgan* states: 

Foot races furnished another pastime for the Iroquois. They were often 
made a part ot the entertainment with which cnil anil mourning councils were 
concluded In this athletic game the Indian excelled. The exigencies, both 
of war and peace, rendered It necessary tor the Iroquois to have among them 
practiced and trained runners A spirit of emulation often sprang up among 
them, which resulted in regular contests for the palm of victory In these races 
the four tribes put forward their best runners against those of the other four, 
and left the question of su[>erIorlty to he determined by the o\ent of the contest. 
Before the time appointed for the races they prepared themselies for the occn 
slou by a process of training. It Is not necessary to describe them They 
dressed in the same manner for the race ns for the game of ball Leaplpg. 
wrestling, and the othei gymmstic exercises appear to have furnished no part 
of the public amusement of our prlmlthe Inhabitants. 

MDSKHOGEAX STOCK 

Muskogee. Georgia’. 

Ut'no La u don m ere® wrote. 

They exercise their young men to runuc well, and they make a game among 
theruselies, which he winneth that has the longest breath. They also exercise 
themselves much In shooting 

•The Mythology of the Wichita, p 353. Washington, 1004 

•luld , p 373 

♦The Eskimo about Rering Strait. Eighteenth Annual report of the Korean of Ameri- 
can Ethnology, p 340. ISOS 

• League of the Iroquois. P 307. Rochester, 1851 

♦Ilakluyts Voyages. T. 13, p 413. Edinburgh. Is SO 
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largest bets were made on races between clnmpions It is said that when the 
Indians were numerous, and almost all the men in constant training, there were 
some excellent long and short distance runners among them Two men of the 
Spences Bridge band were said to be the fastest runners in the surrounding 
tribes. One of them raced against horses and against canoes paddled down 
stream. 

BIIOSIIOXEAX STOCK. 


JIofi. Walpi, Arizona. 

Hr A. 51. Stephen, in his unpublished manuscript, gives the fol- 
lowing vocabulary of racing among the Ilopi : 

Wa'-znk yu'-wu ta. running, wawa'si-ya. a short-distance race, yuh’-ril n 
long-distance race; tcille’-ytib tQ. race on the eighth morning of the Snake dance . 
tcu'-tcdb-tl :uV am-yhh-tO. race on the ninth morning of the Snake d.inie ; 
le'-leu tl j (Hi tn, race on tlie ninth morning of the Flnte ceremony . la Lon'- 
> ill) til. race at sunset by women on the eighth day of the Lalakontl : IV-la kon ti 
on’-nm-ydh tu, race at early sunrise by men on the ninth day of the lailakontl . 
tl'-yot wa'-irl. a race between two youths, ta'-kat wn’-zrl. a race between two 
men: to' tlm ytih tfl. a race between many men, ta'-tak-ytlh-tU. a race between 
several men; Ilo'-pl ta'-cab-w lit a’ mfim wa-zrl. a race lietweon a Hop! and a 
Nava ho: Ilo'-pi tn'-cab-mili a'-mum yOh-tO. a race between seiernl of each 
people (Hop! and Navabo) ; kawai'-jo ak-wazrl. a race between two horse- 
men: ka-wal jo-mil 1 nh yhli til. a race between several horsemen. 

Slot, vx STOCK 

Crows. Upper Missouri ri\ or. North Dakota. 

In a report to Isaac I. Stevens, governor of Washington Terri- 
tory, on the Indian tribes of the upper Missouri, by Mr Edwin T. 
Denig. a manuscript in the library- of the Bureau of American 
Ethnologv, there occurs the following- 
Foot racing Is often practiced by tbe Mandan and Crows The former nation 
before they w on* so iniic-h reduevd by Miialljwx hail a regular race i-ourse a 
mile* In length. In which any and nil who those could trj their sis-ed, w tilth 
they did by running three time* around this xpji-c. Iiettlng lery high on either 
side. They still practice the amusement. but not so ninth as fonuerlj Foot 
races among Hie Crow Indians are u-ually contested by two i-erwin* nt n time, 
a tiet being taken by those concerned. and many more h> the friends and 
spectators on either 'Me. consisting of bl inkets. buffalo rots-s. or some other 
article of clot hlug They mostly run aliont Sun yards, and In starting endeavor 
to take eTery mi ran tape of cm li other, n dozen starts being often made before 
the race begins. These Indians also run tmr«e races, betting one horse ng-ilii»l 
the other The same trkkery nnd worse Is dlxptsjed iu tliclr horse as In their 
foot rices nuil often the loser will not paj 
The Sioux also lnre foot raivs. in which anyone rosy Join, provided tie bet« 
which. If they have anything to stake, thej are snre to do Tlie mine of being 
ft fi<t nnd long runner Is lilghlv prizeil among them nil. Imhsd after that of 
being a warrior and Imnter that of toeing a good nuimv Is next lo lie desired 
but the prim Ipa! aim In all those amusements opiie.irs to Is* the winning of 
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each other s property They of course occupy and enable them to pass agree- 
ably some of the long summer days, but ne never see these things Introduced 
without the bets or prospects of gain anl from this fact together with the 
earnestness Mbll Ited In hotting and hi the contest we conclude It to be no more 
than another mode of gambling to which they are all so much addicted 

IIandav >orth Dakota 

Prof > Y Hayden • describes the Manthn foot race as Olympic 
ill character 

V race-course of 2 miles on the level pfalrie was laid off cleared of every 
obstruction and kept in order for the eij re's purpose I*osts were planted 
to mark the Initial and terminating points and over the track the voung men 
tested the elasticity of their limbs during the fine summer and nutunm months 
to j repare themselves for the hardship of their winter hunts. On the occasion 
when races were determined on l<y the chiefs the young men were Informed 
by the public crier and ever} one who had confi lpuce in his prowess was ad 
mttted to the lists. Each of the runners brought the amount of his wiger con 
elstlng of blankets gun® and other property and sometimes several Judges or 
older)} men were ai printed I v the chief of the village whose duty It was to 
arrange the bets regulate the starting md determine the remits of tl e race 
\s the wagers are handed In eicli Is tied to or matched with one of equal 
vnlne laid aside and when all have entered the Judges pejorate some remain 
iDg with the jroperty staked at the beginning of the race-course and others 
tai Ing their station at Its ternrinu- Six pairs of runners whose bets have been 
matched now start to run the 3-niito course which Is to be repeated three 
times before It can. t e decided The ground ts laid out in the form of au arc 
describing two thirds of o circle the starting point anl goal being but a few 
hundred yards distant from each otl er the Intermediate sj ace being filled 
up Iv the young and old of tlio whole village The runners ore entirely naked 
except tlelr moccasin- and their bodies are I alnted In various ways from 
head to foot The first set having accomplished about half the first course 
os manv more are started and this is continued ns long as any comjietltors 
remain until the entire track is covered with runners at distances correspond 
ing with their different tunes of starting ini the Judges award the victory 
to those who come out by handing each n leather painted red the fiTst six 
winning the prize These on presenting the feathers to the judges at the 
starting jvolut are handed the property staked against their own. The fir*t 
an 1 secon I heats are seldom strongiv contested bnt on the third, everv nerve 
Is strained and great is the excitement of the sjvectatore, who with yells and 
gestures encourage their several friends and relations. The whole scene is 
highly Interesting and often continued for two or three days In succession to 
give everyone an opportunity to display his abilities Those who have shown 
great fleetness and powers of endurance receive additional reward. In the form 
of praise by the public crier who harangues their names through the village 
for many days afterward® This is a fine national amusement and tends 
much to develop tl e great muscular strength for which they are remarkable 
They also immediately on finishing the race In a profuse state of |>er*pira 
Don, throw themselves Into the Missouri and no Instance Is known where this 
aj parent rashne-s resulted in any illness 

• C< ntrllmtlons to the Ethnography and Philology of the Indian Trlie* of the Missouri 
Valley p. 130 I hiladelpbla 1S62. 
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Winner too. Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. * 

Caleb Atwater* says: 

Athletic games are not uncommon among them, and foot races afford great 
diversion to the spectators The women and children are present at these 
races and occupy prominent situations, from which thev can hehold every- 
thing that pisses, without rising from the ground where they are seated 
Considerable bets are frequently made ou the success of those who run 

TUMAX STOCK \ 

Maricopa. Arizona. 

Mr Louis L. Meeker de-oribes the foot race in this tribe as follows: 
A whole company run, side against side from opposite goals, a flagman mark- 
ing where each two pi*s. Each side runs in order The final position of the 
flag marks victory. 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 

(1) That the games of the North American Indians may be classi- 
fied in r small number of i elated group*. 

(2) That morphologically they are practically identical and um- 
t er&al among all the tribes. 

(3) That ns they now exist, they are either instruments of rites or 
have descended from ceremonial observances of a religious character. 

(4) That their identity and unity are shared by the myth or myths 
with which they are associated. 

(5) That while their common and secular object appears to be 
purely n .manifestation of the desire for amusement or gain, they are 
performed also as religious ceremonies, as rites pleasing to the gods 
to secure tlieir favor, or as processes of sympathetic magic, to drive 
away sickness, avert other evil, or produce rain and the fertilization 
and reproduction of plants and animals, or other beneficial results. 

(C) That in part they agree in general and in particular with 
certain widespread ceremonial observances found on the other con- 
tinents, which observances, in what appear to be their oldest and 
mo-t primitive manifestations, are almost exclusively divinatory 


• Remarks 


rralrie du Chien, p 117, Columbus, 1831 
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